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FADE | N.

| NT. BAI LEY’ S BEDROOM - DAY

A teenage girl’s room but not a silly one. This room
bel ongs to a serious student. Posters for indie bands and
fine art prints cover the walls.

BAI LEY BAXTER, a pretty 17 year old girl, is standing in
front of a vanity, renoving her cap and gown to reveal a
nodest dress underneath. She has just graduated high
school .

She perches her cap on the corner of a mrror, along wth
her yellow honor cords. She puts her robe on a hanger and
hangs it on her open cl oset door.

Bai |l ey opens the folder to her diplonma and takes out her
final report card, nestled inside. FromCalculus to
Chem stry, all A's, but next to Honors English is a B+.

Bail ey takes a final | ook at her diplom before placing it
on a shelf next to several academ c awards and
pl agues. Every parent’s dream

One says "1ST PLACE SPELLI NG BEE", anot her says " NATI ONAL
HONOR SOCI ETY BRANCH PRESI DENT". Yet anot her boasts, "AWARD
FOR SI GNI FI CANT CONTRI BUTION I N COVMUNI TY SERVI CE".

She takes one last |ook at herself in the mrror, fluffing
her hat hair, before heading out the door and down the
stairs. She’s the guest of honor and everybody is waiting.

| NT. BAILEY' S HOUSE, FAM LY ROOM - CONTI NUQUS.

The house is big and old, with high ceilings. None of the
wal l's, floors, or furnishings are up-to-date. It is a
grandparents’ house. You can snell it by |looking at it.

A party is going on--a graduation party. Festive streaners
are hanging fromevery doorway, and a gi ant banner
decl ari ng, " CONGRATULATI ONS BAI LEY" is hanging on the wall.

A spread of sandw ches and veggie platters is on the table,
wel | picked-over. On the television is a video nontage of
photos fromBailey' s life up until now.

Bail ey enters the roomunnoticed--they weren’t waiting for
her after all.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

Everybody is eating and drinking and sharing stories about
Bai | ey, but nobody seens to notice her around them It’s
i ke she’s invisible.

Bail ey picks up a snall plate and piles it high with
veget abl es. She eats them as she neanders through the
crowd, eavesdropping on famly and friends.

She stops in front of a group including her brother TOV
early thirties, his wwfe JENNIE, who is holding a baby, and
two ol der uncl e-types.

TOM
|’d bring her to football games
wth ne, wearing her little
cheer| eader uniform and even
t hough I wasn’'t on the team the
girls would flock to ne. Flock to
ne.

The group is anused. Jennie had been one of those girls.

JENNI E
Well, she was just about the cutest
thing in the whole w de worl d.

TOM
|’ mglad you thought so, babe.

Jenni e and Tom share a peck on the |ips. Bailey noves
along. She's heard that story a mllion tines.

She stops in front of a group of older famly nmenbers and
friends, including her AUNT GRACE, md sixties.

AUNT GRACE
...and she cane in covered head to
toe in nmud and asked, "is this how

you nmake a nud pie, Aunt

G aci e?" She was so sweet and
serious that | didn't even yell at
her for dirtying ny carpet!

Bailey snmles politely as she passes her aunt. She’'d heard
that story many tines too. She continues to wander and
wal ks through an archway into the kitchen.



I NT. BAILEY' S HOUSE, KI TCHEN - CONTI NUCUS

The decorating style in the kitchen is consistent with the
rest of the house. dd. The cabinets and tiles |ook |ike
they were installed in the 80s, and they were.

On the kitchen table is a |large white sheet cake with the
words "Congratul ati ons G aduate” witten on it in pink
icing. Afewicing flowers decorate one corner.

Bailey’s brother ANDY, nmid-thirties, hippie-type, is next to
the table. He's got a snmall, hand held video canera in his
hand, zoomi ng in on the cake.

He is enthralled, and obviously high. She joins him

BAI LEY
Hey, Andy. Studying the cake? Cot
it menorized yet?

ANDY
It looks like the Arctic. | can
feel the coldness fromhere. \Were
are the penguins?

BAI LEY
Uh, it’s not even an ice cream
cake.

Andy snaps out of it and stops filmng

ANDY
(This guy is seriously high.)
| think I'lIl make a short filmwth

extrene cl oseups on different
foods. Just when you think you're
| ooki ng at Al aska--BOOM --zoom out
to reveal "Congratulations
Graduate! .

BAI LEY
That coul d be cool.

ANDY
" mgonna do it.

BAI LEY
Great job on the nontage video, by
the way. That was really nice of
you.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

ANDY
No problem Bay. dad to do
it. So, ready for the college
experi ence?

BAI LEY
Ugh, not really.

ANDY
What 7 Way not? Mom was so
excited, she said you got a

full-ride.

BAI LEY
Yeah, yeah--1 did. Just...| don't
know.

ANDY
You don’t want to go to college
now?

BAI LEY

| " m keepi ng nmy options

open. Austin’s going to tech
school in Springfield, and it’s so
far--

ANDY
Austin’s a tool, Bay.

BAI LEY
He is not! You don’t know what
he’s |i ke when we’'re al one.

ANDY
Wy do girls always say stuff |ike
that? |If he acts |ike a
di ck--ever--then he's a dick.

BAI LEY
It’s not just him | don’t know
what |’d major in anyway.

ANDY
| thought it was al ways gonna be
creative witing? You re a great
witer.

BAI LEY
You think so? M English teacher
woul dn’t agree with you on that
one. He's the sole reason | didn't
get val edictorian, you know.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

ANDY
M. Cearing?

BAI LEY
Yeah. God, I'mglad to be rid of
him | know I’ m not supposed to
say this about teachers but,
man! | hate that guy!

ANDY

(anmused)

Hey, look at it this way: he saved
you fromhaving to stand up in
front of everyone and give a speech
at graduati on.

BAI LEY
Good poi nt.

ANDY
Anyway, | think you should still go
for the witing degree.

BAI LEY
W'l see. did you know what you
wanted to be when you were 177

ANDY
Did I know that 1’d be a gardener,
wor ki ng for ny kid-brother, you
mean? Dude, nobody knows what they
want to be when they' re 17. |
t hought 1’d be big-tinme director.

BAI LEY
Then why are we expected to
"declare" it?

ANDY
That, ny little fortune cookie, is
t he age-ol d question.

BAI LEY
You are so high.

ANDY
Yeah. Speaki ng of which...

Andy pulls a joint out of his pocket and notions at it to

Bailey as if to say, "want sone of this?". Bailey pushes
hi m away playfully.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

BAI LEY
Put that away!

ANDY
Just trying to be
courteous. Hey! You know what you
shoul d do?

BAI LEY
| f you say peyote, |’mout of here.

ANDY
You shoul d backpack across Europe!

BAI LEY
Psh!  Yeah. Wth what noney?

ANDY
The best thing about being a recent
grad is all the credit card
offers. You're a clean slate,
credit-ly speaking, ny little
peanut butter cup.

BAI LEY
| wonder if Austin would go with
ne.

Andy gives her a disapproving "puh-Iease" | ook.

The two hug it out.

BAI LEY
"1l go ask Mom and Dad about the
cake situation--1 sense your
munchi es.
ANDY
Thanks, ny little candy corn.
BAI LEY
Stop calling ne food.
ANDY
Did | tell you how proud I was of
you, by the way? | |ove you, Bay.
BAI LEY

| love you too, Andy. Thank you.
ANDY

Hey, you wanna cone over |ater and
wat ch The G aduate?

( CONTI NUED)
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BAI LEY
Sounds good.

Andy begins filmng the cake again. Bailey wal ks out the
door, back into the famly room

| NT. BAILEY' S HOUSE, FAM LY ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

As Bailey exits the kitchen her parents, M KE AND ALI CE
late fifties/early sixties (and |looking it), notion her over
from across the room

BAI LEY
| was actually comng to talk to

you guys.

Al'i ce begins taking photos of her daughter, at an arnis
| engt h.

BAI LEY
Mom

ALl CE
You | ook so beautiful! I’mso
proud of you--1 can’t help it.

M KE
Oh, let your nomtake her
pictures. It’s not every day your

youngest daughter graduates high
school with honors.

BAI LEY
K, but can you please turn the
flash off? Al | see is spots.
ALl CE

How do | do that?

Bai |l ey takes the canera from her technol ogi cal |l y-handi capped
nmom and turns the flash off for her.

M KE
Hun, your nom and | were just
sayin’ that you should say a few
wor ds.

Bailey is nervous. She is shy, not a fan of public
speaki ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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BAI LEY
Seriously? 1'd rather not,
Dad. Nobody even wants to talk to
me, |’'d feel weird.

ALl CE

Oh, everyone was so sweet to show
up, we just want you to thank them
for com ng.

BAI LEY
Wll...OK. Can we do it now,
t hough? The | onger | think about
it, the harder it’Il be. Besides,

Andy was aski ng when we’'re gonna
cut the cake.

ALI CE
Yes, let’'s do it now

Ali ce begins pushing her daughter towards the front of the
room and clearing her throat [oudly. She forces her up on
top of a chair, an inpronptu stage.

ALl CE
(shouti ng)
Aheml  Can | have your attention
pl ease? Everyone, Bailey woul d
like to say a few words.

The room suddenly gets very quiet. Al eyes are on Bail ey,
who is now standing in front of all of her famly and famly
friends, with no prepared speech. She is scared.

BAI LEY
| just wanted to thank you all for
com ng.

Bailey is ready to step down, but Alice signals to her that
she shoul d say nore.

BAI LEY
Ch. Um | appreciate you all being
here on the day that | graduate
hi gh school. [|I'msorry that I
wasn’t the val edictorian.
English teacher really had it out
for ne...

An awkward pause. People don’t quite know how to respond to
t hat .

( CONTI NUED)
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BAI LEY
| mean, thank you for all your
gifts. 1’1l definitely be able to

use the noney. W' re not very
wel | -of f, you know...Wat | nean
is, high school was a time I wll
not soon forget, nor would I |ike
to re-live.

The room | aughs politely. This is a really weird speech,
and they feel bad for her. She is encouraged.

BAI LEY
| know that ny parents have waited
what seens |ike forever for their
last kid to fly the nest. Leave
the coop? Fly the coop. | know
you guys had ne at an...advanced
age, and you thought that you were
done, but...you really hung in
there! And you showed ne
that...it’s never too |ate!

The door in the back of the room which only Bailey is
facing, opens. In walks ERICA 33, dishevel ed and weari ng
an outfit nmeant for soneone ten years younger and ten pounds
[ighter.

She is carrying a couple of black trash bags, filled wth
clothes. She | ooks confused and drops the bags.

Bailey is the only one who notices the new guest. She perks
up a bit at seeing her sister.

BAI LEY
Anyway. ..thank you. Let’s cut the
cake!

The room gives a collective sigh of relief and a round of
polite applause. Alice begins cutting slices of cake and
handing themout. Andy is first in |ine.

Bail ey steps off the chair and heads towards the door to
greet her newy-arrived sister. Erica is drunk and a bit
di sori ent ed.

BAI LEY
Erical Ww, what a surprise! |I'm
so glad you could nake it!

ERI CA
(noticing the banner)
Oh, yeah, I--is this your
graduation party?

( CONTI NUED)
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BAI LEY

Mom and Dad didn't invite you?
ERI CA

No.
BAI LEY

Ohn. Well, yeah, | graduated
today! Can you believe it?

ERI CA

That can’t be right. You re 187
BAI LEY

Vll, 17--but yeah.
ERI CA

God, that’'s

crazy. Congratul ations, sweetie.
The two share a warm but unconfortabl e hug.
BAI LEY

(noticing Erica’ s bags)
So, are you staying a while?

ERI CA
Uh...yeah, actually. | was hoping
to. | lost ny job and ne and Rowan

broke up. Were’'s Mom and Dad?

At that nonment, Mke spots Erica fromacross the room and
heads toward her with a confused | ook on his face.

M KE
Erica?

ERI CA
Hey, Dad.

M KE

What are you doi ng here?

M ke whi sks Erica away, as if they have business to take
care of. They tal k anongst thenselves, arguing. W are
unabl e to hear them above the crowd, until--

ERI CA
(rai sing her voice, barely
audi bl e over the crowd)
--to ny own daughter’s graduation
party?

( CONTI NUED)
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M ke puts his hand on her shoul der, whi spering
sonmething. She’'s getting hysterical, he doesn't want her to
cause a scene.

Alice joins Mke and Erica, |ooking very upset and speaking
inaudibly to try and cal m her daughter. People are
wat chi ng.

Bailey is straining to |isten, confused by what she’s
hearing, she noves in.

ERI CA
(shouting even | ouder now)
--will not calmdown! | grew her
in ny body, | deserve at least to

be invited to the Goddamm party!

The room has gone quiet. Everyone is |ooking at the trio,
unabl e to ignore the conversation any | onger.

Bail ey realizes what Erica has said and joins her famly,
very surprised and confused.

BAI LEY
|’ msorry--what’ s goi ng on?

Alice, Mke, and Erica turn to | ook at Bailey, suddenly
aware that the roomis watching and the cat is out of the
bag. Alice begins to sob.

BAI LEY
Mon?  Why woul d she say that? Wy
are you crying?

M KE
Goddamm it, Erica. This is not the
time or place.

ERI CA
(ignoring her father,
addr essi ng Bail ey)

Bailey...|l’myour nother. Not Mm
BAI LEY
What, now?
ERI CA
You' re adopted. | had you when
was 15 years old. You're ny
daught er.

( CONTI NUED)
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BAI LEY
Very funny.

She | ooks around the roomfor any confirnmation that she's
not crazy.

BAI LEY ( CONT.)
VWhat is this, sone sort of
graduati on prank? Ton?

Tom and Jennie just | ook sorry for her and avert their eyes
to the floor. Bailey |ooks around the roomfor her brother
Andy and finds him

BAI LEY
Andy? Are you in on this? This is
a joke, right?

