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EXT. NONDESCRI PT OFFI CE BU LDI NG - EARLY MORNI NG

Qutside of a dark |loom ng building, JIMLEE (29) |ooks up at
his new office building. The building is higher than the
cloud Iine. A flock of crows circle the building. Dark

cl ouds surround the top of the buil ding.

He sighs and shakes his head before entering the building.

I NT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - HALLWAY - CONTI NUED

The doors shut on their own behind himand echo throughout
the enpty hallway. Hi s footsteps echo | oudly as he wal ks
further into the building.

The wi nding and tw sting hallways grow darker. Sone hal | way
lights flicker as he wal ks past. The hallway tw sts one nore
time and then at the end of the hall a single glass door.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - OUTSI DE RECEPTI ON- CONTI NUED

He examines the door. It has a blue bulldog | ogo and the
name "Bl udog Studios" witten on it. He pulls it open.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - RECEPTI ON- CONTI NUED

Inside is a sleeping guard in the corner and a box full of
name tags on the reception desk. JIMsifts through it and
finds his. He waps it around his neck and continues towards
his floor.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - 2ND FLOOR - CONTI NUED

This floor has lights on but little to no one is here. The
desks are enpty. Rows of black screen conputers as far as
the eye could see.

JI M continues his trek.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI CS - 1ST FLOOR- DUNGEON

There is a faint blue light comng frombel ow the steps. He
wal ks down the steps into the DUNGEON. The whole roomis
only lit by a few sparse conputer screens. This is where the
lighting and conpositing departnment worKks.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

Rows of conputers are on each side of the wal kway. H s hands
reach out to find his way through the dark. There is one
desk that has a light on. The desk looks as if it came out
of a classic filmnoir detective' s office. Low lighting, a
gl ass of whi skey, and al ways sone nysterious anmount of fog.

He passes by and drops his stuff at a nearby conputer. He
hangs his coat on the chair and | ooks around. Of in the
di stance there are a few people that are already here.

A few feet away there are two Indian TWNS al ready here
wor ki ng. The blue light reflect off of their identical
faces. Their eyes pierce himand follow himas he wal ks by.

At the end of the roomthere’ s a single bright |ight.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - KI TCHENETTE - ENTRANCE

JIMwal ks over to the light, curious. Wien he gets to it a
train of people push himaside and enter the kitchenette.

JIM
oM VWhat the hell!?

The line of people doesn’'t stop. Sone are even repeat
of fenders. Al of themfidgeting.

He finds an opening and junps into |line.

As it gets closer into the roomhe sees it’s a line for the
only wor ki ng coffee machi ne.

He | ooks back and the people behind himare doing |inbo
while they wait.

JI'M
VWhat the-?

He gets shoved into the kitchenette.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - KI TCHENETTE

He finally enters the room and nanages to pour hinself a cup
of coffee. He quickly steps away fromthe erratic |line.
Ri ght before peopl e surge forward.

Qpposite of the coffee machine on the wall is a small print
out picture of a man. He looks a little heavy set and
greyi ng. The paper iss crinkled and crooked.

It reads: "Jerry WIIlianms, 1980-2022, Lighting Dept., Proud
Bl udog Fam ly."



Bel ow i

t is a
after their c¢

arge plate of doughnuts and people grab sone
f

I
of fee. But no one stops to read the sign.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - MORNI NG

When he returns to his desk with a coffee and a doughnut in
hand, he sees soneone is sitting at the foggy desk now. PAUL
SI MON (55) al so known, unaffectionately by his peers, as

NO R

NO R
Hey you nust be the new guy.

This guy is hidden in the shadow. He extends his hand out
for a handshake. His hand is all that shows up in the light.

JIMtries to take his hand but JIMs own hands are full.

JIM
Ch sorry!

He stuffs the doughnut in his nmouth and shakes the guy’s
hand.

NO R
| " m Paul Sinon. But people here
like to call ne Noir. No idea why
t hough. But it sounds cool .

JI'M
(wth food in nouth)
Yeah, no idea. But that’'s cool!

NO R
VWhat was that?

JIM
(food in nouth)
Oh sorry!

He takes a bite and swall ows before holding the rest of the
doughnut agai n.

JIM
| said that’s cool! Anyway I'mJim
Lee.

NO R

Funny you don’t | ook Asian?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

JIM
VWhat ?

NO R
Wth a nane |ike that | thought
you' d be Asian.

JIM
(awkwar d chuckl e)
Ha ha, yeah...Sorry to di sappoint.
Vel |l nice neeting you Paul

NO R
You too. And call ne Noir

JIM
Um okay-

JIM wal ks away fromthat awkward scenari o and heads towards
hi s desk.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - JIM S DESK

He pl aces his coffee and doughnut down when soneone pl ops
down in the chair next to him

AW (O S.)
H you nust be the new person! See
what | did? | didn't want to offend
you in case you're not cis, so |
just called you person. | don’'t
want to assune anyt hi ng.

