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FADE IN:

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

SUPER: Phoenix, Arizona, 1982

KELLI McCAGE (5). Light brown hair, sky blue eyes, naturally 
rose-colored lips. Like her father’s. PAT (17). Sandy blond 
hair. Green eyes, like his father’s. SHAWN (15). Curly blond 
hair. Sky blue eyes, like their mother’s. 

All three are siblings. They roll a ball to one another. 

LYNN McCAGE (37) approaches them. Sky blue eyes, blond hair. 
Their mother. Meticulous, persistent, emotional, reserved. 

Behind her is ANTHONY McDONALD. Dark hair and eyes. A 
moustache. Lynn’s husband. Not the father. 

Kelli looks up at Lynn. Holds her arms out. 

KELLI
Mommy! 

LYNN
Hey! 

Lynn picks her up. Holds her close. She’s getting heavy. 

Pat and Shawn stand up. Stare at their mother. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
(to boys)

Dinner’s ready, boys. 

PAT
Okay, Mom. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - DINING ROOM - NIGHT

Five meals on the table. Each family member sit before a 
plate. Kelli sits close to Lynn. All five clasp hands. Heads 
bowed. Eyes closed. 

LYNN
Heavenly Father, we thank You for 
the meals before us, and for 
allowing us to remain strong 
together throughout the toughest of 
times. In Jesus’ name, amen. 



ANTHONY
Amen. 

PAT
Amen. 

SHAWN
Amen. 

KELLI
Amen. 

They eat. 

ANTHONY
How was school, boys? 

PAT
It was fine. 

LYNN
That’s it? It was fine? Come on, 
tell us more. 

PAT
(beat)

Well, mostly getting homework done. 
I mean, nothing too major. 

LYNN
(beat)

What about you, Shawn? How’s... who 
is it again? 

SHAWN
Sally. 

LYNN
Yes, how is she? 

SHAWN
She’s okay. 

LYNN
When will we meet her? 

SHAWN
I don’t know. I’ll ask. 

LYNN
We’d love to meet her. Wouldn’t we, 
Anthony? 

ANTHONY
Yes, we would. 

Silence. All eyes fall on Kelli. 
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EXT. LYNN’S HOUSE - DAY

SUPER: 1976

Lynn (31) next to the 1954 Chevrolet parked in her driveway. 

At the car’s exposed engine: ALVIN McCAGE (34). Call him 
“MAC” for short. Glasses, dark hair, naturally rose-colored 
lips. Immature, careless, a temper, a sense of humor, a 
genuine goodness about him. He wipes his sweaty brow. Clears 
his foggy glasses. 

He sees it: his oiled and dirtied hands shoot up, catching 
the soccer ball. Both he and Lynn look ahead. 

Pat (11) and Shawn (9) stare at them. Panting and sheepish. 

LYNN
Please be careful! 

PAT
Sorry, Mom! 

Mac smiles. Tosses them the ball. They resume their game. 

LYNN
(to Mac)

Sorry about that. 

MAC
(beat, shrugs)

Where’s their dad? 

LYNN
He’s in California. 

MAC
You two divorce? 

LYNN
Yeah. What about you? 

MAC
Divorced. 

LYNN
Any kids? 

MAC
No. 

LYNN
Do you want kids? 
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MAC
Doesn’t everyone? 

They stare at each other. Two lonely people. 

MAC (CONT’D)
I’d better finish up with your car. 

LYNN
What are you doing this Saturday? 

MAC
Probably just stay home. Watch the 
news. Why? 

LYNN
There’s a movie out called All the 
President’s Men. It’s about the 
Watergate scandal. 

MAC
Watergate? 

LYNN
The name of the hotel. You know, 
the one President Nixon had his men 
break into during the 1972 
campaign? What led him to resign 
from office? 

MAC
I don’t get too into political 
movies. 

LYNN
Neither do I. But it’s supposed to 
be good. 

MAC
Who’s in it? 

LYNN
Robert Redford and Dustin Hoffman. 

MAC
Alright. I’m in. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - SHAWN’S ROOM - NIGHT

BACK IN 1982

Shawn asleep in bed. Kelli enters. Hovers over Shawn. 
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KELLI
Shawn? Shawn? 

Shawn wakes up. Sees Kelli. 

SHAWN
The bugs again? 

Kelli nods. He allows her into bed. 

SHAWN (CONT’D)
The bugs won’t get you here. You’re 
safe. 

Kelli falls slowly to sleep. 

INT. ANTHONY’S CAR - DAY

SUPER: 1983

Anthony and Kelli. The radio blasts “Bowser from Shanana.” 
They sing along. The song ends. Anthony falls silent. 

KELLI
What’s wrong, Anthony-Daddy? 

ANTHONY
I’m just thinking about moments 
like this. How much I’m gonna miss 
them. How much I’m gonna miss you. 

KELLI
I’ll miss you too, Anthony-Daddy. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Lynn and Anthony. 

LYNN
You were supposed to bring her back 
home at nine o’clock precisely! 

ANTHONY
I’m sorry, I had to get gas in the 
car. It took a while. 

LYNN
It didn’t occur to you the last 
time she wasn’t brought back home? 
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ANTHONY
That’s not fair, Lynn. I was right 
there beside you the entire time. 

LYNN
I can’t do this. Not after... 

ANTHONY
Lynn, please, don’t do this. 

LYNN
I’m sorry. 

ANTHONY
What happened to us? 

Silence. Anthony exits the bedroom. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

BACK IN 1976

Mac plays a board game with Pat and Shawn on the floor. 

Lynn and FRANCIS, her mother, sitting on the couch. 

FRANCIS
The boys like him, don’t they? 

LYNN
Yeah, they do. 

FRANCIS
What about you? 

LYNN
Yeah, I do. I... I think I might 
love him. 

FRANCIS
Are you sure? You only just met 
him. 

LYNN
You trusted him. You introduced us. 

FRANCIS
To help you out with your car. Not 
to date you. 

(beat)
I just don’t want you rushing into 
something that could hurt you and 
the boys. 
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LYNN
I’ll be careful. 

Mac stands up, walks to Lynn. 

MAC
I got something for you. I’ll be 
right back. 

Exits the house. Returns with a gift bag. Gives it to her. 

LYNN
What’s this? 

MAC
Just a little something. 

She reaches into the bag. Pulls out a T-shirt with a light-
bulb on it. 

LYNN
Wow! It’s... nice. 

MAC
Try it on. 

She enters the bathroom. A pause. Laughter O.S. She returns 
wearing the shirt. The light-bulb GLOWS. 

MAC (CONT’D)
Body heat causes it to glow. I have 
one for myself, so we can match. 

LYNN
Thanks, Mac. That’s so sweet. 

They hug each other. Francis and the boys watch. 

INT. CHURCH - CAFETERIA - DAY

A multitude of GUESTS: family, friends. 

Mac, the groom, and Shawn. 

MAC
How are you doing today? 

SHAWN
I’m fine. 

Lynn, the bride, walks over to them. 
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MAC
(holding up drink)

Want some? 

SHAWN
No, thank you. 

MAC
Probably a good idea. Your liver’s 
already been through enough, huh? 

SHAWN
(uncomfortable smile)

Yeah. 

LYNN
(equally uncomfortable)

Hey, Shawn, why don’t you go with 
Pat? 

SHAWN
Okay. 

He walks away. Mac turns to Lynn. 

MAC
What’s wrong? 

LYNN
Was that really necessary? 

MAC
It was a joke! 

LYNN
It wasn’t funny. 

MAC
Come on! Hey, you know I love 
Shawn. I’d never hurt him. 

They stare at each other. 

INT. PHOENIX AIRPORT - TERMINAL - DAY

SUPER: 1985

Lynn (39) and Kelli (8). Shawn (18) and SALLY (18), his 
girlfriend. Hugs shared. Kelli cries hysterically. 

KELLI
I don’t wanna leave. 

8.



SHAWN
I know. 

Kelli reacts. A strong odor on his breath. 

SHAWN (CONT’D)
You have that tape I gave you? 

(off Kelli’s nod)
Plug that in every time you miss 
me. 

KELLI
Okay. I love you. 

SHAWN
I love you too. 

Lynn hugs Shawn. Reacts to bad breath. 

INT. APARTMENT - DAY

SUPER: New Zealand

Lynn sits at a table. Slowly fills in with a blank 
citizenship application. Soft, muffled crying O.S. 

INT. APARTMENT - KELLI’S ROOM - DAY

Kelli lies in bed. Crying hysterically. A Walkman in her 
ears. The mix-tape plays. 

KNOCKING. Slowly, door opens. Lynn enters. Sits on the bed. 
Touches Kelli’s leg. Kelli sits up. Takes headset off. 

LYNN
Hey. How are you doing? 

KELLI
Why do we have to be here? Why 
can’t we be in Arizona? 

LYNN
I know it’s hard. But we’re only 
gonna be here for a while. 

KELLI
But why? 

LYNN
It’s difficult to explain. 
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KELLI
Please try. 

LYNN
I can’t. 

KELLI
Leave me alone. 

She lies back in bed, puts headset back over her ears. Lynn 
hurting. 

EXT. LYNN’S HOUSE - DAY

SUPER: 1977

Mac and pregnant Lynn walking together through neighborhood. 
Reach their house. Mac stops suddenly. 

A dog squats in the yard. 

Mac approaches unmoving dog. 

MAC
Get outta here! Move! 

No acquiescence. Mac grabs dog by the collar, throws it into 
street. Not hurt, but scared. 

Lynn petrified. Mac sees. 

MAC (CONT’D)
What? What’s wrong? Is it the baby? 

Mac approaches. Lynn backs away. 

LYNN
I think we should take a break from 
intimacy for now. 

MAC
What do you mean? 

LYNN
I just do. 

MAC
But you’re my wife! 

LYNN
Your anger throws me! I’m sorry, 
but I don’t know what else you can 
do. 
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MAC
(beat)

I’m not gonna hurt you. 

They stand still. Not budging. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NIGHT

SUPER: June 17, 1977

Lynn and Mac asleep in bed. Lying back to back. Lynn sits up, 
awake. 40 weeks pregnant. Water breaks. 

LYNN
Mac! 

Mac wakes up, puts on glasses. 

MAC
Huh? What is it? 

LYNN
Honey, it’s time to go to the 
hospital now! 

MAC
(looks at clock)

But it’s only 3 am. 

LYNN
I know. But right now is the time 
to go. 

INT. HOSPITAL - DELIVERY ROOM - DAY

Lynn lying on bed. Feet tied to stirrups. 

DR. BONNET at her side. 

BONNET
Try to relax. Pant before each 
push. 

Lynn does what she’s told. 

BONNET (CONT’D)
Excellent! Now again. Great! Keep 
pushing. Perfect! 

She likes the sound of that word: “Perfect.” Gives a smile. 
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BONNET (CONT’D)
Now, stop pushing and relax for a 
minute. 

She does so. 

BONNET (CONT’D)
Good, good. You’re doing fine. 
Okay, push again one last time. 

She complies. 

BONNET (CONT’D)
Keep pushing. Keep pushing. You’re 
doing great. 

Pain and pressure subside. CRYING NEWBORN O.S. 

LYNN
Doctor, is everything alright with 
him? Or, is it a him? Tell me, 
Doctor. Tell me. 

BONNET
Will you settle for a girl this 
time? 

LYNN
Will I settle for a girl? You bet I 
will. Please, let me see her. 

Bonnet lifts up newborn girl. Umbilical cord trails. Bonnet 
cuts cord. Hands baby to nurse. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
Oh, thank you, Doctor. She’s so 
beautiful. 

BONNET
Don’t thank me, Lynn. I didn’t do 
anything. You’re the one who had 
this beautiful girl, not me. 

Nurse puts baby in incubator. Doctors fix up Lynn’s body. Her 
eyes on incubator. 

Baby looks at Lynn. A beautiful one. NURSE approaches Lynn. 

NURSE
What’s her name? 

LYNN
Kelli McCage. With an “I.” 
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NURSE
(writing on clipboard)

Kelli with an “I.”
(smile at Lynn)

McCage. 

Nurse puts ID bracelet around Kelli’s tiny wrist. 

INT. HOSPITAL - RECOVERY AREA - DAY

Mac sits in chair. Fidgeting. Hallway door OPENS O.S. He 
looks. Alert. Stands up. 

Lynn in wheelchair. Pushed to Mac by NURSE. Kelli in arms. 

MAC
Hey. 

LYNN
Hi. 

MAC
How are you? 

LYNN
I’m fine. 

MAC
What did you call him? Is it a him? 

LYNN
Her name is Kelli. 

MAC
“Her?” 

Lynn holds up Kelli. Mac takes her. Doesn’t support head. 

LYNN
Keep the head supported. 

Mac does so. Father and daughter stare at each other. 

INT. HOSPITAL - ROOM - DAY

Lynn changes Kelli. Picks her up. Sniffs top of her head. New 
baby smell. Intoxicating. She softly brushes Kelli’s hair. 
Can’t stop. Looks up. 

Mac, Pat, Shawn, and Francis enter. In Francis’ hand, a tiny 
yellow dress. 
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LYNN
(smiling)

How are my boys? 

PAT
We’re doing great, Mom. How are 
you? 

LYNN
I’m fine. We both are. You wanna 
hold her? 

SHAWN
Yeah. 

Lynn hands Kelli to Shawn. Immediately, he holds out hands. 
Kelli lands softly in them. 

LYNN
Keep the head supported. 

Shawn does so. Both he and Pat stare at Kelli. Welcome her 
into their hearts. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
Still want that brother? 

The boys laugh. Lynn and Mac stare at each other. 