ANDY
Not cool, Erica. Not cool

The realization is setting in. Bailey |ooks to her parents,
with a pleading |ook. Alice puts her head up, her eyes
filled with tears. She touches Bail ey’ s shoul der.

ALl CE
Sweetie...we never intended for you
to find out this way.

Bail ey i s dunbfounded. All eyes are on her, and they al
| ook sad for her--but not surprised. The roomis spinning,
and before we know it, she’'s passed out on the floor.

BLACK.

| NT. BAILEY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Bai |l ey wakes up in her owm bed, it is night and the house is
quiet. Mke sits in the chair next to her, still wearing
his party clothes, and snoring.

She rubs her eyes and gets out of bed quietly, so as not to
wake her sleeping father. She picks up her cell phone from
t he bedside table, starts texting, and tiptoes out the door.

I NT. BAILEY' S HOUSE, STAI RS - CONTI NUOUS

Bailey is tiptoeing down the stairs, careful not to wake up
the famly. As she descends, she passes by and notices
several famly photos. They |look different now. Surreal.



13.

I NT. BAILEY' S HOUSE, KI TCHEN - CONTI NUCUS

Bail ey enters the dark kitchen. The sink and counter tops
are still full of dirty dishes and food scraps, |eftover
fromthe party earlier

As Bailey flips the light on, she sees Erica sleeping at the
table, a bottle of vodka next to an enpty glass. The |ight
wakes Erica. She sits up, startled.

ERI CA
What? (noticing Bailey) Oh. How
are you feeling? Everyone was
really worried about you.

BAI LEY
Alright. | just cane down to get a
gl ass of water.

ERI CA
|s Dad still awake?

BAI LEY

No, | got up really quietly.

ERI CA
He t ook over watch when Mom went to
bed. They wanted to talk to you.

BAI LEY
(suddenl y)
|’ mreally confused. So...you
wal ked in on ny graduation party
and told ne that you re ny
non? That wasn't a dreanf

ERI CA
No, that was real. Look, |I’msorry
you had to find out like that.
didn’t nean to--

BAI LEY
You' re ny nonf
ERI CA
Technical ly, yes.
BAI LEY
How did | never know this until

now?

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI CA
Mom and Dad adopted you from
birth. They didn’'t want anyone to
know that 1'd had a baby. They
wer e enbarrassed.

BAI LEY
But this is a really small
town. How cone nobody ever told

me?

ERI CA
| hidit. Mmand Dad didn’t even
know | was pregnant until | was six

nmont hs al ong, and that was right
bef ore sunmer vacation. They sent
me to stay with Aunt Gracie until
you were born in Septenber, and
then I came back honme. Nobody ever
found out.

A long silence. Bailey is trying to process all of this
information. [It’s overwhel m ng.

Erica gets up fromthe table and wal ks over to the sink,
pulling a glass out of the cabinet.

ERI CA
You wanted sone water?
Bail ey nods. Still trying to connect the dots in her own
m nd.

ERI CA ( CONT.)
| really didn’t want you to find
out this way.

BAI LEY
You keep saying that. W is ny
dad?

ERI CA

(handi ng her the water)
He was a guy | dated for a few
weeks. Not hi ng speci al .

BAI LEY
(fromconfused to angry)
Not hi ng special? This guy is ny
father. How can you be so cavali er
about this whol e thing?

( CONTI NUED)
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15.

ERI CA
" msorry.

BAI LEY
Sorry? You changed ny
life. Today, you took everything I
t hought | knew about nysel f and
threwit out the window. Sorry is
not the word. Sorry is not enough.

ERI CA
| " msor--1 nmean, | don’'t know what
to say, Bay.

BAIl LEY

If you're nmy nom then how cone |

only see you once a year, if |I'm

| ucky? | barely know who you are,
for Christ sake!

ERI CA
Look, you have to understand that
gi ving you up was the hardest thing

| ever had to do. | did not want
to do it. Mmand Dad basically
forced ne.

BAI LEY
Yeah?

ERI CA
Yes.

BAI LEY

So then why didn’t you nmake an
effort to see ne?

ERI CA

| regret that--1 do. | left hone
when you were two years old, but I
never planned on staying away SO
long. [It’s just that Mom and Dad
are so Goddamm difficult! They're
always telling ne howto live ny
life--1 can't take it.

BAI LEY
So, you thought running away was
t he answer?

ERI CA
Look, | can’t go back and change
what |’ve done. |’m here now.

( CONTI NUED)
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Bai | ey studies her glass of water for several nonents. She
is unsure of what to say, what to do. Finally, she relents.

BAI LEY

How | ong are you here for?
ERI CA

That depends. | don’t have

anywhere to be, and | was hopi ng
that Mom and Dad woul d give ne ny
old room back for a while, until I
figure out my next nove.

BAI LEY
Maybe we can spend sone tine
toget her, get to know each ot her
better.

ERI CA
|’d |Iike that.

Bail ey gets up fromthe table and puts her glass in the
si nk.

BAI LEY
K, I guess I'l|l see you tonorrow
t hen. Goodni ght - -
ERI CA
Mont?
BAI LEY
Erica.

Bail ey | eaves the roomto head back to bed. FErica stays at
the table and pours herself a drink fromthe bottle of
vodka.

| NT. BAILEY' S HOUSE, KITCHEN - MORNI NG

Alice, fully-dressed, is setting the breakfast table with
pl ates full of bacon, eggs, and toast. Cheery light streans
in the windows, and the roomis clean and neat.

M ke wal ks in, rubbing his neck and wearing a bathrobe. He
has just woken up. Alice prepares hima cup of coffee and
places it in front of him

M KE
Mornin’ .

( CONTI NUED)
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17.

ALl CE
Mornin’. How d you sl eep?

M KE
Not bad, but I'ma feelin’ that
chair this norning. You seen
Bai | ey?

ALl CE
Not yet. You?

M KE
| heard her in the shower when
woke up. How ’bout Erica?

Alice wal ks over to the sink and takes an enpty vodka bottle

out .

ALl CE
(re: enpty bottle)
| found her passed out on the table
this norning with this next to
her. | sent her upstairs to sleep
it off.

She throws the bottle in the trash and takes a seat next to
M ke, hel ping herself to sone food.

M KE
Goddamm it.

ALI CE
"Il have a talk with her this
aft ernoon when she’ s up.

M KE
After all these years, | just can’t
bel i eve she’d a gone and done it
t hat way.

ALl CE

Real | y? Seens about par for the
course, if you ask ne.

M KE
W al ways agreed that we'd tell ’er
t oget her.

ALI CE
VWll, Erica’ s never been one for

pl ans, has she?

( CONTI NUED)
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M KE
Do you think she’s gon’ tell her
about Tyler?

ALl CE
| hope so. He’s been so patient
t hrough the years. He deserves it.

Bail ey wal ks in, freshly showered. She stops in the
doorway, unsure of what to say to her "parents". M ke stand
up to greet her.

BAI LEY
Oh. .. good norni ng.

ALl CE
Good norning, honey. How d you
sl eep? We were worried about you.

BAI LEY
Al right.

M KE
How ’ bout you sit down and have
sonme breakfast with us?

BAI LEY
No, that’s OK. |’ m supposed to
nmeet Austin, so...

ALl CE
You shoul d eat sonething.

Bai |l ey grabs a banana froma bow on the table on her way to
t he door.

BAI LEY
Il see you guys |ater.

M KE
You need a ride?

BAI LEY
CGot ny bi ke.

She’s gone. Alice puts her head in her hands, M ke stands
over her and conforts her.



19.

EXT. A PARK, SWNGS - DAY

It’s a beautiful Spring day, but the park is secluded. It’s
old and run-down, none of the bright plastic slides and wood
chips are present here. 1It’s all steel and gravel.

Bai |l ey and her boyfriend, AUSTIN, a not-so-bright but very
good- | ooki ng 18 year-ol d redneck, are sitting on sw ngs next
to one another, barely noving back and forth.

Bailey’'s bike, a rusty vintage cruiser with a basket, is
| eani ng agai nst a nearby tree.

Austin speaks with a thick Arkansas twang.

AUSTI N
Sounds like |I mssed one hell of a
party.

BAI LEY
Where were you | ast night
anyway? | texted you like a
million tinmes.

AUSTI N

Ch--yeah. M and the guys drove to
the city and used our fake IDs. |
got so wasted! | think I may have
peed in Lance’s trunk.

Austin chuckles, totally i mmture. How can she like this
guy?

BAI LEY
That’ s di sgusti ng.
AUSTI N
You had to be there, | guess.
BAI LEY
| really wish you woul d have been
there for ne. | needed you.

Austin stops swinging and turns to his girlfriend, |ooks her
in the eye, and takes her face into his hands.

AUSTI N
Hey...I'msorry. | didn't know
this was all goin’ on. You OK?

BAI LEY
| nmean, yeah, but...you could have
texted ne back.

( CONTI NUED)
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The two continue swi nging, in silence.

AUSTI N

So, you gonna neet your real dad?
BAI LEY

God, that’s such a weird question.
AUSTI N

Sorry.

Si |l ence, again.

AUSTI N

You wanna make out ?
BAI LEY

Now?
AUSTI N

W can go in nmy car. There’'s
nobody here.

BAI LEY
Are you being serious right now?
AUSTI N
Uh. .. no?
BAI LEY
Jesus Christ, Austin.
AUSTI N
What ?
BAI LEY

Just...never m nd.

She gets up and wal ks over to her bike, picks it up and gets
on.

AUSTI N
So, I'll see you later?

BAI LEY
Yeah, whatever. See you tonight.

Bail ey rides away. Austin is left swnging by hinself. He
is conpletely cluel ess.



21.

| NT. ANDY' S HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - LATER THAT DAY

Andy’ s house is small and dingy. |It’s clear that a bachel or
lives here. The living roomis scantily furnished with
second-hand furniture, but a big-screen TV

An entire wall is taken up by shelves full of
DVDs. Hundreds, possibly thousands of them This is what
he spends his noney on.

Bailey is lying on the couch, clearly confortable
here. She’'s got a bow of popcorn bal anced on her
chest. Andy is lying back in a recliner.

Anni e (1982) is on the television, the |ovable orphan is
singing "Tonorrow'. Andy |ooks touched, Bailey |ooks
conf used.

BAI LEY
| don't really think this applies
tony life, Andy. Annie lived in

an orphanage...|l lived with ny
grandparents--who | thought were ny
parents.

ANDY
But you were both adopted.

BAI LEY
Yeah. ..

ANDY

It’s a good novie, anyway.

A KNOCK AT THE DOOR. Andy gets up and opens it. FEricais
standi ng on the other side.

ERI CA
Can | cone in?

Andy gestures her in. Bailey |ooks over to see Erica
standi ng there and gets up out of her seat.

ERI CA ( CONT.)
Mom and Dad told ne you were here.

BAI LEY
Yeah...Andy's giving ne a little
filmtherapy.

ANDY
Happy endi ngs are the best
medicine. [|’'ll |eave you two
al one.
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Andy grabs Erica’s bow of popcorn and exits the room The
girls I ook at one another expectantly. They aren’t sure
what to say. They speak up at the sane tine.

ERI CA BAI LEY
Wanna go somewhere? How d you sl eep?

They both react self-consciously.

ERI CA
So, you wanna hang out?

BAI LEY
Un..OK Wiat do you wanna do?

ERI CA
How about burgers? You hungry?

Bail ey nods in agreenent, with a half-smle.

| NT. DI NER- - DAY

Erica and Bailey are sitting in a booth at a greasy
spoon-type diner, plates of burgers and fries in front of
them They seem nore confortable, happy.

ERI CA
--and I was like, dude! You' re not
fooling anyone. Gve ne ny purse
back.

BAI LEY
You tackled himin the street?

ERI CA
Hel | yes, | did! No tranny steals
my purse and gets away with
it. Besides, | run nuch faster in
heel s than he--she--did.

BAI LEY
That is so bad ass! How long did
you live in San Francisco?

ERI CA
Not long. Two nonths? It was too
expensive to stay for long. Drinks
there are, like, twelve bucks a pop
in the bars.
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BAI LEY
What did you do for noney?

ERI CA
Ch, this nthat. A friend of mne
lives there, and he's pretty
wel | -of f.

BAI LEY
Wow,

ca! Change the subject!

ERI CA
Hey, look...l'"mreally sorry for
yesterday. You shoul d never have
found out |ike that.

BAI LEY
| just don’t understand why
everyone kept it a secret from
me. The betrayal is the worst

part.

ERI CA
Nobody neant for it to go on this
| ong.

BAI LEY

Did you ever regret not taking ne
with you when you left?

ERI CA
O course. 1’ve thought of you
every single day for the |ast
sevent een years.

BAI LEY
You have?

ERI CA
A person doesn’t just forget about
their child.

BAI LEY
It sounds so weird when you call ne
t hat .

ERI CA

(ignoring the coment)
How has it been, living with Mom
and Dad? | know it wasn't al
butterflies and rai nbows for ne.
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BAI LEY
They’ ve been great parents,
actual ly.
ERI CA
h. .. good.
BAI LEY
The hardest part has been the
generation gap. | was always the
kid with the "old parents".
ERI CA
Do you have a boyfriend?
BAI LEY
Austin. He's pretty great.
ERI CA
I s he hot?
BAI LEY
Definitely.
ERI CA

How d you two neet?

BAI LEY
Hs fam |y noved here from Arkansas
at the beginning of the school
year, and | was assigned by the
principal to show himaround. He
was so adorably hel pl ess, |
couldn’t help but fall for him
ri ght away.

ERI CA
Aw, that’s so sweet! So you' ve
been dating ever since?

BAI LEY
No, only about six nonths.

ERI CA
You had a crush on himfor three
nont hs before you started goi ng
out ?