JI M | ooks over at AMY (22) an overweight girl in an ugly
bright shirt with fading dyed purple hair that's smling at
hi m

JI'M
Um thanks? Yeah, |I’mnew. My nane
is Jim

AMY

H Jim My nane is Amy. So what are
your pronouns? M ne are she/ her

al though sonetines | |like to use
t hey/t hem
AMY ( CONT’ D)
(sm | es)
Oh and | identify as gender queer.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

5.
JIM
Un cool. And just the normal ones
| guess?
AWY

(confused)
Nor mal ? Does that nmean you think
pronouns |ike xe and xem aren’t
nor mal ?

JIM
No, | just nean-

AMY’ s expression sours and JIMis tired.

JI'M (CONT’ D)
(sighs)
[t’s he and him

AWY
Ckay then! Looks like we sit next
to each other! W’ re gonna be great
friends! | can already feel I|ike
we’' re vi bing.

JIM
Um sure.

JIMw nces and regrets his choice in desks. She smles at
him freaki shly wide. He eyes the enpty desks near him and

wonders if

it would be too | ate to nove?

JIM
So, Any? who was that guy they have
posted up in the kitchen?

AWY
Oh you nean Jerry? Yeah HR sent out
an e-mail to all of us about that.
But | guess since you' re new you
didn’'t get that.

JIM
(munbl es)
| guess not.

AWY
He was a lighting artist |ike us.
And he was wor ki ng over 80 hours
| ast week and he had a heart
att ack.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

JI'M
He died in the office?!

JIMinmagi nes death gerns around him He w pes his hands on
hi s pants.

AW
(smles)
Yup. And then right after that they
hired you.
JIM

So they hired ne because |’ m
repl aci ng a dead guy?

AMY

(chi pper)
Yup!

JIM
And that doesn’t strike you as
weird at all?

AWY
(still chipper)
Nope that kind of thing happens
here often. Two nont hs ago soneone
over in the effects departnent got
repl aced too.

JIM
Oh.

JIMdoesn’t feel like eating. He also feels like he's going
to need nore coffee to get through the day. So he grabs his
mug and hi s doughnut and heads to the kitchen.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - KI TCHEN

The crowd of people are gone and only one person is standing
and drinking her coffee. SARAH (24) has long curly dark hair
and is the nost fashi onable one in the office. She is eyeing
JI M up behind her coffee.

JIMthrows the doughnut away and notices she’s eyeing him
up.

JI'M
Um hi ?

He takes in how hot she is and clears his throat. He puts on
a fake bravado.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

JI'M (CONT’ D)
(deep voi ce)
| nmean, Hey. The nanme’s Jim

SARAH
(1 aughs behi nd her cup)
| " m Sar ah.

JIMs fake bravado falls away.

JIM
| like that sweater. | nean you
| ook ni ce.

SARAH
(concer ned)
Real | y? You don’t think it’s too

baggy?

JIM
No-

JIMwas about to say nore but the nonent is |ost. Another
man wal ks through the kitchen and her hungry eyes | and on
him Feeling deflated JIMjust quietly |eaves.

He conpletely forgets about getting another cup of coffee.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - JIM S DESK

JIMsits at his desk and starts to work. Qut of nowhere an
e-mai|l notification pops up on his nonitor.

W see that all of the screens in the DUNGEON have gotten
the pop up notification.

It reads: "The client has decided that the entirety of the
movie’'s vix shots will be replaced. (There will also be new
extra scenes included.) However the studio would |ike the
novie to be done on schedule...”

SUNG HEE (O S.)
Go! Sound li ke chall engel!

JIM | ooks around and finds the owner of the voice. SUNG HEE
(30) a ridiculously chipper Korean inmgrant with a thick
accent .

JIM
And is that good?

SUNG HEE turns around to face JIM sniles, and bows his head
slightly.
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

SUNG- HEE
Oh hello!l Yes | never do this
bef or e.

JI'M
VWhat ? Redo a whole novie in two
weeks?

SUNG- HEE
Yes. This will be fun.

JIM
Sounds like hell if you ask ne. Oh

and the nane’'s Jim
He sticks his hand out for a shake.

SUNG- HEE
| am Sung- hee.

SUNG- HEE smi |l es even brighter sonehow. SUNG HEE doesn’t take
hi s hand.

JIM
(awkwar d)
Cool ... Well | should probably get
somet hi ng done today. Nice neeting
you.
SUNG- HEE
(sml es)
You t oo!

I NT. BLU DOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - JIM S DESK - CONTI NUED

JI M spots SARAH | eaving the kitchen. She has to pass himto
get to her desk.

JIM
(smles)
Hey!

SARAH stops in her tracks.

SARAH
(smles)
Hey.

JIM
So I’"’mnew. Do you know where
someone coul d get a good cup of
cof fee around here? This stuff
ki nda sucks.
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

He | ooks at his enpty nug and chucks it behind him Any

m racul ously catches the flying nug.

AMY (O S.)
(shrieks)
What the hell ?!

She | ooks around trying to figure out where it cane from

SARAH
(chuckl es)
Yeah it does.

She takes a sip of her coffee and smirks at him

SARAH( CONT’ D)
| m ght know a pl ace.

JIM

Sweet do you want to nmaybe go there

soneti ne? How about now?!

SARAH
" m ki nd of busy now.

