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SCENE 1 - | NT. LIBRARY - DAY

MR. MEGALCS sits in front of a small gathering of people. He
has a book on his lap and the crowd is waiting expectantly.
He smles at the last fewto take their seats in the front
row. M. Meagal os stands up.

MR. MEGALCS
Thank you all for comng; it is
pl easure to be here with you thi
evening. (Beat) | have to say |
never thought my witing would
touch this many people. | never
t hought | could be where | am
today. (Beat) Adversity confronts

a
S

us all, sonme it |leads on the road
to better things; success, |ove,
acceptance ...others fall victimto

its enbrace; sorrow, regret,
depression. For sone adversity is
the cl osest you can be to drowning
wi thout water. (Beat) The story I
am about read to you is both
factual and fictitious. It's a true
story because in sonme way it has
happened to us all, and it is
fictitious only because our m nds
refuse to believe it. It’s about
truth, coping with truth and the
ability endure the unbearable. Be
forewarned, this story is not about
a hero or a villain, just a boy who
hopes that there is sonething
greater...sonething to grab hol d of
in the darkness..

SCENE 2 - EXT. STREETS - DAY

A crowded city street; Men and wonen, children with their
parents, the old and the young pass a dark alley w thout
| ooking at it.

MR. MEGALCS

(VIO
What do you wi sh for when all your
dreans have been beaten out of you?
What can you cling to when all hope
is gone? What can you believe in
when no one has ever believed in
you? Where can you turn for help,
in a wrld where no one even sees’
you, where no one cares...
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ALEX an orphan wal ks out of the alley into the busy streets
of a city. Walking past a cafe table noney has been left on
the table. As ALEX wal ks away the noney is gone.

MR. MEGALGCS
(MO
...In a wrld w thout heroes.

Al ex wal ks the water front, |ooking out across the water.
Al ex wal ks the alleys. Honeless are all around himtheir
faces masked. It begins to rain.

MR, MEGALCS

(VO
| f you asked Al ex his | ast nane, he
couldn’t tell you. It’s just a
| ong-forgotten artifact shut away
in sone caseworkers’ file cabinet.
He |ives anong the shadow peopl e.
The Gray-faced di scarded soul s who
clutter up the alleys and sl eep
above the steamgrates; the
honel ess and t he hopel ess.

Al ex nmakes his way to the corner of the alley he calls hone.
Sitting wth his back against the wall for the neager
shelter it provides.

MR, MEGALCS

(VIO
He keeps to hinself. He |earned
that | esson | ong ago. Having peopl e
notice you is asking for trouble.
But sone secret part of himdeep
down, wonders why it has to be this
way. He dreans of better things,
but can’t quite inmagi ne what they
m ght be.

Al ex pulls a book from beneath the trash

MR. MEGALCS

(VIO
Al ex knows the streets |ike the
back of his hand. He knows every
inch of them by heart, just as he
knows every word of the story book
he found in a garbage can when he
was five. There are no secrets
her e.

Al ex’ s i magi nati on takes over as scenes of dragons and
kni ghts and princesses fill his head.
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MR MEGALCS

(VIO
But somewhere, sonetine, there nust
have been a better world than this.
A worl d of adventure and of great
deeds. A world of beauty and honor
and sacrifice. |Is there anything
cruel er than hope that cannot be
fulfilled? A hunger that can never
be sated? What if one night, all
t hat changed. ..

A ticket blows onto ALEX s lap. Picking it up it reads
"ADM T ONE". Darkness engul fs ALEX.

SCENE 3 - | NT. THEATER - N GHT

When the darkness fades Alex is on the top step of a
theaters stairs

ALEX
Reveal the secrets you keep inside.

Al ex wal ks down the stairs. On the stage is a cage froma
zoo with a famly inside. They are talking to each other.

BOY
.1 got an "A" on ny math!

MOM
That' s wonderful, dear.

DAD
" m proud of you, son.

Al ex steps up onto the stage to read the sign affixed to the
bar s

ALEX
"The Functional famly: Last known
speci nmen i n existence’

Al ex turns, a booth with dartboards has appeared but the
darts are gone, replaced with syringes Iining the table top.
Prizes hang on the wall, drugs of various sorts. A sign
hangs fromthe top

ALEX
"The Great Escape: You can’t mss’.
It’s all the sane; |'ve had this

Ni ght mare before.
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Warm | i ght bl ares behind Alex, he turns towards it. A
"ZOLTAR nmachi ne has appeared. Al ex steps up and pushes the
button. A fortune pops out. Alex grabs it.

ALEX
((Readi ng))
"You' re A Lucky Wnner - Make A
W sh’

Alex puts the card in his sweater pocket .Fire erupts behind
Al ex, he turns. A man sitting the audi ence beckons him
forward

DEMON
What shall it be then, boy?

ALEX
What do you nean?