BAI LEY
It was hell.
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ERI CA
["11 bet!

BAI LEY
| asked himto the winter fornal
--as friends--and we ended up
maki ng out in a corner al

night. It was magical.

ERI CA
Ah, young love. | renenber those
days. Just nmake sure you guys use
condons.

BAI LEY
Ch, we don’t actually...

ERI CA
You haven’t done it yet? Don't
tell nme you' re still a virgin.

BAI LEY
He wants to. | just--it seens |ike
areally big deal, I want it to be
speci al .

ERI CA
Take it fromne: the first tine
will never be as special as you
hope it’Il be. 1In fact, no tine
will.

BAI LEY
Real | y?

ERI CA
And it hurts.

BAI LEY
| "ve heard that.

ERI CA
I f you want ny advice, just get it
over with. It gets lots better the

nore you do it.

BAI LEY
But...don’t you think I should make
sure Austin’s "the one" first?

ERI CA
Hey, if you wanna wait, wait. [|'m
just sayin --life isn't the

( MORE)
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ERI CA (cont’ d)
fairytale it’s made out to be in
movies. Your first will probably
not be your |ast, no matter how "in
| ove" you think you are.

Bailey takes this all in. It’s a lot to think about.

ERI CA ( CONT.)
| made a few phone calls this
norni ng, and | have soneone | think
you should neet. You done?

EXT. H GH SCHOOL - DAY

A beat-up old Dodge Neon pulls up in front of Bailey s high
school and parks in front along the curb. FErica exits the
car, followed by Bail ey, who | ooks confused.

BAI LEY
What are we doi ng here?

ERI CA
Meeti ng your dad.

The two wal k towards the school, Bailey is visibly nervous.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL, HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS

Bail ey and Erica enter through a set of heavy doubl e
doors. FErica is leading the way, w th purpose.

BAI LEY
Wiy is ny dad at ny high school ?

ERI CA
He works here. Teaches Engli sh.

Bai |l ey | ooks especially scared and confused as they continue
down the hall.

I NT. HI GH SCHOOL, ENGLI SH CLASSROOM - CONTI NUOUS

TYLER CGEARI NG a handsone and athletic teacher, is working
at his desk in street clothes. School is out for the sunmer
and he’s wapping things up in his classroom

Bai l ey and Erica approach, Erica knocks quietly on the open

door. Bailey |ooks stunned and horrified. This is her
wor st - possi bl e scenari o.
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ERI CA
Tyl er?

BAI LEY
Ch, conme on! Are you fucking
ki ddi ng me ri ght now?

TYLER
Language, Bailey! Jeesh.
(Turning to Erica)

Erica. I1t’s been a long tine. |
can’t believe this is finally
happeni ng.

BAI LEY

M. Cearing. This has got to be
some ki nd of | oke.

ERI CA
Bai l ey, Tyler’s your biol ogical
f at her.

BAI LEY
No, he’s not.

ERI CA
You don’t see the
resenbl ance? Honestly, |’'m
surprised you never figured it out
sooner.

BAI LEY

Unh, | thought I knew who ny dad
was, Erica.

ERI CA
Ch, that’s right.

Tyler pulls up a chair for Bailey to sit in.
TYLER

Here, sit down. | know this is a
ot to take in.

Bai l ey ignores the chair.

BAI LEY
(To Tyler)
But...you hate ne.
TYLER
Come on, | don’'t hate you, Bailey.
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BAI LEY
Oh really? Then how cone yours was
the only class | didn't get an A
in?

TYLER
You didn’t earn an A | knew you
could do so nuch better, and |
didn't want to give you an A until
your work was up to your ful
potenti al .

BAI LEY
This is not happeni ng.

ERI CA
(st eppi ng backwards toward the
door)
Maybe | should let you two talk.

BAI LEY
(wal ki ng out the door)
No, stay. |’ m going.

ERI CA
Bai | ey!

Erica starts after her, but then stops at the door and lets
her go, di sappoi nt ed.

TYLER
Vell, that went well.
ERI CA
She just needs time to let it sink

in.

The two sit down on Tyler’s desk.

TYLER
| can’t believe she finally
knows. | spent the |ast four years

wat chi ng her here, seeing both of
us in her face and in her schoo

wor k.

ERI CA
You didn’'t have to be so hard on
her .

TYLER

She’s got real talent, Erica.
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ERI CA
She nust have gotten that from you

TYLER
She got your good | ooks,
t hough. How have you been?

ERI CA
Ch, you know...good, | guess.

TYLER
| ve thought about you.

ERI CA
| ve thought about you too. |'m
sorry | left the way I did. It was
just too hard being here with
Bai | ey.

TYLER

| understand. Having no authority
over your own child is tough,
especi al |y when you see her on a
day-t o-day basis.

ERI CA
You didn’'t have to stay around
her e.

TYLER

How el se was | going to see how she
turned out?

ERI CA
Are you married?
TYLER
No, | never got married.
ERI CA
Me neither.
TYLER
| should really get back to work.
ERI CA
Packing up for the sumer?
TYLER
Actual 'y, I’ m packing up for
good. |I'mnoving to Chicago.
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ERI CA
Oh. . . wow.

TYLER
| got a teaching job at a private
school there, and | can't really
see any reason to stay around here
now that Bailey s off to coll ege.

ERI CA
She’s not really sure if she’s
goi ng.

TYLER

What ? Wy not ?

ERI CA
She said she wants to keep her
opti ons open.

TYLER
No! She’'s got such a gift for
writing!

ERI CA
Yeah, well | guess you should have

told her that.

TYLER
Shit.

Eri ca nmakes her way toward the door.

ERI CA
| guess I'll be seeing you around.
TYLER
How | ong are you stayi ng?
ERI CA
I ndefinitely at this point.
TYLER
Maybe we can get together again
before | | eave town, after Bailey

cools off a bit.

ERI CA
'l see if I can talk to her.
don’t think I’mher favorite person
right now, but it’'s good to see
that 1’ mnot her |east favorite
person. (a beat) That’'s you, if
you haven't figured it out.
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TYLER
Yeah, | got that.

ERI CA
|"d better go hone and wait for
her. WMke sure she’s not too
upset.

TYLER
Yeah, you' d better. Call ne when
you think she’ s ready.

ERI CA
See you around.

Erica gives hima wave and wal ks out the door. That was
ki nd of awkward.

EXT. RESI DENTI AL NEI GHBORHOOD - DAY

Bai l ey and her brother Tomare going for a wal k through a
qui et residential neighborhood. He' s pushing the baby in a
stroller, she’s wal ki ng her bike.

Tomis wearing a shirt advertising his business. |t says
"Baxter Landscaping" over a |arge green oak tree.

BAI LEY
Thanks for picking ne up and
getting ny bike. This is all too
wei rd.

TOM
Aside fromthe Tyl er-revel ation,
how did it go?

BAI LEY
Aside fromher ruining ny entire
life, you nmean? Good.

TOM
| just neant--

BAI LEY
No, I know. It was good. |
actually kind of like her.

TOM
That’s good. She was always fun to
be around.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

32.

BAI LEY
Yeah, she is fun. She's got sone
great stories. Did you know that
she lived in San Franci sco?

TOM
| renenber that.

BAI LEY
She’s really lived, you know? What
a cool life.

TOM
It’s amazing, the things you can
acconpl i sh when you shirk al
responsibility and run away.

BAI LEY
That' s not fair.

TOM
| " mjust saying, she could have
stuck around a little [onger--or
conme back nore often

BAI LEY
| can understand why she didn’t,
t hough.
TOM
| can’t.
BAI LEY
Even now that you're a parent?
TOM
Especially now that 1'’ma
parent. | can’t inmagine ever
| eaving Onen, even if | wasn't
allowed to be his dad. | love him
t oo nuch.
BAI LEY

Maybe she doesn’t |ove ne.

TOM
| doubt that’s the case. Parents
can’t help but love their Kkids.

BAI LEY
Vel l, whatever the reason, | guess
it’s good that |’'ve got the chance
to know her better now.
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TOM
| agree. Just make sure to keep
your guard up

BAI LEY
What do you nean?

TOM
Let ne put it this way: One tine
when we were kids, she pierced the
dog’s ears and blaned it on ne.

BAI LEY
We don’t have a dog now.
TOM
Just wat ch out.
BAI LEY
K, I will. Do you and Jennie
still need nme to babysit on
Sat ur day?
TOM
If it’s not too nmuch trouble.
BAI LEY
No, it’'s fine. | love Onen.
TOM

You probably want to spend as nuch
time with himas possible before
headi ng off to college, huh?

BAI LEY
If I even go. Maybe I'Il just stay
here and work for you.
TOM
Aw, you don’'t want to do
that. Besides, | think I’mcovered

for nowwith Andy. He' s really got
a green thunb.

BAI LEY
And this surprises you?

TOM
Yeah, not so much. | guess he’s
been "gardeni ng” for al nost 20
years now.
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Bai | ey’ s phone vi brat es,

BAI LEY

It’s kind of sad that he never did
anything nore. He would have been
great in the novie business. He's

obsessed.

TOM
He shoul d have gone to film

34.

school ...just like you should go to

col l ege. Take the schol arship,
Bay.

BAI LEY
W'l see.

t hen | ooks up.

Bai |l ey ignores the coment,

BAI LEY ( CONT.)

signaling a text.

She reads it and

Ch, | have to go. |’ve got to neet

Austi n.

TOM
Austin’s a jerk, Bailey.

bi ke and begi ns riding away.

She' s of f

| NT. / EXT.

BAI LEY
"1l see you Saturday night!

in the opposite direction.

AUSTIN S CAR - SUNSET.

ki sses the baby,

gets on her

Tyler and Bailey are in the backseat of his car, a beat-up

ol d nmuscl e car

got his arm around her, conforting her.

AUSTI N
That is insane. So...you're
technically Bailey Gearing.

BAI LEY
Ugh! Don’'t say that! God, it
coul d have been anyone
el se. Anyone.

AUSTI N
VWll, it could have been worse.

They are parked sonewhere secluded. He's
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BAI LEY
How?

AUSTI N
At |east you didn't find out that
you and ne are rel ated.

BAI LEY
You and |I.

AUSTI N
VWhat ever .

Austin goes in for a kiss. Bailey takes confort in his
famliarity and ki sses hi m back

BAI LEY
You're right. That woul d have been
Wor se.

The two begin making out, heavily. Bailey clinbs on top of
her boyfriend, straddling himas they kiss. She begins to
unbutton his pants when Austin pulls back.

BAI LEY

Do you have a condonf
AUSTI N

Vel |, yeah.

Austin takes his wallet out of his back pocket and renobves a
condom

AUSTI N ( CONT. )
You serious?

BAI LEY
Put it on.

Bai |l ey takes off her shirt and continues unfastening
Austin’s pants as they kiss furiously. The two undress
qui ckly and funble awkwardly with the condom

They have sex, Bailey still on top. It is very, very quick,
and the look on Bailey's face is one of excruciating pain.

Austin climaxes, ecstatic. Bailey digs her fingernails in
hi s shoul der, holding himclose. She just wants it to be
over. It hurts.

AUSTI N
That was fucki ng amazi ng.
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What a horrible let-down. Bailey is painfully disappointed,
but she tries not to let either show

BAI LEY
Uh- huh.

| NT. BAILEY’ S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Bailey is sitting on her bed, photo al buns and | oose
pi ctures scattered around her. She is studying each phot o,
searching for sonmething in themas she listens to her i Pod.

She picks up a famly picture fromwhen she was a baby. In
the photo, Erica is holding her, with a happy grin on her
face. Bailey puts the photo down and picks up anot her.

In the next photo, Alice is holding baby Bailey on her hip,
cooking dinner with the other hand, |ooking frazzl ed.

W see a photo of Bailey, presumably in the hospital, being
held by M ke, who's wearing hospital scrubs. He |ooks |ike
a proud dad.

Bai | ey picks up her senior yearbook and flips to the faculty
pages, studying M. Gearing s photo, |ooking for sone
resenbl ance to herself.

Bai |l ey continues to shuffle through the famly
phot os. She’s stressed and confused.

A KNOCK AT THE DOOR. Bail ey takes out one of her ear buds.

BAI LEY
Who is it?

ALI CE
lt’s your nom

BAI LEY
Come in.

The door opens slowy, revealing Alice in the
doorway. Bailey sits up and takes out her other ear bud.

BAI LEY ( CONT.)
My nont?

Alice is sad and di sappoi nted. She wal ks over and sits on
t he bed next to Bail ey.
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ALl CE
Yes, your nom Erica may have
given birth to you, but | amyour
nmother, legally and truthfully. |
| ove you nore than anything.

BAI LEY
| just don’t know what to think of
all this. How could you--

ALl CE
Your dad and | | ove you so mnuch,
Bailey. W never nmeant to hurt
you.

BAI LEY
Way coul dn’t you have told ne
sooner ?

ALl CE

We al ways intended to, but as the
years went by, it got harder and
har der .

BAI LEY
| met ny birth dad...or, | should
say, ny worst nightmare cane
true. Apparently Saddam Hussei n
wasn’t avail able, so she picked the
next best thing.

ALl CE
You went to see Tyler? How d that
go?

BAI LEY

How do you think? How can those
two be ny parents? (the words
sting Alice) O, you know what |
nmean.

ALl CE
| know, it’'s a lot to wap your
m nd ar ound.

BAI LEY
She didn’'t even know that M.
Cearing and | don’t get
along. She’s practically a
conpl ete stranger.
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ALI CE
No, she wasn't around nuch, and |I'm
sorry for that. | blame nyself. |

think I drove her away. Your
father and | both shoul d have been
nor e open-m nded when she told us
she was pregnant with you. W
shoul d have given her a chance.

BAI LEY
You guys haven’'t done a bad j ob.

