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| NT. HODGES FAM LY HOVE - KI TCHEN. EVEN NG 1
1A. I N BLACK:

FAM LY
(sung, V.0QO)
Happy Birthday to you-

1B. CUT TO

Two passports nove over a counter. A second later a pair of
badges mar ked PRESS ACCESS are handed back.

1A, CUT TO

JOE HODGES(27) hangs back, texting on his phone as his
famly are gathered around a big wood dining table. At the
head is POP (Phillip), 60, with a candl e-covered cake in
front of him This is intercut with the opening credits.

FAM LY
Happy Birthday to you.

1C. CUT TO

Joe shakes hands with LI EUTENANT DANI EL BURKE, 27. Then VIKI
MATTHEWS, 30, Joe’s canera operator does the same. They pile
into a mlitary vehicle.

FAM LY
(V.0)
Happy birthday-
1A. CUT TO

Back in the household, Joe is distracted, ignoring his
famly.

FAM LY
(Cont’ d)
Dear Pop (-Phillip).
1D. CUT TO

The mlitary vehicle holding Joe drives past a road sign
t hat says "Baghdad" in English and Arabic.

FAM LY
(V.0)
Happy Birt hday
1A. CUT TO

Back in the hone a cake is set on the table in front of Pop.
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FAM LY
-to youl

Pop bl ows out the candles. Hi s wfe, CATHY(53) and daughter
ELI ZABETH (20) smle and | augh. Joe is still texting.

CUT TGO

Everyone is mlling around eating cake. Joe is stil
checking his phone. Credits have ended by now Elizabeth
comes up to Joe and takes the phone out of his hand.

JOE
Hey!

ELI ZABETH
Nuh- uh.

Joe reaches for his phone, Elizabeth doesn't give it up yet.
She offers hima plate of cake instead.

JCE
|”ve got a trip.

ELI ZABETH
You just want your phone back.

She insists on the cake and Joe takes it. He pauses and
| ooks over at pop. Elizabeth notices.

ELI ZABETH
Have you told hinf

JCE
| - not yet.

El i zabet h hands Joe his phone back. He takes it and wal ks
over to Pop.

POP
Hey, Joey. (Pause) Lost your phone?

Pop smles, but then he realizes that this is serious.

I NT. SITTI NG ROOM NI GHT. 2
Pop and Joe are facing each other.

POP
| raq?
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JOE
Tonor r ow.

Pop processes this.

POP
You want to get yourself killed for
that stupid TV show?

JCE
| won’t get killed. Besides, this
isnt for Star Scene. This is
bi gger.

Pop doesn’t | ook convi nced.
JCOE

I"mfinally covering sone rea
news. A story that neans sonething

to ne.
POP
What story is that?
JCE
It’s about the Don’t Ask Don’t Tel
repeal .
POP

What does that nean to you?

JCE
You really don’t know?

Pop shakes his head, but he may just suspect-

JOE
| m gay, Pop.
POP
Joey-
JOE
That’s why | wanted to do this
story.
POP

(Pause, then-)
That’s a hell of a thing to tell ne
and then run off.
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JOE

That’ s what you have to say to ne?
POP

What should | say?
JOE

You know what, | should go. | have

an early flight.

He wal ks out quickly, |eaving Pop frustrated and confused.

EXT. CAMP. DAY. 3
Joe, Viki and Daniel are wal king along toward the canp.

JOE
VWhat’'s our first interview?

VI KI
(For the 10th tinme)
Captain James. 10 am t onorrow.

JOE
Ckay. CGot it.

Vi ki doesn’t believe him

JCE
(Cont’ d)
No, really, |I’ve got it.

Joe trots ahead to catch up with Daniel.

JOE
Hey, Daniel- You don’t mind if |
call you Daniel?

DANI EL
Honestly, | prefer you didn't, sir.

JCE
O then, Danny-

Dani el scow s.
JOE

-Daniel. Did you know Sergeant
Lewi s?
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DANI EL
Staff Sergeant- and with all due
respect, I'’mnot interested in

getting involved wth your work.
|"mjust follow ng orders.

JCE
Ri ght. Okay. (Pause) Well then,
could you at least point me to the
near est coffee shop?

