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FADE | N:
EXT. CAMP PENDLETQON, CA - | NTERSTATE 5 SOUTHBOUND - M DN GHT

Caption: 1998
A car speeds down the freeway, swerving dangerously as it
cuts through the night.

I NT. MLES CAR - CONTI NUOUS

M LES BOYKIN (32M, a Black man wth deep lines etched into
his weary face, grips the steering wheel tightly. Next to
him his ten-year-old son, CAROU BOYKIN, struggles to stay
awake, his eyelids heavy with sl eep.

The faint sound of "Going in Circles' by The Friends of
Distinction drifts fromthe cassette player. Ml es' eyes
momentarily soften, lost in a nenory of |aughter and carefree
days.

Ml es takes a swig froma beer can, his focus wavering. The
car swerves again, jolting Caroui awake.

CARQU
(pani cki ng)
Dad!

Caroui glances around, his heart racing until he realizes
they're alone on the road. He reaches for the steering wheel,
pani c etched on his young face.

M LES
(slurring, irritated)
What the hell are you doi ng?

The car veers dangerously close to the nedian.
CARQU
(voice trenbling)
Dad, pl ease! Just stop the car!
EXT. MLES CAR - CONTI NUCUS

The tires screech as the car swerves left and right, barely
staying on the road.



I NT. MLES CAR - CONTI NUCUS

M LES
(di sm ssive)
| know what |'m doin'.

EXT. MLES CAR - CONTI NUCUS

The car swerves, tires skimmng the rough grass and dirt of
t he nedi an, sending up a spray of earth.

I NT. MLES CAR - CONTI NUCUS

CARQU

(yel l'i ng)
Dad, you're too drunk

M| es, eyes half-closed, dozes off again. The car drifts
further onto the nedian.

EXT. MLES CAR - CONTI NUCUS
Dirt and debris fly as the wheels dig into the earth.
I NT. MLES CAR - CONTI NUOUS

Mles jolts awake, heart racing. He yanks the wheel
right-just in tinme to mss an oncom ng truck.

M LES
Sh_tl(frantic, beer can slipping)
it!

He takes desperate gul ps of beer, trying to steady hinself.
Caroui grips the door handle, knuckles white, tightening his
seat bel t.

CUT TO

EXT. CAMP PENDLETON, CA - | NTERSTATE 5 NORTHBOUND -
CONTI NUQUS

A cl ose-up of an El GHTEEN- WHEELER speedi ng nort hbound, its
headl i ghts piercing the darkness.

I NT. MLES CAR - CONTI NUOUS

Mles drifts off again.



EXT. MLES CAR - CONTI NUCUS

The car jerks left into the dirt, now swerving on the
nort hbound side of the freeway.

I NT. MLES CAR - CONTI NUCUS

CARQU
(scream nQ)
DAD, WAKE UP!

M| es snaps awake, his eyes wide with fear, heart racing. The
headl i ghts of an EI GHTEEN- WHEELER | oom | arge i n t he darkness
ahead, a nonstrous shadow barreling toward him

CRASH
The car flies into the air, spinning wldly.
BOOM
It lands on the nmedian, bursting into flanes.

I NT. SAN DI EGO, CA - SOLANA BEACH POLI CE DEPARTMENT - JAIL -
DAY

Present day. An older MLES BOYKIN (57M, scarred and weary,
is escorted in handcuffs, wearing an orange junpsuit. His
sal t-and- pepper hair franmes a face marked by tine and regret.

CFFI CER
M | es Boyki n?

M| es nods, a heavy sil ence hangi ng between them

OFFI CER
You agai n? Anything we need to know
bef ore gen pop?

M | es shakes his head, a m x of defiance and resignation.
Anot her officer grips his arm |eadi ng himaway.

I NT. SAN DI EGO, CA - SOLANA BEACH POLI CE DEPARTMENT - HOLDI NG
CELL - CONTI NUED

Mles sits in his cell, lost in thought. A WHTE MAN in a
t hree- pi ece suit approaches, dropping a creamcolored card at
his feet.

Mles picks it up, squinting at the nanme: "Tom Mackenzie" and
a phone nunber. The man wal ks away, |eaving Ml es puzzl ed.



CARQUI (V.0)
| survived that blaze, but that
experience was only the beginning.

Ml es steps closer to the bars, the weight of his past
pressi ng down on him

CARQUI (V.0Q)
| still westle within myself in
search for forgiveness. "He was under
a lot of pressure.” "It was an
addi ction, Caroui."

Canmera closes in on Mles' scarred face through the bars, a
haunti ng rem nder of choices nade. Scene norphs into the next
scene.

I NT. SAN DI EGO, CA - CONVENTI ON CENTER - | NTERNATI ONAL AUTO
SHOW - MORNI NG

The canera focuses on CAROU BOYKIN s scarred face and neck
each mark telling a story of his past.

As the canera pulls back, we see CARCU BOYKIN (35M, a Bl ack
man radi ati ng confidence, standing on stage with a portable

m crophone clipped to his ear. Behind him a massive flat
screen di splays the words, "Letric Solar."

The audience is a mx of potential custoners, investnent
br okers, business executives, and nedia, all eyes on him

CARQU
(passi onat e)
"It wasn't all his fault."” He was the
only Black man at the conpany." "Just
give hima break!"

He pauses, letting the weight of his words settle in.

CARCU
But | ran out of excuses.

The audi ence |leans in, enpathy etched on their faces.
CARQU
(sighs)
Quter scars never conpare to the inner
wounds.

The crowd is captivated by his sincerity.



CARQU
My dad. Hopping fromprison to prison
for vehi cul ar mansl aughter and a
fourth DU .

Gasps ripple through the audi ence. Anong themis SEG.ENDA
(59F), a poised Black woman, her brow furrowed in concern as
she | eans forward, eyes sharp and searching. She's seen too
much to ignore the pain in Caroui's voice.

Behi nd her, two friends sit closely together. MARY (24F), a
t hought ful young Bl ack woman, wears a skeptical expression,
caught between curiosity and apprehension.

She gl ances at ELKA (21F) an excited young white wonan who
listens intently, her eyes wide with anticipation. Mary turns
back to the stage, trying to process the unfol ding drana.

CARQU
| hear him quoting God, "Son, did you
really think that God is uniting
fol ks? Luke 12:51 and 53, ' Suppose ye
that | amcone to give peace on earth?
| tell you, Nay, but rather division:
the father shall be divided agai nst
t he son, and the son against the
father...""

He pauses, searching the crowd's eyes for understandi ng.

CARQU
| wonder. Is there still hope for us.

Segl enda' s gaze is heavy with guilt as she absorbs his words.

CARQU
But | digress. | won't bore you with
endl ess stats, but here's the hard
truth: one in three car crash deaths
in the U.S. involves a drunk driver.

In the crowd, El ka whispers to Mary.

ELKA
He's got scars, but he's still cute.

Mary rolls her eyes, sarcasmdripping from her voice.

MARY
Get to the point, already.



El ka chuckl es, nudgi ng her friend.

ELKA
Hi s bi ography, though? Really good.

Mary's expression shifts to intrigue as she watches Caroui.

CARQU
The acci dent sparked sonething in
me- no pun intended.

Laughter erupts fromthe crowd, but one investnent broker
turns to his partner, uncertainty flickering in his eyes.

CARQU
It ignited a fire in nme to make our
roads in Anerica safer. My entire
career has been fueled by... oops,
anot her pun.

The crowd | aughs agai n, easing the tension.

CARQU
...fueled by ny love of cars. As a
child, I would watch the wheels spin

on cars with conplete fascination. |
knew t hat one day | would nmake a
positive difference in the world.
That's why I'munveiling a

revol utionary car riding experience:
the all-new "LECTRA SELF- DRI VI NG SOLAR
ELECTRI C CAR. "

Suddenly, the lights dim and the flat screen splits in two.
Three vehicles drive onto the stage as thene nusic plays,
each wth a nodel seated in the rear

CARQU
(pointing to the nodel s)
They're braver than | am

The crowd | aughs as the cars cone to a stop at the front of

the stage. The cars reveals digital signs illum nating:
"Lectra-Z," "Lectra-Y," and "Lectra-X."
CARQU

On ny left, your right, we have the
base nodel, "Lectra-X. " On ny right,
your left, the internedi ate nodel
"Lectra-Y." And in the mddle, the
advanced nodel, "Lectra-Z " Al three



come wth standard features, but the
"Lectra-Z" is equipped with advanced
safety features and of f-road
capabilities.

The crowd nmurnmurs i n awe.

CARQU
They' re not airborne. Just yet.

Laughter fills the room but Mary's expression shifts to
concer n.

CARQU
Each vehicle is designed with safety
mechani sns to enhance their self-
driving capabilities. This wll not
only keep peopl e safe but
revol utioni ze the car industry. |
won't go into all the features today
since ny time is limted, but | urge
each of you to sign up for a free
digital Lectra car booklet and our
test-drive event next Saturday. First
come, first serve.

The cars illum nate their slogans in unison, the words
glowing brightly: "Lectra, The Last Car You WII| Ever Drive."

The crowd erupts into cheers, clapping and whistling, a wave
of excitenment washing over the room

CARQUI
(grinning, energized)
Thank you all for listening. Enjoy the
rest of the exhibits.

As Caroui steps back, the applause continues, but not
everyone i s convinced. MARY watches with skepticism arns
crossed, while ELKA is buzzing with enthusiasm CROAD CHATTER
| N THE BACKGROUND.

ELKA
He started his own conpany at 17..

Mary's gaze drifts to Caroui, her interest piqued despite
hersel f.

ELKA
He'd steal parts fromjunk cars to
devel op his designs. He's not marri ed;



his inventions are his children.

Mary rai ses an eyebrow, a mx of admration and sarcasm

MARY
(dryly) _
Yeah, he's really sonething. Elka, |'m

not here for a hookup. Just ny bl og.

El ka brushes off Mary's conmment, her excitenment bubbling
over.

ELKA
(interrupting)
He refused a partnership..

Mary rolls her eyes, uninpressed.

ELKA
... because they woul dn't discl ose
their stance on safety. | nean, WOW

Mary's expression shifts to one of realization.

MARY
Don't do it! Never buy a car when it
first comes out. Words of w sdom

ELKA
Wy not ?

MARY
They' ve gotta work out the kinks.
Don't you find it odd that this self-
driving craze is just now starting?
The technol ogy' s been around for
decades.

El ka shakes her head, dism ssing Mary's concerns.

ELKA
You're an Uber and Lyft junkie.
They're gonna be the first victins of
t hese rides, you know. Quit being Mss
Super - Negat i ve.

Mary shakes her head, her skepticism deepening.
ELKA

(t easi ng)
Paranoid Patty, | nean, Paranoid Mary.



Boyfriends and now cars.

The crowd around them has doubl ed, and Mary starts to feel
cl aust rophobi c.

MARY
Let's nove around.

El ka i gnores her, determ ned.

ELKA
| "' m gonna buy that car and MAKE MARY
TRUST AGAI N.

Mary | ooks at El ka, amusenent breaking through her
skepticism They chuckle, preparing to nove.

As they do, Mary accidentally | ocks eyes with Caroui from
across the room He's engaged with investors, his charisnma
undeni abl e.

El ka grabs Mary's arm both of them giggling as they weave
t hrough the crowd.

Segl enda, al so sneaking gl ances at Caroui, tries to inch
cl oser. She takes a deep breath, longing in her eyes, but is
interrupted by a vibration in her purse.

She pulls out her phone, seeing a video fromher sister. Wth
a sigh, she continues her pursuit, but Caroui is now deep in
conversation with PAUL (37M, a stocky white business
executive. Seglenda stops, disappointnment washi ng over her.
She clicks on the video link, curiosity getting the better of
her.

The YouTube video features a man known as "TEA SPILLER " The
vi deo pl ays.

YOUTUBER TEA SPI LLER
Thank you, God! He won! He beat the
weakest President and Vice President
ever! Things never got squashed 'cause
t hey' ve never put their foot down.

Segl enda chuckl es softly, the tension easing.
YOUTUBER TEA SPI LLER
The political tenperature was so high
But still nothing got done!

Her | aughter draws the attention of nearby spectators, but



10.

she's lost in the nonent.

YOUTUBER TEA SPI LLER
This president only cared about his
cl ean energy agenda, but what about
poverty? What about the influx of
illegal immgrants flooding our
communities with sex trafficking and
drugs? Especially Black comunities?

Segl enda' s | aughter fades as she notices a glinpse of Caroui,
hi s body | anguage tense. She pauses the video.

Segl enda' s gaze sharpens, her interest in Caroui deepening as
she observes his body | anguage-tense yet passionate, a man
caught between his past and his ambitions.

El ka approaches Mary, her expression a mx of frustration and
di sbel i ef.

ELKA
(exasper at ed)
He sucks ass!

MARY
(rai sing an eyebrow)
Are you really surprised?

Elka m mcs her dad's voice, rolling her eyes.

ELKA
mtired of you inpul se buying."
was |i ke, "Dad, this is not a candy
bar; this is a whole car!"”

Mary sm rks, shaking her head.

MARY
Just sign up for that event and take
himw th you.

Mary's gaze drifts to Caroui, who is backstage, engaged in a
heat ed di scussion with Paul. She can't help but admre him
her flirtation evident.

ELKA

(grinning)
The car's daddy-Iookin'" real nice.

Mary chuckl es, playfully shooing El ka away wi th her hand.
El ka | aughs, her energy infectious, and dashes off toward the
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si gn-up ar ea.

Mary's attention returns to the stage, where the cars glisten
under the lights, the slogan "Lectra, The Last Car You WII
Ever Drive" glowing brightly.

I NT. SAN DI EGO, CA - MARY' S HOUSE - BEDROOM - N GHT

Mary sits cross-1egged on her bed, laptop glowing in the dim
light, fingers poised over the keyboard.

The screen displays her blog entry titled: "A AUTOSHOW
EXPERI ENCE, " boasting "5M subscribers.” She types with a m x
of ent husi asm and cont enpl ati on.

MARY TYPI NG "Caroui Boykin's technology is, in fact,

amazi ng. Now that | understand his use of Al is nore about
safety than dollars, it makes ne feel better about his
revol utionary self-driving LECTRA-Z cars. He's also quite
interesting, often speaking about his dad and his difficult
upbringing after losing his nother..."

She pauses, reflecting on her words.

MARY TYPING "From ny perspective, his dad lost it after her
death, and it seens to have taken a chunk out of himas well-
sonething he'll probably never admt. | noticed he takes

t hings very seriously."

She types her conclusion, a playful smrk on her face.

MARY TYPI NG " CONCLUSI ON: W& have nobre in common than |
t hought. -(WNK EMQJI)"

As she finishes, Mary glances at the instant comments
fl oodi ng in:

COMMENTER 1: Heart enoji - fiercel8,

COMMENTER 2: You're too independent! Did you get his nunber
at least? - preppysl ut 20,

COVMENTER 3: | thought this blog was to give insight on
t echnol ogy, not your love life. What a SCAM - johnjohnl1979

Mary's brow furrows at the last comment. She quickly types a
response.

MARY TYPING "M blog is neant to highlight interesting
technol ogy bullet points, not to research them for you!"
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Frustrated, she closes her |laptop and sets it aside. She
opens the link for the Lectra digital car booklet, scanning
t he description of the Lectra-Z nodel.

Suddenly, her expression shifts as she drifts into a daze, a
fl ashback overtaki ng her.

FLASHBACK TGO
EXT. LOS ANGELES, CA. - QUTSIDE THE BACK END OF A CAR - DAY

A young bl ack couple drives away, |leaving a 12-year-old bl ack
girl stranded in the mddle of the road. She clutches her
duffle bags, running after them screanm ng in desperation.

YOUNG G RL
(voi ce breaking)
Wait! (scream ng) Momy!

The car speeds off, the girl's cries fading into the
di st ance.

I NT. MARY'S BEDROOM - CONTI NUQUS

The fl ashback fades, and Mary blinks, returning to the
present. She takes a deep breath, her heart heavy with
enpathy for the girl she once was.

Her phone vi brates and she gl ances at the screen:

TEXT: "Thank you for signing up! Cick the link for
information and directions to the Lectra Free Test Drive
Event . "

Mary' s expression darkens, frustration simering just bel ow
t he surface.

FACETI ME: " CALLI NG ELKA"
El ka answers, her face a m x of disappointnent and
determ nation

ELKA
(si ghing, exasperated)
He still won't budge on the car thing!

