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TELLUS

ACT ONE

FADE IN

SUPER: NASA Headquarters, 2020

INT. NASA LOBBY -- DAY

Members of the press gather in front of a raised podium where 
NASA ADMINISTRATOR CHARLES BANKS stands, making hand gestures 
to quiet down the crowd so that he can speak.

CHARLES BANKS
Quiet please. Some stories have 
leaked about our recent discoveries 
using Stage Two Kepler technology. 
My purpose here is to set the 
record straight. We ...

REPORTER ONE
(interrupting)

Administrator Banks, is it true 
that NASA has found Earth’s sister 
planet?

CHARLES BANKS
Well, I suppose that depends on 
your definition of ‘sister planet,’ 
but I can tell you that as far as 
we can tell it is capable of 
supporting human life. I can also 
tell you that it lies in a 
habitable zone that is 
significantly closer to us than 
Kepler 22B or any of the other 
potentially habitable planets we’ve 
discovered in the past.

REPORTER TWO
Other than proximity, how is this 
planet different from Kepler 22B or 
the others?

CHARLES BANKS
Because it’s significantly closer 
we are able to state more 
confidently that it’s capable of 
supporting human life. 



REPORTER ONE
If it’s significantly closer, then 
why are we just now discovering it?

CHARLES BANKS
That actually remains a puzzle. 
There are competing theories on why 
it was previously obscured and we 
are working on it.

REPORTER THREE
Do you have plans of a manned 
mission to the new planet?

CHARLES BANKS
It’s not that close ... c’mon. 

The crowd quiets a bit as the point appears to dampen their 
building enthusiasm. Finally, Reporter One’s hand goes up.

CHARLES BANKS (CONT’D)
Yes?

REPORTER ONE
What are we going to call Earth’s 
new sister planet?

CHARLES BANKS
It’s name ... is Tellus.

SUPER: Janex Corporate Headquarters, 2030

INT. JANEX, INC. HALLWAY, NEW YORK CITY -- DAY

A well-dressed woman, BARBARA JANEXIA (55) walks through a 
posh hallway, followed by a small group of men in suits. The 
only sound is her heels CLICKING on the floor. They stop at a 
glass door leading to a conference room from which excited 
voices emanate. Barbara turns to the young man at her side, 
her son, JARED JANEXIA (31). 

BARBARA
Well, there’s no turning back now.

JARED
Now is the time, mother. When you 
open that door everything will 
change ... for everyone.

BARBARA
I wish your father was here.

JARED
Let’s not keep them waiting.
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Jared opens the door for his mother and as the crowd hushes 
they enter the 

INT. JANEX, INC. CONFERENCE ROOM, CONTINUOUS

Barbara gets behind the podium as the suits take their seats 
behind her. 

BARBARA
Thank you all for attending, I 
think that you’ll be glad you did. 
There’s been speculation that our 
announcement would be that Janex is 
purchasing Coca-Cola.

The room starts buzzing as several reporters raise their 
hands. But Barbara waives them off.

BARBARA (CONT’D)
While that sounds tantalizing, I 
can assure you that we are not and 
that this announcement is of more 
import than a corporate 
acquisition; even a big one. 

The room is silent as Barbara shares a meaningful look with 
Jared and then with her two other children, twins AUDREY (33) 
and Nick (33) who sit together in the front row.

BARBARA (CONT’D)
My late husband Phillip had two 
great passions. The first was 
helping people connect through 
advances in telecommunication 
technology. His ground-breaking 
work in this field has helped the 
company that his father founded 
grow to become the largest business 
in the world. His other passion ... 
was space.

Jared slowly rises to his feet and walks over to his mother 
and stands at her side. She acknowledges him and continues.

BARBARA (CONT’D)
Phillip worked extensively with 
NASA on distal space communication 
until the massive NASA cuts in 
2022. At about this time Phillip, 
along with my daughter Audrey, 
embarked on two related projects 
for our company - accelerated 
transportation technology and space 
exploration.
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(a beat)
My son, and my right hand at Janex, 
Jared will provide details on these 
endeavors.

Barbara cedes the microphone to Jared who gives her a brief 
hug and then steps into the spotlight with a small smile. 

CUT TO:

Audrey sits on the edge of her seat, her face beaming with 
pride for what is about to be announced. Nick slumps back in 
his seat and rolls his eyes as the rest of the room anxiously 
awaits what his little brother has to say.

CUT TO:

JARED
Thank you, mother. My mother has 
invited you all here to share what 
is the greatest technological 
discovery of our time and, well, 
actually, probably of all time. 
While NASA has been unable to 
aggressively pursue its research 
due to budget cuts, Janex has taken 
up the mantle of advanced transport 
technology and space exploration.

Jared pauses, looks toward Barbara, who nods approvingly, 
takes a sip of water and proceeds. 

JARED (CONT’D)
After years of research and testing 
we have developed faster than light 
propulsion technology. We have 
named this transportation 
innovation, Ultra Speed of Light 
technology, or USOL. 

A buzz goes through the room and several reporters wave their 
hands to gain his attention, but Jared simply raises his 
voice over the commotion.

JARED (CONT’D)
It has allowed us to go further in 
space exploration than most have 
ever dreamed. A decade ago NASA 
discovered Earth’s sister planet; a 
planet capable of supporting human 
life. ... With USOL technology, we 
have been able to reach that planet 
with manned missions. ... We have 
been to Tellus. 
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The audience erupts in excitement as reporters cease raising 
their hands and simply yell questions that can’t be 
understood for the roar of the crowd. 

CUT TO:

INT. OVAL OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D.C. -- DAY

The president, HECTOR COSTAS, stands in front of a large 
television screen, watching the Janex press conference. His 
expression is ashen. VICE PRESIDENT HALLIE MARTINDALE stands 
behind the president, arms crossed, along with GENERAL 
FRANKLIN DODGE and two other staff members, AIDES JEREMY 
THOMPSON and DOTTIE KWAN. Various other staff members rush in 
and out of the Oval Office.

CUT TO:

INT. JANEX, INC. CONFERENCE ROOM -- SAME TIME

JARED
We are very fortunate to have award-
winning director BILLIE TOMPKINS on 
our team.

Jared motions to Billie who nods in recognition and walks 
toward the podium.

JARED (CONT’D)
Billie has been given unprecedented 
access to the inner workings of 
Janex and the Tellus project. 
Having recently traveled to Tellus, 
Billie has been kind enough to 
prepare a short film to share with 
you all. Billie? 

Billie steps up to the podium. 

BILLIE
Thanks, Jared. And thank you to 
members of the press for granting 
me the privilege to share with 
you... Tellus!

The lights go down and the film begins to play on a large 
screen behind the podium.

ON SCREEN - A stunning brunette spokeswoman, TARA LANG, 
stands on a tropical beach; an imposing and lavish compound 
stands behind her, just behind the tree line. 
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TARA (ON SCREEN)
Hello, I’m Tara Lang and I’m here 
on this south Pacific island to 
introduce you to the Janex company 
and guide you on their journey in 
shaping our future. As you can see 
behind me, they have quite a 
research facility here. Let’s take 
a look.

ON SCREEN - Now clad in a lab coat, Tara leads the viewer 
through an impressive research facility where a small crew of 
scientists work with very futuristic machinery. 

