| NT. THE BUZZ CAFE- DAY

Eric, 25 (quirky, wears his heart on his sleeve) and Sanuel,
27 (intelligent, level headed) are sitting with Don the
producer 45, (depressed and has given up on his life). Eric
and Sanuel are having a conversation with each other not
acknow edgi ng Don’s presence. Don deals with the
unconfortable situation |ike he has been in the position

bef ore.

ERI C
Dude this is really happening.
SAMUEL
| know. It’s so unrea
ERI C
So unreal .
SAMUEL

Your father would be proud.

ERI C
You think so? I nean before this I
was | was pretty nmuch a fudge up.
barely graduated col |l ege, then
got arrested for indecent exposure,
and | ast year that thing happened
at burning man. | just started to
grow ny eyebrows back

Don tries to interrupt their conversation

SAMUEL
(laughi ng) Yeah but you deserved
that. (pause) That’s in the past
okay, we are noving forward. W own
a mldly successful business, this
guy (pointing at Don) is thinking
about giving us our own show.
Things are great.

ERI C
You're right, you' re right. Things
are great.

DON

Al right I think we should get
this neeting going. (Pause) So we
have been di scussi ng about this
project for a few weeks now and we
are extrenely interested in
creating a reality show about your

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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DON (cont’ d)
cafe. As a struggling network, well
as a dying network we are excited
to bring in sone young energy.

ERI C
What network is it again?
SAMUEL
It’s the |ocal PBS renenber?
ERI C
Ch yeah! | use to | ove that channe

when | was a kid. You show re-runs
of Sesane Street and Readi ng

Rai nbow.
DON
They are actually still on the air
if you could believe it.
ERI C
Real | y?
DON

Yes. W al so show a | ot of
docunentari es about Yosemte and
the California gold rush

Ankwar d Beat

DON ( CONT' D)
| know boring. That’'s why |’ m
excited about this show It’'s given
me a new | ook on life. (pause) A
reason to live.

Ankwar d Beat

ERI C
VWell thank you for giving us this
opportunity and I’mglad you found
a reason to go on.

DON

Geat! So before we get this show
on the road there are a few things
to discuss. So we all know with
reality t.v. there is no way to
predict if the showw Il be a hit
or a flop which could affect your
busi ness, you, and your enpl oyees
are perceived. Wien you sign this

( MORE)
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DON (cont’ d)
contract it states that you can’'t
sue us if everyone thinks you are a
di ck because they’ ve watched the

show.

ERI C
Vel |l yeah that seens fair.

DON
Also, we will be filmng every
aspect of your lives, the cafe, and
your staff. | know that it’s a |ot

to take in, a lot pf pressure. Do
you think your enpl oyees are ready
to be fully immersed in this

proj ect ?

Beat

ERI ¢ SAMJUEL
Yeah sure.

DON
Ckay great! Sign here and here.

Eric and Sanuel hi-five each other and hug. They start

si ngi ng the Readi ng Rai nbow t henme song. They try to get Don
into their celebratory dance but he just awkwardly stares at
t hem

FADE OUT
SI X MONTHS LATER
EXT/ I NT. THE BUZZ CAFE- EVENI NG

B-roll of people outside drinking coffee, snoking, having
great conversations. B-roll of people inside drinking coffee
on their |ab tops having conversations.

ERI C(V. Q)
Things are great! Business is
better than ever especially because
of the show.

ERI C TALKI NG HEAD

ERI C ( CONT' D)
It’s been an attraction for people
kinda |i ke the circus (pause) you
can take that as a good thing or
bad thing. | love the circus. |

( MORE)
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ERIC (CONT' D) (cont’d)
think the crewis handling the
success of the business pretty well
but they're still getting use to
bei ng under a magni fyi ng gl ass.

CUT TO
| NT. THE BUZZ CAFE- DAY

A series of shots of the barista’ s being filnmed up cl ose and
personal : the caneraman is in the personal space of barista
Moni que, 28 ( African Anerican, quiet but when pushed can
cut with sarcasn). The caneranman gets closer and closer to
her so close that she burns herself because she is so

di stract ed.