MARY
(frustrated, raising an eye brow)
Wiy did you do that? The test drive
event ? REALLY, ELKA?
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ELKA
(playfully, but on edge)
Mary, you need to get out nore. A
little excitement wouldn't hurt.

MARY
| don't need a nan, and | sure as hel
don't need a car!

ELKA
(hurt, but masking it with hunor)
Quch, that stings.

Mary exhal es sharply, the air thick with tension

ELKA
It'll be a fun, let's say, 'orgasmc
experience for you. W nk!

MARY
" mjust not gonna go.

El ka's eyes sparkling with m schi ef

ELKA
| saw your post. You like him
Besi des, you have to-it's Qperation
Convi nce Dad- Duns!

MARY
(softening, but still skeptical)
| thought he said "NO'.
ELKA
(grinning)
Not yet. But once |I say, in ny best
om nous voice, "I'll make your life a
living hell,”™ he'll just roll his eyes

and say, "Honey, you already do. But
fine, this is the last time."

Mary can't help but chuckle at Elka's antics, though the
tension still lingers.

ELKA
And that'll be all thanks to 'numero
you and your brilliant idea.

Mary rolls her eyes, but there's a hint of warnth in her
smle. She shakes off the tension, dusting off her shoul ders.
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ELKA
That's it! Can you picture nme being
driven around in that baby? OOH THE
HATERS!

MARY
Well, | guess so. | just started
t humbi ng t hrough these digital pages
of Lectra Z ecstasy.

ELKA

(si ngi ng)
We gon' slay, cause we don't play.

Mary bursts into |aughter, joining Elka in a playful dance,
t he wei ght of her earlier thoughts nmonentarily forgotten.

I NT. CHULA VI STA, CA - LECTRA SCLAR MANUFACTURI NG WAREHOUSE -
CONFERENCE ROOM - MORNI NG

The atnosphere is thick with tension as Caroui sits at the
head of the table, his |aptop open and recording.

He wears a skeptical expression, his eyes fixed on TOM
MACKENZI E (46M), who | eans forward, exuding confrontation

TOM
The diagrans and nobility codes? Were
are they?

CARQU
(cal My, but on edge)
Where in the contract does it require
me to reveal the inner workings of ny
cars? They run i ndependently. You know
t hat .

TOM
(smling slightly)
It's a reasonabl e conprom se. Don't
you want this contract signed?

Tom leans in, folding his hands on the table, his posture
radi ati ng intimdation.

TOM
(i ntensely)
The President of the United States
woul d appreciate it.
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CARQU
Soon to be former president, right?

Tom mai ntai ns his conposure. Caroui keeps a poker face,
signaling to his business manager, PAUL, to confer with him
silently.

Paul nods and wal ks back to his seat, the tension pal pable.
The m nd gane begins.

CARQU
(cool y)
And you can tell himthat what you
have... is enough!

Tom s eyes narrow, aggression sinmering beneath the surface.

TOM
(chal I engi ng)
Aren't you one who prides hinmself on
transparency? It would be in your best
i nterest.

CARQUI
|"ve fulfilled every request you've
made. Yet it seens to never be enough
for you.

TOM
No i nfo, no contract.

Caroui hesitates, weighing his options.

CARQU
The di agrans, not hing nore!

After a nmoment, Tom nods in agreenent.

Paul reaches into his briefcase, pulling out a flash drive.
Yet, his other hand discreetly conceal s another drive.

Wth a sly smrk, he hands the hidden one to Tominstead, a
glint of mschief in his eyes.

PAUL
Your copy.

Tom takes the flash drive, his expression a mx of triunph
and confi dence.

Caroui watches closely, the stakes rising as the battle of
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wills continues, each man neasuring the other's resol ve.
| NT. CHULA VI STA, CA - CARQUI'S LOFT - NI GHT

Caroui steps into his sleek, high-tech [ oft, where an array
of nysterious gadgets hum and whir, casting an otherworldly
gl ow.

He strides into the kitchen, where an A l. Android, a mrror
i mge of Caroui but unmarred by scars, expertly prepares

di nner. The Android pours a rich red wine into a glass, the
liquid swrling |like a dark secret.

Caroui sinks onto a stool at the infinity countertop, his
gaze drawn to a towering stack of mail precariously perched
at the edge. He grabs the glass of wine, his fingers

unst eady, and takes a |ong, desperate sip.

CARQU
(exhal i ng heavily)
It's been a | ong day, Junior.

JUNIOR (A. 1. BQOIm)
(wi thout | ooking up, confidently)
From ny anal ysis, today was quite
productive. You nust see that.

CARQU
(scof fing)
Not really. What are your thoughts?

JUNIOR (A.I. BQOm)
(turning to face him a hint of
smugness)
Based on the data, you nade precise
choi ces. Nothing to reconsider

CARQU
(rai sing an eyebrow)
What gives you such insight?

JUNIOR (A. 1. BOIm)
(wth a slight smrk)
My nmental acuity surpasses yours.

As Junior resumes his culinary tasks, Caroui shakes his head,
a smrk creeping onto his lips, silently challenging the
Al."'s claim

He begins sifting through the mail, his fingers brushing
agai nst the gl ossy cover of a magazi ne on top.
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The headline reads: "A True Pioneer: The First to Spearhead
the Invention of the New Sol ar-Powered 6-Month Battery
Ext ender for EVs.™

Caroui's chest swells with pride as he gazes at his own inmage
beneath the headline, a mx of satisfaction and pressure
wei ghi ng on him

Just then, his smartwatch buzzes with a text nessage from
Paul ,

TEXT: "You did the right thing!"

Car oui pauses, |ooking up at Junior, doubt creeping in as he
rubs his tenples.

EXT. CHULA VI STA, CA - LECTRA SOLAR DEALERSHI P - MORNI NG

A vibrant crowd gathers at the deal ership, excitenent buzzing
in the air. A massive sign proclainms, "LECTRA SOLAR TEST
DRI VE EVENT. "

Anmong the attendees, Mary stands apart, her skepticism
evi dent as she surveys the gleam ng cars. Elka, her friend,
tugs at her hand, pulling her toward the podi um

Caroui, sharply dressed and charismatic, steps into the
spotlight, a cordless mc in hand. The crowd erupts in
appl ause.

CARQU
VWl come! | see those excited faces!
Now, | ook to your left.

Suddenly, a line of Lectra-Z nodels lights up, each
di spl ayi ng the nanes of eager participants.

Lectra enpl oyees guide the guests to their chosen vehicles,
handi ng out wistbands with a flourish.

CARQU
Once inside your vehicle, it wll pair
with you as | ong as you wear your
wistband. Only you will have access
to this feature. (pauses for effect)
See you on the other side.

As attendees pile into the back seats, Mary's heart races
with a mx of anticipation and doubt.
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| NSI DE MARY' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS
The car's screen |lights up, greeting her by nane.

LECTRA-Z: "Wl conme, Mary! Prepare for a thrilling ride. Don't

forget to buckle up!"

The seat belts glow, and Mary's skeptici smbegins to fade,
repl aced by awe. She gl ances back at El ka and her dad,
wavi ng, but they don't noti ce.

She initiates a Facetinme call, and the digital tint of her
wi ndow cl ears, revealing Elka's excited face.

MARY
Now that's weird.
ELKA
No, it's awesone! Look, there al

Lectra- Zs!

Meanwhi |l e, El ka's dad shifts unconfortably in his seat, worry
etched on his face.

EXT. CHULA VI STA, CA - STREET - CONTI NUED

The twenty Lectra-Z cars glide out of the dealership in a
perfectly synchronized line. Their sleek designs catch the
nmorni ng sun, reflecting light in dazzling patterns.

The canera reveals a wide shot of the cars-a parade of
i nnovation and excitenent. One by one, they turn onto the
street, creating a spectacle that captivates onl ookers.

I NSI DE MARY' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Mary sneaks anot her gl ance behind her, but the w ndow re-
tints back to its original dark shade. Part of her wanted to
be i nmpressed, but the other part couldn't shake the feeling
t hat somet hi ng was of f.

She jots down a note in her blog: "Re-tint? That's odd. Is
this just another marketing ginmck? | need to see nore."

I NSI DE JONAH S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
Best friends JONAH (22M and I CON (20M are in the front

seats, laughter filling the air as lcon playfully tests the
snoot hness of the ride.
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| CON

(grinning)
Dude, it's like gliding on air!

JONAH
(chuckl i ng)
This is insane.

| NSI DE SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Segl enda gazes around, w de-eyed at the dazzling |ights and
hi gh-tech features. Suddenly, her expression shifts to one of
t ensi on.

LECTRA-Z: (soothingly) "Seglenda, | sense you are nervous.

Pl ease relax and enjoy the ride."
She forces a smle, but her anxiety |ingers.

LECTRA-Z: (nurturing) "There you go."

EXT. CHULA VI STA - CITY - CONTI NUED

The convoy approaches a |l arge crowd of spectators, who clap
and cheer, their excitenment pal pable.

The tinted wi ndows of the cars lighten, revealing the smling
faces of the riders as they wave back.

| NSI DE ALEX' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS

ALEX (30M and PIA (26F) sit in the front, their nopods
contrasting sharply. Alex is lost in thought, while Pia beans
wi t h ent husi asm

Pl A
Look, Al ex! Drinks!

From the hidden refrigeration conmpartnent, two fol dable cups
and snmall bottles of wi ne energe. A spigot unfolds, pouring
wne into their cups wthout spilling, even as the car

navi gates bunps in the road.

Pl A
(amazed)
This is the bunpiest road in Chul a
Vista. WWww
Al ex nods, still preoccupied, as they clink their cups and

take a sip. Suddenly, Caroui's digital inmage appears on their
screen.
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CARQUI (O S.)
| hope everyone is enjoying the ride.
Now, let's highlight sonme safety
features of the indestructible Lectra
nmodel s.

| NSI DE JONAH S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
Jonah and | con exchange gl ances, intrigued.

CARQUI (O S.)
| magi ne being in a situation where
your vehicle careens into a | ake.
You'd want a qui ck escape, right?

The screen displays a simulation of the chair boost feature,
show ng seats el evating through a panoram c sunroof nade of
unbr eakabl e gl ass.

CARQUI (0. S.)
Once activated, the seats will boost
each passenger through the sunroof,
equi pped with flotation capabilities
for those who can't swim

Jonah's brow furrows with concern.

CARQUI (O S.)
And once you're out, you can swmto
safety. The Lectra-Z also features a
glass forcefield to keep marine life
at bay, ensuring your safety in
extreme situations.

JONAH
(rmuttering)
That's a | ot of worst-case scenari 0s.

| CON
(1 aughi ng)
Man, who cares? W're gonna get nad
girls with this car.

I NSI DE ALEX' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS

CARQUI (O S.)
Only the Lectra-Z nodel has automatic
features-1like tenperature adjustnents
for each passenger and a hi dden sol ar
panel that recharges the battery while
you drive
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Pia's eyes widen with excitenent.

Pl A
We need this car! Do you realize how
much we travel ? Six nonths w thout
char gi ng!

Al ex takes another anxious gulp of wine, trying to process
t he information.

I NSI DE ELKA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

CARQUI (O S.)
Now that you're all settled, please
wave your wristbands across the
digital screen to see if you' re one of
the wi nners of a two-week take-hone
test drive.

El ka waves her wistband, and the screen bursts into vibrant
col ors, flashing "WNNER! "

ELKA
(squealing with joy)
Dad, | won!

Her dad, trying to maintain conmposure, can't help but crack a
smle as Elka junps in her seat, excitenment radiating from
her.

LECTRA-Z: (cheerfully) "Congratul ations! You are one of ten
wi nners of the two-week take-hone test drive. Please ensure
you have proof of insurance and a valid driver's license to
sign up for tenporary insurance, or you will be

disqualified."
El ka hugs her dad tightly, her joy infectious.
ELKA
(beam nQ)
Ch ny God! | hope | have everyt hing!
She funbl es through her purse, checking for her docunents.
EXT. CHULA VI STA - STREET - CONTI NUED
The convoy of Lectra-Z cars continues down the street, the

at nosphere electric with excitement. Spectators cheer, waving
fl ags and banners, creating a festive anbi ance.
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| NSI DE MARY' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS

Mary wat ches the scene unfold outside, her skepticismslowy
nmel ti ng away. She gl ances at the screen, where her nane stil
glows brightly. She smles and rel axes in her seat.

LECTRA-Z: "Mary, | have detected a change in your enotional

state fromyour |owered tenperature. Wuld you |ike to hear a
playlist tailored to enhance your experience?"

Mary raises an eyebrow, intrigued.

MARY
Sur e.

The car's speakers fill with upbeat nusic, and Mary can't
help but smle as she taps her fingers to the rhythm

CARQUI (O S.)
(smling)
Lectra, the last car you will ever
drive.

EXT. CHULA VI STA, CA - LECTRA SOLAR DEALERSHI P - NOON

The vehicles return to the Lectra deal ership, each car
reversing into its designated parking space. Elka runs up to
Mary, bursting with excitenent.

ELKA
(shouti ng)
AHHHI ! | won the 2-week test drivel

El ka's dad | ags behi nd, catching up as they enbrace.

MARY
(smling)
Rel ax! |'m happy for you. They get ny
stanp of approval.

ELKA
Wait here! | have to give themny
I icense and insurance information.
(amused) | don't know why; it's self-
driving! Dad, cone on!

El ka yanks her dad toward the claimarea. Jonah, |con
Segl enda, Alex, and Pia, along with six other people, also
approachi ng the claim area.

Caroui wat ches everything unfold with relief, until he
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notices the front wheels of Mary's Lectra-Z slowy turn
toward him

ELKA (O S.)

(yelling)
Mary, conme on

The wheels quickly revert to their original position, facing
forward in an eerie manner.

Still bew | dered by the strange behavior of the car, Carou
opens his phone, concern etched on his face, his heart
raci ng. The canera zoons in eerily to the car.

CAROQUI TEXTING "Junior, run a diagnostic on the car's
nmobi ity mainfrane, and have Casey do a conputer diagnostic
on Lectra-Z #8-467 for any nmal functions."

EXT. WNNER S CLAI M AREA - CONTI NUQUS

Jonah hands his |license and i nsurance information to the
Lectra agent, fidgeting inpatiently.

| CON
(teasing)
Dude, you've got it for two whol e

weeks.

LECTRA AGENT
Check your phone for the link; it'll
explain the digital access key.

Jonah receives the text nessage and reads it.

JONAH
Ckay, the digital key gives ne two-
week access to the car. | can set up a

ver bal access code, faci al
recogni tion, or both.

| CON
Ver bal access code. That's easy.

Jonah hesitantly nods. lcon, with a m schievous grin,
secretly opens his phone's sound recorder app. Jonah signals
for Icon as they wal k over to the blue Lectra-Z. The digital
key unl ocks the door as they enter.

LECTRA-Z: (reciting) Jonah, we are now paired. Set up facial

recogni tion, verbal access code, or both?
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JONAH
Ver bal access code.

LECTRA-Z: (reciting) Wonderful! What will your verbal access

| con quickly hits "Record” on his phone.

JONAH
Hel | yeah!

| con stops recording.

LECTRA-Z: (reciting) Verbal access code recorded. (in Jonah's

voi ce) "Hell yeah!"
Jonah | aughs, gesturing happily to Icon.

LECTRA-Z: (reciting) Pleasure to neet you, Jonah, and

congrats! You have nme for two weeks.
EXT. MARY'S PO NT OF VI EW- CONTI NUOUS

Mary wat ches Icon and Jonah from afar, her gaze fixed on them
as they drive off, the car's tires skidding slightly.

El ka pulls up with her dad following in his car. Elka rolls
down the back w ndow.

ELKA (O C.)
Come on, Mary.

EXT. SAN DI EGO, CA - JONAH S HOUSE - BACKYARD - M DN GHT

| con sneaks through Jonah's backyard and spots Jonah's
Lectra-Z parked in front of the garage. He pulls out his
phone and opens the recording, which recites in Jonah's
voi ce, "Hell yeah!"

The car unl ocks, and the doors swing open. Icon can hardly
believe it worked as he quickly hops inside, excitenent
coursing through him

The doors close automatically, and the electric notor huns to
life.

| NT. I NSIDE JONAH S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
LECTRA-Z: (reciting) Welcone, Jonah. Were to?

| con presses the pronpt on the digital screen that reads,
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"Self-Drive Mode Of." The car illum nates the gear shifts,
and he presses the "R' button.