TARA (ON SCREEN) (CONT’D)
The operation here at Janex can be 
a little intimidating - even to a 
tech qeek like me. Phillip Janex 
was clearly a visionary in 
developing the Ultra Speed of 
Light, or USOL, transportation 
technology. 

ON SCREEN - She walks over to a large door that looks like it 
should be on the front of a bank safe or nuclear reactor. 
Audrey Janexia comes from off camera to join her. 

TARA (ON SCREEN) (CONT’D)
Behind this door is where the Janex 
USOL technology happens. Of course, 
that’s a trade secret, but I do 
have Head of Research Audrey 
Janexia here with me -- Audrey, 
what can you tell us about USOL?  

AUDREY (ON SCREEN)
Well, I can tell you that it was my 
father’s passion. He worked 
tirelessly on it ... and now I 
follow in his footsteps by working 
tirelessly on it. 

They share a forced laugh.

AUDREY (ON SCREEN) (CONT’D)
But seriously, the process is 
pretty amazing and we’ve spent a 
great deal of time and money 
testing it to ensure that it’s safe 
and environmentally responsible. Of 
course, we’ll continue to work to 
improve our capacity for transport 
and speed. But it got us to Tellus 
and that was our goal. 
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TARA (ON SCREEN)
Which brings us to Janex’s amazing 
journey to our sister planet. 
Behold Tellus!

ON SCREEN -- An establishing shot of the planet, followed by 
edited footage of scientists in the Tellus base camp (a not 
fancy but modern looking building) examining new plant life 
and small animals.

ON SCREEN -- Back to Tara, now standing in front of a 
waterfall in a tropical part of Tellus. The terrain, flora, 
and fauna are somewhat like Earth’s yet quite distinct in 
subtle and sometimes not so subtle ways.

TARA (ON SCREEN)(CONT’D)
Not only does Tellus provide a 
wealth of new resources, it is also 
stunningly beautiful. I’m standing 
just ten miles from where the first 
manned mission to Tellus landed. 
And, I can tell you, from the sand 
between your toes to the air that 
you breath it’s perfectly safe and 
the weather feels great!

ON SCREEN -- Edited footage of some of the larger animals of 
Tellus - including a dog-like animal the size of a lion; 
beautifully colored birds that look much like the extinct 
Dodo; an incredibly cute Koala-like creature that gently eats 
leaves out of someone’s hand, and some animals that look 
nothing like those of Earth. Breathtaking views of the 
natural wonders of Tellus (canyons, mountains, jungles, 
beaches, etc.) are also featured. 

CUT TO:

INT. OVAL OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D.C. -- SAME TIME

GENERAL DODGE
Is this some kind of elaborate 
corporate prank?

PRESIDENT COSTAS
Jeremy, have we received any 
messages on this that I haven’t 
seen for some reason?

Jeremy hold up a tablet reader and checks. 

JEREMY
Mr. President you received a 
confidential message from Barbara 
Janexia about thirty minutes ago.
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PRESIDENT COSTAS
Read it to me!

Jeremy balks a bit, but the president glares at him.

JEREMY
Um, yes, Mr. President. “Dear 
Hector, we’re making a very 
important announcement today. I’d 
love to talk with you about it at a 
mutually convenient time.”

PRESIDENT COSTAS
That’s it?

JEREMY
That’s it. That’s all. 

PRESIDENT COSTAS
A ‘mutually convenient time’? I’m 
the president of the United States, 
damn it!

(a beat)
Franklin, you’re telling me you 
know nothing about this?

General Dodge sheepishly shakes his head.

PRESIDENT COSTAS (CONT’D)
How does someone send people out of 
the earth’s orbit to another 
planet, and back, and we have no 
intel on it?

GENERAL DODGE
I don’t know, Mr. President, but 
we’ll look into it immediately.

President Costas huffs in frustration and after an awkward 
moment all eyes return to the screen.

CUT TO:

RETURN TO THE FILM -- ON SCREEN

Tara stands in front of the Tellus base compound.

TARA (ON SCREEN)
You’ve witnessed just a small slice 
of the wonder that is Tellus. As 
you can see it’s very much like 
earth, but distinctly Tellus. 
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Of course, we have only begun to 
explore this incredible planet. Who 
knows what adventures await.

INT. JANEX, INC. CONFERENCE ROOM -- SAME TIME

The Tellus film ends, the lights go up, and members of the 
audience begin shouting out questions. Billie looks to 
Barbara for guidance. Barbara steps up to the podium.

BARBARA
Thank you, Billie, for that 
wonderful documentation of our 
journey and discoveries.

Billie acknowledges Barbara with a nod and steps back into 
the group behind the podium.

BARBARA 
I’m sorry, we are not addressing 
questions today, but I can assure 
you that we will provide more 
information at a future date.

Audience members shout questions at Barbara and Jared.

REPORTER ONE
How does USOL work?

REPORTER TWO
Is this for real or a hoax? Have 
members of the Janexia family 
actually been to Tellus?

REPORTER THREE
Did your family’s relationship with 
the president provide you with 
special government treatment?

Barbara freezes in her tracks upon hearing the last question 
and scowls. Jared whispers in her ear and escorts her out of 
the conference room to the elevator. 

CUT TO:

INT. OVAL OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D.C. -- SAME TIME

The group stands awestruck at the film they have just 
witnessed. The president is clearly on edge.
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PRESIDENT COSTAS
All right, dismissed. I need some 
time on this ... Hallie, you stay.

The group clears out and the vice president closes the door 
behind them.

VICE-PRESIDENT MARTINDALE
Mr. President ...

The president gives her a look and gestures with his arms to 
indicate that it’s just the two of them now.

VICE-PRESIDENT MARTINDALE (CONT’D)
Hector, I know this, um, ambush, is 
infuriating, but we can’t be rash.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
Well, she’s put us in a tough spot 
and she damn well knows it. What am 
I going to say to the public when I 
step out that door?

VICE-PRESIDENT MARTINDALE
I guess we’re going to have to 
stonewall the press until we talk 
with her.

President Costas nods, almost reluctantly, and rubs his own 
temples in frustration. He hits his desk intercom button to 
call to an aide outside the office.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
Get me Barbara Janexia. And if 
she’s not answering, then keep 
trying until she does!

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE IN:

INT. JANEX, INC., BARBARA’S OFFICE, NYC -- SAME TIME

Barbara, her children, Billie, and a small crew retire to her 
incredible office overlooking the city where chilled 
champagne awaits. Several large TV screens adorn the wall and 
all channels are covering the announcement that was just 
made. They all branch off into small groups to watch 
different channels’ treatment on the multiple TVs while 
Billie pulls out her video camera and begins filming.

Jared along with Janex publicist KELLY MITCHELL and a SUIT 
watch one news account of the announcement. The NEWS ANCHOR 
interviews a remote location SCIENTIST on split screen.

NEWS ANCHOR (ON TV)
So, professor what do you make of 
this? It seems straight out of 
Hollywood.

SCIENTIST (ON TV)
I don’t know exactly what their 
motivation is here, but this is 
simply not feasible. It’s clearly a 
hoax. You’re right in that 
everything they showed could be 
easily produced in a movie studio.