JI'M
Ckay that’'s fine how about

maybe after |unch? You know after
the 2’ ocl ock slug brain cones out.

SARAH
(chuckl es)
Not today.

JIM

Al right well how about tonorrow

t hen?

SARAH

You' re really persistent aren’t

you?
JI'M

(smrks)
That’'s ny m ddl e nane.

SARAH

| can tell. Well fine tonorrow

after lunch sounds good.

JI'M
Per f ect .

She snmiles at himbefore wal king away towards her desk.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

SUNG HEE (O S.)
(tsk tsk)
No good i dea.

SUNG- HEE turns to him

JIM
What are you tal ki ng about ?

SUNG- HEE
She date everyone here. She break
your heart.

JIM
Even you?

SUNG- HEE
Two year ago. \Wen she first work
her e.

JIM
(smrks)
Ch. Then this should be easy then.

SUNG- HEE
kay don’t say | don’t warn you.
| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - JIM S DESK - M D MORNI NG

JIMis working on a particularly hard shot. On screen a
superhero is falling fromthe sky into the water bel ow

Just then he notices sonething catch his eye. The tag for
t he previous owner of this shot has the name "Jeff W
witten on it.

JI'M
(gasps)
No way!
AMY

(1 eans over)
What ? What’' s goi ng on?

JI'M
Jeff worked on this shot!

She | ooks at the screen.

AWY
Ww | guess so. | don’t renenber
all of his. They weren’'t kidding
about you repl acing hi m huh?
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

JIMis freaking out. He conbs through all of his assigned
shots. Every single one of themwere once Jeff’s.

JIM
(mout hs)
Fuck!

I NT. BLU DOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - SARAH S DESK - M D MORNI NG

AMY is at SARAH s desk. She is eating chips and offers SARAH
Sone.

AWY
So what do you think about Jin®

SARAH
Jin? Ch Jerry 2.0?! Way did he say
somet hi ng about ne?

AMY
Um no? Should he?

SARAH
No reason. But yeah he’s cute.
Definitely an inprovenent.

AWY
Yeah | guess so. That’'s not what |
nmean though. Do you think with the

deadline he'll make it?
SARAH
| don't know. | don't know if 1’11

even nake it. They m ght need to
repl ace nme too.

AWY
Mood. But seriously this is his
first novie?

SARAH
What ?

AWY
Yeah he’s only worked on
commercials till now See!

AMY shows her JIMs denp reel on her phone.

SARAH
Oh he’s going to die. But then
again he mght be used to the quick
turn around.
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

AMY
| hope so for his sake.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - CAFETERI A - LUNCH TI ME

JIMwal ks into the cafeteria. He passes by the TWNS from
earlier who again both stare as he wal ks by.

Of in the other side of the cafeteria a group of people are
betting on how long JIMw Il |ast at Bl udog.

GAMBLER #2
So how | ong do you think he'll
| ast ?

GAMBLER #3
|’d say a nonth tops.

GAMBLER #1
Alright and 1’11 put nyself down
for a week.

GAMBLER #4
| heard he's never even been in
vf X.

GAMBLER #1
Nah you nean he’s never worked on a
novi e. He’s done commerci al s.

GAMBLER #2
No way then he’d be gone in a week.
Put me down for a year

GAMBLER #4
(sni ckers)
Oh | ook who’s playing the | ong

gane.

GAMBLER #1
Ckay that’'s pretty far out 'l put
you down for half a year to a year
i nst ead.

GAMBLER #2
Alright | appreciate it.

GAMBLER #3

(whi spers)

Oh shit he’s here hide it all!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

The group betters hide their bidding noney and score board
as JIMwal ks by. Their eyes follow him JIMshrugs it off
and finds an enpty table.

He sits down and i medi ately the seats around himare filled
by AMY, SARAH, and SUNG HEE

SUNG- HEE
(chuckl es)
Hell o "New Jerry."

AMY
(Wi nces)
Sorry | told them

JIM
Shit is that what people are
calling me now?!

SARAH
That and "Jerry 2.0."
JIM
Great way to nake a guy feel
wel coned.
AWY
Oh don't worry it’ll go away soon.
JIM
You nean when anot her guy drops
dead?
AW

Don't be so rude! But yeah

JIM
How am | rude you’'re the one who
told nme about this whole thing?!

AWY
| just told you who he was,
didn’t tell you to be rude about
t his whol e thing.

JI'M
Fi ne whatever! But still it doesn't
sit right with ne.

AMY
What doesn’'t?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

14.

JIM
that 1"’monly here because Jerry
di ed.

AMY

Amv Don’t cut yourself short! Your
commerci al s were good!

JIM
You saw ny deno reel ?!

SARAH
Yeah she stal ks new peopl e she
nmeets. And then shows ne.

AWY
(scoffs)
No | don’t!
SARAH
Yeah you do. You' re pretty creepy
Any.
AW
(of f ended)
No |’ m not!
AWY ( CONT’ D)
(pout s)
Anyway at least I'’mnot Noir |evel
creepy!
JIM

Speaki ng of, how has he not been
cancel ed yet?

AMY
Mbod.