Dani el stops and | ooks over at Joe in confusion. Finally Joe
cracks a smle, then laughs. It gets Daniel to smle

DANI EL
Yes, sir; it's right beside the
st eak house.

JOE
Fant asti c.

DANI EL
Wait here. I"mgoing to grab the
second wai ver for you.

VI Kl
Great. Thank you.

3A.

Joe | ooks over to where a trio of soldiers are playing
basketball with a cut open bucket nailed to sonething
sturdy; ZIPLINE, 24- and a worman, WH SKEY, 20- but nassi ve,
and STRI KER, 22. Wi skey | ooks over at Viki and whistles
just quiet enough that she can’t hear.

VHI SKEY
Shit, if I knew a | ady was coni ng
|’ d have shaved ny balls.

Zipline throws the basketball at Whiskey's head. He swats it
awnay.

Z| PLI NE
Shavi ng your balls woul dn’t make
you any | ess ugly.

Striker notices Joe.
STRI KER

Hey, aren’t you the guy from"Star
Scene?"
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JCE
You get that out here?
STRI KER
Internet, man. | want to know what

AQivia Wlde is up to, you know?

Joe grins, eating up the attention. Daniel reenerges from
the tent with sone papers. He hands them off to Viki.

| NT. TENT. DAY. 4

CAPTAI N JAMES, a stern mlitary man with an inposing air, is
sitting in his tent in front of a tactical map. Joe is at
his side. Viki is across fromthem | ooking at the viewinder
on the canera. She’s recording. The perspective changes back
and forth fromthe normal shots to | ooking through Viki’s
caner a.

CAPTAI N JAMES
Staff Sergeant Lewi s never should
have enli st ed.

JCE
He enlisted for the same reason you
did, he just wanted to serve his
country.

CAPTAI N JAMES
It was a good intention. Good
intentions don't win wars.

JCE
Good sol diers do. Wasn't
recruitment dangerously | ow
recently?

CAPTAI N JAMES
We need honest soldiers, or we
m ght as well not have any soldiers

at all.

JOE
Sergent Lewis only |ied because he
had to.

CAPTAI N JAMES
No one has to lie. Ever. Every
aspect of mlitary training is a
test. Not only of skill, but of
character. | won’t be around fol ks
| can’t trust, nor would | expect
that of ny nen.
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JCE
The policy wasn't a test. It was-

CAPTAI N JAMES
In the matter of Staff Sergeant
Lewis’ dismssal, it doesn't matter
what the policy was, what matters
is what he did. He enlisted in the
face of that policy and he chose to
abide it. You tell nme what that
says about his character.

JCE
That isn't right.

CAPTAI N JAMES
Because he’s gay? Shoul d he be
treated differently than any ot her
sol di er?

Joe is baffl ed.

CAPTAI N JAMES
He broke the rules, and |ike any
sol di er who breaks the rules, he
was dealt with appropriately.

Joe | ooks fl ustered.

I NT. MESS HALL. DAY. 5

Striker, Wiskey and sonme other soldiers are sitting in the
nmess, eating. Daniel is at a table with, but away from Joe
and Viki who in the mddle of a discussion/argunent.

VI KI
What did you expect? For himto be
nice to you?

During that exchange, Zipline cones over and sits down
bet ween Joe and Striker. Joe smles at her, she sm | es back.

JOE
Sonmeone’s in a good nood.
ZI PLI NE
Yes, sir. A bit a privacy wll do

that for you out here.

Joe looks a little confused. Zi pline |ooks at himand nakes
a lewd gesture with her fingers.
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VWH SKEY
Wiy do wonen nasturbate? It’s a
fucki ng waste. CGot a horny pussy?
|’mhere to lick the fuck out of
it.

ZI PLI NE

(quietly)
|’d rather let a dog lick my cunt.

STRI KER
Hey, Star Scene, you bring any
pornos with you?

JOE
Un no, but if | had | don't think
you' d want them

STRI KER
Why not ?

JCE
Cause they’d be full of nen.

STRI KER
Ch!  (Laughs) -

While Striker responds, Wi skey drops his fork with a | oud
" CLANK" .

VWH SKEY
Shit.

Dani el tenses. Everyone el se | ooks over at Wi skey. He is
| ooki ng down.