INT. MAC’S APARTMENT - DAY

Kelli as a toddler. Screams. Cockroaches on floor. Mac 
enters. No glasses. A moustache. Picks her up. Holds her. 

INT. APARTMENT - LYNN’S ROOM - NIGHT

BACK IN 1985

Lynn asleep. Kelli enters. Crawls in bed. Thinking. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

BACK IN 1977

Santa Fe style. A black, wrought-iron knick-knack shelf in 
one corner. Mirrored tiles on one wall. Simple. No clutter. 
Fresh vacuum tracks on carpet. 

Lynn and Mac enter. Kelli in Lynn’s arms. 

Pat and Shawn enter. Their faces light up instantly. 
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PAT
Hey! 

LYNN
The house looks good. 

PAT
Thanks. 

Lynn walks to red, velour couch, places Kelli down. Pat and 
Shawn look at her. 

Mac sits down next to Kelli, almost bumping into her. 

Lynn tenses up. 

Mac looks down at Kelli. Sighs deeply. Lays head back. 

Lynn picks up Kelli. 

LYNN
I’m gonna change her. Then I’ll 
take some pictures of you two 
holding her. 

PAT
Okay. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - KELLI’S ROOM - DAY

Pink decoration. Stuffed animals in crib. Clothes and 
supplies on dressing table. A pink dress. 

Lynn and Kelli enter. Lynn stands before the dress. 

LYNN
Hey, look at this, Kelli. It’s from 
your grandma. I think she knew you 
were going to be a girl. 

SOFT STEPS O.S. Lynn turns around. Mac in doorway. 

MAC
Hey. 

LYNN
Hey. 

Mac approaches. Smiles at Kelli. Turns attention to Lynn. 

MAC
How are you feeling? 
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LYNN
Tired. You? 

MAC
Feeling the same way. 

(beat)
The boys did a real good job with 
the house, didn’t they? 

LYNN
Yeah, they did. 

MAC
Maybe you should have more babies, 
huh? 

LYNN
I’m not even thinking about that 
right now. 

MAC
Right. 

Pause. Something’s brewing. 

LYNN
What’s on your mind? 

MAC
I was thinking... since Kelli’s 
here... Maybe we could, you know, 
try again? 

LYNN
Oh, Mac, I wish it was that easy. 

MAC
Why isn’t it? Don’t you love me 
anymore? 

LYNN
I do. 

MAC
So, why can’t we make this work? 

LYNN
I don’t love you deeply enough... 
I’m not in love with you. 

MAC
(beat)

You’re “not in love” with me. 
Great. 

(MORE)
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You wanna tell me how long you’ve 
felt this way? When we met? When we 
got married? When you got pregnant? 

LYNN
Please, Mac, I don’t wanna fight. 

MAC
What about me? What about how I 
feel? Huh? Does what I feel not 
matter anymore to you? 

LYNN
I never said you. 

MAC
So what? That’s why you don’t let 
me kiss you? I mean, I can’t do 
this platonic bullshit anymore. 

LYNN
Mac, language! 

MAC
They’re in the other room. They 
can’t hear us. 

(beat)
You’re right. We shouldn’t argue. 
Maybe you’ll change your mind 
tomorrow. 

Mac exits. Lynn wipes a tear away. Sits down in rocking 
chair. Looks down at Kelli. 

LYNN
Your father’s a good man. You’ll 
see. It’s just that we’re not right 
for each other. 

INT. PHOENIX AIRPORT - ARRIVAL GATE - DAY

SUPER: June 17, 1984

Lynn and Kelli (9) step off arrival gate. Look ahead. 

Shawn (19). In his hands: an 11-day-old baby. 

Lynn and Kelli shocked. Approach him. 

SHAWN
I told you I had a surprise. Well, 
here she is. Meet Jade. 

MAC (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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(to Kelli)
Happy Birthday, Aunt Kelli! 

KELLI
(smiling)

I missed you so much. 

Jade crying. Shawn softly bounces up and down, shushing her. 

KELLI (CONT’D)
Is she okay? 

SHAWN
She’ll be fine. 

KELLI
Where’s her mom? 

SHAWN
Just, please, let me calm my 
daughter down. 

Kelli pauses. This is unusual. Stares at Shawn and Jade. 

LYNN
Why don’t we head home? I think 
we’re all tired. 

SHAWN
Do you mind if we stay with you 
guys for a while? At least until we 
find our own place? 

LYNN
(beat)

Okay. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY

BACK IN 1977. 

Mac cleaning toilet. Water splashes his glasses. He brings 
brush above his head... DOWN AGAINST EDGE OF TUB! CRACK!!! 
Splits in two! 

Lynn enters. 

LYNN
What happened? 

MAC
Damn toilet water got in my eyes! 

SHAWN (CONT'D)
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LYNN
Why don’t you take a break from the 
bathroom? 

MAC
Why don’t you leave me the hell 
alone?! 

Lynn says no more. Walks away. Mac sits, stewing. 

EXT. LYNN’S HOUSE - DAY

Lynn waters grass. Mac exits house, approaches her. Grabs her 
waist. Kisses her cheek. She moves away. 

MAC
C’mon, let me kiss you. 

LYNN
No. 

MAC
Come on now... 

LYNN
No! 

MAC
What the hell kind of wife are you? 
You won’t kiss me, you don’t sleep 
in the same bed with me anymore. 
Why the hell did you marry me in 
the first place? 

LYNN
I -- 

He picks up a baseball. CHUCKS IT AT WINDOW! CRASH!!! 

LYNN (CONT’D)
This isn’t gonna work. You need to 
move out. 

MAC
Forget it! I’m not leaving. 

LYNN
Mac, we’re not getting any better! 
We’re not getting any closer! All 
we do is argue! It’s tough on me, 
and it’s tough on the boys! 

KELLI CRYING O.S. 
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LYNN (CONT’D)
I need to check on Kelli. 

She hurries into house. Mac looks at entire neighborhood 
staring at him. 

MAC
What are you all staring at? The 
show’s over. 

Mac enters house. Looks at shattered glass on carpet. Sighs. 
Walks further into house. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - KELLI’S ROOM - DAY

Lynn holding distressed three-month-old Kelli, trying to calm 
her down. Turns around. Mac stands in doorway. 

Lynn tenses up. Mac approaches slowly. Lynn backs away. 

MAC
I’m sorry. I didn’t mean to... If 
you need your space, I’ll give it 
to you. 

LYNN
I’m sorry, Mac. I really am. 

MAC
It’s for the best, right? 

LYNN
Yeah. 

Mac puts his hand on Kelli’s back. 

MAC
I’ll still get to see her, right? 

LYNN
Of course! We’ll work out 
visitation for you. 

MAC
Right. “Visitation.” 

(beat)
Promise me this. I do this, you 
consider changing your mind? 

LYNN
I’ll think about it. 
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MAC
I love you, Lynn. 

LYNN
I love you too, Mac. I always have. 
I always will. 

Mac exits. Lynn looks down at Kelli in her arms. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

SUPER: 1985

Different house. With exception of flashbacks, Kelli and Lynn 
occupy this house from this year onward. 

Shawn sits on couch. Tired. Possibly drunk. Kelli approaches. 

KELLI
Shawn? 

SHAWN
Yeah? 

KELLI
Would you like to go to the park 
today? 

SHAWN
I can’t. Jade’s taking a nap. 

KELLI
She can come too. We can wait for 
her to wake up. 

SHAWN
No. She needs to be indoors. Go 
find another playmate. 

KELLI
Shawn, why are you talking to me 
like this? Ever since we came back, 
you -- 

SHAWN
Oh, just leave me alone, will you? 

Kelli returns to her room. Lynn enters, stands over Shawn. 

LYNN
That wasn’t a kind thing to say. 
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SHAWN
I’m sorry, mother dear. 

LYNN
Don’t apologize to me. Apologize to 
Kelli. 

(looks closer at him)
Have you been drinking? 

SHAWN
Is that any of your business? 

LYNN
It is as long as you’re living 
here. I will not have you bring 
drugs or alcohol into my house. 
Especially if you have a child to 
look after. Besides, you are not 21 
years old. 

Shawn bolts up. 

SHAWN
I don’t give a damn what some 
crinkly old fucker in a three-piece 
suit says on TV. I’m allowed to 
have drinks. Just like you’re 
allowed to trade out men. 

LYNN
That’s not fair, Shawn. 

SHAWN
“Fair?” You cut Pat out of your 
life without batting an eyelash. 
You abandon me here. You play 
favorites with all three of us. And 
now you’re trying to patch it all 
up by, what, attending church more 
frequently and then expecting us to 
forget it all? “Fair?” You don’t 
know the meaning of that word. 

LYNN
I want you to leave. I can’t have 
you act like that. I just can’t. 

SHAWN
Why? What are you afraid of? Seeing 
your own handiwork? 

LYNN
(tearing up)

Get out of my house! 

22.



Shawn walks deeper into house. Lynn barely hear ingShawn pack 
his things O.S. He returns with suitcase and Jade, stops to 
stare at Lynn, exits the house. 

Kelli returns. Looks at Lynn. 

KELLI
Mom? Is everything alright? Where 
did Shawn and Jade go? 

Lynn holds Kelli, shedding tears. Kelli returns gesture. 

INT. MOBILE HOME - DAY

BACK IN 1977

Mac sitting on sofa. The house is full of Mac’s belongings. 

TV SCREEN: the news. 

O.S. KNOCK ON DOOR. Mac stands up. Answers: DUSTIN. A little 
older than Mac. Kind, but tired eyes. 

DUSTIN
Hey, neighbor, can I come in? 

Mac steps back. Dustin enters. Looks around. 

DUSTIN (CONT’D)
How’s the place treating you? 

MAC
Not too bad. Wish the rent wasn’t 
so damn expensive. 

DUSTIN
Boy, don’t I know it! 

He looks at a PHOTO of Pat, Shawn, and Kelli. 

DUSTIN (CONT’D)
These your kids? 

MAC
Just the baby. The boys are my 
wife’s. 

DUSTIN
You divorced? 

MAC
No, just... living in a different 
place is all. 
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DUSTIN
What was her name? 

MAC
Who, my wife’s. 

DUSTIN
No, I mean... the girl you screwed 
around with? 

MAC
(aghast)

What the hell are you getting at?! 
There was no girl! I would never do 
that to my wife! Ever! 

DUSTIN
Alright, alright, there’s no need 
to get defensive. 

MAC
There’s a hell of a need to get 
defensive! You accused me of having 
an affair behind my wife’s back! I 
love her! 

(beat)
But... I don’t think she loves me. 
I don’t know if she ever did. 

He sits down on couch. Dustin follows. 

DUSTIN
Sorry, I shouldn’t have thought... 
I cheated on my ex-wife. That’s why 
I’m here. She caught me in bed with 
her friend. It was mine and my 
wife’s. She kicked me out. 

MAC
Any kids? 

DUSTIN
A daughter. 

MAC
How old? 

DUSTIN
Thirteen. Some example I turned out 
to be. 

MAC
What do you mean? 
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DUSTIN
I mean, every father should show 
their kids what a man’s supposed to 
be. Whether it’s boys needing a 
role model or girls approaching an 
age when they discover boys. But 
no. I had to hurt them. 

MAC
Lynn and I were constantly 
fighting. I don’t know what started 
it all. She won’t tell me. But I 
almost hurt her. That’s why I’m 
here. 

DUSTIN
How often do you see your daughter? 

MAC
I just moved here. I don’t know 
what visitation will be like. 

DUSTIN
Don’t do anything rash. You’ll only 
make it worse for yourself. I gotta 
go. Got a shift tonight. But I’ll 
come by to check on you. If you 
need a friend. 

MAC
Sure. Why not? 

DUSTIN
Take care. 

He exits. Mac stares at picture of kids. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

SUPER: 1988

Kelli enters. Lynn reads. 

KELLI
Mom? Can I ask you something? 

LYNN
Sure. What do you want to ask? 

KELLI
Mom... am I adopted? 
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LYNN
(beat)

Excuse me? 

KELLI
I keep having dreams about a man. I 
don’t think they’re dreams. I have 
this... I don’t know... memory of 
not being around you. And then, 
suddenly, I’m here. I need to know. 

LYNN
Kelli, you are not adopted. 

KELLI
Mom, I know I am. 

LYNN
Kelli, you look like me. How can 
you even think that? 

KELLI
I need to know who my family is. My 
real family. I want to see my birth 
certificate. 

LYNN
I’m not showing you that. 

KELLI
Why not? I have a right to know. 

LYNN
You don’t need to see something you 
already know. 

(pauses briefly)
Okay. You want proof? After school 
on Monday, I’ll show you. 

INT. ARIZONA SENATE - LEO CORBET’S OFFICE - DAY

Lynn and Kelli enter. 

LEO CORBET (51). President of the State Senate. Looks at 
Lynn. Smiles the biggest smile. Hugs Lynn. They’ve been 
friends for years. 

LEO
How are you, Lynn? 

LYNN
I’ve been doing very well. How 
about you? 
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LEO
I wish I could say I can’t 
complain, but with things being the 
way they are, there’s a whole lot 
to complain about. 

LYNN
We’ll get through it. We got 
through worse. 

LEO
Yes, very true. 

(to Kelli)
Look at you. You look more like 
your mother every day. 

KELLI
That’s what I wanted to ask you 
about, Senator. 

LEO
Please, Uncle Leo. 

KELLI
“Uncle Leo...” Am I adopted? 

LEO
Kelli, I’ve known your mother for 
years. Known you since you were a 
baby. You are as much her daughter 
as I am Leo Corbet. 

KELLI
So, who’s my father? I keep seeing 
a man in a moustache. He’s not 
Anthony-Daddy. Who is he? 