ALI CE
W' ve done the best we could, but
you and | both know that we were
the ol dest parents at the PTA

Bai |l ey shrugs her off. Alice puts her armaround Bail ey and
gi ves her a squeeze.

ALl CE (CONT.)
Just please, give Erica a
chance. | don’'t expect the two of
you to becone best friends, but it
woul d do both of you a world of
good to get to know each anot her
better.

A KNOCK ON THE DOCR.  Erica pushes one hand through, hol ding
a white thong, waving it like she’'s surrendering. Her head
f t fl

ol l ows the makeshi f ag.
ERI CA
Is it safe yet? Can | cone in?
ALl CE
We were just tal king about you,
cone in.
ERI CA

Uh-oh. (to Bailey) Are you stil
mad fromearlier?

BAI LEY
[’mnot nmad, |I'm
just...disconbobul at ed.

ERI CA
Huh?

BAI LEY
Conf used.
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ERI CA
Oh. Well, I was just wondering if
you wanted to go out with nme for a
bit, if that’'s OK with Mom

ALl CE
On!  That mght be nice. What are
you t hi nki ng of doing?

ERI CA
Maybe a novie or sonething kind of
| ow key.

ALl CE

You’' ve been wanting to see that new
Pi xar novie, haven't you Bailey?

The two | ook at Bailey expectantly. She's on the spot.

BAI LEY
Umn | guess so.

ERI CA
Great, c’ non, help nme get ready.

Erica takes Bailey by the hand, and off they go.

I NT. BAILEY' S HOUSE, ERI CA’S BEDROOM - LATER

Erica’s bedroomis now Alice’s sewwng room There is still
a doubl e bed, but the roomis nostly taken over by a sew ng
machi ne and piles upon piles of fabric.

The bed is unmade and Erica’ s bel ongings are strewn all over
the place. It looks |ike she’s been here a nonth.

Erica is on the floor, going through what’'s left in the
trash bags she brought. She is pulling out club clothes and
hol ding themup to Bail ey.

BAI LEY
" m confused...| thought we were
going to see a novi e.

ERI CA
How are we supposed to bond over
tal ki ng ani mal s? Yeah, that’s not
happeni ng.

BAI LEY
Then where are we goi ng?
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Erica picks out a very short, very sparkly dress that | ooks
like it belongs on a hooker.

ERI CA
(ignoring the question)
Qooooh, this would | ook great on
you!

BAI LEY
(trying to be nice)
It’s cute...but | think it’s a
little too...sparkly.

ERI CA
Maybe you're right. | keep
forgetting where we are.

Bailey joins in and begins sifting through clothing. She
finds a cute tank top and holds it up for inspection.

BAI LEY
How about this?
ERI CA
Wth sonme tight jeans and heel s?
BAI LEY
Uh. . . sure.
ERI CA

Trust nme. You are going to | ook
snoki n’ hot.

BAI LEY
Me? |'mnot hot! Hal

ERI CA
Are you kidding ne? Bay, you are
gorgeous. And |I’m not just saying
t hat because- -

BAI LEY
Oh, cone on

ERI CA
Here, let nme show you. Put that
on. (she grabs a pair of jeans from
her bag) And these...(she picks up
a pair of spiked, lucite platform
heel s, the kind that strippers
wear)...and these. 1’ma size
9...you?
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Si ze eight.

ERI CA
Ha! WII you |look at that. Try
all these on.
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Bai | ey takes the clothes and begins stripping down and
changing into Erica' s selection. FErica keeps | ooking
t hrough her things, pulling out a pair of hoop earrings.

ERI CA
On!  These will look great with
that outfit. You have got to wear
t hese.

BAI LEY
You sure have a | ot of going out
cl ot hes.

ERI CA
| do? | feel like |I have nothing
to wear nost of the tine. | lose a

ot of them | nove so often.
Bail ey struggles to pull the jeans on.

BAI LEY
| think these are too snall

ERI CA
No, you’'ve just gotta junp into
"em

Eri ca denonstrates her nethod by junping while

si mul taneously pulling up the top her her jeans.

for Bailey.

ERI CA ( CONT.)
See? They | ook great on you! Put
on the top.

Bail ey conplies and pulls the top over her head.

BAI LEY
Ch, no, | don't need to bend ny
knees. \Were are we goi ng, anyway?

ERI CA
| thought we’d go to the city and
go danci ng.

It works
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BAI LEY
Real ly? How? |’'mnot even 18 yet.

Bail ey slips into the shoes and wal ks unsteadily over to a
full-length mrror.
ERI CA
Let ne worry about that. You | ook
amazi ng.
BAI LEY
Yeah?
ERI CA

All we need nowis a little
makeup. Have a seat...

Bailey sits on the floor, barely able to bend her knees in
the jeans. FErica finds her nmakeup bag in the nmess around
her and gets to work.

EXT. CATY N GHTCLUB - N GHT

Bail ey and Erica walk up to the front of a nightclub from
the parking |l ot, dressed to the nines.

Bailey is wearing her sister’s choice and way too nuch
makeup. FErica is wearing sonmething entirely too small and
too trendy for her age. They |look |ike sisters.

The two approach GABE, the bouncer, at the front of a | ong
I ine of people behind a velvet rope.

ERI CA
(to the bouncer)
Gabe the babe!

GABE
Erical How you been, baby? G ve
nme sone sugar.

Gabe grabs Erica and gives her a big hug, hands
everywhere. Bailey is unconfortable.

ERI CA
This is Bailey.

GABE

Well, hey there Bailey! FErica,
didn’t know you had a sister.
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ERI CA
Actual ly, she’s ny daughter.

GABE
Whoa whoa whoa! Your
daughter? You gotta be shittin
me! (then) Erica, you know this
club is 21 and over.

ERI CA
| had her when | was practically a
baby nyself. C non, Gabe. W’|
up the hot factor in that club by
at | east 40% and you know it.

GABE
|’d love to, but | could |ose ny
job, man...

Erica gets very close to Gabe, whispers sonething in his
ear, grasping his belt at the sane tine. That did it.

GABE ( CONT.)
OK, cone on in sweetheart. You
| adi es have a | ovely eveni ng.

Gabe opens the ropes and lets the two in, leering at their
bodi es as they wal k in.

ERI CA
Thanks, babe, you're the
best. [I’'lIl see you later?
GABE

You know you will.

Bai |l ey goes in, |ooking back at Gabe with a mldly disgusted
| ook on her face.

INT. CITY NIGHT CLUB - CONTI NUQUS

City NNght Qub is a few years past its prine. It’s worn
down and the crowd is all alittle past their prine as
well. Not the hottest club in town. Misic thunps.

Bail ey and Erica enter the club. Bailey |ooks around
nervously as she follows Erica, who nmakes a beeline toward
the bar. The two have to shout over the nusic.

BAI LEY
How did you do that?
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ERI CA
Gabe and I go way back. Let’s get
you a drink. Hey Carl!

CARL, the bartender, notices Erica with a big smle on his
face. FErica pushes her way through the crowd to the bar and
ki sses himon the cheek.

CARL
Erica! How the hell have you been?

ERI CA
Geat! This is Bailey.

CARL
(shaki ng Bail ey’ s hand)
Bail ey? Nice to neet you. What
can | get you girls?

ERI CA
Two | ong i sl ands.
CARL
Com n’ up.
BAI LEY
What is that?
ERI CA
Trust nme, you' Il like it.

An unattractive M DDLE- AGED MAN approaches the two with a
perverted smle.

M DDLE- AGED MAN

Well, what do we have here?
BAI LEY
Unh, hi.
ERI CA
What do you think you' re | ookin
at ?

M DDLE- AGED VAN
| just wanted to buy you two fine
| adi es a drink.

BAI LEY
Ch, that’s alr--
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ERI CA
Sure. Wy not?

Carl puts the drinks on the bar in front of Bailey and
Eri ca.

CARL
That' Il be 18 even.

ERI CA
Qur friend here’'s got it.

M ddl e- Aged Man ponies up to the bar and pulls out his

wal let. Erica pulls Bailey by the hand and the two retreat
into the crowd quickly, before their suitor can see where

t hey’ ve gone.

They nove to a tall, dark corner table and have a seat at a
coupl e of bar stools while scoping out the place.
ERI CA
So whaddaya t hi nk?
BAI LEY

(taking a sip)
| think I"mdrunk. Wat is in

this?
ERI CA
Just drink it fast, it’ll burn
| ess.
BAI LEY
Wiy is everyone so ol d?
ERI CA
Hey, now
BAI LEY
|"mjust sayin ...they're all,
i ke, 30.
ERI CA

Well, ny dear, this is a

bar. Technically, you have to be
over 21 to even enter. Besides,
there are plenty of hot guys here.

BAI LEY
Show ne one.

Erica | ooks around the room scoping out the crowd. She
sees a good-1 ooking guy dancing with a young, scantily-clad

girl.
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ERI CA
Ha! There’'s one! He' s already
t aken, though.

Bail ey 1 ooks in the direction Erica was pointing and
di scovers, to her horror, that the dancing guy is actually
Austin, her boyfriend.

BAI LEY

Ch, ny God.
ERI CA

[t’s OK, I"'msure there' s nore--
BAIl LEY

(interrupting)
No, you don’t understand. That’s

Austi n.
ERI CA

Your boyfriend Austin?
BAI LEY

Yes.
ERI CA

That son of a bitch.

Erica gets up out of her seat and starts towards
Austin. Bailey grabs her arm

BAI LEY
No! What are you doi ng?

Erica continues, with Bailey trailing behind her. Erica
wal ks up to Austin, who is grinding seductively on his dance
partner, and taps himon the shoul der.

ERI CA
Excuse me?

Austin, thinking that she wants to dance with him begins to
nmove in on Erica as well.

AUSTI N
|"’mnot really into cougars, but I
can nmake an exception if you' re up
for a threesone.

ERI CA
What ? No! GCh ny God!
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Bai l ey steps toward them upset, and Austin sees her. He's
i medi ately flustered. H s dance partner takes the cue and
| eaves.

AUSTI N
Bay. .. hey! Wat are you doing
her e?
ERI CA
| brought her, you di ckhead.
AUSTI N
Whoa whoa whoa! [It’s not what you
t hi nk.
ERI CA

Oh yeah? Because it |ooks |ike
you' re hooking up with other girls
when you’ re supposed to be dating
my daughter.

AUSTI N
(sl ow on the uptick)
Whoa! Daughter?...You re Erica?

ERI CA
Who the fuck did you think | was?

BAI LEY
Austin? How could you do this to
me? After earlier--

AUSTI N
Oh, hey...conme on, Bay...you know
how | feel about you. | was just
dancin’.

BAI LEY

We had sex, what? Five hours ago,
and now you’'re out here--

AUSTI N
Hey, you were the one who wanted to
do it!

BAI LEY
Vll, I wish | could take it

back. Go to hell, Austin.

Bailey turns to | eave, Erica follows her towards the door.
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ERI CA
Hey, you OK?
BAI LEY
| can’t believe I lost ny virginity
to that asshole. What was |
t hi nki ng?
AUSTI N
(shouting fromacross the
room

Wel | fuck you, Bailey! You weren’'t
even any good!

ERI CA
(to Bailey)
Wait here.

Eri ca wal ks back to Austin, very angry.

ERI CA

(Shouting at Austin)
Fuck her? Well, Fuck you, you
fucking pencil dick. (very l|oudly,
pl aying to the room of on-I|ookers)
| hope your next girlfriend doesn’t
m nd your obsession with little
girl’s underwear. Hey, no
j udgnent .

The crowd | ooks di sgusted and backs away from Austin.

AUSTI N
Hey! \Wat the--Wit--no!

Eri ca wal ks back to Bailey, and the two wal k out the front
door .

INT./EXT. ERICA' S CAR - N GHT

Erica is driving and Bailey is in the passenger

seat. Bailey is crying hysterically and |loudly, Erica |ooks
at her unconfortably. She puts a hand on her shoul der.

ERI CA
Hey, it’s gonna be OK
BAI LEY
| thought he |oved ne! | thought

he was the onel
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ERI CA
You thought that guy was "the one"?
BAI LEY
Well...yeah! Why in the hell did I
have sex with hinf
ERI CA
| don’t know. Wiy did you have sex
wi th hinf
BAI LEY
Because you told ne to!
ERI CA
h. Well, I"'msorry--1 guess | was
wWr ong.
BAI LEY
It’s not your fault. | should have

foll owed Tom and Andy’ s advi ce and
dunped hima long tinme ago.

ERI CA
They didn't |ike hinf

BAI LEY
Andy’ s al ways said he’s a tool.

ERI CA
Vell, why didn’t you
listen? Andy’'s awesone. He knows

his shit.

BAI LEY
| don’t know Mom and Dad |i ked
hi m

ERI CA

Mom and Dad |i ked Tyler too, and
| ook at how that turned out.

Bail ey cries hysterically again.
ERI CA
Ch, hey...I'msorry. | didn't nean
it that way.
BAI LEY
| can’'t believe M. Gearing s ny
dad!
Mor e cryi ng.
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ERI CA
C non, he’s not so bad...he has a
really high opinion of you

BAI LEY
He hates ne!

ERI CA
He does not hate you.

BAI LEY
Then why did he give nme a C+ on ny
final paper and presentation? |
coul d have been val edi ctori an!

ERI CA
You heard what he said--you could
do better. Also...was there public
speaki ng i nvol ved?

BAI LEY
Yeah, why?
ERI CA
No reason
Mor e cryi ng.
BAI LEY

This is the worst day of ny life!

Erica pulls the car over and parks on the shoul der of the
road. They are in the mddle of nowhere. Bailey |ooks up,
conf used.

ERI CA
This is the worst day of your
life? Really? Wll, do you know
what the worst day of ny life was?
BAI LEY
No.
ERI CA

It wasn’t the day that | al nost got
raped by a guy in a bar bathroom

or the day that | got ny first

DU . Hell, it wasn’'t even the day
that | found out | was

pregnant. The worst day of nmy life
was the day that | signed over ny
rights to be your nother.
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BAI LEY
What’ s your point, Erica?