Jared hands them both glasses of champagne and takes a sip.

JARED
So, do you think anyone is going to 
believe us?

KELLY
It’s fine if they don’t. Some 
initial skepticism could work out 
well for the company. We played 
this the right way.

JARED
Well, I hope you’ve spun this one 
right.

KELLY
Don’t I always?

Jared smiles and winks at her and the three clink glasses.
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Barbara, Audrey and Nick sidle up to the bar and pour drinks. 
Nick looks like he’s already had more than a few. Billie 
turns her camera attention to them. 

AUDREY (ON CAMERA)
(to Nick)

Ya think you might want to switch 
off to some mineral water?

NICK (ON CAMERA)
Why the hell would I want to do 
that?

BARBARA (ON CAMERA)
He’s fine, Audrey.

NICK (ON CAMERA)
(to Billie)

Well, we’ve conquered space travel 
now. You know what that means, 
right?

BILLIE (O.S.)
No, what?

NICK (ON CAMERA)
Zero-gravity sex, baby!

Audrey rolls her eyes and turns her attention to the TV as 
Barbara glares at Nick who sheepishly turns his attention 
back to his drink.

BARBARA
Billie, delete that ... now.

Bille makes some quick adjustments on her equipment.

BILLIE
Got it; it’s out. How about a quick 
interview with the Janexia women?

Barbara and Audrey nod their approval and move over to 
Barbara’s desk, leaning against it. Billie begins filming:

BILLIE (O.S.) (CONT’D)
Well, how do you all feel about the 
announcement? 

BARBARA (ON CAMERA)
I’m pleased. I mean, that was quite 
a bit of knowledge to lay on 
everyone and no one is rioting ... 
at least not yet.

(she smiles)
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I just wish that Phillip could have 
been here for it.

AUDREY (ON CAMERA)
He would have been beside himself 
with excitement; he would have 
absolutely loved this!

Barbara’s personal assistant, MAX JONES, step in to interrupt 
the filming - clearly it’s something urgent.

MAX
Ms. Janexia, the president is on 
the line for you.

Everyone quiets down a bit.

BARBARA
I guess we knew this was coming, 
didn’t we? I’ll take it in my other 
office.

EXT. BEACH OUTSIDE JANEX COMPOUND, SOUTH PACIFIC -- DAY

Billie and Tara sit on the beach watching the waves.

TARA
So, why are we going to Tellus this 
time? Are we getting more natural 
beauty shots or what?

BILLIE
You know they don’t tell me 
anything until we get there. 
Barbara says go to Tellus, and I go 
to Tellus. That’s the deal.

TARA
I know we’re getting seven figures 
eventually, but the waiting is 
killing me. Mom keeps asking what 
I’m doing and I can’t say anything.

BILLIE
Hey, the announcement made you 
famous. She’s got to be impressed 
now. Besides we’ve got to document 
the truth of what’s happening here.

TARA
What truth? Barbara and Jared 
control everything. 
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If we ever went public with 
anything to the contrary we’d lose 
out - all this work for nothing.

Billie places her hand on Tara’s cheek.

BILLIE
I’d never let that happen.

RESEARCH WORKER (O.S.)
Billie! Tara! Come on. We’re 
leaving in ten!

Billie stands and offers her hand to Tara who takes it. The 
two walk toward the research compound hand in hand.

EXT. CAMP DAVID GROUNDS, MD -- DAY

President Costas and Barbara are walking the grounds of Camp 
David with the president’s two pugs. They are both are 
dressed casually. Two secret service agents walk a discreet 
distance behind them.

BARBARA
You know I didn’t want it to come 
out this way, Hector, but I had no 
choice.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
You always have a choice, Barbara.

BARBARA
Hector...

PRESIDENT COSTAS
I’m looking like a fool. My staff 
is working double-time to spin this 
in a positive way.

One of the pugs takes care of business. A secret service man 
approaches to clean up.

PRESIDENT COSTAS (CONT’D) 
(waving away the secret 
service agent)

I got it, Jake.

The president bends down to clean up after his dog, then 
stands back up.

PRESIDENT COSTAS (CONT’D)
So what’s going on here? Is this 
for real? People, important people, 
are saying it’s a hoax.
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BARBARA
It’s not a hoax, Hector. I swear to 
you it’s all quite real.

CUT TO:

EXT. HANGAR FACILITY, JANEX RESEARCH COMPOUND, SOUTH PACIFIC  
-- DAY

The hangar facility at the Janex research compound resembles 
a football stadium. The “ceiling” of the hangar opens and we 
get a glimpse of the work area and the transport ship.

CUT TO:

INT. TRANSPORT SHIP, JANEX RESEARCH COMPOUND, SOUTH PACIFIC -- 
DAY

Billie and Tara are seated in a passenger area of the 
transport ship along with Nick and half a dozen other Janex 
personnel.

AUDREY (O.S. ON SPEAKER)
This is Audrey. We will be 
departing for Tellus in two 
minutes. If this is your first trip 
to Tellus, don’t worry. You may 
feel a bit light-headed when we 
enter and exit the wormhole portal 
gates, but I assure you there’s 
nothing to worry about.

Nick nudges Tara, who looks very nervous, to get her 
attention.

NICK
(Making drinking motion 
with his hand)

You got any on you?

TARA
Not here, no. Why?

NICK
Nothin. It’d just be a lot cooler 
if you did.

CUT TO:
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EXT. CAMP DAVID GROUNDS, MD -- DAY

PRESIDENT COSTAS
How is this even possible? You know 
I’m a bit of a Luddite, but even I 
know this technology is decades, 
maybe centuries, beyond what we can 
do now.

BARBARA
Hector, we’ve spent a lot of money 
and time on this thing. You know I 
can’t give away technology specs, 
not that I could explain it anyway. 
That was always Phillip and 
Audrey’s department.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
Was it Phillip’s decision not to 
tell me?

BARBARA
It was a decision we agreed on.

The president stops and turns to Barbara. He looks at her 
with an intimacy and familiarity reserved only for family.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
Why, Barbara? Why didn’t you just 
tell me?

BARBARA
It’s not that simple. We had to 
give you plausible deniability in 
case the whole project blew up in 
our faces. Can you imagine? 

PRESIDENT COSTAS
But my not knowing... Senator 
Carpenter’s people are all over 
this; saying my ignorance has 
compromised national security. 

BARBARA
We can fix this. Janex can take the 
fall for making the announcement 
without your knowledge. But you 
knew about the project, Hector. 
You’ve known all along.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
But that’s a lie, Barbara. 
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BARBARA
It may be the only way. I’m sorry. 
One day you’ll understand.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
We need to make a joint statement 
as soon as possible. How soon can 
you be ready?

BARBARA
Immediately.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
Of course. You’re always prepared 
for any outcome aren’t you.

BARBARA
You know me so well, Hector.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
Sometimes you make me wish I 
didn’t.

Barbara stops and gently picks up one of the pugs, putting 
the little dog in front of her face like she’s performing a 
ventriloquist act.

BARBARA
Grrrrr!

She laughs and he smiles politely. 

