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I NT. ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE - DAY

CHAD DAWSON, m d 30's, handsone, sits in his attorney BEN
DAVI S office discussing the final ternms and paperwork of
Chad's divorce. Chad is dressed casual, while Ben is in a
finely tailored business suit.

BEN DAVI S
Chad, you aren't thinking straight.
You' re giving Del ores everything
she's asked for, and a lot nore. |
can negotiate this divorce
settlenment way down for you.

CHAD
No Ben, | know what |' m doi ng.
want this over now

BEN DAVI S
You're giving her the house, her
car, nost of your nobney, you're
going to wwnd up with virtually
not hing to your nane.

CHAD
That's today. | assune what we
di scuss here today is covered under
attorney/client privilege?

BEN DAVI S
It is.

CHAD
What you, and thankful |y what
Del ores doesn't know is that big
t hi ngs are happeni ng at \Wal ker and
Landsford. W are having by far our
best year ever, and | just |anded
the G ngo account, by far the
bi ggest deal we have ever | anded.
Bonuses are comng out in a couple
of weeks, and not only will ny
bonus solve all ny financial
issues, word has it I'lIl be made a
partner. |'ve already bought a new
house, fully furnished, a new car,
and set ny sights on the future.
What I'mgiving Delores today is a
pittance conpared to what |'d have
to give her next nonth. Gve ne the
papers to sign

BEN DAVI S
You' re certain?
CHAD
| ve never been nore certain in ny

life.

Ben slides a stack of papers across his desk to Chad, and
shakes his head as if to say he should not sign them



BEN DAVI S
r attorney, I'mobligated to
ou that | do not agree with

< C

CHAD
Not ed. Now where do | sign

BEN DAVI S
There are markers for your
signature, and you'll need to
initial the bottom of each page.
There are two sets you'll need to
sign, one for her and one for you.
Once they're fully signed, I'll
return one set of originals to you
for your files.

Chad starts to sign the papers, then stops and | ooks up at
Ben.

CHAD
Wien will you get these to her to
si gn?

BEN DAVI S

"1l have them copied as soon as
you are through, then nessenger
them over to her attorney this
afternoon. Unl ess she snells a rat,
|"d assune they' ||l be back to ne
tomorrow, and we'll get themfiled
with the court then.

Chad smles slowy

CHAD
Per f ect.

Chad resunes signing the papers as Ben watches.
FADE TO BLACK
FADE | N:
| NT. CHAD S CAR - DAY
Chad is driving, turns into the G gar Living parking |ot.
EXT. C GAR LI VI NG PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Chad parks, gets out of his car (stopping to turn and admre
it) and wal ks into the cigar shop.

I NT. CIGAR LIVING - DAY
The cigar shop is dimy lit, with rich mhogany paneling and

the faint aroma of aged tobacco lingering in the air.
Shelves lined with premumIliquors and cigar boxes create an



upscal e, mascul i ne anbi ance. Chad, dressed in an

open-col lared shirt, strides confidently into the walk-in
hum dor. He scans the shelves with the precision of a
connoi sseur, selecting two Ashton Virgin Sun Grown cigars
before heading to the bar.

The bar area is enpty, save for the new bartender TASHA,
late 20's, slim wth striking features and a practiced
smle. Her dark hair is pulled back neatly, and she wears a
fitted bl ack bl ouse that accentuates her figure. Chad slides
onto a barstool, placing his cigars on the polished
count ert op.

TASHA
Hi, what can | get for you?

Chad pushes the cigars toward her, flashing a charmng grin,
his eyes lingering a nonent too | ong.

TASHA
(playfully) Y all need
t hese circunci sed?

Chad's eyebrows shoot up, caught off guard by her bold
hunor. A flush creeps up his neck, but he recovers quickly,
sensing an opportunity. He leans forward on the bar, his
sm | e w dening.

CHAD
You' re new here, aren't you?

Tasha nods and gives Chad a coy smle.

TASHA
That | am Second day on the job.
| " m Tasha.

She extends her hand. Chad stands, taking her hand gently
and, with a theatrical flourish, kisses the back of it while
bow ng slightly. He adopts a playful, exaggerated "western”
draw .

CHAD
| " m Chad Dawson, guess you could
call nme a regular around these
parts. And now that you're here
darlin' I"Il be nore regular than
before, if ya catch ny drift.