JCE
| s there a problenf

Wi skey turns slowy and | ooks at Joe.

VWH SKEY
Lost ny appetite.

Wi skey takes his tray and | eaves the table.
| NT. TENT. EVEN NG 6

The next interviewis Zipline. She’'s seated confortably with
her helnet in her lap. Her head is down as she thinks.
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ZI PLI NE
Staff Sergeant Lewis gave years to
the mlitary. He risked his life
countless tinmes. | trusted him
conpletely- 1 still would.

JOE
Do you think his orientation
conprom sed his affectiveness as a
sol di er?

Zl PLI NE
It didn’t nmake a damm bit of
difference as far as | know. Hell
|"’mattracted to men and it’s not a
probl em for ne.

JCE
Thank you, Specialist Ryley.

Vi ki stops recording. Zipline takes a deep breath.

Zl PLI NE
Of the record; | think the whole
fucking ness is a disgrace.

EXT. CAMP. DAY. 7

Joe has his | aptop open. His wireless nodemis plugged in
and he’s trying to connect. Wi skey wal ks by and gl ares
menaci ngly at Joe. The Skype connect sound cones through the
conmputer, startling him

JCE
Final ly.

7A. The call connects and Elizabeth is on the conputer
screen. She sm |l es.

JOE
Hey, little sis.

ELI ZABETH
Joey! Hey! Howis it?

JOE
Hot, sandy. Like you d expect a
desert to be. How s everyone at
hone?
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ELI ZABETH
We're good. Worried. We m ss you.

JCE
No need to worry. It’s totally safe
out here. Hey, ah, how s Pop?

ELI ZABETH
Fi ne.

JCE
He say anything to you?

ELI ZABETH
Not yet. Joey, you shouldn’t have
wai ted so | ong-

Dani el approaches. Joe waves himover and cuts Elizabeth
of f.

JCE
Hey, Ellie, thisis ny mlitary
escort, Daniel. Daniel, this is ny
sister, Ellie. Say hi.

DANI EL
MR’ am

ELI ZABETH
Ooh, wow. Hell o.

JCE
Yeah, he’s hot, right?

Daniel is startled by that, but Joe ignores him

JCE
Anyway, | should go, but tel
everyone |'ll be fine and I do | ove
you guys.

ELI ZABETH

Xk, Joey, be safe.

JCE
I will.

Joe closes the laptop and turns to Daniel.

JOE
Yessir.

Dani el can’t help but smle at Joe.
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DANI EL
Tonmorrow at 0800 we’'re going on a
run. Just delivering food, but it’s
sonething away fromthe canp if
you' re interested.

JOE
Yeah, ok. I'min.

Dani el starts to wal k of f.

DANI EL
Don't be late.
JCE
| won’t.
DANI EL
You sleep in; we'll |eave you.

Joe smiles and packs up his | aptop.

| NT. TENT. DAY. 8

KI MBERLY KERR, 26, all professionalismand mlitary posture
addresses the canera.

JOE
Do you believe that a gay sol dier
can’t have good noral s?

KERR
| think his norals are strained if
that's the lifestyle he’s pursuing.

JOE
Did Sergeant Lewi s engage in any
i nappropriate conduct while he was
her e?

KERR
No. Not to ny know edge.

JOE
So what did his orientation matter?

KERR
- 1 truly couldn’t answer that.
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10

12.

| NT. TENT. EVEN NG 9
THROUGH THE CAMNMERA:
PRI VATE COLLINS, 19, |ooks into the canera, then.

COLLI NS
| haven’t been here long, but you
get close to people fast. | felt

like I knew Staff Sergeant Lew s-
that I knew who he was. Finding
out- | nean, | don’t have a problem
wi th gay people- But to not know?
That was- It’s unconfortable to say
t he | east.

EXT. SMALL VI LLI AGE. DAY. 10

Joe is sitting on a pallet with his sunglasses and his

hel mret and vest on. He | ooks |i ke he could be napping.
Soldiers distribute rations to a line of Iraqgi wonmen near
by. Viki- also in helnet and vest- is getting footage.
Finally Joe, stretches and starts to wander around. Of to
the side there is a CH LD, 4-12. The child s MOTHER, is
calling to himin Arabic, but the kid is having fun. Joe
wal ks cl oser and waves at the child. The child waves back
and then runs to the other side of a wall as if playing hide
and seek. Joe smrks and just nakes it to the edge of the
wal I, then-

BANG

Wth a flash of Iight and the deafening sound, everything
goes white.

