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INT. APARTMENT- MASON CITY, IOWA - DAY

BETHANY (39) is standing in the middle of her living room.   
She looks around the room, which is scattered with boxes. 
She walks over to a set of keys and picks them up.

She is a strong and confident women who has been weathered
by the stress and hard work associated with her life.  She
has blonde hair and strong features.

BETHANY (V.O.)
It takes time but someday you will
realize something.  As much as you
try to fight it.

(beat)
Life is full of choices.  And you
can make the right choice or you can
live with that fucking feeling of
failure.

(beat)
For me, in the end, there are only
two options.

She walks out of the apartment.  There are several pictures
of her kids sticking out of one of the boxes.

INT. APARTMENT- HALLWAY

She locks the door and heads off.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Option One, I could start over and
remain in touch with my children.

(beat)
Option two, I could leave my kids
forever and become my mother.

(beat)
You can become like your parents and
believe it or not.  There is always
a part of you that will be like them. 
But, you can also change the path
you are on.

(beat)
You can make the conscience choice
to become a better person, a better
parent.  Even if you have experienced
multiple divorces like me.

(beat)
I want that.

INT. CAR

She puts the key into the ignition and T-R-O-U-B-L-E by Travis
Tritt blares through the speakers.  She looks down at a nearby
planner.  In one of the squares it reads "Funeral".
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She looks at it for some time.

BETHANY (V.O.)
This is my story.  You can choose to
believe it or not.

(beat)

EXT. CAR

The car backs up and begins to travel down the city streets.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Fuck you if you don't believe it. 
And fuck you if you do.  I don't
quite care anymore.

(beat)
I really don't.

EXT. BUSINESS BUILDING

The car is parked along the side of the street.  The building
beside it contains multiple businesses.

INT. BUSINESS BUILDING

She is walking down the hallway and approaches a door.  She
stops in front of the door and takes a deep breathe in.  She
enters.

The door reads "Dr. Andrews.  Registered  Therapist"

INT. WAITING ROOM

She enters and looks at a rather CHUBBY RECEPTIONIST.  She
smiles.

CHUBBY RECEPTIONIST
Hello, how may I help you?

She approaches the desk, setting her palms on the hard wood.

BETHANY
Hi!  I have an appointment with Dr.
Andrews.

She smiles at her.

CHUBBY RECEPTIONIST
What time was your appointment for?

BETHANY
Now.  That's why I'm here.

CHUBBY RECEPTIONIST
Ok.
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She looks down at her computer and begins to type something. 
She doesn't look up.

CHUBBY RECEPTIONIST (CONT'D)
Bethany?

BETHANY
Yep.

She looks up and smiles.

CHUBBY RECEPTIONIST
I'll let him know you are here.

(beat)
Please take a seat.

BETHANY
I'm good right here.

She nods.  She gets up from her desk and goes to a nearby
door and knocks.  Bethany waits tapping her fingers on the
desk.

CHUBBY RECEPTIONIST
Dr. Andrews?  There is a Bethany out
here for you.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
I'll be right there.

She turns back to her desk and makes eye contact with Bethany.

CHUBBY RECEPTIONIST
He'll be right with you.

BETHANY
Got it.

INT. DR. ANDREWS OFFICE

DR. ANDREWS (45) is a tall and handsome looking man with
black hair and grey on the side.

He is seated at his desk.  He looks down at his left hand
where his wedding band is.  He removes the band and puts it
in his pocket.  He takes in a breathe and slicks back his
hair.  He gets up and walks to the door opening it.

INT. WAITING ROOM

The door opens and Bethany looks over as Dr. Andrews
approaches her.  He reaches out his hand.  She takes it.
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DR. ANDREWS
You must be Bethany.  We talked on
the phone.

She nods her head.  He smiles and looks over at his
receptionist.

DR. ANDREWS (CONT'D)
2 hour time slot?

She nods.  He takes a step back and motions toward the door.

DR. ANDREWS (CONT'D)
Right this way.

She walks into the office with him following.

DR.ANDREWS
Make yourself comfortable.

INT. OFFICE

Bethany sits down.  She seems uncomfortable.  Dr. Andrews
makes his way past her and goes to his desk grabbing a pen
and pad.

DR. ANDREWS
How are you doing today?  You seemed
pretty urgent on the phone.

BETHANY
Well to tell you the truth I'm
surprised I'm even in here.

(beat)
Your receptionist should be the one
in here to talk about her eating
disorder.

He laughs and quickly clears his throat.  He sits down in a
chair opposite her.  He is facing a window.  He looks at her
and smiles.

DR. ANDREWS
So where would you like to begin? 
Most of my patients...

She interrupts him.

BETHANY
I don't remember it all.

DR. ANDREWS
Just start off where you are
comfortable.

(MORE)
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DR. ANDREWS (CONT'D)
(pauses)

Why are you here?  Why therapy?

She closes her eyes and then opens them.  Ignoring his comment
she finally speaks.

BETHANY
I grew up outside of Missoula,
Montana.

(beat)
It was a gorgeous farm.

EXT. MISSOULA MONTANA-FLASHBACK - DAY

The mountains seem small in the distance as the fog slowly
swirls in the valley. The wind is dying down as the mountains
reign supreme. The grass is wet with dew and animals roam
freely. Worms reach the surface and breathe in the new day. 
A bird soars down and grabs the worm. Soaring through the
valley and landing on a nest high within a tree. The bird
begins to feed it's young. There is one bird that doesn't
get fed.

On the other side of the mountains lies the town of MISSOULA,
MONTANA. On the outskirts of town there is a small farm house
and the lights are on in the dining room.

BETHANY (V.O.)
I was twelve years old.  I'd just
beaten up some bitch when...

(beat)
You mind if I swear?

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
Go right ahead.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Ok, I was instructed to go to the
garage.

(beat)
She had found new ways to punish me.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
Who did?  Your mother?

BETHANY (V.O.)
Barb.

A FAMILY is seated at the dinning room table.

BARB WALTERS (48) A old but strong woman. She is a strict
religious woman who was born in a different time. She is a
hard woman with different morals and way of handling things.
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BARB(o.s)
Viktor, will you lead us in the
blessing?

VIKTOR WALTERS (54) A hard working man. A cowboy's heart
with a strong demeanor. Has worked for a living and makes
his own decisions, except when his wife demands him to do
something. He is at the will of his spouse.

VIKTOR(o.s)
Where's lil Beth?

INT. FARM HOUSE

EIGHT CHILDREN are seated around the table and TWO ADULTS.
They are hand in hand ready to say their blessing. A meal is
before them. It is small but it is the most they can afford.

FIVE BROTHERS; DAVID WALTERS (18), HENRY WALTERS (17), RANDY
WALTERS (15), VICK WALTERS (14). TWO SISTERS; JENNY WALTERS
(20), SARA WALTERS (18).

There is an empty seat at the table. Some of the children
are looking over at the empty spot but they know not to stare
or talk about it.  Barb looks at her husband.

BARB
(No Emotion)

The food is going to get cold Viktor.

Viktor looks at his wife and while holding his kids hands,
reaching with his left over the empty space. He once more
glances at the empty seat and starts the blessing.

VIKTOR
Lord, our God thank you for your
continuos blessings. A loving family
and the sun shining through the
Montana valleys...

INT. GARAGE

BETHANY WALTERS (12), A young, strong girl. She has a heart
of gold and yet continues to get into trouble. She is a
fighter and a lover. She is a modest and a forward personality
with care and emotion.

She is sitting on a cot. The garage is cold and her breathe
can be seen amongst the debris and darkness. A single light
brightens a single corner of the room. She has a black eye
and she is staring at her hands, which are cut up and bruised. 
She holds them out in front of her. She can smell the aroma
of dinner coming from the dinning room.
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BETHANY(V.O)
She deserved it. Picking on me all
the time. I don't let people push me
the fuck around and trust me I warned
her.

(beat)
I didn't when I was twelve and I
sure as hell don't let people push
me around now.

(beat)
There's only so much a person can
take before they snap.

BARB(O.S)
Get in here!

Bethany looks up from her hands and her eyes are welling but
she takes a deep breathe. She get's up takes another breathe
and begins to walk toward the door leading into the house.

BETHANY (V.O.)
There were days I wanted to snap on
her.

(beat)
But, my pa could take it and he loved
me. I knew he loved me. That's why
he hesitated before he struck me. He
was just following orders.

(beat)
I felt as a ghost passing through
walls.

INT. DINING ROOM-CONTINUED

Everyone continues to look straight ahead at each other as
Bethany enters the house. She walks through the kitchen and
immediately catches her mothers glare. She doesn't look away
and she realizes her mother isn't looking at her. She is
looking past her.

Bethany goes directly toward the empty space and sits down
and looks at her father. He doesn't look at her but he wants
to.  Barb looks too her left.

BARB
(loving and caring)

Jenny, please pass the tatoes. I
slaved over these special.

She passes the mashed potatoes and continues to dish herself
food and pass the platters. The family is laughing and talking
eventually starts.

Bethany is staring down at her plate.  Randy eventually is
handed the potatoes and he goes to hand the plate to Bethany.
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BARB (CONT'D)
Randy! That goes to your pa!

Everyone stops laughing or talking.  They don't look toward
Bethany.  They already know what they are supposed to do. 
Randy reluctantly passes the plate to his father.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Those meals were...

(beat)
...hard. I hated her. I despised
her. I wanted to leave so bad.

Her siblings are talking and conversing but they dare not
stand up to their mother.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
I couldn't leave right away.

Beth continues to look down at her plate as the rest of her
family seems to slowly fade. Everyone but her father's hand.
He reaches under the table and gently squeezes her knee.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
I loved my pa.  I stood up for my
brothers and sisters.  But, eventually
I had to journey on my own.

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:

EXT. GRAVEL ROAD-FLASH BACK

BETHANY WALTERS (16), She is a confident, young, adventurous
woman who has been knocked down but continues to rise. She
has long blonde hair and a smile that hides the pain.

She is walking down the road with a duffel bag and a purse.
She seems like she is smelling the air for the first time.
Freedom.

BETHANY (V.O.)
So the minute I turned 16, I got the
fuck out of that house and went out
on my own. Yeah, I didn't have much,
but holy fucking shit did I feel
free!

Title: They Will Be Loved

End Opening Credits

FADE OUT
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FADE IN:

INT. TRAILER HOME-MISSOULA, MONTANA-FLASH BACK-NIGHT

BETHANY (V.O.)
I was only 17 at the time but damn
could I throw a party.  I'd never
had a birthday party.

Dr. Andrews interrupts her.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

He stops writing on his pad.

DR. ANDREWS
You never had a birthday party?

She shakes her head.

DR.ANDREWS
Never?

She laughs.

BETHANY
I was in kindergarten and I told
some kids it was my birthday.

(beat)
I told everyone it was my birthday
and after school they came home with
me.

(beat)
Barb was so nice to them.  But I
remember thinking, I remember praying
that those kids would stay.

He leans a little closer, no longer taking notes.

DR.ANDREWS
What happened once they left?

She laughs.

BETHANY
I got the shit kicked out of me.

(beat)
I didn't have another birthday party
until I was 16 and out of the house.

CUT TO:
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INT. TRAILER HOME-MISSOULA, MONTANA-FLASH BACK-NIGHT

BETHANY (16-17).  She is holding a cup in her right hand and
talking to her FRIENDS.

DEBRA ANTHONY(17), She is a tall and beautiful country girl.
She is a loyal friend and a huge flirt.

VICKY WIENERTH (18), Is a slender black girl with curly hair.
She is slightly overweight but what she lacks in figure she
makes up with heart.

People are everywhere in the small confined trailer home.
They are going in and out.  Bethany pretends to drink her
beverage and laughs with the people around her. A MAN, RICHARD
DILLON (18), walks into the trailer home carrying a beer. He
is wearing a letterman's jacket and is your prototypical
jock.

Debra, notices as he enters with his friends.  She leans in
toward Bethany.

DEBRA
Look who's here birthday girl!

She looks up and sees Richard as he squeezes past the girls
and goes toward the back of the trailer home. She gives him
a smile and he smiles back but continues on his path.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Richard Dillon. Even uttering the
name brings back a couple memories.
I mean, he was my first crush. I
liked him. I liked him a lot.

Vicky looks over toward Richard and his friends and smiles.
She looks back toward Beth.

VICKY
Well girl! What are you waiting for?
Your grown.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
(takes a real drink)

Fuck.

She squeezes past her friends and heads toward the back of
the trailer home towards her bedroom. The door is shut and
she opens it.

Richard is making out with a GIRL. His friends are cheering
for him as they look on. She stops.
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BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
Now, there are a couple things I
could have done here. Option one. I
could calmly close the door and rejoin
my friends, enjoy the night. Option
two.

(beat)
I could grab the bitch by the hair. 
Yank her off of him. Drag her outside
and beat the shit out of her.

She runs over to the GIRL and pushes the other People out of
the way. She grabs her by the hair and drags her out of the
room kicking and screaming.  People try to move out of her
way as she exits the trailer home passing Debra and Vicky.

VICKY
Holy shit! Get her girl! Beat that
ass!

DEBRA
Vicky!?

VICKY
What?! Are you going to get in her
way?

She shakes her head.

VICKY (CONT'D)
I didn't think so.

EXT. TRAILER HOME

Bethany proceeds to drag the girl out of the house and beat
the shit out of her.  Richard comes running out of the house
along with his friends. He pulls Bethany off of her and brings
her kicking and clawing back to the door of the trailer home. 
She gets free and punches him in the face, sending him to
the ground.

BETHANY (V.O.)
I sure do love option two. He wasn't
for me anyway. Besides, once the
time came I was ready to move on,
start fresh.  So, after I graduated
I decided to move to the city of
sin.  I figured that was far enough.

(beat)
I enrolled at UNLV and got a job as
a waitress at the Stardust Casino.

DR.ANDREWS (V.O.)
You had quite the temper.

(MORE)



12.

DR.ANDREWS (V.O.) (CONT'D)
Can you remember what happened from
when you were  12 till then?

BETHANY (V.O.)
It's a blur.

(beat)
It will come to me though.

(beat)
Next thing I remember, I was 20? 
Yeah, I was fucking 20 years old and
enjoying life.

EXT. LAS VEGAS- FLASHBACK - NIGHT

The city of Vegas is bright and loud. The city is booming
with business and the hotels are making money. People are
playing poker and the bars are serving their drinks.

INT. STARDUST RESORT AND CASINO

BETHANY (20), Blonde and beautiful. Still is hard as a rock
but is looking for that special someone. She is a waitress.

She is taking orders as quick as she can, and delivering as
soon as possible. She cracks a smile at every person she
runs into, even though she doesn't always want to smile at
the dirtbags she takes orders for. She approaches a nearby
table and a MAN is seated in the booth.

TODD WARNER (29), He is the assistant hotel manager. He has
a darker complexion. He wears a mustache and is a hard
working, christian man. But, he is hiding something.

BETHANY
Your usual? Or are you finally going
to try something different today?

He Looks down at the menu in front of him and then back up
towards Her.

TODD
You know...

(beat)
I think I'm going...

She finishes his sentence.

BETHANY
...to try something different?

He laughs.
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TODD
Yeah, I think I'm gonna try something
a little bit different.

Beth looks at him and smiles. They exchange conversation. 
It fades into the white noise that is the Las Vegas night
life.

BETHANY (V.O.)
I don't know what I saw in the man.
Maybe it was the fact that he was
older. Maybe, he was handsome in
that weird, "I have a mustache" way. 
I fell in love.

(beat)
Thinking back on it now, I don't
think it was love.  I wanted a child.
A baby to call my own.  Someone who
would accept me for who I was, what
I did, or what I said.  But...

CUT TO:

EXT. LAS VEGAS- CHURCH- DAY

BETHANY (20) is dressed in white and is walking out of the
church with TODD (29) beside her. They are smiling and are
happy.  Debra and Vicky are present and dressed in their
bridesmaid dresses.  They begin to walk down towards the
street curb where a limo is waiting for them.

BETHANY (V.O.)
...We got married. One year later
and Jeff Randall Warner was born at
Woman's hospital.

CUT TO:

INT. WOMAN'S HOSPITAL- LAS VEGAS-DAY

BETHANY WALTERS (21) is in the delivery room and she is in
pain. TODD WARNER (30) is holding her hand. He looks on as
the doctor is delivering the baby.

DOCTOR
Keep pushing Mrs. Warner.  You're
almost there.

A baby begins to CRY. A tired Bethany, rests her head on
Todd's shoulder and lets out an exhausted smile.  Todd looks
down at her and smiles. But, she isn't looking at him her
eyes are set on her son.

CUT TO
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Bethany is sitting in her bed. She is covered by a blanket
and hospital gowns.  Todd still stands beside her. A NURSE
hands Jeff too her and looks down.