Tasha giggles, tilting her head as if charnmed, but her eyes
betray a calculating glint. She's played this ganme before,
guys like Chad are her bread and butter. She |eans slightly
closer, resting her hands on the bar, letting her smle
deepen just enough to keep hi m hooked.

TASHA
Oh, | think I know exactly what you
mean Chad. Regulars |ike you are
what make this job...interesting.



Chad chuckles, sitting back down, clearly pleased with

hi rsel f and her response. He unwaps one of the cigars with
deliberate care, pulling a sleek V cutter fromhis pocket.
Wth a dramatic snip, he clips the end, then produces a
nonogranmed torch lighter, igniting the cigar with a
flourish. The other cigar, he tucks into his shirt pocket,
patting it as if it is a prized possession.

TASHA
(m m cking Chad's
"western" accent) So
what's your pleasure
darlin'?

CHAD
"1l have two Beluga CGold
martini's. Very dry, and very, very
dirty.

Tasha rai ses an eyebrow, her lips curving into a playful
pout as she wi pes the counter with a cloth, her novenents
sl ow and del i berate.

TASHA
Two? WIIl sonmeone be joining you?

Chad | eans back, puffing on his cigar. He grins, his
confi dence bordering on arrogance.

CHAD
Tasha - now that's an evocative
nanme, Tasha. Let nme tell you al
you need to know about my business.
If I drink alone, | pay. If | drink
with a potential client, the

conpany pays.

Tasha | aughs softly, her eyes sparking to Chad as she m xes
the martinis with ease. She places the two glasses in front
of Chad, leans forward slightly, her voice dropping to a
conspiratorial tone.

TASHA
Sooo, there's sonmebody joining you
then? Orr, is this just you...with
t he conpany paying for a good tine?

Chad picks up one martini and downs it in a single, snooth
gul p, his eyes never |eaving hers. He gives Tasha a w nk.

CHAD
| guess if that's what the expense
report says, and the receipt
mat ches, it must be true.

He plucks the three olives fromthe enpty glass and drops
theminto the second martini, his grin w dening as he savors
the attention.



CHAD
Very, very dirty...

Tasha | aughs again, this time a little |ouder. She tosses

her head back just enough to |let her hair catch the |ight.
She rests her chin in her hand and gazes at Chad with nock
adm rati on.

TASHA
Onh Chad, you're trouble aren't you?
| bet you've got stories that'd
keep me here all night.

CHAD
Darlin' you have no idea. Stick
around and I mght just tell you a
few O even better, show you..

Tasha maintains her smle, know ng she now has Chad eating
out of her hand. She brushes a stray |ock of hair behind her
ear, letting her fingers |inger near her collarbone. Chad' s
eyes are glued to her.

TASHA
Wll, I"'mhere all shift so you'd
better make those stories good. And
maybe. .. (pause) |I'l1 keep those
martinis comng, just the way you
i ke 'em

She wi nks at Chad, then turns to polish a glass, giving him
a nonent to admre her as he basks in her attention. Chad
puffs on his cigar in his confidence. Tasha gl ances back
with a smle as sharp as a razor bl ade, already cal cul ating
the tip she'll coax out of Chad by the end of the night.

Chad spins his chair around to face away fromthe bar, and
says to hinself under his breath.

CHAD
Oh yeah, this place just
got a whole | ot better.

FADE OUT
FADE | N
| NT. CHAD S HOUSE - DAY
Chad wakes up in his opul ent bedroom He stunbles out of
bed, wal ks into the bathroom brushes his teeth, and turns
on the shower.
Chad exits the shower, brushes his hair, and dresses for
wor k, smart busi ness casual. He wal ks down the stairs,
enters the garage, and opens the garage door.

He wal ks to the front of the house, picks up the For
Sal e/ Under Contract sigh in his yard, and carries it to the



gar age.

He wal ks back to the street in front of his house and turns
to admre it for a few nonents.

He wal ks back to the garage, gets in his car, and pulls out
of the driveway.

Chad drives through the city of Little Rock to his office
bui | di ng.

EXT. WALKER AND LANDSFORD - DAY

Chad pull into the parking |ot of Wal ker and Landsford,
parks his car, and briskly walks into the entrance of the
bui | di ng.

| NT. WALKER AND LANDSFORD - DAY

He crosses the | obby and wal ks up the staircase, there he
passes through the gl ass doors nmarked "Wl ker and
Landsford."” He stops and chats with a few people on his way
back to his office.