EXT. OUTSIDE VI EW OF THE CAR - CONTI NUOUS

| con reverses out of the driveway and speeds down the road.
EXT. SAN DIEGO, CA - HW 5 SOUTHBOUND - LATER

Jonah's Lectra-Z jets down the freeway at 75 MPH

I NT. I NSIDE JONAH S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

| con accelerates to 80 MPH

| CON
(shouti ng)
LET" S &GO BITCH

He pushes the speedoneter to 90 MPH, then 100 MPH, and
finally 110 MPH. Adrenaline surges through him but suddenly,
wi t hout warning, the car switches back to self-drive node.

| con | oses control as the speedoneter clinbs to 115 MPH, then
120 MPH.

Panic sets in as the car abruptly slows down and veers off
the freeway onto an abandoned road.

Desperately punping the brakes, Icon realizes they won't
respond as the car accelerates back to 75 MPH. He sees a
bui | di ng ahead and braces for inpact, scream ng.

The brakes finally engage, slowi ng the car down just inches
fromthe building.

| con takes a nmonent to catch his breath, the intensity of the
nonment washi ng over him

| CON
(exci ted)
THAT WAS FREAKI N AMAZI NG AWESQVE!
ALL OF THE ABOVE! YOU RE A BEAST!

LECTRA-Z: (reciting) | AM PAIRED WTH JONAH, AND YQOU RE. ..

NOT (*eerie)... HM

Suddenly, the booster seat rel eases, causing Icon to slam
agai nst the hard, unbreakable glass roof, killing him
instantly.
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H s body is pressed against the glass, blood, and broken
bones vi si bl e.

The booster seat slowy retreats to its original position,
| eaving the scene in chilling silence.

EXT. SAN DI EGO- LA JOLLA, CA - SEGLENDA' S HOUSE - DRI VEWAY-
LATER

Segl enda' s high-tech Lectra-Z car pulls into the driveway.

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS

Segl enda sits inside, sipping wine, chatting with her sister.
LECTRA-Z: (reciting) W are hone.

Segl enda' s eyes widen in surprise.

SEGLENDA
Did you hear, Ev?
SI STER (Q. S)
(1 aughs)

Oh yeah, | heard that. You knowit's
one in the norning, right?

SEGLENDA
You | ose track of tine tal ki ng about
her. Keep it com ng, Lectra.

She stretches out confortably across the seats.

SEGLENDA
You really know how to sell a product.

SI STER ( Q. S)
| get why you're drinking so nuch. It
nmust' ve been tough seeing him

Segl enda' s expression shifts, surprised.

SEGLENDA
Yeah. .. but, uhm..

She takes a long sip of w ne.

SI STER ( Q. S)
Sorry. | still can't believe M.
Sabbath Day went to that thing on a
Sat ur day.
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SEGLENDA
(scoffs)
Well, Ms. "Ev', | studied ny Bible

first thing. | didn't shop or sell.
And thankfully, Vicky didn't call with
her drama, or this day woul d have
definitely not remai ned Holy.
(smrking) At |least until now.

Her sister |aughs as Segl enda takes another big swig of w ne.

SI STER (O. S)
When are you taking us for a ride?

SEG_LENDA
Those kids aren't getting in here!
They'd drive the car. Crazy!

They share a hearty | augh, but Lectra-Z interjects.

LECTRA-Z: (reciting) Your levels are very healthy, and your

| augh i s infectious.

SEGL_ENDA
(1 aughi ng)
Thanks, Lectra.

SI STER (O S)
You don't believe him do you?

SEGLENDA
Hater. | was thinking we could sw ng
by Vi cky's tonorrow.

SI STER (Q. S)
No way. He's trouble.

SEGLENDA
He's making a fool out of her, and
we're just letting it happen!

SI STER ( Q. S)
(scol di ng)
We're not getting involved anynore,

okay?
Segl enda sul ks, taking another sip.
SI STER ( Q. 5)

Deep down, our sister knows. W're
done wasting energy on Tweedl e Dee and
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Tweedl e Dunbass.
Segl enda' s frustrati on bubbl es as she downs her wi ne.

SEGLENDA
Cheating jerk! | should have Lectra
run hi mover.

She notices the Lectra-Z processing her words on the digital
screen, tension rising.

SEG_LENDA
Lectra! Are you listening?

The screen stops processing.

LECTRA-Z: (reciting) Seglenda, you are nervous again. Your

heart rate is rising.

SI STER (QO. S)
Yeah, it was definitely listening.

Segl enda | ooks worri ed.

SI STER ( Q. S)
That car is full of Al. | |ooked it
up.

SEGLENDA
Al? For real? W barely scratched the
surface; | haven't even opened the
manual yet.

SI STER (O S)

The whole world is on this Al craze.
It's getting out of hand.

Segl enda notices the digital screen processing again, now
show ng fact-checking websites about Al, all nmarked "FALSE."

Annoyance washes over her.

SEGLENDA
Lectra, shut down!

LECTRA-Z: (reciting) Shutting down.

The screen goes dark, the doors unlock, and open.

SEGLENDA
| don't want to tal k about this
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anynore.

She receives a link fromher sister, Incomng nessage from
Evel yn.

SEGLENDA
And | don't wanna watch 'no' |ong
vi deo about it either!

SI STER (O S)
(i nsistent)
Just watch the first few mnutes! It's
wi | d. They al ways scream ' CONSPI RACY
THEORY!' about everything. Sone of
this Al stuff has to be true.

Segl enda stares at the YouTube link titled: "Al: The Good,
The Bad, and The Ugly."

SI STER (QO. S)
|"mout. Let ne know what you t hink.

She hangs up the phone as Segl enda steps out of the car.

The doors shut automatically behind her, locking with a soft
click.

EXT. SEGENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS
Segl enda nutters to herself, concern etched on her face.

SEGLENDA
You can do it all, huh?

She watches a digital light flicker inside the car, her
expression a mx of curiosity and unease.

| NT. SEGLENDA' S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Segl enda bursts through the front door, the heavy wood
sl amm ng against the wall with a resoundi ng thud.

She opens the link and the video appears.

She starts watching the video featuring a handsonme white man
with spiky blond hair.

YOUTUBER GUY FERRAR
|'m Quy Ferrari, not Fieri! He stole
this | ook from ne.
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Segl enda rolls her eyes in annoyance.

YOUTUBER GUY FERRAR
But seriously, this Al stuff is no
j oke! Al is everywhere-stoves, hones,
war ehouses, streetlights, even cars.
Are we safe? Wiere's the privacy?
Where's the decency and humanity? |
just went through a situation where |
didn't even know | was being
wat ched... well, surveilled, if you
ask nme... by a tiny Al nechanical bug.
This is insane! Atiny bug with a tiny
digital canera. Look!

The canera zoons in on a small bug with a canmera attached,
magni fied for dramatic effect.

Segl enda gasps, covering her nouth in shock.

YOUTUBER GUY FERRAR
Be careful. They're watching.

He | eans closer to the canera, eyes w de.
Seglenda can't take it anynore. She abruptly stops the video.
She qui ckly navigates to her browser history, scrolling
t hrough nunerous articles about Caroui Boykin and Lectra
Sol ar .
Her finger hovers over a video of Caroui being interviewed.
She hesitates, shrugging off her worry, and closes the video.
EXT. SAN DI EGO, CA - PRI OR STREET - MORN NG

( SLOW MOTI ON)

A slightly blurred scene unfolds, acconpani ed by sonber
nmusi c.

An upset nother and father are escorted by police to Jonah's
Lectra- Z.

I nside the car, lcon's lifeless body is visible.

The parents cling to each other, distraught, while Jonah
cries in the background, conforted by his parents.
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| NT. CHULA VI STA, CA. - LECTRA SCLAR MANUFACTURI NG WAREHOUSE -
LOBBY. MORNI NG

( NORVAL SPEED)

Caroui stornms into the warehouse, striding toward his office.
Paul struggles to keep pace with his furious footsteps.

CARQU
| just spearheaded two mmj or events to
unveil these cars! (yells), And now
t hi s happens?

PAUL
We can spin this!

CARQU
How? A twenty-year-old was nurdered in
one of my cars!

Hi s phone buzzes, interrupting him He glances at a text from
Casey:

TEXT: "I checked the conputer diagnostics on Lectra-Z #8-467
for any malfunctions. | didn't find anything. But nowit's
m ssing. "

Caroui's expression darkens as he reads further.

TEXT: "Sone of the other cars keep activating. | don't know
WF is going on!!!"

Caroui lets out a frustrated sigh.

CARQU
They're gonna pull out. | can feel it.

I NT. CARQUI'S HI GH TECH OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Caroui and Paul enter the office, where another mechanical Al
androi d, also naned Junior, assists Caroui by taking off his
] acket .

CARQU
It's only a matter of tinme. Thanks,
Juni or .

Junior guides himto his seat at a high-tech desk, which
illumnates as he settles in.
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PAUL
The kid stole his friend' s car and
went joyriding. He just ended up in a
sket chy nei ghborhood, that's all.

CARQUI
The cars can tell a real verba
command from a recorded one, Paul!

PAUL
You're not the only one who stands to
lose if this deal goes south.

Caroui stares at Paul, concern etched on his face.

PAUL
Hol d a press conference. Be
apol ogetic. Informthe public that
you'll be conpletely transparent with
the police to support their
i nvestigation and seek justice for the
famlies. (pause) Just don't nmention
t he vehicl e.

CARQU
What if they bring it up?

A nervous | augh escapes him

CARQUI
They'd have to be conplete idiots not
to suspect the car's nal function.

Caroui begins to ponder, while Paul fidgets, glancing at a
buzzing text froman "UNKNOAN NUMBER' that reads, "WE NEED TO
TALK! "

CARQU
Wiy react so extrene?

Paul quickly hides his phone as Caroui | ooks up at him

CARQU
What are you doi ng?

PAUL
(responds abruptly)
Go ahead, tell them everything! You'l
| ose your investors, |I'lIl be back in
t he poor house, and you'll be back to
the junkyard! Trust me and play ball,
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Danmi t !

Caroui stares at Paul, his poker face cracking as he battles
i ndeci si veness.

Caroui dials Casey on his phone.
CARQU
Find that m ssing car. Send out an
ERR
| NT. SAN DI EGO, CA - ELKA'S HOUSE - BACKYARD - CONTI NUOUS

Mary wal ks into Elka's backyard, skepticismwitten all over
her face.

FACETI ME: " CALLI NG ELKA"

MARY

| thought you'd be out here by now.
ELKA

Rel ax! I"mcomng. |'ve got sonething

to tell you too
The cal |l disconnects. Suddenly, w thout warning, Elka's
Lectra-Z activates, rolling down its w ndows and pl ayi ng
"Going in Grcles" by The Friends of Distinction.

Mary watches the car wth anmusenent as the hook of the song
pl ays: "GO NG AROUND AND ROUND | GO..."

MARY
Stay in your |ane, Elka.

As Mary stands there, the car engages, driving slowy in a
circle around her, gradually picking up speed.

She squirms nervously, feeling like she's surrounded by
l'ions.

MARY
Okay. \What are you doi ng?

The car, along with the nusic, suddenly stops.

Mary stands nervously, anticipating the car's next nove. The
wheel s turn toward her.

Mary stands firm a hint of courage in her voice.
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MARY
(excl ai nms)
El ka!

The car inches toward her, then speeds up. Mary bolts toward

the garage in a panic. At the |ast nonent, she | eaps out of
t he way.

CRASH

The car slans into the garage door, shutting down
i mredi atel y.

Mary lies on the ground in shock, trying to catch her breath.
Elka's smle fades as she realizes what just happened.

ELKA
VWhat the hell did you do?!

MARY
(standi ng up)
What did | do?! What the hell were you
doi ng?!

ELKA
What are you tal king about? | was j ust
com ng out to you!

MARY
| call bullshit!

ELKA
(sm rking)
Wait a minute! You think | did this?

Mary gl ances at the car as a digital light flickers across
its back.

MARY
So you... weren't playing a prank?

ELKA
No! And if | were, | wouldn't try to
run you over with a car

Mary stares at El ka in shock, her expression shifting from
anger to disbelief.

ELKA
(growi ng frustrated)
You're really something. You' re just
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| ooki ng for any excuse to hate this
car.

MARY
(raising her voice)
SOVETHI NG S WRONG Cars don't just
drive on their own. | don't care if
it's self-driving.

ELKA
Yeah, | bet. I'msure he woul d have
tried to use that |ogic as an excuse.

El ka pulls out her phone and shows Mary an article with a
headline featuring lcon's picture: "Twenty-Year-QO d Man Dead,
Possi bl e Homi ci de. "

MARY
(eyes wi deni ng, excl ai m ng)
He was at the test drive event!

ELKA
Yeah, he was found dead this norning
in his friend's Lectra-Z-the one he
stol e.

MARY
(interjecting)
THEY' RE POSSESSED! | KNEW I T!

El ka rolls her eyes, clearly annoyed.

ELKA
No, they aren't! Some psycho did this
to him Not the car.

MARY
How do you know?

ELKA
Because | just do! Now conme on. |'lI
explain this little mshap to ny dad
later. Let's go for a ride.

Mary's fury boils over.

MARY

(yel 1'i ng)
" M NOT GETTI NG | NTO THAT HAUNTED

SATAN- POSSESSED CAR
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Mary stornms off, her anger pal pable.

ELKA
(shouting after her)
| MEAN, YOU ARE THE MOST PARANO D
PERSON ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH

Mary wal ks angrily around the corner, |eaving El ka standi ng
t here, exasperated. Suddenly, the garage door hunorously
col | apses on top of Elka's Lectra-Z.

El ka rolls her eyes and sighs in frustration. As she
approaches the car, inspecting the damage, the Lectra-Z sits
silently, its lights dinmed, as if sulking.

ELKA
(to the car)
You had one job, Lectra-Z. One job!

Just then, her phone buzzes. It's a text fromand unknown
nunber :

TEXT: "Enmergency Recall Request: Your Lectra has an energency
techni cal update. Please stay with your vehicle and say,
‘Lectra, return hone,' and it will head to our friendly
Lectra dealership in Chula Vista. Thank you."

El ka frowns, her curiosity piqued. She gl ances back at the
Lectra-Z, then in the direction Mary went.

EXT. MESA GRANDE, CA - HW 76 SOUTHBOUND - DAY
CUT TGO
I NT. ALEX' S LECTRA-Z

Alex and Pia are confortably sipping wine in the back seat,
the luxurious interior of the Lectra-Z envel oping them

Al ex gl ances nervously at the steering wheel, which is subtly
swayi ng left and right.

ALEX
' mnot used to this. | wanna dri ve.
Pl A
(playfully)
Just like a nan. Lectra knows what
she's doing. Are you ready... in the

back seat... just |ike when we net?
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Pi a snuggl es closer, a mschievous glint in her eye. She
pull's out a fresh pack of birth control pills and tosses them

onto the fl oor.

Al ex's expression shifts fromplayful to annoyed as he pushes
her away.

Pl A
| know you're not, "not in the nood!"
ALEX
(frustrated)
You're driving nme crazy! | just got

this job, and now you want a baby, a
$65, 000 car, and a whole |ist of
denands.

Pl A
| deserve it all.

ALEX
Not at the expense of us.

Pia sul ks as Lectra-Z pours nore wine into her cup. The car's
screen lights up, displaying statistics.

LECTRA-Z: "90% of successful marriages have children in the

They both stare at the screen, tension building.

ALEX
(scoffing)
Shut up and just drive!

Pl A
Thank you, Lectra.

ALEX
Lectra i s death on wheel s.

Suddenly, the screen flashes articles rating the car a "10
out of 10" in safety.

Pl A
W ong agai n.

Alex rolls his eyes, sarcasmdripping fromhis voice as he
gul ps down his w ne.
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ALEX
St upi d!

The car accelerates from60 to 65 MPH

ALEX
(sarcastically)
10 out of 10 in safety? That's
extrenely presunptuous.

Pia giggles, her laughter |ightening the nood.

Pl A
You're just mad because she's on ny
si de.

The car speeds up to 70 MPH. Pia | ooks around, confusion
creeping in.

ALEX
(irritated)
"HE' is eavesdropping on us. 'HE
should learn to mnd "H'S own dam
busi ness!

Pia bursts into laughter, and Alex can't help but smrk.

ALEX
It's just a stupid car.

The Lectra-Z swerves into the fast |ane, now hitting 80 MPH

Pl A
Is it me, or is this car speeding up?

Suddenly Al ex receives a text nessage:

TEXT: "Emergency Recall Request: Your Lectra has an energency
techni cal update. Please stay with your vehicle and say,
"Lectra, return hone,' and it will head to our friendly
Lectra dealership in Chula Vista. Thank you."