DEMON
You’' ve cone here to bargain, have
you not? What are you willing to
give to change your worl d?

ALEX
...l don’t understand...| have

n-nothing to give.

DEMON
You waste ny tine then, boy! There
is no fight left in you, you're
wor |l d crunbl es and you can only
wat ch!

The Denon stands and point.

DEMON
Be gone fromny sight!

Al ex wal ks away with his head down. The darkness slowy
fades back to the streets where Al ex continues wal ki ng. He
pulls the card out from his pocket

ALEX
Way. One wish? | want to renenber.
| want to know the truth.



SCENE 4 - EXT. STREETS - N GHT
Al ex wal ks down a dark alley

MR. MEGALOS
(MO The city glitters with a
t housand un-kept prom ses.
What is it that nmakes us so
j eal ous of the things we
cannot have?

From the rooftop the Denon | ooks down.

MR, MEGALOS
(MO Alex can feel the world
changi ng around him as he
steps fromthe known into the
unknown.

The Denon watches as Alex is consuned by the Darkness

MR MEGALGCS
(MO And in the great heart
of darkness be careful what
you w sh for

SCENE 5 - | NT. LIBRARY - DAY

M. Megal os, sitting in front of the Library audi ence readi ng
from his book.

MR. MEGALCS
There will be trials to be
endured. ..dragons to be slain...and
great denons to be westled wth.

M . Megal os cl oses the book. Pauses for a second then
conti nues.

MR. MEGALOS
Ladi es and gentl enen, thank you for
your time. | will |eave off here
for now, next chapter will be
tonmorrow ni ght, sane tine.

The Crowd begins to disperse; a wonen stands up and waits as
the crowed noves around her. She approaches M. Megal os when
everyone has gone.

ELI ANA
Excuse nme M. Megal 0s?
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MR MEGALCS
Yes?
ELI ANA
|’ msorry to bother you, |I'’msure
you' re eager to | eave but-
MR. MEGALCS
On the contrary, Ms...?
ELI ANA
Mrus, Eliana Mrus.
MR, MEGALCS
On the contrary Eliana, | could

spend a lifetine here.
M. Megal os notions around the library at all the books.

ELI ANA
They truly are wonderful, books I
nmean. So easy to get lost in, such
good conpani ons.

MR, MEGALCS
As they say: "Qutside of a dog, a
book is man’s best friend. Inside
of a dog it’'s too dark to read."
Now, what can | do for you?

ELI ANA
You can tell me nore about Al ex.
Your witing fascinates ne, you
pai nt such a bl eak world and you
t hrow soneone so helpless into it.
| need to know

MR. MEGALGCS
How it ends?

ELI ANA
Yes.

MR. MEGALGCS

It doesn’t. But if you nust know
the rest 1’1l oblige..



SCENE 6 - | NT. HALLWAY- NI GHT
Al ex wal ks down a bl eak corri dor

MR. MEGALGCS
(MO
Al ex has made his wi sh. He has
opened hinself to the darkest
recesses of his mnd. He remenbers
t he orphanage, all those years ago.
And he renenbers his choice...

Al ex comes to an exit at the end of the corridor. To his
right there is an office door. As he | ooks fromone to the
ot her a MAN appears.

JANUS
(Exci t ed)
Deci si ons, deci sions.

ALEX
-1 don’t know you.

JANUS
(Exci ted)
Ch but you do! You Do! W' ve net
before, and that door-

JANUS points at the exit, Al ex |ooks and when he | ooks back
Janus cl ot hes appear to be on backwards

JANUS( CONT)
( Sonber)
-You want that door. To |eave, to
go back to the world you know. You
know what |ies behi nd door nunber
two, why burden yoursel f? why hurt
yoursel f? This door -

Janus points at the office door, his clothes back on
straight.

JANUS( CONT)
(excited)
-hol ds the truth! The answers! The
key to who you are!

ALEX
Who are you?

JANUS
W are Janus, and we want you to
chose that door!



Janus points at both doors.

SCENE 7 - |INT. CAFE - EVEN NG

El i ana and Megal os are sitting at a wi ndow seat in a cafe.

ELI ANA
Janus?

MR. MEGALGCS
Janus.

ELI ANA
The Roman god of choices?

MR. MEGALGCS
O tough choices. He's very nuch
real. W'll all face himat sone
poi nt .

ELI ANA
So how does he chose? What does he
chose?

MR. MEGALGCS
He_

Megal os is distracted. Through the wi ndow a huddl ed figure
energes fromthe alley and slunps to the ground.

MR, MEGALOS( CONT)
Excuse ne a nonent.

Megal os wal ks to the cafe counter, exchanges a few short
words with the Barista then heads out the door. Megal os

wal ks across the street and returns with the huddl ed figure
whom he sits at the table. He goes to the counter and
returns with several sandwhiches. The Barista follows with a
full pot of coffee.