She looks down at the little bundle of fat rolls, and a little
turned up nose that is staring her in the face.  She doesn't
take her eyes off of him.

BETHANY
Oh, he is so beautiful. Look at that
nose. Those cheeks.

TODD(O.S)
He has your nose.

She continues to stare at her boy.

BETHANY (V.O.)
That's when it hit me Doc. My first
feeling of true love. Something I
hadn't felt for a long time. This
time I felt it. In this little eight
pound baby boy. I felt his
unconditional love. This is the first
man I truly loved.

Dr. Andrews interrupts her.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

He is staring at her.

DR.ANDREWS
How did it feel to have a child of
your own?

She looks up at him, tears in her eyes.

BETHANY
He got a birthday party.

(beat)
He was barely out of the womb and
the first thing I did.

(beat)
I made sure he knew he was loved.

(beat)
I wasn't going to make the same
mistakes.

He nods at her.

DR.ANDREWS
You said you were going to UNLV?
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She nods.

BETHANY
That's where I met him.

CUT TO:

EXT. UNLV- FLASHBACK-DAY

STUDENTS are walking back and forth on campus.

BETHANY WALTERS (21), Is carrying her books to her next class.
She is talking to a FRIEND when she runs into someone and
drops her books.

VINCENT THOMAS (22), A strong black man. He is tall, loving,
and has broad shoulders. He has a strong will and completes
things to task.

VINCENT
I'm sorry. I didn't see you there.

She Quickly scrambles to pick up her books and doesn't look
up.

BETHANY
Yeah, well maybe next time fucking
pay attention!  You...

She goes to reach for a book and he is holding it in front
of her.  She looks up and finds herself staring him in the
eyes.  He is looking back at her with a smile, white teeth
shining brightly.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
That's where I met Vince.

He finishes her sentence.

VINCENT
Dumb ass?  Were those the words you
were looking for?

She grabs the book out of his hand.  Her friend begins to
walk away noticing the weird and instant connection.

BETHANY
No, I was going to say Jackass.

He laughs and they begin to walk together toward the edge of
campus.  Her friend, walks in the other direction calling
back towards them.

GIRL FRIEND #1 (O.S.)
Beth!  I'll call you later.
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Bethany looks up at him and smiles.

VINCENT
I didn't properly introduce myself
earlier.My name is Vincent, but most
people just call me Vince.

She looks at his strong hand and takes it.

BETHANY
I know who you are.

VINCENT
Oh really?  Who am I?

BETHANY
You are in my Business and Ethics
class.  You are the one that is always
talking about some kind of football
practice and how you were in some
kind of bar fight.

(silly)
Manly macho stuff.

He shakes his head and they continue to walk.  They stop in
front of a on campus day-care center.  Vincent notices the
ring on her hand but doesn't mention anything until he notices
the building they are in front of.

VINCENT
I'm sorry.

BETHANY
(Confused)

For what?

VINCENT
I'm tellin you the truth.  I just
noticed the ring and...

He motions up toward the day care center.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
...How old?

She looks down and see's the ring.  Not quite believing that
it is actually there.  She pulls the ring off and begins to
put it in her pocket.

BETHANY
Oh, this isn't a wedding ring.

(beat)
It's one of those purity rings.
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The lie quickly slips off the tongue.  She puts the ring in
her pocket.  He can sense the lie but plays along.

VINCENT
So...you don't have a kid in here?

BETHANY
(beat)

Do you want to meet him?

He doesn't hesitate.

VINCENT
I'd love too.

BETHANY
Wait here!

She walks into the day-care center and leaves him by himself. 
He sits down on a nearby bench in front of the center.  He
looks out across the campus as a GROUP walks by.

FOOTBALL PLAYER #1
Yo, Vince!  We have practice!  Let's
go, dude or your going to be late.

VINCENT
Don't get your panties in a bunch. 
Somebody gotta tackle your ass!

FOOTBALL PLAYER #1 (O.S.)
Whatever man!

He smiles and sits, patiently waiting.  A couple minutes
pass and Bethany comes out of the center with a stroller and
Jeff inside.  She approaches Vincent and rolls the stroller
in front of him.  He looks down and sees a smiling baby boy. 
He is immediately taken.  He reaches out and touches Jeff's
little cheek.

BETHANY (O.S.)
Vince I'd like you to meet Jeff
Randall.

She grabs his little hand and holds it out toward Vincent.

BETHANY (O.S.) (CONT'D)
Jeff, this is Vince.

He reaches out his giant hand which engulfs the little
fingers.  He stares at the baby boy and then finally looks
up at Bethany.

VINCENT
Can I hold him?
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BETHANY
(beat)

Sure.

He reaches down and picks up Jeff, who is eclipsed by His
mass.  He holds him close.  Then he holds him up.

VINCENT
Hey there little guy.

(to Bethany)
He is so small.

She looks on as he starts to play with her son.  He laughs.

BETHANY (V.O.)
When I saw Vince with Jeff. I knew
he was supposed to be his father and
I know it's cliché but I loved him
the moment I saw him.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
You knew he was supposed to be his
father?

BETHANY (V.O.)
I just knew it.

Vincent places Jeff back into the stroller and then looks up
at her and smiles.

CUT TO:

INT. APARTMENT-LAS VEGAS - DAY

Jeff is laying on the floor looking up at Todd who is lying
on his side staring at Jeff.  Todd is dressed in a suit,
ready for work. 

Bethany walks into the room and looks down at Todd as he
plays with her son.  She watches them for a little while.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Todd was a good man.  But, he was
weak.  I mean he would do anything
for me.

(beat)
He could be manipulated and I couldn't
get Vince off of my mind.

(beat)
I gave Vince my number.  I figured
if he called that would be my sign.

Todd smiles a reluctant smile and looks up noticing Bethany
standing above them.  He pick's Jeff up and walks over handing
him to his mother.
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TODD
I've got to head out.

(Hesitates)
It's going to be a late night tonight. 
So, I'll see you both later.

She holds Jeff close.  He has her attention.

BETHANY
Alright, sounds good.

He slowly leans over and gives her a kiss on the cheek.

The phone RINGS.

TODD
(Reluctantly)

I love you.

BETHANY
Have a good night.

The phone RINGS.

He forces a smile and grabs a briefcase at the front door
and walks out leaving her and his son.

The phone RINGS.

It RINGS once more and Bethany rushes over to the phone
holding her son.  She picks up the phone.  She is trembling
from the excitement.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Hello?

VINCENT (V.O.)
Hey...

She smiles and looks down at her baby boy.  She talks on the
phone for what seems like hours.

Dr. Andrews interrupts.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

Dr. Andrews is no longer carrying his note pad.  He smiles.

DR. ANDREWS
So you got your sign?  Maybe it was
in God's plan for you to meet him?
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BETHANY
I can't say I always believed in all
of that religion bull-shit that my
mother fed me.  But, my dad believed
it so I had a sliver of faith.

(beat)
You would have thought Jesus Christ
himself had walked through my front
door.

DR. ANDREWS
But what about Todd?

BETHANY
I'm getting to that.

CUT TO:

INT. APARTMENT-LAS VEGAS- FLASHBACK - NIGHT

Bethany is feeding Jeff baby food when there is a KNOCK at
the door.  She quickly puts down the spoon in her hand. 
Leaving a chubby faced baby with food hanging from his mouth.

She goes to the door and opens it to find Vincent standing
in the doorway.  She let's him in.

He looks around the house.

VINCENT
This is a nice place.

BETHANY
Thanks, it's not permanent but it's
ours.

Jeff starts to CRY.  Vincent looks at Bethany and then begins
to head into the kitchen and he starts to interact with Jeff.

VINCENT
(to Jeff)

Oh, look at this mess lil one.  Here
let me help you out there.

He reaches down and picks up the spoon and begins to help
little Jeff out.  He pretends the spoon is a plane and begins
to make several different noises.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Vince started to come around more
frequently.

(beat)
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BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
I knew that even though he might not
love me like my son.  He loved us.

(beat)
He continued to come around when
Todd was at work.  Some people asked
me if I regretted having Vince come
to the house while Todd was away.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
Did you?

BETHANY (V.O.)
The truth is I didn't give a shit if
he found out.  I didn't love Todd. 
I loved Vince and Vince loved my
boy.

(beat)
He could learn to love me.

CUT TO:

INT. APARTMENT

Vincent is sitting on the couch with Bethany watching a movie. 
Jeff is lying in a crib nearby sleeping.  He has his arm
around her as they watch.  She sinks into his warmth.

VINCENT
I don't need to finish.

She looks up at him.

BETHANY
You need to finish your schooling. 
I mean for fucks sake it's free.  I
haven't been given a free thing my
entire life.

VINCENT
Yeah it's free.

(beat)
Do you not understand it?

He looks over toward the crib.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
That boy is my son.

She freezes in place not knowing if she heard him right.

BETHANY
(silly)

I don't remember you giving birth to
him.
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He re-positions himself on the couch so he can face her.

VINCENT
The minute I laid eyes on that boy.

(beat)
I knew.  I knew I was going to marry
you.

(beat)
I knew I was going to adopt him and
I knew he was going to be one hell
of a football player.

She doesn't know what to say.  Her first reaction brings her
lips to his and they begin to kiss.  Clothes start coming
off when the door opens and Todd walks through the door and
just stares at them on the couch.

She doesn't realize he is even there she is caught in the
moment.  It's only when Vincent stops and looks up at the
doorway before she understands the situation.  She turns
around and looks at Todd.

Todd Looks at the babies crib and then back at Bethany.

BETHANY (V.O.)
In that instant I knew there were
two options.  Option one.  I could
tell him that I was cheating on him
and I wanted a divorce or option
two.  I could tell him Jeff wasn't
his son, he was Vince's.

(beat)

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
What did you say?

BETHANY (V.O.)
Always go with option two.

The silence is finally broken.

TODD
How long?

Vincent stands up and is about to say something when She
stands up and interrupts.

BETHANY
It's been going on for about a year
now.

The words just fall out of her mouth but they are like a
brick to the stomach for Todd.  He looks back toward the
crib.



23.

TODD
Have you two...

BETHANY
I'm sorry but Jeff is not your son.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
When I said it, it hurt.  But right
after, I felt like a weight had been
lifted off of my shoulders.

(beat)
Only thing going through my mind
was...would he buy it.  How much did
he love me?  How much did he love
our son?

Todd's eyes begin to water.  He stammers slightly but regains
himself.  Not knowing what to do Vincent stands idly by as
lie after lie are told.  She begins to walk over to Todd and
pull off her ring.  She hands it too him.  He takes it. 
Looks at it for a moment.  He looks back up at her.

TODD
I'll stay in a motel tonight.

(beat)
I would like it if you weren't here
tomorrow when I return.

He begins to turn around and leave and then looks back toward
her.

TODD (CONT'D)
Do I have to pay child support?

BETHANY
No.  You don't have to pay child
support.

DR.ANDREWS (V.O.)
He said that?

He leaves the apartment and the door closes behind him leaving
Bethany, Vincent, and Jeff in the apartment.

BETHANY (V.O.)
That's the last time I ever saw that
man.  One test!  That's all it would
have taken. I mean Jeff wasn't even
a shade of black!

(beat)
He didn't love me.  But, that's not
what hurt me the most.

(MORE)
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BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
He didn't love our son, and I couldn't
be with a weak man.

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:

INT. TRUCK-LAS VEGAS - DAY

Vincent is driving with Bethany in the passenger seat.  In
the back seat lies baby Jeff in a car seat.  She is looking
out the window.  The back bed of the truck is full of boxes.

BETHANY (V.O.)
I have to admit this was one of the
happiest moments of my life.  I had
finally found love.  I guess that
was the foolish little girl in me.

(beat)
But damn, it felt just as good as
walking down that country road in
Montana.

Vincent looks over at Bethany.

VINCENT
Are you sure you remembered
everything?

She suddenly becomes frozen with fear.

CUT TO:

EXT. SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH- FLASHBACK - DAY

BETHANY (9) is walking around by herself.It looks like she
has been crying for awhile.  Her eyes are puffy and red. 
She walks up too a COUPLE and stops.

BETHANY
Do you know where my parents are?

The MAN and WOMAN stop too talk to her.

LADY
I don't know who your parents are
little one.  What do they look like?

BETHANY
My brothers and sisters...

She begins to CRY again.
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MAN
Where did you leave them at Hun?

Rubbing her eyes she points back down the street at the gas
station.  The couple looks down the street and notices a gas
station with nobody there.  The woman looks worried.

WOMAN
Well, that can't be where they were
Hun.  There's no one there child.

MAN
Are you sure...

Bethany looks up, a tear coming down her face.

BETHANY
Ma, sad I was a bad girl...

(beat)
She told me too stay right there.

(beat)
Pa, will come back for me.

(beat)
He always does.

She looks over at her husband and then back to her but she
has already began to walk back to the gas station.  She walks
slowly over and sits on the curb and waits.

CUT TO:

INT. TRUCK

Bethany, who was still, quickly turns to look in the back
seat where Jeff is awake and smiling.  A tear rolls down her
face as she reaches out toward her baby boy.

VINCENT
Beth?

(repeating)
Did you forget anything? 

She slowly turns back and quickly wipes the tear from her
eye so he cannot see.  She reaches her left hand down for
His right hand and grabs it.

BETHANY
(Happy, silly)

Yep!  We got everything.
(beat)

So, I finally get too see what this
college dorm thing is all about!
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VINCENT
We will start looking for a place
tomorrow.  This is just temporary.

He looks in the rear view mirror and takes his hand from
hers.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
Right buddy?  Until then we ridin
dirty.

Jeff laughs and begins chewing on his shirt.  Bethany has a
giant smile on her face.

Dr. Andrews interrupts her.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

Dr. Andrews is leaning back in the chair and looking at
Bethany.  He is now holding his note pad.

DR. ANDREWS
You said you were nine?

She comes out of a trance like state.

BETHANY
I was nine.  They left me and once
again I took another step forward.

(beat)
I would never leave my little boy.

He jots down some notes.

DR. ANDREWS
So you were correcting the wrongs
done by your mother?

BETHANY
You could say that.  I would say I
was trying to become my own person.

He nods.

DR. ANDREWS
So you moved in together.  How were
the dorms?

BETHANY
I don't remember.  All I can remember
is pulling up to our new house.

CUT TO:
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EXT. HOUSE- FLASHBACK - DAY

Bethany is holding a box in her hands.  She is standing in
front of a tan, one bedroom house and she has the biggest
smile on her face.  She begins to walk toward the house and
Vincent walks out and tries to grab the box from her.  She
pulls the box away and gives him a kiss.  They stop in front
of the door.

VINCENT
I think that's almost all of it.

BETHANY
Good, cause my stomach is yelling at
me.  What's on the menu tonight?

VINCENT
Well, we have raman noodles, some
frozen chicken, and some chicken
nuggets.

BETHANY
You'll figure something out.

VINCENT
Sounds good too me.  Jeff is inside
crawling about.  Beta watch that
one.  He's getting quick just like
his dad.

She looks at him and smiles.  Vincent starts to head to the
truck when something comes to her.

BETHANY
Hey, I was looking through the boxes
inside.  The photo album was out and
all of the pictures with Todd in
them were thrown about.

He stops and turns around.

VINCENT
Yeah...I'm getting rid of em.

BETHANY
Without asking me?

VINCENT
I'm his father.  He doesn't need
pictures of that man.

(beat)
We're going to be the ones that raise
him.

She hesitates.
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BETHANY
This is just happening so quick.  I
guess I figured one day Jeff may
want to know who his real...

VINCENT
Beth!  What did I say?

He takes a deep breathe and begins walking toward her.  He
takes the box from her hands and sets it on the ground.  He
takes her hands in his.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
I looked up to my father.  I had
respect for him.  I want Jeff to
respect and look up too me the same
way I did my father.

(beat)
They want to meet you.

BETHANY
I just...

He keeps her hands in his and bends down on one knee.  She
takes one of her hands from his and covers her mouth.

VINCENT
Last week I was talking to my mother
and she gave me something very
important to our family.

He reaches down into his pocket.

BETHANY
Yes!  Vince my answer is yes.

He laughs.

VINCENT
Now, hold on for one second.

(beat)
Let me get this all out.

(beat)
I know you said you couldn't live
with someone unless you were married. 
But, shit, I figure if we are engaged
we can finally sleep in the same
bed.  Cause, I'm sick of sleeping on
the couch.

She laughs and wipes the tears from her eyes.
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BETHANY
You know I'm not good at all of this
emotional shit.

(silly and excited)
Ask the question already!

He opens the jewelry case and reveals a engagement ring.  It
looks very old fashioned.  He let's go of her other hand and
takes the ring out.

VINCENT
This was my grandmothers and with my
families blessing.