INT. TRANSPORT SHIP COCKPIT -- DAY

The transport ship is exiting the wormhole gate and entering 
Tellus’s orbit. Audrey sits in the lead position of the 
flight deck, along with two co-pilots. Through the window, we 
can see Tellus; it looks a lot like earth.

CUT TO:

EXT. TRANSPORT SHIP, TELLUS ORBIT -- SAME TIME

The transport ship enters Tellus’s orbit. Upon entry through 
Tellus’s atmosphere, the ship begins to shimmy and shake.

CUT TO:

INT. TRANSPORT SHIP COCKPIT, FLIGHT DECK -- SAME TIME

The lights in the transport ship flicker and alarms sound. 
Audrey and the other flight crew members flick switches and 
push buttons on the command screens.
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CO-PILOT 1
Audrey, what’s happening?

AUDREY
I don’t know. Get me Doctor Stav.

CO-PILOT 1
Right away.

CUT TO:

INT.  TRANSPORT SHIP, PASSENGER AREA -- SAME TIME

Billie and Tara are gripping each other’s hands tightly, 
Other passengers scream and look frightened.

NICK
Remain calm folks. It’s all good.

CUT TO:

INT. TRANSPORT SHIP, FLIGHT DECK

AUDREY
Junesco, tell me what to do!

CUT TO:

INT. COMMAND CENTER, TELLUS

From behind, we see the back of a man, JUNESCO STAV, sitting 
in front of a large three dimensional smart screen where he 
watches the transport ship in distress and checks vitals and 
coordinates.

JUNESCO
Don’t worry, Audrey. It’s not that 
bad. 

AUDREY (O.S.)
Tell that to my people on this 
ship.

JUNESCO
You can’t make a regular landing; 
you’ll need to make a water 
landing.

AUDREY (O.S.)
What? Are you serious?
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JUNESCO
You are going to have to trust me, 
Audrey. Do exactly what I say.

CUT TO:

INT. TRANSPORT SHIP, FLIGHT DECK

Audrey flips a series of switches and levers.

AUDREY
Your attention, please! We have to 
make a water landing. They’ll have 
a boat ready for us. Please stay 
calm.

EXT. OCEAN JUST OFF SHORE FROM JANEX COMPOUND, TELLUS -- DAY

A futuristic boat waits as the transport ship comes in under 
distress and not in full control. It splashes down with great 
force, but fully intact. 

With the transport ship floating in the water, the rescue 
boat zooms toward it, bouncing on the waves.

A door on the transport ship opens and Audrey appears. She 
waves at someone on the rescue boat. 

The boat crew throw a line to her, but a rip tide makes 
getting the two vessels together difficult. Passengers slowly 
begin stepping through the open door and jumping to the 
rescue boat, which is bobbing up and down in the water. 

Last to exit the ship are Billie and Tara. As Tara attempts 
to jump to the rescue boat it shifts away and she slips and 
falls into the water. The rip tide immediately draws her away 
from the boat.  

BILLIE
Tara!

TARA
Help!

BILLIE
Audrey! Tara’s in the water.

Audrey and the rescue crew rush to the side of the boat and 
see Tara treading water.

AUDREY
Don’t worry, Tara. We’ll get you 
out of there.
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As the rescue crew are retrieving a rope and life preserver, 
a periscope like eye breaks the water surface a few dozen 
yards behind Tara, spots her, and then submerges. Billie and 
the crew look in terror as the water behind Tara ripples and 
a pair of dorsal fins cut the surface, moving toward her.

BILLIE 
(pointing toward the 
creature)

Audrey, what is that? 

Spotting the sea creature, a look of horror crosses Audrey’s 
face. Tara looks behind her and sees the creature. She begins 
thrashing in the water.

TARA
Help!

AUDREY
Hurry guys, hurry! Tara, stay calm!

The rescuers bring the life preserver and rope to the edge of 
the boat and throw it at Tara. The creature draws closer.

Tara, panicking, struggles toward the life preserver. The 
creature is getting even closer.

Tara finally grabs it and the rescuers begin pulling her onto 
the boat. As she is pulled to safety, the creature leaps from 
the water and its great white shark like jaws miss her by 
inches.

Tara runs toward Billie and they embrace.

BILLIE
Thank God.

EXT. WHITE HOUSE ROSE GARDEN, WASHINGTON, D.C. -- DAY

President Costas and Barbara stand next to one another at the 
podium in the Rose Garden, where dozens of members of the 
press assemble. We catch President Costas in the middle of 
his announcement.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
... and I want to assure the people 
of the United States, as well as 
the rest of the world, that I had 
full knowledge of the developments 
at Janex. As you know, discretion 
requires that the president not 
reveal to the world everything he 
comes to know in real time. 
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Members of the press wave their hands frantically and SHOUT 
OUT to the president, but he ignores their pleas to be 
recognized. He is resolute in getting through this 
announcement without a snag and it shows in his face. Barbara 
is all nervous smiles and navel gazing.

PRESIDENT COSTAS (CONT’D)
I also want to assure you that 
Janex’s USOL transport technology 
and their missions to Tellus are 
very real. While, of course, I have 
not been to Tellus, I have been 
given access to information that 
conclusively verifies the voyages 
to our sister planet. I have asked 
Barbara Janexia to join me here 
today for this announcement. 
Barbara?

The president turns the podium over to Barbara. Her persona 
changes immediately and we see now the steely-eyed and 
confident business mogul who commands the world’s largest 
corporation.

BARBARA
Thank you, Mr. President, for 
sharing this amazing venue to share 
further news of our journey with 
the Tellus project. The discovery 
of Tellus means many things to our 
world: a potential solution to 
overpopulation, vast, untapped 
natural resources, and possibly new 
cures for diseases. The answers to 
so many of our concerns, big and 
small, may be as simple as a short 
trip to this great new planet.

The crowd is clearly captivated by her remarks and the press 
again clamors for recognition from the podium. Barbara, cool 
as ice, turns the announcement back over to President Costas. 
But now they stand side by side directly behind the podium -- 
the world’s largest corporation and the United States 
Government stand as one.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
We live in an era of great change 
and great promise. With the forward 
thinking work of organizations like 
Janex, our possibilities are 
endless.
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President Costas clasps Barbara’s hand and raises it in the 
air as the crowd buzzes with excitement. It seems as though 
they’ve pulled it off.

INT. RESIDENTS’ QUARTERS, TELLUS -- NIGHT

Billie and Tara are relaxing on Billie’s bed. The interior of 
her room is stark with only the essentials - almost like a 
large dorm room. Storage is built into the walls, as is 
Billie’s editing station. Tara gets up and walks over to the 
very small window and looks into the night.

BILLIE
I almost lost you today.

TARA
(smiling)

You can’t get rid of me that 
easily.

Tara walks back over to the bed and snuggles into Billie’s 
arms.

TARA (CONT’D)
Who were those crew men on the 
rescue boat? Have you seen them 
before?

BILLIE
Never. I thought I’d met all of the 
crew. They must have arrived 
between our last visit and today.

TARA
Something seemed different about 
them. They were really quiet. Did 
Audrey say anything to you about 
it?

BILLIE
Let’s not go asking too many 
questions. We’ve got a lot riding 
on this. 

TARA
You’re right. I better get back to 
my room before bed check. 

Tara gets out of bed and heads for the door.