I NT. CHAD S OFFI CE - DAY

He enters his office, sits in his chair, and sw ngs around
to | ook out the windows of his corner office. Chad's
secretary, Tessa Bl ake enters Chad's office carrying a | arge
mani | a envel ope.

TESSA BLAKE
This arrived for you by courier
earlier this norning,

Tessa hands Chad the envel ope.

TESSA BLAKE
And M. Landsford wants to see you
as soon as possible this norning.
(pausi ng) He requested that over an
hour ago.

Chad | ooks at his watch.

CHAD
Thanks Tessa, |'ll head over there
in a few m nutes. Please clear al
my calls and neetings for the day
if you woul d.

TESSA BLAKE
Do you think it's about the
pronoti on?

CHAD
Wel | Tessa, things have been going
pretty well for ne, and | can't

( MORE)



CHAD (cont'd)
seemto think of anything else it
coul d be about.

TESSA BLAKE
Good | uck, and don't forget about
us when you nove up to the "circle
of power."

Tessa | eaves Chad's office. Chad | ooks at the envelope, it
is fromhis attorney. He renoves a letter opener fromhis
desk drawer and scans the pages of his final divorce decree.
He smles, puts the papers back into the envel ope, and puts
t he envel ope back into his desk. He picks up the phone and
dials an internal I|ine.

CHAD
This is Chad Dawson, woul d now be a
good tinme to see M. Landsford?
(pause) OK, "Il be right up.

Chad exits his office and proceeds up the staircase to a
suite of posh offices. He heads to the office marked sinply
"A. Landsford". He nods at M. Landsford's secretary, she
nods back, and Chad proceeds into the office.

I NT. A LANDSFORD S OFFI CE - DAY

Chad approaches M. Landsford's desk, and Landsford gestures
for Chad to sit. There is a woman already sitting at one of
the chairs at Landsford's desk, holding a file of papers.
Chad nods toward the woman and sits.

A.  LANDSFORD
Thanks for seeing nme on such short
noti ce Chad.

CHAD
My pl easure sir.

A. LANDSFORD
Chad, | believe you know our
general counsel Maria Sharpe, we
have sonething inportant to di scuss
and | thought it best if she were
her e.

Chad stands and shakes Mari a's hand.

CHAD
| do, good to see you again Ms.
Shar pe.

Chad sits back down across from Landsf ord.

A. LANDSFORD
Chad, I'mafraid | have sone bad
news for you. We are termnating
( MORE)



A. LANDSFORD (cont' d)
your enploynent at \Wal ker and
Landsford, effective imediately.
Ms. Sharpe here has some paperwork
we will need to go over.

Chad is stunned, he | ooks at Landsford, then Ms. Sharpe,
t hen back at Landsford.

CHAD
l"msorry sir, | don't understand.
| just |landed us the biggest
account in Wal ker and Landsford's
hi story. \Wat's going on?

MARI A SHARPE
M. Dawson, a few weeks back we
received a call from Arnol d
Shoemaker, CEO of Cingo Industries.

A. LANDSFORD
Let me cut to the chase. G ngo
cancel l ed our contract, because you
had a sexual relationship with
t heir head of Procurenent.

CHAD
I, I don't know what to say.

MARI A SHARPE
A deni al woul d have been an
appropri ate response, but since
that isn't forthcomng, and their
head of Procurenent admtted to the
affair, we need to nove on as if it
is true.

A.  LANDSFORD
Wien we received that information
from G ngo, we opened an internal
i nvestigation of your activities
here at Wl ker and Landsford, in
particular to your expense account.

MARI A SHARPE
Needl es to say, we found many
irregularities in your expense
accounting over the past year.

Maria hands Chad sone papers fromher file, which he quickly
| ooks t hrough.

A. LANDSFORD
Chad, we saw you as a rising star
here at Wal ker and Landsford, but
we cannot and wi Il not condone this
type of behavior here. Qur firm has
been built on our reputation of

( MORE)



A. LANDSFORD (cont' d)
honesty and integrity, we're not
about to put that at risk now.

Maria hands Chad several nore papers fromher file.

MARI A SHARPE
These are our rules of operations
and conduct, along wth copies of
your acknow edgenent to adhere to
from your annual training sessions.
As such, your termnation is "for
cause. "

CHAD
VWhat does that nean?

A. LANDSFORD
That means you are fired for
breaking the rules, and any and al
severance in your enploynent
agreenent is null and void.