SARAH
Not for the lack of trying. But why
this time?

JIM
The first thing he says is he’'s
surprised I’ mnot Asian.

JI'M ( CONT’ D)

(to SUNG HEE)
No of f ense.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

SUNG- HEE
(smles)
kay.

AWY
He's the brother in | aw of the
ighting departnment head. So he
can’t be fired.

SARAH
Nepot i sm

JI'M
Isn't that like all of the film
i ndustry?

AMY and SARAH | ook at each other frustrated. SUNG HEE is
smling through his sandw ch.

JIM
What | don’t get is he’s ancient.
Practically a booner. So how has he
not just retired yet?

AWY
That’' s agei st!

SARAH
We think he stays because it nakes
himfeel relevant. And it gives him
sonet hing to do.

JIM
Okay well how hasn’t he gotten any
pronoti ons?

AMY
Actually he has, a few tinmes even
He told ne he didn't accept them
because he likes being an artist.

SARAH
Even though his work is subpar.
Anyone can do it. But yeah | think
it’s so he can socialize with us.
When you’ re higher up you have even
| ess tine.

Just then NO R shows up. This time he’s not shadowed and you
can see he is a mddle aged white man with gl asses.

( CONTI NUED)
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SARAH( CONT’ D)
Speak of the devil -

NO R
And he shall arrive. So you guys
were tal king about ne? Wat about?

JIM
Not hi ng Paul .

NO R
Oh no cone on now | want to know

JIM
Fine! W& were wondering why you
i ke that nane Noir so nuch.

NO R
It makes nme sound all nysterious-
SARAH AW
(munbl es) (munbl es)
And ol d. And ol d.
NO R
What was that?

JIM
Probabl y not hi ng. Anyway so Pau
how | ong have you been here?

NO R
Fifty-five years...Ch at Bludog you
mean? For about eight years now.

JIM
And in that tinme you haven’t
t hought to find sonething else? O
you know nove on?

NO R
Somret hi ng el se? Move on?

JIM
You know anot her conpany or anot her
position? You should be a head of
t he departnent somewhere by now.

NO R
Nope.

( CONTI NUED)
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JI'M
What do you nean nope? Why not ?

NO R
Wiy? What’s the point? |’ ve got
everything | need here.

JIM
That’'s kind of sad Paul. Sounds
like you' re not trying anynore.

NO R
(scoffs)
What does that mean? |’ mstill
trying! I'’mstill hipl!

SARAH
(munbl es)
No one even said that.

NO R
(shout s)
l"mstill young!

Peopl e around themin the cafeteria stop to stare.

JI'M
Cal m down Paul !

NO R
(shouts)
No you know what?! [I’'|l prove it!

He scrolls through his phone and finds an old nene from 2017
he had saved and just di scovered.

NO R
See isn't this funny!?

He shows it to everyone at the table.

NO R
See I'mstill in the know.

AW
Un actually that nene represents
oppr essi on. And-

NO R
Shut up! Not everything is super
woke!

AMY scoffs and glares at NOR She's seething in her seat.

( CONTI NUED)
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NO R

But see Jim this is funny right?
JIM

Yeah sure Paul. It’s funny. But

what does that have to do with you
not wanting to | eave here?

NO R
It -

SUNG- HEE
Maybe he okay here?

NO R | ooks at SUNG- HEE st unned.

SUNG- HEE
What ? | can speak Engli sh

NO R
You nean this whole tine |’ve known
you, you coul d speak English?

SUNG- HEE
Yes.

INT. BLU DOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - SUNG HEE' S DESK
( FLASHBACK)

BEG N FLASHBACK:
Title Card: "2015"

NO R is laughing as he scrolls through his phone. He is
standi ng next to SUNG HEE s desk.

NO R
Hey you know t hat "Gangnam Styl e"
song right? On right that’s
probably your favorite song.

He continues to scroll through his phone.
SUNG HEE rolls his eyes.

NO R
So that’s why they call it a
Gangnam style? |1’ m sure you al ready
knew t hat though. You re fromthere
right?

SUNG HEE | ooks up and smiles before | ooking back at the

conput er nonitor.
( CONTI NUED)
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NO R
Well that was some fun trivia of
t he day. Anyway have a good one!

NO R whi stl es as he wal ks away and SUNG HEE shakes hi s head.
END FLASHBACK

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - CAFETERI A - LUNCH
Present Day

NORis still staring at SUNG HEE in di sbelief then shakes
hi s head and si ghs.

NO R
Way haven’t you said anything
bef ore?! You nmade ne think you
coul dn’t speak English for years.

SUNG- HEE
Easi er that way.

NO R
Holy shit.

JIM

Yeah you don’t say. Welp |I'm
| eaving this awkward as hel
nmonment. See you guys later in

dailies.
NO R
Okay, see you Jim
AWY SARAH
Bye! Bye!

SUNG- HEE sm | es and waves.

I NT. BLUDOG STUDICS - JIM S DESK - DAILIES

Cut to Canera view of a Zoom style conference call. JIMis
the first one to arrive.
JIM
(munbl es)

Oh-kay this is weird they said it’s
at one o' clock right? Were is
everyone?