TARA (CONT’D)
I don’t know why they won’t let us 
stay together. Everybody knows.
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BILLIE
Maybe later, once things have 
settled down and they’re not all so 
on edge. Let’s just keep our heads 
down and get through this for a 
while.

Tara opens the door by pushing a button and it opens by 
sliding into the wall.

TARA
Good night.

BILLIE
‘Night. See you in the morning.

Tara disappears behind the closed door. Billie walks over to 
the window and stares out at the night sky.

INT. KITCHEN, JANEX RESEARCH COMPOUND, TELLUS -- NEXT MORNING

Audrey and Nick sit at a table eating breakfast. A Janex 
WORKER comes into the room. Clearly he has something that he 
wants to say, but he doesn’t seem to want to interrupt them.

WORKER
Um, Audrey..

AUDREY
What?

WORKER
I think they spotted it. Your 
Menchun Beast; one of the crew saw 
it yesterday.

AUDREY
Are you sure?

WORKER
It has the same markings and it’s 
the right size, but we can’t be 
completely sure of course. We’ve 
only catalogued about ten percent 
of the animals on the island.

AUDREY
But you think it’s the one.

WORKER
Yeah.

NICK
Well, I guess our day is set.

23.



AUDREY
(to Worker)

Tell the crew member who spotted it 
to meet us in front of the compound 
in thirty minutes.

WORKER
Will do.

He walks away and Nick and Audrey share a silent, solemn 
moment in a way that perhaps only twins who instinctively 
know each other’s thoughts can do. 

NICK
I’ll get the rifles.

CUT TO:

EXT. WOODS, TELLUS -- LATER THAT MORNING

Audrey, Nick, and SCIENTIST 2 are dressed in hunting gear on 
a bluff. They hunch down in some bushes about a hundred yards 
from a cave. While Nick peers through binoculars, Audrey 
checks her rifle.

AUDREY
Are you sure this is the spot?

SCIENTIST 2
Definitely. We were collecting 
fungus samples not too far from 
that cave. That’s where we first 
saw it. 

AUDREY
Well, let’s go.

Audrey starts off for the cave, but Nick grabs her and then 
motions for her to get down.

NICK
Audrey, you can’t just go down 
there like it’s a mob hit. We don’t 
know how many of them there could 
be or what’s behind all that 
shrubbery. It’s too dangerous. 

AUDREY
Well, then what are we gonna do, 
just sit here?

NICK
I think we might be able to get a 
good shot from here. 
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I’m gonna go down a little closer 
to get a look. You hang back here 
for now. I’ll be right back. 

AUDREY
Why can’t I go with you?

NICK
You just sit here. I’ll be back in 
just a minute. ... And don’t be 
shooting while I’m down there.

Audrey gives him pointed stare, suggesting that his last 
remark is ridiculous. 

NICK (CONT’D)
You’ve done it before.

AUDREY
That was with a BB gun ... and we 
were twelve!

Nick pays her no mind and carefully descends the hill with 
the skill and agility of a trained hunter. He stops about 
fifty yards from the cave. He takes a look through the scope 
on his rifle. Spotting movement in the opening of the cave, 
he turns and makes his way back toward the bluff stopping in 
a good spot about half way back. He gets Audrey’s attention 
and waves them over to join him. 

Audrey and the scientist carefully make their way down the 
bluff to where Nick is laying on the ground. They join him on 
the ground and Audrey again pulls out her rifle.

NICK
Hold up. I’ve lost whatever it was.

Audrey gets her gun ready and looks through its scope.

AUDREY
I don’t see anything.

SCIENTIST 2
(looking through 
binoculars)

Me either.

Nick looks through the scope of his rifle. From his scope POV 
we see the mouth of the cave and there’s nothing. The scope 
POV moves over to some bushes near the edge of the cave and 
there is a MOVEMENT and a HIGH-PITCHED SCREECHING SOUND.  
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NICK
Over on the left side of the cave -- 
the bushes!

Audrey and the scientist direct their views that way and from 
the scientist’s binocular POV we see more MOVEMENT and a 
louder HIGH-PITCHED SCREECH. Whatever is there in the bushes 
is moving away from the cave and closer to them. 

SCIENTIST 2
Now I see it! Or at least some 
movement!

AUDREY
Where?

NICK
To your left, further left. Can’t 
you see it? 

AUDREY
No, I’m still looking.

Nick settles onto the ground in a sniper’s position and 
begins readying his rifle for a shot. The SCREECHING NOISE is 
getting louder and the animal, which is still obscured by the 
bushes, seems to be getting closer. 

AUDREY (CONT’D)
Nick no! This is mine. I’ve got 
this!

NICK
Okay, okay, it’s all good. Get down 
here next to me and try mine ... 
but you gotta hurry!

Audrey lays down on the ground and Nick hands her his rifle; 
pointing it to where he just saw the movement. She gets set 
up and looks through the scope. From the scope’s POV we see 
more RUSTLING in nearby bushes, about 30 yards away, next to 
a small clearing. The SCREECHING is now even louder.

AUDREY
I see the movement! I’ve almost got 
him in my sights!

From the scope POV we now see the creature finally poking out 
from the bushes -- it’s just a foot-high, cute rodent type 
creature that makes quite a bit of noise. Nick and the 
scientist look extremely relieved. Audrey gently and 
deliberately drops the rifle and lets out a very LOUD SIGH OF 
EXASPERATION AND DEFEAT.
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Nick gently takes his rifle back and places it on his other 
side. He looks down at Audrey and she is clearly upset. He 
gets down near eye to eye with her.

NICK
(quietly)

Call it a day?

AUDREY
(weakly)

It’s a day.

Nick helps her up and she’s clearly shaken. The scientists 
stands awkwardly nearby.

NICK
(To the scientist)

You wanna meet us back at the 
compound? We’ll find our way back 
okay.

SCIENTIST 2
No problem.

The scientist takes off quickly to escape the awkward 
situation at hand. Nick packs up their gear and hands a small 
bit of it to Audrey to carry. He puts his arm around her to 
comfort her.

NICK
Hey there ... you almost got that 
little squirrel bastard.

AUDREY
(Still upset, but playful)

Shut up, dumb ass.

They slowly make their way down the trail toward the 
compound, leaning heavily on each other. 

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

FADE IN:

INT. BARBARA’S OFFICE, JANEX COMPOUND, SOUTH PACIFIC -- EARLY 
MORNING

Barbara is seated at her desk in her office working on her 
computer. This office is homier and less imposing than her 
office in New York. She is dressed casually. 

A BLOOP SOUND indicates that she has a video chat request -- 
from President Costas. She pulls the video link of him up on 
her very large screen. On screen we can see that he’s wearing 
a track suit and is taking a break from doing a P90X style 
workout in a White House office. He shoos the secret service 
men (also in workout gear) out of the room. He’s sweating 
profusely.

BARBARA
Hector, so good to see you.

PRESIDENT COSTAS (ON MONITOR)
(breathing heavily)

We need to talk.

BARBARA 
Do we have any feedback on how the 
joint announcement was received?

PRESIDENT COSTAS (ON MONITOR)
So you didn’t see Senator Carpenter 
on the news this morning? 

BARBARA
Hector, we’re on a completely 
different time zone here.