ERI CA
l"mtrying to give you sone
perspective, daughter!

BAI LEY
Stop saying that! | amnot your
daught er.

ERI CA
Like it or not, yes, you are. Now
cone here.

s Bailey to her for a hug. Bailey cries on

Erica’'s shoul der as she conforts her

Bail ey thi

BAI LEY
It’s just that...everything is so
fucked up now

ERI CA
| know.

BAI LEY
| wanted to backpack across Europe
W th Austin.

ERI CA

Real | y? Europe? Wth that guy?
BAI LEY

What ?
ERI CA

Oh, nothing. He just doesn’'t seem
very...worldly, that's all

nks on this for a nonent and stops crying.
BAI LEY

You know what? You're totally
right.

Eri ca shrugs her shoul ders as Bailey cones to a stark
realization

BAI LEY ( CONT.)
What the hell was |
t hi nki ng? Austin wouldn’t have

backpacked across Europe. Hell, he
never even took a foreign | anguage
cl ass.
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ERI CA
Real | y?

BAI LEY
He said that since he lived in
Anerica, he only needed to speak
Arrer i can.

Erica | ooks at Bailey incredulously, then begins to
giggle. The two start to crack up.

ERI CA
Seriously?

BAI LEY
Yeah. He was al so planning on
getting a confederate flag tattoo.

ERI CA
Bai | ey!
BAI LEY
| know, | know. But what can

say? He's hot.

The two begin to giggle again, then go into full-belly

| aught er.

ERI CA
Ch, Bay, you can do so much
better. You will do so nuch
better.

BAI LEY
| just wish he’'d never seen ne
naked.

ERI CA
Yeah, well...you didn’'t send him

any pictures or anything, did you?

BAI LEY
What ? Ch, God no!

ERI CA
Then don’t worry about
it. (beat) Hey...where does he
live?
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EXT. CONVEN ENCE STORE - N GHT

Erica and Bailey exit Erica s car and run into the
conveni ence store, hand-in-hand. G ggling.

When they exit, nonments |later, both are running back to the
car carrying several packages of toilet paper.

EXT. AUSTIN S HOUSE - N GHT

The house is a run-down double-wide, with a few | awn
ornanents in the front. Beer cans litter the
driveway. Rednecks live here. The lights are all out.

Erica and Bailey are up to no good. They are throwing rolls
of toilet paper over the trees, sonetines two at a tine.

The [ awn ornanents get |lots of attention, Erica turns each
one into a tiny |awn numy.

Bail ey takes a roll and spells out "MAN WHORE" in gi ant,
toilet paper letters on the front |awn.

The two are having a wonderful tine. They re giggling and
trying to be quiet, and they don’t stop until they run out
of anmo.

EXT. BAILEY S HOUSE - N GHT

Erica and Bailey are sitting on the hood of Erica s car,
| ooking up at the stars. FErica is catching up on Bailey’'s
life. They are happy and rel axed.

BAI LEY
Heck yes, | was a two-tine spelling
bee chanp! G ve ne a word.

ERI CA
How about . .. precoci ous?

BAI LEY
P-RE-CGOCI-0US Pr ecoci ous.

ERI CA
"1l trust you on that one.

BAI LEY
(1 ooking at her watch)
Oh ny gosh! 1t’s alnost 5:30. The
sun will be up soon.
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ERI CA
Ww, really? 1 don’t renmenber the
last tine | was up this late
W t hout some sort of drink in ny
hand.

BAI LEY
Do you think...you have a problenf

ERI CA
Wth what?

BAI LEY
You know -drinking. You seemto do
it alot.

ERI CA
| do.

BAI LEY
Do you think you should maybe give
it arest?

ERI CA
" m not hurting anybody.

BAI LEY
No, | guess not...

ERI CA
| like it. 1”mold enough.

BAI LEY
Well, tonight’s been a bl ast.

ERI CA
|”ve had a great tine with
you. Let’s not have to do it
agai n, though, OK? No nore |osers.

BAI LEY
VWor d.

ERI CA
To. .. ne. Ha!

BAI LEY
You know what? | think I'll go to
Eur ope anyway.
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ERI CA
Real ly? Ww. | wish I could do
sonmething |ike that.

BAI LEY
You should come with nel!

ERI CA
| don’t even have a place to
live. You think |I can afford to go
jetting off to Europe?
BAI LEY
|’mgoing to get a few credit cards
to pay for it.

ERI CA
| have al ways wanted to see the
Eiffel Tower...

BAI LEY
Let’'s doit. W'Ill ride trains and
stay in hostels.

ERI CA
W' Il pick up a couple of hot guys
who don’t speak a word of
English. Everyone will think we're
sisters.

BAI LEY
The way | did.

A nonent of silence and reflection between the two of them
as they look up at the stars. They are happy
dreaming. Bailey sits up, ready to go in.

BAI LEY
Well, I've got to get to bed. [I'm
supposed to be working the Honor
Soci ety bl ood drive tonorrow.

ERI CA
Bl ood drive?

BAI LEY
Yeah, we do it every year. |'mthe
NHS President--or, | was--so |’ve

got to be there.

ERI CA
M ss comunity service.
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BAI LEY
Do you wanna cone? You could give
a pint.

ERI CA

| don’t know. .. needl es--

BAI LEY
| just thought it’d be nice to
spend a little nore tine together.

ERI CA
K, 11l give it a shot. \What the
hel | .

Bai |l ey gets down fromthe car, happy.

BAI LEY
Geat. W’'IIl |eave at noon

ERI CA
| think I’m gonna stay out here a
little bit longer. Goodnight.

BAI LEY
Goodni ght . . . nom

Bai l ey races inside before letting Erica react to the word
"monf. Erica’s happy--a mni-breakthrough.
EXT. GAS STATION - DAY

Erica pulls her car up to the punp. It rattles when it
stops--this is one crappy car.

Erica gets out of the driver’s side, sw pes her card, and
begins filling up.

Bail ey gets out of the front passenger side.
BAI LEY
" m gonna get a water before
donating. Do you want anything?

ERI CA
Cof f ee.

BAI LEY
Creanf? Sugar?
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ERI CA
Bl ack. Big one.

Bai | ey heads towards the conveni ence store, opens the door
and goes in.

| NT. CONVENI ENCE STORE - CONTI NUQUS

It’s a small -town conveni ence store--everything feels
old. The floors haven’t been nopped in a few weeks, at
| east. One of the florescent lights is flickering.

There are a few conveni ence itens--tanpons, band-ai ds,
vi enna sausages--all dusty and sone of them bearing
sun-faded | abel s from about five years ago.

The one part of the store that |ooks clean and new is a wal
of liquor bottles. They clearly sell a lot of them

Two nmen dressed in hunting gear, are mulling over a whiskey
pur chase toget her.

Bail ey wal ks directly to the back of the store and grabs a
bottle of water out of the cooler.

Standing in front of an open cooler full of various energy
drinks is Austin, |ooking very hung over, wearing the sane
clothes as the night before. Bailey doesn't notice him at
first.

AUSTI N
Bai | ey?

BAI LEY
What are you doi ng here?

AUSTI N
Getting a Monster. Late night.

BAI LEY
"1l bet.

Bai l ey turns her back on himand wal ks over to the | one
coffee maker in the store. She pours sone coffee into the
bi ggest cup she can find and puts a lid on it.

AUSTI N
Look, you got the wong idea. That
girl is a friend of mne, she’'s ny
cousin Any’'s stepsister.
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BAI LEY
Ew. That woul d nmake her your
cousin too.

AUSTI N
It woul d?
BAI LEY
Uh, yeah.
AUSTI N
Well, it doesn't matter, 'cuz

not hi n” happened.

BAI LEY
C non, Austin. You can think up a
better lie than that.

AUSTI N
It’s true, | swear! And I’mnot a
man- whor e.
BAI LEY
So you have been hone.
AUSTI N
My nomis so000 pissed.
BAI LEY
Good.
AUSTI N

| don’t even want to go back there.

BAI LEY
If you're trying to nake ne fee
sorry for you, it’s not going to
work. | can’t believe you, Austin.

AUSTI N
Bel i eve what ever you want.

BAI LEY
You enbarrassed ne in front of
Erica and a roomfull of strangers!

AUSTI N
You were enbarrassed? YOU were
enbarrassed? How do you think
felt, everyone thinking | was a
si ck-0?

ks up to the CLERK and puts her two drinks on the
He rings her up.
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BAI LEY
| have to go. FErica s waiting for
me, we have to get to the bl ood
drive.

AUSTI N
Can we pl ease just talk?

CLERK
$2. 43.

Bai |l ey pays for the drinks and gets her change back.

BAI LEY
Maybe |l ater. | have to go.

She wal ks out the door.

AUSTI N
(after her)
"1l text youl

We can see Bailey get in the car with Erica through the
front glass doors. The car |eaves.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL GYM - DAY

The High School gymis set up for a blood drive. There are
cots lined up in rows with students and adults sitting in
them donating bl ood.

On one of the cots is Bailey. A NURSE is just finishing
getting her set up, covering the needle in her armwth a
pi ece of gauze. She hands Bailey a stress ball.

NURSE
Now, just give this a good squeeze
ever 5-7 seconds, okay
sweetie? You let ne know if you
start to feel |ight-headed.

BAI LEY
OK, thanks.

Erica is ushered over by a volunteer and shown to the cot
next to Bailey. She sits down as the vol unteer hands the
paperwork off to the nurse.

BAI LEY

(to Erica)
Al set up?
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ERI CA
Barely made it. M last tattoo was
13 nont hs ago, so | guess |’ m good.

NURSE

Is this your first tinme donating?
ERI CA

| have a deep-seeded fear of

needl es.
NURSE

Oh, you won’t even knowit’s in
there. Let’s get you set up. Let
nMe see your arnmns.

i nspects the inner el bows of both Erica s arns,

pressing around to find the right vein. Erica |ooks

terrified.

The nurse
the materi

BAI LEY
You gonna be OK?

ERI CA
Is it hot in here?

BAI LEY
| " m ki nd of cold.

ERI CA
Huh.

NURSE
Looks like this left armis going
to be our best bet. |Is that OK
w th you?

ERI CA
Fi ne.

begins cleaning the site with iodine and preparing
al s.

BAI LEY
| ve given bl ood every eight weeks
since | was eligible. It's really

not that big a deal

ERI CA
Everyone keeps saying that.
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BAI LEY
Just think of all the good you're
doing. You are
saving. soneone’'s. life.

ERI CA
Right. You' re right.

Tyler, who is there helping out with the event, wal ks by the
pair with a clipboard in his hands.

TYLER
Hey there you two.

BAI LEY
Ch...hi. | forgot you were hel ping
out today.

TYLER
Every year. Wonderful job,
Bail ey--great turn out. (to Erica)
Bai l ey was in charge of advertising
in the community. She got a |ot of
butts in the cots.

BAI LEY
(cool)
Thanks.
ERI CA

|’mjust having a bit of a
nmel t down, do you m nd?

TYLER
First tine? 1t'lIl be fine. Just
don’t | ook.

NURSE
(sticking the needle in
Erica’ s vein)
Just a little stick here--

Erica | ooks anyway, just in tinme to see a giant needl e going
into her arm Al at once, she’'s very dizzy and | ooks very
pal e.

ERI CA
Ch ny God! Stop! |'mgonna--

Erica pukes all over the floor next to the nurse. This is

not sanitary. The nurse is barely phased. She's used to
this kind of thing.
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NURSE
Leonard! W' ve got a puker over
here! Lie back, sweetie, we'll get

you all cleaned up.

A man cones over in a white nurse’s uniform he appears to
be in charge. He and the nurse get Erica s cot reclined al
the way back and put a cold, wet rag on her forehead.

ERI CA
This is beyond enbarrassi ng.
TYLER
"1l go get the janitor.
BAI LEY
Well...at least you tried.
ERI CA
| get to pick the next activity,
K, Bay?
BAI LEY
Al right.

I NT. MALL, NEAR FOOD COURT - DAY

Erica and Bailey are wal king out of the food court, through
the mall with drinks in their hands. Erica still |ooks a
bit woozy, but Bail ey |ooks great, healthy.

Bai l ey’ s wearing a bandage around her el bow and a "Hug ne, |
gave bl ood!" sticker. FErica is wearing a band-aid and an "I
tried to give blood" sticker.

BAI LEY

(re: the drink in her hand)

Is that helping at all? Do you
feel any better?

ERI CA
Cettin’ there. | know that Andy
says novies are a cure-all, but

not hi ng makes ne feel better than a
little retail therapy. Let’'s do
this.

BAI LEY
Oh. Yeah.
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ERI CA
Kudos to you for donating bl ood,
though. Cearly you re a better
wonman than ne.

BAI LEY
Than | .

ERI CA
VWhat ever .

BAI LEY

| can’t believe | forgot that M.
Gearing was the NHS sponsor. Ugh.

ERI CA
You should really give hima
chance, Bay.

BAI LEY
W' re just so...different.

ERI CA
Nah, | think your problemis that
you' re too nmuch alike, if anything.

BAI LEY
How can you say that? | am nothing
like him

ERI CA

Let’s see here, you | ook alike--

BAI LEY
Take that back!

ERI CA
--you both get offended easily,
you’' re both grammar freaks, you
bot h have a strong work ethic,
you' re both do-gooders, you're both
super-crazy-smart, you both get
that sanme bew | dered | ook on your
faces when you realize that you're
wr ong about sonmet hing..

Suddenly sel f-conscious, Bailey quickly changes her faci al
expr essi on.

BAI LEY
K, K, | get it.
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ERI CA

Shall | stop?
BAI LEY

Pl ease, before | throw up too.
ERI CA

You just had to go there, didn't

you?