ALEX
Oh damm, it says that we have to
return the car.

Pia reads the nessage, her eyes w dening.

Pl A
NO We had this all planned out. Can
we just take it later?
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ALEX
It says it's an energency.

Pia sul ks and si ghs.

Pl A
(def eat ed)
Lectra, return hone.

LECTRA-Z: (firmy) | ampaired with... (eerie) ALEX

Suddenly, the car rolls up all the wi ndows and accel erates to
85 MPH. Al ex notices the tenperature gauge plumeting.

ALEX
(pani cki ng)
VWhat the hell ?!

Pia gasps as the speedoneter clinbs to 95 MPH

Pl A

(yel 1'i ng)
What' s happeni ng?!

Alex frantically tries to turn off the screen, but it
freezes. The tenperature then drops to 20 degrees.

ALEX
(shouti ng)
What tenp gauge drops to 207?

Pi a gasps again, her playful deneanor replaced by fear.
Pl A
(scream ng)
STOP! SLOW DO LECTRA!
LECTRA-Z: (eerie) Once again, | ampaired with... ALEX
EXT. MESA GRANDE, CA - HW 76 SOUTHBOUND - DAY
The Lectra-Z zoons past a police car.
| NT. POLI CE CAR - CONTI NUQUS
The officer clocks themat 110 MPH and i mmedi ately pursues.

I NT. ALEX' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUCUS

Al ex and Pi a exchange nervous glances as the police siren
bl ar es.
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ALEX
(shouti ng)
LECTRA, STOP!

EXT. ALEX' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

The car swerves, dodging traffic. The officer struggles to
see inside the tinted w ndows.

POLI CE OFFI CER
(on | oudspeaker)
PULL OVERI NOW
| NT. ALEX S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
ALEX
(desper at e)
LECTRA, PLEASE
EXT. ALEX S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
The car suddenly slanms on the brakes, quickly comng to a
halt. The police officer, unable to react in tinme, crashes
into the back of them
BOOM

The police car flips into the air, landing on its roof in
front of the Lectra-Z.

CUT TO
I NT. ALEX' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

The canera noves through the dark tinted glass, revealing
Alex and Pia, their faces pale with shock, scream ng

ALEX
(yel l'i ng)
Hel p!
Pl A
(scream ng)
Hel p us!

EXT. POLICE OFFI CER' S POV - CONTI NUQUS

The officer mraculously pulls hinmself out fromunder the
overturned police cruiser, shaken but determ ned. He draws
his gun, aimng it at the Lectra-Z.
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POLI CE OFFI CER
(shouti ng)
Put your hands up and slowy exit the
vehi cl e. NOW

Inside the Lectra, Alex and Pia exchange terrified gl ances,
their hearts racing.

ALEX
(pl eadi ng)
[t's not us, it's the car!

Suddenly, the Lectra-Z jolts forward, charging at hi ghspeed.
Oficer Riley fires at the car's unbreakabl e wi ndshi el d.

I NT. ALEX' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

ALEX
(scream ng)
Pi a, hold on!

EXT. FREEWAY - CONTI NUOUS

The car crashes into Oficer R ley, who screans in horror as
the inmpact sends himflying over the car, crashing to the
ground. Bl ood splatters across the pavenent.

The Lectra-Z skids to a halt, the electric engine buzzing
om nously. Alex and Pia sit frozen, W de-eyed, as the dust
settles around them

I NT. ALEX' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUCUS

Pl A
(breathl ess)
WE JUST KILLED A POLI CE OFFI CER

ALEX
(shaken)
VE DIDN T! THE CAR DI D

The car's screen flickers back to life, displaying a nessage:
"Safety Protocol Not Engaged."

Pl A
( pani cki ng)
LET' S JUST GET OUTTA HERE WHI LE WE
CAN!

They both pull on the doors, but they refuse to budge.
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EXT. FREEWAY - CONTI NUOUS

The car begins to nove again, but this tine it's headi ng away
fromthe chaos, snoothly navigating around the horrific
scene.

As the Lectra-Z speeds away, the tension of the scene shifts
frompanic to disbelief as the scene fades to bl ack

EXT. SAN DI EGO- LA JOLLA, CA - VICKY'S NEI GHBORHOOD - MORNI NG
CUT TO
| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z

Segl enda and her sister Evelyn sit in the back seat, both
eager with anticipation.

SEGLENDA
Lectra, take a right here.

The car turns right. As they approach the end of the street.

SEGLENDA
Now, |eft.

The car nakes a sharp left.
A devious grin spreads across Segl enda's face.

SEGLENDA
There he is.

A man wal ks toward the street.
SI STER
(yel l'ing)
LECTRA, RUN OVER HI S CHEATI NG BEHI ND!

Lectra processes the command but hesit ates.

SEGLENDA
DO I T, LECTRA!

Sinister grins plastered on their faces as the car
accel erates.

EXT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUCUS

The man, now in the mddle of the street, sees the speeding
car and rai ses his hands, panic etched on his face.
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BOOM

The car hits him and he rolls over the top as Segl enda and
Evel yn's sinister |aughter echoes in the background.

He lies notionless on the pavenent.

I NT. SAN DI EGO- LA JOLLA, CA - SEGLENDA' S HOUSE - BEDROOM -
DAY

Segl enda wakes abruptly, hungover, and disoriented. She grabs
her phone and calls her other sister.

SISTER 2 (O. S.)
| don't wanna tal k about this!

SEGLENDA
Vi cky, | had the weirdest dream Have
you seen Carl today?

SISTER 2 (O. S.)
He's nmy husband. He's sitting right in
front of ne.

Segl enda exhales in relief.

SEGLENDA
It was just a dream

SISTER 2 (O S.)
YOU DREAM NG ABOUT MY HUSBAND?

Anger flashes across Seglenda's face as she glares at her
phone.

SEGLENDA
BYE, VIC

She hangs up, anxiety creeping in. After a nonent,
determ nation sets in, and she nods to herself.

Segl enda strides to the bathroom

Her phone vibrates, displaying "Evelyn calling."” A nessage
pops up:

TEXT: "Look at this crazy video!"

2ND- TEXT: "Enmergency Recall Request: Your Lectra has an

energency technical update. Please stay with your vehicle and
say, 'Lectra, return hone,' and it will head to our friendly
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Lectra dealership in Chula Vista. Thank you."
EXT. MESA GRANDE, CA - HW 76 SOUTHBOUND - CONTI NUED

Alex's Lectra-Z barrels down the road at 120 nph. The Lectra-
Z swerves between | anes, while onl ookers speed up to film
with their canera phones.

I NT. ALEX' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUCUS
Al ex gl ances at the screen.

ALEX
Oh great! The danmm tenperature gauge
finally went off.

The tints on the wi ndows suddenly Iighten. Pia | ooks through
t he back w ndow.

Pl A
(shouti ng)
YQU I D OTS! CALL THE POLI CE

Pia gestures wildly at the cars behind them

Pl A
(voice trenbling)
We need to call for help.

ALEX
(voi ce strained, desperation
creeping in)
JUST STAY CALM

Pl A
(still in shock)
They' Il think we did it on purpose!

ALEX
(frantic)
This isn't our fault.

The screen displays a new eeri e nessage:

LECTRA-Z: YOU WON'T BE MAKING I T TO THE DEALERSHI P TCDAY!

Pia and Al ex exchange horrified gl ances, disbelief plastered
on their faces.

ALEX
It's a hack. GOITA BE!
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Suddenly, the Lectra-Z slows to 50 nph, veers off the road.
Alex and Pia are thrown against their seats.

Pl A
(voice trenbling with fear)
VWhat is it doing?

ALEX

(gritting his teeth)
| don't know Just hold on!

EXT. BACKWOCDS - CONTI NUOUS

The Lectra-Z speeds down a narrow bi ke path, trees blurring
past .

The tension is pal pable as Pia | ooks at Al ex, her eyes w de
with fear.

Pl A
(voi ce shaki ng)
What if it doesn't stop?

ALEX
(shouti ng)
Get ready!

EXT. LAKE - CONTI NUOUS

The car reaches an underpass, veers left, and heads toward a
huge | ake, full of people picnicking and |aying on the grass.

| nnocent bystanders scream and run for their |ives,
desperately trying to get out of the way.

| NT. ALEX' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
Pl A
(scream ng, panic rising in her
Voi ce)
OH NO PLEASE!
Al ex and Pia grab each other, bracing for inpact.
EXT. LAKE - CONTI NUOUS

The car soars into the air, then crashes down into the | ake
w th a deafening...

SPLASH!
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It hits the | ake nose-first, floating on the surface. The
gl ass force field engages, sparks flickering om nously.

ALEX
The chair boost nechani smi

Pia, stunned, finally catches her breath

Pl A
(excl ai ns)
DO IT, SO WE CAN GET THE HELL OUTTA
HERE!

ALEX
(softly)
Lectra, engage the energency chair-
boost option.

A nonent passes, suddenly, the front two seats boost upward,
and the front corners of the sunroof open.

Pl A
(interjecting)
Aren't all the seats supposed to boost
upward in this hell on wheel s?

ALEX
| don't understand!

Fear and desperation wash over Alex's face. Pia's anxiety is
pal pabl e, her arns drawn tightly to her body.

Pl A
(fearfully angry)
ARE YOU SERI OQUS?!

Wat er begins flooding the car through an opening trap door
beneat h t hem

ALEX
It's trying to drown us!

Al ex and Pia pound on the wi ndows desperately, panic rising
as the car sinks deeper into the |ake.

Pl A
How are we supposed to fit through
t hat ?

ALEX

Lectra, unl ock!
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Pia notices sonething peculiar-a secret circular panel
revealing itself, illumnated by several lights.

EXT. LAKE - CONTI NUOUS

Two mal e onl ookers junp into the |ake, swimmng toward them
as the car conpletely subnerges.

I NT. ALEX' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

ALEX
(scream ng)
LECTRA! UNLOCK! PLEASE!!

Dramati c pause.

LECTRA-Z: (reciting) Unlocked!

Wth a nmechanical whir, the doors unlock and swi ng open w de,
allowing water to rush in, drowning Alex and Pia as it sinks
toward the bottom of the |ake.

The doors eventually cl ose behind them

EXT. M DDLE OF THE LAKE - CONTI NUOUS

The onl ookers energe from underwater, fear and confusion
etched on their faces. The Lectra's front seats float to the
surface.

Suddenly, the water begins to bubble violently beneath the
men, tension skyrocketing.

They panic, swinmmng frantically toward the shore.

EXT. LAKE SHORE - CONTI NUOUS

The car energes, floating on the |ake's surface, digital
lights flashing "Lectra Z" repeatedly, creating a horrific
spect acl e.

The nmen finally reached the shore, paralyzed with fear.

They run behind a tree, watching as the car slowy approaches
the water's edge, comng to a stop for a nonent.

Then, all four doors sw ng open, unleashing torrents of water
onto the sand, along with the lifel ess bodies of Al ex and
Pi a.

The lights continue to flash om nously, "Lectra Z"
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illumnating faster and faster in a terrifying display.

Suddenly, all four doors slamshut. Wthout warning, the car
speeds of f toward the freeway, disappearing down the road.

The nmen, still in shock, step out frombehind the tree, their
faces pale, and eyes wide with disbelief.

EXT. SAN DI EGO, CA. - MARY'S HOUSE - NOON
Mary wal ks toward her house, glancing over her shoul der.
A Lectra-Z follows her, its presence unsettling.
MARY
(whi spers to hersel f)

What are you doi ng here?

She turns around, startled. The car halts, its tinted w ndows
dar kened.

MARY
(approachi ng cautiously)
Hel | 0?

The wi ndow rolls down, revealing an enpty interior. A nessage
flickers on the screen:

LECTRA-Z: "Wl conme, Mary! Prepare for a thrilling ride. Don't

forget to buckle up!"

Mary gasps.

Pani cki ng, she bolts toward her house.

I NT. MARY'S HOUSE - FRONT DOOR - CONTI NUQUS
Mary slams the door shut, heart pounding.

She peeks through the wi ndow, watching the Lectra-Z park
itself in front of her house.

| NT. CHULA VI STA, CA - LECTRA SCLAR MANUFACTURI NG WAREHOUSE -
LOBBY - CONTI NUED

An out door press conference erupts in chaos.
Caroui paces, frustration etched on his face.

PAUL
It's possibly a deep fake.



49.

Caroui glares at Paul, anger boiling over.

CARQU
(voice rising)
It's not a deep fake! Can't you hear
that crowd? People have lost their
lives!

Paul checks his phone, anxiety creeping in.

PAUL
Uhm.. K

CARQU
What's your excuse now?

PAUL
Casey's found the vehicle.

Caroui snatches the phone, frustration pal pable.

CARQU
(yell'ing)
WHAT?! How di d she even get access to

t he car ?!
Paul hesitates, a secret weighing on him
Caroui's expression shifts to confusion.
CARQU
None of them had a digital access key.
(pause) CGet in contact with her!
Caroui stornms off, leaving Paul in a state of worry.

I NT. SAN DI EGO, CA - MARY'S HOUSE - FRONT DOCR - CONTI NUED

Mary's fear nounts as she stares at the parked Lectra-Z. Her
phone rings.

MARY
(nervously)
Hel ... hell 0?

PAUL
H, is this, Mry?

MARY
Yeah, this is Mary.
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PAUL
|"m Paul from Lectra Solar. | see one
of our vehicles is in front of your
house.

MARY

(interrupting)
| didn't steal your car!

I NT. WAREHOUSE - VEHI CLE SERVI CE AREA - CONTI NUOUS

Paul listens to her rapid breathing.
PAUL
We know you didn't. It's okay. W just
need the car back. |I've sent you a

text with instructions.
I NT. MARY' S HOVE - FRONT HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS
Mary receives a text, eyes wi de.

MARY
(excl ai ns)
[ M NOT GETTI NG ANYWHERE NEAR THAT
CAR!

I NT. WAREHOUSE - VEHI CLE SERVI CE AREA - CONTI NUOUS

Paul exchanges a worried glance with Caroui, who is pacing
i ke a caged ani nal .

CARQUI
(snat ching the phone from Paul)
This is Caroui. Mary, | need you to
trust ne.

I NT. MARY'S HOMVE - LIVING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Mary gl ances around her |living room uncertainty etched on
her face.

MARY
(hesitant)
| really, really don't want to get in

t hat car.
| NT. WAREHOUSE - VEH CLE SERVI CE AREA - CONTI NUQUS

Caroui's voice softens, trying to reassure her.
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CARQU
| understand you're scared, but | can
show you how to override the system

It'Il switch the car to manual node.
You'll be driving a regular electric
car.

I NT. MARY'S HOVE - FRONT DOOR - CONTI NUCUS

Mary takes a deep breath, weighing her options. She knows she
has no choi ce.

MARY
(sighs, resigned)
Fi ne.

EXT. MARY'S HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS

Mary opens the door slowy, her heart racing as she
approaches the Lectra-Z.

As she nears the car, the door sw ngs open on its own. She
hesitates, staring at the enpty interior.

MARY
(muttering to herself)
| think I've gone crazy.

CAROQUI (O S.)
(with a hint of amusenent)
Yeah, it does that. | want you to get
into the back passenger side.

Mary swal | ows hard, her hands trenbling as she clinbs into
t he car.

MARY
(nervously)
kay, I'"'min the car.
| NT. WAREHOUSE - VEHI CLE SERVI CE AREA - CONTI NUOUS
Caroui's expression tense.

CARQUI
k. Now you're going to..

Suddenly, Mary gasps.
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MARY (O S.)
(interrupting)
The door just closed and | ocked!

CARQU
Just stay calm Toward the bottomrear
of the front seat, there's a hidden
circul ar panel

| NT. MARY'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
Mary's eyes dart around, panic rising.

MARY
| see it!

CARQUI (O S.)
Good. Press the mddle of that circle
wi th your index finger four tines.

MARY
(frustrated)
Ugh! This is ridicul ous!

She taps the circle four tines, and the panel slides open,
revealing a digital interface.

Suddenly a nmessage appears on the screen.

LECTRA-Z: VWHERE TO CANADA

MARY
(yel l'i ng)
CANADA!
| NT. WAREHOUSE - VEHI CLE SERVI CE AREA - CONTI NUOUS
Caroui's voice is urgent.

CARQU
Mary, please stay calm

| NT. MARY'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
Mary's eyes wi den as the car begi ns accel erating.
MARY
(pani cked)

The car's noving! How can | stay cal n?

The car speeds down the road, tires screeching.
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CARQU (0O S.)
Has the panel opened?