MONI QUE
Real | y? Really? Do you have to be
so close: Filmover there and zoom
in. Wiat are you an anateur?

The canmeraman zoons on Bruce, (20°s a confident versatile
nerd) He is caught picking his nose.

Trice, 24 ( a white girl who has seen too many John

Si ngl eton novies) drops a nuffin on the ground. She | ooks
around then instantly picks it up. The caneraman catches
her.

TRI CE
VWhat ? Fi ve second rul e.

The canera zoons in on Bruce picking his wedgie. He stares
directly at the canera.

BRUCE
Conme on!
BACK TO SCENE
ERI C TALKI NG HEAD
ERI C

It’s going well.
SAMUEL TALKI NG HEAD

SAMUEL
It’s a Train weck.



| NT. THE BUZZ CAFE- EVENI NG

Trice is at the register helping a custonmer. There are a few
people in line. The next person in line is a woman and she
is tal king obnoxiously |oud on the phone. Trice tries to get
her attention.

TRI CE
Mss | can help you.

The woman is clearly not paying attention. Trice is getting
annoyed very qui ckly.

TRI CE( CONT’ D)
Mss, mss | can help you.

Trice notions at the man behi nd her.

TRI CE( CONT’ D)
| can help you sir.

When the man steps up to the register the woman snaps out of
her conversation and cuts off the man.

TRI CE TALKI NG HEAD

TRI CE( CONT’ D)
Real | y? This is my biggest pet
peeve. You can't get off your dunb
ass phone for like two
seconds. (Pause) It’s rude!
Everybody knows | have a tenper and
in the past | would take it too
far.

FLASHBACK
| NT. THE BUZZ CAFE- DAY

A series of shots of people comng up to the register on

t heir phones: Trice grabs a woman’s phone and throws it and
it hits a custoner. Trice stonps on a man’s phone and the
poor man just watches in pure horror. Eric and Sanuel cone
rushing in and carries her away. Eric nouths to the man "W
are so sorry.". Trice grabs a custoners phone and dunks it
in steam ng cup of coffee.

END OF FLASHBACK
TRI CE TALKI NG HEAD

( CONTI NUED)
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TRI CE
" mworking on it!

BACK TO SCENE

The woman is still on her phone and is ordering at the sane
tinme.

VWOIVAN
Un can | have a hal f-caf nonfat no
foam | atte?

Trice just stares at her and picks up her phone and starts
texting. The woman is put off by this.

WOMAN( CONT’ D)
So | want...

She is interrupted by Trice |aughing. She turns around to
Bruce who is at the bar working on drinks.

TRI CE
Hey did you see that youtube video
| sent you about the rapping cat?
So funny.

The woman i s annoyed.

WOVAN
Excuse ne! Are you even..

Interrupted again by Trice.

TRI CE
Excuse nme? Excuse you! (nunbles
under breath)

Bruce is making drinks, staring nervously around. He tries
hard not to get involved.

BRUCE TALKI NG HEAD
BRUCE
Yeah | try not to get involved in
Trice's crazy interactions with
custoners. I'mtired of filing
police reports.
BACK TO SCENE

The woman and Trice have an awkward stare down.
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WOVAN
May | pl ease have a hal f-caf nonfat
no foaml atte?

Trice is still on her phone.

WOVAN( CONT" D)
You know what? | don’t have to take
this rude behavior. 1’m gonna take
nmy busi ness to Starbucks.

TRI CE
VWhat did you say? Don’t ever say
that nanme in here. Next tinme you
w Il have the decency to get off
your phone when you order. Rude!

BEAT

TRI CE( CONT’ D)
happily hel p the next person

wi |
i ne.

I
in

BRUCE TALKI NG HEAD

BRUCE
That was actually the first tine
she wasn’t conpletely out of
control

| NT. THE BUZZ CAFE- DAY

Eric and Sanuel are giving a tour of the cafe to sone
cust omers.

ERIC(V. Q)
|’ mvery proud of this space. It
was ny father’s and when he passed
away he gave it tonme in his will.
It wasn’t doing so well when
inherited it but with sone el bow
grease and a |lot of Sami s noney we
made it into a cool place to hang
out .