Joe is on the ground, sprayed with dirt and debris. H's

hel met has tunbled off and as he rolls over, his sunglasses
do the sane. Snoke rises fromthe other side of the wall,
where the child had been. Joe’s ears are ringing fromthe
blast. He rolls onto his side and sees Daniel holding on the
boy’s nother as she struggles to break free.

DANI EL
(Unhear d)
Ma’ aml Ma’ am stop- you can’t.
Ryl ey! Tell this wonman she can’t go
after him

Zipline(Anber) is already there- she speaks to the wonman in
Arabic. The woman is yelling and shaki ng her head. She still
struggles to break free. Zipline continues to try and cal m
her down. Viki is on one knee getting coverage of all this.
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Joe stunbles to his feet and staggers toward the gap in the
wal | . He shakes his head and his hearing suddenly returns.

DANI EL
Joe! Get the fuck back

JOE
"’ mgoing to get himout.

DANI EL
That’ s not your job!

Joe stops advancing, but he is |ooking at where the child is
| ayi ng.

JOE
Shit.

Joe takes a nonment.

WHI SKEY
A shot to the leg will stop him
from goi ng out there.

DANI EL
(To Wi skey)
Shut your mouth. (To Joe) Joe. GCet
back or so help ne | will make you
nove.

Joe stands there a nonent, debating on what he shoul d do.
Finally he turns and staggers along the wall. He | eans
heavily against the wall and slides down. In the background,
Dani el is managing the situation, the nother wails in
Zipline’s arnms, Striker is on the radio. Whiskey and two

ot her SOLDI ERS nanage the crowd. Viki alternates between

| ooki ng through her canmera and | ooki ng over at Joe. Joe
doesn’t |l ook at any of them He stares off.

EXT. CAMP. DAY. 11

Joe is washing his shirt in a bucket washer outside his
tent. \Wiskey approaches him He | oons over Joe and spits
sone chew to the side. Joe | ooks up at him

JCE
Can | help you?

Wi skey stays there. Silent. Joe goes back to his laundry,
but after a nonent he | ooks up agai n. Wi skey | ooks back,
then spits in the laundry bucket. Joe | ooks at the anber
spit floating on the suds.
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JCE
You' re not so happy wth ne.

Si | ence.

JCE
Yeah? Take it up with the Captain.
He agreed to bring nme out here.

Wi skey steps closer and kicks over the bucket.
abruptly to avoid the spill.

JOE
Jesus!

Joe lunges at Wi skey. Wi skey pushes hi m back,
Joe by the shirt and gets in his face.

VHI SKEY
You want to tell me how to do ny
fucking job? W' ve risked our
LI VES. You understand what that
nmeans?

14.

Joe stands

t hen grabs

While this is happening, Daniel- who has heard the scuffle,

rushes out and separates the two.

DANI EL
Hey, back the fuck off! What is
your problem Barrett?

WHI SKEY
Sir, I do not like this faggot in
our canp.

DANI EL

You wat ch your damm nouth when you
speak to ne.

V\HI SKEY
He’ s been in our way, Lieutenant.
(At Joe) He’'s here to nmake us | ook
i ke asshol es.

JCE
Maybe you are an asshol e.

Wi skey | unges at Joe threateningly, Daniel pushes him back.

DANI EL
Hey! Hey! (To Wi skey) Go take a
wal k. Cool off.

Wi skey stares down Joe. Then | ooks at Daniel.
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VHI SKEY
Yes, sir.

Wi skey takes a breath to conpose hinself and wal ks of f.
Dani el taps Joe on the arm

DANI EL
(To Joe)
You al right?

Joe nods. He reaches down and rights the bucket, then plops
his now dust-encrusted shirt in the bottom

JOE
He nake it?
DANI EL
(Hesi t at es)

The chil d? He was breat hing when we
| oaded himi n.

Joe rubs the heels of his hands agai nst his eyes.

JOE
| was trying to help him

DANI EL
You coul d have gotten bl own up ass
to eyeballs. You were being a
fucking idiot.