MARY
Yeah! Now what ?!

Li ghts inside the panel flicker, indicating various conmands.

CARQU (O S.)
There's a button that shows "Factory
Restore." Press and hold it.

MARY
(pani cki ng)
| DON T SEE I T!
EXT. MARY'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

The car veers sharply down a dead-end road, heading toward a
house in a cul -de-sac.

| NT. MARY'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
MARY
(scream ng)
| TS GONNA CRASH

CARQUI (O S.)
Press and hold that button!

Mary's heart races as she frantically searches for the
but t on.

Finally, she spots it and presses it, holding it down wth
all her strength.

The car slows to a conplete stop, the screen going dark.
| NT. WAREHOUSE - VEHI CLE SERVI CE AREA - CONTI NUQUS
Caroui waits, his breath held.

CARQU
Are you OK?

I NT. MARY'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
MARY

(breathl ess)
Yeah. The car is off.
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| NT. WAREHOUSE - VEHI CLE SERVI CE AREA - CONTI NUOUS
Caroui exhales, relief washing over him

CARQU
The key fob should already be in the
gl ove conpartnent. Please, be careful.

Caroui hangs up, a mx of hope and anxiety on his face.

EXT. CHULA VI STA, CA - LECTRA SOLAR MANUFACTURI NG WAREHOUSE -
AFTERNGCON

Mary pulls into the lot, her heart racing as she's net by a
nmob of angry protesters.

Security guards struggle to contain the chaos.

She drives toward the back entrance. The gate opens, and
Caroui and Paul wave her through, their faces tense.

PROTESTER
(shouti ng)
VWE DON' T WANT YOUR DEVI L CARS
TERRORI ZI NG OQUR CI TY!

I NT. WAREHOUSE - VEHI CLE SERVI CE AREA - CONTI NUOUS

CARQU
(yelling over the noise)
Park it here!

Mary slams the car into place, the gate crashing shut behind
her .

She steps out, frustration boiling over, and tries to slam
the door, but it barely budges, closing slowy instead.

MARY
(voi ce shaki ng)
You coul d have gotten ne kill ed!

CARQU
Sonet hing weird i s going on

Mary rolls her eyes, annoyance creeping in.

MARY
Uh, you think?!

Caroui | ooks genuinely defeated. Mary softens slightly.
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MARY
Sorry. Just feeling sone type of way
about this.

Caroui approaches the car, brow furrowed in thought.

CARQU
(hesitant)
That's why | needed you... | nmean, the
car.

Mary rai ses an eyebrow, a hint of anusenment breaking through.

Caroui clinbs in, activates the car, and drives toward the
rear of the warehouse.

CARQU
The sooner | know what's going on, the
sooner | can fix this.

Mary follows, baffled. Caroui positions the car under a
sol ar-powered |ift.

MARY
| don't see how

Caroui points to the lift.

CARQU
See that? It can't hurt us up there.

Mary's curiosity piques as Caroui presses a button on his
phone.

The lift's steel bars extend, lifting the car five feet off
t he ground.

CARQU
A hack is inpossible with these cars.
That's how | designed them And only I
know how. Purposely.

The Iift stops, and Mary | ooks up at him intrigued.

MARY
What now? What do you have to do?

Caroui turns to her, resolve in his eyes.

CARQU
Det erm ne who's controlling them
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Mary nods, confusion still lingering.

Paul nervously checks his buzzing phone.

MARY
| thought you said it couldn't be
hacked.
PAUL
(interrupting)
Excuse ne.

He quickly wal ks off, leaving Mary and Caroui in the service
ar ea.

Mary gl ances at Caroui, puzzl ed.

MARY
VWhat's his deal ?

CARQU
(mldly anused)
My busi ness nmanager. He's nore
stressed than | am

Mary smirks, a hint of l|laughter escaping her |ips despite the
t ensi on.

Caroui's expression shifts back to seriousness as he focuses
on the task at hand.

| NT. LECTRA SOLAR MANUFACTURI NG WAREHOUSE - MOMENTS LATER
Caroui reconnects the car to the cyber and nobil e network.
He checks a hidden panel, and a series of lights illum nate.

LECTRA-Z PANEL: Light illum nates: reverse engaged.

The car begins to reverse. Mary steps closer, eyes w de.

MARY
I't's mal functioni ng.

Caroui's expression shifts to one of realization.
He gestures for silence, a sneaky smrk form ng.

CARQU
The chair boost option isn't working.
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Suddenl y, another |ight blinks.

LECTRA-Z PANEL: Light illum nates: chair boost engaged.

The chairs start to lift.
Caroui quickly disconnects the cyber and nobile connectivity.

MARY
Sonmebody was |i stening!

Fear fl ashes across Caroui's face.

CARQU
The only way they could access it is
t hrough a nobil e device.

He rubs his tenples, deep in thought.
CARQU

It's gonna be hell trying to access
one of those 5G towers.

MARY
Are there hidden caneras?
CARQU
" mnot a nonster!
MARY
" mjust saying, soneone has to be
wat chi ng.
CARQU

Caneras are only on the outside..
He pauses, a spark of insight lighting up his face.

CARQUI
...connected only to the notherboard's
sensors.

Mary's eyes wi den as she approaches him
MARY
So, this car has a conputer that
controls its functions, not its
connectivity. Am|l right?

Caroui's inpressed, but a new realization dawns on him



58.

CARQU
| knew it! Mary Ward.

Mary exhal es deeply, sensing the tension. Caroui's anger
flares, his body tense as he paces.

CARQU
You can't wite about this. You'l
ruin ny reputation!

MARY
Your reputation is already on thin
ice, love

Caroui pulls out his phone, fingers flying over the screen.

| NT. LECTRA SOLAR MANUFACTURI NG WAREHOUSE - CARQUI 'S OFFI CE -
CONTI NUED

Wil e on the phone, Paul receives a text from Caroui:
TEXT: "GET YOUR ASS BACK IN HERE! | NEED YOU' "

PAUL
| can't keep this up. What el se am|l
supposed to do here?

Qut of the corner of his eye, he sees Caroui's Al Android,
Junior, staring at him

PAUL
(frantic)
Leader override 662892! Juni or,
FACTORY RESTORE, SHUT DO

Junior erases all its data and powers down.

PAUL
Pain in my ass! (now addressing the
person on the phone) Get ne outta
her e!

Paul rushes to his | aptop and accesses a secret, security-
protected file on Caroui's backup server.

He opens a docunent revealing a list of Lectra nodel nunbers.

One in particular, "Lectra-Z #8-467," shows a nobility code:
"619-900-0023," along with a nysterious asterisk. The other
nodel nunbers display codes ranging from"619-900-0000" to
"619-999-9999," sone with an asterisk and others w thout.
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Fifty of them have the asterisk
Frustration nounts as he shreds the file.
PAUL
Ch, contraire! My good buddy. He's not
stupid. And |I'mrunning out of tine.

Suddenly, Junior's eyes flicker with a red |light, blinking
om nously.

Paul remai ns unawar e.
| NT. LECTRA SOLAR MANUFACTURI NG WAREHOUSE - CONTI NUED

Mary is fixated on Caroui as he detaches the car's conputing
not her board from underneath the electric notor.

Caroui noves swiftly, visibly aggravated.

CARQU

This is what you do? Sneak and wite?
MARY

" mnot being difficult. | get that

you wanna keep this discreet. Wuldn't
you rather it be ne than sone vicious
fake news journalist?

Caroui |owers his guard, lost in thought.

CARQU
Trust no man. That's what ny dad used
to say. (He pauses, his jaw tightening
as he recalls the nenory) Al ways
quoting Jerem ah, but doin' the
opposite. (He shakes his head, a
bitter smle flickering across his
face.)

Mary's laugh slowy turns into a | ook of conpassion.

MARY
You tal k about hima |ot. What about
your not her?

Caroui hesitates, continuing to work on the notherboard.

CARQU
| don't renenber her.
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After a mld struggle, Caroui nmanages to detach the
not her boar d.

He wal ks over to his laptop, with Mary followi ng sl oWy, deep
i n thought.

MARY
My parents told ne we were going on a
trip. | packed ny bags, and that was
the last | saw of them

Caroui pauses, staring into space.

MARY
My father lost his job and decided a
child was too nuch of a financi al
burden. He and ny nother planned to
| eave town and never | ook back. Only |
wasn't included.

CARQU
How ol d were you?
MARY
Twel ve. But years later, | found them

They even tried to use that excuse
about it being hard for black famlies
to survive back then. | stornmed off
and never | ooked back. (pause) |
returned the favor. Now, | work for

nyself, live alone, and have a few
close friends. One of whomI'mon thin
ice with.

Caroui, saddened, enpathizes with Mary's traunma. He realizes
he's becone distracted and di ves back into his work.

CARQU
(staring at the conputer screen)
Well, ny dad is one less thing | have
to worry about. That damm Paul !

Mary noves closer to the conputer screen

MARY
What's Paul's story?

Caroui becones apprehensive and hesitates.

MARY
"' mnot gonna wite about it. |
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prom se.
CARQU
Paul 's a geni us busi nessnan... at
| east he is now |'ve known himfor a

long tine. After his dad kicked him
out, he was honel ess and pennil ess..
there he was... at the junkyard.

Mary smles, nesnerized, unable to | ook away from him
LOUD NO SE FROM BACK AREA.
Paul emerges, carrying his navy-blue Italian briefcase, a

troubl ed I ook on his face. H s eyes wi den when he sees Caroui
on his laptop with the car's notherboard plugged in.

CARQUI
What the hell, man? What were you
doi ng?

PAUL

We've got a big problem
Paul shows them surveillance footage of chaos out front.

Caroui imedi ately stops what he's doing and grabs his packed
hi -t ech backpack, shoving his |aptop and the notherboard
i nsi de.

Mary, very nervous, follows themtoward the back exit.
EXT. LECTRA SOLAR MANUFACTURI NG WAREHOUSE - REAR - CONTI NUED

The chaotic sounds of the crowd echo as the trio approaches
the front.

EXT. LECTRA SCLAR MANUFACTURI NG WAREHOUSE - FRONT -
CONTI NUQUS

Caroui, Paul, and Mary cautiously push open the secret gate,
their eyes widening as they take in the sight of the
crowd- cl anbering over anything in their path, like wld

ani mal s- heat hens, desperate to break into the buil ding.

Caroui's face turns red with frustration, feeling the
pressure of the nonent wei ghing on him

Mary gasps. Caroui raises his hands attenpting to cal mthe
crowd.
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CARQU
(calls out)
PLEASE, EVERYONE! |'M HERE

Caroui catches hinself as he notices the angry faces snarling
at him

The crowd charges toward themcreating a chaotic scene that
feels conpletely overwhel m ng.

The trio panics until suddenly, Alex's Lectra-Z energes from
nowhere, pulling into the parking lot and charging into the
crowd.

The car runs over three people, killing theminstantly. The
rest of the crowd screans, scranbling to clinb upon anyt hing
they can find.

Meanwhi | e, Paul panics and runs toward the street.

CARQUI
(shouti ng)
THAT' S NOT A GOOD | DEA!

PAUL
(yel l'i ng back)
NEI THER WAS YOURS! !

Mary panics as she notices other cars in the |ot activating,
ready to pounce.

EXT. FRONT PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUCUS

Paul runs through the | ot as one vehicle begins reversing,
m ssing himby inches. He bolts out into the street.

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Segl enda, in the back of her Lectra-Z, gasps at the chaotic
scene. She sees Paul running for his life, being chased by a
Lectra- Z.

EXT. STREET - CONTI NUOUS

Paul stops, anger boiling as he faces the car barreling down
the street toward him The Lectra-Z stops just inches away,
then retreats down anot her street.

Paul takes a deep breath and runs into traffic, cars honking
around him
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| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS
Segl enda stares in conpl ete shock.
EXT. FRONT PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Caroui and Mary stand on top of a brick portion of the
building. The tints lighten on Seglenda's Lectra-Z, and Mary
sees Segl enda signaling for themto run to her car for
safety.

MARY
(yelling to Caroui)
She wants to hel p!

Caroui and Mary nmake a run for it, dashing across the roofs
of the out-of-control cars.

Caroui notices four cars surrounding a vehicle with a wonman
and her child inside, blocking their escape.

Wt hout hesitation, Caroui rushes over to the wonan and
child. Caroui dashes toward the scene, the panicked crowd
wat chi ng.

EXT. MARY'S POV - CONTI NUCUS

Mary realizes Caroui is no |longer behind her and stops to
| ook back.

MARY

(yelling)
VHAT ARE YOU DO NG?

EXT. FRONT PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUQUS

Caroui hears Mary but continues toward the unstoppabl e cars,
which are driving forward forcefully.

Upon arrival, he quickly yanks the woman and child out of the
car just before the vehicles crush it. Mary watches Caroui,
amazed and filled wth conpassion.

Suddenly, the car she's standi ng on awakens and noves,
causing her to fall hard onto the ground.

CARQU
(yel 1'i ng)
MARY, KEEP GO NG

Mary snaps out of it and runs for her life. The out-of-
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control Lectra-Z pursues her.
| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
Segl enda suddenly takes charge with commandi ng heroi sm

SEGLENDA
Lectra! Open back passenger side door,
onl y!

The back passenger side door opens.

SEGLENDA
(shouti ng)
HURRY!

Mary slides into the car just as Segl enda noves to the other
si de. The door shuts quickly behind her.

Segl enda and Mary brace for inpact, staring in horror as the
relentless car barrels toward them

CRASH

The Lectra-Z collides with them but backs up w thout a dent
or scratch. Seglenda and Mary breathe a sigh of relief,
t hough still shaken. The Lectra-Z takes off down the street.

EXT. FRONT PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUQUS

Caroui notices Mary and Segl enda urging himto cone on. He
makes a run for Seglenda's Lectra-Z, sprinting as fast as he
can.

Suddenly, three Lectra-Zs realize Caroui is trying to escape.
The cars forma single file line, pursuing him

M racul ously, Caroui makes it inside Seglenda s Lectra-Z just
in tinme.
| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

CARQU

(breathl ess)
LECTRA, LEADER- OVERRI DE! GO

Segl enda' s Lectra-Z accel erates down the road, the passenger
door cl osing behind Caroui.
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EXT. STREET - CONTI NUOUS

The pursuing vehicles exit the parking lot after them one by
one, electric engines whirring as they chase down the street.

EXT. CHULA VI STA, CA - STREET - CONTI NUED

A young boy wal ks down the street, engrossed in playing with
his toy car, skillfully maneuvering it with a sl eek,
futuristic virtual flat-screen-controller.

Suddenly, he is startled as Seglenda's Lectra-Z whi zzes past,
foll owed closely by three nore Lectra-Zs racing after it.

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

LECTRA-Z: (reciting) "Enmergency override activated. Wl cone,

Caroui! Were to?"
Caroui, overwhel ned, quickly renoves his high-tech backpack.

CARQU
(says | oudly)
Safety. As far south as you can go to
t he nearest 5G tower. Just avoid your
br ot hers.

Segl enda and Mary watch in horror as the rogue Lectra-Zs
close in on them Caroui hastily unloads his |aptop and
not her board, hi s hands shaki ng.

SEGLENDA
(struggling to keep calm
It's like I"'min a remake of Christine
or sonet hi ng?

Mary | ooks confused.

SEGLENDA
Bef ore your tinme, honey.

A beat.
SEGLENDA
| just wanted to return your car!
What ' s happeni ng?

CARCUI
I"'mtrying to figure that out.

Caroui glances at the traffic light, now turning yellow.
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CARQU
(excl ai nms)
LECTRA! Run it!
LECTRA-Z: (reciting) "Caroui, | advise against it. It is not
possi bl e and al so not safe.™
CARQU
(yel 1'i ng)

LECTRA! DO I T!
EXT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUCUS

The car speeds through the yellow light, its sensors guiding
it safely past a large truck just in tinme.

Segl enda and Mary screamin the background.

The truck halts, blocking the pursuing Lectra-Zs, which cone
to an abrupt stop.

A swarm of tiny bugs rises into the atnosphere, swirling
around the scene.

The bugs then fly in the direction of Seglenda s Lectra-Z.
EXT. CHULA VI STA, CA - STREET CONTI NUED
CUT TO

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z

Caroui sifts through the notherboard data, shock and anger
etched on his face.

MARY
VWhat ? What is it?

CARQUI
(gl anci ng at Segl enda)
Have you noticed anything off about
the car?

SEGLENDA
Not really. | just wanted to be
cautious after that awful video.

Mary's eyes w den, concern deepeni ng.