( CONTI NUED)
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SUNG- HEE arrives next, he is all smles as usual.

JIM
Oh hey!

SUNG- HEE
Hel | ol

The two quiet TWNS fromearlier show up on the call

JIM
Hey! 1’ ve seen you guys earlier but
| didn’t get a chance to say hi!

The TW NS m crophone stays mnute.
A beat.

JIM
(awkwar d)
Oh-kay. Anyway nice neeting you

JIMal so nutes his m crophone.

The VFX SUPERVI SOR a big bearded man (35) and the LI GHTI NG
LEAD a sickly skinny British man (30) joins the call

VFX SUPERVI SOR
Hey gl ad to see everyone is here.

LI GHTI NG LEAD
Oh-10o! And no | ooks like we're
m ssing a few.

VFX SUPERVI SOR
Should we wait then?

SARAH joins the call.

LI GHTI NG LEAD
Just two nore | think.

LI GHTI NG LEAD( CONT’ D)
Vell in the nean tine | can
i ntroduce you to one of our new
t eam nmenbers. Jim Lee.

VFX SUPERVI SOR
Ch right, because Jerry is gone?

JIMis nmute but his face falls at that renmark.
SARAH snorts and tries to hide her laughter on screen with

fake coughs.
( CONTI NUED)
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NO R funmbles with his headset.

NO R
(munbl es)

Damm pi ece of shit! Stop tangling
up!

JIM
Paul you’'re not nute.

NO R
What ?!

SARAH

You're not nute Noir!

NO R
Oh really?! Shit! Hold on

NO R finds a way to nute hinself. By grabbing the m crophone
in his hand.

AW finally arrives, she's always |ate.

AWY
Ch sorry I'’m | ate everyone.

LI GHTI NG LEAD
No worri es.

VFX SUPERVI SOR
Just try to be here on tine for
once.

AMY W nces.

LI GHTI NG LEAD
Alright so the shots | have to show
you today are fromthe PU sequence
and the AR one. Now the first one
i s-

The dailies neeting goes on and on, the voices blur away as
everyone else in the call tries to keep their conposure.

NO R falls asleep and he wasn’t nute after all. H's snoring
cones through.

SARAH | aughs at hi m
JIM | eaves his screen and shows up on NOR s to wake himup

SUNG HEE is sitting real still with his eyes unblinking.
( CONTI NUED)
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AMY turns to ask himsonething but he doesn’t nove.
JI M shocks NO R awake.

NO R
(shout s)
What t he-?!

JIM
You were snoring! And for Christ’s
sake nute yourself.

JIMhits the mute button on his conmputer. He rushes back to
hi s conputer.

AMY is still trying to get SUNG HEE's attention. He finally
wakes up and we see he had his eyes painted onto his
eyel i ds.

Everyone including the VFX SUPERVI SOR and LI GHTI NG LEAD st op
to stare.

LI GHTI NG LEAD
Well that’s it for today.

VEX SUPERVI SOR
Al right see you guys tonorrow and
remenber we’ve got two weeks!

The VFX SUPERVI SOR | eaves the call and the Lighting LEAD
clears his throat.

LI GHTI NG LEAD
Jimagain wel conme to the show,
sorry you’'re not here on better
ci rcunst ances.

JIM
It’s fine, and thanks.

LI GHTI NG LEAD
Al right well everyone el se get your
shite together! There’'s going to be
pl enty of overtinme conm ng our way.
Al right anyhow good | uck on your
shot s.

The LI GHTI NG LEAD | eaves the call and one by one so does
everyone else. NOR is of course the last to | eave.

NO R
How the fuck do I1-? Oh right the
bi g red phone down button.
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He finally | eaves the call

I NT. BLU DOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - JIM S DESK

JIMcan’t shake the feeling that he should know nore about
Jerry. He stops working and turns to AM.

JIM
Isn’t it a bit strange that no one
even tal ks about Jerry? To all of
you he was just here.

AWY
Not really, people conme and go al
the tine.
AMY ( CONT’ D)
(shock)

Ch not that they keeping dying, |
mean they nove on. To anot her
conpany.

JIM
Right. So there’s got to be soneone
here that was friends with himand
they can tell ne nore about him

right?

AMY
Maybe but why?

JIM
| mrepl aci ng a guy because he
died, | feel like | should at |east
| earn who he was. It’s the | east |
coul d do.

AMY

But you do know. He was a |ighter
i ke you, he worked too hard and
had a heart attack. And now you're
her e.

JI'M
And that’s ALL | know. | don’t even
know i f he had kids or what he was
like. I"'mgoing to to try to find
soneone.

JI M shoots up fromhis chair.

( CONTI NUED)
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AWY
Good | uck.

I NT. BLU DOG STUDI OS - 1ST FLOOR - PRODUCTI ON AREA

JI M wal ks around seeing who he could talk to. He spots the
production staff and figures sonmeone there ought to know.

JIM
Hey so | was wondering if maybe you
could tell nme alittle bit nore
about Jerry?

PRODUCTI ON COORDI NATOR
Who' s Jerry?

JI'M
The guy | repl aced.