BARI STA
You're a good nan you know t hat ?
Not to often you see an act of
ki ndness like this, not in this
city anyway.

The Barista fills the three cups on the table and | eaves.
There is silence for a nonent.

ANDY

(shivering)
Th-t hank you.
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MR MEGALGCS
What’ s your nane?

ANDY
(shivering)
An- Andrea. Just call ne Andy. Thank
y-you...if you hadn’t come out
l...1 don’t know...nobody ever
notices, or cares...

MR MEGALGCS
We care. Here-

Megal os pushes the sandwhi ches and the coffee towards ANDY

MR, MEGALOS( CONT)
-You | ook fam shed, eat up, drink
up and don’'t worry. (Beat) | was
just reconting a tale to ny friend
El i ana here, you wouldn’t mnd if |
conti nued woul d you?

Face full of food

ANDY
No.

MR. MEGALOS
Then | shall continue. Eliana, |
bel i eve you wanted to know how he
made his choice? It’s sinple, he' d
made it once before.

SCENE 8 - INT. OFFICE - N GHT
Alex finds hinself in an office.

MR. MEGALCS

(v/ o)
Alex is five. The age when he
couldn’t bare it any |onger. But he
remenbers how he coul dnt j ust
| eave, not with the answers so
cl ose. (beat) He snuck into the
Matrons office,for in the back of
that dingy room he knew | ay the
answers his heart ached for.(Beat)
The room stretched on, an eternity
to cross, his pilgrimage for truth
nearly over.

Al ex steps closer to the cabinet

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

ALEX
Reveal the secrets you keep inside.

As Al ex’ shaky hands reaches towards the cabinet a voices
speaks fromthe shadows.

DEMON
| belive this is what you're
| ooki ng for?

The Denon hol ds up an envel ope

ALEX
(whi speri ng)
Pl ease.
DEMON

Tsk, Tsk. Such a heavy file! So
much for such a short |ifel

ALEX
Pl ease |-

The Denon flips through the fol der

DEMON
O phaned from birth? Mummy and
Daddy nust have nmet with an
untimely fate (Beat) No? Oh, it is
so much nore

ALEX
| -no...help...

The denmon wal ks towards Al ex, al ex steps back

DEMON
O phaned from birth...abandoned at
birth! You re here because they
didn’t want you!

ALEX
Stop! I can’t-help

DEMON

Soci al orphan they call you! Child
of the state! Your a burden!

ALEX
Hel p. Hel p!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

DEMON
Nobody wants a burden! You're a
wast e!

Al ex has back up to the door, his foot catches and he falls
backwar ds, through the door. The light is blinding. Alex's
screans for help reach a crecendo.

SCENE 9 - EXT. STREET - DAY

The streets are busy with people. The sun shines bright.
Al ex stunbles and falls onto his back, Iying on the side
wal k.

ALEX
(feebly)
Hel p- Hel p ne, pl ease!

A crowd of people surrond Al ex. Just before he passes out he
catches a glinps into the alley, where the denons red eyes
glow. It can’t reach him

MR. MEGALCS
(v/ o)

Coming to grips with truth is the
hardest thing any of will ever do.
Al ex faught with what he knew and
what he wanted to know for far to
| ong. But once you can accept and
|l et go, you are free.

SCENE 10 - INT. CAFE - N GHT

the cafe is quiet as Megal os reconts Alex’s tale. Everyone
is listening intently

MR. MEGALGS
For alex, freedomnment letting go
of his abandonnent. He |et hinself
fall and soneone caught him
soneone heard him..soneone cared.

The roomis silent, a |ong pause foll ows his words.

ANDY
He- He asked for help.

MR MEGALGCS
Yes.
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ANDY
And he got it? Can it really be
t hat sinpl e?

MR. MEGALCS
It can. But is it? (Beat)No. A nan
who chokes on his food at a
restaurant rushes to the washroom
where he is enevitably found dead.
Why? Because sonetines the sinplest
t hi ngs take the nobst courage and
asking for anothers help, to sone,
is a sign of weakness. It’s only
after we’ve | ost everything, that
we are free to do anything and that
i ncl udes aski ng for help.

Megal os stands up.

MR MEGALGCS
And with that | wll |eave you all
except Andy of course. Come al ong.
ANDY
Where are we goi ng?
MR. MEGALCS
That’s up to you. | can take you

hone or friends of mne run a
shel terfor runaways, it’'s your
choi ce.

ANDY
Thank you.

Megal os turns to Eliana.

MR MEGALGCS
Thank you.

ELI ANA
For what ?

MR MEGALGCS

For a great nunber of things; being
a good |istener for one. Wiat’'s a
story if no oneis willing to hear
it.

Megal os and Andy head for the door.
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ELI ANA
But is it just a story?

MR. MEGALCS
O course. (Beat) but that doesnt
make it fiction.

Meagal os and Andy | eave. Eliana | ooks out through the w ndow
and the dark alley.

End