PRESIDENT COSTAS (ON MONITOR)
Well, go ahead and pull it up on 
your computer; it’s important.

Barbara deftly and quickly accesses the video on another 
screen. 

CUT TO:

INT. THE SET OF “THE NEWS MACHINE,” CNN STUDIOS, NYC -- ON 
COMPUTER MONITOR VIDEO RECORDING

“News Machine” Host PETER MCKEAN and SENATOR TED CARPENTER 
sit at a formidable desk with an American Flag and eagle 
backdrop. POWERFUL GUITAR CHORDS and obnoxious graphics mark 
the show’s introduction.  
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PETER MCKEAN (ON MONITOR)
All right folks, let’s get right to 
it. Seated next to me is Senator 
Ted Carpenter of Florida. Senator, 
is it fair to say that you’re not 
quite as, um, excited about the 
president’s joint statement with 
Janex as most other folks seem to 
be?

SENATOR CARPENTER (ON MONITOR)
Well, I don’t know about that. I’m 
certainly excited about the 
prospect of space exploration and 
enhanced transit technology -- if, 
in fact, any of what was said is 
true. 

PETER MCKEAN (ON MONITOR)
So, you’d seriously doubt the 
veracity of the claim, confirmed by 
the president mind you, that Janex 
has developed this technology or 
traveled to our sister planet?

SENATOR CARPENTER (ON MONITOR)
Peter, let’s not forget who the 
actors are here. Janex pretty much 
bought Costas the presidency, not 
to mention most of the members of 
congress. I’m proud to be one of a 
handful who has never taken a dime 
from this soulless conglomerate 
that controls our nation’s every 
move.  

PETER MCKEAN (ON MONITOR)
But why would Costas lie about 
this? Why would Barbara Janexia lie 
about it?

SENATOR CARPENTER (ON MONITOR)
Who the hell knows what they have 
in mind. Maybe it’s true, but we 
have no way of knowing. We have 
absolutely no independent 
confirmation of any of this - the 
technology, the missions, anything. 
Everything we’ve seen could be 
produced in a movie studio. They 
owe us proof.
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PETER MCKEAN (ON MONITOR)
To be fair Senator, no government 
funding is involved here 
whatsoever. What does Janex really 
owe us?

SENATOR CARPENTER (ON MONITOR)
Janex and the president owe us the 
truth! We need independent 
confirmation of these claims. 

PETER MCKEAN (ON MONITOR)
Would you go to Tellus if they 
invited you?

SENATOR CARPENTER (ON MONITOR)
Well, uh, yeah, I’d go, sure. 
Somebody sure needs to check this 
highly unsubstantiated claim. 

CUT TO:

INT. BARBARA’S OFFICE, JANEX COMPOUND, SOUTH PACIFIC -- SAME 
TIME

PRESIDENT COSTAS (ON MONITOR)
Barbara, this is serious. Word in 
the beltway is that he’s trying to 
get a congressional review 
commission put together. They’ll 
require you to answer questions on 
the entire operation - everything - 
under penalty of perjury.

BARBARA
That can’t happen, Hector.

PRESIDENT COSTAS (ON MONITOR)
I’m afraid you’ll have no choice, 
Barbara, unless we get out in front 
of this somehow. They can make 
things really miserable for both of 
us.

BARBARA
All right, fine. Let him put his 
money where his mouth is. We’ll 
take him to Tellus, along with a 
team of scientists. But it will be 
on our terms, not his or anyone 
else’s. 
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PRESIDENT COSTAS (ON MONITOR)
Well, that might just be a viable 
fix. At this point we don’t have 
much else.

BARBARA
Audrey and Nick get back from 
Tellus later this morning. Jared 
and I will discuss this with them 
and I’ll get back to you.

PRESIDENT COSTAS (ON MONITOR)
Please do. 

The president cuts out and Barbara leans back in her chair. 
She turns her chair to stare out the bay window to the 
beautiful beach on the other side.

EXT. JANEXIA FAMILY POOL, JANEX COMPOUND, SOUTH PACIFIC -- 
NEXT DAY

The Janexia family sits at a table pool side. It’s a very 
private area of the compound. They are all drinking and 
dressed casually. Nick stands up and grabs a pool raft.

BARBARA
Nick, get back here, this involves 
you too.

Nick doesn’t heed his mother and flops on the raft in the 
pool, making a big splash.

NICK
It’s okay, mom, I can hear you from 
here.

BARBARA
Fine, whatever. Like I was saying, 
Carpenter is getting this thing 
heated up pretty quickly. Hector 
and I agreed that we are going to 
have to take some people to Tellus 
before this problem reaches a 
critical mass.  

AUDREY
Mom, we’re not ready.

BARBARA
Honey, we have to do it. It’s the 
only way to diffuse the situation  
we’re dealing with.
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AUDREY
But ...

BARBARA
Don’t panic. This isn’t going to be 
an investigation or anything like 
that. This visit will be on our 
terms. We’re offering it as an act 
of courtesy - and we control it. 

Nick has now moved to the diving board and does a backflip 
into the water. He surfaces and flops back onto the raft as 
the rest watch the distraction with slight annoyance.

JARED
Mom, who is taking this little 
trip? 

BARBARA
It will be small group of 
scientists and professors - all 
hand-picked by yours truly, with 
some help from Audrey.

JARED
Academics and scientists; good, 
they’re relatively poor. 

(makes air quotes)
We can give them a ‘grant’ just 
large enough to cover their kid’s 
ivy league tuition and they’ll be 
like loyal dogs adopted from the 
pound. 

BARBARA
I don’t know about that, but there 
is the remaining matter that we’ll 
have to invite Senator Carpenter.

AUDREY
What?!

BARBARA
Hector and I agreed, it’s the best 
way to keep him from complaining 
about the invitee list. He can 
either put up and go, or shut up.

JARED
Have you seen this guy? He’s in no 
shape for the trip. He’s, like, 
four-hundred years old or something 
and he wheezes when he talks. 
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BARBARA
Everyone invited will have to pass 
a physical. If he can’t pass then 
he can’t go, but we’ve extended the 
olive branch. That’s all this is 
really -- a courtesy to the public.

AUDREY
I don’t want to belabor the point, 
but again, we’re not ready for this 
sort of thing. There are too many 
things that, uh, will lead to 
questions.

BARBARA
Junesco is already working on this, 
so a lot of those problems are 
already handled.

(a beat)
Also, I’m going to need you and 
Nick to go back to Tellus tomorrow 
to help with the set up. Jared and 
I will stay here to manage the 
operation and logistics of the trip 
on this end.

Nick immediately perks up from his daydreaming, dropping the 
drink he was nursing into the pool.

NICK
What?! Are you serious?

BARBARA
Someone has to handle the Tellus 
setup. Are you going to stay here 
and take a meeting with the 
president and Senator Carpenter?

AUDREY
Mom, we just got back from there. 
My clothes aren’t even unpacked. 

NICK
Yeah and I’ve got Saturday tickets 
for Les Miz in New York!

Everyone turns to look at Nick in disbelief. 

NICK (CONT’D)
What? I can’t appreciate musical 
theatre?

AUDREY
Who’s the girl?

33.



NICK
That’s not the point!