Joe picks up the bucket.

JOE
| have to get some nore water

He start to wal k off, but Daniel takes a hold of Joe’'s arm
Joe freezes in place. He | ooks Daniel in the eye.

DANI EL
" m not your eneny. W have nore in
comon than you think

Joe is about to shrug that off, but Daniel neans it. The
realization comes to Joe and he | ooks at where Daniel is
hol ding onto his arm Instantly Daniel pulls his hand away.

DANI EL
That’s not what | nmeant.

JOE
Tell me I’mwong. Lie to ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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DANI EL
|’ ma sol dier out here; nothing
nore or | ess.

JCE
When you go hone?

DANI EL
|1l be happy to be alive.

JCE
You' || be alone. Al your training
better prepare you for that.

That hits Daniel hard. He takes a second, then shrugs it
of f.

DANI EL
It’s better no one knows. W al
make sacrifices for bigger things.
Ri ght ?

Joe considers this, but doesn’'t know if he agrees.

| NT. TENT. EVEN NG 12

THROUGH THE CAMERA we see Wi skey. He speaks carefully, and
control | ed.

VWH SKEY
| don’t |like gays. | don’t trust
t hem

He takes a breath and cracks his neck. He doesn’'t | ook at
t he canmera when he says:

WHI SKEY
(Cont’ d)
The policy shouldn’t have been
"don’t ask don't tell"”, it should

be "find out and get themthe fuck
away fromus."

Joe and Whi skey gl are at each ot her.

JOE
Does it affect the conbat?

Though he doesn’t get any | ouder, Wi skey |oses sone of the

control over the enption in his voice. This is his chance to
expl ain- to convince Anerica why this is such a bad idea...
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VWH SKEY
O course it does. It affects
everything they do. You think
want a defective sol di er watching
my back?

JCE
D d you say defective?

VHI SKEY
Sonething is wong in your heads.
They shouldn’t be allowed to serve.

Qutside of the interview canera we see that Daniel has been
off to the side, watching Joe get this interview H's face
hardly gives anything away as he pulls on his hat and wal ks
out .

| NT. TENT. DAY. 13

STRI KER
Shit man, | don't care where he
sticks his junk as long as he can
shoot straight.

| NT. TENT. EVEN NG 14

Joe is laying on his cot, fully dressed with his arm sl ung
across his eyes. Viki enters with her canera bag.

VI Kl
You're not going to sleep |like that
are you?

She sets the bag on her cot.

JCE
Not if | don’t sleep.

She sits on her cot.
VI Kl
You know I went hone early |ast
time | was here. ..
Joe noves his armfromhis face and | ooks over at her.

JCE
|’ ve heard that, yeah
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VI Kl
What you don’t hear is that it’'s
because a car bonmb went off when
Thomas and | were in Baghdad. He
took a piece of shrapnel to the

| eq.

JOE
That supposed to nmake ne feel
better?

VI Kl

Count your bl essings when you have
them It could have been you on
t hat | andm ne.

Joe lets that thought sink in. He sits up.

JOE
Jesus, Viki, what am | doing here?

VI Kl
You tell me.

JCE
- I don’t even know anynore.

VI Kl
W can’t save everyone, we can only
show people the truth

JOE
But what if we can’'t? Wat if the
truth is right there but it just
won't let itself be told?

Vi ki considers this and doesn’t have an answer for him

VI Kl
You shoul d get some sl eep.

She gets up and wal ks behind a hal f-assed privacy curtain to
change into her sleeping clothes. Joe takes a nonent, then
fl ops over on the cot, tucking his arns beneath his pillow
when he does, he notices a slip of paper that had been put
under the pillow. He sits up as he pulls the note out and

gl ances over to the privacy curtain. Viki is still behind
it. Joe reads the note.

On the paper: Latrine at 0030. Cone al one.

Joe checks his watch and shoves the note in his pocket.
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JCE
You know, you're right, Viki. I
think I’"mgoing to get sone sl eep.

VI Kl
Good. You'll feel a world better in
t he norni ng.

Joe | ooks over at the canera bag.