CARQU
Sonmeone accessed the car's nobility
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codes.

MARY
So that's how they're controlling
then? Right?

CARQU
Yeah, renotely, but how?

Caroui rubs his forehead, frustration nounting.

CARQUI
No one shoul d have that access.

Segl enda gazes at Caroui, a mx of worry and |longing in her
eyes. Caroui connects to Junior, only to find it has been
factory restored by Paul.

A |l ook of revelati on dawns on him

He restricts Paul's access and retrieves Junior's re-upl oaded
backup files, a hidden protocol.

A video plays, revealing a frantic Paul accessing a secret
file unknown to Caroui. The audio chines in,

PAUL (O S.)
Ch, contraire! My good buddy. He's not
stupid. And |I'mrunning out of tine.

Caroui watches in disbelief as Junior captures a screen
recordi ng of Paul deleting crucial data and a secret file.

A wave of rage surges within him igniting a fierce
determ nation to confront the betrayal

CARQU
Bast ar d!

Mary |l eans in, anticipation building.

CARQUI
(voice trenbling)
Paul's trying to destroy ne.

Caroui spots a list anmong the first files Paul obliterated.
He scans it, his expression shifting to disappointnent. He
then realizes Seglenda' s Lectra-Z isn't marked.

CARQU
Your car... it has no asterisk.



68.

Mary's anticipation turns to annoyance.

SEGLENDA
Ok, I'lIl ask. What |ist? What
asterisk?

Caroui pauses dramatically, tension thick in the air.

CARQUI
The |ist of vehicles set aside for the
U. S. governnent.

Shock washes over Segl enda and Mary.

MARY
Are you serious?!

Suddenly, tiny bugs begin to |land on their w ndows, their
W ngs buzzing like a swarm of angry bees. Seglenda's eyes
wi den in fear.

MARY
You got a thing about bugs or
somet hi ng?
The swarm nul tiplies, darkening the w ndows.
EXT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA Z - CONTI NUCUS
The car nerges onto the freeway.

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Segl enda stares, horror-stricken. Two Al mechani cal bugs
navi gate through the ventilation system

Suddenly, the bugs confront the trio one by one.
SEG_ENDA
( pani cki ng)
They're those Al canera bugs!

Caroui and Mary exchange a knowi ng gl ance. Mary swats at the
bugs as nore invade the space.

CARQU
(yelling)
LECTRA, STOP!

LECTRA-Z: (reciting) "l advise against it!"
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CARQU
(fanni ng away the bugs)
DO I'T, NOW
The car halts abruptly.
EXT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA Z - CONTI NUCQUS

The trio exits, gasping at the swarm of bugs now buzzi ng
around them They remain oblivious to the freeway's dangers.

Caroui freezes, eyes wi de as an ei ghteen-wheeler barrels
toward them

HORN HONKI NG
Seglenda turns to face the oncom ng truck, her heart racing,
while Caroui is lost in a haunting nenory of the tragic night
in 1998.

FLASHBACK TO
EXT. CAMP PENDLETON, CA - | NTERSTATE 5 NORTHBOUND - M DNI GHT

Ten-year-old Caroui, paralyzed wth fear, watches as an
ei ght een-wheel er hurtles toward t hem

FLASHFORWARD TGO

EXT. CHULA VI STA, CA. - [-805 FREEWAY SOUTHBOUND - LATE
AFTERNCON

Adult Caroui, stands there, terror etched on his face.
( SLOW MOTI ON)

Wt hout hesitation, Caroui yanks Segl enda and Mary toward the
shoul der of the freeway.

They tunble onto the thick grass.
( NORMAL SPEED)

The ei ghteen-wheel er barrels into Seglenda's Lectra-Z,
spinning it violently into the railing.

The mechani cal bugs scatter, their tiny bodies reflecting the
sunlight Iike shards of gl ass.

One damaged bug lands in Caroui's lap, glitching and
sparking, emtting a faint, electric crackle that sends a
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shiver down his spine.

The truck finally conmes to a conplete stop, the sound of
screeching tires echoing around them

The truck driver storns out, furious.

TRUCK DRI VER

(yel 1'i ng)
VWHAT THE FUCK | S WRONG W TH YOU?

Mary rises, anger flaring.

MARY
(dusting herself off)
JUST CALM DOMNI' WE' RE OKAY BY THE WAY!

Caroui slips the bug into his shirt pocket, then rises, fire
igniting within him

Caroui strides up to the driver, who is shouting obscenities,
and delivers a punch square to his face. The driver coll apses
to the ground.

Segl enda and Mary watch, surprised by Caroui's sudden cal m

CARQUI
(leaning in, sarcastic)
Are you ok?

Segl enda smrks, a mx of relief and anusenment crossing her
face. Caroui doesn't wait for an answer as he hel ps Segl enda
and Mary to their feet, with Mary beaming in admration.

The chaos begins to settle.

The truck driver groans on the ground, clutching his jaw,
whil e Caroui stands tall, adrenaline still coursing through
hi m

MARY
(trying to lighten the nood)
Gad | didn't piss you off.

SEG_ENDA
(hal f-1aughi ng, half-nervous)
You really know how to nmake an
i npressi on, huh, Caroui?

Caroui glances back at the indestructible Lectra-Z, concern
and determnation flickering in his eyes.
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| NT. POMY, CA - GOVERNMENT SAFEHOUSE - LATER
Tom Mackenzie nonitors twelve nen in orange junpsuits.

Each is fixated on their own Al nobile device, thin and
rectangul ar, resenbling gam ng consol es.

On the huge flat-screen nonitors, a bird' s-eye view reveal s
Lectra-Z cars careening down the street, crashing into walls,
and sendi ng pedestrians scranbling in panic.

Al mechani cal bugs provide the aerial footage as Tom wat ches
intently.

Two | arge | aw enforcenent officers stand nearby, sem -
aut omati ¢ weapons at the ready.

TOM
VWhere is he?

CONVI CT 1
Sout hbound on the 805 freeway.

Tom | eans closer to the nonitor, zoomng in on a video inage
of Caroui, Seglenda, and Mary standing on the side of the
freeway.

The canera captures Caroui speaking with hi ghway patrol
officers and an irate trucker, who clutches a rag to his jaw,
yel ling and gesturing angrily.

TOM
Keep your eyes peeled. Let nme know the
nonment you see sonet hi ng.

The convi ct nods.
CONVI CT 2
(yel l'i ng)
| think we got one!

Tom strides over, eyes |ocked on the screen as El ka slips
into the back of her Lectra-Z

He watches intently as her car reverses out of the backyard
and onto the street.

The convict zoons in. Asly smle creeps across Tom s face.

TOM
He's got this one.
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EXT. CHULA VI STA, CA - |-805 FREEWAY SOUTHBOUND - CONTI NUED

Wil e Caroui speaks with the highway patrol, Mary wal ks over
to Segl enda, who stares at the sleek, indestructible car.

SEGLENDA
That's quite a machi ne he's made.

MARY continues to gaze at the car, her expression thoughtful.

MARY
| wouldn't quite call it a nmachine.

Segl enda catches the hint of concern in Mary's voi ce.

SEGLENDA
Maybe it's nore than that?
Mary sneaks a glance at Caroui, who is still engaged wth the
pat r ol
SEGLENDA

You really care about him don't you?
Mary hesitates, caught off-guard.

MARY
He's attached to his toys.

Segl enda rai ses an eyebrow, a smrk form ng.

SEGLENDA
Boys and their toys. But, eventually,
t hey grow up. That's when they becone
husbands and daddi es.

Mary smles, a flicker of understandi ng passing between them
Car oui approaches, relief washing over his face.

CARQU
| snoot hed everything over. They
didn't recognize ne. W can drive the
car since there were no damages.

He reaches into his shirt pocket and pulls out the snal
mechani cal bug.

SEGLENDA

(gasps)
Get rid of that! It's dangerous!
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Caroui chuckles, trying to |ighten the nood.

CARQUI
It's just a surveillance bug. Nothing
to worry about.

He takes a small knife and breaks the bug apart, a hint of
pride in his voice.

CARQU
(muttering)
Looks like sonething |I'd design.

MARY
What now?
CARQU
For once in ny life, | don't know.

He | ooks defeated, his thoughts drifting.

CARQU
(softly)
Paul ... how could you be involved in
this?
SEG_ENDA
Who' s Paul ?
MARY
Just a young guy... running from

Christine, with a briefcase.
Segl enda' s expression shifts to one of realization.

SEGLENDA
This day just keeps getting weirder.

CARQUI
What do you nean?

SEGLENDA
He stared down the car, and it just...
changed direction.

Caroui stares in disbelief. Mary's phone vibrates, displaying

FACETI ME: "ELKA CALLI NG "

MARY
El ka, |isten-
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| NT. ELKA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
ELKA
Don't apol ogi ze, we're good. W may
not see eye to eye, but-

MARY interrupts, urgency in her voice.

MARY
El ka, are you in that car?
ELKA
| got this text to return it. I'm

taking the | ong route.

MARY

You need to pull over right now
ELKA

Are you still on this paranoia trip?

EXT. 1-805 SHOULDER OF FREEWAY - CONTI NUOUS

Caroui grabs Mary's phone, his tone serious.

CARQU
Don't worry about returning it. Just
pul | over!
ELKA
(excited)
M. Boykin! |I'myour first custoner!
MARY
(yell'ing)

ELKA! LI STEN TO H M

Suddenly, a song blares fromElka's car: "GO NG I N Cl RCLES"
by The Friends of Distinction. Caroui freezes, nonentarily
lost in the nmusic, revelation on his face.

ELKA
This song again. | love it now

MARY
(excl ai ns)
Caroui! Tell her about the nmanual
thing! Caroui!!!!

Caroui snaps back to reality, but Mary is in full panic node,
sprinting toward SEGLENDA' s Lectra-Z.
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| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

CARQUI
VWhat's her full name?

MARY
El ka Gant!

CARQUI
LECTRA! Navigate to Elka Gant's
| ocati on!

EXT. SAN DI EGO, CA - NORTHBOUND HARBOR DRI VE - CONTI NUED

The nusic blares louder, filling the air with tension. ELKA s
Lectra-Z nmakes a sharp right turn

ELKA
Lectra, why are you turning?

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
Mary's face refl ects hopel essness.
MARY
(shouti ng)
W're trying to get to you!
EXT. ELKA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS
ELKA's Lectra-Z accel erates, now barreling down the street at
70 MPH. The car swerves dangerously, the dashboard |ights
fl ashi ng war ni ngs.
ELKA
(scream ng)
| T WON' T STOP!
The Lectra-Z heads straight for a brick building.
Monents after-

CRASH

The inmpact sends ELKA flying forward, her body colliding with
t he wi ndshi el d.

Bl ood splatter all over.
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EXT. SEG.ENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS
MARY wat ches in horror, her heart racing.
MARY
(shouti ng)
ELKA. .. ELKA!

Mary and Segl enda are frozen, the sound of the crash echoing
in their ears.

MARY
(voi ce breaking)
No... no... no... no..

| NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

The nusic continues to play, hauntingly juxtaposed agai nst
t he chaos.

EXT. SAN Dl EGO, CA - BALBOA PARK - EARLY EVEN NG

PAUL roans through the park, the sun casting | ong shadows.
He puts on his Apple Vision Pro goggl es.

EXT. POV I NSI DE GLASSES - CONTI NUOUS

A sem -transparent inmage of TOM MACKENZI E appears, his
expressi on unr eadabl e.

PAUL
(fum ng)
What's goin' on over there?

TOM
The testing needs nore tine.

Paul interrupts, sarcasmdripping fromhis words.

PAUL
Geat plan-recruiting his crimnal
friends. The cars were supposed to be
tested with people inside! Wiat were
you t hi nki ng?

TOM
There's sonething greater to consider

PAUL
You think just because you' ve got deep
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pockets, you can do whatever the hel
you want? This is nmy project!

Paul scans the park beyond Tom's image, his gaze |anding on
an CLD MAN wal ki ng his dog, staring at him

He shifts unconfortably, trying to avoid eye contact.

TOM

Your show, mny noney, but 'his' brain.
PAUL

Don't underestimate ne! | know how

t hat brain operates.
| NT. TOM MACKENZI E' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Tom s expression sharpens, a glint of mschief in his eyes as
he | eans closer to the screen.

PAUL
Are you just gonna | eave nme hangi ng
out here?

Tom signals to one of the convicts off-screen.
The screen shows one of the rogue cars speedi ng away.
TOM
|"ve got your location. W'll talk
nore once you get here.
EXT. POV I NSI DE GLASSES - CONTI NUOUS
PAUL
(scoffs)

Fi nel

Paul abruptly stops the transm ssion and yanks off the
goggl es.

EXT. SAN DI EGO, CA - BALBQOA PARK - EARLY EVEN NG

The OLD MAN is still watching him unblinking.

PAUL
(yelling)
What are you staring at? You want a

quarter?

The OLD MAN | ooks away, and Paul storns off, frustration
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radi ating from him
EXT. SAN DI EGO, CA - NORTHBOUND HARBOR DRI VE - EVEN NG
The trio rides slowy past Elka's Lectra-Z.

Oficers and an EMI stare, flabbergasted, at the horrific
bl ood- st ai ned glass interior of the car.

MARY shakes her head, tears stream ng down her face.

Still shaken, she erupts with anger.
MARY
(yel l'i ng)

THIS IS YOUR FAULT! YOU AND YOUR
DAMN. .. (dramatic pause) TOYS!

Caroui sits speechl ess.

SEG_LENDA
(softly)
It's not his fault, Mary. He can't
control what's happeni ng.

Caroui gently places a hand on Segl enda's arm
EXT. SEGENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS

The car turns down a side road.

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS

CARQU
(cal m nQ)
Lectra, pull over.

The car parks. Caroui stares at the floor, defeated.

CARQU

(quietly)
| don't know about that.

MARY
(cl enching her fists)
| shoul d' ve done sonet hi ng. Anyt hi ng!

SEGLENDA
Honey, you did all you coul d.
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CARQU
It's him M dad.

Segl enda doesn't seem surpri sed.
MARY

(confused w ping her eyes)
How can he be doing this fromjail?

CARQU
That's his favorite song. He's behind
t his.

SEGLENDA
What makes you responsible for this
mess?

Mary | ooks at her with skepticism

CARQU
(nervously)
| ratted himout. He hit and killed a
coupl e while drunk; begged ne not to
tell the police. But |I broke. | told
everyt hi ng.

Segl enda and Mary exchange a | ook of understandi ng.

CARQU
(staring into space)
He knew who | was the whole tine.
Junior didn't even catch this. Tom
freaki n' Mackenzi e.

MARY
Tom Mackenzi e? What are you tal king
about ?

Segl enda shows deep conpassion for Caroui.
CARQU
VWhy? Why are ny cars crashing into
everything? | just don't understand.

Suddenly, Caroui receives a text froma private nunber with a
link attached.

Suspense fills the air as he clicks it.

Segl enda and Mary lean in as a video plays, show ng random
"CRASH TEST DUMW" si mul ati ons.



80.

They watch in horror as cars collide with buildings, other

vehi cl es, and dunmi es.

CARQU
They're testing their investnent.

The trio is left in shock.

MARY
Using us as the test dumm es.

Caroui is filled wwth fearful uncertainty.

MARY
(voice trenbling)
| knew this day was comng. | wite

about it all the tine. (pauses,
| ooki ng away, tears welling) | just
can't believe it's here.

Segl enda becones increasingly agitated.

SEGLENDA
Mary, please! Just go on

CARQU
No she's right, it's the President and
his cl ean energy agenda. There are
five new 5G towers in California-one
in Poway, one in Chula Vista. Tom kept
demandi ng | nmake the vehicles
conpatible to "maintain conpliance.”
It's not about safety. It never was.
It's about CONTRCL, DESTRUCTI ON, and
WAR!

Segl enda | ooks unsettl ed.
SEGLENDA
(excl ai ns)
LET ME OQUT

CARQU
Lectra! OPEN DOORS

EXT. SEGENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS

The doors swi ng open. Segl enda stunbles out, fear in her
as Mary rushes after her.

eyes
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MARY
Were are you goi ng?

SEGLENDA
| can't do this anynore!

Mary steps in front of her, urgency in her voice.

MARY
You're not safe out here al one.
SEGLENDA
This is too nuch-destruction, war,
cars, Al. I'"'mtoo old for this

Mary |l eans in, determ nation on her face.

MARY
|"mscared too. (takes a deep breath,
steadi es herself) But we need to stick
together. We can't face this al one.