LEO
It’s up to your mother to tell you. 

KELLI
Great. 

LYNN
So, are you convinced now that 
you’re not adopted. 

KELLI
Yes. 

LYNN
Thank you so much, Leo, for seeing 
us. 
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LEO
Absolutely. Please keep in touch. 

LYNN
God bless. 

LEO
Thank you. You as well. Goodbye, 
Kelli. 

KELLI
Goodbye. 

They exit building. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

BACK IN 1977

Lynn watching TV. 

TV SCREEN: a special on the Anne Murrow Lindberg case. 

PHONE RINGS. Lynn answers. 

LYNN
Hello? 

INTERCUT WITH: 

INT. MOBILE HOME - DAY

Mac on phone. 

MAC
It’s me. 

LYNN
Oh, hi, Mac. 

MAC
Good morning, Lynn. How are you 
doing? 

LYNN
We’re all doing fine. Just fine. 
You know... you’ve been calling 
here almost every day since you 
left. 

(MORE)
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I have your number right here by 
the phone in case I need to call 
you about Kelli or about anything 
else. But... I don’t want to argue 
anymore. 

MAC
Good. I’m still waiting for you to 
come to your senses. 

LYNN
Mac, please try to understand. 
Fighting all the time isn’t doing 
any of us any good. This isn’t 
going to be easy on any of us, but 
I want some real time apart. I want 
a legal separation. 

MAC
I can’t accept that. I want to be 
there with you, the boys, and 
Kelli. I want to be there to watch 
Kelli grow up. 

LYNN
But you will be able to watch her 
grow up. You can come over every 
weekend and spend the day with 
Kelli. And if we can’t resolve 
things, when she’s older, you can 
take her with you for the day, and 
even have her spend the night with 
you once in a while. 

MAC
That’s not the same as being there, 
is it? I want to be able to see the 
growing up changes in her every 
day. 

LYNN
I know you want to see her growing 
up days and years, but that isn’t 
any reason for us to continue the 
way we are. There’s nothing we can 
do. It’s not my intention to hurt 
you. Given enough time, we’ll both 
have the chance to work on this, 
and if things don’t work out, we 
can both find someone else. Maybe 
this way we can both find happiness 
because we sure haven’t been 
finding it together for some time. 

LYNN (CONT'D)
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MAC
I don’t want someone else. I want 
the little family I have now. 

KELLI CRYING O.S. 

LYNN
I have to hang up. I hear Kelli 
crying. We’ll talk again. 

MAC
Alright. I’ll talk to you a little 
later. Give Kelli a kiss from 
Daddy. 

LYNN
I will. You take care of yourself, 
and think about things, Mac. 

MAC
What the hell do you think I’ve 
been doing? 

LYNN
Goodbye, Mac. 

She hangs up. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - KELLI’S ROOM - DAY

Lynn enters. Picks up Kelli. Gives her a bottle. 

MAC (V.O.)
That’s not the same as being there, 
is it? 

LYNN
No, it won’t be the same as being 
here. But you’ll get to see him. 
Just like how Pat and Shawn get to 
see their daddy. Only yours will be 
a lot closer. 

She gives her Mac’s kiss. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

SUPER: October, 1977

Lynn watching TV. A loud CRASH O.S. She bolts to attention. 
Hurries out of house. 
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EXT. NEIGHBORHOOD - NIGHT

A car newly crashed into a utility pole. NEIGHBORS help. 

Lynn hurries back into house, returns with a blanket. 

Anthony, wearing a uniform and badge, helps Lynn with 
inebriated driver. 

LYNN
Thanks. 

ANTHONY
You bet. I’m Anthony. 

LYNN
I’m Lynn. 

ANTHONY
Pleased to meet you. 

LYNN
I’ve never seen you before. Where 
do you live? 

ANTHONY
Two blocks away. What about you? 

LYNN
Two houses down the street. 

Driver laid on blanket. AMBULANCE arrives. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
How did you hear about this? 

ANTHONY
Police scanners. I’m a security 
guard with my brother. 

LYNN
Impressive! I have to get back 
home. I have three children. One of 
them is only a few months old. 

ANTHONY
Hey, I wanna talk to you some more. 
Did you wanna meet somewhere 
tomorrow? 

LYNN
Why don’t you come to my place? 
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INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Lynn and Anthony sitting on couch. 

LYNN
Do you have any kids? 

ANTHONY
Yeah, two. They live out in 
California with their mom. 

LYNN
My two sons’ father lives out in 
California. 

ANTHONY
Do they get to see him a lot? 

LYNN
On their birthdays, at Christmas 
time, and other holidays usually; 
at Christmas Eve is when they’re at 
his parents house. Their father’s, 
I mean. Their aunt and uncle are 
there, too. 

ANTHONY
That’s good. 

LYNN
Yeah. It’s been good for both of 
us, and for the boys. Do you get to 
see your children a lot? 

ANTHONY
Not as much as I’d like. We got 
divorced really young. And with the 
job and me being here... 

KELLI CRYING O.S. 

LYNN
Excuse me. 

ANTHONY
Sure. 

Lynn enters Kelli’s room O.S. Anthony waits. Smiling. 
Remembers that sound. Lynn returns with Kelli. 

ANTHONY (CONT’D)
What’s her name? 
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LYNN
Kelli. 

ANTHONY
Where’s her father? 

LYNN
We recently separated. It didn’t 
work out. 

ANTHONY
I’m sorry. 

He moves closer. Touches Kelli’s back. Kelli looks at him. 

LYNN
Kelli, this is Anthony. 

ANTHONY
Hey, little one. 

Kelli and Anthony hold hands. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

LOUD KNOCKING. Lynn slowly approaches the door. 

LYNN
Who’s there? 

MAC (O.S.)
It’s me. 

LYNN
Why are you here? What do you want? 

MAC (O.S.)
I want in. 

LYNN
I’m not gonna open the door. 

MAC (O.S.)
This is my house, too! 

He BEATS the door. 

LYNN
You’re going to wake the children. 

MAC (O.S.)
I wanna see Kelli! 
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LYNN
It’s the middle of the night. It’s 
too late for you to visit her. 

MAC (V.O.)
I can see my daughter wherever and 
whenever I want to! Not you or 
anybody else is gonna keep me from 
her! 

LYNN
Mac, if you don’t leave, I’m going 
to call the police! 

MAC (O.S.)
Let me see my daughter! 

He POUNDS ON DOOR! Lynn runs to phone, dials 911. 

OPERATOR (V.O.)
Hello, 911, what’s your emergency? 

LYNN
(tears streaming down)

Hello? My husband is trying to 
break into the house. I think he 
might hurt the children. 

OPERATOR (V.O.)
I’ll notify the police right away. 

LYNN
Thank you. 

She states address, hangs up phone. Runs back into bedroom. 
Returns with a pistol. POUNDING continues. Tears fall. 

Lynn closes her eyes tightly... POUNDING STOPS. A KNOCK. 

OFFICER (O.S.)
Police. 

Lynn slowly opens eyes. Pat opens door. An OFFICER takes gun 
out of Lynn’s shaking hand. Unloads it. Hands it back. 

LYNN
Please make him leave us alone. 

ANOTHER OFFICER approaches them. 

SECOND OFFICER
Your husband told me he’d just come 
to see his daughter. 

(MORE)
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I sent him back home, told him he’d 
have to come back some other time. 

FIRST OFFICER
If he does come back, let us know. 

LYNN
Okay. 

FIRST OFFICER
Have a good night. 

LYNN
Thank you, officer. 

They leave. Lynn turns to Pat. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
Are you okay? 

PAT
Yeah? 

LYNN
Is Shawn awake? 

PAT
Yeah, but he’s in Kelli’s room. 

LYNN
Good. 

PAT
Mom, what did Mac want? 

LYNN
Don’t worry about that. Go back to 
bed. I love you. 

Pat heads to bed. Lynn enters kitchen, pours a glass of wine. 
Sits in living room. Night light glows. 

INT. MAC’S APARTMENT - DAY

Kelli as a toddler playing with Mac and WOMAN with dark hair 
and glasses. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - KELLI’S ROOM - NIGHT

SUPER: 1990

Kelli wakes up. RAISED VOICES O.S. Kelli exits

SECOND OFFICER (CONT'D)

35.



INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Kelli stands in second storey hallway. 

Lynn (45). Pat (25), dressed like a biker. 

LYNN
What are you thinking getting 
involved in all of... this? 

PAT
Since when do you care? 

LYNN
You’re my son! 

PAT
Didn’t stop you from ignoring me in 
the past. You always focused on 
Shawn and Kelli. Especially Kelli. 

LYNN
Pat, you know why that was. You 
know why. 

PAT
No, I mean before that. She was 
your favorite, and you know she 
was. You never wanted boys. You 
just put up with us. Then after 
Kelli was born, that was it. You 
found your golden child. Fuck me 
and Shawn. Everything revolved 
around Kelli. And still does. 

LYNN
Pat, that’s not true. 

PAT
Keep telling yourself that, Mom. 
Maybe you’ll believe it one day. 

LYNN
You need to go. I can’t watch you 
go down this road. 

PAT
Good idea, Mom. That’s your answer 
for everything, isn’t it? Run away 
or shove it away. That’s what 
you’ve always done. 

Pat heads for door. Stops. Turns around. 
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PAT (CONT’D)
You know, if you didn’t want us, 
why didn’t you just let us live 
with Dad? Then all you would’ve had 
to worry about was Kelli. 

(off her silence)
Just like I thought. 

Pat exits. FAINT ROAR of MOTORCYCLES RISES, grows smaller. 
Lynn cries. 

Kelli walks downstairs. Approaches Lynn. Takes her in her 
arms. Lynn returns the embrace. 

INT. LAWYER’S OFFICE - DAY

BACK IN 1977

Lynn sits before desk of LAWYER. 

LAWYER
There’s nothing more that can be 
done. 

LYNN
What about a restraining order? 

LAWYER
You need a reason to that. 

LYNN
He tried to break into my house in 
the middle of the night last night! 
Is that reason enough for you? 

LAWYER
How often has that happened? 

LYNN
Just this one time. 

LAWYER
The only thing I can suggest is 
getting a divorce. 

LYNN
I can’t get a legal separation from 
him! Let alone a divorce. 

LAWYER
If he keeps doing it, a restraining 
order night be in the future. 
That’s the best I can offer. 
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LYNN
Thank you. 

INT. MOBILE HOME - DAY

Mac and Dustin at refrigerator. Ales in hand. 

DUSTIN
You came home late last night. What 
happened? 

MAC
I went to the house. 

DUSTIN
Excuse me? 

MAC
I wanted to see Kelli. 

DUSTIN
In the middle of the night? 

MAC
She’s my daughter. I can see her 
whenever and wherever I want. 

DUSTIN
Mac, do you remember when I told 
you about not doing anything rash? 

MAC
What would you do? What if that was 
your daughter? 

DUSTIN
You know I’d do anything to see my 
daughter. You know that. But not at 
the risk of breaking the law. 

MAC
I don’t know what else to do! I 
never get to see them anymore, and 
now she’s got another man! 

DUSTIN
I know it isn’t easy. But you can’t 
choose who she falls in love with. 

MAC
So, it’s okay for her to bring 
another man in her life? I mean, 
what if it happened to you? 
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DUSTIN
Okay. You want me to agree with 
you? Fine. I agree. But ask 
yourself this: is this the first 
time this has happened? 

MAC
What do you mean? 

DUSTIN
I mean, when she first got 
divorced, how long was it before 
you two got together? 

MAC
I don’t know. Pretty quick. You 
saying she jumps from man to man? 

DUSTIN
I’m saying try to see this from her 
point of view. Before you try to 
make her see yours. And, please 
promise me: you won’t do anything 
else irrational. 

MAC
Like what? 

DUSTIN
Just... think before you act. I 
gotta go. My daughter’s recital is 
today. Talk to you later 

MAC
Sure. 

Dustin exits. Mac sits down on couch. Grabs book from coffee 
table. Reads. It’s about Arizona law. 

MONTAGE

A) Visitation rights granted

B) Mac picks Kelli up at Francis’ apartment

C) MR. BURDICK, Mac’s lawyer, uses slow-down tactics

D) Mac gives Kelli a bottle; she has a dirty diaper

E) Mac checks Kelli’s diaper; she needs a bottle

F) Kelli has gas, Mac doesn’t relieve her

G) Kelli cries; Mac gets increasingly angry
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H) Lynn on phone, horrified

I) Mac returns with Kelli, stares at Anthony

J) Lynn teaches Mac how to take care of Kelli

K) Deliberation: Sunday visitation from 12 to 5

L) Mac with Kelli at his place

M) Kelli, wearing a multicolored bikini, photographed

N) Lynn tearing up, combing Kelli’s hair

O) Kelli has gas, smiles

P) Kelli’s head wobbles when she holds it up

Q) Kelli sticks out her bottom lip when crying

R) Kelli and Lynn sleep together

S) At five months, Kelli plays with her brothers

T) McCages and Anthony at the flea-market

U) McCages and Anthony at the zoo

V) Kelli warm and friendly with visitors

W) McCages and Anthony at park

X) McCages and Anthony decorate Christmas tree

Y) Anthony’s gift: a promise ring

Z) A lonely Christmas at Mac’s

JUDGE (V.O.)
Mr. McCage will have visitation for 
two months every Sunday from twelve 
o’clock to five o’clock in the 
afternoon at Mrs. McCage’s mother’s 
apartment. During which time, Mrs. 
McCage, you will teach Mr. McCage 
to take care of Kelli. At the end 
of the two-month period, Mr. McCage 
-- if all goes well -- can pick up 
Kelli and take her with him during 
these revised visitation hours. 