MARI A SHARPE
Even further, we wll be
wi t hhol ding all 401K contri buti ons,
bonuses, and accrued wages as
conpensation for the falsified
expense reports, in lieu of Wl ker
and Landsford initiating litigation
to recoup these damages.

Mari a hands Chad anot her stack of papers.

MARI A SHARPE
If you will review these docunents,
you'll see that this is a nuch
better deal for you than for Wl ker
and Landsford. We'd prefer to
resolve this am cably and quietly,
and just nove on as if this
unfortunate incident never
occurred.

Maria hands Chad the final stack of papers from her folder.

MARI A SHARPE
M . Dawson, these are your
separation papers. | strongly
suggest you have your attorney
review them and honestly discuss
wi th your attorney your options.

Ms. Sharpe hands Chad the enpty file folder, and Chad puts
all of the papers into the folder.

CHAD
Oh, you bet | will discuss this
with ny attorney.
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MARI A SHARPE
One thing to note, this offer wll
expire three days fromtoday. After
that, we will have no choice but to
initiate litigation. W have the
filing prepared, and if we do not
have your executed copies back here
in three days, we will nove forward
with the filing.

Landsford presses a button on his phone, and two security
guards appear at Landsford' s door with boxes.

A. LANDSFORD
We' ve taken the liberty of packing
t he personal effects from your
office for you, and these nmen wll
escort you to your car and off the
prem ses. If you find there is
anything mssing, send an email to
ny EA and we will get it right over
to you.

Chad stands, |ooks at Landsford and Ms. Shar pe.

A. LANDSFORD
And one nore thing Chad, |I'll need
your | D, your nobile phone, and
your corporate card.

Chad renoves the requested itens and places them on
Landsford' s desk.

CHAD
So thisis it?

A.  LANDSFORD
This is it Chad. And renenber, you
do have a three year non-conpete
cl ause in your enploynent
agreenment, but | don't think that
will be necessary, as |'ve heard
the word on the street is that you
are toxic, and no one in this
i ndustry would touch you with a
ten-foot pole.

Chad | ooks again at Landsford and Ms. Sharpe, heads toward
t he door, and nods for the nen carrying the boxes to follow
hi m

FADE OUT

FADE | N
| NT. ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE - DAY

The sane office as before, but the atnosphere is heavier
with blinds drawn, casting the roomin nuted shadows. Papers
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are scattered across Ben's desk. Chad slunps in the chair,
his entire being appearing runpled. Chad gestures wildly at
t he docunents, and he speaks wi th desperation.

CHAD
Ben, this can't be happening. They
fired ne...for cause? After
everything |I've done for that firn®
For crying out loud, | |anded the
C nqo account. They thought it was
unt ouchabl e! That al one shoul d have
made ne sacr ed.

Ben, sitting behind his desk, glasses perched |ow on his
nose as he scans the papers on his desk. Hi s expression is
that of synpathy and grimrealism wth just a touch of

di sdain for what he has | earned about Chad.

BEN DAVI S
Sl ow down Chad. |'ve read through
these twce now. The affair with
G nqo's head of procurenent, that's
a clear conflict of interest. And
t he expense reports, falsifying
client nmeetings to cover personal
tabs? That's fraud, plain and
si npl e. They have receipts,
ti mestanps, even wi tness statenents
fromthat cigar bar so you often
frequent .

Chad | eans forward, slanmng a fist on the desk lightly, his
denmeanor now that of raw frustration

CHAD
But it's not fair! The G ngo deal
was legit! | earned that contract
on nerit. The affair, if you could
call it that, it was after hours

and consensual. And the expenses?
Everyone pads a little, it's an

i ndustry standard! Can't we fight
this? Wongful term nation? Sue for
t he bonus, the 401K, their

wi t hhol di ng everything. Juries |ove
the little guys, the Davids
fighting the Goli aths.

Ben renoves his glasses and rubs the bridge of his nose. H's
voice is steady but firm as if he were a doctor delivering
that ultinmate bad news.

BEN DAVI S
Do you deny any of these
al | egati ons? Can you provide proof,
evi dence that they are fal se?