(beat)
Bethany Ariel Walters, will you marry
me?

BETHANY
Yes!

She holds out her left hand and he puts the ring on her
finger.  He stands up and they embrace and kiss.

VINCENT
There is one thing though?

BETHANY
What's that?

VINCENT
My Ma is pretty set on meeting your
folks.  You have never really
mentioned them.  I mean besides the
fact they live in Montana.

She releases him and her body language changes.

BETHANY
Well, I haven't spoken to them in
five years.

VINCENT
Did something happen between you and
your folks?

She seems threatened.

BETHANY
I don't want to talk about it.  Not
now.  Preferably, not ever.

VINCENT
So, what?  They're just not gonna
come to the big day?
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BETHANY
I said I don't want to fucking talk
about it Vince!

VINCENT
Calm your self.  We won't talk about
it, now.

(beat)
But, if we're going to be married I
would like to meet your parents.

She takes a deep breathe in.  She looks at him and starts to
calm down.

BETHANY
I can probably give them a call.

(beat)
You just don't know the shit they
put me through.

VINCENT
Tell me then.  I want to know.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
Did you call them?

BETHANY (V.O.)
Eventually.

She takes a step back and looks into the living room where
Jeff is rocking back and forth.  He looks up at her and smiles
and simultaneously falls down and laughs.  She laughs and
then turns back toward him changing the conversation.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Can we eat please?

He gives up.

VINCENT
Yeah.  Just let me check the truck
too see if we left anything, ok?

BETHANY
Ok.

They kiss and he heads to the truck.  Bethany watches him as
he walks away.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
He wouldn't believe the things my
mother did too me.  He came from
parents who were the picture perfect
family with money.

(MORE)
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BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
But at the time I figured maybe things
had changed.  Plus, I wanted to hear
from pa.  I did want to see him.  I
wanted him to meet Jeffrey.

She walks into the house and picks up Jeff and looks at his
eyes and smiles.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
He has his eyes.

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:

INT. HOUSE-LAS VEGAS - NIGHT

Bethany is playing with Jeff.  Vincent is in the kitchen
when there is a knock at the door.  She looks at the door
and then to the kitchen and back to the door.  She gets up
and opens it.  Her parents are on the other side.  Viktor is
looking at her and he smiles his eyes swelling up he doesn't
cry for that shows weakness.

VIKTOR
Lil Beth.

He gives her a hug.  They stay embraced.  She looks at her
mother and smiles, trying to cover her fear.

BARB
Where is he?

She peers into the room and see's baby Jeff.  Her eyes light
up as she makes her way too him and picks him up.  Bethany
and Viktor step back from each other and a tear is coming
down her face.  He wipes it away and shakes his head.  She
knows what it means.  She takes a deep breath and turns into
the living room.

BARB (CONT'D)
He is soo darn big!

(to Jeff)
Aren't you!

Vincent comes walking out of the kitchen with a smile on his
face.  Viktor doesn't hesitate he goes right over too him.

VIKTOR
You must be Vincent.

(beat)

He reaches his strong hands out and shakes His hand.  It's a
strong handshake.  Viktor is impressed.
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VIKTOR (CONT'D)
You can tell a lot about a man just
by his hand shake.

(beat)
You taking care of my lil girl?

VINCENT
Yes sir.  I have heard a lot about
you.

He nods his head only imagining what had been told to him. 
Bethany takes her son from her mother and brings him over
too her father.

BETHANY
Daddy, this is your grandson.

She holds him out toward Him and his hands start too tremble. 
He takes them back holding in his excitement and staying
stoic.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
He has your eyes pa.

He nods and smiles.  Vincent walks over to Barb who is a
little taken back by him.  He goes to hug her and instead of
a hug she takes a step back and holds out her hand.  They
shake.

VINCENT
It's a pleasure too meet you ma'am.

(beat)
From what Beth has told me you two
have decided to move out here!

Barb gives a false smile and looks past Bethany toward Jeff.

BARB
Well, we couldn't leave our grandson
in the hands of some damn baby sitter.

(beat)
Have we missed his first step?

VINCENT
He took his first steps a couple
weeks ago.  He's going to be one
heck of a football player ma'am. 
You have my word on that.

She doesn't even care what he is saying she walks over too
Bethany and takes him out of her hands.  At first She is
about to get defensive and then she remembers.  Barb has him
in her hands.
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BARB
So are you ready?  What church are
you getting married in?

(to Jeff)
In a Baptist church I hope!

VINCENT
Well we...

Bethany interrupts him.

BETHANY
He is Catholic.

(beat)
We're getting married at St. Johns
Catholic Church.

Barb turns and looks at her with a scowl.

BARB
Catholic?!  I raised you better than
that.  Where's God in your decision?

Viktor sensing where this is going steps up and stops her.

VIKTOR
Barb, they can get married wherever
they want.

She looks at him and then down at the baby and smiles a false
smile.  She seems to be holding something back.  Vincent
changes the subject.

VINCENT
My parents are excited to meet you
tomorrow.

Viktor nods in approval.  Barb ignores him.

BARB
Well, we should really get back to
the house.

She reluctantly hands the baby back to her daughter.

BARB (CONT'D)
We will see you tomorrow for the
rehearsal.

She starts to leave the house and before she exits she calls
back too Viktor.

BARB (O.S.) (CONT'D)
Vick, let's go.
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She leaves.  Bethany looks at her father and gives him a
look of disapproval.

VIKTOR
(Coughs)

She has gotten much better honey.
(beat)

We appreciate...

He holds out his hand toward Vince and they shake.  He nods
and gives her a hug and whispers something to her.

VIKTOR (CONT'D)
I love you so much.  I hope you know
that.

He starts to walk toward the door calling back.

VIKTOR (O.S.) (CONT'D)
We'll see ya tomorrow.

He leaves and closes the door behind him.  She looks at
Vincent with tears in her eyes.

BETHANY
That's my parents.

He walks over toward her and gently touches her shoulder and
moves his hand to his son's cheek.

VINCENT
I know it was hard for you to call
them.  But, I'm here for the both of
you.  You know that.

She shakes her head in approval.  Then she smiles and sets
Jeff on the ground.  He gets up and begins to walk around
and then falls.

BETHANY
(Excited)

I have something to show you!

She runs out of the room and into the bathroom.  Vincent
looks down at Jeff.

VINCENT
Come on little man.  Get back on
those feet.

She comes running back into the room and is carrying
something.  He looks over at her and sees her smiling from
ear to ear.
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VINCENT (CONT'D)
What is it?

BETHANY
(silly)

We're pregnant!

He is shocked.  He looks down at Jeff and then back up toward
Beth.

VINCENT
Pregnant?

She is taken back by his lack of excitement.  She holds up
the test for him.  He looks down on it.

BETHANY
Here is the proof!  Covered in urine,
but I'm pregnant!

She laughs and keeps it held out for him.

VINCENT
(Serious)

We can't tell my parents until after
the marriage.

BETHANY
Vince, what's wrong?

(beat)
You're acting like you just fucking
woke up! I thought you would be
excited.

She goes into the kitchen and throws the pregnancy test away.

VINCENT
I'm sorry, but what did you expect? 
We didn't talk about another child. 
We didn't agree too this.

(beat)
I wore a condom.

She comes back into the living room upset.

BETHANY
Oh, but you were alright fucking me
but God forbid a beautiful child be
born.

(beat)
Your child.

(beat)
We won't tell your parents until
after we are married.  But, you need
to be ok with this.
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He stays silent and looks down at Jeff who has begun to stand
up again.

VINCENT
Just, give me some time.

BETHANY
Time?

He walks over too her and holds her close.

VINCENT
Ignore me.  I'm just stressed.  I'm
starting my new job next week.

He points toward the kitchen.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
I'm trying to learn these damn drinks. 
Let me get some rest and I'll be
just as excited as you, ok?

BETHANY
Ok.

They kiss.  She walks over too Jeff and picks him up.  She
walks over to Vincent and gives him a kiss on the cheek.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Finish your studying while I put him
too bed.

He leans over and gives him a kiss on the head.

VINCENT
Goodnight little man.

She starts to head toward Jeff's room.

BETHANY (O.S.)
Maybe we can still catch cops tonight!

He smiles and looks around the house and takes a deep breathe
in.  The phone RINGS and he looks at it and back at Jeff's
room.  He walks over to the phone and answers it.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
So you two hadn't planned for another
child?

BETHANY (V.O.)
It just sort of happened.

(beat)
I came from a large family and I
wanted more kids.
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INT. JEFF'S ROOM

She lays Jeff in his crib.  He looks up at her and smiles. 
She tucks him in and leans over the crib rubbing his nose.

BETHANY
(Whisper)

So what did you think about your
grandpa?

He replies with baby talk.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Oh, really!

She looks deep into his eyes and continues to rub his nose. 
She starts to sing softly.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Oh, tiny turned up nose.  Two cheeks
just like a rose.  Two arms that
hold me tight, this little boy of
mine.  No one will ever know, how
much your coming has meant.

(beat)
Because, I love you so...

(beat)
You must be heaven sent.  You mean
the world to me, when you sit upon
my knee.  No one will ever be this
little boy of mine.

He has fallen asleep looking peaceful.  She stops singing
and rubbing his nose.  She looks at him for a long time as
she starts to CRY.  She touches her stomach and leans over
the barrier and kisses him on the forehead.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Goodnight, I love you.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
I've sung that song to him every
night.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
It's beautiful.

She stands upright and makes sure she turns on the night
light.  She begins to leave the room and stops at the door
and takes one last look at her son.

She blows him a kiss and leaves the door ajar.  His peaceful
face fades into the darkness.

FADE OUT:
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FADE IN:

INT. ST. JOHNS CATHOLIC CHURCH-LAS VEGAS - DAY

PEOPLE Sit in the pews.  Vincent and Bethany's families are
sitting together on both sides.  Barb is seated in the front. 
Vincent is standing in the front of the sanctuary.  He has
five BEST MEN.  There are four BRIDESMAIDS.  Everyone in
attendance stands up and looks toward the back of the
sanctuary.  Jeff is standing in a little tux and he has a
huge smile on his face.  Viktor is leading his daughter down
the aisle.  Bethany has a huge smile on her face and tears
in her eyes.

BETHANY (V.O.)
You wouldn't understand but this is
the moment women dream about.

(beat)
Walking down the aisle with your
father.  Seeing the love of your
life.  Knowing a baby is on the way.

(beat)
About to start a new chapter in your
life.  I was finally shedding tears
because I was happy.

(beat)
And not because I was getting whooped. 

Viktor reluctantly gives his daughter to Vincent.  He leads
her to the altar and they stand in front of the PRIEST. 
They look at each other hand in hand.

CUT TO:

INT. ST. JOHNS CATHOLIC CHURCH

A BRIDESMAID #1 reaches over and hands Bethany a piece of
paper.  She looks at it.

BETHANY
Vincent Thomas I promise to give
you...

She hesitates but smiles.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
All of my heart, my soul, and love. 
The same love you have shown our
child.  I will forever be yours
through the good times and the bad.

He smiles and without a paper he begins to recite his vows.
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VINCENT
Bethany Walters, I promise to give
you everything I'am.  I will love
you and you alone.  I promise to
love our child and give him everything
he deserves.  I love you and you
alone.

He looks over toward Jeff and smiles.  Jeff comes running up
too the altar and gives him a hug.  Vincent reaches into his
little pocket and pulls out a ring.  He pats him on the head.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
Thanks little man.

He puts the ring on her finger and she puts one on his and
they kiss.  Everyone CLAPS.

CUT TO:

INT. DANCE HALL- NIGHT

Bethany and Vincent are slightly dressed down.  Everyone is
watching them on the dance floor.  They are dancing to I
SWEAR by All-4-One.  They are looking at each other and they
look down and JEFF who is dancing with them.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Everything was perfect.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
Did you believe that?

BETHANY (V.O.)
Option One, I could believe that
this would end poorly or Option two. 
I could live in the moment and believe
this was truly love, everlasting
love.

She smiles at Jeff and then looks at Vincent.  She places
her head on his shoulders and closes her eyes.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
So you went with option two?

BETHANY (V.O.)
In that moment I needed to believe
in option two.  Especially, with
another little one on the way.

(beat)
Benjamin Thomas.
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DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
What's the next thing you remember?

CUT TO:

INT. HOUSE - DAY

Bethany is seated on the couch her mother and father are in
the living room.  She is carrying BENJAMIN THOMAS.  JEFF (2)
walks over and looks at his little brother.  He puts his
hand on his head.  Vincent comes walking from the back room
wearing his work clothes.

VINCENT
Be careful buddy.

Jeff turns and looks at his father.

JEFF
Why daddy?

Bethany looks down at him and smiles.

BETHANY
He is very fragile.

(to Vincent)
You have to work tonight?

He walks over and picks up Jeff and tickles him.  They play
around.  She looks at her father who is silently sitting in
one of the chairs looking on.

BARB
Vince?  She asked you a question.

He sets Jeff down and look up at Barb and then too Bethany.

VINCENT
What?

BETHANY
You have to work tonight?

VINCENT
I picked up a shift.

(beat)
This place isn't going to pay for
itself.  I'll be home late.

(to Barb)
Do you think you could stay for a
bit tonight with the baby?

Bethany is about to say something but is interrupted by her
mother.
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BARB
Of course.

She reaches out for the baby and when Bethany hands him over
she gets up and goes over too Vincent.  He kisses Jeff on
the head and stands up.

BETHANY
Be safe tonight.

VINCENT
I will.

He kisses her and smiles.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
Goodnight, I'll see you in the
morning.

He waves to everyone and heads out the door.  The door shuts
and she looks back toward her family.  She starts to play
with Jeff.

CUT TO:

EXT. LAS VEGAS-BAR - NIGHT

The night life is going by quickly.  There is a line outside
of the door and BOUNCERS are letting people into the bar.

INT. BAR

Vincent is making people drinks behind the bar.  He grabs a
bottle and begins to pour it into a shaker his wedding ring
visible for all too see.  ROB (35) A very big man with a
large smile, walks over toward Vincent and pats him on the
shoulder.  He turns around.

VINCENT
What up Rob!?

ROB
How are ya?  You know you didn't
have to come in tonight.

He continues to make the drink, shaking the mixture.

VINCENT
I know, I guess I just needed to get
out of the house.

ROB
(sarcastic)

I can understand that.
(MORE)
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ROB (CONT'D)
A brand new kid and wife I wouldn't
want to be at my home either.

Vincent pours the drink into a glass and delivers it.  He
smiles at the GIRL he delivered it too and comes back to a
waiting Rob.

VINCENT
Thanks for the concern my brotha. 
But, I'm fine.

ROB
Alright, you coming to the after bar
tonight?

Vincent looks around and sees GIRL #2 approach his section. 
She smiles at him and winks.  He smiles.

ROB (CONT'D)
Yo, Vince!

Vincent turns toward him.

VINCENT
What?!  Dude, just let me have some
fun.  I'll be there tonight!

ROB
Alright.  Now, get back to work or
I'm gonna beat you again tonight!

Rob laughs as he walks away.  Vincent turns toward the girl
and walks over.

VINCENT
What can I get you?

She notices the ring and looks up at him anyway.

TIFFANY
That's too bad.

VINCENT
What?

TIFFANY
All the good one are taken aren't
they?

He looks down and looks at his ring.

VINCENT
Oh, this thing.  Yeah, sorry Hun...
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She interrupts him.

TIFFANY
It's Tiffany.

VINCENT
Well, Tiffany, what can I get you?

TIFFANY
Well, let's start with a vodka
cranberry and see if I can eventually
get your number.

He leans over and looks at her.

VINCENT
Alright, one vodka cranberry coming
up.

He turns around smiling to himself as he grabs a glass and a
vodka bottle.  He pours the drink and puts down the bottle.

CUT TO:

INT. HOUSE

Bethany is putting her kids too bed.  She is standing over
Jeff and is rubbing his nose.  She walks over to Ben in his
crib and smiles down at him rubbing his cheek.

CUT TO:

INT. BAR

Tiffany has a drink in front of her.  She smiles at Vincent
as he approaches and hands her the check.  He walks away. 
She looks down at the check and his number is on it.  She
looks up and catches Vincent's eye.  He smiles.

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:

INT. HOUSE - DAY

Bethany walks through the door Jeff walking beside her.  She
is carrying Ben in her hand.  She puts her set of keys on a
nearby table.  She turns on the television and TEENAGE MUTANT
NINJA TURTLES is on.  Jeff gets excited and goes to the front
of the screen.

JEFF
Momma!  Turtles!
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BETHANY
Your favorite show.

She smiles at Ben.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Do you wanna watch the turtles with
your brother?

Ben just looks up at her with no emotion.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Here you go.

She sets him down in a rocker and turns him toward the
television.  She stands up still wearing her clothes from
work.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Did you have a good day with grandpa
today?