BARBARA
Exactly - that’s not the point. The 
point is that we have to do what we 
have to do and you’re both going.

Audrey walks off in a huff and Nick climbs out of the pool. 
Barbara goes after Audrey. 

BARBARA (CONT’D)
Audrey, come back, we’ll talk.

Jared saunters over to Nick and hands him a towel.

JARED
So, um, listen, if you’re not going 
to use those tickets ...

Nick gives him a sharp, ticked off look that cuts Jared’s 
request down before he even finishes it.

INT. WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ROOM, WASHINGTON, D.C. -- DAY

The president and Barbara sit at a table with the Tellus 
invitees -- scientists MORTON KLEIN, SLYVIA DAVIS, SUSAN 
KELLY, FRANK MELTON, and WILL HUNTER. Also seated at the 
table is Senator Carpenter. Jared stands at the end of the 
table presenting information for the group. Everyone is 
looking at their tablet devices. Jared is mid-way through his 
presentation.  

JARED
The documentation provided on your 
monitors provides more detail, but 
in a nutshell this journey starts 
with the transport ship reaching 
earth’s orbit where it enters the 
USOL portal and emerges on the 
other side of the wormhole to the 
portal within Tellus’s orbit, and 
then ultimately landing on Tellus. 

MORTON
I’ll adhere to the spirit of our 
agreement and refrain from asking 
the multitude of questions on 
specific aspects of the technology 
that I have, but I think it’s quite 
fair to ask - how safe is this 
process?
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JARED
Of course, the potential for a 
catastrophic event is there, but we 
have many quality control 
checkpoints, which significantly 
reduce the risks. I’ll be frank 
with you though, we had a nearly 
catastrophic event recently that 
necessitated a water landing on 
Tellus - but ultimately everyone 
came out okay. It can be dangerous 
and involves serious risk; there’s 
just no getting around that. 

SUSAN
Excuse me. I know that this was all 
detailed in the advanced statement, 
but somehow hearing about the 
actual near catastrophe ... I don’t 
know, I um ... I believe that I’m 
going to have to decline. I really 
appreciate this opportunity, but I, 
I’m dropping out. 

WILL
I’m afraid the same goes for me. 
I’d love to be a part of history, 
but I have a four kids and ... I 
just can’t accept this risk. I’m 
sorry. 

PRESIDENT COSTAS
I think I speak for everyone when I 
say that I completely understand 
and appreciate your decisions.

JARED
(shuffling through his 
notes)

Okay. Uh, also, the process does 
put a degree of stress on the human 
body, which is why we require all 
visitors to pass a thorough 
physical, as well as psychological, 
exam.

SENATOR CARPENTER
I’m afraid I’m dropping out as 
well, Ms. Janexia. I’m afraid I 
would not pass your physical.
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BARBARA
I’m so sorry to hear that, Senator 
Carpenter. We were looking forward 
to giving you a tour of our Tellus 
facility.

SENATOR CARPENTER
Ah, yes, I’m sure you were.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
Ted, I can assure you that you will 
have the opportunity to discuss the 
visit with Morton and the rest of 
the team while they are on Tellus.

SENATOR CARPENTER
Yes. Yes, I will. But that alone 
isn’t quite satisfactory. In my 
place I am sending Thomas McIntosh, 
a well-regarded security expert.

PRESIDENT COSTAS
Who?

Jared immediately uses his tablet to find information on 
THOMAS MCINTOSH

JARED
Is this correct? He’s your personal 
bodyguard and assistant? 

SENATOR CARPENTER
That is in fact correct. He has 
over ten years of security 
experience and I am certain that he 
will pass your physical. 

JARED
B-B-But, with all due respect 
Senator, are we to give a seat on 
this historic trip to a member of 
your staff with no scientific 
credentials whatsoever?

SENATOR CARPENTER
Well, with all due respect, Mr. 
Janexia, this is nonnegotiable. You 
want my support? McIntosh goes to 
Tellus.
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BARBARA
Jared, I’ve got this. ... Senator, 
we are happy to provide this 
courtesy to the scientific 
community and we will be happy to 
welcome Mr. McIntosh to Tellus in 
your stead.

Jared gives Barbara a bewildered look, but she just nods and 
gives him a private little wink. Jeremy, the White House 
staffer, enters the conference room and provides a welcomed 
distraction from the tension that fills the air.

JEREMY
Mr. President, you asked that I 
bring the photographer by at about 
this time. Is now good?

PRESIDENT COSTAS
Yes, Jeremy. I think we’re about 
done here. Gentlemen, ladies?

The group assembles around the president and Barbara and a 
photo is taken - fake smiles all around.

EXT. IN FRONT OF THE TELLUS RESEARCH COMPOUND, TELLUS -- DAY

Billie and Tara are setting up to film as a busy bunch of 
Janex workers mill about them bringing in items from the 
recently arrived ship. Tara grabs one of the workers, JASON, 
by the sleeve and smiles at him. 

TARA
Hey there, have we met yet?

JASON
I don’t think so.

BILLIE
(Already filming)

How about a quick interview?

JASON (ON CAMERA)
Oh, I don’t know about that.

TARA (ON CAMERA)
C’mon it’ll be fun and take just a 
minute. So, what do you do here?

JASON (ON CAMERA)
Just whatever needs done.
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TARA (ON CAMERA)
Okay, so, clearly a chatterbox. 
That’s an interesting accent, where 
are you from?

JASON (ON CAMERA)
Texas.

TARA (ON CAMERA)
You don’t sound like any Texan I’ve 
ever met. Where in Texas?

JASON (ON CAMERA)
Oh, just all around. I, I’ve really 
got to get back to work.

Jason practically sprints to get away from them as Billie and 
Tara look at each other quizzically. Their attentions turn to 
the nearby pathway where Audrey and Nick arrive in a small 
jeep that looks more like a glorified golf cart. The two get 
their luggage and wearily make their way up the path to 
Billie and Tara. 

BILLIE
Didn’t you two just leave?

NICK
Copy that. So, what’s jet lag times 
a million?

TARA
Wormhole portal lag?

AUDREY
Well then, that’s what we’ve got in 
spades.

BILLIE
Just looking for frequent flyer 
miles? What’s up?

NICK
Don’t ask. This place needs a bar 
... and a damned golf course, or at 
least a driving range. 

BILLIE
(To Audrey)

Maybe an interview later, after 
you’re all settled in?

AUDREY
We’ll see. You bring the bourbon.

38.



BILLIE
Deal. 

The foursome begins the walk up the pathway toward the 
compound.

NICK
Count me in.

TARA
Me too. We still have bourbon?

EXT. CEMETERY, WASHINGTON, D.C. -- DAY

Barbara, holding a flower, walks through a cemetery; the 
Washington Monument shows in the background. She stops when 
she comes to Phillip Janexia’s grave site.

BARBARA
I really wish you were here now. We 
need you. Audrey really needs you. 
I wish we could go back and forget 
about this whole thing, our stupid 
ambitions ...it’s not worth it.

Barbara sniffles, wipes away her tears, and composes herself.

BARBARA (CONT’D)
I’ve made a bit of a mess of 
things. Hector feels so betrayed. 
And now we have to bring visitors 
to Tellus much earlier than Junesco 
and I had planned. He’s so angry. 
But I warned him that this might 
happen if we announced this early. 
You were the only one he really 
trusted. ... I miss you so much.