PRODUCTI ON COORDI NATOR

Oh that Jerry! Yeah nah | couldn’t
tell you anything, | barely knew
hi m

JI'M

Di d anyone know hi nf?
He | ooked around the office and all of them shrugged.

JIM
There’s got to be soneone that knew
hi m

EXT. BLU DOG STUDI CS - 1ST FLOOR - MEETI NG ROOM

Qutside of a neeting roomJIMruns into the LIGHTI NG LEAD
fromearlier

JIM
Hey!

LI GHTI NG LEAD
H Jiml How are you settling in?

JIM
Fine, so hey I was wondering did
you know anyt hi ng about Jerry?

LI GHTI NG LEAD
VWhat about hi nf?

( CONTI NUED)
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The LI GHTI

JI'M junps

SUNG- HEE |
hi m

25.

JIM
| don’t know, did if he have a
fam |y or sonething?

LI GHTI NG LEAD
| think he had two kids or
something | don’t renenber. He
woul d drag on sonetines but |
rarely listened. Anyway |'ma bit
short on tinme. If you have any
ot her questions ask Sung- hee.

NG LEAD rushes off.

JI'M
(munbl es)
| f everyone is in the office why
are we still doing zoom neetings?

SUNG HEE( Q. S.)
| don’t know.

from SUNG HEE showi ng up out of the bl ue.

JIM
(shouts)
Ch god!
JI' M ( CONT’ D)

H! So hey do you know anyt hi ng
about Jerry?

SUNG- HEE
He was ni ce.

eaves. JIMis left wondering if anyone even knew

I NT. BLU DOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - AMY' S DESK - M D AFTERNOON

NO R heads over to AMY' s desk

NO R
So why were you late this tine? A
bout of anxiety or was it another
one of your kind s panic attack?

AW
(shock)
Um excuse ne?! My kind? And are you
maki ng fun of ny nental illness?!

( CONTI NUED)
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NO R
No, I’m sure other people really
have them People that went through
sone real shit. Like veterans. But
what made you late this tinme? You
only live three bl ocks from here.

AW
(scoffs)
And?

NO R
So why are you always | ate?

AWY
That’ s none of your business. But
if you have to know

NO R
| don’t, but I"msure youll tel
me anyway.

One seat over JIMcones back and sits in his chair and puts
hi s headphones on to work.

AW
It’s because | had a small anxiety
attack after lunch. I was watching

sone tik toks and they triggered
me. They rem nded ne of when ny
parents sold the house from under
me. | was living on ny friend s
couch for nonths.

NO R
(regret)
Well shit. I'"msorry kid. But hey
maybe use your phone | ess?

AMY
| shoul d but -

NO R
Your generation is addicted to
t hem
NO R | eaves AMY’ s desk.
AMY NO R

(munbl es) (munbl es)
Boomer . Zooner .

He turns to JIM
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I NT. BLU DOG STUDI OGS - DUNGEON - JIM S DESK - CONTI NUED

NO R hovers by JIMand waits till he notices. JIM
reluctantly pulls off his headphones to see what NO R wants.
NO R
Hey Jerry- | nmean Jim how s it

hangi ng?
NO R chuckl es at his own j oke.

JIM
(sighs)
Hey Paul. Fromlike 5 m nutes ago
when we were all on the call? Yeah
not hi ng has changed.

NO R
Not hi ng new?

JIM
Nope.

NO R

So I’ ve heard through the grapevine
you’ ve got all of Jerry’ s shots.

JIM
Wrd seens to have a funny way of
traveling fast around here.

JI M side eyes AM.

NO R
But has anyone told you that you're
at his desk too?

JIM
VWhat ?!

JIM I ooks around his desk in concern.

NO R
No I"mjust joshing you it’s the
one next to you.

He’'s pointing at the enpty seat on the left of JIM He | ooks
over at it.

JI'M
(munbl es)
Vel |l shit.

( CONTI NUED)
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JI'M ((CONT" D)
(to Noir)
Well hey | need to get back to
wor K.
NO R
Well hey let nme see your work
first.
JIM
Fi ne. Then you’re | eaving!
NO R
Al right.
JIMpulls up what he was working on since the norning. H's
lighting work is really beautiful. And all of his shots are
nore than hal fway done.
NO R
Ww And you didn’t cone across any
errors?
JIM

To be honest not many. A few
animation errors | had to send
back. Like this one.

He pulls up a shot where the character nodel is inverted and
the eyeballs are com ng out of their sockets.

NO R
That’ s so creepy.

JIM
Yeah it’s cursed but anyways so
yeah so those are ny shots.

NO R
You just got those shots today?

JIM
Yeah | just got here renenber.

NO R
(munbl es)
Fucki ng show of f.
NO R retreats in a silent jeal ous rage.

AMY turns to JIMand sm |l es.

( CONTI NUED)
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AWY
You showed him

JIM
Sure, Any. Sure.

AWY defl ates and JI M goes back to work. He feels a little
funny and starts to rub his head.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON Kl TCHENETTE
SARAH i s picking out snacks by the coffee machi ne.
NO R conmes in with his nug and pretends to choose a coffee.