He is engulfed in the show and is imitating the fighting
moves.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Jeff?

He finally turns toward her in a fighting stance.

JEFF
Hi-yah!

She smiles and assumes a fighting position.

BETHANY
(silly)

You dare to appose your own mother!

He laughs.

JEFF
No, no, no.

BETHANY
(silly)

Now, you must die!

She runs over and grabs him and they start playing on the
ground.  He is laughing do to her tickling him.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
(Silly)

You will never win!
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She laughs and he lays on top of her and continues to watch
the show.  The phone RINGS and she looks toward the kitchen. 
It RINGS again and She starts to stand up.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
(to JEFF)

That's probably your daddy.  This
isn't over yet.  I'll be back.

She walks over to the phone and answers it.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Hello?

There's no answer instead just some ruffling in the
background.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Vince?

Finally there is someone on the other line.

VINCENT (V.O.)
Hey Hun!  I'm gonna be a little late
tonight.

BETHANY
I thought we were supposed to go out
tonight?  My parents said they would
come over to watch the kids.

VINCENT (V.O.)
They need me too stay a little bit
later tonight.  Just have your parents
come over and go out with your friends
tonight.  You deserve it.

She steps out into the hall the phone still in her hands and
she looks into the living room seeing Jeff trying to play
with Ben.  She smiles and leans back into the kitchen.

BETHANY
Are you sure?

VINCENT (V.O.)
Have some fun!  I will see you later
tonight.

BETHANY
Alright, well have a good-night at
work.  I love you.

VINCENT (V.O.)
(hesitates)

I love you too.
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She hangs up the phone and begins to dial her parents number.

BETHANY
Hey Pa!  Are you still able to come
over tonight?

(beat)
Great!  I'll see you in a little
bit.

She hangs up the phone.

FADE OUT

FADE IN:

INT. HOUSE- NIGHT

Barb and Viktor are seated in the living room watching
television when Bethany comes walking into the house dressed
like she went out.

BETHANY
Hey.

She looks around the room and can't see her kids anywhere. 
She motions toward the back room.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Are they asleep?

Barb looks up at her and begins to grab her things.

BARB
Yeah, we put them down about an hour
ago.

Viktor shuts off the television and gets out of his seat. 
They begin to walk toward the door.  Bethany looks at her
mother and then gives her dad a hug.

BETHANY
Thanks for watching them tonight.

VIKTOR
We're happy too.

Barb opens the door and looks back at her daughter.

BARB
We'll see you tomorrow.

BETHANY
Did Vince call?
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She shakes her head "no" and heads out the door followed by
Viktor.  The door closes and Bethany is left alone in the
house.  She takes off her shoes and goes to the phone about
to call him and then she decides not too.  Instead she gets
some clothes out of her room and heads to the bathroom to
take a shower.

The bathroom door is shut and water can be heard running. 
She is singing something in the shower but it's hard to hear
what she is singing.  The phone RINGS.  She continues to
sing something.  The phone RINGS again.  The water stops
running.  The phone RINGS once more and goes to voice mail.

VOICEMAIL (O.S.)
Hello, you have reached the Thomas
residence.  We can't make it to the
phone right now but if you leave
your name and number we will call
you as soon as we can.  Have a great
day!

Bethany steps out of the bathroom covered only by a towel. 
She runs too the phone trying to answer it.

TIFFANY (V.O.)
Hey!  This is Tiffany.  You know
from the other night.  I know I
shouldn't be calling you at your
house, being married and all but...

She was about to reach for the phone and suddenly her hand
is trembling.  The trembling hand slowly goes up too her
mouth.  Her eyes beginning to tear up she stands by the phone
and slides down the nearby wall.

BETHANY (V.O.)
In reality I should have known!  He
was distant of late.  Staying out
later.  Picking up extra shifts.

(beat)
I loved him...I love him to this
day.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

Dr. Andrews reaches over and grabs a box of tissues.  He
hands them to her.  She takes one and wipes her eyes.  But,
she is not breaking down.  She won't show him her pain.

DR. ANDREWS
That must have been hard.
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BETHANY
I still remember that message to
this day.

She reaches into her purse for her pack of cigarettes.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Do you care if I smoke?

He looks at her and nods.

DR. ANDREWS
Sure.  But, smoke it by the window
please.  Here...

He gets up from his seat and opens the window.  She gets up
grabbing a single cigarette and lighting it once she gets
close to the door.

BETHANY
I still remember that message to
this day.

She takes a puff of her cigarette and lets out a relaxing
sigh.  She looks at the cigarette.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
I'm trying to quit.

Dr. Andrews stands next to her and leans against the wall.

DR. ANDREWS
So what did you end up doing once
you heard the message?

BETHANY
I didn't react like some would have.

(beat)
Instead, I waited for him to get
home.

CUT TO:

INT. HOUSE- BEDROOM - FLASHBACK- NIGHT

Bethany is seated on her bed looking at a picture of her and
Vincent on their wedding day.  She is crying and she hears
the door open and a set of keys being set down.  A bunch of
emotions sweep over her as she waits in the darkness. 
Footsteps can be heard coming down the hall and Vincent peeks
into the room and sees her sitting there.  He smiles.

VINCENT
Hey, I thought you would be asleep.
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He notices she is crying.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
What's wrong?

He begins to walk toward her.

BETHANY
(to herself)

I will love you and you alone.

She laughs wiping the tears from her eyes.  He stops in his
tracks.

VINCENT
Beth, what's wrong?

She looks up at him, tear marks on her cheeks.

BETHANY
Did you tell her that too?  When you
gave her our number!

VINCENT
What are you talking about?

BETHANY
Did you fuck her Vince?  Huh?

(beat)
Did you fuck Tiffany?!

She laughs uncomfortably.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Did you fuck her good?!

She throws the picture at him and it smashes against the
wall behind him as he ducks out of the way.  He realizes
what she is talking about and is almost speechless.

VINCENT
(beat)

Nothing happened.  I promise.

BETHANY
Save me the lies!  I can't believe
you were willing to throw this all
away for some whore!

He tries to make his way to her and she sticks out her hands.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Stay away from me!

He slowly grabs her hands.
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VINCENT
I messed up.

(beat)
I don't know why I gave her the
number.

She begins to cry again.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
I know what it looks like but you
have to believe me.  I didn't fuck
that girl.

(beat)
I didn't fuck that girl.  I meant
what I said.

(beat)
I will love you and you alone.

Tears start to fill his eyes.  She looks up at him not knowing
whether she should believe him or not.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
I promise.  You have to believe me.

BETHANY
(beat)

Prove it.  Quit your job.
(beat)

Let's leave this God forsaken place!

He hesitates and then puts his arms around her.

VINCENT
I'll quit my job.

(beat)
Let's leave.  Move away from here
and start over.

(beat)
We can move wherever you want.  Just
name the place.

She looks at him and shakes her head "yes".  She gives him a
hug.

BETHANY (V.O.)
I believed him.

(beat)
Fuck.

(beat)
But, we had to get out of Las Vegas. 
It wasn't a proper place to raise a
family.  A good looking man like him
could easily fall into the temptation
again if left in the same environment.

(MORE)
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BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
(beat)

So, once again we were on the move.

CUT TO:

EXT. HOUSE- DAY

Vincent is carrying boxes to a moving truck.  Viktor and
Barb are with the kids as Bethany helps with the boxes.

BETHANY (V.O.)
It took a little while but six months
later and we were heading to Mason
City, Iowa.  It's where my great
grandma once lived and it was slightly
familiar.

(beat)
Vince got a job at Golden Grain Energy
an Ethanol plant.  And I was going
to work at gym.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
What about your parents?

She Places a box into the truck and gives Vincent a kiss as
they pass each other.  She looks at her parents and kids.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Barb said she didn't want to leave
the kids in the hands of some fucking
baby sitter.  So, they were going to
live with us.  It was going to be a
fresh start a new beginning.

She looks at Vincent while he is talking to one of the truck
drivers.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
Did you believe him?

BETHANY (V.O.)
I still had my doubts.  But, I had
to believe him.  My kids needed a
father and I needed to believe he
was telling the truth.

(beat)
I mean shit.

He Goes over to the truck and looks at everyone.

VINCENT
Alright gang!  Next stop Mason City!



52.

He closes the sliding door to the moving van.

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:

EXT. HOUSE-MASON CITY, IOWA - DAY

A beautiful two story house sits in the sun.  Barb is outside
sitting on the porch watching JEFF (4) and BEN (almost 2)
play on the lawn.  Viktor is seated next too his wife on the
porch reading a newspaper.

CUT TO:

INT. HOUSE

BETHANY (24) and VINCENT (25) are standing in the kitchen
conversing.  She has her work clothes on and he is in lounging
attire.

BETHANY
I don't understand why you have to
work so much.  Don't they have anybody
else?

He shrugs his shoulders.

VINCENT
I don't know.  All I know is I'm
supposed to work tonight.

He looks outside to the porch and walks over to close the
door.  He looks back toward Her.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
My question is when are they going
to start helping out.  It's been
what a year now?  They don't pay any
fucking rent.

BETHANY
They watch the boys for us.

(beat)
I'm the first to admit I don't trust
her around them but she has changed. 
She's not the same bitch that used
to hit me all the time.  She's...

(beat)
Different.
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VINCENT
If she hit you as a kid do you really
think she's not going to harm one of
our boys?

(beat)
Once a nut job always a nut job.

She stares out the window looking out and seeing her sons. 
Jeff is running around.  She smiles.  Everything seems
peaceful.  He continues to look at his wife and lowers his
head.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
What time do you go in today?

She continues to look out the window.

BETHANY
I should get going.

She turns toward him.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
I should be back home by seven.  My
parents should be able to watch them
for an hour when you leave.

She walks over to her husband and gives him a kiss.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
I know you gave up a lot to come out
here and start over.

(beat)
I'm proud of you.

He smiles.

VINCENT
You better get to work.  I'll see
you later.

He kisses her on the cheek.

BETHANY
Have a great night at work!

She starts to head out the front door.  Before she exits the
house she looks back at him.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Have you ever just bottled something
up, hoping it would change for the
better?
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VINCENT
You can't keep everything inside. 
Sometimes you gotta let it out.

BETHANY
I just don't know what would come
out.

(beat)
They're good people on the inside.

(beat)
I really like having her around.

She laughs.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
But, Barb doesn't need too know that.

She exits the house and shuts the door behind her.

Dr. Andrews interrupts her.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

Dr. Andrews is now sitting back in his chair and across from
him sits Bethany.  She is looking at him and now instead of
smoking she is chewing gum.

DR. ANDREWS
Why did you ask him that?

She stares past him for a little while.  She seems lost in
thought.

BETHANY
(beat)

I don't know if I did.
(beat)

It all comes in flashes.  I know my
mother did some messed up shit to me
but...

(beat)
I can't remember.

DR. ANDREWS
It's fine Beth.  It's fine.  You
don't need to remember everything it
may take some time.

She laughs.

DR. ANDREWS (CONT'D)
How did it feel to have everything
be so...
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DR. ANDREWS (CONT'D)
(beat)

Perfect.

She looks at him and her head slightly tilts to the right.

BETHANY
I was my own canvas.  A messed up
picture, painted over and over again.

(beat)
A blank slate with secrets to hide.

CUT TO:

EXT. HOUSE-MASON CITY, IOWA - FLASHBACK - DAY

A bird is circling above the house it lands in a nearby tree. 
She looks at her parents as she passes them on the porch
telling them something.

BETHANY (V.O.)
It would soon change.  Everything
would change.  I would remember why
my parents could no longer stay in
our lives.  It would just take one
of those flashes.

She walks over to her kids and gives them each a kiss and
continues to her car.  Before she gets in she takes one last
look at her family and house.

She gets into the car and begins to leave heading to work. 
Her kids go to the side of the road and wave as their mother
leaves.

CUT TO:

INT. GYM - AFTERNOON

Bethany is at the front desk logging in her hours.  The clock
behind her reads 6:45pm. She continues to look down at some
paperwork.  MR. FLORES (35) is wearing a nice suit with a
duffel bag.  He is a tall individual with short dark hair. 
He is extremely flirtatious and has a wedding band on his
ring finger.  He walks up to the counter and looks at her as
she goes through her paperwork.

MR. FLORES
I had no idea they hired beautiful
women here.

She looks up and smiles.
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MR. FLORES (CONT'D)
If I would have known this, I would
have started coming here sooner.

BETHANY
Well thank you!  What can I do for
you...

MR.FLORES
My apologies.  It's Don.  Donald
Flores.

He stretches out his hand and she shakes it.

BETHANY
Nice to meet you.  My name is Bethany.

He smiles at her.

MR. FLORES
It's a pleasure to meet you.

CUT TO:

INT. HOUSE

Barb is seated in the living room watching the children. 
Viktor gets up from a chair coughing violently.  He grabs a
pack of smokes from his pocket and goes outside to smoke.

EXT. HOUSE

He lights his cigarette with a match and continues to cough
violently but takes a drag anyway.  He looks out toward the
beautiful sun as it sets.  He looks tired and weary.  He
looks down into the hand he coughed in and sees blood.  He
wipes it on his jeans.

CUT TO:

INT. GYM

Bethany has just finished giving Mr. Flores a tour of the
gym.  They are walking back to the front counter.

BETHANY
So were you thinking of trying our
two week trial period?

She glances up at the clock which reads 7:00pm. She starts
to tap her feet, trying to hide her impatience.  He notices.

MR. FLORES
I'm sorry I can't be more
entertaining.
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He laughs.

BETHANY
No, no, don't worry.  I'm just
supposed to be home with my kids
right now .

MR. FLORES
Kids?  I understand.  I have three
of my own.

(pauses)
I think I would like to try the two
week trial.  Where do I sign?

She reaches over and grabs a sign up sheet and hands it to
him along with her business card.

BETHANY
Here is the sheet.  Please put down
your information and I have given
you my card incase you have any
further questions.

MR. FLORES
Great!

He takes the sheet and the card looking over it carefully.

MR. FLORES (CONT'D)
Now, get out of here and get home to
your kids.  I can fill all of this
out.

BETHANY
Thank you!

She grabs her purse and starts to head out the front door. 
She remembers something and turns back at the last second.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Mr. Flores, remember if you have any
questions don't hesitate to call.

MR. FLORES
Trust me, I wont.

She exits the door as another person walks behind the front
desk.

CUT TO:

INT. HOUSE

Viktor is giving his grand kids a hug and kiss good night.
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VIKTOR
Goodnight Lil ones.

He looks at his wife.

VIKTOR (CONT'D)
I'm heading to bed.  You gonna put
them to sleep?

BARB
I can do it.  Get some sleep.

He nods at her and looks at his grand kids and smiles.  He
opens a door to the basement and closes the door behind him. 
She looks over to the kids who have begun to play again.

BARB (CONT'D)
Alright little ones!  Time for bed.

Jeff continues to run around look back at his grandma.

JEFF
No!  I don't wanna go to bed!

Barb's head tilts to one side.

BARB
I said it's time for bed.

He looks back with a smile on his face.

JEFF
No.

Ben starts to laugh on the ground.  She looks at Jeff but
really past him.  Her hands go from being open too clenched.

CUT TO:

INT. CAR

Bethany's hands tighten around the wheel as she looks at the
time.  She pulls up to the house and parks the car.

CUT TO:

INT. HOUSE

Barb has Ben in one hand and is grabbing Jeff by the arm. 
She is trying to force him to go up the stairs and he wont
go.

BARB
I said it is time for bed!!
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Jeff is struggling and yelling.

JEFF
No!

She loses it and still holding Ben in one arm she takes her
other hand and puts it around Jeff's throat choking him.  He
can't breath, though he is trying.  She lift him off the
ground and puts him against the wall.

Bethany comes running through the door hearing the yelling. 
She enters the door to a horrific sight.  She sees her mother
with her hand around her boys throat.  She blinks.

CUT TO:

INT. FARM HOUSE-FLASHBACK-DAY

BETHANY (8) is seated in the living room reading the bible
with her mother looking over her shoulder.  She sets the
bible down and looks at her mother.

BETHANY
But ma, I don't want to read right
now.

She looks outside, where her siblings are playing.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
I wanna play outside.  Please?

Barb tilts her head and looks at her daughter.

BARB
You must read the word.  That's the
only way our Lord will grant you
forgiveness for your wicked ways.

(pauses)
Now, continue to read.

She stares at the book and looks straight ahead.  She closes
her eyes and a tear rolls down.

BETHANY
No.

Barb is slightly stunned but angered.  She leans closer and
whispers in her ear.

BARB
What did you say?

Her hand is tightly gripping the couch that Bethany is seated
on.  She opens her eyes.
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BETHANY
No, I don't want too.