EXT. LATRINE. NI GHT. 15

Through the canera, we see the latrine on night vision. Joe
is alone with the gear strapped onto him No one is around.
Joe turns off the canmera and | ooks around. He puts the
camera back in the bag. Maybe this isn’'t a professional
call...

JOE
(whi spered)
Dani el ?

Suddenly soneone tackles himfrombehind, pulling a t-shirt
over his head.

VWH SKEY
You're out |ate.

Wi skey punches Joe in the kidney and he goes down. The
canera bag falls off Joe’s shoul der and Wi skey kicks it
past the latrines, then descends on Joe with a knee in his
back.

VWHI SKEY
You want to tell me how to fight ny
war, faggot?

Whi skey straddl es the back of Joe’s neck and hunps the back
of his head, crushing his face into the dirt. The t-shirt
slips off of Joe’s head. Joe struggl es.

VHI SKEY
This what you were | ooking for?
Huh? Like it?

He gets off Joe and turns himonto his side with his boot.
Joe spits dirt. Wiskey kicks himin the gut and Joe doubl es
over in pain.

VWHI SKEY

You don’t bel ong out here. Stick
around any | onger -
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Wi skey rests his boot on the top of Joe’ s head.

VWHI SKEY
And next tine you won’'t wal k away.

He wal ks off as Joe rolls on the floor in pain.

| NT. TENT. DAY

CAPTAI N JAMES
You have mny assurance, we wll f
out who did this and see to it t
he’ s puni shed.

i nd
hat

JOE
| know who did it.

CAPTAI N JAMES
It’s pitch black out there at
night. No star of Bethlehemin
this place. You telling me if |
lined up all mny soldiers and had
each one of them whisper in you
ear, "hey, pretty boy, take your
faggot ass and go hone", you could
tell nme whose whi sper you heard
bef ore your bell got rung?

JOE
It’s the sane guy that’s been
harassing nme since | got here.

CAPTAI N JAMES
Anyone el se being harassed? A
sol di er maybe? You' re paid to be
an observant fellow, willing to say
you observed anything Iike that?

JCE
VWhat are you getting at?

CAPTAI N JAMES
Where was Lieutenant Burke when you
had your "all eged incident of
bi as"?

JCE
No idea. In his bunk I'd guess.

CAPTAI N JAMES
Not with you?

20.

16

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

21.

JCE
What the hell is that supposed to
mean?

CAPTAI N JAMES
He’ s supposed to | ook after you.

JOE
You told himto.

CAPTAI N JAMES
| thought you two woul d get al ong.

The realization sinks in.

JCE
You son of a bitch. You set himup
and now you want me to sell him
out .

CAPTAI N JAMES
Thi nk very carefully about the next
thing you tell me. Particularly if
it’s sonething I don’t already know
in an official way.

JCE
| don’t know anything that you
don’ t know.

CAPTAI N JAMES
Then it sounds |ike you' ve had
exactly enough tinme here to get
your story, doesn't it?

JOE
VWhat was that? A threat?

CAPTAI N JAMES
" m | ooking out for your safety.

JOE
Li eutenant Burke is one of your
best sol diers.

Janes is silent. He stares Joe down.

JCE
And he’s straight. Ok?

Janes continues to stare Joe down.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOE
For a fact. So back off.

Janes nods.
CAPTAI N JAMES
Thank you, M. Hodges. | appreciate
your assessnent. (pause) Have a
safe trip back to the states.

Joe gets up and wal ks out of the tent.

EXT. CAMP. EVEN NG

Joe is sitting off by hinself nursing his wounds. Dani el

17

approaches him Joe | ooks over and Dani el sees the bruising

of Joe’'s face. They are quiet for a nonent, then:

DANI EL
| renmenber going fishing with ny
dad. (Daniel sits near Joe) It was
just after ny nomran off so he and
| didn’t talk nuch. 1 remenber him
saying that | was the nost
inportant thing in his life. He
believed | could be anyt hing.

Joe | ooks over at Daniel, but says nothing.

DANI EL
My col |l ege noney ended up in a
vodka bottle. Sonetinmes it payed
the rent. Anyway, it was gone by
the tine | graduated high school.

JCE
Wiy are you telling ne this?

DANI EL
| want you to understand why |’ m
out here. Because doing this was
better than giving up.