(MORE)
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But, you must always inform Mrs. 
McCage when you are taking her, and 
provide her with an address and 
telephone number of where you 
currently reside. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - KELLI’S ROOM - DAY

BACK IN 1990

Kelli and some of her GIRLFRIENDS. 

KELLI
I’m telling you, it was so strange. 
There he was, and there was this 
other woman with him. She looks 
nothing like Mom. 

GIRLFRIEND 1
Do you know either of them? 

KELLI
Not really. But I’m certain that 
the man is my father. But I’ve 
never met him before. All I know is 
Anthony-Daddy. 

GIRLFRIEND 2
“Anthony-Daddy?” Who calls someone 
that? 

KELLI
That’s how I’ve always called him. 
Or, used to, at least. 

GIRLFRIEND 2
Where is he now? 

KELLI
He moved away. I guess he stopped 
loving my mom, or something. 

GIRLFRIEND 1
I think your mom’s hiding 
something. You should find out. 

KELLI
She won’t say anything. Not without 
tearing up. I don’t like seeing her 
like that. 

JUDGE (V.O.) (CONT'D)
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GIRLFRIEND 1
There’s a way you can find out 
without asking. 

KELLI
How? 

EXT. LYNN'S HOUSE - BACKYARD - DAY

SUPER: June 17, 1978

Balloons, a Flintstones tablecloth, cups, napkins, chocolate 
cake, plenty of ice-cream and Kool-Aid. 

Most GUESTS wear diapers and little else. 

Kelli, the birthday girl, walks to Lynn. Talks a dozen words 
or so. It’s really cute. 

ADULTS sing “Happy Birthday.” Kelli loves it. 

Pat and Shawn help her open presents. 

Cake served. Kelli grabs hers right off of plate. 

Lynn grabs camera. Points it at Kelli. 

LYNN
Kelli, make the “parrot-face.” 

Kelli puckers her lips inward, opens mouth. Everyone laughs. 

INT. MOBILE HOME - DAY

Mac and Dustin sit on couch. 

DUSTIN
How’s everything going? 

MAC
Fine. Still trying to wrap my head 
around the fact that Kelli’s a year 
old now. 

DUSTIN
I remember when my daughter turned 
a year old. Every year, it gets 
harder to believe. 

MAC
That’s part of why I asked you to 
come here. 
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DUSTIN
What do you mean? 

MAC
I’m moving. 

DUSTIN
Where? 

MAC
I can’t tell you that. 

DUSTIN
Why not? 

MAC
I just can’t. 

DUSTIN
Mac, are you in trouble? 

MAC
No, I just need to get away from 
here. 

DUSTIN
What about Kelli? 

MAC
That’s what I wanted to talk to you 
about. 

DUSTIN
I don’t... 

(realizes)
Oh, no. You can’t be serious. 

MAC
I am. 

DUSTIN
Mac, at first I thought you were a 
brokenhearted man, but... you’re 
insane! 

MAC
What should I do? I’m losing touch 
with her. I want to see Kelli grow 
up. Are you gonna help me or not? 

DUSTIN
No way. Absolutely not. Find 
someone else to help you. I’m out. 
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Dustin heads for door. Mac stands up. 

MAC
What I’m wanting to do? It’s not 
illegal. Not here. 

DUSTIN
How do you know? 

MAC
I’ve been reading up on it. There’s 
no statute says I can’t do it. You 
won’t be in any danger with the 
law. Neither of us will. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - DAY

SUPER: September 3, 1978

Dustin’s car pulls into driveway. Mac and Dustin exit. Walk 
up the door. Mac knocks. Pat answers. Sees Dustin. 

PAT
Who’s this? 

MAC
This is Dustin. He’s a friend of 
mine. 

PAT
Why is he here? 

MAC
My car’s being worked on, so Dustin 
here’s giving me a lift. 

Weird. Pat gives him Kelli and bag of items. 

Dustin, Mac, and Kelli enter car. Drive off. 

EXT. MOBILE HOME - DAY

Mac puts the rest of his things into his car. Picks up Kelli. 
Walks up to Dustin. 

MAC
Thank you for doing this. 

DUSTIN
Do me a favor. 
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MAC
Sure. 

DUSTIN
Don’t call me. Don’t write to me. I 
never want to see or hear from you 
again. 

Mac puts Kelli into car. Enters. Starts car. Drives away. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

The clock reads 5 pm. 

Lynn dials a number. Holds phone to ear. 

DUSTIN (V.O.)
Hello? 

LYNN
(that’s not Mac!)

Hi, may I please speak with Mac? 
This is his wife. 

DUSTIN (V.O.)
Mac doesn’t live here anymore. I 
saw him this morning with his 
daughter. He was packing up the 
last of his belongings into his 
car. 

LYNN
(frozen, almost hypnotized)

But I talked to him on this number 
earlier today! 

DUSTIN (V.O.)
I’m sorry. 

He hangs up. Hysteria takes over rational thought. Anthony 
takes Lynn into his arms. 

INT. POLICE STATION - SECOND FLOOR - NIGHT

Lynn and Anthony sit before DETECTIVE at his desk: a stern-
looking young man. Before him, a blank report. 

DETECTIVE
What is your marital status to Mr. 
McCage? 
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LYNN
We’re separated. 

DETECTIVE
What’s Kelli’s custodial 
arrangement? 

LYNN
She lives with me, but every Sunday 
Mac has her from noon to five. I’ve 
been trying to obtain legal 
separation from Mac for some time, 
but he’s used every legal tactic he 
could think of to stall and delay 
while hoping I would change my 
mind. He refused to agree to any of 
the visitation terms. 

DETECTIVE
As much as we’d like to help, 
unfortunately, according to law, 
Mr. McCage is not committing any 
crime by taking his own child. 

LYNN
What?! 

DETECTIVE
Parents cannot be charged with 
kidnapping their own children. He 
can only be charged with contempt 
in court. And with only temporary 
custody being granted, and with you 
still being married to him, I’m 
afraid we can’t do much from this 
point on. 

LYNN
But isn’t there a loophole or 
something? 

DETECTIVE
We’d like to help, but we don’t 
make the laws. We just enforce 
them. 

(beat)
We’ve had many cases like yours for 
which we can do little to nothing, 
especially since the newly revised 
statute to the Custodial 
Interference law is not due to pass 
until a month from now, on October 
first. 

(MORE)
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After that, things like this will 
be a felony, and we can call the 
FBI if he crosses state lines. 

LYNN
(crying)

But she’s only a baby. She’s only a 
year old. 

DETECTIVE
We’re truly sorry we can’t be of 
any real help to you until the law 
pushes, but please don’t give up 
hope of getting her back. 

LYNN
I want to file a report anyway. 

DETECTIVE
(grabbing a pen)

Let’s start at the very beginning. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Car pulls the driveway. Lynn and Anthony exit. 

Pat and Shawn, waiting behind front door. Fearful faces. 

Lynn looks at them. Bursts into tears. 

INT. MAC’S CAR - NIGHT

Mac drives. Kelli sleeps. They enter New Mexico. 

INT. LYNN’S ROOM - DAY

BACK IN 1990

Kelli enters quietly. Looks around. Find nothing. 

She crouches down, looks under bed. Sees shape. Reaches. 
Pulls out a photo album. Opens it. Family photos. 

Only a few catch her interest: Lynn with a MAN. Not Mac or 
Anthony. But he’s with a younger Pat and Shawn. 

She finds it: a wedding photo of Lynn and Mac. He has glasses 
and no moustache. Another of Mac lying on couch holding baby. 

LYNN (O.S.)
Kelli? 

DETECTIVE (CONT'D)

47.



Kelli looks up. Sees Lynn. She doesn’t look thrilled. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
What are you doing in my room? 

Kelli stands up. Holds out album. Points to Mac. 

KELLI
Who’s this? 

(points to other man)
And who is he? 

(points back to Mac)
Why does this man keep appearing in 
my dreams all the time? You’d 
better give me some answers now 
because I’m tired of being lied to. 
I know for a fact that Anthony-
Daddy isn’t my father. So, who is 
my father? 

LYNN
That man in the photo here? 

(points to other man)
This is Pat and Shawn’s father. 

KELLI
I don’t have the same dad as they 
do?! 

LYNN
No. 

KELLI
Where is he? Where’s my dad? 

LYNN
You’re not ready to know. 

KELLI
Don’t do that, Mom! Don’t hide me 
from the truth! I’m 13 years old! 

LYNN
You’re not ready. This 
conversation’s over. Give me the 
photo album. 

Kelli throws photo album down. Storms out. Lynn picks up 
album. Holds it to her chest. Cries. 

MONTAGE (BACK IN 1978)

A) Lynn takes tranquilizers with gin
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B) Lynn crying in bed

C) Lynn stares at food, eyes nearly swollen shut

D) Lynn writes notes

E) Lynn reviews mobile home status

F) Lynn talks to various PEOPLE

G) Lynn takes down phone numbers, addresses

H) Birth certificate and custodial agreement placed in purse

INT. GEORGE STERLING’S OFFICE - DAY

Lynn enters. 

GEORGE STERLING JR. (31) at desk. Stands up, smiling. 

GEORGE
Hello, Mrs. McCage. 

Lynn and George shake hands. 

GEORGE (CONT’D)
Please, have a seat. 

Lynn sits down. 

GEORGE (CONT’D)
What is it you need guidance on? 

LYNN
My daughter was recently taken by 
her father, my husband. I don’t 
know where he’s gone. But I have 
all the information needed to 
hopefully bring her back. 

Goes through purse, retrieves slip of paper. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
This is his Social Security number. 

(pulls out another slip)
This is the renter of his mobile 
home. 

(pulls out another slip)
These are his sisters and where 
they live. 

(pulls out another slip)
These are a couple of his friends 
in California. 

(MORE)
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This is the name of the man who 
drove Mac to my house to get Kelli. 

GEORGE
(looks over everything)

You’ve already completed a great 
deal of work! 

LYNN
But there’s nothing that can be 
done, right? 

GEORGE
I didn’t say that. I’m saying I’m 
impressed. Your problem is really 
quite common. The law is also 
changing in your favor. 

LYNN
(smiles, tears in eyes)

I’ve been told that. But where do 
we go from here? 

GEORGE
First, we need to get you a divorce 
from Mac and establish permanent 
custody of Kelli. You will also 
need all of the back child support 
he missed during the months he 
didn’t contribute to Kelli’s 
support. Are there any previous to 
the kidnapping? 

LYNN
Yes. 

GEORGE
Perfect. 

A lovely sound. Lynn smiles. 

GEORGE (CONT’D)
This will give you more help 
through Parent Locators to start 
looking for Kelli. 

(hands out a card)
Next, I want you to gather up any 
paperwork, invoices, letters or 
anything similar you still have 
when you were together. Write a 
letter to Mac, requesting a “return 
address” from the Post Office. This 
will tell us if he filed a change 
of address. 

LYNN (CONT’D)

(MORE)
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(beat)
Several child stealers on record 
recently have been going to Texas, 
because the state has not yet 
joined the Uniformity Act. 

LYNN
Thank you so much for doing this. 

GEORGE
We’re gonna get your daughter back. 
I promise. 

INT. MAC’S APARTMENT - DAY

SUPER: Houston, Texas

A two-storey apartment. Everything in place. Mac, the tenant, 
sits on couch with JOAN, a woman with dark brown hair and 
glasses. Mac has no glasses. Now sports a moustache. 

JOAN
I’ve been baby-sitting for a long 
time. Since I was a teenager, 
really. I absolutely love kids. 

Kelli waddles to Joan. 

MAC
She seems to like you. 

JOAN
That’s good. Where’s her mother? 

MAC
She’s in the hospital. Auto 
accident. 

JOAN
I’m so sorry. Does Kelli visit her 
a lot? Because I can take her to 
see her if you want. 

MAC
No! She’s... in a coma. We don’t 
know when she’ll wake up. I don’t 
want Kelli to be upset. 

JOAN
(beat)

Okay. 

GEORGE (CONT’D)
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MAC
You’re hired, by the way. 

MONTAGE

A) Lynn talks to George

B) Lynn talks to a STRANGER

C) Lynn hires a PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR

D) Private investigator unzips pants

E) Lynn forces herself to puke in toilet

F) Letter returns; change in address confirmed

G) Lynn holds divorce decree

H) Lynn holds custody papers

INT. RICHARD IRELAND’S STUDIO - DAY

Lynn in line. Feeling out of place. Doesn’t speak to anyone. 

At end of line: RICHARD IRELAND. Famous psychic. 

Each audience member writes their names and reasons on a 
piece of paper. The papers go into a basket. 

Lynn writes. Reads it over. 

PAPER: “Lynn McCage,” “kidnapped daughter.” All written in 
cursive; the “C” in “Cage” looks like an “L.” 

Lynn places paper in basket. Joins rest of audience in seats. 

Richard puts on a blindfold. Draws five papers. Makes 
predictions. (This can be improvised by actor). 

Lynn watches audience react. 

Richard pulls out piece of paper. Holds it up to head above 
blindfolded eye. 

RICHARD
I’m reading one from “Lynn Mc-
Lage.” 

Heart hitting floor, Lynn waits a second. 

LYNN
That’s me. 
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RICHARD
This one is very meaningful. 
“Kidnapped daughter.” I want to 
meet her after the show. 

INT. RICHARD IRELAND’S HOUSE - DAY

Lynn enters. Richard greets her. 

RICHARD
I’m very pleased to have you here. 

LYNN
I don’t have very much money for 
this. 

RICHARD
Don’t worry about that. Please, 
have a seat. 