Chad sl unps back in his chair, |ooks down at the carpet, and
shakes his head slowy.
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BEN DAVI S
Chad, listen to ne. Your enploynent
agreenment is airtight. You signed
of f on the code of conduct every
year, honesty, integrity, no
conflicts. The "for cause" clause
rightly kicks in here, voiding
severance, bonuses, all of it.And
pursuing litigation? They'd counter
sue for the expenses, drag in the
affair details, make it public.
Your non-conpete is three years; no
firmin this town would hire you
wi th that hangi ng over your head.
Wrd's already out. You said it
yoursel f, Landsford called you
"toxic."

Chad stands and begi ns pacing the room running his hands
t hrough his hair, his confidence is shattered.

CHAD
There has to be sonething. A
| oophol e. A settlenent. What about
t he di vorce? Can we reopen that?
Del ores got everything based on ny
ol d assets, and now |I'm broke! She
doesn't deserve it all if I'm
having to start from zero.

Ben shakes his head and | eans back in his chair, the weight
of inevitability in his tone.

BEN DAVI S
The divorce is final Chad. W filed
it a couple days ago, just |ike you
i nsisted. Reopening it now woul d
require proving fraud or new
evi dence, but you'd be admtting to
hi di ng assets during negoti ations.
That coul d backfire spectacul arly,
perjury charges even, and | and you
in deeper water than you are in
now. And with your firing, the
courts don't |ook kindly on that.
You' re better off signing their
separati on agreenent before the
t hree- day wi ndow cl oses.

Ben stands, wal ks over to Chad and places his hand on Chad's
shoul der.

BEN DAVI S
Take the quiet exit. It's danmage
control at this point.

Chad | ooks Ben in the eye.
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CHAD
So that's it? | ganbl ed
everything, and | ost?

Ben sits back down behind his desk and slides the papers
t oward Chad.

BEN DAVI S
Afraid so. Sign it Chad. Mwve on
Start fresh sonewhere el se, maybe
out of state, away fromthe
non- conpete. But fighting this?
It'Il only bury you deeper.

Chad sits back down, picks up a pen and stares at the
docunents for a few | ong nonents, then sets the pen down
wi t hout havi ng signed the docunents. He stands, defeated,
grabbi ng his jacket.

CHAD
["11, 1"l think about if. Thanks
Ben. For not hi ng.

Chad exits, the door clicking shut behind him Ben sighs
deeply, staring at the enpty chair.

FADE QUT
FADE | N
| NT. WALKER AND LANDSFORD - DAY

Chad pushes through the gl ass doors, his stride purposeful
but nmeasured. He has a manil a envel ope tucked under his arm
He appears conposed, but his face belies his sleepless

ni ght. The receptionist stands up from behind her desk with
her phone in her hand.

RECEPTI ONI ST
M . Dawson, you can't just, |'ll
have to call security.

Chad waves her off with a smle and heads straight for the
staircase.

CHAD
It's fine Karen, | just need a
quick word with M. Landsford. He's
probably expecting me. | won't be
| ong.

Karen hesitates, then she dials as Chad works his way up
the stairs. Wispers ripple through the open-fl oorplan
offices as his ex-coll eagues see him

| NT. A. LANDSFORD S OFFI CE - DAY

Landsford is in md conversation with MAria, gesturing at a
spreadsheet on his desk. The door opens w thout a knock and
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Chad enters, closing it softly behind him Landsford's
secretary opens the door and peeks in, but he waves her off
and she cl oses the door.

A. LANDSFORD
Chad. This is a surprise, albeit
not a wel come one. You were
term nated and escorted out for
good reason. \Wat are you doing
her e?

Chad approaches the desk slowy with his hands raised in a
pl acating gesture. H's voice is steady, but laced with
urgency. He sets the envel ope down gently, as if offering an
ol i ve branch.

CHAD
M. Landsford. Arthur. Pl ease hear
me out. | know | shouldn't be here,

but | had to cone in person. This
whol e thing, this whol e,

m sunderstanding, | can fix it.

G ve nme a chance to explain, to
make it right.

Maria crosses her arns, her posture rigid, and exchanges a
skeptical glance with Landsford.

MARI A SHARPE
M. Dawson, explanations won't
change the facts. The
i nvestigation was thorough. The
out cones concl usive. The affair
with G ngo's procurenment head
conprom sed a major contract, not
to mention the reputation of the
firmand it's principals. And your
expense reports, they're
i ndefensible. This is not
negot i abl e.

Chad pulls out a chair and sits, |eaning forward earnestly
toward Landsford, as if he hadn't heard a word Maria sai d.