Without hesitation Barb raises her hand and strikes her across
the back of the head sending her to the ground.

BARB
In Jesus name!  Release these evil
spirits!

Bethany is laying on the ground tears coming from her face. 
She doesn't dare move knowing the result but instead she
cries out for her father.

BETHANY
Pa!

Barb makes her way toward her and reaches down with one hand. 
The other one is clenched.  She wraps it around her throat.

BARB
In Jesus holy name!  Release her of
these demons!

She lifts Bethany into the air.  She cannot breathe.

CUT TO:

INT. HOUSE-MASON CITY, IOWA

Bethany (24) opens her eyes.  She immediately runs over to
her mother, yelling downstairs.

BETHANY
Pa!

She reaches her mother and just as she looks up at her
daughter, Bethany slaps her across the face.  With that she
drops Jeff whom is crying and grasping for breathe.  Barb
almost drops Ben but keeps him in her hands due to instinct.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Give me my son!

She reaches down and takes Ben from her hands.  Jeff has
begun to regain his breath.  She reaches down and keeps him
close.  Barb is shocked. Behind them Viktor is standing, his
mouth open, knowing what happened, but not knowing what to
do.

BARB
How dare you!  You obviously didn't
learn anything as a child!
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Bethany slowly looks up at her mother with almost a fire in
her eyes.

BETHANY
Get out.

Barb looks at her with softening eyes realizing what she
did.  Viktor tries to put his hand on his daughter but she
pulls away, still holding Ben.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Get out of my house!  You will never
lay your hands on my sons ever again!

(beat)
Get out.

Viktor's eyes start to swell.  Barb gets up from the stairs
and looks at her daughter.  She is about to say something
but decides not too.

BARB
(beat)

We'll start packing our things.

Viktor looks at his little girl who is still consoling her
kids.

VIKTOR
Lil Beth?

She doesn't cry but looks at her father who coughs violently.

BETHANY
I'm sorry but...

(pauses)
You need to go!

Barb has started to go downstairs and pack.  Bethany looks
at her father.  He looks down the stairs and suddenly regains
himself.  She knows he could never leave his wife.  Especially
after everything they have been through.  She nods at him
and he kneels down too Jeff.  His hand shaking he places it
on his cheek.

VIKTOR
(stuttering)

I...Love, you.

He stands up and does the same to Ben.  He looks at his
daughter.  He reaches out his hand and grabs hers with the
little strength he has left.  He turns around and heads down
the stairs.

CUT TO:
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EXT. HOUSE- NIGHT

Barb and Viktor are in their car and looking at Bethany and
the boys.  The car begins to pull out of the driveway.

BETHANY (V.O.)
That's the last time my boys ever
saw their grandparents.

(beat)
It was so hard to watch him leave.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
So you finally stood up to your
mother.  How did you feel?

BETHANY (V.O.)
I had taken a step back.

(pauses)
But, I would not let that woman lay
a hand on my babies, my kids!

The car continues to head down the road.  Bethany brings the
boys back inside of the house and closes the door.

CUT TO:

INT. BOYS BEDROOM

Bethany is laying the boys in bed starting with Ben.  Then
she tucks Jeff into bed and starts to rub his nose.  She
holds back tears.

BETHANY (V.O.)
I wanted to kill her.

(beat)
I could have killed her.  But, I
didn't let myself become her.  Instead
I let time pass us by.

(pauses)
All seemed peaceful.

She kisses Jeff on the head and leaves the bedroom and leaves
the adr slightly ajar.  The bedroom starts to quickly change
as beds become a little bigger, the crib disappears and the
color of the room changes.  JEFF (6) and BEN (4) get out of
their bed hearing yelling.  Ben is about to head out of the
door and he is stopped by his brother who smiles a tired
smile.

CUT TO:

INT. KITCHEN - MORNING

VINCENT (27) ducks a pan thrown at him.  BETHANY (26) goes
to grab another nearby pan.
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There are only tears in her eyes.

BETHANY
How could you!  How could you fucking
do this again!

She throws the next pan, it hits him in the shoulder.  He
takes it and looks for a way to get closer to her.

VINCENT
I didn't want you to find out this
way!

He stands up straight.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
I was going to tell you myself.

She picks up a nearby pot and throws it.  It misses him.

CUT TO:

INT. BOYS BEDROOM

Jeff walks over to the door wearing his superman costume
from a previous Halloween.  He looks back at his brother
with a certain kind of confidence.

JEFF
Stay here.  I'll be back.

He walks out of the door and down the stairs.

CUT TO:

INT.KITCHEN

Vincent makes his way to her and wraps his arms around her. 
She is trying to break free from him.

BETHANY
(upset)

Get off of me!
(pauses)

Let me go mother fucker!

She slams her head back hitting him in the chin.  He is
slightly disoriented but continues to hold her.

VINCENT
Fuck!

JEFF (O.S.)
Mommy.  Daddy.  What's happening?
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Bethany looks over and sees her son in the kitchen doorway. 
She suddenly calms down and switches everything.  Vincent
realizing his son is in the room lets her go.  She wipes the
tears from her eyes and  puts a smile on.

BETHANY
Hey baby!  Oh, look at you, Mr.
superman!

She kneels down beside him.  He has his hands on his hips.

JEFF
What was all that noise?

She looks at him and doesn't know quite what too say.

BETHANY
We just got too loud, ok?  We will
keep it down, ok?

He shakes his head up and down.

VINCENT (O.S.)
Go upstairs buddy.  Your mommy and I
need to talk some more.

He looks up at his father and nods.  He starts to head up
the stairs and stops, looking back at his parents.

JEFF
Just no more noise, understand?

BETHANY
Ok. You got it honey.

He flies up the stairs and she slowly rises to look at
Vincent.  He leans against the counter and hangs his head.

VINCENT
So, what now?

She stares at him not knowing what to say.

Dr. Andrews interrupts her.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

Dr. Andrews keeps his head down and eventually looks up at
Bethany who can't seem to hold it all back.  She seems broken
but yet, at the same time, strong.
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DR. ANDREWS
That must have been hard for you. 
What did you two decide? 

BETHANY
Option one, I could forgive him and
continue to pretend like it would
never happen again.  Option two, 
divorce...

(beat)
And we make it an easy transition
for the kids.

He nods his head and tries to force a smile.

DR.ANDREWS
Let me guess.  Option Two?

Bethany forces a smile.

CUT TO:

INT. KITCHEN- FLASHBACK-MORNING

She walks over by Vincent and speaks slowly.

BETHANY
I think you should stay in the
house...

He looks up at her confused.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
But I want a divorce.

The words seemed forced out and surreal.

VINCENT
I understand.

(pauses)
What about the boys?

BETHANY
We will figure that out when it comes. 
But I'm not going to separate you
from your children.

(pauses)
But, you can not bring that bitch
around this house or our kids.  You
understand?

He nods his head up and down.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
You can sleep downstairs.
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She slowly turns and makes her way up the stairs, leaving
Vince all alone in the kitchen.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
I never wanted a divorce...

(beat)
Once a cheat always a cheat. 

(pauses)
I know that now.  But, I figured we
could act like adults until we figured
it out.  I was fucking delusional. 
I should have known nothing works
out like you plan it.

CUT TO:

INT. BAR-MASON CITY, IOWA - NIGHT

Bethany is seated at the bar with a drink in front of her. 
She isn't really drinking it.  She is looking at her ring
she holds it in one of her hands and clenches it tight. 
TIMOTHY (30) is seated at the bar.  He has dark black hair. 
He is wearing a Motley Crew shirt with a leather jacket over
top.  He is by himself and he looks over at Bethany.  He
takes a drink of his beer and takes a deep breathe in.

BETHANY (V.O.)
If my ma beat one thing into me about
faith, it was the fact that God laughs
at our plans.  Everything is done on
his time.  Everything happens for a
reason.

(beat)
You believe that shit.

Timothy gets up from his seat carrying his beer.  He starts
to make his way to her.  He is about to reach her when she
shakes her head and quickly stands up and turns into him,
spilling his beer all over his shirt.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Oh God!  I'm sorry.

She looks toward the bar top and grabs some napkins and starts
to dab at the beer on his shirt.  He looks slightly
embarrassed.

TIMOTHY
Oh, don't worry about it.

(hesitant)
My name is Tim.

She stops trying to clean his shirt and holds out her hand
laughing.
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BETHANY
Well Hi Tim.

(pauses)
Nice too meet you.

She still has her hand on his chest.  She takes it off and
looks at him intently.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
The least I can do is buy you another
beer.

TIMOTHY
I think if I soak up any more beer,
I wont be able to drive.

She laughs and sits back down in her chair.  He sits beside
her.  They begin to talk.  In her clenched up hand resting
by her side she places her ring into her pocket.  She smiles
at him and laughs at something he says.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
You met someone?  That quick?

BETHANY (V.O.)
It felt that fast.  I don't know if
it was because I didn't want to be
alone.

(beat)
Maybe I needed some hope that not
everything was lost.  I figured this
much.  Tim was a nice guy.  A good
guy.

(beat)
But so was Vince and he cheated on
me.

CUT TO:

INT. HOUSE

Vincent is playing with the boys in their room.  They're
dressed in their pajamas.  They are wrestling and having
fun.

BETHANY (V.O.)
The one thing my Father gave me was
instinct.  I knew how to pick men
who were good fathers.  Vince may
have been a shitty husband but I'll
admit that he is an extraordinary
father.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
Did you feel that in Tim?
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BETHANY (V.O.)
Yes, I did.

Vincent tucks the kids into bed.  He rubs Jeff's nose, his
eyes swelling with pride.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

Bethany looks over at him and starts to laugh.

BETHANY
It went on like that for awhile. 
Vince and I were free to date whoever
we wanted.

He takes some notes and rests his hands on his knees.

DR. ANDREWS
I know you had found Tim but, didn't
you still feel hurt that Vince had
found someone else?

She laughs.

BETHANY
I wasn't going to let some bitch
ruin my life again.

(pauses)
So, Tim and I continued to date and
Vince continued to live in the house.

DR. ANDREWS
Did Tim know you were married?

BETHANY
I eventually told him everything.  I
can't remember, but I think I told
him most things.

DR. ANDREWS
Continue.

BETHANY
I'm trying to remember.  It's not as
easy as you'd think.

CUT TO:
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EXT. STREET-MASON CITY, IOWA- FLASHBACK - NIGHT

Timothy and Bethany are taking a walk and talking.  They are
holding hands for a minute but she takes it from him.  He
looks up into the sky.

TIMOTHY
It's a beautiful night.

She continues to walk enjoying the moment.

TIMOTHY (CONT'D)
So, when do I get to meet your boys?

Realizing the question came out of the blue.  She turns and
looks at him.

BETHANY
Um...I don't...

He interrupts her.

TIMOTHY
I understand.  The divorce isn't
finalized yet.

(silly)
I'm just excited that's all.  I've
always wanted kids of my own.

He says it without thought.  She looks at him and smiles but
is slightly unsettled.

BETHANY
Not yet.  I don't want to confuse
them, you know?  Not until the papers
are finalized and all.

He raises his hands in defense.

TIMOTHY
(raises his hands)

You'll have no more questions from
this guy.  Not until the times right.

She looks back in the direction of the car.

BETHANY
(beat)

We should probably get back to the
car.

Timothy looks at his wrist watch.
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TIMOTHY
Yeah, we probably should.  It's
getting late.

He looks at her and smiles.

TIMOTHY (CONT'D)
(silly)

Can I walk you back to your car? 
I've heard there are some shady
characters that come out at night.

He turns and extends his arm back toward the path for which
they came.  She laughs.

BETHANY
That sounds great.  Lead the way,
Mr. Protector.

She starts to walk back when her phone RINGS.  She looks
down and takes out her phone.  The Id reads "Mr. Flores".

BETHANY (CONT'D)
(to Timothy)

Sorry.

She answers the phone.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Hello, Mr. Flores?

MR. FLORES (V.O.)
Sorry to bother you.  I was just
calling to let you know I wasn't
going to be able to make it tomorrow
for my appointment.

BETHANY
Oh, well thanks for letting me know. 
So, I'll see you Friday then?

MR. FLORES (V.O.)
Can't wait.  Sorry again for calling
at such an hour.

BETHANY
It's fine.  Goodnight Mr. Flores.

She hangs up the phone and continues to walk with Timothy.

TIMOTHY
Who was that?
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BETHANY
(matter of fact)

Just some rich client from work.
(laughs)

He pretty much wears a suit when he
works out.  I lead him through some
exercises but, he really doesn't do
much.

He Laughs and continues to move.

TIMOTHY
(sarcastically)

Sounds like I have some competition.

He looks back and smiles.  She hits him in the arm.  He laughs
in pain.

TIMOTHY (CONT'D)
Ow!

BETHANY
He's a client.

(pauses)
A married one at that.

They continue to walk down the road.

CUT TO:

INT. HOUSE

Vincent and the boys are sitting on the couch watching COPS. 
The boys are watching the show intently and eating peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches with a side of peas.  They are
already dressed for bed.

VINCENT
(to his boys)

What would you say if I wanted to be
a cop?

JEFF
(mouth full)

Like them?

BEN
But why?

VINCENT
Because lil one.  I could catch the
bad guys.

He pats Jeff on the head as he gets up and goes into the
kitchen.
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He opens up the oven and inside there is a lasagna cooking. 
He looks at it and closes the oven door.  He walks back into
the living room and Jeff and Ben have finished their
sandwiches.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
You guys demolished those!

There is a KNOCK at the door before Vincent can sit down. 
He turns toward the door and smiles.  He turns back toward
his boys.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
Guys there is someone I want you too
meet.

JEFF
(ignoring him)

Daddy, I'm still hungry.

BEN
(immediately)

Me too.

VINCENT
Just stay right here ok?

He walks over to the door and opens it.  SHAWNA (27)  a young
girl with dark brown hair.  She doesn't have the prettiest
face but she has a nice body.  She has a child ADRIAN (5).

He kisses her and rubs Adrian on the head.  He leads her
into the house closing the door behind them.  The door doesn't
close all the way.  They head over to the couch where the
boys have stood up with interest and hunger.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
Shawna this is my oldest son Jeffrey.

She sticks her hand out.

SHAWNA
It's a pleasure to meet you honey!

Jeff just stares at her and then up at her.  Ben, being shy,
hides behind his brother.

JEFF
Your not my mommy.  You're a snort!

He laughs and looks at his dad who tries to hide his smile.

SHAWNA
You must be little Ben.
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He shakes his head yes but still hides behind his brother. 
She puts her hand on her son.

SHAWNA (CONT'D)
This is Adrian!  He is excited to
meet you guys!

ADRIAN
Hi!

Vincent looks up at the clock and realizes what time it is.

VINCET
Damn, alright guys!  Time for bed!

JEFF
But Dad!  I'm still hungry!  I want
to stay up with you!

BEN
Me too!

He looks at Shawna and smiles.

VINCENT
Just give me a second.

(to the boys)
Come on guys lets go to bed.

He starts to lead them upstairs.  They reluctantly start to
head up the stairs followed by their father.  Vincent turns
back to Shawna.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
The food is in the oven and there
are some peas on the stove.

SHAWNA (O.S.)
Great!  We're starving.

He continues to lead them up the stairs.  Jeff starts to get
upset at the mention of food.

JEFF
I'm hungry.  I'm still hungry.

He ignores his cries and continues to lead them up the stairs.

INT. BOYS BEDROOM

Vincent tucks them into bed.  Jeff has started to CRY.

VINCENT
No crying.  It's time for bed.
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JEFF
But I'm not tired!

(stuttering)
And...I'm hungry.

He kisses him on the head and then goes over to an upset Ben
and gives him a kiss on the head.

VINCENT
Goodnight guys.  I'll come back later
to make sure you're asleep.

He leaves the room and closes the door.  Jeff with tears in
his eyes looks at the door.

JEFF
Dad!  It's too dark!  Daddy?!

Vincent continues down the hall concentrated on being with
Shawna.

INT. HOUSE

Vincent comes down the stairs.  The faint cries of his boys
can be heard.  Shawna and Adrian are sitting on the couch
with plates full of lasagna and peas.  She looks up at him.

SHAWNA
Are they going to be ok?

VINCENT
They'll be fine.  They get like this
when they're tired.

(sighs)
How is it?

SHAWNA
It's great!

CUT TO:

EXT. HOUSE

Timothy and Bethany are approaching the house in his car. 
They are talking about random things when She notices a car
in front of their house.  She seizes up and stares at the
vehicle as he stops and parks behind it.

BETHANY
He wouldn't!

Timothy takes the key out of the ignition and looks at her. 
He follows her sight line and is confused.
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TIMOTHY
What's wrong?