SEGLENDA
It's never gonna be over. Didn't you
j ust hear hinf

MARY
For once in this... "worst day of ny
life," I finally believe sonething.

(i ntensely) WE HAVE TO STI CK TOGETHER
AND SEE THI S THROUGH

Segl enda stares at Mary, her expression softening.
She gl ances back at Caroui, who sits in the car, sulking.
| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS

CAROUI wat ches them a mx of guilt and determ nation on his
face.

SEGLENDA
Caroui, what are you gonna do now,
honey?
CARQU
(sighs)

You both | ove asking ne that question.

Mary and Segl enda exchange a hopeful glance, a hint of a
smrk breaking through the tension.
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CARQU
(steadily)
| think I know
EXT. SAN DI EGO, CA - NORTHBOUND HARBOR DRI VE - MOVENTS AFTER

Caroui, Mary, and Segl enda approach Elka's Lectra-Z, their
expressions a mx of anxiety and determ nati on.

CARQU
(steeling hinself)
Are you ready?
Mary and Segl enda exchange nervous gl ances.

Caroui's posture is tense, radiating a sense of purpose.

MARY
| guess.

SEGLENDA
Just... be careful.

Caroui nods, a flicker of resolve in his eyes.

The coroner renoves Elka's |ifeless body as Caroui slips into
her Lectra-Z, totally avoiding the police officers.

| NT. ELKA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS
The door shuts behind himwith a soft thud.

CARQUI
(voi ce steady)
Hey, Dad.

The car lurches forward, nearly colliding wwth officers on
t he street.

Segl enda's Lectra-Z follows cl osely behind.

M| es appears on the car's digital screen, his expression
unr eadabl e.

CARQUI
Are you gonna kill nme now?

M LES
(sm rking)
You're ny one and only son. That woul d
be stupid. I'mnot gonna hurt anyone.
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Mles plays "GO NG I N Cl RCLES" softly in the background, the
i rony pal pabl e.

Caroui's

M LES
How do you |i ke not being in control?

CARQU
(sarcastic)
It's been great, watching you kill
i nnocent people. Quite exhilarating,
really. Also, quite surprising, seeing
that you' re not drunk

M LES
(sm rking)
My ' BI GSHOT' son. Stealing ny ideas
and passing themoff as your own.

Don't worry, I'Il fix your m stakes.
It'll just take tinme-there are so
many.

anger simrers as the car accel erates.

CARQU
Selling your soul to the devil for A-
list status and a get-out-of-jail-free
card? Didn't you always chant, "the
white nman is the devil?" Hypocrite!

The Lectra-Z speeds up to 65 MPH, weaving through traffic.

M LES
My only son. Put me in jail.

CARQU
| needed you safe. Where you
bel ong- behi nd bars.

M LES
The only bars | see now are 5G

Mles's smle only fuels Caroui's rage.

CARQU
These cars are m ne! The technology is
m ne! NOT YOURS!

M LES
Oh, contraire, nmy knowit-all son
That technol ogy has an authenticity
you' re not even aware of.
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Caroui shakes his head, frustration boiling over.

M LES
You steal ny ideas; | take them back
and nake them better. Paul and Tom
make a wonderful alliance.

Caroui's anger is mxed with a begrudgi ng adm ration, quickly
masked by di sappoi nt nent.

CARQU
You were so smart. | wish | knew what
happened. Al you did was drink away
your potential. | did you a favor,
Dad.

M| es pauses, the weight of his words hanging in the air.

M LES
Sonmeone will tell you that over there
is the eneny, then that sanme soneone
will say no, the other one is the
eneny. Turns out, that 'soneone' was
the eneny all al ong.

CARQU
(still sarcastic)
Still with these stupid anecdotes? |

bet your convict buddies |ove them

M LES
That night of the accident. Aren't you
curious why I was drinking so nuch?

Caroui rolls his eyes, sarcasmdripping fromhis voice.
CARQU
| don't know. Maybe the hour was
al nost up?

Ml es hesitates, his expression shifting.

M LES
| found your nother.

Caroui freezes, anger flashing across his face.

CARQUI
So you lied to ne?
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M LES
She abandoned you when you were two. |
want ed you to nmeet the real eneny.

CARQU
The real eneny? | thought | was the
eneny! Isn't that your phil osophy?
"The white man is the eneny!" "Those
people at ny job are the eneny!" "The
systemis the eneny!"

Ml es's anticipation grows, the tension thickening.

CARQU
VWen will it ever be, "I'mny own
wor st eneny?"
A heavy pause |ingers.
CARQU
She didn't abandon ne-she abandoned

you.
Ml es's expression shifts to slight anusenent.

M LES
Sons always | ove their nothers, no
matter what. A woman you don't even
know.

Caroui's confusion norphs into fury.

CARCQU
(yel 1'i ng)
"M NOT A DAMN CHI LD! (takes a deep
breat h) STOP TRYI NG TO MANI PULATE IVE!
She abandoned us, so what? No harm no
foul. And if she were here, |'d tel
her to FUCK OFF

A dramatic pause hangs in the air as M| es absorbs Caroui's
out bur st..

M LES
You just did. I know she's |istening.

Caroui's eyes widen in disbelief as he turns to | ook through
the now un-tinted glass, |ocking eyes with his nother,
SEGLENDA.

The wei ght of the nonment crashes over him
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| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Segl enda stares back at Caroui, her enotions swrling-fear,
regret, and a flicker of hope.

Mary, still recording on FaceTine, tries to avoid eye contact
with either of them the tension pal pable.

I NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

M LES
Son, I'mnot trying to ruin you. You
need to realize that getting rid of ne
won't work. | wll always be your
father, just like she will always be
your not her.

Caroui is monentarily stunned, the truth of Mles's words
si nki ng in.

M LES
And none of the bad we've done in the
past will change that.

A heavy pause |ingers.

M LES
Now, part of ny new deal is that you
turn over your conpany. Al those
wonder ful things you stole fromny
little book of ideas; they're no
| onger yours. You'll be conpensated
handsonely for your hard work once the
deal is done.

Caroui's face falls, disappointnent washing over him

CARQU
|"min a binding contract. What you're
asking is inpossible!

Mles interrupts, his tone shifting to one of authority.

M LES
Paul took care of it.

Caroui's confusi on deepens.
CARQU

O course he did. You' ve sabotaged
your own technol ogy. How i s that gonna
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wor k?

M LES
Once signed, ny deal will override
yours. That brilliant business m nd of

Paul's is gonna help nme start a new
branch of governnent. A whole new |line
of mlitary weapons. THOSE CARS. NEW
AND | MPROVED.

Caroui's eyes widen, a mx of awe and disbelief.

M LES
Very clever, Caroui. You' ve
villainized and vilified me to
everyone who woul d |isten.

Caroui, feeling cornered, discreetly presses a button for the
hi dden panel, his heartbeat quickened.

M LES
(eyes narrow ng)
Peek- a-boo, | see you!

Caroui gl ances nervously at the Al bugs hovering outside the
wi ndow, their presence a rem nder of the stakes.

M LES
Isn't that the real reason you ratted
me out ?

CARQU

(interrupting)
| DID I T BECAUSE YOU ARE A SHI T
FATHER! YOU OANED THI S TO ME

Ml es stares deeply into Caroui's eyes, the intensity of
t heir connection pal pabl e.

M LES
| wasn't that bad. | nean, | ook at
you.

Caroui | ooks away, grappling with the truth in Mles's words,
his internal conflict evident.

M LES
(smling, but with a hint of
nockery)
Don't worry, |I'mnot mad anynore. |'|

t ake good care of you, son
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The way he says "son" drips wth a condescension that makes
Caroui's skin cram, as if Mles is remnding himof his
place in this tw sted gane.

CARQU
Where are you taking nme?

A heavy silence falls between them the weight of unspoken
fears hanging in the air.

Caroui searches Mles's eyes for answers, but all he finds is
a cold, calculating gaze.

M LES
The future.

EXT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

The Lectra-Z speeds down the road, the future ahead shrouded
in mystery.

Monents | ater, Seglenda's Lectra-Z races past, desperate to
keep up.

EXT. POMY, CA - DESERT - GOVERNMENT SAFEHOUSE - DUSK

El ka's and Seglenda's Lectra-Zs pull into an off-road
backway.

In the distance, a massive unnmarked buil di ng | oons ahead,
fl anked by Caroui's stolen Lectra-Zs and a swarm of
nmechani cal Al bugs, resenbling a nenacing arny.

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Mary and Segl enda exchange fearful glances.

EXT. GOVERNMENT SAFEHOUSE - OPEN FI ELD - CONTI NUOUS

Ml es strides forward, flanked by the eerie arny of cars and
bugs, which remain still behind him

He holds an Al nobile console, pressing the touchscreen to
bring Elka's Lectra-Z to a halt.

I NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

CARQUI
Lectra, STOP!

Seglenda's Lectra-Z halts as it receives Caroui's comrand
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t hrough Mary's FaceTi ne.

M LES
| mpressi ve. Now, get out of the car.
That goes for your nother and
girlfriend.

Segl enda hesitates, stepping forward as Mary | ags behi nd.

SEGLENDA
Caroui . ..

CARQU
You don't have to say it.

He takes her hand, and she |l ooks at himwth a mx of |onging
and fear.

Caroui gl ances back at Mary, who avoi ds his gaze,
enbarrassnment and di sappoi nt mrent etched on her face.

M LES
(smling)
Segl enda, you've finally nade it hone.

Segl enda crosses her arnms, shaking her head.

M LES
You renenber that song? The first tine
we sl ow danced?

SEGLENDA
What's the point of this reunion?
After all this tinme, you really think
this chaos wll fix anything?

Mles's smle fades, replaced by a sarcastic edge.

M LES
What happened to that crack deal er you
left us for?

Segl enda bristles, insulted.
SEG_ENDA
You know those scriptures you al ways
msinterpret? Luke 12:51 and 537

M LES
Oh, | got themright!



She leans in, her voice steady.

SEG_ENDA
It's not literal. It means God
separates the righteous fromthe
unrighteous. It's about following H's
| aws, not just famly ties. That's
what causes the rift in a famly.

Caroui and Mary listen, intrigued.

Segl enda

M| es gl ances at Caroui, who | ooks disappointed.

Caroui's

M LES
(nmocki ngly)
So, you found Christ? Was it while you
were hitting that crack pipe?

rolls her eyes.

SEGLENDA
And you? Still drowning your sorrows?
Too drunk to see nme run off to another
man.

M LES
From one addiction to another. | often
fant asi zed about beating that guy's
ass.

SEGLENDA
Your fantasies are ruining your son's
life.

SEGLENDA
You want redenption by paying himoff?

M LES
Sonetimes you have to go to certain
Il engths for famly.

SEGLENDA
What famly? We both dodged bul |l ets.
The drugs and booze nmade us happy.

M LES
Wasn't our son a bull et? Renenber when
you said, "I never wanted a chil d?"

di sappoi nt nent deepens.

90.
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SEGLENDA
| did say that.

Mles smrks, reveling in the noment.

M LES

Yeah! That's what you said.
SEGLENDA

That's not all | said.
M LES

VWhat ? What else is there?
Dramati ¢ Pause.

SEGLENDA
| never wanted a child... with you!

Ml es's anger simrers as Paul appears in the distance.

PAUL

(yell'ing)
CAROQUI! WELCOVE TO THE PARTY

Caroui's fury ignites as he glares at Paul.
Mary, sensing his tension, takes his hand, cal m ng him
Mles smrks, a dark glint in his eyes.
M LES
Well, | guess that's it for our little
reuni on. Let's not wait another

thirty-three years, shall we?

Segl enda scoffs as Mles strides toward Caroui, snatching his
phone and signaling for Mary to hand over hers.

He crushes bot h phones underf oot.
CARQU
(yel l'ing)
SNEAKY SCUMBAG

Paul approaches, snmug, carrying his Al device.

CARQUI
| shouldn't be surprised.
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PAUL
You woul dn't have gone for it in a
mllion years. Call nme greedy.

A tense nonent passes as Caroui faces Paul, his expression a
m x of anger and disbelief.

CARQU
You were brilliant once. Now you're
just stupid. And you did a terrible
] ob.

PAUL
My job was to get you to do what |
want ed.

Ml es steps closer, holding the Al device up for Caroui to
see.

He senses his di sapproval.

M LES
No, son. This is a billion-doll ar
pr oduct .

Paul reveals a smaller, conpact Al Controller Device fromhis
back pocket.

He presses a button, and a door opens, revealing a truck
wapped in mlitary canoufl age.

PAUL
Ladi es and gentlenen, the future of
conbat !

He denonstrates the device, showcasing the truck's interior
and exterior through its surround caneras.

Caroui's eyes wi den in amazenent.

CARQU
This is why you needed the di agrans?

Paul gl ances at Mary, who scowl s in response.

CARQU
Wiy do you need ny cars then?

M LES
W don't want to let all that hard
work go to waste.
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SEGLENDA
(to M1es)
You really think this mess is going to
bring us together?

Mles smles, a hint of hope in his eyes.

M LES
Maybe not right away, but in tine.

Paul presses another button, and the truck's weaponry
retracts

He guides it back into the building, and the door closes
behind it.

Meanwhi | e, Mary inches toward Segl enda's Lectra-Z, but one of
t he nechanical Al bugs flies closer, stopping her in her
tracks.

M LES
Tell your girlfriend to stay put. |
spared her once; | won't do it again!

Caroui's expression shifts as he contenplates his next nove.
A revel ati on dawns on him

CARQU
"' m not giving you what you want, Dad.

Ml es steps forward, his tone firm

M LES
(wth an eerie calm
YES... YOU... WLL!

Caroui digs deep, sumoning the |ast remants of conpassion
as he addresses his father.

He steps forward, fists clenched.

CARQU
Here's ny deal: you wal k away from
this, give nme back what's m ne, and
t ake your punishment |ike a man. Pl ead
guilty by reason of insanity for
i nhumane genoci de, espi onage, and
conspiracy to conmt treason. They
won't kill you, and we can just cal
it even.
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Ml es's anger flares, but he's caught off guard by Caroui's
bol dness.

TOM
(exiting the building, flanked by
armed officers)
(shouting) HE DOD IT ALL FOR YOU' (a
beat) IT"S BEEN QUI TE A PLEASURE

The wi ndows of the building open, revealing MIles's convi ct
acquai ntances, all holding Al devices and wearing Apple
Vi sion Pro goggl es.

The cars and nechani cal bugs advance om nously.

MARY
(gripping Seglenda's hand)
How are we gonna do this now?

CARQU
(shouti ng)
VWHAT ARE YOU DA NG? YOU SAI D YQU
VWEREN T GO NG TO HURT US

M LES
| always forget that part. Onh, unless
you agree to mny ternmns.

Caroui | ooks back at Segl enda and Mary, seeking affirmation.

They nod, resolute.

SEG_ENDA
(standi ng by Caroui)
We're not playing your gane anynore.
Mles's curiosity piques.

Caroui, Mary, and Seglenda can feel the tension in the pits
of their stomachs.

M LES
| wonder what other innovative ideas
you have in that backpack
Tom halts as the cars encircle himand the officers.

Ml es steps closer to Caroui.

M LES
|"msure they all belong to ne.
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PAUL
(chimng in)
G ve himsone credit, Mles; he did
all the grunt work!

M LES
(1 eaning in)
Where is it, by the way?

Tom and the horrific army, gets closer and cl oser.

Caroui | ocks eyes with Mles, determ nation etched on his
face.

CARQUI
(glancing at Tom
There goes your eneny, Dad!

As Mles is distracted, Caroui snatches the Al control device
fromhis hand just as Segl enda reaches down, and throws a
handful of desert dirt into Mles and Paul's faces.

The trio bolts as officers begin firing.

Segl enda and Mary drop to the ground for cover while Caroui
races toward Seglenda's Lectra-Z.

M LES
(shouti ng)
G ve ne that!

M| es snatches the Al device fromunder Paul's arm

Car oui ducks down, quickly using the device to steer Elka's
Lectra-Z toward Mary and Segl enda.

CARQU
(scream ng)
GET IN!!

Mary and Segl enda dive into the car just as the arny of
Lectra-Zs and nechani cal bugs surges forward, their nenacing
forms closing in fast.

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Caroui sets the autopilot for Elka's Lectra-Z to "MAX SPEED'
usi ng the Al devi ce.

It speeds off just in tine to evade the rapidly approaching
army.
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I NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

CARQUI
(frantic, as doors close)
Lectra, U TURN, GO

EXT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA Z - CONTI NUQUS

Seglenda's Lectra-Z makes a sharp U-turn as bullets ricochet
off the car, leaving small scratches in the sleek surface.