They sit across from each other at table. 

RICHARD (CONT’D)
You don’t believe I’m a psychic, do 
you? 

LYNN
No, I -- 

RICHARD
It’s alright. You’re not the first, 
and you won’t be the last. 
Skepticism is healthy. But I don’t 
let it deter me. My focus is on 
humanity. 

LYNN
Humanity? 

RICHARD
We are God’s greatest gift. We 
represent the best and the worst. 
But it’s all for a reason. 

LYNN
What’s my ex-husband’s reason? 

RICHARD
Love of his daughter. Longing for 
what was, but can never be again. 
Or maybe it’s for a greater reason. 
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LYNN
All I want to know is where my 
daughter is. I’ve done everything. 
Detectives, lawyers... 
investigators... Nothing has 
brought me closer to her. I’m 
begging you. Please, help me find 
Kelli. 

RICHARD
I will do my best. 

Finger to temple. Concentrates. 

RICHARD (CONT’D)
Kelli is in a place with a lot of 
freeways. A woman who has become 
close to her is taking care of her. 
The woman has dark, brown hair and 
wears glasses. 

LYNN
But where is she? 

Concentrates long and hard. 

RICHARD
That’s all I can get. 

LYNN
That’s it? 

RICHARD
I am sorry. But she is safe. I hope 
that provides you some closure. 

LYNN
Yeah. Some. 

Pulls out checkbook. 

RICHARD
Put that away. 

LYNN
What? 

RICHARD
Put that away. 

She returns checkbook to purse. 

LYNN
Thank you. 
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RICHARD
It’s my pleasure. 

Richard hugs her. 

RICHARD (CONT’D)
Good luck, and God bless. 

LYNN
You too. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

SUPER: 1991

Lynn goes through paperwork on couch. 

Kelli (almost 14) enters. Sees Lynn. Walks to window. 

WINDOW: kids play. Some unsupervised by parents or siblings. 

Lynn looks up, sees Kelli. 

LYNN
Hey. 

Kelli turns back to Lynn. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
Are you alright? 

KELLI
Yeah. 

Lynn puts paperwork aside. Pats seat on couch. Kelli sits 
down at offered spot. 

LYNN
What’s going on? 

KELLI
I’ve just been thinking... 

LYNN
Yeah, what about? 

KELLI
Am I supposed to not have a family? 
Pat and Shawn don’t love me. I 
don’t know who my father is. 
Anthony-Daddy is gone. Grandma is 
gone. Is this how it’s supposed to 
be? 
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LYNN
Kelli, you do have a family. You 
always have, and always will. It 
may not be the one you’ve wanted 
your entire life, but it’s there. I 
certainly don’t regret a single 
moment. God put you in my arms for 
a reason, and it has been the 
greatest reason of all. 

KELLI
What is the reason? 

LYNN
When you’re older, I’ll tell you. 

KELLI
How old? 

LYNN
How does sixteen sound? 

KELLI
Okay. Fine. But I’m holding you to 
it. 

LYNN
I expect no less. 

INT. STORE - DAY

BACK IN 1978

Christmas time. Decorations all around. MUZAK over speakers. 

Lynn and Anthony walk together. All around, people stress or 
laugh. Lynn looks down into shopping cart. 

SHOPPING CART: cassette player, Star Wars set, toy sewing 
machine, football player’s outfit, pretty blonde doll 
resembling Kelli. 

Lynn grabs doll, hoists it into air, brings it down. It 
LAUGHS for two minutes. Lynn smiles. Tears up. 

LYNN
It sounds so much like Kelli’s 
laugh. 

Anthony brings her close, kisses her. 
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INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Lynn, Anthony and his coffee, and Francis watch Pat and Shawn 
open gifts. Lynn’s eyes fall on Kelli’s unopened gift. 

ANTHONY
She’ll be here next Christmas. 

FRANCIS
By then, she’ll still be cute in 
new clothes and with new toys. 

INT. MAC’S APARTMENT - DAY

Mac, Joan and her husband, and an 18-month-old Kelli open 
gifts. Mac takes a moment to look around. Something’s 
missing. He knows that. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NIGHT

Lynn in bed. Book in hand. Its subject? Child-stealing. 
Anthony sleeps. Turned away from the reading lamp. 

PAGE: statistic listing 150,000 child abductions a year, 
100,000 parental. 

Lynn puts book down. Shocked. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

SUPER: January 3, 1979

Lynn in Hyatt uniform. Anthony in security uniform. 

LYNN
You remember when you told me that 
I would be good at security? 

ANTHONY
Yeah? 

LYNN
I was thinking about it today and I 
wondered what exactly went into 
working for security. 

ANTHONY
First, you would need to be 
eligible to work security. That 
means getting a license. 

(MORE)
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I don’t think you’ll have a problem 
qualifying. All the work you’ve 
been doing lately. 

LYNN
I want to get my license. 

ANTHONY
Alright. Let’s get started. 

MONTAGE

A) Lynn reads everything about security

B) Lynn and Anthony learn about MCSO

C) Lynn and Anthony complete memberships

D) Fingerprints taken

E) Background checks run

F) They earn patches

G) Lynn takes to various MEMBERS

EXT. PARK - DAY

SUPER: Mother’s Day, 1979

Lynn sits on swing. Alone. Looks ahead. 

CHILDREN fly kites, run around with SIBLINGS and PARENTS. A 
MOTHER and DAUGHTER play. Mother roughly same age as Lynn. 
Daughter roughly same age as Kelli. 

Lynn watches. Tears stream down. 

INT. JOAN’S HOUSE - DAY

Joan holds up picture frame. Smiling. 

PHOTO: Joan and Kelli dressed for Valentine’s Day. 

Joan picks up Kelli, kisses her. 

JOAN
Thank you so much, Kelli. I love 
it. 

Mac stands off to the side. 

ANTHONY (CONT'D)
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MAC
What do you say when someone says 
“Thank you” Kelli? 

KELLI
You’re welcome, Mommy. 

No one expected that. Joan sheds tears. Heart melting. 

Mac stares. Joan’s husband joins him. 

HUSBAND
Have you been telling Kelli that 
she’s her mother? 

MAC
No. I don’t know how she got that 
idea. 

HUSBAND
Listen, I love Joan. More than 
anything in the world. There’s 
nothing I wouldn’t do for her. But 
when she’s got an idea in her head, 
she’s impossible to reach. Sooner 
or later, Kelli’s gonna have to 
know who her mother actually is. 

MAC
I’ll tell her. I just don’t know 
when. 

HUSBAND
You’d better figure it out soon. 

MAC
Why? Do you think she’ll do 
something? 

HUSBAND
Like I said, once her mind’s made 
up, that’s that. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - KELLI’S ROOM - DAY

SUPER: 1993

Kelli (16) lies on bed, reading Lois Lowry book. KNOCK on the 
door. She turns her attention to Lynn. Sits up. 

LYNN
Hey! Can I come in? 
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KELLI
Yeah. 

Lynn sits on edge of bed. 

KELLI (CONT’D)
What’s going on? 

LYNN
You remember when I told you when I 
told you that when you turn 16 that 
I would tell you who your father 
is? 

KELLI
(alert)

Who is he? 

LYNN
Alvin Ray McCage. That was his 
name. But he always told people to 
call him “Mac.” 

KELLI
Was he the man in the glasses? 

LYNN
Yes, he was. He also was the man 
who was lying on the couch holding 
you as a baby. 

KELLI
You were married to him? 

LYNN
Yes. 

KELLI
What happened to him? Did you 
divorce? Why is he not here 
anymore? 

LYNN
(beat)

I don’t want to tell you that yet. 

KELLI
Then let me call him. 

LYNN
That isn’t possible. 

KELLI
Why? 
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LYNN
It just isn’t. But know this: he 
was a good man. Funny, sweet. He 
actually worked for the Navy 
building ships. 

KELLI
Wow! 

INT. STORE - DAY

BACK IN 1979

Mac and Joan looking at shirts for toddlers. 

MAC
What do you think? A two T, or a 
three T? 

JOAN
Three T may be too big for her. We 
should settle for a two T. 

MAC
Yeah, that’s a good idea. 

They grab shirts. 

JOAN
Mac? 

MAC
Yeah? 

JOAN
My husband and I were talking last 
night. You know, it’s really 
difficult raising a child on your 
own, and seeing as I’m really 
getting to know Kelli... We’d like 
to adopt her as our own. 

MAC
(beat)

What? 

JOAN
She already thinks I’m her mommy. 
So, it fits. And you can visit her 
anytime you want. 

MAC
No. No, you’re not taking her. 

61.



JOAN
Nobody said anything about taking 
anybody. 

MAC
I’m her father. She needs me. 

JOAN
But you can’t take care of her. 

MAC
Yes, I can. Lynn taught me how to 
do it. 

JOAN
Who’s “Lynn?” 

MAC
(oh shit!)

She’s my wife. She’s Kelli’s 
mother. 

JOAN
The one in the hospital? 

MAC
(that was close!)

Yes. She taught me before the 
accident. 

(beat)
You’re still going to be her baby-
sitter, but I’m her father. That’s 
that. 

EXT. NEIGHBORHOOD - DAY

Pat tossing football with FRIEND

FRIEND
Any luck finding Kelli? 

PAT
No. We’re still looking. 

FRIEND
How long’s it been? 

PAT
A year ago today. 

FRIEND
Damn! What happened exactly? 
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PAT
Her dad took her. 

FRIEND
Was there anyone else there? 

PAT
(beat)

I was there. 

FRIEND
And you let them take her? 

PAT
No, I... It was a visitation day. 

FRIEND
I don’t know, man. If that was my 
sister, I wouldn’t have thought 
twice about punching him in the 
rocks before letting him do 
anything. 

He throws football to Pat, who doesn’t catch it. 

FRIEND (CONT’D)
You okay? 

PAT
I’m not feeling too good. I think 
I’m gonna go home. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - PAT’S ROOM - DAY

Pat lying in bed, looking at ceiling. 

Lynn enters, knocks on door. 

LYNN
Hey, can I come in? 

No answer. She sits on bed. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
Wanna talk? 

(off silence)
You know you’re not responsible for 
what happened. You know that, 
right? 

PAT
But I was there. 

(tears flow)
(MORE)
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I was the last person to be with 
her. I was the last person to see 
her go. I didn’t protect her like I 
should have. 

LYNN
It wasn’t your fault. There was 
nothing you could have done 
differently. 

PAT
I should’ve known something was 
wrong. The second I saw Mac’s 
friend. How could I be so stupid?! 

LYNN
Oh, honey! 

Lynn holds Pat. He weeps freely. 

EXT. ICE CREAM SHOP - DAY

BACK IN 1993

Kelli and Shawn. 

KELLI
You wanna go inside? 

SHAWN
Trying to cut down on the sweets, 
you know? 

KELLI
Okay. 

SHAWN
So, what is it you want from me? 

KELLI
Mom told me the truth about my 
father. 

SHAWN
Really? Well, that’s a surprise. 
Lately, telling the truth hasn’t 
been her strong suit. 

KELLI
(shoves down anger)

She didn’t tell me why he’s no 
longer with her. What made him 
leave? 

PAT (CONT'D)
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SHAWN
There were a few reasons. I think 
she grew tired of him. He may have 
been a little short on something, 
if you know what I mean. But there 
was this one time he took you to 
Texas and didn’t return. 

KELLI
What do you mean “didn’t return?” 

SHAWN
Oh, she didn’t tell you that part? 

KELLI
You’re saying he kidnapped me? Why? 

SHAWN
Probably something to do with 
Anthony. He didn’t want another man 
raising you. 

(beat)
I gotta go. Got some errands to 
run. You got a couple of bucks on 
you? 

KELLI
I don’t carry cash. 

SHAWN
Of course you don’t. 

Shawn leaves. 

INT. FRANCIS’ APARTMENT - DAY

BACK IN 1979

Lynn and Francis, who looks thinner. 

LYNN
How are you doing, Mom? Are you 
eating? 

FRANCIS
Sure. 

LYNN
You don’t look like you have. 

FRANCIS
I’m not hungry a whole lot these 
days. 

(MORE)
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(beat)
Seeing you go through all this... 
it hurts me. I can’t help. And I so 
want to. I know I wasn’t the mother 
you needed me to be. But... I don’t 
know what to do. 

LYNN
I know. But you’ve been helping out 
with a lot, and I’m grateful. 

They hug. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Lynn sits on bed. Puts collage of snapshots of her children 
together. PHONE RINGS. Lynn answers. 

LYNN
Hello? 

EX-HUSBAND (V.O.)
Hey, Lynn. 

LYNN
Hey! Is Pat doing alright? 

EX-HUSBAND (V.O.)
He’s doing fine. I’m gonna take him 
out around town. Get his mind off 
of it. 

LYNN
Good idea. 

EX-HUSBAND (V.O.)
How are you holding up? 

LYNN
Honestly? There are times when I 
just want to give up. She’s been 
gone for a year now, and I’m no 
closer to finding her than I was 
when Mac took her. 

EX-HUSBAND (V.O.)
I know it’s difficult, but you are 
a fighter. I know it. Remember when 
the doctors couldn’t find out what 
was wrong with Shawn? You’re gonna 
find Kelli, and Mac’s not gonna 
know what hit him. 

FRANCIS (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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Believe me when I say, he 
underestimated you when he took 
Kelli. 

LYNN
Thanks. I needed to hear that. 

EX-HUSBAND (V.O.)
Anytime. Pat’ll call you later. 
Take care. 

LYNN
You too. 

EX-HUSBAND (V.O.)
Bye. 

LYNN
Bye. 