JCE
" m | eavi ng.
DANI EL
What ?
JOE
Captain Janmes wants ne out. |I’'m
guessing that in a few m nutes
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 23.

JOE (cont’d)
you' re going to get orders to drive
Vi ki and nme back to Baghdad.

DANI EL
Shit. Joe, I'msorry.

JOE
Just- Save it, okay?

Dani el gl ances around, then hesitantly reaches out to Joe
who shrugs himoff.

JOE
Back off! Just | eave ne al one.

Dani el gets to his feet, |ooks Joe over, then finally wal ks
of f. Joe puts his head in his hands.

18 | NT. HOTEL. EVEN NG 18

Joe is sitting at the desk in his hotel room literally
staring at the clock. H's bags are scattered around- he’'s
just gotten to the hotel. The m nute changes and Joe’s head
drops. There's a knock at his door.

JCE
Com ng.

He's expecting Viki, but it turns out to be Daniel.

JCE
Didn't you | eave?

DANI EL
| al nost did.

JOE
Come i n.

He steps aside and Daniel wal ks in. When he settles, he
t akes one | ooks at Joe and then-

DANI EL
You know what, forget it.

He heads for the door, but Joe gets in the way.

JCOE
Wait. Talk to ne.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 24.

DANI EL
| m not com ng out.

JOE
Dani el -

DANI EL
But you were right; I won't be in
conbat forever-

JOE
Captai n Janmes knows.

Dani el is blindsided by that.

DANI EL
What ?

JOE
He wanted ne to confirmit. That’'s
why he picked you to | ook after ne.
He set you up.

DANI EL
There’s no way. |'’mcareful. |’ve
wor ked hard to keep this quiet-

JOE
Hey, hey, hey; don’'t worry.

He takes Daniel by the arns.

JCE
(Cont’ d)
Don't worry. | told himyou were
straight.
DANI EL

What - ? You-? Wiy woul d you do that?

JCE
| guess | nade a sacrifice for
sonet hi ng bi gger.

DANI EL
Everyt hi ng- Every single choice
|’ ve ever nade..

JCE
Has been for soneone el se?

Dani el nods. Joe puts his hands on Daniel’s neck. Daniel

instinctively starts to shy away fromthe contact- but he
doesn’t pull back. Joe leans in close to him

( CONTI NUED)



19

CONTI NUED: 25.

JCE
Change t hat.

Daniel is tenpted- so tenpted, but also terrified.

JCE
(Cont’ d)
You can change that. (Joe nobves
even closer- tenpting.) Right
now. . .

Joe waits. He makes Dani el choose to close the distance
between themand initiate the kiss. The initial contact is
hesitant, but everything feels so right that it changes into
passi on.

FADE QUT.

EXT. HODGES FAM LY HOMVE. AFTERNOON. 19
FADE | N.
Joe is on his phone, walking up to the front door.

JCE
Thanks, G ndy. Merry Chri stnas.

Daniel is walking with him Joe hangs up.

DANI EL
So?

JCE
So Staff Sergeant "Wiskey" Barrett
has just received his dishonorable
di schar ge.

DANI EL
And Captain Janes?

JOE
They can’t touch himright now
There’s no proof of his bias.

DANI EL
I’min the mlitary and I don’t get
that much information

JOE
Maybe you just don’t ask

Joe smirks. Daniel rolls his eyes. Joe has stopped by the
door- he’'s stalling. Daniel knocks for him

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 26.

DANI EL
Hey, don’t worry.

Dani el reaches over and take’s Joe’s hand just as Elizabeth
opens the door. They junp, letting go of each others’ hands.

ELI ZABETH
Hey!

JOE
Hi .
She hugs Joe, then | ooks at Daniel.
ELI ZABETH
Hey! Daniel. It’s so good to
finally nmeet you

Dani el offers his hand- Elizabeth hugs hi minstead.

DANI EL
You t 0o.
ELI ZABETH
VWll, come on in. Dnner is al nost
r eady.
They enter the house.
| NT. HODGES FAM LY HOVE. EVEN NG 20

Joe and Daniel walk in and go to the dining room Everyone
pauses and | ooks over at the new couple. Pop takes a nonent
to get used to it. Father and son face off silently. Then,

finally Pop smles.

END.