CHAD
Look, | get it. The C nqo thing
was stupid, reckless. But it had
nothing to do with the deal. |
cl osed that account on pure nmerit.
Late nights. Endl ess research and
preparations. Killer pitches.
Bui l ding rel ati onshi ps the right
way .

Chad, feeling nore confortable, |eans back in his chair.



CHAD
The personal stuff? It happened
after hours, and it was nutual. No
coercion, no quid pro quo. And as
for the expenses? Yeah, K, |
padded a few. But conme on, who
hasn't now and then? It's how t he
gane is played, not just here,
it's everywhere.l can pay it back
Deduct it from ny bonus, ny 401K,
what ever. Just don't throw away
everything |'ve built here. Built
for this conpany. Built for you,
Art hur .

A. LANDSFORD
Chad, you were a star. | won't deny
that. W& had big plans for you. But
stars burn out when they break the
rules. Qur firms reputationis
everything. W can't have
conflicts like this eroding our
trust. And the fraud? It's not just
padding, it's theft, plain and
sinple. W've already |ost C nqo
because of you, mllions of dollars
down t he drain.

Chad's eyes plead as he dropped his voice to a nore
per sonal tone.

CHAD
Arthur, we've known each other for
years. | started here as an intern,

wor ked nmy way up. Renenber the l|ate
nights on the Harlan project? You'd
gi ven up, but | saved that account
si ngl e-handedly. |I'm not asking

for a free pass, just a second
chance. Probation, denotion

whatever it takes. I'll sign a new
agreenent with stricter terns.
"1l nmentor the juniors, 1'll take

on the grunt work, the dead and
dyi ng accounts no one else wll
touch. Please don't let it end like

this. | can still deliver for
Wal ker and Landsford. You know |
can.

Mari a shakes her head, her voice firmand clinical.

MARI A SHARPE
It's too late M. Dawson. The board
is aware and the paperwork has
been filed. Reinstating you would
open us up to lawsuits from G nqo
not to nention the noral e issues.

( MORE)

15.
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MARI A SHARPE (cont' d)
And your non-conpete? It's
ironclad. You are out of this gane
for three years. At |east.

Chad's conposure cracks, his face becones flushed as he
| oses his self control in his frustration. He stands up and
grabs the envel ope off Landsford' s desk.

CHAD
So that's it? | come to you, hat in
hand, willing to nmake things
right, and you're going to discard
me |ike yesterday's trash? After
all 1"ve given this place? You
hypocrites! Bet you're own closets
aren't spotless. Fine. If you won't
reconsi der, then take your damm
papers.

Chad rips open the envel ope, pulls out the signed papers,
and furiously flings themaway as they scatter across the
of fice.

CHAD
Si gned, seal ed, and now delivered
you vul tures! | hope your happy.
But mark ny words, this isn't over
You'll regret this.

Landsford presses the intercombutton w thout enotion.

A.  LANDSFORD
Security, ny office, imediately.

Maria starts gathering up the papers, |ooking at each one as
if to validate the signatures. Chad glares at them both,
then stornms out as two security guards round the corner in

t he hal lway. Chad brushes right past themand exits the
bui | di ng.

Landsford sighs, rubs his tenples, as Maria continues to
pi ck up and strai ghten out the papers.

MARI A SHARPE
Vell, that went about as well as
expect ed.

FADE OUT

FADE | N
| NT. HAVEN HOUSE - DAY
Chad enters the Haven House, a shelter for honel ess nen. He
is taken aback by it's dimy |lit shabby interior, and is
caught off-guard by it's snell. He carries a week-old

unshaven | ook, his clothes runpled and dirty. Conflicted in
hi s denmeanor between the arrogant success of his past and



17.

t he hopel essness of having | ost everything, he approaches
t he counter.

CHAD
H, I'mChad. |'ve been out on the
streets for a couple days, and
could sure use a place to stay for
a couple of days while I try to
regroup.

The receptionist, CLARA VWREN, is a conpassionate yet
resilient woman, black, attractive, in her md-30s with a
kind smle that puts people at ease.

CLARA
Hello Chad, I'mCara. Wile I'm
sorry circunstances have brought
you here, I'mglad we are here for
you, and that you've come to us to
hel p. Why don't you cone into ny
office, and you can tell ne a bit
about your situation, and how we
can hel p.