She doesn't even acknowledge the question.  She quickly gets
out of the car.  She can hear CRYING coming from upstairs. 
He stays in the vehicle not knowing what to do or what's
happening.  He opens the car door and tries to follow her.

CUT TO:

INT. BOYS BEDROOM

Jeff has gotten out of his bed still crying and wiping the
tears from his eyes.  He is followed by Ben who has started
to cry because his brother is upset.  Jeff opens the door
and starts to walk down the hall crying.

JEFF
Daddy!  Please?!

They get to the edge of the stairs and are standing at the
top of the stairs.

CUT TO:

EXT. HOUSE

Bethany seems as if she is on a mission.  There is a fire in
her eyes.  Timothy has finally caught up as she slams the
door open breaking some of the hinges.

INT. HOUSE

Vincent, Shawna, and Adrian are seated on the couch eating
their lasagna and peas.  The door flies open startling them. 
Vincent turns toward the door and finds himself staring at a
pissed off Bethany.  She enters the house and immediately
points at Vincent.

BETHANY
You!

(beat)
You fucking, son of a bitch!

Timothy stays in the doorway not knowing what to do.  But he
is ready for the worst.  Shawna sits in fear not able to
stand.  Jeff pokes his head down from the stairs rubbing his
eyes.  He see's his mother.  Bethany starts looking for her
boys.

JEFF
Mom...

She see's Jeff and moves her index finger from Vincent too
Jeff.
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BETHANY
Stay up there baby!  Don't move.

Vincent stands up.

VINCENT
I didn't know you...

She interrupts with a ferocity.

BETHANY
Get the fuck out of my house!

She looks at Shawna.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
And, take this bitch with you!

Shawna shaken slowly tries to get up.  She is afraid.

SHAWNA
I'm so...

BETHANY
You're an ugly looking bitch!

She is about to rush her when she looks down at her son. 
She stops herself.

VINCENT
We'll leave...

BETHANY
You're lucky your fucking kid is
here!

Jeff and Ben are now sitting on the steps crying even more.

JEFF
Dad?!

Vincent looks from Bethany to his boys.  He takes a long
look.

BETHANY (O.S.)
I said get the fuck out!

VINCENT
(to the boys)

Guys, I love you very much.  I promise
I'll be here on Easter.

(pauses)
I promise.
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Bethany starts to cry in her rage and Timothy puts his hand
on her shoulder which calms her slightly.  Vincent looks at
Shawna and motions toward the door.  She quickly gets up and
makes sure to stay as far away from Bethany as she can.  She
has her little boy in front of her, acting almost as a shield.

BETHANY
I want those papers signed Vince!

He nods to her not really paying attention.  His attention
is on his boys as he slowly starts to leave the house.  As
he passes by Bethany he looks at Timothy who has a solemn
look on his face.  Timothy is looking up toward the boys. 
Vincent looks up as well.

VINCENT
I promise!  I love you boys!

Jeff stands up, still upset.

JEFF
Dad?!  I'm sorry!  I'll go right to
bed!  I'm not hungry anymore!  I
promise!  I promise!

Vincent stops at the door and begins to cry.

VINCENT
I know buddy.  I know.

(beat)
This isn't your fault ok?  This isn't
your fault.

He takes one last look and exits the house leaving Bethany,
Timothy and a couple of crying boys.  Bethany begins to calm
down.  She looks around the room.  No tears are streaming
down her face.  She looks down at the plates on the table
and see's the lasagna and then she sees the peas.

CUT TO:

INT. FARM HOUSE-MISSOULA, MONTANA-DAY

BETHANY (7) is getting dragged by her arm.  She is fighting
against her Mother.

BARB (O.S.)
The cage outta make you understand! 
I'm the one you listen too in this
house!

She continues to kick and fight her mother.



78.

BETHANY
No!  No, please!  I don't want to go
into the cage!  I'm hungry!

Barb is continuing to drag her across the floor with ease. 
They enter a back room.

BARB
You should have thought of that before
you disobeyed me!

In the back room there is a small rabbit cage with two bunny
rabbits in it.  She gets to the cage and opens it.  The
bunnies hop out of the cage and into the room as if this is
an average part of their day.

BETHANY
Not the cage!  I'll be a good girl! 
I promise Ma!  I promise!

Barb shoves her into the cage and locks the door.  She looks
down at her daughter for a second and then walks away leaving
her there.

BETHANY (O.S.) (CONT'D)
Ma!  I promise!

She knows inside her mother is already gone.  She looks down
and all she see's is round green bunny shit.  She shifts
around and looks out the cage, her hands on the bars.  All
around her are little green balls.

CUT TO:

INT. HOUSE- NIGHT

Bethany stares at the peas and forces herself to look at her
boys.  Jeff has started to calm down but he is tired and
hungry.  Ben follows his brother down the stairs slowly. 
Bethany gives Timothy a look saying "I'm sorry" but she runs
over to her boys.  She kneels down at the bottom of the
stairs.  Jeff goes into her arms.

JEFF
I'm sorry.

Ben finally get to his mother and brother and they embrace
each other.

BETHANY
It's not your fault honey.

He looks up at her.
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JEFF
Daddy's coming back?  He's coming
back right?

She looks into his eyes and see's Todd.  She holds back tears
and looks up toward Timothy who has slowly started to
approach.

BETHANY
He'll be back.  He loves you very
much.

It hurts her to say that.  But she believes it.  Timothy
tries to calm down the situation.

TIMOTHY
Are you still hungry?

Jeff looks up and wipes a tear from his eyes.  He shakes his
head "yes".

TIMOTHY (CONT'D)
Well there seems to be plenty of
lasagna.  Would you like some?

Ben's head perks up.

BEN
Yes.

She stands up and smiles a weakened smile towards him.  The
boys stand up and slowly head to the couch.

TIMOTHY
I think there are also some peas
left.  We...

She shakes her head "no".

TIMOTHY (CONT'D)
No peas!  But there is plenty of
lasagna I bet!

They start to serve themselves lasagna.  Sitting in front of
the television like a happy family.

BETHANY (V.O.)
It was one of the hardest nights of
my life.

(beat)
But we ate the shit out of that
lasagna.

They are sitting on the couch eating lasagna.  Timothy seems
to fit right in.  She looks over at him.
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Dr. Andrews interrupts her.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

They are still seated in the same spots they were.  He fixes
his hair and leans back in the chair.

DR. ANDREWS
Did he come back?

She falsely smiles.

BETHANY
I told him he couldn't come over. 
Fuck him.

(pauses)
I didn't want to see him.

DR. ANDREWS
How long did it take for the divorce
to be finalized?

BETHANY
Fuck, I signed the papers and it was
done.

(pauses)
Was it them or was it me?

DR. ANDREWS
(beat)

How long had you been dating Tim
for?

She thinks for a second.

BETHANY
Seven months?  I think that's right.

She sighs.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
My boys liked him.  They asked if
they could call him dad.

(pauses)
They loved him.

He stares at her.

DR. ANDREWS
Did you love him?

She shrugs her shoulders.
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BETHANY
What's the definition of love?  I
mean really what does it mean to
love?  I've never felt it.

(pauses)
I've been literally and figuratively
fucked!

(beat)
I married him.

He is about to ask something and she stops him.  She begins
to pull out another cigarette.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
I wanted to marry him.  I had boys
to think of.

(pauses)
It was no longer about me.  I wanted
someone...

(pauses)
Who could always be there for them
when I couldn't and Vince had every
other week.

She has started smoking in the room and he doesn't mind.  He
continues to ask her questions, looking up at the clock
occasionally for the time.

DR. ANDREWS
So how was the wedding?

She shrugs.

BETHANY
It's all a blur.

(pauses)
I started working more hours.  I
wanted to give my boys everything I
never did.

(beat)
I wasn't the same person at all.  I
could feel it.

(pauses)
I tried to love him.

(pauses)
But, I couldn't give up my job.  I
had earned it and worked hard.

DR. ANDREWS (O.S.)
I can relate.

(pauses)
What happened after the wedding then?

She laughs, taking in another drag, letting the smoke go.
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BETHANY
Time flies by so fucking fast!  We
moved to his farm house in the
country.

(beat)
I still had my clients at the gym.

(beat)
Little boys aren't little forever. 
Before you know it they grow up and
everything just passes by.

(pauses)
The birthdays, holidays...

She looks at him.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
What's your favorite movie about
Christmas?  Ours is The Grinch, the
newer one.

DR. ANDREWS
I don't know.

She doesn't really pay attention to him.

BETHANY
We know that movie by heart.

She smiles.

CUT TO:

EXT. FARM HOUSE-IOWA- FLASHBACK - DAY

The house is an old green house almost 100 years old.  Jeff
and Ben are playing outside with Timothy.  They are having a
blast running around on the 10 acres of land.  Timothy is
laughing and having fun.  He runs over to a squirt gun and
begins to blast the kids with water.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Do you have a family?

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
A couple kids but I'd like you to
continue.

The green house starts to look older and fade.  The time
seems to quicken.  Kids playing outside.  A construction
crew can be seen and quickly a house is built next to their
old green house.  A basketball hoop pops up in the driveway
and someone is playing on it.  A bulldozer takes out the old
green house and the dirt mound is quickly covered by grass.
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The seasons change quickly.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Well, things change.  I wish they
kept their chubby little cheeks
forever!  But, they grow up.

(beat)
I wish I would have spent more time.

JEFF (15) steps out of the house.  He is stocky and slim. 
He is carrying a basketball in his hands.  He looks up at
the basketball hoop and takes a shot.  BEN (13) comes out of
the house.  He is heavy set.  He doesn't like sports but he
plays because his brother forces him to.  He goes after the
rebound looking awkward still in his developmental stage. 
He is getting used to his body.  Jeff has a tan but is
obviously white, while his brother is an obvious mix and on
the darker side.

JEFF
Dad!  Let's go.  Today is the day!

TIMOTHY (39) comes walking out of the house with old school
high tops on, high shorts, and an old jersey.  His glasses
are held on by a single strap.  He walks over to a radio and
puts in a cd and begins to play it.  I Was Made for Loving
You by KISS starts to play.  Jeff turns and looks at his
step dad and he starts laughing uncontrollably.  Ben hearing
his brother turns around and looks at his step dad and laughs.

BEN
What in the world are you wearing?

JEFF
Those shorts are too much!

Timothy calls for the ball and Ben passes it to him.  He
catches it and drains a three point shot.

TIMOTHY
These shorts and your brother are
going to shut you out.  Just call me
Larry.

(pauses)
Larry Bird.

Jeff shakes his head and motions toward the stereo.

JEFF
At least play some good music.

(to Ben)
Where's the CD Dad gave us?

BEN
Coming right up.
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Ben walks over to the stereo and stops the music.  He takes
out the CD and puts in a new one marked "West Coast".  The
first song comes on; California Love by 2Pac.

Jeff is holding the ball in his hands now.  He starts to
mouth the words and shoots the ball.  Timothy walks to the
end of the pavement smiling.

TIMOTHY
Your music, our ball.

Jeff turns around and hands the ball to his step dad.  He
gets into a defensive stance and they begin to play.  The
continue to play for some time.  BETHANY (35) drives up the
long gravel driveway and sees her boys and husband sitting
on the porch drinking water.  Fuck the Police by N.W.A is
now playing on the stereo and Ben is dancing and acting a
fool.  She parks the car and gets out of the vehicle.  She
is wearing her work clothes and she hears the music that's
being played and shakes her head.

She is older, wiser, and less vulnerable then before.  She
has been hardened through her experiences.

BETHANY
I wonder.  Your father let's you
listen to this at his place?

BEN
Hell, he plays it from his squad
car.

JEFF
He blasts it.

(to his brother)
Iowa probably never even seen a black
cop!

BEN
Bro?  They haven't seen a black
person.

They laugh and are singing every word to the song except for
the swear words.  They edit those out do to their mother
being present.  Timothy walks over toward her and kisses her
on the cheek.  She looks him up and down and laughs.

BETHANY
What in the fuck are you wearing?

BEN AND JEFF
That's what we said!

Ben looks at his mother and gives her a look.
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BEN
So, you get to swear but we...

She is about to say something but is interrupted by Jeff who
imitates her.

JEFF
Do as I say, not as I do!

(pauses)
We'll never win.

BETHANY
(silly)

That's exactly right!  Now get in
the house and take a shower.  It's
time for some family time!

(pauses)

BETHANY (CONT'D)
I feel like I hardly see you anymore.

Ben and Timothy follow her into the house.  He puts his arm
around his step son who is almost as tall as him.  Jeff shoots
the ball once more and sinks a three pointer.

TIMOTHY (O.S.)
We'll get him next time.

Jeff gets the ball and runs after them.

JEFF
Why don't you just tell that rich
client of yours to pay you some extra
money?!  He can afford it!

He shuts the door behind him.

CUT TO:

INT. FARM HOUSE - NIGHT

They are all seated downstairs in the basement watching a
movie.  They are all sharing popcorn and enjoying themselves. 
Disney Scene It is on the floor in front of the couch. 
Bethany and Ben are side by side snuggling while Jeff and
Timothy have their own seats.

CUT TO:

INT. BEN'S BEDROOM

Ben is in bed and his room is covered with different kind of
gaming posters.  She tucks him into bed and sits on the edge.
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BETHANY
So how was your weekend with your
father?

BEN
Good.

(pauses)
She's doing good too.

She cringes a little bit and smiles at him.

BETHANY
He will probably cheat on her to.

He gives her a look.

BEN
That was a while ago ma.

(beat)
I don't think Jeff likes being your
message boy.

(pauses)
You should talk to him.

She shakes her head.

BETHANY
(silly)

Nope, I'm good.
(matter of fact)

I only talk to him when I need too. 
You know that.

She kisses him on the head and stands up.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Goodnight!  I love you.

She walks out of the door and turns out the light.  She shuts
the door.

CUT TO

INT. HALLWAY

BEN (O.S.)
Love you!

He walks down the hall and downstairs.

INT. BASEMENT

She heads downstairs and walks past the entertainment room
and toward the back of the basement toward Jeff's room.  He
is listening to music and watching television.
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The screen seems to be a little fuzzy.

BETHANY
Hey honey!  Whatcha doing?

He motions toward the TV.

JEFF
I was going to watch a movie before
bed but the TV is acting up.

She looks at it and shrugs.

BETHANY
I just run a gym.  Your father is
the one you should go too.  He's the
one into electronic's.

She sits on the bed and he turns off the television.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
So how was your weekend with your
father that can do no wrong?

She laughs.

JEFF
(stern)

Mom, everyone messes up.  From what
it sounds like you both had something
to do with the divorce.

She is slightly hurt by the comment.

BETHANY
Oh really?  What has he told you?

JEFF
Ask him.  I don't understand why you
don't just talk it out.

BETHANY
(slowly)

There is a lot that you don't
understand.  Some day when you are
older, you'll figure it out.

JEFF
You know I'm not 10 anymore?  Right?

BETHANY
You will always be my little boy.

He tries not to look at her.  When she cries it hurts him
but also makes him feel awkward.
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BETHANY (CONT'D)
When I first held you...

(pauses)
Your little 8 pound 10 ounce frame.

(pauses)
You were my world.  You still are.

He looks up at her and forces a smile.

JEFF
I know Ma.

He starts to get under the covers taking off his CD player. 
He sets it on his nightstand and looks at his mother.  She
puts her hand on his cheek and rubs his nose.  She starts to
sing his song.

BETHANY
Oh, tiny turned up nose.  Two cheeks
just like a...

JEFF
Mom!  Stop!  I'm not a kid anymore.

She stops.  Tears begin to swell up again as she tries to
hold them back.

BETHANY
Your too old for your song?

(silly)
No, I refuse to believe it.  You
will let me sing you the song or
suffer the consequences.

He doesn't want her to sing the song but he knows his mother
and he doesn't want to see her cry.

JEFF
Fine.

Excitedly she wipes a tear from her eye and bounces up and
down on the bed.  She doesn't put her hand on his nose but
she does finish the song and it slowly puts Jeff to sleep.

BETHANY
No one will ever know how much his
coming has meant.  Because I love
him so, he must be heaven sent.

He has fallen asleep.  It's like clock work.  She stares at
him and brushes his hair to the side.
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BETHANY (CONT'D)
(spoken)

You mean the world to me.  When you
sat upon my knee.  But, no one will
ever be...This little boy of mine.

She wipes a tear from her eye and kisses him on the forehead.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
I love you.

She stands up and walks out of the room, turning off the
light and closing the door.  She walks back into the
entertainment room and sits down at a desk with a computer
in the corner.  She turns the modem on and waits patiently.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
He told me recently that he let me
sing to him because he knew I needed
it.  But, don't let him fool you. 
He knows those words by heart and I
know when he has kids they will
receive the very same song.