Bail ey shrugs it off, light-heartedly. She is happy to be
her e.

BAI LEY
(sincerely)
" m having a really good tine,

Erica.
ERI CA
Aw, ne too!
BAI LEY
No, | nean, a really good tine.

can’t believe |I’'ve been m ssing out
on this all these years.

ERI CA

Never again, Bay. Never again.
BAI LEY

So, you’ll stick around?
ERI CA

| prom se.
Bai l ey thinks about this for a nonent. She is, at this
nmonment, suprenely happy.
| NT. MALL CLOTHI NG STORE - DAY
Bail ey and Erica are shopping in a store with lots of young,
trendy clothing. Erica has a pile of clothes in her arns,
they’ re both picking through the racks.
Erica picks up a tiny tube top and holds it up to Bail ey.

ERI CA
Whaddaya t hi nk?

BAI LEY
Maybe. . .
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ERI CA
Conme on, Bay. You’ve got a great
body, you should show it off while
you still can.

BAI LEY
| never thought |1’'d even consider
sonmething this slutty--

ERI CA
Hey!
BAI LEY
--but after last night...l think
"1l give it a try.
ERI CA
Atta girl!
BAI LEY
There’'s a lot of cute stuff here,
actual | y.
ERI CA
(handing Bailey a stack of
cl ot hes)
Here, why don’t you go in and try
these on, and I'l|l pass you nore

stuff as you go.

Erica shoves Bailey into a dressing roomwith a fewitens
and continues to hunt around.

MONTAGE

-Bai |l ey cones out of the dressing roomwearing the tube top
and a denimmni skirt, covering herself unconfortably.

- She goes back in before Erica can even see the outfit,
Erica is disappointed.

-Bail ey cones out wearing a very tight, very bright
dress--sonet hing a hooker woul d wear.

-Erica loves it.
-Bai | ey vetoes.

-Bailey struggles to take off the too-tight dress--she’s
st uck.

-Erica helps Bailey get out of the dress. |It’'s next to
i npossi bl e.
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-Bail ey comes out of the dressing roomwearing a shapel ess
floor-length maxi dress.

-Erica vetoes.
-Erica hands Bail ey nore clothes through the curtain.
-Bail ey conmes out wearing a hideous knee-|ength poncho.

-Bail ey cones out wearing a |l owcut sequin tank top and
fitted jeans.

-Erica and Bailey both love it.

-Bail ey cones out wearing a |l ong peasant skirt and a white
A-cut tank top

-Bail ey conmes out wearing a strapless nmaxi dress.

-Bail ey cones out wearing a vintage t-shirt and a denim
skirt.

-Bail ey conmes out wearing a pair of jeans and a sheer, flowy
chiffon top. She does a spin.

-Erica and Bailey agree, it’s perfect. Sone good
conprom ses were nade

BACK TO SCENE

I NT. MALL CLOTHI NG STORE, CASH REG STER - LATER

Erica thrusts a pile of clothing up onto the counter and the
CASHI ER begins to ring them up.

BAI LEY
| can’t afford this nmany cl ot hes,
Eri ca.

ERI CA
My treat.

BAI LEY

You don’t have to do that.

ERI CA
|’ mthe one who dragged you here,
now | et me pay. You re gonna need
t hese clothes for your trip,
anyway.
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BAI LEY

K, then. Ww, thank you!
ERI CA

No problem
CASHI ER

Your total is $206. 85.

Erica pulls out a credit card quickly and passes it to the
cashier. The cashier runs the card as Erica and Bail ey
check out sonme accessories on the counter.

ERI CA
(holding up a pair of
earrings)
These woul d go great with that top
BAI LEY
Ch, definitely.
CASHI ER
Excuse ne, M’ anP?
ERI CA
Yeah?
CASHI ER
This card isn’t working. It says

it’s over the limt.

ERI CA
Hm that’s strange.

Erica pulls out another card and passes it swiftly to the
cashier, hiding it from Bail ey.

ERI CA (CONT.)
Try this one.

BAI LEY
| can put sone stuff back,
really. You don’'t have to--

ERI CA
Bail ey, just calmdown. |[|’ve got
t his.

The cashi er takes the other card and runs it.
CASH ER

Ww  You' re both naned Bailey? |
t hought you were sisters.
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BAI LEY
Huh?

CASHI ER
VWait...are you sisters? Your
parents named you both Bail ey?

Bai |l ey | ooks confused. FErica |ooks busted.

ERI CA
Oh, no...l just go by Bailey
soneti nes.

CASHI ER

(suddenl y suspi ci ous)
Can | see your |ID please?

ERI CA
O course.

Erica | ooks through her wallet and sifts through cards. W
can see that she has two driver’s licenses. She pulls out
the one with the nanme "Bailey Baxter”™ on it and hands it to
the cashier. Bailey sees the ID and begins to get upset.

BAI LEY
What’' s t hat?
ERI CA
What' s what ?
BAI LEY
Wiy do you have an ID with ny nane

on it?

Erica tries to play it off, she doesn’'t want the (very
suspi ci ous) cashier to catch on.

ERI CA
What are you tal king about, silly?

CASHI ER
Ma’am is this your real |D?

ERI CA
O course it’s ny real ID. Cane
fromthe DW and
everything. See? That's ny
pi cture.

CASHI ER

(to Bail ey)
| s her nane Bail ey Baxter?
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Bailey isn't sure of what to do. She doesn’'t want to get
Erica in trouble, but she’'s pissed at Erica for using her
name.

BAI LEY
That’ s what the ID says.

The Cashier is unconvinced, but she doesn’t really want to
get involved in anything, so she relents and hands Erica the
receipt to sign.

CASHI ER
Si gn here.

Erica signs the receipt, the cashier gives her another copy
and t he shoppi ng bag.

ERI CA
Thank you.

She hightails it out of the store with Bailey quick on her
tail.

| NT. MALL, OUTSIDE OF CLOTHI NG STORE - CONTI NUOUS

Erica is wal king quickly out of the store, Bailey is
trailing her, flustered.

BAI LEY
Erica. FErica. FErical WII you
pl ease stop?

Erica stops and sits on a bench with her shopping bag,
relieved she wasn't caught. Bailey sits next to her.

BAI LEY ( CONT.)
What was that all about back
t here? Wiy do you have an ID and
credit card with nmy name?

ERI CA
Look, | don’t want you to freak
out .
BAI LEY
Go on.
ERI CA
A few years back, | opened an

account with your nane.
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Bailey is
forth.

70.

BAI LEY
You what ?

ERI CA
| wanted to do you a favor! Do you
know how inmportant it is to build
up a credit history?

BAI LEY
Exactly how big is ny credit
hi story?

ERI CA
Exactly? 1'mnot really sure.

livid. She gets up and starts paci ng back and

ERI CA ( CONT.)
| nove a lot! It’s hard to keep
track of all ny bills when they
don’t follow ne fromplace to
pl ace.

BAI LEY
How many cards, Erica?

ERI CA
| think there's five.

BAI LEY
Five? You opened five credit cards
innmy name to "help nme out"? Wat
in the hell were you thinking?

ERI CA
It got out of hand!

BAI LEY
No shit it got out of hand! How
could you do this to ne? D d that
card that was declined have ny nane
on it too?

Erica | ooks down at the floor. Her silence confirns
Bai | ey’ s suspi ci on.

BAI LEY
| can’t believe you, Erical! O all
t he--how am | supposed to get a
credit card now? | guess we can
ki ss Europe goodbye!
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ERI CA
| was planning on having all the
cards paid off by the tine you
graduated. | thought | had nore
tinme!

BAI LEY
What do you nean you thought | had
nore tinme?

ERI CA
| thought you graduated next year.

BAI LEY
Are you kiddi ng ne?

ERI CA
Look, it's not that bad. W'l
work this out.

BAI LEY
How much?

ERI CA
| said | don't know.

BAI LEY
Bal | par k.

ERI CA

Around. .. 15, 0007

BAI LEY
| have to sit down.

Bailey is on the brink of a breakdown. She sits on the
bench and puts her head between her knees. She is angry and
hurt.

ERI CA
I’m..I"’msorry, Bailey.

BAI LEY
| think you should | eave now.

ERI CA
| can’t just |eave you--

BAI LEY
Go.

Erica | eaves Bailey sitting on the bench. She takes the
clothes with her. Bailey begins to sob.



72.

EXT. TYLER S HOUSE - EVEN NG

Bai |l ey wal ks up a sidewal k and approaches the front door to
t he house of her English teacher, M. Gearing. The house is

small but neat. It’'s a tidy bachelor pad. d ean but
bori ng.
She's still upset. She knocks forcefully on the

door. Tyler answers with a confused | ook on his face.

TYLER
Bail ey. What are you doi ng here?

BAI LEY
| have questions, and | think
deserve answers.

Tyl er opens the door and notions her in.

I NT. TYLER S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

The house is tidy, but packed up. There are boxes
everywhere, sone seal ed, sone still open. The big furniture
is still there.

Bai l ey charges in, Tyler shuts the door behind her.

TYLER
VWhat | nean is, how did you get
here?

BAI LEY
| was at the mall. | know a girl
who works at The Gap. | waited for
her to get off and she drove ne
her e.

She suddenly notices the boxes.

BAI LEY ( CONT.)
Are you novi ng?

TYLER
Yes, actually--to Chicago.

BAI LEY
| didn't know t hat.

TYLER
| didn’t want a |ot of people to
know. What’s goi ng on,
Bail ey? You | ook upset.
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Wth this,

Tyl er

pul

73.

Bai | ey breaks down. She begins to cry.

BAI LEY
| ve been spending a |l ot of tine
wth Erica |l ately.

TYLER
Yeah? Well, that’s...good.
BAI LEY
She’ s been using ny identity.
TYLER
She what ?
BAI LEY
She stole ny identity! | can't

believe it. She has an ID and
credit cards and everyt hing.

s out his cell phone, angry.

TYLER
That is not OK

BAI LEY
What are you doi ng?

TYLER
We need to call the police. W
have to report this.

BAI LEY
No, don’t.

TYLER
Don’t? W have to, Bailey. |I'm
sorry. | know you don’t want to

get her in trouble, but she can't
keep on doing this.

BAI LEY
et me talk to her about
| get her to stop.

Just. . .|
it. 11

TYLER
But the inplications this will have
on your life--your credit
score--you nay not even be able to
get a job. W don’t know what
she’ s done under your nane.
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BAI LEY
| didn’t really cone here to talk
about her.
TYLER
Ch?
BAI LEY
| canme here to tal k about you.
TYLER
Oh.
BAI LEY

If 1’ myour biologica
daughter...why do you hate ne so

nmuch?
TYLER
| don’t hate you, Bailey. 1 love
you.
BAI LEY
You don’t know anyt hi ng about ne.
TYLER
| know everyt hi ng.
BAI LEY
How?
TYLER

|”ve kept up. Your parents--Alice
and M ke--have been great. They’ ve
kept ne involved your whole life.

BAI LEY
They have?

TYLER
Yes. You probably don’t know this,
but | was there for your

ki ndergarten graduation. | was
t here when you were crowned fifth
grade spelling bee chanp. | sent

you a present every Christmas and
bi rt hday noney every year

BAI LEY
Wait...you re uncle Tyler?
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TYLER
| guess so. |Is that who they said
the gifts were fronf

Bai | ey nods.

BAI LEY
| never realized..

TYLER
| can’t tell you howdifficult it’s
been, all these years, watching you
grow up before ny eyes, but not
being able to even give you a
hug. | had to see every mlestone
fromthe shadows.

BAI LEY
| had ny appendi x out when | was
thirteen--

TYLER

| was right there in the waiting
roomuntil the doctor told us you'd
made it through surgery.

BAI LEY
You were?

TYLER
It took all of nmy willpower not to
tell you. | wanted to wite it on

your papers in class, "Geat work,
but no daughter of m ne confuses
your and you're!™

BAI LEY
So that’s why you were so hard on
nme?

TYLER

It was the only parenting | could
really do, you know?

BAI LEY
| guess. But now you’'re | eaving
anyway...to Chi cago?

TYLER
| just have to finish packing up
and tie up a few | oose ends at
school, then I’mon nmy way in a
coupl e days.
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BAI LEY
That’s too bad. It mght have been
nice to...spend a little tine
t oget her.

TYLER
| had no idea we’'d get the
chance. |’ve been waiting for
years--1 thought they’ d never tel
you.

BAI LEY
| wish they hadn’t.

TYLER

(ouch)

BAI LEY

| don’t nean that--I just

mean--this has been a big
adj ust nent .

TYLER
| know. | can inagine, |
mean. Erica told ne that you were
re-thinking coll ege?

BAI LEY
Yeah, | was...before |I broke up
Wi th Austin. Now | have no idea.
TYLER
Thank God!

Bai l ey shoots hima look as if to say, "what the hell?"

TYLER
Not that you re unsure of your
future--1"mjust happy that you

broke up with Austin. | know I'm
not supposed to say this, because
|’ ma teacher and all, but | really

hated that kid.

BAI LEY
| know. Everyone saw it but
me. He was cheating on ne. At
least...l think he was. He says
that he wants to talk, but | don’t
know what to think anynore.
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TYLER
Don't do it, Bailey.
BAI LEY
Do what ?
TYLER
Take hi mback. You' re better than
that. 1It’s your last summer hone,

don’t waste it on that idiot.

BAI LEY
| was thinking about going
away--taking a trip to Europe for
t he sumer--but Erica screwed that

up.
TYLER

How? You were going to use credit?
BAI LEY

Yeah.
TYLER

You know, | really think we should

go to the authorities about this.
BAI LEY

Just, let nme think about it.
TYLER

Hey, since I'mnoving, | have to

finish everything in ny
freezer--want sone ice creanf

BAI LEY
Sur e.