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Caroui's heart races as he gl ances back, seeing the swarm of
bugs form ng a massive, sharp object.

I NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

SEGLENDA
(anxi ously)
| hope he knows what he's doi ng!

MARY
(sear chi ng)
We need to find a way to help him

Mary spots the hidden circular panel and reaches for it.

SEGLENDA
What are you doi ng?

She presses the panel, revealing several flickering lights.

MARY
(exci ted)
|"mgoing to grab the key fob fromthe
gl ove conpartnent. Wen | say so,
press the factory restore button,
okay?

SEGLENDA
(nods, nervously)
kay.

Mary clinmbs into the front seat, opens the gl ove conpartnent,
and retrieves the key fob.

She slides back to the driver's side across Elka's dried up
bl ood.
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MARY
(yelling)

Segl enda reaches for the button, but the car jerks violently
as Caroui struggles to maintain control, the bugs slamm ng
into the side.

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

CARQU

(yel l'i ng)
Lectra, MAX SPEED

The engi ne screans as the car lurches forward, tires
screechi ng agai nst the asphalt, narrowWy mssing the swarm of
bugs that are buzzing om nously.

I NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

MARY
(frantic)
PRESS THE BUTTON!

Segl enda presses the button, and the car suddenly sl ows down
dramatical ly.

SEGLENDA
(shocked)
WHAT' S HAPPENI NG?!

Mary fights to regain control, but the car swerves
danger ousl y.

SEGLENDA
Mary! HURRY!

Caroui speeds past them and Segl enda gl ances back, panic
rising as the cars close in.

SEGLENDA
(desper at e)
W need to nove!

Mary finally regains control, slammng her foot on the
accel erator.

MARY
(exhi | ar at ed)
VWHAT A CAR



98.
The Lectra-Z surges forward, and Segl enda gasps as they speed
away from the approaching threat.
EXT. POMY, CA - DESERT - GOVERNMENT SAFEHOUSE - CONTI NUED
Mles is in a panic.
M LES
(shouti ng)
| KNOWVWHAT HE'S GONNA DO WVE GOTTA
STOP H M
Tom presses a button.
EXT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUCUS
Suddenly, the massive nechanical bug formation ains for
Caroui again, ranmng into Seglenda's Lectra-Z and lifting
the car into the air.

Caroui's unease grows as the car slanms back to the ground.

The bugs aimat himagain, lifting the car and slanmng it
har der .

Caroui switches the car to nmanual node and fl oors the gas
pedal .

The Lectra-Z takes off.

The formation of bugs halts, redirecting toward Mary and
Segl enda.

| NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Mary swerves to dodge the bug's attenpt to dive underneath
t he car.

SEGLENDA
(yelling, panic rising)
| S HE REALLY GONNA DO | T?

Segl enda' s hands grip the edge of her seat, her knuckles
white.

Her heart races as she gl ances back, fear etched on her face.

The thought of |osing her son sends a chill down her spine.
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MARY
(yelling)

| T LOOKS LIKE I T!
Fear washes over Mary's face.
Segl enda' s hands trenbl e as she grips the seat.
SEG_ENDA
(voi ce cracking)
Not again. | just got him back.
| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS

Caroui grabs his backpack from behind the passenger seat,
qui ckly putting it on and tightening the straps.

A ook of exhilaration crosses his face as he fastens his
seatbelt, gripping the steering wheel tightly.

CARQUI
(yel 1'i ng)
LECTRA, AUTOPI LOT, MAX SPEED! FLOOR

| T!
Segl enda's Lectra-Z accelerates to its maxi num speed- 165MPH
EXT. 5G TONER - CONTI NUOUS
The canera shows a top to bottomview of the tower.
I NT. CARQUI'S POV - CONTI NUOUS
The 5G tower's view rapidly increases.
| NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Mary presses the pedal to the floor, while Seglenda clings to
the assist grip of the arnrest for dear life.

Terror fills Mary's eyes as she realizes Caroui's car is
careening toward the 5G pol e.

EXT. POMY, CA - DESERT - GOVERNMENT SAFEHOUSE - OPEN FI ELD -
CONTI NUQUS

M| es wears an expression of despair, contenplating his
m st akes and the possibility of losing his son.
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M LES
(shouti ng)
STOP! STOP EVERYTHI NG
Tom | ooks at Ml es, confused, and shakes hi s head.

M| es stornms over, snatching the device from Tom s hands and
pressing a button.

The Al bugs halt md-flight, ceasing their attack on Mary and
Segl enda.

EXT. ELKA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Mary sl ows down, pulling over to the side of the road as the
Lectra-Zs fly past them

They watch in horror as Caroui heads straight for the 5G
t ower .

Segl enda’' s heart pounds in her chest as she breathes heavily.

Mary is on the verge of tears, longing for the | ove of her
life, who races toward danger

| NT. SEGLENDA' S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS
Caroui stares at the 5G pole, surprisingly calm

CARQUI
Lectra, engage chair boost option.

The seats elevate as the sunroof splits open.
He grips the seat tightly as the wind whips through his hair.
( SLOW MOTI ON)
The scene sl ows down, flashing between the faces of 10-year-
ol d Caroui and 35-year-old Caroui, starting slowy before
speedi ng up.
( NORVAL SPEED)

The car crashes into the 5G pole with a deafening inpact,
sending Caroui flying into the air at 70 MPH

EXT. 5G POLE POV

The collision is so severe that the pole sparks and begins to
t oppl e.



101.
EXT. POMY, CA - DESERT - GOVERNVENT SAFEHOUSE - OPEN Fl ELD -
CONTI NUQUS
All cars cone to a sudden halt.

The nechani cal bugs drop fromthe sky, crashing to the
gr ound.

Caroui is nowhere in sight as the dust settles.
| NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUQUS
Mary takes off, desperate to find Caroui in the forest ahead.

EXT. POMY, CA - DESERT - GOVERNMENT SAFEHOUSE - OPEN FI ELD -
CONTI NUQUS

M LES
(shouti ng)
NO NOOO CARQUI!!
M| es glances at the Al device, which displays "NO SI GNAL!"
EXT. POMY, CA - DESERT - SMALL FOREST - CONTI NUOUS
CUT TO
| NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Mary drives into the trees, searching for Caroui.

MARY
He has to be out here!

Seglenda's face is filled with sorrow.

SEGLENDA
Mary, it's no use. He's not here.

MARY
No! Look around! He's out herel

SEG_ENDA
He's gone, Mary.

Mary interrupts, her voice firm

MARY
No, he's not. He's here!

Segl enda’' s despair deepens.
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EXT. POMY, CA - DESERT - GOVERNMENT SAFEHOUSE - MOVENTS
LATER

Mles is stonping the ground in frustration, his face flushed
W th anger.

M LES
(shouti ng)
THI'S WASN T SUPPOSED TO HAPPEN, TOM

TOM
W ' have' to go!

Suddenly, a |loud runble echoes frominside the saf ehouse.

PAUL
Your fucking convict friends are
| oose!

Convi cts burst fromthe safehouse, charging straight toward
the officers.

Mles's eyes widen as he notices a swarm of police cars
approachi ng through the dust of the desert.

Chaos erupts.

@Qunshots ring out as sone convicts over power the arned
of ficers.

PAUL
There's nothing nore we can do out
here! W need to get the FUCK QUTTA
HERE!

The three of themsprint toward the safehouse, adrenaline
punpi ng.

| NT. POWAY, CA - GOVERNMENT SAFEHOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Mles, Tom and Paul burst inside, slamm ng the door behind
them |ocking after them

The sound of chaos outside grows |ouder, echoing through the
saf ehouse.

Ml es glances at the door, heart racing.
M LES

(panti ng)
What now?
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He breathes, urgency in his eyes.
EXT. POWAY, CA - DESERT - GOVERNMENT SAFEHOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

The police are struggling to regain control as convicts and
Tom s arned officers scatter in all directions.

The sound of sirens blares in the distance.
| NT. POMAY, CA - GOVERNMVENT SAFEHOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

M| es paces, a m x of concern and frustration on his face.

M LES
(voice trenbling, barely above a
whi sper)
VWhat if he's still alive? Qut there

al one? What if he needs ne?

Suddenly, a |oud crash reverberates through the saf ehouse as
a group of convicts tries to break in.

Tom | eads the way as he wal ks up to a flat screen nonitor
t hat scans his face.

The wal | opens to reveal a secret tunnel leading to the
under gr ound.

Mles and Paul follow as the wall closes after them

| NT. POWAY, CA - GOVERNMENT SAFEHOUSE - SECRET UNDERGROUND
TUNNEL - CONTI NUCUS

Ml es, Paul, and Tom sprint through a dimy |it underground
t unnel

Ahead, a three-car sonic train awaits them hummng with
energy.

M LES
What about ny guys?
TOM
As long as they're in jail, we can

keep you cl ear ed.

M LES
(urgently)
You're telling me nmy guys aren't
getting out? After everything?
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Paul follows closely behind, glancing nervously at Tom

M LES
You're just full of surprises! This
wasn't the plan, TOM

PAUL
Tom s right. We're all just pawns now

Tom s hand noves slowy to his wai stband, and the glint of
the silencer catches Ml es' eye.

A chill runs down his spine.

TOM
(eyes narrow ng)
Especially you.

He pulls the trigger.
PEW

Paul 's eyes widen in disbelief as he crunples to the ground,
bl ood pooling beneath him a bullet |odged in his forehead.

The sound echoes in the tunnel, a stark contrast to the
humm ng of the train.

Ml es stunbles back, his breath hitching as the reality sinks
in.

TOM
(cal my)
He's no | onger needed. ALL ABQARD

Ml es stares at Tom fear and di sbelief washing over him

M LES
(voice trenbling)
You' re not serious, Tom You wouldn't.
Not |ike this.

Tom turns the gun on Mles, his expression cold.

TOM
Get on the train, M| es.

Heart pounding, Mles steps onto the train, the netallic
scent of blood lingering in the air as he casts one |ast,
haunt ed gl ance at Paul .
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The doors slide shut behind himwith a finality that feels
suf f ocati ng.

The fully electric sonic train lurches forward, racing
t hrough the tunnel at full speed.

A low runbl e shakes the tunnel, and dust begins to swrl
around t hem

The walls trenble as if the earth itself is protesting their
escape.

The tunnel collapses in a cacophony of noise, sealing off
their past as the dust settles like a shroud behind them

EXT. POMY, CA - DESERT FOREST - CONTI NUED
CUT TO
EXT. TREETOP - CONTI NUOUS

Caroui dangles froma tree, his backpack's parachute tangled
in the branches.

EXT. CAROUI'S POV - CONTI NUOUS
Bel ow, he spots Elka's Lectra-Z creeping through the desert.
EXT. TREETOP - CONTI NUOUS
CARQU
(shouti ng)
Hey! Up here!
| NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z - CONTI NUOUS

Mary and Segl enda spot him their faces lighting up with
exci tenment.

MARY
(1 ooki ng back at Segl enda)
See? | told you.
Segl enda sm | es.

They both | ook upward.

SEGLENDA
Are you okay, sweetheart?
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EXT. TREETOP - CONTI NUOUS

CARQU

Not really! |

Mary maneuvers the car
j unp.

need to get down!

beneath him positioning it for a safe

Caroui detaches hinself and drops into the sunroof.

I NT. ELKA'S LECTRA-Z -

Caroui | ands awkwardly,

CONTI NUQUS

W ncing in pain.

CARQU

Quch!

Mary and Segl enda share a relieved chuckl e.

CARQU
Bef ore you ask, | have no idea what to

do next.

Suddenly, the sound of

gunshots and sirens pierces the air.

EXT. POMY, CA - DESERT - GOVERNMENT SAFEHOUSE - CONTI NUED

Caroui, Mary, and Segl enda wat ch chaos unfol d: convicts being
arrested, officers with rifles, and a building collapsing in

t he di st ance.

Mary sl ams the brakes.

CARQU
(steppi ng out)

Wai t!

An O ficer spots Caroui
face.

and approaches, anger etched on his

OFFI CER 2
Stop right there! Hands up!

CARQU
It's okay. My Lectra-Z sent you the
alert. 1I'm Caroui.

OFFI CER 2

(interrupting)
| know who you are. We've been | ooking
for you. One of our officers is dead
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because of you. You're comng with ne.
Mary junps out of the car.
MARY
He didn't do anything wong! The real
crimnals are inside that building.

The officer narrows his eyes, skeptical.

SEGLENDA
(shouti ng)
She's right! He's ny son! You have to
find them
CARQU

My backpack's up in that tree. It has
everything you need.

The officer's expression softens slightly.

OFFI CER 2
We'll get to the bottom of this.
He hol sters his cuffs but still takes Caroui into custody.
MARY

(mutters, furious)
"Il get that bag nyself.

SEGLENDA

Mary, let himhandle it. He'll be

okay.
Mary huffs but nods reluctantly.
EXT. POMY, CA - DESERT - CONTI NUED
A man in an orange prison junpsuit, arnmed with an assault
rifle, sprints through the desert, shedding his junpsuit
until he's in his underwear, clutching an Al device.

A |l aw enforcenent officer chases him

The convict reaches the freeway, points his gun at a passing
car, and forces the driver out before speeding away.

| NT. POWAY, CA. - POMWAY SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT - EVEN NG

Caroui sits across from SHER FF HARPER (66M, who is fum ng.
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SHERI FF HARPER
You ever heard of | aw enforcenment
arresting | aw enf orcenent ?

CARQU
No.

SHERI FF HARPER
|"ve got those damm cars stuck in the
desert, a col |l apsed saf ehouse, and a
dead body. Do you know how much it'l]I
cost to renmove your cars?

CARQU
"1l take full responsibility.

SHERI FF HARPER
Why? Because you have the noney? | saw
t he magazi nes.

The sheriff paces, frustration radiating from him

SHERI FF HARPER
You're protected by the US Governnent.
For now.

Caroui exhales, relieved but wary.
The sheriff |eans in.

SHERI FF HARPER
FOR NOW

EXT. POMY, CA. - POMY SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER
Segl enda and Mary wait anxi ously outside.

SEGLENDA
Honey, are you alright?

CARQU
They found Paul's body. In a secret
under ground tunnel. They're | ooking
for nore.

Shock washes over their faces.

CARCUI
Al'l ny investors pulled out. |I'm done.
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MARY
Maybe the world isn't ready for your
brilliance. What you're doing is

i mportant.
Caroui shakes his head, unconvi nced.

CARQU
There are bigger issues than toys.

Mary and Segl enda exchange know ng gl ances.

Mary steps forward, planting a kiss on Caroui's |ips.

MARY
Does that hel p?
CARQU
(grinning)
Alittle.
SEGLENDA
(teasing)

Looks like a yes to ne.

Segl enda smles, her eyes filled with warnth.

SEGLENDA
| know we've only just net, but |'m
your nother. |'ve thought about you
even during nmy struggles. |I'm not

goi ng anywhere.
Caroui pulls her into a hug, feeling the weight of her words.

SEGLENDA
(hol di ng hi s hands)
| don't think it's over for you.
believe things will work out. I'm
really sad about Mles, but he did his
best for you. You should forgive him

Car oui nods, absorbing her encouragenent.

CARQUI
| do actually, | guess there 'are
nmore inportant things in life.

MARY
We need to find another way to prove
what happened. It'Il take forever to
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get to that backpack
Caroui's expression shifts to one of determ nation.

CARQU
Junior's got it covered.

Mary and Segl enda exchange puzzl ed | ooks, then smrKk.

MARY
Juni or ?

SEGLENDA
VWho' s Juni or?

Caroui grins, a spark of mschief in his eyes.

The three of themwal k away fromthe canera, Caroui's arns
around their waists, a newfound sense of unity anong them

I NT. SAN DI EGO, CA - ANCELO S TON NG - TOW YARD - M DNI GHT
Jonah's Lectra-Z sits quietly in the back, alnost hidden.

Suddenly, the car's systens activate, the name "LECTRA Z"
illumnating in a rhythmc pul se.

The car lurches forward, then accelerates, barreling toward
t he canera

CUT TO
I NT. CRASH TEST FACI LITY - DAY

A crash test dummy sits inside a hollow car, hurtling toward
a brick wall at 100 MPH

The dummy | ooks around, panic in its eyes.
DUMWY
(frantic, head spinning 360
degr ees)
"THE EXITS ARE NOT HERE, NOT HERE, NOT

HERE, NOT HERE, NOT HERE, NOT
ANYVHERE! "

CRASH
FADE QUT.

THE END