She starts scanning through her paper work and looking over
different forms and renewals.  Mr. Flores name is on some of
the paper work that she is going over.  Suddenly she stops
and clicks through the history on the computer.  Porn sites
pop up and she's not even shocked to find them.  She just
clears the history on the computer and continues to go back
to work.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
Who was watching the pornography?

BETHANY (V.O.)
I asked my boys if they had been on
the computer looking at things they
shouldn't be.  They said they hadn't
so I figured it to be Tim.

She continues to work on the computer and then gets an e-
mail from Mr. Flores.  The e-mail asks if he can move his
workouts to an earlier time.  There are other e-mails from
other clients.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
Did he know you knew?

BETHANY (V.O.)
He didn't know, and for a technical
nerd you would figure he would know
how to clear a history.

(MORE)
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BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
(pauses)

Porn is cheating!  But I wasn't upset
when I first found out.

(pauses)
There was always something about Tim
that I couldn't understand.

(beat)
He never touched me anymore.  I felt
hollow.

(beat)
I did tell Vince, and he said he
would have the talk with the boys. 
I can only imagine what he told them.

CUT TO:

INT. VINCE'S CAR - DAY

VINCENT (36) is driving his car with Ben in the back seat
and Jeff in the front.  They are driving along and listening
to Colors by Ice-T. He turns down the stereo and looks at
his boys.

VINCENT
You guys know about sex?

JEFF
Yep.

BEN
Dad, no!  Don't do it!  Ma, put you
up too this didn't she?

VINCENT
Just listen up.  I'm gonna make this
quick.  Be smart and use condoms.

The boys just nod their heads.  Smiles appearing on both of
their faces.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
Cause you don't want too wake up one
day with fucking gona-herpa-sypha-
crabs cause you didn't prepare the
soldier for war.

They share a laugh.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
Alright, well that's over.  Let's
play some music to drowned out the
awkwardness.



91.

He smiles at them and turns up the radio again and this time
Terminator X by Public Enemy is on the stereo.  Boys start
yelling.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
This is our SHIT!

CUT TO:

INT. FARM HOUSE- KITCHEN - MORNING

Jeff is sitting down listening to Terminator X on his
headphones and eating fruity pebbles.  Timothy is at the
kitchen table as well and is dressed in his work clothes. 
Ben comes walking through the door looking tired.  He sits
down, Jeff without looking up slides the fruity pebbles over
too him.  Jeff gets up and grabs a bowl, spoon, and milk
from the fridge and sets them in front of his brother. 
Bethany stops at the kitchen entrance and looks at her boys. 
She sees Timothy and gives him a false smile.  She is also
wearing her work clothes.

BETHANY
Jeff...

Realizing he can't hear her she walks over and pulls one of
his ear phones out.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Jeff, when is your confirmation date
again.

JEFF
Next weekend.

(pauses)
Damn!

BETHANY
Watch it.

He fixes his headphones.

JEFF
Yes, mom.

She reaches for the fruity pebbles and it's light.  She shakes
it.  There is nothing left.  She looks at Jeff who points at
Ben.  Ben takes the spoon from his mouth and grins.

BETHANY
I'll just grab something at work.

Timothy looks up from his magazine.
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TIMOTHY
How long are you going to be gone
today?

BETHANY
I'll be late again.

He looks at the boys really only speaking to Ben.

TIMOTHY
More tater-tot hotdish for us then.

Ben nods at him.  Bethany looks up at the time and gives her
boys a kiss on the cheek.

BETHANY
I'll see you later boys.  Be good.

(pauses)
Timothy remember to send out the
invitations for Jeff's confirmation.

He continues to read his magazine.

TIMOTHY
You got it.

He looks up and smiles.  She heads out of the kitchen and
out the front door.

EXT.FARM HOUSE

Bethany walks out to her car and gets into the vehicle.  She
starts the engine.

BETHANY (V.O.)
I want to say it continued like that. 
Tim being oblivious.

(pauses)
The boys just going through the
motions.

(beat)
But, not even mediocre things last. 
At least, not in my fucking world.

DR. ANDREWS
What happened?

BETHANY (V.O.)
It all started after a beautiful
confirmation service.

CUT TO:



93.

INT. FARM HOUSE- LIVING ROOM - DAY

Jeff enters the house wearing a white shirt and tie.  He is
carrying a bible and a basket full of envelopes.  He is
laughing and followed by Ben who is dressed up as well. 
They are wearing the same outfit.  Timothy enters the house
followed by Vincent and MADDIE (37).  She wears glasses and
is a very intelligent individual.  She is black and proud to
be married to Vincent and have two wonderful boys. 

There is always tension between Bethany and her.  But, on
this day everything seems fine and civil.  Jeff walks over
to the window and places his belongings down.

JEFF
Bro, get over here.  You gotta help
me open these things.

Ben walks over and their mom follows and whispers something
to Jeff.

BETHANY
You know it's killing me to have her
in my house.  But, you already know
this. 

(beat)
Why do I even talk to you?

She starts to turn around.

JEFF
Love ya Ma.

Jeff continues to opens letters.  He is helped out by his
brother.  Vincent looks around the house and sits down on a
nearby couch.  Maddie sits next to him and holds his hand. 
They are both looking at the boys  but, Bethany is looking
directly at the both of them.

VINCENT
Open the rectangular one.  It's from
Maddie and I.

Bethany becomes interested.

BETHANY
(to Vince)

I thought you were going to let me
know when you decided on something,
Vince.

VINCENT
Don't worry it's something small.
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Jeff begins to unwrap the box and finds a jewelry box.  He
looks toward his father and is stunned.  Bethany's anger
starts to grow.  She looks down at her gift on a nearby table. 

There is a brief flash of her dinner table as a child.  Every
seat is taken except for one.  No one talks to her.  She is
back in the present and looking around the room as Timothy
is even excited about the box.

Jeff opens it and looks inside and pulls out a cross necklace
and gold chain.

JEFF
Wow.

(pauses)
This is like, too much dad.

VINCENT
Don't even worry bout it.  Maddie,
got a discount.

MADDIE
Sometimes it's nice to work for Kay's.

(looks at Bethany)
If you ever need anything, you know
any kind of jewelry, just let me
know.

Bethany's right hand begins to tremble as it lays on the
gift.  She falsifies a smile and nods at her.  Maddie turns
away from her and back towards Jeff.

MADDIE (O.S.) (CONT'D)
Try it on.

She is looking around the room.  Everyone's eyes are looking
towards Jeff and Ben.  She grabs her gift in a trembling
hand and  raises it to her chest. 

She closes her eyes.

CUT TO:

INT. FARM HOUSE- FLASHBACK- DAY

BARB (48) is standing over her daughter.  BETHANY (12) has
cuts on her hands and a bruise on her face.  She looks at
her mom and then looks at the door in front of her.

BARB
I don't think you understand!  You
will not eat a single scrap until
you can admit...

(pauses)
You should have never been born.
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She opens up the door and a single light is on, lighting up
one corner of the garage.  She leans over and whispers in
her ear.

BARB (CONT'D)
So, I will treat you like you were
never born.

(beat)
They won't even act like you exist.

She stands upright.

BARB (CONT'D)
Maybe...

(pauses)
Maybe then you will break.

Bethany continue to looks forward and walks into the garage
and the door shuts.

CUT TO:

INT.FARM HOUSE-LIVING ROOM - CONFIRMATION DAY- DAY

BEN (O.S.)
(faint)

Mom...

Bethany opens her eyes and looks over at Ben about to say
something.  The gift is still in her chest and she lowers it
to find that Ben wasn't talking to her.  He was talking to
Maddie.  She immediately finds herself in a controlled rage. 
Everyone is smiling and seem to be having a good time.

BETHANY
Excuse me?!

They turn and look at her.  The boys know what that look
means.  Ben tries to retract the statement but is interrupted
by Vincent.

VINCENT
He didn't mean anything by it.

She stands up, setting her gift on the table.  She tries to
control herself.  She does a pretty good job of not exploding
but she talks directly too Maddie.

BETHANY
I'm sorry but you have to leave.

Jeff unsure of what to do, looks up toward his mother.

JEFF
Mom?
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She holds out her hand to him and he stops and just watches.

BEN
(startled)

I'm sorry Ma.

TIMOTHY (O.S.)
Beth, please.

She takes a deep breathe in and Maddie knows she should leave.

BETHANY
Please...Leave my house.

(pauses)
Now.

Maddie nods her head and gets up.  Vincent tries to sit her
back down but Maddie fires him a look.

MADDIE
No.

(to Bethany)
I understand.

(to Vincent)
I'll wait in the car.

She walks toward the front door, all eyes on her.  She opens
it and it closes behind her.  Bethany is frozen in place. 
The anger is diminishing for a moment until Vincent speaks
up.

VINCENT
No.

(pauses)
No!

He stands up angry and upset.  He points toward the door.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
That woman there!  She loves our
children!

JEFF
Dad, don't...

VINCENT
Jeff.

He motions toward Timothy.

VINCENT (CONT'D)
So, our kids can call him dad but
they call her mom and you kick her
out of the fucking house!

(MORE)
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VINCENT (CONT'D)
(sarcastic)

You're such a great fucking role
model.

He head tilts slightly and her fist clenches.  She starts to
speak to him slowly and it builds.

BETHANY
I'm their mother.

(pauses)
I'm their only mother.

(beat)
And this is MY house!

She also motions toward Timothy.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Guess who was there when you left
these boys!?

Vincent looks at her, anger in his eyes.  He is breathing
heavier.  She points at him.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Oh!  You want to point fingers.  You
cheated on me!  You chose to leave
these boys!

He can't hold it back any longer.

VINCENT
Fuck you!  I love these boys!  And
she deserves more respect than that!

BETHANY
Fuck you.

VINCENT
You know she deserves more!

Timothy stands up slowly looking at the boys who are stuck. 
They want to say something to stand up for their father but
the words aren't coming.  She boils over and screams.

BETHANY
JUST LEAVE!  GO!  THAT'S WHAT YOU'RE
GOOD AT! 

Vincent looks at his boys and once again sees them as young
kids looking back at him.
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VINCENT
(to Bethany)

Fine.
(to the boys)

I'll be here next weekend to pick
you up.

He takes one last look at Bethany who is heated.  He passes
by her and Bethany's first reaction is to hit him.  She
punches him in the face.  He takes it but Ben jumps up before
Jeff can.

BEN
Mom!  What the fuck is your problem!

She turns toward her son.

BETHANY
Don't you raise your voice to me! 
I'm the one that gave birth to you! 
Not that, that, woman out there!

He speaks without thinking.

BEN
She's more of a mother to me than
you are!

It hits her like a punch to the stomach.  She reacts the
only way she knows how.  She shuts down her emotions and
turns back toward Vincent and hits him again.

BETHANY
You did this!  You turned my boy
against me!

Jeff falls back into the depths of the scene.  He has seized
up.  She continues to hit him but Vincent doesn't fight back. 
Ben is about to intervene when Timothy steps in instead.  He
doesn't hold back and takes a hold of her arms and throws
her to the ground.  She gets up and continues to fight him. 
As she yells, spit flies from her mouth.  Vincent tries to
stop Timothy but is getting hit by her in the process.  Ben
jumps in and is trying to hold her back.  She ends up hitting
Ben, throwing him to the ground.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
Something came over me.

(pauses)
I was slowly becoming my mother. 
The person I hated the most in this
world.  I had turned into someone I
didn't know, and in that moment, I
couldn't control it.
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They pull her off of them and they fall to the ground.

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:

INT.OFFICE-PRESENT

BETHANY (39) is sitting on a couch looking in the direction
of Dr. Andrews.  She has tears in her eyes.  She starts to
shake.

BETHANY
He left me because of what I became. 
It was all my fault.

Dr. Andrews looks at her. She grabs a tissue from the box
and wipes her eyes.

DR. ANDREWS
Who left you Beth?

She looks at him and she takes a deep breath in.

BETHANY
Ben.  He went to live with Vince
after the divorce.

DR. ANDREWS
And Jeff?

She smiles a tired smile.  Tears swelling up again.

BETHANY
He stayed with me.  He stayed after
we moved.

(beat)
He's a good boy.  A great man.  But,
now he is gone.

DR. ANDREWS
Gone?

She forces a laugh.

BETHANY
He's not dead.  He went off to
college.

(beat)
But, I still see Ben.  I love him
and I know he loves me.  My boys
mean everything to me.
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DR. ANDREWS
If you don't mind, I'd like to know
how your relationship is...

(beat)
Now, with your parents.

CUT TO:

INT. APARTMENT- MASON CITY, IOWA - FLASHBACK- DAY

BETHANY (38) is sitting with JEFF (18) on the couch and they
are watching SWEET HOME ALABAMA.  Her phone starts to ring. 
She looks down at the caller id and it reads "Barb".  She
let's it ring again.  Jeff looks at her.

JEFF
Are you going to take that?  I can
pause the movie.  I think we have it
memorized by now.

She smiles at him and picks up the phone.  Her hand begins
to tremble and she almost drops the phone.

BETHANY (V.O.)
The first phone call in years and
that, that woman.  Calls to tell me
that my father is in the hospital.

(beat)
I flew out to see him.

CUT TO:

INT. HOSPITAL- MISSOULA, MONTANA - DAY

Bethany is at the front desk talking to a nurse.  The nurse
points down the hall.  She turns and begins to walk down the
hall seeing BARB (70).  She is upset but held together.  She
points to a nearby room.  Bethany walks into the room and
see's her father hooked up to a machine.

BETHANY (V.O.)
I had no idea he was dying.  No one
told me he was even in critical
condition.

(pauses)
He looked so weak.

(beat)
He was such a strong man.

Barb comes into the room.  Tears are coming down her eyes. 
Viktor holds up his hand very slowly reaching out for her. 
She begins to walk over to him.  Every emotion in the world
going through her.  She gently grabs his hand and kneels
down beside her father.
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BETHANY (CONT'D)
Hey Pa.

(pauses)
How are you?

He smiles a weak smile.  Hoses are coming from his nose.  He
talks to her but in a whisper as every breathe and word is
hard to utter.

VIKTOR
Lil Beth.  I'm...

(pauses)
Fine.

Barb enters the room.  She has finally shown some emotion
but she stands toward the back.  Bethany is only focused on
Viktor, who is struggling to say something.

VIKTOR (CONT'D)
I'm...so.

(coughs)
Sorry.

BETHANY
Oh, don't be sorry Pa.

(beat)
Don't be sorry.

Tears start streaming down his face.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
No,no,no,no,no.

VIKTOR
You...

(pauses)
Were so strong.  You're very strong.

(reminiscing, tears)
You protected them.

(softly)
Since the...beginning.

Bethany doesn't wipe the tears from her eyes but she wipes
his away.  She stares into his eyes and looks back at her
mother who for the first time has broken down.  She looks
back at her father.

VIKTOR (CONT'D)
(beat)

We've always loved you.

BETHANY
I love you pa.

He stares at her for awhile.
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VIKTOR
(beat)

You will always be my lil Beth.

He lets out his final breath and closes his eyes.  The monitor
flat lines and everything goes silent.  Bethany begins to
cry and look at her father.  She squeezes his hand and he is
un responsive.  With tears in her eyes she looks back at her
mother as she runs over.  Barb hugs her husband crying.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

Bethany seems distant with a chip on her shoulder.  She has
turned from Dr. Andrews and is staring out the window.

DR. ANDREWS
I'm sorry about your father.  Did
you tell your son?

She hears it and tears start to come down her face.

BETHANY
Jeff forgot something at the house.

(beat)
He found me.

CUT TO:

INT. APARTMENT- FLASHBACK- NIGHT

Bethany is on the phone she seems upset and hangs up.  She
throws the phone and sits down on her couch, staring through
the darkness.  She looks at a picture of her boys and her
father together.  She rubs the glass over her sons nose and
smiles a tear coming down her face.  She starts thinking of
all the people that hurt her.

BARB (V.O.)
Say it!  You never should have been
born!

She drops the picture.

TODD (V.O.)
Do I have to pay child support?

VINCENT (V.O.)
I will love you and only you.

BARB (V.O.)
Say it!

She runs too the bathroom.
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INT. BATHROOM

She looks at herself in the mirror, tears rolling down her
face.  She suddenly sees her mother's image instead of her
own.  She punches the cabinet sending glass everywhere and
cutting her hand.  The door props open and a pill bottle is
staring at her.  She stares at it for a second.  She grabs
the bottle and opens it.  She puts three in her hand and
takes them with the faucet water.

She stops.  She looks at the pill bottle.  She pours 10 pills
into her hand and she takes them.  She takes a couple more
and throws the bottle, pills spilling out.  She shuts the
door and looks at herself in the broken glass.

INT. APARTMENT

She is sitting on the couch looking at the picture once more. 
She kisses the picture and trembles.  She is crying violently. 
She lays her head back on the couch, looking at the picture. 
Her eyes are beginning to close.