NO R
(frustrated)
There’s just so many options on
this new spangl ed nachine. | don’t
know whi ch one to get.

SARAH
| " m surprised you haven't tried
themall by now

NO R
Ha! Good point I’'Il just go through
all of them

SARAH nods her head. She notices NOR isn't wearing his
weddi ng ring anynore.

A sweet "Dul ce Frappe" concoction floods his nug.

NA R
Thanks now to see what this tastes
i ke.

He takes a sip. His face is pinched in disgust.

NO R
What happened to coffee just being
cof fee?

SARAH
(munbl es)
Just choose the black coffee option
t hen. Jeez.

NO R
Wl |l waste not, want not and all.
"Il see you around.
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He takes another sip as he | eaves and groans at the taste.

| NT. BLU DOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - N GHTMARE SEQUENCE
Begi n Ni ght mare Sequence:

JIM I ooks at his hands and he notices it’'s a little thicker
and older. Wth a few |liver spots and nore veins.

JIM
VWhat the-?

He | ooks down and sees his flat stonmach replaced with a
gi ant beer gut.

JI'M
VWhat the hell?

The date on the conputer was |ast week. H s desk | ooks
different. There's a photo of sonme kids next to his
nmoni t or.

The nonitor itself is covered with sticky notes in a
handwiti ng he doesn’t recognize.

AMY( QO S.)
H Jerry did you get that shot |
asked for help on done? It should
be "PCS-1280."

JIM | ooks over at AMY. She's two seats down now. And her
hair is a different color. A faded pink.

JIM
(confused)
VWhat ? Why are you calling nme that?

H's voice isn't his. JIMs hands shoot up to his nouth in
shock.

AW
Are you okay Jerry? You don't | ook
good. Not tal ki ng about your | ooks
or anything. Just you look a little
si ck.

JIMtries to get up fromhis desk but he is having trouble.

A hand | ands on each shoulder. It’'s the TWNS fromearlier
They shush himand prevent himfrom standi ng.

Just then JIMfeels a sharp pain run through him He
clutches his heart.
( CONTI NUED)
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SFX: Fast heart beat

JIM
(gr oans)
Aaaa! \What the hell!

JiIMfalls off the chair onto the floor clutching his heart.
He’' s wheezi ng.

SFX: Heart rate nonitor flatline

AMY (O S.)
(shouts)
Jerry?!!

The last thing he sees are the twi ns above him

End Ni ght mare Sequence

| NT. BLU DOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - JIM S DESK - LATE AFTERNOON
Present Day
JI M shoots his head up fromthe desk and screarns.

AW
Are you okay?

JIM
(breat hi ng heavy)
Maybe? Yeah, yeah | think so.

He’'s sweating a little and tries to catch his breath. He
nervously | ooks at his hands. They’'re his again. He then
| ooks down at his stonmach. It’'s flat again. His voice is
al so hi s again.

JIM
Oh t hank God!

The desk isn’t covered with sticky notes and there are no
photos. JIMsighs in relief.

AW
What happened?

JIM
Not hi ng. Everything is fine.

AW
Maybe you ate sonet hing weird?

NO R over hears when he wal ks by.
( CONTI NUED)
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NO R(Q S.)
Probably that cheap sushi you had
for |unch.
JIM
(munbl es)

Maybe.

| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - SARAH S DESK

AMY grabs her too sweet |atte and heads over to SARAH s
desk.

AWY
Hey so how are your shots goi ng?

SARAH
Good I'"mjust having a little
trouble with lighting the pupils.

AW
Yeah. So any new tea?

SARAH
| think Noir got divorced.

AWY
VWhat since when?!

SARAH
He took of f his weddi ng ring.

AW
What do you think happened?

SARAH
| don’t know their shared instagram
went private. You don’t think she
has her own secret one do you?

AWY
What was her nane agai n?

SARAH
Margaret | think?

AW
So a nmggie then. Let ne see.

She funbles with her phone a few seconds.

( CONTI NUED)
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AMY

Okay found her! "Maggi e83." Wiy do

booners al ways put their birth year

in their usernane?

SARAH
| can’t tell if | should be
di sgusted at how fast you were ab
to find her or not.

AMY
Do you want to see it or not?!

SARAH
Show ne!

AMY hands SARAH her phone.
SARAH( CONT’ D)

No way she was born in
ei ghty-three! You know how ol d No

iS.
AW
So she’'s trying to be younger?
SARAH
That woul d explain the guy she’s
with.

AMY peers over here shoul der at the photos.

e

r

All
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of the nost

recent ones were of the wife and a younger man at a beach.

AW
Onh.
SARAH
Yeah-
AW
We gotta tell himright?
SARAH

Maybe? He m ght already know. In
any case it looks like Jerry isn't
the only one that got replaced.

AMY and SARAH chuckl e behi nd the conputers.
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I NT. BLU DOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - BEER O CLOCK - DUSK

A trolley cart conmes by and a bl ond stoner production
assi stant, ETHAN(21) slides a can of beer down JIMs desk.

ETHAN
Hey you | ook new. You al so | ook
i ke you coul d use one of these.