ERI C AND SAMUEL TALKI NG HEAD

ERIC(V. Q)
My father’s cafe was very old
fashi oned. To be honest it was old
people central, a living graveyard.
It even started to have that old
peopl e snell.
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SAMUEL
Yeah, it was where ol d peopl e took
naps. Al that was brewed was
decaf, NPR was pl ayed constantly,
there was always a trail of
newspapers | eading to the bathroom
and the snell! Wich was so weird
because your dad was super cool,
al ways smling, generous, and hyped

up.

ERI C
My dad lived his life like a rock
star. He ate steak and eggs, had a
shot a whi skey, and 17 shots of
espresso every day.

SAMUEL
Real | y? Everyday?
ERI C
Yep. He died of EHA
SAMUEL
What ?
ERI C

EHA, espresso heart attack.

SAMUEL
No that doesn’t exist. It was just
a heart attack.

ERI C
Yes it does dude. He had a espresso
heart attack. The first nedica
case in California.

SAMUEL
| think the 17 shots of espresso
did contribute to his attack but it
was al so because he was so

unheal t hy.

ERI C
Its real. Look it up. I wll |ook
it up.

Samuel just | ooks at the canera.



| NT. THE BUZZ CAFE- EVENI NG

Sunny, 23 (bright, blonde beauty who | oves any kind of
attention) is helping a custoner. He is covered in tattoos.

SUNNY
So how i s your day going?

TATTOO GUY
Pretty good. How s yours?

SUNNY
So good! | woke up with a positive
vibe. | found Bizzy, ny cat who was
|l ost for alnost a day. | ate a

great vegan burrito. Life is good.

SUNNY TALKI NG HEAD

SUNNY
| was hired about three nonths ago.
Its a cool place to work. | get to

have awesone conversations with
interesting people and | get free
coffee all day. | love it! | bring
a carefree, positive charismtic
feel to this place which is needed.

| nmean | | ove everybody who works
here but there are a few negative
Nancy’ s sone dick Dave’'s . |I'mglad

| can contribute ny upbeat
personality to the cafe because |I'm
terrible at making coffee but I'm
getting there.

BACK TO THE SCENE
SUNNY( CONT’ D)
So why do you have tattoos on your
face? Way woul d you do that?

TATTOO GUY
Unl don’t knowreally. | was just
a out of control kid.

SUNNY
Yeah, that’s crazy!

Moni que is making drinks at the bar. She stares at the
camera wWith a annoyed expression on her face.

MONI QUE TALKI NG HEAD
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MONI QUE
Sunny is cool. She brings in hella
tips which is awesone. She gets in
peopl es personal space. It can be
annoyi ng and frustrating someti nes.

BACK TO SCENE

SUNNY
|’ msorry to be rude asking you al
t hese personal questions its just
interesting that soneone who has a
decent | ooking face would
permanently mark it, you know?

TATTOO GUY
Yeah | know, just a dunmb kid with
anger issues.

BEAT

TATTOO GUY( CONT’ D)
So what’'s the total ?

SUNNY
My friend Josh was gonna get a
tattoo on his face and I said to
him "No! If you ever get a face
tattoo | will never talk to you
again.” And I’ve known hi m since
ki ndergarten. (Pause) So | have a
tattoo. Do you want to guess where
it is?

TATTOO GQUY
(uninterested) Unl don’t know.

MONI QUE TALKI NG HEAD

MONI QUE
She is kind of an attenti on whore.

BACK TO SCENE

TATTOO GUY
So what do | owe?

SUNNY
What? Ch I'"msorry | spaced. You
owe 3.50. Thank you. Have a great
ni ght .

Sunny turns around to Mbni que.
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SUNNY
That’s too bad he was ki nda cute.

| NT. THE BUZZ CAFE- NI GHT

Eric, Samuel and the whole crew are in the theater room
having a neeting after closing. Everyone |ooks tired and

angry.

ERI C
Sorry for having this nmeeting so
late but it is needed.

Casey, 21 (a stoner bro but is also a sweet gentl enan)
rai ses his hand.