BETHANY
I love you.  I love you so much!

Jeff enters the apartment using his key.  He walks into the
living room seeing his mother.  She hears him but cannot
move.

JEFF
(muffled)

Mom.  Mom!

He looks at her hands.  He runs into the bathroom.

JEFF (O.S.) (CONT'D)
Jesus!  Mom.  Mom!

Her eyes close.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

She is looking at Dr. Andrews with tears in her eyes.

BETHANY
He got me to the hospital.  He didn't
know what to say.

(pauses)
Who would?

(beat)
In that moment I felt like shit.  I
had let my boys down.

(MORE)
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BETHANY (CONT'D)
(beat)

But, even after all of that who know
what he finally said?  My boy.

He shakes his head.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
He said he loved me!

(beat)
He still loved me.

(beat)
He loved me.  I knew sitting in that
hospital that I had to talk to my
mother despite all the things she
had done.

He looks at her inquisitively.

DR. ANDREWS
Do you remember anything else?

CUT TO:

INT. FARM HOUSE- FLASHBACK - DAY

Everyone has begun to leave the table leaving BETHANY (12)
sitting alone.  Barb (46) is talking to her husband.  The
other kids are pushing in their chairs and cleaning off the
table.  Bethany takes a deep breath in.  She gets up from
the table and walks over to her mother.  Barb continues to
look past her.  She whispers something to her mother.

BETHANY
I should have never been born.

Barb stops talking to her husband and looks down at her
daughter.

BARB
What was that?

(pauses)
I couldn't hear you.

Bethany looks up at her mother a single tear coming down her
face but she stands strong.  She says it louder.

BETHANY
I should have never been born.

She holds her head up and looks at her mother.  She get's
slapped in the face.  She nods and begins to head toward the
kitchen leaving her daughter standing in the same place,
holding her cheek.
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BARB (O.S.)
(no emotion)

There are still some scraps left. 
You better hurry.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

Bethany looks at Dr. Andrews without emotion.

BETHANY
I can't remember.

She looks up at the clock and then back too him.  Dr. Andrews
looks at her with a smile and some excitement.

DR. ANDREWS
Well...

(pauses)
Good!  I'm glad you have decided to
talk to her.

He writes something down and looks back toward her, catching
a glimpse of the clock.

DR. ANDREWS (CONT'D)
I would like to ask you one more
question, if you don't mind.

BETHANY
Go ahead.

DR. ANDREWS
Are you still employed at the Gym?

BETHANY
No.

(pauses)
I quit last week.

DR. ANDREWS
You quit?  Why?

BETHANY
One of my clients.

CUT TO:

INT. APARTMENT-MASON CITY, IOWA - FLASHBACK- NIGHT

Bethany is seated at her desk surrounded by paper work.  She
is working diligently when she get's an E-mail.  It's from
"Mr. Flores".  She open's it and begins to read it to herself. 
It reads: "I just heard that you got a divorce.
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I'm sorry to hear that.  I was wondering if you would like
to meet up and discuss something I've been meaning to ask
you for some time.  Sincerely, Donald Flores." 

She closes the E-mail as another pops up from Mr. Flores. 
She opens it. 

It reads: "Seven thirty at Perkins."

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
He wanted to meet up with you?  Did
you know why?

BETHANY (V.O.)
I had no idea. I'd known him for so
long, so I didn't think anything of
it.

CUT TO:

INT. PERKINS

Mr. FLORES (49) is sitting at a table by himself looking at
a menu.  Bethany comes walking up to the table as he looks
up at her and smiles.  He stands up and they embrace.

MR. FLORES
Hey!  I didn't know if you got my e-
mail.

She sits down and smiles at him.

BETHANY
Well, here I am.

(beat)
You said you wanted to talk about
something?

She glances down at the menu and then back towards him.  He
smiles and he is playing with his wedding ring.  He seems
confident.

MR. FLORES
Can you believe we've known each
other for 15 years?

(beat)
That's a long time.

She laughs.

BETHANY
It been a while.
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MR. FLORES
I heard about the divorce.  You hid
it well.

She looks at him not knowing what to say.

MR. FLORES (CONT'D)
I was going to talk to you a couple
weeks ago about it but you didn't
come into work.

Slightly uncomfortable.

BETHANY
I've just been busy.  My father passed
away and my son just left for college.

He reaches out his hand to grab hers.

MR. FLORES
I'm sorry to hear that.  Will you be
coming back to the gym?

She takes her hand from his.

BETHANY
I've got too pay for his college
somehow right?

He smiles.

MR. FLORES
That's what I wanted to talk to you
about.  I've known you for quite
some time.

(beat)
When I first met you, I thought you
were the prettiest thing I'd ever
seen.

She stays silent, not knowing where he is going with this.

MR. FLORES (CONT'D)
(beat)

I'd like you to be one of my girls.

She seems taken back and looks around the restaurant.  People
are eating with their families and having a nice dinner. 
She looks at him.

BETHANY
Girls?

He looks at her and sighs.



108.

MR. FLORES
My wife is a great person.  I love
her, you know that.  But we've grown
distant.

(beat)
It's hard to explain but I've been
paying girls for their...

(beat)
Company.

Bethany starts to understand what he is saying and is taken
back at first.  She slowly becomes disgusted.

BETHANY
So you're cheating on your wife?

He looks around the room, embarrassed.

MR. FLORES
Please, keep this between us.  No
one needs to know.  You would get
paid more than the other girls.

She tilts her head keeping her voice to a whisper.

BETHANY
So let me get this straight.  Because
you have the money.  You pay woman
to sleep with you?  Am I understanding
this right?

MR. FLORES
For their company.

She looks at him, seeing a different person in front of her. 
She leans her head closer to him.

BETHANY
How much are you paying them?

MR. FLORES
You would get 5 a month.

(beat)
I have the money.

(beat)
You could pay for your son's college. 
You could keep your job and start
over.

BETHANY
Five thousand dollars!?

MR. FLORES
I know it seems wrong but,

(MORE)
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MR. FLORES (CONT'D)
(beat)

All of the girls are discreet and I
will even pay you the money up front,
if that's what you would like.

He reaches down and slides her an envelope.  She doesn't
know what to say.  She looks inside of the envelope and there
seems to be $20,000 dollars in the envelope.  She closes it
and sets it on the table.

BETHANY
Jesus.

She looks at him and for some reason she is thinking about
the offer.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
One minute they will tell you they
are in love with you.  They will
promise to love you and only you and
we believe them.

Bethany looks up at Mr. Flores.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
Once a cheat always a cheat.

(beat)
It disgusts me.  Your kind disgust
me.  Men in general always think
with their dick instead of their
heart.  Some of you need to be taught
a lesson.

Mr. Flores looks at her and finally speaks.

MR. FLORES
So?

She looks up at the envelope and puts it in her purse.  She
looks back up at him and smiles.

MR. FLORES (CONT'D)
I was worried you would say, no.

He leans back in the booth and picks up his drink and takes
a sip.  He hand has clenched underneath the table.  She stares
at him with a false smile that slowly fades.

BETHANY
You were worried?  Well you should
have been worried about your family. 
You should have loved your wife like
you promised.  Instead you decided
to use your money to buy woman.
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His smiles disappears.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
(whispering)

Let's get one thing straight.  I'm
NOT some whore you can pay to sleep
with you.  Men like you, have ruined
my kids childhood.

(pauses)
Men like you have caused me pain and
suffering.

(beat)
And, the one man that I respected
above anything...

He looks at her.  Fear settling in his eyes.

MR. FLORES
I'm sorry.

(beat)
I will take back the money and you
never have to see me again.

He reaches his hand out for the envelope.

BETHANY (V.O.)
To be honest, I've seen a lot in my
lifetime.  But, I will never let a
man dictate my life.  Never again. 
Sometimes you just take so much shit
that you snap.

DR. ANDREWS (V.O.)
Did you snap?

BETHANY (V.O.)
I have.

She looks at his outreached hand.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
I don't think so.  Your money won't
buy you out of this.  I'm going to
keep this money.

His hand starts to tremble as he looks at her with fear.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
In fact, you are going to pay me
even more money to stay silent.

MR. FLORES
What?
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BETHANY
You are going to give me another 30.

(beat)
I won't tell your wife, Jennifer
Flores.  I wont tell your three
beautiful children.

(beat)
But, you will learn from your
mistakes.

MR. FLORES
Fifty thousand dollars?  But I can't!

BETHANY
But you will.  Or else...

He looks at her about to say something and then lowers his
head.  Tears start to come down his face.  She grabs her
purse and stands up looking down at him.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Do we understand each other?

He nods his head.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Good.

She turns and walks away from the table feeling empowered.

CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE-PRESENT

Bethany is looking at Dr. Andrews.  He writes something down.

DR. ANDREWS
Is that why you've decided to come
here?  Because you feel like you are
becoming your mother?

She laughs and he is slightly taken back.

BETHANY
I didn't come here to get cured...

(pauses)
Doctor.

She stands up.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
I think our two hours are up?

He looks at the clock and nods.
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DR. ANDREWS
I guess they are.

He closes his booklet and stands up.

DR. ANDREWS (CONT'D)
I think we had a great session and I
would like to meet with you next
week at the same time to dive a little
deeper.

(pauses)
Are you free?

She smiles at him.

BETHANY
I don't think next week will work.

He is about to suggest another date and she stops him.  She
is confident.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Dr. Andrews, I'm not going to be
coming back.

(pauses)
You gave me exactly what I needed.

She takes a deep breath in.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
I finally was able to get it all
out.  It may have not been every
fucking detail but...

(beat)
It's good enough for me.

He looks at her trying to understand.  He finally holds out
his hand and she shakes it.

DR. ANDREWS
Well, it's been an honor to listen
to your story.  I hope we see each
other again.

She lets go of his hand.

BETHANY
I doubt it.

She begins to walk out of the office.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Tell your wife "hi" for me.
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She walks out of the room leaving him alone.  He stares at
the door for a minute and slowly takes his wedding ring out
of his pants and puts it back on his finger and stares at
it.

CUT TO:

INT. APARTMENT- CONTINUOUS

Bethany walks back into her house and closes the door.  She
has mail in her hands and she sets it on a nearby desk. 
Some of her things are packed up around the apartment.  She
walks over to a desk and takes out a piece of paper and a
pen and begins to write.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Dear Mrs. Flores.  I'm sorry to inform
you that your husband is cheating on
you.

(beat)
Ask him if you don't believe me but,
I believe that you deserve better...

She finishes the letter and seals it in an envelope and marks
it for post.  She looks at the envelope and slowly reaches
over for another piece of paper.  She writes it out, tears
coming down her eyes.  She stops and thinks and then continues
to write. On the front of the envelope it reads: "Jeff
Thomas".  His college address included.  She looks over at
the mail and sees a letter from Mr. Flores.  She looks inside
and there is cash.  She takes it out and places it in her
sons envelope.  She seals it, tears strolling down her face. 
She stands up and picks up both of the envelopes and takes a
final look at her apartment.

CUT TO:

EXT. POST OFFICE

Bethany places the letters into the mail box pausing before
each one.  She looks at the mail box and walks back to her
car which is filled with her things.  Whatever she could
fit.  She gets into the car and begins to drive away.

INT. CAR

Bethany is looking out the window.  She see's the beautiful
country side and she smiles.  She continues to drive.  She
looks down at her planner in the passenger seat.  She looks
at the calendar that still reads: "Funeral"
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BETHANY
(to herself)

One last thing to do.

CUT TO:

INT. IOWA STATE COLLEGE- MAIL ROOM - DAY

JEFF (19) is by himself.  He walks up to his mail box and
opens it.  He looks down through his mail and he sees a letter
from his mother.  He opens the letter and begins to read it.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Tiny Turned up nose, I've made a lot
of mistake in my life.  But you and
your brother were my two greatest
accomplishments.

He looks at all of the money confused.  He continues to read,
hiding the envelope with cash in his pocket.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
I wish I could have told you this in
person but I had to get away.  Someday
I will tell you everything I've been
through and you will understand. 
I've gone back to Montana for some
business and then who knows where
I'll go.

CUT TO:

INT. CAR-MISSOULA, MONTANA - DAY

Bethany is driving through her old town.  She is looking
around with a sense of pride and hope.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Tell your brother for me.

(pauses)
I guess I just didn't have the heart
to tell him.

(beat)
I'll call you once I've settled down
but I want you to promise me
something.

(beat)
You need to promise me that you will
not follow my mistakes.

(pauses)
"Do as I say, not as I do".

(beat)
I love you so much.  I hope you know
that.  I need you to know that.

(MORE)
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BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
I need your brother to know that.

CUT TO:

INT. IOWA STATE COLLEGE

Jeff sets the letter to the side.  Tears are coming down his
face.

BETHANY (V.O.)
(sung)

No one will ever know how much your
coming has meant.  Because I love
you so, you must be heaven sent. 
You mean the world to me.  When you
sat upon my knee.  No one will ever
be that little boy of mine.

He smiles and wipes the tears from his eyes.  He puts the
letter into his pocket and slowly makes his way down the
hall.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
Don't ask where the money came from. 
Just know, you should use it to pay
for your education.  And remember
always reach for your dreams.

(pauses)
I'll see you soon.

CUT TO:

INT. CAR-MISSOULA, MONTANA - DAY

Bethany pulls the car up to a cemetery.  She parks the vehicle
and gets out of the car.

EXT. CEMETERY

She walks from her car into the grave yard.  She walks past
several grave stones and in front of her there is a casket. 
No one is there.  There aren't any chairs.  And she stands
alone in front of the casket.  She see's a bird in the air. 
There are several of them chirping over head.  She stares at
the casket for a moment and then looks over to a gravestone
marked "Viktor Walters".

BETHANY
Hey Pa.

(pauses)
Beautiful Valley day.  Can you give...

(hesitates)
Barb and I a moment?
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She nods at the gravestone and turns toward the casket.  She
takes a deep breath in.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Barb, I knew you fed off him.  Figured
it would be a matter of time I guess.

She reaches into her pocket and pulls out a letter.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
It took me awhile but I think I
finally found the words.

She opens the letter and begins to read it too the casket.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
You couldn't break me, Lord knows
you tried, but my sons know they are
my world.

CUT TO:

EXT. VINCENT'S HOUSE- MASON CITY, IOWA - DAY

Jeff gets out of his car holding the letter.  Ben is waiting
outside of the house.  He shows him the letter.  Ben reads
it and after Jeff gives him a hug.

BETHANY (V.O.)
Though, I made mistakes like you.  I
knew I could never be like you.  My
boys are handsome, smart and strong. 
I tell them I love them all the time. 
They know I would never leave them
like you would leave me.

(pauses)
I beat the odds.

(beat)
I was born and...

(pauses)
I know I was meant for them.

Jeff hands him some of the money and Ben looks down at it
with shock and tears in his eyes.

CUT TO:

EXT. CEMETERY

Bethany wipes a tear from her eye as she stands in front of
her mothers casket.  She finally feels at a breaking point
she stops looking at the letter.
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BETHANY
I was meant to live!  And yet you
still haunt me!  All the birthdays I
never celebrated!

(beat)
I gave my kids that.  All The
beatings!

(pauses)
I never beat my kids!

(beat)
When you wished I was never born.

(beat)
I wished for them . I wanted them.

She looks over at her fathers grave.  She turns back toward
her mothers casket.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
And YOU, you did it with Pa!

(pauses)
A loyal and loving man.  He loved
me!

(beat)
Why couldn't you just say it!  I
never knew!

(pauses)
And now, I'll never know. All I wanted
was for you to love me.  To tell me
you loved me!  And yet...

She tries to calm down but can't.  It's all coming out,
everything she wasn't able to say, she is now able too.  She
looks back toward her letter.

BETHANY (CONT'D)
Every mother deserves to know their
children love them.

(beat)
My boys...They are and will be loved
and they love me, and...

(beat)
I love you Mom.  I've always loved
you.

(beat)
I just never wanted to be you.

(beat)
I'm not you.

She slowly puts the letter on the casket and stares for a
moment as the letter is blown into the sky by the wind.  She
watches it sail away.  She turns around and slowly walks
back to her car.  She gets to her car and takes one last
look at the cemetery and get into her vehicle.
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EXT. CAR

The car starts up and begins to drive away.

BETHANY (V.O.)
For me, in the end, there are only
two options.

(beat)
Option One, I could start over and
remain in touch with my children.

(beat)
Option two, I could leave my kids
forever and become my mother.

The car drives off into the sun set.  Through the mountains
and into the valleys.  A momma bird sits up in her nest with
her young.  She takes off and flies in the direction of the
car.  The little birds follow and take off for the first
time.  Taking to the air and going in a different direction.

BETHANY (V.O.) (CONT'D)
For once, I chose Option One.

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:
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