JIM
Um hey thanks. You can tell huh? So
what’ s this about?

He turns the can over in his hand.

ETHAN
Oh yeah every day an hour before
wor k ends we go around giving
everyone beer.

He pulls a giant bottle of cheap red w ne out.

ETHAN
O w ne.

JI'M
Ni ce! Now | can see why you guys
i ke working here! Don't tel
anyone | said that. It's my first
day | don’t want people to think
t hi ngs.

ETHAN
(zi ps his nout h)
| won't tell. If you don't tel
anyone about this.

JIM
What ?

ETHAN sl i des another can down to him

JIM
Hey t hanks man!

ETHAN
No problem vyou could really use
it. Especially since |I’'ve heard
you're a replacenent.

JIM
Ww, literally everyone knows!

( CONTI NUED)
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ETHAN
They do man. But hey don't let it
get to you. It doesn’t mean
anyt hi ng. Not hi ng nuch happens
around here. But yeah people w |
forget soon don’t worry.

JI'M
(smles)
Thanks man.

ETHAN
No worries. Alright see you later
br uh!

JIMraises his beer at himand takes a pull fromit.

ETHAN whistles "Don’t Wrry Be Happy" by Bobby MFerin as he
pushes the cart away.

I NT. BLU DOG STUDI OGS - DUNGEON - BEER O CLOCK - NO R S DESK

SARAH grabs a can of beer fromthe cart and doesn't even
acknowl edge ETHAN. She hands the beer to NOR

NO R
Thanks.

SARAH
So Ji m brought up a good point
earlier. How cone you haven't noved
on to anot her conpany or becane a
| ead or somet hi ng? By now you
coul d’ ve been the head of the VFX
departnent and about to retire with
your very own yacht.

NO R
| don’t know. If I"'ma lead | can’'t
hangout anynore. | |ike being able

to talk with you guys.

SARAH
Thought as nuch. But what about
friends or-?

She points at his ring finger and the m ssing weddi ng band.
SARAH
What happened? Did Lorraine | eave
you?

( CONTI NUED)
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NO R
(sheepi shly)

SARAH r ai ses her brow.

She scr ol
page.

NO R
(sighs)
Ckay yeah she left. She got fed up
with ne being consuned with work.
"Never gave her the tine of day"
apparently.

SARAH
(munbl es)
O tinme of night apparently.

NO R
What ?

SARAH
Then why are you still here?

N R
(sni ckers)
What the hell else am | supposed to
do?!

SARAH
| don’t know retire maybe? O find
anot her better paying conpany at
the very least?

s through her phone to his wife’'s secret instagram

NO R
And you don’t think I've tried?
|”ve applied to a billion and one

pl aces! No one wants nme. So |’ ve
stayed here. And | got so consuned
with work that pretty nuch everyone
has left ne or forgotten about ne.

SARAH
So we're all you have left?

NO R
Yeah, pretty much.

SARAH
(whi spers)
Fuck.
( CONTI NUED)
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She decides not to tell himand puts her phone away.

NO R
You said it.

He opens the drawer at his desk and pulls out a small silver
flask. He holds it up for SARAH and she wordl essly takes a
sip fromit.

SARAH
Srnoot h.

She hands it back to NOR who nearly drains the flask

NO R
Hts the spot.

SARAH
But wait | heard that your brother
in law was the one that keeps you
her e?

NO R
Yeah | think he just feels sorry
for me now.

SARAH
Probabl y.

NO R
CGee t hanks.
| NT. BLUDOG STUDI OS - DUNGEON - END OF DAY

JIMspots the tine and he stretches. He gets up and starts
packing his stuff to | eave.

AMY i s al ready packed.

AMY
See you tonorrow

JIM
Al right, goodnight!

JI M checks a few things on his conputer first then turns it
of f.
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I NT. BLU DOG STUDI OGS - DUNGEON - SARAH S DESK

JIMfinds SARAH i s busy focusing on her work and drinking
the |l ast of her beer can.

JIM
So hey are you doing OT or are you
headi ng out ?

SARAH
Il head out soon. | think today
is probably the |ast day we can
before OT hits us.

JIM
Vll then we shoul d enjoy the night
while it |asts.

SARAH
(smrks)
Yeah.
JI'M
Do you want to maybe grab a bite to
eat ?
SARAH
(smles)
| could eat.

Just then AMY cones rushing back to the floor out of
br eat h.

AW
(shout s)

The doors are | ocked!

SARAH
What ?!

JIM
VWhat the hell are you talking
about ?!

NO R cones rushing over

NO R
What’ s happeni ng?!

JI'M
The doors are | ocked.

( CONTI NUED)
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SARAH
Have you tried all of thenf!
AWY
(still out of breath)
Every one on this floor and above.
SUNG- HEE
Even energency one?
AWY
Yes!
JIM
We're | ocked in!
NO R
Well this is one hell of a way to
treat us!
SARAH
This can’t be | egal.
AW
| want to go hone!
JIM
Shoul d we call the police or
soneone?
SUNG- HEE
(smles)

Yay! Time for overtine!

Everyone | ooks at SUNG HEE in shock, and then back at each
ot her.

Rol|l Credits