ERI C ( CONT' D)
Yes Casey.

CASEY
Wiy are we here?

SAMUEL
Well we haven't had a neeting since
the filmcrew has arrived and we
just want to know how you guys are
feeling about everything.

ERI C
Yeah its cool to feel however you
want. W just don’t want anyone to
expl ode because of sone unresol ved
enotion. So here is the space to be
frank about how you feel about the
situation.

MONI QUE
Vell no, we actually can’t be
honest about how we feel because of
them (pointing at the caneranen)
They are everywhere, and in our
personal space all the tine.

The canmeraman zoons in on Sunny’s boobs.
MONI QUE( CONT’ D)
You said when we signed the
contract that they would be here a
few hours a week.

Everyone agrees with her frustration.
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CONTI NUED: 12.

TRI CE
True dat! | know they have been
followng nme after work. It's hella

creepy.
CUT TO
EXT. APARTMENT COVPLEX- NI GHT
POV of the caneraman he is behind a bush.
Trice is texting on her phone outside the apartnent conplex.

Josh, 20’s ( very sketchy) cones out with a backpack. He
unzips it and reveals two manil a envel ops.

JOSH
Hey Tri ce.

TRI CE
VWhad up?

JOSH

So what are you in the nood for
tonight? H gh's or Low s?

TRI CE
Bitch you know what | want ?( Pause)
Hi gh’ s pl ease.

The caneraman nmakes a noise. Trice hears the noise and turns
around and stares down the caneraman.

TRI CE( CONT’ D)
Gots to go!

She snatches the envel ope out of Josh’s hands and runs off.

JOSH
Hey! Coneback! You forgot the
exchange!

Josh stares at the canera.

JOSH( CONT’ D)
(whispers) | wll always | ove you.

BACK TO SCENE

BRUCE
So are we gonna get a raise for al
this? It’s been crazy busy, we are
wor ki ng harder, and not only do we
have to make drinks but we have to

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

BRUCE (cont’ d)
worry how we | ook while we are
meki ng the drinks. It’'s stressful.

ERI C
We hear you. Go on.
SAMUEL
You will all get a huge bonus at

t he begi nning of year for all of
your hard work.

SUNNY
| think its been great. It’'s like
being in a play but livelier. | do

| ook good on screen.

MONI QUE
VWait how do you know what you | ook
i ke? The show hasn’t aired yet.

SUNNY
Ch | hung out with the canmera guys
and they showed ne sone footage.

Everyone stares at t he caner anen.

TRI CE
Real |y Sunny? That is a new | ow.

SUNNY
What ? Not hi ng happened.

ERI C
(smrks) Mnl doubt that.

SUNNY
Shut up Eric!

Everyone | aughs.
ERI C TALKI NG HEAD

ERI C
Me and Sunny had a thing a few
years ago. She worked at the
Pretzel Shop in the mall. W
started to chat a little and an
hour later I knew why her nane was
Sunny if you know what | nean.

SUNNY TALKI NG HEAD

( CONTI NUED)
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SUNNY
| thought he was sweet so | gave
hima free pretzel and then he
tried to touch nmy boob.

BACK TO SCENE

SAMUEL
Ckay guys settle down. Sunny I
apol ogi ze for Eric’s remark.
(pause) Who am | kidding? W al
know you probably did the cameranen
so lets nove on

Sunny has a di sgusted | ook on her face.

ERI C

Look guys | know it has been weird
t hese past nonths but we are a
team We have been in this for a
long tinme and | don’t want to | ose
anyone of you because of this show.
| need you all to be cool. Because
we are cool. The show hasn’'t even
aired and we are local celebrities.

TRI CE

Yeah it has been a little cool.
Sone | ady stopped ne on the street
and said, "Aren’t you that girl
that works at the cafe in Tower?"
And | said, "Yes." And she said
made her the worst latte of her
life.

ERI C
What a nice thing to say.

CASEY
| think she was bei ng sarcastic.

BEAT

MONI QUE
| don’t know if |I feel confortable
wor ki ng here anynore. It’s too
awkward and that is comng fromthe
person that radiates awkwardness.