I NT. TYLER S HOUSE, KITCHEN - LATER

The kitchen is littered with boxes, sparse but clean. Tyler
and Bailey are sitting at the kitchen table, eating.

There is a snorgasbord of food in front of them-all from
the freezer: a carton of ice cream sone cooked corn dogs,
tater tots, frozen pizzas, chicken tenders--all junk.

Bailey is eating directly out of the ice creamcarton with a

spoon, Tyler is snacking on everything else, one at a
time. He has a plate wth ketchup on it in front of him
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TYLER
In retrospect, maybe | shoul d have
had a party.
BAI LEY

| hope you didn’'t pack up the
antaci d yet.

TYLER
Dam it, | think | did.

BAI LEY
(serious again)
What did you ever see in her

anyway? | nmean, you two seem i ke
pol ar opposites. How did | even
get here?

TYLER

Erica’s changed a lot. W always
had different personalities, but
there was a tine that | really was
in love with her.

BAI LEY
She told nme that you didn’'t date
for |ong.

TYLER
That’s not true. W actually dated
on and off for about two years. It

wasn’t until you were born that we
broke up for good.

BAI LEY
Because you were nmad at her?
TYLER
What do you nean?
BAI LEY
For getting pregnant.
TYLER
What ? No, of course not,
Bailey. | wanted to keep you. |

proposed to her, but her
parents--your parents--woul dn’t
allowit. They didn't want anyone
to know that she was pregnant.
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BAI LEY
She told ne that--not that you
proposed, but that Mom and Dad
woul dn’t | et her keep ne.

TYLER
They shi pped her off to your aunt’s
house, and | was so heart broken
that | just couldn’t handle it. |
threw nyself into school and she
handled it in a slightly different
way.

BAI LEY
Booze?

TYLER
Anmong ot her things.

Bai | ey stops eating, upset. She hangs her head in shane.

BAI LEY
How coul d I have been responsi bl e
for screwing up so nmany people’s
lives, and | didn't even know it?

Tyl er noves his chair closer to hers, puts his arm around
her for confort.

TYLER
Hey, you didn’t screw up anyone’s
l[ife. You didn't.

BAI LEY
| had no i dea.

TYLER
There is absolutely no reason for
you to take any bl ane here. You
have done not hi ng wrong.

BAI LEY
It'’s hard to believe that.
TYLER
Qur actions were all our own. |

anyt hi ng woul d have been done
differently back then, you wouldn’'t
be who you are today. You are an
amazi ng young wonan,

Bail ey. You ve got a whole world
of possibilities ahead of you, al
you have to do is believe in
yoursel f.
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BAI LEY
It's hard soneti nes.

TYLER
| know it is. But | also know that
you show nore prom se and potenti al
t han any ot her student in
cl ass--and not just from an
academ cs standpoint. You are a
truly good, kind, caring person. |
am so proud of you. | should have
told you that before.

BAI LEY
That neans a lot to hear. Thank
you.

Bailey leans in and gives Tyler a long, heartfelt hug. He
doesn’t want to let go, he’s waited for so | ong.

BAI LEY
| really need to get hone--Mm and
Dad are probably wondering where |
am

TYLER
Do you think it would be okay if
you and | kept in touch? Through
emai | or sonet hi ng?

BAI LEY
| think that would be really nice.

TYLER
Do you need a ride hone?

BAI LEY
Yeah, thanks.

TYLER
"1l get my keys.
| NT. BAILEY' S HOUSE, FAM LY ROOM - NI GHT
Bail ey walks in the front door right as her cell phone
rings. Mke and Alice are sitting on the couch, very

upset. Alice is crying, Mke has a phone up to his ear.

Bai | ey | ooks down at her cell phone just as Mke and Alice
noti ce her wal ki ng in.
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M ke and Alice junp off the couch,

daughter.

The two rush over to give Bailey a big hug,

BAI LY
Are you guys calling ne?

ALl CE
Bai | ey!

M KE
Oh, ny God. You're OK

in the process.

M ke grabs his keys froma side table and they al

t he door,

BAI LEY
Yeah, I'm..fine. What’s going on?

M KE
We just got off the phone with the
police. They said that you' d been
dri nking and driving and that there
was an accident. | was just
calling your phone to nmake sure--

BAI LEY
What ? No, |--oh nmy God! FErical

ALI CE
VWhat? Weren't you with
her? D dn't she bring you hone?

BAI LEY
No, M. Gearing brought me hone.

M KE
Cearing? Tyler? Wit a mnute,
where’s Erica?

BAI LEY
She nmust be in the hospital.

ALl CE
| don’t understand. Wy would the
police think that Erica was you?

M KE
Tell us on the way, I'I1 drive.

conf used.

81.

ecstatic to see their

snot heri ng her

head out
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| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

A dim private hospital room FErica is in the sole bed, her
face i s banged-up and she’s got lots of scratches. Her arm
isinasling. She is resting her eyes.

Bai | ey knocks lightly on the door and enters the room from
the brightly-lit hall. The sound of her entrance wakes
Erica. She opens her eyes and | ooks over at Bail ey.

Bail ey wal ks calmy over to her, stoically. She is not
happy. Erica is still happy to see her.

ERI CA
Bail ey...how did you know | was
her e?

BAI LEY

The police called Mom and
Dad. They told themthat | was in
the hospital.

ERI CA
On. That’s right.

BAI LEY
| guess that’s what happens when
you drink and drive with soneone
else’s IDin your wallet.

Erica has no idea of howto respond to this. She’s hangs
her head in shane.

BAI LEY ( CONT.)
The doctor said that it | ooks worse
than it is--thank CGod for
that. You |look terrible.

ERI CA
| feel terrible.

BAI LEY
What did you do? Head straight
fromthe mall to the liquor store?

ERI CA
Look, | don’t need a |l ecture from
my daughter right now.

BAI LEY
| am not your daughter.
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ERI CA
Bai |l ey- -
BAI LEY
No. | am not your daughter. You
gave birth to nme, yes, but you are
no nother of mne. | have a great

nmom and she woul d never do what
you’ ve done to ne.

ERI CA
Are they here with you?
BAI LEY
In the waiting room | told them
that | wanted to talk to you first
ERI CA
Did you tell them what happened
earlier?
BAI LEY
| had to. | also told the police
who were waiting in the | obby for
you.
ERI CA
You what ?
BAI LEY
| wasn’t going to. | was planning
on working all this out between the
two of us.
ERI CA
| guess | screwed that up.
BAI LEY
What in the hell were you thinking?
ERI CA
| was upset!
BAI LEY

So you drank a bottle of vodka and
hopped in the car? That makes no
sense.

ERI CA
| al st made it to--
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BAI LEY
You al nost killed yourself! O
sonmeone elsel Wiat in the hell is

wrong with you? Can’'t you get it
t hrough your head? This is not
somet hi ng you can do, Erica!

ERI CA
| told you, I don’'t need a lecture
ri ght now.

BAI LEY

| shouldn’t have to | ecture
you! You're fifteen years ol der
than ne, you should know better

than to do this kind of crap. |I'm
17 years old, and | know
better. It’'s tinme to grow

up. Just...grow up.

ERI CA
You think it’s so easy? You have
no idea what kind of life |I’ve been
living. You don't know what it’s
like to | ose your child at fifteen
and to be forced to go on as if
nothing is mssing all these
years. You' ve been
m ssing! You' re a piece of nme, and
you’ ve been gone. Do you know what
that’ s Iike?

BAI LEY
|"ve been right here, the whole
time. You were the one who left,
Erica: you. And I'’mnot going to
bl anme nyself for your pitiful life
anynore. |f you wanted to | ove ne,
you knew where to find ne.

ERI CA
| couldn’'t cone back here.

BAI LEY
But you could go everywhere
el se? Myve around the country with
a bunch of strange nen? Face
it: you ran away. Nobody forced
you to abandon nme. You did it al
by yoursel f.
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ERI CA
| guess | shoul d have never cone
back.
BAI LEY

Wiy? So that you could go on
living off nmy nanme and on ny

credit?
ERI CA
So that I wouldn’t have made you
hate ne.
BAI LEY
| don’t hate you.
ERI CA
You don’t?
BAI LEY
No | feel sorry for you. You

need hel p, Eri ca.

ERI CA
Nobody will help ne. Mom and Dad
are going to cut ne off entirely
after this--

BAI LEY
| nmean professional help. Like
r ehab.
ERI CA
Fuck that.
BAI LEY
Vell, | don’t think you re gonna

have a choice in the matter. The
cops said you al nost took out a
whole famly in a mni-van when you
hit that fence.

ERI CA
| did?

BAI LEY
Add that to the identity theft...

ERI CA
Oh ny God. What am | going to do?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

86.
BAI LEY
Anyway, | just wanted to |et you
know that...l don't really want to
hang out anynore.
ERI CA
Wy ?
BAI LEY

Come on, you know why. This isn't
going to work out.

ERI CA
You can’t just kick nme out of your
life.

BAI LEY
| mnot saying that I’'lIl never see
you again. | just think it’s a

good idea if you take care of al
this stuff on your own. Get your
life in order, then we'll see if we
can build sonme sort of a

rel ati onshi p.

ERI CA
Ckay, 1’11 try.
BAI LEY
You will?
ERI CA
If that’'s what it takes. | nean,

it won’t happen overnight--

BAI LEY
O course not.

ERI CA
"1 try.

BAI LEY
Prom se?

ERI CA

| said I'd try, okay?

BAI LEY
Mom and Dad are waiting, |’ m going
to wait outside for them |’]
cone back tonorrow to see how
you' re feeling.
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ERI CA
| love you.

BAI LEY
(reluctantly)
| love you too.

Bai |l ey reaches over and gives Erica a light kiss on her
cheek, then wal ks out. As she |eaves the room M ke and
Alice barrel in, causing a commotion.

EXT. TYLER S HOUSE - N GHT

It’s the mddle of the night. The street is quiet, not a
porch light is on. The world is asleep. A CELL PHONE
Rl NGS

I NT. TYLER S HOUSE, BEDROCOM - CONTI NUOUS

There are boxes all around the room sone hal f-open. The
dresser drawers are open.

Tyl er, sleeping soundly in his bed, is startled awake by the
PHONE RI NG NG on his bedside table. He bolts up in bed and
turns on a lanp--usually late-night calls are serious.

He | ooks at the phone and doesn’t recogni ze the nunber. He
answers, a bit nervous.

TYLER
Hel | 0?

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - SAME TI ME

Erica is propped up in her hospital bed, the roomdimy
lit. She is holding the receiver fromthe bedsi de phone up
to her ear.

She’s had a | ot of norphine and is enotional, nostalgic,
desperate. Sad.

ERI CA
H, Tyler.
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| NTERCUT -- PHONE CONVERSATI ON

TYLER
Erica?
ERI CA
Are you busy?
TYLER
VWhat tinme is it?
ERI CA
Sorry, were you sl eeping?
TYLER
| s everything okay? Were are you?
ERI CA
l"min the hospital. | was in a

car acci dent.

TYLER
Oh ny God! \Where’'s Bailey, was she
with you? Are you okay?

ERI CA
Bailey wasn’t with ne. She’s fine.

TYLER
Ch, thank God.

ERI CA
| " m okay too...just dislocated ny
shoul der, lots of cuts and brui ses.

TYLER
Good.

Sil ence on her end.
TYLER ( CONT.)
| mean, that it wasn't nore
seri ous.

Si | ence agai n.

ERI CA
What are you wearing?

TYLER
Huh?
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ERI CA
| mss you.

TYLER
" mnot going to do this right now

ERI CA
Oh, cone on. |I'min the
hospital. That warrants a little
synpat hy phone sex.

TYLER
This isn’t a good idea. |I’'m
hangi ng up now.

ERI CA
Wai t - - why?

TYLER
Lots of reasons. For one, you're
not maki ng any sense.

ERI CA
Sorry, |I’m punped full of pain
killers.

TYLER
Bai l ey canme by earlier and told ne
what happened at the mall. How
could you do that to her? Your own
daught er ?

ERI CA
Listen, | don’t know what she told

you, but she’'s blow ng this whole
t hing way out of proportion.

TYLER
You stole her identity.
ERI CA
| was going to pay everything off.
TYLER
Way did you call nme?
ERI CA
| mss you, Tyler. Being around
Bai l ey--1 see you in her, so
much. It rem nded ne of how nuch

m ssed you.
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TYLER
| mssed you too--1 did. But after
everything that’s gone on, | don’t
think I can do this.

ERI CA
But | thought--

TYLER
(ready to hang up)
Get sone rest, 1'Il talk to you
t onor r ow.

ERI CA
(Qui ckly--she’s desperate to
keep himon the line)
| f we could just work things out,
if we could just be together, I
t hi nk that you, ne, and Bail ey
could really be a famly, you know?

TYLER
| don’t think that's going to work.

ERI CA
Why not ?

TYLER

(bl owi ng up)
Because your daughter can’t trust
you! Because | can’t trust
you! You call nme up in the mddle
of the night, thinking you can nake
everything better with sex, well
you can’t!

ERI CA
But...don’t you want ne anynore?

TYLER
It’s not that | don’t want you.
just don’t think this is a good
idea. You have a | ot going on that
you need to figure out right now.

ERI CA
So Bailey hates ne and now you hate
me too. Geat.

TYLER
Nobody hates you.
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ERI CA
No, | get it. It’'s too late.
TYLER
It’s too | ate.
ERI CA
|"msorry | called. | won't bother
you agai n.

When Erica hangs up, she is gone. Tyler |ooks at his phone
and sees that she’s hung up on him He turns off the |ight
and |ies back down, staring at the ceiling.

No sl eep tonight.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY
It is the next day.

Bailey walks in to Erica s hospital roomcarrying a bouquet
of flowers. The bed is enpty. She |ooks around for any
clue that Erica is still around, but nothing is there.

| NT. HOSPI TAL NURSE' S DESK - CONTI NUQUS

A HOSPI TAL NURSE is sitting behind the desk, going over
charts. Bailey wal ks up, flowers still in her hand.