Call ends. Lynn continues with collage. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - DINING ROOM - NIGHT

SUPER: November 22, 1979; Thanksgiving Day

Lynn, Shawn, Anthony, and Francis eat dinner. 

The PHONE RINGS. Lynn answers. 

LYNN
Hello? Hey, Pat! How are you? Happy 
Thanksgiving to you too! We wish 
you were here. Alright. I’ll let 
you go. I love you. Bye. 

She hangs up. Sits back down. Smiles. That was a cheerful 
moment. Her attention lands on Shawn. 

SHAWN
What? 

LYNN
I was just thinking about what your 
father said to me. 

SHAWN
What did he say? 

LYNN
He reminded me about your birth 
defect and everything I did to get 
you your medicine. 

EX-HUSBAND (V.O.) (CONT'D)
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SHAWN
I remember that. 

LYNN
You do? 

SHAWN
Yeah. At the time I was tired 
running around. But I know why you 
did, and I’m grateful. 

LYNN
Thank you. 

SHAWN
Thank you for watching out for all 
of us. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

SUPER: November 25, 1979

Lynn reading Sunday paper. 

PAPER: Article shows photo of “sad” mothers. Child-stealing 
the cause. End of article lists information on forthcoming 
meeting on December 4 at 7 pm. 

Lynn cries. Tears of joy. 

INT. GYM - NIGHT

SUPER: December 4, 1979

Lynn sitting down with number of ATTENDEES. 

TIMELAPSE MONTAGE

A) Lynn shares story through tears

B) Number of attendees grows

C) Lynn exchanges numbers with members

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

SUPER: Christmas Day, 1979

Lynn, Anthony, Pat, Shawn, and Francis open gifts. 
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Francis looks at collage of grandchildren. Makes eye contact 
with Lynn. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Clock reads 8:00 pm. 

Anthony and Lynn on couch with coffee and cocoa respectively. 
PHONE RINGS. Anthony and Lynn shocked. 

ANTHONY
Who could that be? 

LYNN
The boy’s father probably. Wanting 
to wish them a Merry Christmas. 

(answering phone)
Hello? 

KELLI (V.O.)
Hello, Mommy? 

LYNN
(gasps)

Kelli? Kelli, is that you? 

Anthony gets up urgently.

Francis, Pat and Shawn hurry to join. They heard everything. 

All four people move closer to Lynn. 

KELLI (V.O.)
Yes, I’m Kelli. I got a rocking 
horse for Christmas. 

Tears fall down Lynn’s face. 

MAC (V.O.)
She doesn’t know who she’s talking 
to. There’s a baby-sitter here that 
she calls “Mommy.” 

LYNN
Why did you decide to call me? 

MAC (V.O.)
She’s getting older. I know she 
needs to know who her mother is. 

LYNN
Where are you calling from? 
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MAC (V.O.)
I can’t tell you that. I’m sure 
there’s some sort of warrant out 
for me by now. 

LYNN
Mac, I just want to see Kelli. I 
don’t care when, where, or how. I 
don’t even care if I have to see 
her at a distance. Please make this 
possible, Mac. 

MAC (V.O.)
I don’t know if I can, but I’ll 
think about it. 

(pause)
I’ll get back to you. 

LYNN
You can arrange things for me to 
see her any way you want to. Thanks 
for calling me, Mac. Please call 
back and let me know about any 
arrangements for seeing Kelli. 

(beat)
Mac, I’m sorry I left you. It was 
wrong of me to do it. I still love 
you. 

Faintly, Lynn hears KELLI PLAYING b.g. 

MAC (V.O.)
Goodbye, Lynn. 

LYNN
Goodbye, Mac. 

KELLI (V.O.)
Bye, bye, Mommy, I love you. 

CLICK. Lynn breaks down into heaving tears. But smiles. 

LYNN
You all should have heard her. She 
said she got a rocking horse. 

They can’t help but cry with her. 

INT. MAC’S APARTMENT - DAY

Mac sitting at table, working on bills. 
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JOAN (O.S.)
Mac? 

Mac looks up at displeased Joan. 

JOAN (CONT’D)
May I speak to you a moment? 

MAC
Yeah. Have a seat. 

Joan sits at table. 

JOAN
I was playing with Kelli just now, 
and she told me about a phone call 
between us yesterday. I never 
called her, yet she said you told 
her she was speaking to “Mommy.” 
What’s going on? 

MAC
She spoke to her mother yesterday. 

JOAN
Did she wake up from the coma? 

MAC
No. 

JOAN
Mac, that doesn’t... 

(realizes)
She was never in one, was she? 

MAC
No. 

JOAN
Was she in an auto accident at all? 

MAC
No. 

JOAN
Where is she then? 

MAC
Phoenix, Arizona. 

JOAN
What the hell is she doing all the 
way out in Phoenix, Arizona? 
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MAC
That’s where I lived with her. We 
were living in different houses. 
She wanted a legal separation, but 
I didn’t. Then she met another man. 
I didn’t want him spending more 
time with Kelli than I was, so I 
took her all the way out here. 

JOAN
Why did you lie to me? 

MAC
At the time, I didn’t want anyone 
to call the cops. I read that it 
wasn’t illegal at the time, but I 
don’t know about now. I was playing 
it safe. 

JOAN
You didn’t answer my question. Why 
did you lie to me? 

MAC
I was telling everyone that Lynn 
was in an auto accident. 

JOAN
I see. Great! 

MAC (CONT'D)
And I didn’t want to tell you 
different. 

JOAN
No, you just figured lying to me 
was the best thing to do. 

MAC
I’m sorry. I should have told you 
the truth a long time ago. 

JOAN
You should have told me the truth 
the moment we met. 

(off Mac’s silence)
Does Lynn know you’re here? 

MAC
No. 

JOAN
Are you going to tell her? 

MAC
I have to. 
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JOAN
(beat)

When she arrives, tell me. I want 
to show her that her daughter is 
being well provided for. 

INT. GYM - NIGHT

A UPACS (United Parents Against Child Stealing) meeting wraps 
up. People exit. 

Lynn and MR. GUTIERREZ. 

GUTIERREZ
When my wife kidnapped my two 
children, I was an officer for the 
Arizona Senate. The man you want to 
speak to is Mr. Leo Corbet. He’s 
the President of the State Senate. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LYNN’S BEDROOM - DAY

BACK IN 1993

Lynn changes out bedsheets. Kelli enters with notebook. 

KELLI
Mom? 

Lynn stops what she’s doing, turns to Kelli. 

LYNN
Hey. What do you need, honey? 

KELLI
I need to ask you some things. 

LYNN
Okay. 

KELLI
Was I kidnapped by my father? 

LYNN
Who told you that? 

KELLI
I met with Shawn recently. He told 
me. 

Lynn sits down on bed. 
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KELLI (CONT’D)
Mom, I didn’t have a normal 
childhood growing up. I couldn’t go 
outside without Pat or Shawn. I 
couldn’t breathe without them with 
me. No sleep-overs, couldn’t be in 
the front yard. Now, Anthony-Daddy 
is gone simply because he forgot to 
bring me home that one time. You’re 
hiding something, Mom, and it has 
to do with my father. And it 
certainly has something to do with 
Shawn thinking he kidnapped me. I’m 
not leaving until you tell me the 
truth. 

LYNN
(tears forming)

You were kidnapped. He was upset 
that we were living in separate 
houses. He wanted so much to see 
you grow up, so -- 

KELLI
Stop. I don’t want to know anymore. 

Kelli sits down. Holds her mother. They both cry. 

INT. ARIZONA SENATE - LEO CORBET’S OFFICE - DAY

SUPER: 1980

Lynn, professionally dressed, enters. 

Leo (42) stands up from desk. Smiles. Shakes Lynn’s hand. 

LEO
What is it I can do for you? 

LYNN
This is where our Arizona laws are 
made, isn’t it? 

LEO
Yes, Mrs. McCage, it is. 

Leo sits at desk. Lynn sits across from it. 

LYNN
Well, I know a law that needs to be 
revised right away. My one-year-old 
daughter was stolen nearly two 
years ago by her father. 

(MORE)
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The way the laws are now, I can’t 
get any legal help to get her back. 

Gives him picture of Kelli. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
This is a picture of Kelli. You can 
see she was just a baby when my ex-
husband stole her and disappeared. 
The first time in almost two years 
that I heard from him or Kelli was 
just this passed Christmas Day. 

LEO
Yes. 

LYNN
He indicated by telephone that he 
may let me come to see her, 
wherever they are. But if I do get 
to see her... when I get to see 
her, that’s when I need your help, 
the help of the Senate, and the 
help of the law. If I get close to 
her, I know I won’t return home 
without her. 

(inhales deep, tears form)
I’m prepared to deal with bringing 
her back pretty much on my own if I 
have to do it that way, but I don’t 
truthfully want to do anything that 
will break the law. Will you help 
me, Senator? 

LEO
Give all of your information to my 
assistant. We’ll get to work on it 
right away. Take my card. 

(hands Lynn card)
Call me in a few days. 

LYNN
Thank you. I’m sorry I’m such a 
mess. 

LEO
That is quite alright. It is 
perfectly understandable under your 
circumstances. 

Ushers Lynn out of office. Looks out into hall. 

LYNN (CONT'D)
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LEO (CONT’D)
Mrs. Glaw? Will you please prepare 
notes for me on Mrs. McCage’s 
request? It’s something we want to 
get to work on right away. 

INT. HOSPITAL - ROOM - DAY

SUPER: 1995

Kelli (18) lying in bed. Lynn (49) stands by. An ultrasound 
TECHNICIAN probes Kelli’s swollen abdomen. 

SCREEN: a forming fetus. 

TECHNICIAN
Would you like to know the gender? 

KELLI
Yes. 

TECHNICIAN
It’s a girl. 

INT. LYNN’S CAR - DAY

Lynn driving. Kelli sitting up front. 

KELLI
I can’t wait to tell all my friends 
about this. This is going to be so 
amazing. 

(looks at Lynn)
Is everything alright? 

LYNN
We need to make a quick stop to the 
house. I have some thing to show 
you. 

KELLI
What things? 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

BACK IN 1980

Lynn on phone. 
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LYNN
I just spoke with Senator Corbet. 
He said he would get to work on it 
right away. 

GEORGE (V.O.)
Senator Corbet is a good man. He 
will do whatever he said he will do 
-- whatever he possibly can. 

(beat)
Now, you must get organized for 
possible action on a minute’s 
notice. Get together a certified 
copy of Kelli’s birth certificate, 
a photograph of Kelli, of you and 
Kelli, and of all three of you: 
Mac, Kelli, and you together if you 
have such a picture. Have your 
marriage certificate and your 
certified divorce decree too. All 
of these things, and notes of any 
conversations you might have had 
with Mac from now until you see 
Kelli should be in your possession 
anytime you have the chance to see 
her. 

LYNN
I have all of those things ready 
now, except for the notes 
concerning future calls from Mac. 
I’ve had them ready for months. 

GEORGE (V.O.)
Yes, Lynn, working with you and 
knowing how much you care makes me 
believe you had most of these 
things assembled before you even 
came into my office. Just be sure 
you have them with you if an 
opportunity to see Kelli arrives. 
Take care now. 

LYNN
Thank you. You too. 

GEORGE (V.O.)
Bye. 

LYNN
Bye. 
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INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - DAY

BACK IN 1995

Lynn takes out box from walk-in closet. 

LYNN
Remember when I told you who your 
father was? 

KELLI
Yeah. 

LYNN
Well, this is why you can’t call 
him. 

Lynn hands her slip of paper. Kelli looks. 

PAPER: an obituary for Mac. 36 years old. 

Kelli drops obit. Unaffected. 

KELLI
What kind of man would kidnap his 
child? How long was I gone for? 

LYNN
(tearing up)

Seventeen months. 

KELLI
The woman in my dreams. Who was 
she? 

LYNN
A baby-sitter. Mac told me you were 
calling her Mommy. 

KELLI
How old was I? 

LYNN
A year and two months. 

KELLI
And it was Houston that I went to? 

LYNN
Yes. 

Lynn pulls slips of paper out of box. 
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LYNN (CONT’D)
These are some recipes of his. He 
was a good cook. Maybe you can try 
them out one of these days. 

Kelli looks. Puts them all back in box. 

KELLI
Give them to someone else. I can’t 
take anything from him. 

Heads for door. Turns around. 

KELLI (CONT’D)
Thanks for showing me this. 

Exits. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

BACK IN 1980

PHONE RINGS. Lynn answers. 

LYNN
Hello? 

LEO (V.O.)
Hello, Lynn? This is Senator 
Corbet. I just wanted to call you 
to let you know that with the help 
of the other Senators, as well as 
the members of the House of 
Representatives, we’ve gotten the 
job done. The Custodial 
Interference statute has been 
revised to upgrade the offense of 
parental child-stealing to a 
felony. 

LYNN
That’s great! Thank you! Thank you! 
So much! 

LEO (V.O.)
Thank you for helping us push this. 

INT. POLICE STATION - SECOND FLOOR - DAY

Lynn and detective watch Mac’s arrest warrant and photograph 
placed into FBI’s NCIC computer system. 
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INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

SUPER: January 31, 1980

PHONE RINGS. Lynn answers. 

LYNN
Hello? 

MAC (V.O.)
Hello, Lynn? 

LYNN
Mac! Is Kelli with you? 

MAC (V.O.)
No, she isn’t. Listen, I’m going to 
wire you the money for one round-
trip ticket from Phoenix to 
Houston, Texas. I’ll meet you at 
the Houston airport in just two 
weeks on February 15. You’ll be 
here for six days. 

INT. MAC’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Mac on phone. 

MAC
Goodbye, Lynn. 