Chad follows Clara into a small dark room a far cry from
t he opul ent offices of Landsford and his attorney, Ben
Davis. Cara sits in the netal chair behind the old desk
whi ch | ooks like it was rescued fromthe set of a 1930s
novi e set about gangsters, and Chad sits across the desk
fromd ara.

CLARA
So Chad...?

CHAD
Dawson. Chad Dawson.

CLARA
So Chad Dawson, tell me a little
bit about yourself, and what brings
you here. Now be aware, I'mnot a
doctor or a shrink. Nothing is
confidential as we need your
background for proper assimlation
into our little community here. But
al ong with everyone el se here,
have a few skeletons in nmy closet,

so |l wll use proper discretion in
i ntroduci ng you to our other
residents.

Chad gazes at Clara with an investigative stare, trying to
determ ne the | evel of trust he can bestow upon her,
eventually relenting and realizing that Cara has the
experience and mles on her to read right through him and
that Clara is is current only hope.



CHAD
Well Clara, not too |long ago, | was
a very successful businessman.
Through a series of unfortunate

events, | lost ny job, ny wife, ny
house, ny car, and all ny noney.
Everything. | lost everything |
had.

Clara's eyes pierce into Chad.

CLARA
Drugs?

CHAD
No. Not ever.

CLARA
Good. We don't tolerate drugs here.
Vi ol ence?

CHAD
No, you could say I'"'ma |over, not
a fighter.

Clara relaxes a bit.

CLARA
M ght help if you can expand on
what happened, but I'll wunderstand
if you're not ready for that yet.

CHAD
Thanks, |'m not ready.

CLARA
You said you |l ost your job, car,
wi fe, everything. What about your
faith?

CHAD
After the way ny conpany treated ne
after delivering themthe biggest
deal in their history, yeah, you
could say that | lost ny faith in
t hem

CLARA
So | assume when you were a
successful businessman, you
wor shi pped your job?

CHAD
Not just ny job, but the conpany I
worked for and it's founders. They
all owed nme to develop and grow into
a king in ny industry. For a while
| was on top of the world, until

( MORE)



CHAD (cont'd)
they pulled the rug fromright out
under nme. | went back to them hat
in hand, begging to rebuild what |
once had, to even restart fromthe
begi nni ng. They cast ne aside as if
| were a bottle of Gallo at a
French wi ne tasting. So yeah, |
lost my faith.

CLARA
So you'd given your life, devoted
your life to your conpany and they
t hrew you away?

CHAD
Exactly.

CLARA
| understand. And | can conm serate
wi th your experience. You're not
the first resident here with a
story like this, and I'mafraid you
won't be the | ast.

Cl ara pauses, with a synpathetic | ook.

Clara sml

CLARA
Do you have plans?
CHAD
No, not yet. I'mfull of anger, but

" msmart enough to know t hat anger
driven revenge is the worst thing
possible. | need to get over this
bad situation I"'min, relax, and
create a viable recovery.

es.

CLARA
Wel |l Chad, | appreciate your
candor. We are quite full here now,
but we can accommobdate you if
you're willing to bunk up with
anot her resident.

CHAD
Not what | hoped for, but |I'm at
the end of ny rope. |I've never had

to ask anyone for help before, but
" mout of options. Anything is
better than living on the streets
like I've done for the past week.

CLARA
Well then M. Chad Dawson, let's go
meet your new roonmmate, Sam Banks.

19.



20.

Chad and C ara stand, and C ara | eads Chad through a dark,
narrow hal l way w th nunbered doors on each side.

CLARA
Here's your room 210.

They stop at room 210, and Chad notices that the nunber on
the door has been altered. In front of the nunmber 210, a
crudely shaped letter "E' has been pasted on, and there is a
stick on dot between the 2 and the 10.

Clara knocks lightly on the door.
CLARA
Sam it's Clara. W have a new
roommate for you

FADE OUT



	INT. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE - DAY
	INT. CHAD'S CAR - DAY
	EXT. CIGAR LIVING PARKING LOT - DAY
	INT. CIGAR LIVING - DAY
	INT. CHAD'S HOUSE - DAY
	EXT. WALKER AND LANDSFORD - DAY
	INT. WALKER AND LANDSFORD - DAY
	INT. CHAD'S OFFICE - DAY
	INT. A. LANDSFORD'S OFFICE - DAY
	INT. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE - DAY
	INT. WALKER AND LANDSFORD - DAY
	INT. A. LANDSFORD'S OFFICE - DAY
	INT. HAVEN HOUSE - DAY