ERI C
(thi nki ng) Okay, okay, alright Sam
and | have a proposition for you
all.
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SAMUEL
What ? We never discussed anyt hi ng.

ERI C
| f you guys don’t bail you all wll
be part owners of The Buzz.

SAMUEL
Unwait a sec | don't think I'm
down for that.

Everyone perks up at the sound of the idea.

CASEY
Real | y? That woul d be awesone.

CASEY TALKI NG HEAD

CASEY
The only thing that I own is ny
1997 Ford 150 pick up and ny dad' s
ol d Mexi can propaganda bottle caps.
In 10 years it will be worth a
t housand bucks. Cha- chi ng!

BACK TO SCENE

ERI C
Ckay hear ne out. You all will be
part owners, your own boss. 1’ve
grown to love you all, even you

Sunny. And | want you to be with us
until the end. Well until we get
shut down for health code

vi ol ati ons.

TRI CE
I’min. That sounds hella legit.

Everyone agrees.

ERI C
Awesone! This is going to be great,
| know it.

SAMUEL

(to Eric) W are gonna have to talk
about his later.

ERI C
Hey! Let’'s grab a beer. Spokeasy?

Everyone gestures "Sure."
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BRUCE
(manly grow ) Yes! Beer!

EXT. SPOKEASY- NI GHT- LATER
Eric is in front of the bar talking to the caneraman.

ERI C
Spokeasy is a cool beer bar in
Tower. The closing crew usually
cones here to chill after a |ong
day of work, vent about rude
custoners. It’s our Cheers.

Eric enters the bar.
| NT. SPOKEASY- NI GHT- LATER

The bar has a decent crowd full of young hipsters and ol d

hi ppies. The crewis in the back area which has ol d arcade
ganmes including a ice-ball machine. It seens |like they re on
their second or third beer. Everyone is |oose, |aughing and
telling stories. Eric gets up.

ERI C
| need anot her. Anyone up for
anot her beer?

BRUCE
| do.

Eric heads to the bar and Sam fol | ows.

SAMUEL

Hey we need to have a di scussion.
ERI C

About what ?
SAMUEL

About what? Um about you telling
the crew that they have ownership
of OUR busi ness.

ERI C

You don’t think it’s a great idea?
SAMUEL

No not really. | don't feel

confortable with Trice being at the
register for nore than thirty

m nutes w thout going insane on a
customer. So how can | trust her
with the cafe?
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ERI C
(smrks) True. But she does bring a
real ness to the cafe that sets
apart.

SAMUEL
(laughi ng) Yeah sure if that’s the
way you want to put it. (pause) But
seriously I don’t want to give away
OUR baby. W put so nmuch work into
it.

ERI C
Yeah | get it but | ook, nost of us
graduated formcollege, there is no
work and we all had to work at sou
sucking jobs the were not entirely
fulfilling. It’s a bumer. W have
an opportunity to change that.
G ving them a piece of the business
states that they matter. That
comng to this place five days out
of the week and working their asses
off matters.

SAMUEL
Yeah, yeah you're right. They
deserve it. (pause) That was
beauti ful man. You al ways surprise
ne.

Moni que sneaks up behind Sam and Eric.

MONI QUE
What’ s the hold up? Coneback to the
table Casey is telling a story
about hissing Harry.

ERI C
(1 aughi ng) Wiich one? There is so
many.

MONI QUE

| just want to say that you guys
are really cool to share the
busi ness with us. Thank you. It
really nmeans a | ot.

ERI ¢ SAMUEL
No thank you./ No probl em

Moni que wal ks to the back and Sam and Eric wal k slowy
behi nd her.
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SAMUEL
So we are really doing this?

ERI C
Yep, we are.

FADE QOUT:

| NT. THE BUZZ CAFE- DAY

Trice is cleaning the counter when a customer conmes up to
her .

LADY
Hello, I was wondering if | could
talk to the owner? | have a
guesti on about booki ng an event
her e.

Trice just smles at the lady for a awkward second and turns
to the canmera and sm |l es.

FADE TO BLACK