Hangs up. Turns around. Joan stares at him. 

JOAN
February 15th? 

MAC
Yes. 

JOAN
I’m coming with you. 

MAC
No, you shouldn’t. 

JOAN
I’m coming. Don’t argue. 

MAC
(beat)

Okay. 
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EXT. PARK - DAY

BACK IN 1995

Kelli and Shawn. 

SHAWN
You finally got me to go on that 
park date with you? 

KELLI
Excuse me? 

SHAWN
When you were nine, you wanted me 
and Jade to come here with you, and 
I told you to fuck off. 

KELLI
I wanted to visit you because I 
wanted to ask you about my father. 

SHAWN
What else is there to know? 

KELLI
What was he like? To you? 

SHAWN
Mom still keeping things from you, 
or did she finally fess up? 

KELLI
Shawn, I don’t have the time to 
stand here and listen to you bag on 
Mom. I just want my question 
answered. 

SHAWN
(beat)

He was a good guy. Not perfect, but 
then who is? 

Pulls out joint and lighter. Fires up. 

KELLI
Don’t smoke that. 

SHAWN
Why not? 

KELLI
Look at me. 
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SHAWN
(sees belly)

Congratulations. 

Takes toke. Blows it out slowly. 

KELLI
Shawn, I don’t want to do this, but 
if you’re going to continue to 
behave this way, then.. 

SHAWN
Oh, you’re cutting me out of your 
life too? 

KELLI
I know you’re better than this. I 
know you are. 

SHAWN
You got an extra twenty bucks on 
you, or do you still not carry 
cash? 

(off Kelli’s tears)
I figured as much. Well, if that’s 
all you needed out of me, then I 
guess I’ll just be on my way. 

Shawn leaves. Kelli cries. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

BACK IN 1980

Lynn, Francis, Shawn, and Anthony in a circle. 

LYNN
I’m leaving Mr. Sterling’s number, 
as well as Mrs. Glaw from Senator 
Corbet’s office. If anything should 
happen to me, call the numbers. 
When “D-Day” arrives, I’m going to 
call the special number Senator 
Corbet gave me. Next, I’m going to 
call you, Mom. 

(to Francis)
Let you know how things are going. 
Get word of my plan to Shawn and 
Anthony and let them know when to 
pick us up at the airport in 
Phoenix. I’ll call Pat to let him 
know that I’m alright and that 
Kelli’s coming home. 
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ANTHONY
I’ll be your liaison with the local 
sheriff’s office. 

LYNN
So, we’re all clear on what we’re 
going to do? 

They nod. Clasp hands. Eyes close. Heads bow reverently. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
Heavenly Father, we thank You for 
aiding us in every step toward 
bringing Kelli back. It hasn’t been 
easy, and You know I’ve had doubts 
toward Your plan on more than one 
occasion, but I know that through 
You, Your Son Jesus Christ, and 
with the help of Senator Corbet, 
George Sterling, the UPACS, and the 
rest of the law enforcement, we 
will be successful. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

ANTHONY
Amen. 

FRANCIS
Amen. 

SHAWN
Amen. 

INT. HUGHES AIR WEST - ARRIVAL GATE - NIGHT

SUPER: February 15, 1980

Lynn and other PASSENGERS enter. She has her purse and 
Kelli’s Christmas gift -- still wrapped. Looks around. 

Arriving and departing PASSENGERS with family and friends. 

But no Mac. No Kelli. 

A MAN appears. Lynn jumps. Looks closer. It’s Mac! 

MAC
Hi, Lynn. 

LYNN
Hello, Mac. Where’s your glasses? 

MAC
Contact lenses. 
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LYNN
(barely able to breathe)

Where’s Kelli? 

MAC
You’ll be able to see her in a 
minute. I had to be sure you came 
alone. 

They walk away together. Not saying a word. 

INT. HUGHES AIR WEST - BAGGAGE CLAIM - NIGHT

Lynn’s suitcase emerges from luggage carousel. Slowly makes 
its way to Lynn and Mac. Lynn reaches for handle. 

Mac stops her. Takes it instead. Lynn relents. They resume 
away from carousel. 

EXT. PAT’S HOUSE - DAY

BACK IN 1995

Kelli knocks. 

PAT (O.S.)
Just a minute! 

13 minutes pass. Kelli sits down. Door opens. Pat (30) looks 
down at her. Long hair, tattoos. Kelli struggles to get up. 
Pat helps. They enter house. 

INT. PAT’S HOUSE - DAY

Pat walks deeper into house. Kelli follows, taking in all of 
Harley Davidson memorabilia and guns. Kelli feels unsafe. 

Pat sits down on couch, lights up cigarette. 

KELLI
Please don’t smoke that around me. 

Pat looks at her. Sees belly. Quickly puts out cigarette. 

PAT
Sorry 

(beat)
Boy or girl? 

KELLI
It’s a girl. 
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PAT
You got a name picked out? 

KELLI
Deja. 

PAT
Beautiful. Who’s the father? 

KELLI
Brian’s... not involved. 

PAT
Sorry about that. So, what brings 
you to my neck of the woods? 

KELLI
I just wanted to ask you some 
things. About my father. My 
biological father. 

PAT
So you know? 

KELLI
Yeah. 

PAT
Did Mom tell you how she blamed me? 
She never outright said it, but I 
was there. I let him take you. 
There was a time after the 
kidnapping when she wouldn’t even 
look at me. She resented me. 
Resented me for not following my 
gut. 

KELLI
You were 13. You were a child. 

PAT
By the time she realized that it 
was too late. There was a time when 
we were close. Even after Shawn was 
born. But things changed. She 
stopped loving me. 

KELLI
You know that’s not true. 

PAT
Then where is she? Why isn’t she 
here? Telling me she’s sorry for 
ignoring me? 

(MORE)
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The thing about Mom is she’s not a 
happy woman. She hasn’t been for a 
while. Her mom didn’t want her or 
her sisters. Her father died two 
years before you were born. My dad 
left because he couldn’t keep it in 
his pants. She married your father 
because he knocked her up. Anthony 
couldn’t stay because she didn’t 
know how to form a real 
relationship with him. All the 
while, she doesn’t even see what’s 
going on with her two sons. Least 
of all, me. 

(beat)
If you’re here to tell me she’s 
sorry, forget it. I don’t want it 
from you. I want it from her. 

KELLI
That’s not why I’m here. 

PAT
Right. Your dad. Sorry. He was 
good. He loved Mom. Loved her a 
lot. But she didn’t love him. And 
now look where we are. 

(beat)
Don’t contact me ever again. 

KELLI
Why? 

Pat takes out stash. Pours some out onto coffee table. 
Measures line. Uses straw to snort it up. Lies back. Waits. 
Kelli nods. Heads for door. Turns back to him. 

KELLI (CONT’D)
Goodbye, Pat. 

No answer. Kelli exits. 

INT. HUGHES AIR WEST - RESTAURANT - NIGHT

BACK IN 1980

Mac and Lynn enter. Lynn looks ahead. 

Joan sits at booth. Sees them. Stands up. A little blonde 
girl in her arms. Her hair shoulder-length. 

Lynn and Mac reach them. Lynn gets closer. 

PAT (CONT'D)
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Kelli fusses. Joan SLAPS her tiny leg. She cries. 

Lynn seethes with rage. Makes no sudden moves. Outnumbered. 

MAC
(pointing to Lynn)

Kelli, this is your real mother. 

No longer crying, Kelli looks at Lynn. Smiles. 

KELLI
Hi. 

LYNN
(to Mac)

Can I hold her? 

MAC
Not yet. 

LYNN
(holding up box)

I brought what’s in this box 
especially for you, Kelli. You can 
open it as soon as we get home. 

Kelli wipes tear away. Smiles. 

KELLI
Okay. 

INT. MAC’S CAR - NIGHT

Mac drives. Lynn, holding Kelli, sits up front. 

Joan sits in back, staring at Lynn. 

Kelli, in Lynn’s lap, wraps arms around her. Falls asleep, 
head on Lynn’s shoulder. 

INT. MAC’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Mac, Lynn, and Kelli enter. Head to second floor. Lynn holds 
Kelli and box, while Mac holds suitcase. They stop at door 
directly ahead of them. Mac points. 

MAC
The bedroom. 

Points to door on left side of landing. 
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MAC (CONT’D)
The bathroom. 

Points further down. 

MAC (CONT’D)
Kelli’s room. Are you hungry? You 
must be after that long flight. 

MAC (CONT’D)
No, I’m not. 

INT. MAC’S APARTMENT - KELLI’S ROOM - NIGHT

Mac, Lynn, and Kelli enter. 

Scantily decorated. A crib and wooden rocking horse. 
Cockroaches scatter about. 

MAC
We’ve been trying to get rid of 
those. I have bait and traps set up 
around the place. She should still 
be safe in here. 

Kelli wakes up. Lynn puts her down. Gives her present. Kelli 
opens it. Sees doll. Tries to open box. Lynn helps. Kelli 
inspects doll upon retrieval. Learns what it does. Smiles. 

MAC (CONT’D)
What do you say? 

KELLI
Thank you. 

LYNN
You’re welcome, sweetie. 

INT. MAC’S APARTMENT - MASTER BEDROOM - NIGHT

Mac and Lynn lie in bed together. Kelli and doll between 
them. Mother and father watch each other. Waiting for any 
sudden moves. Slowly, they fall asleep. 

INT. HOSPITAL - ROOM - DAY

BACK IN 1995

Kelli lies in bed. Holding newborn baby girl. Lynn sits by 
bed. Both women look at new baby. 
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KELLI
Mom? Was Dad with you when I was 
born? 

LYNN
No. He was in the waiting room. But 
he did get to see you after you 
were born. He fell so much love 
with you. 

KELLI
Then why did he kidnap me? I mean, 
if Brian ever did that... I can’t 
go there. 

LYNN
I wish I had all of the answers, 
sweetie. But I don’t. 

KELLI
How can I forgive him? 

LYNN
That’s up to you to figure out, 
honey. But, if it helps you come to 
a decision, I have. 

KELLI
Why? How could you forgive him for 
what he did? He should never have 
kidnapped me. He single-handedly 
blew our whole family apart. I want 
nothing to do with him. He’s an 
asshole! 

(off Deja’s fussing)
Shh... it’s okay. It’s okay, Deja. 
Mommy’s here. I’m sorry. 

Deja calms down. 

KELLI (CONT’D)
There he is again. Why did he have 
to be my father? Why couldn’t Pat 
and Shawn’s father or Anthony-Daddy 
have been my real father? Why him? 

LYNN
God gives us all tests and 
challenges to face. 

KELLI
Is this going to be my challenge? 
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LYNN
If it is, it’ll be one of them. 

KELLI
(looking down at Deja)

Yeah. 
(beat)

I’m so tired. 

LYNN
You sleep, okay? I’ll take her. 

Kelli hands Deja to Lynn. Falls asleep. Lynn sits down. 

INT. JOAN’S HOUSE - DAY

SUPER: February 17, 1980

Lynn and Joan look through photo album. Kelli plays with 
toys. 

JOAN
Just before you got here, I went to 
K-Mart with Kelli to get more 
mother-daughter photos taken. 

Tears form in Lynn’s eyes as she looks at photos. 

PHOTO ALBUM: a few pictures of Kelli wearing Phoenix clothes. 
A photo of Mac, Joan, and Kelli. Others like it. Some have 
Joan’s husband in them. 

JOAN (CONT’D)
For a long time, we’ve wanted to 
adopt Kelli as our own. I can’t 
have children of my own, and 
Kelli’s the closest I’ve ever come 
to having a daughter. 

LYNN
(wipes tears away)

Where do you think I was for the 
past nearly two years? 

JOAN
Mac told me and everyone we knew 
that you had been in a very serious 
auto accident and that no one knew 
when you would wake up. 
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LYNN
Of course, that’s not true. As you 
can see, here I am right here 
before you. And in case you had any 
doubt, I love Kelli with all of my 
heart and soul -- loved her since 
the instant she was born. It was 
never my choice to be separated 
from her. 

Hostility comes over Joan’s face. Mac enters without 
knocking. Looks at Lynn. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
(to Joan)

Goodbye. 

JOAN
Goodbye. 

INT. BILLIARDS PLACE - DAY

SUPER: 1998

Multiple pool tables. People compete against each other. 

Kelli (20) at pool table with DAN SMITH (26)

DAN
You’re the first woman I’ve 
competed against. 

KELLI
Is that a problem? 

DAN
No. I’m not gonna go easy on you or 
anything. 

KELLI
Good. I’m not delicate. 

She shoots ball. Hers are solids. 

DAN
I see that. You keep hitting it 
that hard, you might reduce it to 
powder. 

She scratches. 

KELLI
Dammit! 
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Dan works on striped balls. 

DAN
You know, I was thinking about 
something. 

KELLI
Yeah, what about? 

DAN
What happens after I win. 

KELLI
I’m not sleeping with you. I 
already have a daughter from that 
happening once. 

DAN
That’s fair. No, I was thinking 
about asking you out for drinks 
before I sleep with you. 

KELLI
(forced laughter)

You have a lot of nerve! 

DAN
I have a lot of momentum. 

Kelli finds he’s already on the 8 ball. 

KELLI
You gotta be kidding me. 

DAN
Luck o’ the Irish. 

He hits the 8 ball into the hole. 

DAN (CONT’D)
Good game. 

KELLI
Shut up! I’m the one that’s gotta 
date you now. 

DAN
What are you so worried about? 

KELLI
I have a three-year-old daughter. 
That’s what I’m worried about. 

92.



DAN
I think I have just the thing for 
that. 