Barbara sets the flower on Phillip’s grave and walks away.

INT. AUDREY’S ROOM, JANEX RESEARCH COMPOUND, TELLUS -- 
EVENING

Billie sets up her equipment for an interview while Audrey 
pours herself a small glass of bourbon.

AUDREY
You know, I can only have one. I’ve 
got to get up at an insane hour in 
the morning.

Billie nods an acknowledgement and turns the camera on, 
pointing it Audrey’s way and we see the camera POV of Audrey 
taking the last sip of bourbon from her glass.
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BILLIE (O.S.)
So, you look pretty tired.

AUDREY (ON CAMERA)
Are we on now?

BILLIE (O.S.)
Yup.

AUDREY (ON CAMERA)
If I could just get a solid stretch 
of good nights’ sleep ...

BILLIE (O.S.)
So what’s all the stress about? 

AUDREY (ON CAMERA)
We’re having our first visitation 
by outsiders. I have to prepare.

BILLIE (O.S.)
I thought that was months, maybe a 
year away.

AUDREY (ON CAMERA)
No, it’s happening - very soon. You 
know, political pressure back home. 
You’ll get a memo in the morning. 
Let’s not talk about it right now.

(A beat)
When I left the university I 
thought we were going to do 
something really meaningful here 
... and we are, I know that. But 
now all it seems like all I do is, 
uh, you know, ‘dance little monkey, 
dance.’ It’s just not really what I 
signed on for ... I dunno...

Billie’s hand appears from off screen to hold out another 
glass of bourbon. Audrey accepts it and manages a weak smile.

INT. HALLWAY, JANEX RESEARCH COMPOUND, TELLUS -- NIGHT

Tara walks down a hallway of the research center. As she 
passes by, but not into, the restricted area, she hears 
voices. She peeks around a corner and sees Audrey talking to 
a man whose back is to the camera. It is clear from their 
posture and tone that Audrey and the man are arguing, albeit 
in hushed voices. But Tara can’t understand what they are 
saying nor can she move any closer without being discovered. 

She pulls her handheld device out from her jacket and begins 
to video-record the exchange.
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The man turns away from Audrey and touches a spot on the wall 
- a door opens, and he steps through it. His face still in 
shadows, he makes a final statement to Audrey. As she 
replies, the door shuts abruptly in her face. Tara continues 
to film.

Audrey feels around the wall to open the door but without 
success. She storms away in anger.

With both of them gone, Tara cautiously walks to the spot 
where Audrey and the man had their exchange. From Tara’s POV 
we see her examine the wall, looking for a door. There are no 
seams, no hinges, no buttons. It appears to be a completely 
solid wall. 

She plays the video back (with sound off) and smiles slyly - 
very pleased with the evidence she has procured.

EXT. FOREST, TELLUS -- NEXT DAY

Billie and Tara film a small group of scientists who are 
cataloging the plant life on Tellus.

TARA
Billie, let’s take a break for a 
few. Coffee?

BILLIE
Good idea. Not much going on here 
today.

Billie and Tara walk to an area set up with coffee and other 
beverages. They both get some coffee and sit down.

TARA
I have something I need to show 
you.

Tara takes out her handheld device and shows Billie the 
footage from the night before with Audrey and the unknown 
man.

TARA (CONT’D)
Who is that man? 

BILLIE
I don’t know. Where is this?

TARA
I was walking back from the 
commissary and passed the 
restricted area. 
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BILLIE
Tara, I warned you!

TARA
I didn’t set foot in the restricted 
zone. At least not initially. I 
wasn’t snooping, honest.

BILLIE
If you get caught, you know what 
happens. We’re off the shoot and 
off payroll. Seven figures, gone.

TARA
Don’t you see? This guy is 
important. He has some kind of 
authority over Audrey. Maybe if we 
went to her, she’d...

BILLIE
Tara! Enough. Forget you ever saw 
him. You can’t go to Audrey.

TARA
Something is going on here and I 
want to know what it is.

BILLIE
So do I, but we have to be careful. 
Did you make a copy of that 
footage?

TARA
Of course.

BILLIE
Give it to me. I’ll lock it up with 
the master footage drives.

Tara petulantly gives Billie her handheld device.

BILLIE (CONT’D)
This stays between us.

TARA
Agreed.

INT. BARBARA’S OFFICE, JANEX COMPOUND, SOUTH PACIFIC -- NEXT 
DAY

Barbara sits behind her desk as Jared goes around the office 
closing window blinds so that they’ll have complete privacy. 
He then joins her behind the desk as she pulls up a screen 
for a video conference. 
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On her monitor screen appears an attractive, older man whose 
face is new but his voice is somewhat familiar.

BARBARA
Hello, Junesco.

JUNESCO (ON MONITOR)
Hello, Barbara; hello, Jared. How 
are you?

BARBARA
We’re well, thanks. If I’m reading  
the room correctly, it appears that 
you’re visiting our side of the 
island today.

JUNESCO (ON MONITOR)
Yes, we came out yesterday through 
the tunnel and set up shop in the 
restricted wing. It’s nice to get 
out this way from time to time, the 
north side of the island can get a 
little dreary sometimes. 

BARBARA
Junesco, again, I’m so sorry about 
springing this visitation situation 
on you so prematurely. I wish that 
it could have worked out 
differently.

JUNESCO (ON MONITOR)
Oh, Barbara, don’t worry. What’s 
done is done and you did your best. 
Let’s just try to get through this.

JARED
Have Audrey and Nick gotten things 
squared away for our visitors yet?

JUNESCO (ON MONITOR)
It’s almost there. Although I can’t 
say that they’ve been enthusiastic 
about the process. It’s meant a lot 
of long workdays for both of them, 
but the compound will be visitor 
ready on time. 

BARBARA
Good, good. Is the whole Science 
Council there with you now?
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JUNESCO (ON MONITOR)
Oh, yes, of course. I’m so sorry. 
I’m afraid that I’ve been a bit of 
a ‘camera hog.” That’s what you 
call it, right? Let me adjust and 
we can all say ‘hello’.

Junesco makes some adjustments to his camera and it is turned 
so that we can see (on screen) the rest of the Science 
Council seated at a long table. 

They all wear stream-lined breathing masks that cover their 
entire faces. Tubes from small tanks on their backs go into 
the masks and make gurgling sounds when they breath. They all 
wave to Barbara and Jared who wave back.

BARBARA
Hello, it’s nice to see you all 
again!

Junesco walks over so that he is in camera frame and puts his 
hands on two Council members’ shoulders.

JUNESCO (ON MONITOR)
Don’t worry. We’ll all be back over 
to the north side of the island 
well before the visitors arrive. 
Now is not the time for us to meet. 
Some day soon our planets’ 
populations will come together but 
not just yet.

Junesco joins the council in waving to Barbara and Jared. As 
the waving and niceties continue, one mask-clad member gets 
up and walks over to a small window. From her POV (complete 
with gurgled breathing sounds) we can see the wonders of the 
natural beauty that is Tellus as the POV gets more and more 
expansive.

CUT TO BLACK

END OF SHOW
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