BAI LEY
Excuse ne?

HOSPI TAL NURSE
Yes, dear?

BAI LEY
Do you know i f they noved Erica
Baxter? The room she was in
yesterday is enpty.

HOSPI TAL NURSE
Are you a fam |y nmenber?

BAI LEY
| m her sister.

HOSPI TAL NURSE
The police haven't contacted you?
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BAI LEY
No, why woul d t hey?

HOSPI TAL NURSE
Ms. Baxter |eft |ast night.

BAlI LEY
Did they take her to jail?

HOSPI TAL NURSE
No, but they'd like to. She snuck
out. The police are |ooking for
her now.

Bail ey i s shocked and upset at this news.

BAI LEY
She what? Wy woul d she do that?

HOSPI TAL NURSE
Do the police have your
information, if they need to
contact you?

BAI LEY
| gave it to them yesterday.

HOSPI TAL NURSE
|’msorry, M ss.

BAI LEY
Me too. Thanks.

Bailey is fed up. She wal ks away, throw ng her flowers in
the trashcan on the way out.
| NT. HOSPI TAL WAI TI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Bail ey stornms down the hall on her way out of the
hospital. She is sad, but nostly angry.

As she passes through the waiting room she sees Austin
sitting there, holding a bottle of crappy vodka with a cheap
bow stuck to the front. Bailey stops in her tracks when she
sees him

BAI LEY
Austi n?

Austin stands up to greet her.
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AUSTI N
| went by your house, your nom said
you were here.

BAI LEY
What in the hell are you doing
here? (re: the bottle) What's

t hat ?

AUSTI N
| wanted to see you. You won’t
return ny texts. | heard about

Erica, and | thought 1'd stop by
and bring her a get well present.

BAI LEY
You brought her a bottle of vodka?
AUSTI N
| thought she'd like it.
BAI LEY
Coul d you be any dunber?
AUSTI N
What ?
BAI LEY
Erica isn't here. | guess the
rumor-mill in this town doesn’'t
turn quite as fast as | thought it
di d.
AUSTI N
Huh?
BAI LEY

She bailed. She’s gone.
Wth this news, Austin steps in, sensing that she’'s
vul nerabl e, hoping to confort her. He puts his hand out to
touch her shoul der.
AUSTI N

Ch, hey, I'"'msorry Bay. | didn't
know.

Bailey is fed up. Enough.

BAI LEY
Don’t touch ne.

Austin steps back, her words sting.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 94.

BAI LEY ( CONT.)
| didn’t text you back because |
don’t want to see you or talk to
you ever again.

AUSTI N
| told you, she was ny cousin’s
step sister, it was noth--

BAI LEY
(interrupting)
It doesn’t even matter! Hell, I'm
gl ad that you cheated on nme at this
poi nt
AUSTI N

(over her)
| didn’t cheat on you!

BAI LEY ( CONT.)
--because it helped ne to see what
everyone el se could see the whole
time. You are a loser, Austin. |
am so nuch better than
you. Spending all that tinme with
Erica nade ne realize that it
doesn’t matter how cl ose you are to
sonmeone; if they suck, you need to
cut them | oose. You suck
Austin. |I’mcutting you | oose. Go
fuck your cousin or your cousin's
sister or whoever the hell you
want. It’s over.

Austin stands there holding his sad little bottle of vodka,
| ooki ng stunned...and really pathetic.

Bail ey stornms out of the hospital, conpletely exasperated.

I NT. ANDY’ S HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - DAY

Andy and Bailey are |ounging around the living room eating
popcorn. The novie The Bourne ldentity is playing on the
television. Bailey |ooks confused. Andy |ooks high.

BAI LEY
Andy. ..l don’'t think this novie is
about identity theft.

ANDY
Yeah, | think you' re right.
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BAI LEY
Don't get nme wong--the car chases
and stuff are great--1 just don't
think it really pertains to ny
si tuation.

ANDY
| guess not.

BAI LEY

| really appreciate the thought,
but | don’t think there’s a novie
that’ Il help in this situation.

ANDY
There’ s al ways a
novie. Always. Sonething wll
wor k here. .

Andy gets up and | ooks through his DVD collection. He pulls
out a box.

ANDY
Wanna watch Star Wars?
BAI LEY
Star Wars?
ANDY
Yeah, you know. "I am your father"

and all that.

BAI LEY
Uh, that’'s OK

ANDY
Al right, but nobody woul d nmake
Erica | ook better than Darth
Vader. Identity theft |ooks pretty
paltry next to trying to overthrow
the entire Galactic Enpire.

Andy puts the DVD box back in its place and | ooks through
the titles. Bailey watches himfor a nonent.

BAI LEY
Hey, Andy?

ANDY
Yeah?
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BAI LEY
How cone you never went to film
school ? | nean, you obviously | ove

nmovi es nore than anything in the
worl d. The short filnms you nmake

are great.

ANDY
| was going to go. | was actually
accepted into NYU

BAI LEY
Real | y? That's amazing! What
happened?

ANDY
Well, | wasn’t as smart as you are,

so | didn't have schol arships to
pay for it. Mmand Dad were al
ready to send nme anyway, but then
Eri ca got pregnant, so they needed
the noney for hospital bills and
di apers.

BAI LEY
|’ mthe reason you never went to
filmschool ?

ANDY
Nah, not really.

BAI LEY
But you just said--

ANDY
| got the loans. By that tine,
t hough, 1’ d kind of tal ked nyself

out of it.
BAI LEY
Why ?
ANDY
Oh, you know, | thought | wasn’t
tal ented enough, | thought everyone

woul d | ook down on ne, com ng from
a small town. That kind of thing.

BAI LEY
| guess | can understand that.
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ANDY

Yeah, but now | see that | should
have gone for it when | had the
chance. Maybe 1'd still be here
working for Tomand making little
films with my digital canera, but
at least | would have given it a
shot .

Bai |l ey thinks about this for a few nonents.

BAI LEY
So, you think I should go to
col |l ege then, huh?

ANDY
| know you shoul d.

A KNOCK AT THE DOOR. Andy goes to answer it. Tyler is
standing on the other side, he has an envelope in his
hand. Andy gives hima bro-hug, happy to see him

ANDY
Tyler! How the hell you been, bud?

TYLER
H, Andy. |s Bailey here?

Andy notions toward Bailey on the couch. Tyler wal ks over
to her. Andy sits back on the other couch. Bailey stands
up to greet her biological father.

BAI LEY
H . What are you doing here?

TYLER
| had a | ate-ni ght phone call from
Erica | ast night.

ANDY BAI LEY
Real | y? You di d?

TYLER
You haven't heard from her?

BAI LEY
No. What did she say?

TYLER
She called nme up, high on
pai nkillers, wanting to get back
t oget her.
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ANDY
From the hospital ?

TYLER
That' s what she sai d.

ANDY
Wel |, she’s gone now.

TYLER
| know-the police called ne this
norning. | told them about our
conversation, but | have no idea
where she went.

(beat)
She shouldn’t have left this way,
Bai | ey.
BAI LEY
Yeah, well...it was only a matter
of tinme. | should have never |et

nmysel f get so close to her.

TYLER
Regardl ess, | just wanted you to
know that |’ m sorry.

BAI LEY
It’s not your fault.

ANDY

(to Tyler)
Bay tells ne that you're noving to
the Wndy Cty. You need any help

packi ng up?
TYLER
Actual ly, no--1’ve changed ny m nd,

|’ m not going to Chicago.

BAI LEY
Why not ?

Tyl er hands Bail ey an envel ope. She opens it.

BAI LEY ( CONT.)
VWhat' s this?

TYLER
Pl ane reservations, hotel
reservations, a rail pass--you
| eave for Barcelona in a week.
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Bailey is
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BAI LEY
What ?

TYLER
| don’t think you should have to
m ss out on that kind of an
opportunity just because of Erica.

BAI LEY
You bought ne a trip to Europe?

over and inspects the travel docunents with

TYLER
Wl l, vyes.

ANDY
Ww, Tyler. That’s awesone.

ecstatic. She gives Tyler a huge, excited hug.

BAI LEY
| can’t believe this!

TYLER
But, there are sone strings
attached. These tickets will get
you back a week before cl asses
start at State. By taking this
trip, you' re promsing ne that you
won’'t | et your scholarship go to

wast e.
ANDY
Sounds |ike a pretty sweet deal to
me, Bay.
BAI LEY
| don’t know...l don’t even know

what | want to study.

TYLER
You're a witer.
BAI LEY
| thought | could be, but--
TYLER
No. You are a witer. |'msorry

didn’t nmake that clearer to you
before. You have so nmuch tal ent,
Bailey. Don't let it go to waste.
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BAI LEY
This is the nbst anmazing
gift. Thank you so nuch! But,
it’s too nuch...l can’t accept it.

TYLER
| want you to have it.

BAI LEY
But...you gave up your nove for
this? Chicago...you could get out
of here once and for all.

TYLER
| think I was running away froma
town and a school with a |ot of sad
menories. | don't see it that way
anynore, now that |’ve got you. o
see the world, Bailey.

She thinks about it for a nonent, then realizes that there's
not hing standing in her way. This is so exciting.

BAI LEY
Okay. I'lIl go. 1'Il send you a
postcard fromevery city. This
nmeans nore to me than--thank you so
so so nuch!

Bai l ey gives Tyler another big, heartfelt hug. Andy wal ks
over to the DVD wall and pulls out a novie.

ANDY
Wio wants to watch European
Vacati on?

| NT. BAILEY’ S BEDROOM - DAY

Bailey is packing for her trip. There are clothes thrown
all about the room sone on the bed. She’'s trying to fit as
much as possible into a | arge backpack. 1t’s a challenge.

Alice cones into the doorway and knocks lightly on the open
door. She is carrying a small bag.

ALI CE
Can | cone in?

BAlI LEY
Sure!l Just packing up.
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ALl CE
| see. Quite a project, isn't it?

BAI LEY
How am | supposed to fit an entire
summer’s worth of clothes into a
backpack?

ALl CE
This is sone graduation gift. Kind
of makes the hundred bucks your dad
and | gave you |l ook pitiful,
doesn’t it?

Bai |l ey reaches in and gives her nom a hug.

BAI LEY
Aw, Mom
ALl CE
Back to Mon?
BAI LEY
| m sorry about that.
ALl CE
No, I'msorry. | should have never

put you through all of this. Your
dad and | shoul d have been honest
fromthe begi nning.

BAI LEY
| understand why you
weren't. FErica’ s not really
nmommaterial. | would have been
better off not know ng.

ALl CE
Oh, don’t say that.

BAI LEY
(shrugs)
At |l east | have a spare dad now who
can afford to send ne on expensive
trips.

ALl CE
Are you sure you're going to be
okay traveling all by yourself?

BAI LEY
1’1l be fine. | think the tine
al one will be good for ne.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 102.

ALl CE
l"mreally glad you ve decided to
go to college, I have to say. |

hated the idea of you throw ng the
whol e thing away.

BAI LEY
Yeah, | don’t know what | was
t hi nki ng.

ALl CE
So, will it be witing?

BAI LEY

It is decidedly so.

ALl CE
In that case...

Alice hands the bag to Bailey. She |ooks inside and takes
out a bl ank | eat her-bound j ournal .

BAI LEY
You didn’'t have to do that,
Mom  Thank you.

ALl CE
Now, | want you to wite down
everything you see. | want to know

what every | eaf | ooked |ike and how
every train seat snell ed.

BAI LEY
| think | can handle that. | |ove
you, Mom

The two share a warm hug.
ALI CE
| love you too.

| NT. Al RPORT, SECURI TY CHECKPO NT - DAY

Bailey is on her way. She has her backpack on, a ticket in
her hand, and her famly is there to see her off.

Andy is there. Tom and Jennie are there with the baby, Alice
and M ke are weeping, and Tyler is also there to see her

off. Bailey's going down the line, hugging each famly
menber as they say their final farewells.
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M KE
Now, you keep an eye on your things
at all tinmes, and nake sure you
keep your noney and passport close
to your body. Don’t put themin
your backpack.

BAI LEY
CGot it.

ALl CE
D d you pack confortabl e wal king
shoes?

BAI LEY

O course. And plenty of
underwear, Mm

JENNI E
Take |l ots of pictures!

TOM
Yeah, and nmake sure you upl oad them
as you go so we can see that you're

saf e.
BAI LEY
I will, I will.
ANDY

If you make it to Ansterdam bring
me back a souvenir.

BAI LEY
| will. But only a t-shirt.

ANDY
Yeah, K

TYLER
Just have a great tine.

BAI LEY
Thank you so much. Again, | cannot
even tell you how nmuch this nmeans
to me.

TYLER

It’s my pleasure.
BAI LEY

You' re the best thing that’s cone
out of this whole situation.
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The two hug again, a big, father-daughter hug. They both
tear up.

TYLER
| can’t believe |I’mactually here
to see you off--1 don’'t have to

watch fromacross the room This
is the happiest day of ny life.

ANDY
AWV,

BAI LEY
"1l mss you all so nmuch. 1’1l be
in touch, | prom se.

M KE

K, now go, go! Before we all
start to cry.

BAI LEY
K, K 1I'lIl see you all in
August !

Bai | ey breaks away and heads through security. The whole
famly watches her, happy and sad at the sane tine. They
turn around and wal k away.

As they head out of the airport, nobody notices Erica,

st andi ng beside a plant, watching the whol e scene play out.
She is very bruised and scratched, still has her armin a
sling.

Now she’s the one watching fromafar, hiding in the shadows.
After the coast is clear, Erica takes her luggage (a few
shoppi ng bags stuffed full) from behind the plant. She
linps over and stands in |ine for security. She' s going
sonewher e t oo.

FADE OUT

THE END.