EXT. MOVIE THEATRE - DAY

Dan, Kelli, and Deja walk away from building. 

KELLI
What did you think of that, Deja? 

DEJA
I liked it. 

KELLI
Yeah. Me too. 

DAN
Was it better than Toy Story? 

DEJA
Yeah. 

DAN
Really? 

DEJA
Yeah. 

IMPROVE DIALOGUE BETWEEN DAN AND DEJA. 

Kelli almost tears up. This is her happiness. 

INT. MAC’S APARTMENT - KITCHEN - NIGHT

SUPER: February 20, 1980. The day before “D-Day”

Lynn and Kelli. PHONE RINGS. Lynn answers. 

LYNN
Hello? 

JOAN (V.O.)
Oh, it’s you. Please tell Mac to 
bring Kelli to me before he drops 
you off at the airport. 
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LYNN
(quiet, but firm)

You listen to me, “Mommie Dearest.” 
If you come near Kelli or me, or 
interfere with my being with my 
daughter in any way, any way at all 
I will kill you. 

Silence on other end. Message received. 

Lynn hangs up. Exits kitchen. Listens closely. SHOWER from 
bathroom RUNS O.S. Lynn returns. Picks up phone. Retrieves 
special number from pocket. Dials. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
Hello, it’s Lynn McCage. I was 
calling to let you know that I’m 
leaving Houston tomorrow at four 
pm. I’m going to inform the check-
in attendant that I need airport 
police. Thank you. Goodbye. 

Hangs up. Dials another number. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
Mom. It’s fine. Things are going 
fine. Get word of my plan as I told 
you for tomorrow to Anthony and 
Shawn. Pick us up at the airport at 
eight pm. I love you. Goodbye. 

Hangs up. Dials another number. 

LYNN (CONT’D)
Hello! It’s me. Can I speak with 
Pat? Thank you. Hi! How’s my boy? 
I’m fine. Listen, I just wanted to 
call to tell you that whatever 
concerns you have for Kelli are 
unfounded. I’m bringing her home. 
Gotta go. Love you. Bye. 

Hangs up. Resumes making dinner. Kelli at her side. Mac 
enters. Hair towel-dried. 

Kelli picks up a raw potato. Bite. Likes it. Lynn shocked. 

Quickly, Mac grabs a camera. Snaps picture. Polaroid spits 
out. He shakes it. Hands it to Lynn. 

MAC
So you can remember when you get 
back home. 

94.



LYNN
Thanks. 

INT. MAC’S APARTMENT - LYNN’S ROOM - DAY

SUPER: February 21, 1980. “D-Day”

Lynn pretends to put make-up on Kelli. She loves it. Lynn 
puts two of Kelli’s outfits in suitcase. Piles her own 
clothes on top of them. Mac enters. Uneasy. 

MAC
I think it might be too hard for 
you to say goodbye to Kelli at the 
airport. I think we’ll just drop 
her off at Joan’s on the way. 

LYNN
(feigning anger)

I think you’re talking childish and 
ridiculous. Kelli will enjoy seeing 
the planes taking off. I’ll be just 
fine. I won’t do anything to upset 
her. 

INT. SMITH HOUSE - DEJA’S ROOM - NIGHT

SUPER: 2000

Kelli (23), a few months pregnant, sits on side of bed. Deja 
(5) tucked under covers. 

DEJA
Do the doctors know what it’s going 
to be? 

KELLI
No, we won’t know until tomorrow. 

DEJA
I’ll settle for a sister. 

KELLI
(laughing a little)

Honey, having a baby isn’t like 
ordering a Happy Meal. It’ll come 
out however it comes out. 

DEJA
No, it’ll be a girl. 
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KELLI
Okay, whatever you say. Now, time 
to get some sleep. Grandma’s got a 
big day planned for you. Say 
prayers first. 

DEJA
(clasping hands)

“Now I lay me down to sleep. I pray 
the Lord my soul to keep. If I 
should die before I wake, I pray 
the Lord my soul to take.” 

(beat)
I pray for kindness, forgiveness, 
laughter. I’m thankful for my 
animals, my mommy and daddy, and 
Dan, and little sister, and 
Grandma, and uncles. 

KELLI
I’m thankful for my beautiful 
daughter, Dan, my mother, my 
brothers, and my friends. In Jesus’ 
name. 

DEJA
Amen. 

KELLI (CONT'D)
Amen. 

They kiss. Kelli exits. Deja falls slowly to sleep. 

INT. SMITH HOUSE - KELLI AND DAN’S ROOM - NIGHT

Kelli in bed with Dan. 

DAN
Still wants that sister, huh? 

KELLI
There’s no convincing her of 
anything else. 

DAN
She’s like her mom. 

KELLI
I’d say she’s more like my mom. 

DAN
What time is our appointment? 

KELLI
11 in the morning. 
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DAN
One of us’ll have to break it to 
her if it’s a boy. 

KELLI
I’ll do it. It’ll be easier coming 
from me. Now, try to get some 
sleep. 

They kiss. 

DAN
I love you. 

KELLI
I love you too, honey. 

Dan moves away from Kelli’s reading lamp. Kelli picks up a 
book: Stolen Angel by Lynn McCage. Opens it. Reads. 

LYNN (V.O.)
This book is dedicated to my 
daughter, Kelli. I thank God for 
the time we’ve shared. I truly hope 
that you will be pleased with this 
book I’ve written about the first 
few years of your life. I’ve 
written it as a tribute to you, as 
well as my love for you, and to let 
you know that, despite his 
wrongdoing, your father loved you 
very much too. 

INT. HUGHES AIR WEST - DAY

BACK IN 1980

Lynn walks to female CHECK-IN ATTENDANT. Looks back at Mac 
and Kelli. Still in sight. 

LYNN
(to attendant)

I need airport police. I’m in 
trouble. 

ATTENDANT
(incredulous)

Is this some kind of joke? I don’t 
have time to be calling anyone. 

Mac walks up beside Lynn. They continue into terminal. 
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INT. HUGHES AIR WEST - DEPARTURE GATE - DAY

Mac holds Kelli. Lynn holds purse. Over P.R.: 

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
We are now boarding the 4 pm flight 
to Phoenix. 

PASSENGERS gradually passing through “Passengers Only Beyond 
This Point” doorway. Step onto tarmac. 

Lynn joins them. Mac walks beside her until just a few feet 
from door. Leans over. 

Kelli reaches out to hug... 

Lynn YANKS Kelli out of Mac’s arms! Runs! Mac chases them. 
Tears flow in sheets down Lynn’s face. Kelli cries. 

INT. PLANE - DAY

Lynn and Mac reach pilot’s cabin. Lynn locks eye with PILOT: 
dark, clean-cut hair. Moustache. Kind eyes. Understands. 

Mac grabs them! Lynn fights back. Both stop. Look ahead. The 
SERGEANT AT ARMS. 

LYNN
Please, take my purse and look at 
the papers from inside. This little 
girl, Kelli, is my daughter. She 
was kidnapped from me nearly two 
years ago by this man, her father, 
and brought here to Houston from 
Phoenix. 

MAC
(to sergeant)

But Kelli’s been a resident of 
Texas for over a year! 

SERGEANT
Both of you, come with me. 

INT. HUGHES AIR WEST - DEPARTURE GATE - DAY

Sergeant leads Lynn and Mac out of plane. 

SERGEANT
(to Lynn)

Leave your daughter with her father 
and follow me. 
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LYNN
I can’t. I can’t leave Kelli alone 
with Mac. I can’t go through this 
again. 

SERGEANT
My two officers will be right here 
with Kelli and the gentleman until 
we get this matter settled. 

LYNN
Will we miss our flight? 

SERGEANT
Probably not. There’s a few more 
minutes before EDT. That’s 
“Estimated Departure Time.” And 
checking through your paperwork and 
conducting a check shouldn’t take 
very long. 

LYNN
I hope you’re right. I so much want 
to be on that flight with my 
daughter. 

SERGEANT
There’s a window in the door, and 
you can stand beside that window 
watching your daughter while we run 
a computer check. 

INT. HUGHES AIR WEST - OFFICE - DAY

Lynn beside window. Watching Mac and Kelli with two OFFICERS. 

Another OFFICER runs a computer check on paperwork. 
WHISPERINGS among officers. Nothing found. They try again. 

LYNN
Please, sir, try calling this 
telephone number for Senator 
Corbet’s office. 

She holds out slip of paper. Sergeant takes it. Makes call. 
Lynn looks back at Mac, Kelli, then plane. Sergeant returns. 

SERGEANT
We’ve been notified that there is a 
warrant. 

Returns to desk, makes call. 
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Lynn smiles. Can’t believe it. This is real. Then remembers! 

LYNN
My suitcase is on that plane! 

SERGEANT
The pilot decided to wait a few 
extra minutes to learn if you’ll be 
aboard. He’s just been notified 
that you will. 

LYNN
Oh, that’s wonderful. And Kelli, 
what about her? 

SERGEANT
You stay here for a minute or two, 
and I’ll bring your daughter to 
you, then we’ll board you two on 
that plane. The other officers are 
placing her father under arrest 
now. As per the new changes to the 
law he’ll be held in the Houston 
jail until Arizona extradites him 
to face the felony charge. 

Walks past Lynn. Takes Kelli from Mac, who is led away by 
officers. He looks back at Kelli and Lynn O.S. 

Sergeant brings Kelli to Lynn. She lands in her arms. They 
follow sergeant. Tears fill Lynn’s eyes. 

INT. AIRPLANE - DAY

Lynn and Kelli enter. CAPTAIN and FIRST OFFICER smile. 
PASSENGERS cheer. STEWARDESSES flutter about with moist eyes. 

Lynn stops. Turns to DONNA, one of the stewardesses. 

LYNN
I don’t have a ticket for Kelli. 
What should I do? 

CAPTAIN
Never mind that. Put them in first 
class and give them whatever they 
want. 

They sit in first class. Plane goes through the safety 
lecture. Takes off. 
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KELLI
(to Lynn)

We’re going home, Mommy. Daddy is 
going to work. 

Over speaker: 

CAPTAIN (O.S.)
We have excellent weather for our 
flight to Phoenix. We’ll be flying 
at 28,000 feet and will be able to 
make up time for our “happy ending 
delay” to arrive on time. 

LYNN
Perfect. 

That word never sounded better. 

INT. PHOENIX AIRPORT - NIGHT

Shawn, Anthony, and Francis wait for them. Their eyes 
instantly water up. Lynn and Kelli approach them. Hugs, 
kisses, tears, laughter shared by all. 

INT. ARIZONA SENATE - LEO CORBET’S OFFICE - DAY

Lynn and Kelli enter. Leo and SUE GLAW. Tears in their eyes. 

LYNN
Kelli, this is Senator Leo Corbet. 

LEO
Uncle Leo. 

They give them all hugs. 

LEO (CONT’D)
Could I take Kelli with me for a 
moment? 

LYNN
(puzzled smile)

Of course. 

She hands him Kelli. 

LEO
I have to show the Senate members 
why we worked so hard to get this 
Custodial Interference law revised. 

101.



Leo enters Senate floor with Kelli. Lynn waits with Sue. 

INT. LYNN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

PHONE RINGS. Lynn answers. 

LYNN
Hello? 

MR. BURDICK  (V.O.)
Hello, this is Mac’s attorney. It’s 
sad that I must be the one to call 
you with this news. I have to let 
you know that there is no need for 
you to take any further action 
against Mac. A few days ago, Mac 
was killed in an auto accident 
caused by a driver who fell asleep 
at the wheel. He hit Mac head on, 
killing both drivers. 

LYNN
I can’t believe it! I’ll come over 
there tomorrow. I want to see for 
myself. 

MR. BURDICK (V.O.)
That’s fine. Once again, I’m sorry. 

LYNN
Thank you for letting me know. You 
have a good day. I’ll see you 
tomorrow. 

She hangs up. Takes a moment. 

Kelli enters with her doll. Lynn sees her. Smiles. Picks her 
up. Kisses and hugs her. 

INT. KELLI’S HOUSE - KELLI’S ROOM - NIGHT

BACK IN 2000

Kelli finishes book. Tears. Picks up the phone. Dials number. 

LYNN (V.O.)
Hello? 

KELLI
Hey, Mom? It’s me. 
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LYNN (V.O.)
Kelli! How are you? Is everything 
okay? 

KELLI
Everything’s fine. I just wanted to 
call you to tell you that I 
finished reading the book. 

LYNN (V.O.)
How was it? 

KELLI
I can’t believe it’s about me, but 
I know it is. I have so many new 
questions. The next time I have you 
all to myself, I want to ask you. 

LYNN (V.O.)
Absolutely. 

KELLI
I have to go. I’m getting tired. I 
wish I could chat with you more. 

LYNN (V.O.)
We’ll get our chance again. You get 
plenty of rest. 

KELLI
Thank you. 

LYNN (V.O.)
I love you. 

KELLI
I love you too. 

LYNN (V.O.)
Good night. 

KELLI
Good night. 

INT. CEMETERY - DAY

Kelli walks past headstones. Looks around. Stops. 

Mac’s headstone. His service in Vietnam noted. 
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Kelli pulls out Ziploc bag containing picture of Mac holding 
baby Kelli. Sits down. 

FADE OUT.

SUPER: 

78% of abductions are caused by non-custodial parents. 

35% of children are between six and eleven years old upon 
abductions. 

82% of abductions are intended to affected custody 
permanently. 

24% of children are living with a single parent. 

60% are taken by a parent. 

Since 1999, an estimated 203,900 children were victims of 
family abductions. An estimate of 2,300 children a day go 
missing in the United States. 

For more information, visit childfindofamerica.org. 

THE END
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