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FADE IN:

EXT. MOUNTAINS - DAY1 1

Establishing: rough country. The sound of PANICKED BREATHING. 

EXT. MOUNTAIN COUNTRY - DAY2 2

The source of the heavy breathing: three running teenage 
boys, JED, CHRIS and NATHAN. Nathan lags behind.

JED
Come on!

Nathan stumbles, grips his ankle in pain. Chris looks behind 
them, clearly terrified of something that is pursuing them. 

CHRIS
C’mon Nathan, get up, get up.

JED
There!

He has spotted the entrance to a CAVE. 

INT. CAVE - DAY3 3

The boys collapse into the cave. The sound of a HELICOPTER. 

JED
Get down! 

They throw themselves flat. The sound of the helicopter gets 
louder then recedes into the distance. The boys sit up. 
Nathan massages his ankle. He’s really, really scared. 

CHRIS
Can you walk?

Nathan nods. Jed sneaks a peek out of the cave. 

EXT. CAVE/MOUNTAIN COUNTRY, JED’S POV - DAY4 4

A VEHICLE drives slowly along in the middle distance. Then 
stops. A movement catches Jed’s eye: two other terrified 
TEENAGE BOYS, running hard. They haven’t seen the car. 

INT. CAVE - DAY5 5

Chris wants to warn the other boys, but Jed silences him. 
From outside SHOTS ring out. Chris reacts in horror. 

The sound of an ENGINE. Jed risks a peek out. 



EXT. CAVE/MOUNTAIN COUNTRY, JED’S POV6 6

The vehicle drives off. The two boys are dead.

EXT. MOUNTAIN COUNTRY - DAY7 7

Chris and Nathan look on as Jed goes through the pockets of 
the two dead boys. Nathan has a makeshift crutch.

NATHAN
This is just wrong, wrong. 

JED
Resources. We need resources. And 
these guys don’t. Not anymore. 

He empties a small backpack. 

JED (CONT'D)
Look what Eagle Scout here has got.  

The haul: energy bars, a water bottle and a cell. Jed quickly 
takes out the battery and SIM card and smashes the phone. 

CHRIS
What are you doing? We could have 
used that to call for help.

JED
Duh! They can locate you by your 
phone, even when it’s switched off. 

The message sinks in: this is probably how the two dead kids 
in front of them were tracked down. 

NATHAN 
We haven’t got a chance out here. 
Why don’t we just go back and hide 
in the cave? 

JED
Is that what they’re going to put 
on your headstone? ‘Nathan Wyler. 
He hung around whining until they 
came to kill him’?

NATHAN
They’re going to kill us all 
anyway.

Jed holds up the dead kid’s Swiss Army knife and compass. 

JED
We’re not dead yet. 
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EXT. MOUNTAIN COUNTRY - DAY8 8

The trio trek through rough country. Jed navigates with the 
compass, Nathan bringing up the rear with his crutch. It’s 
obvious Jed is thinking about leaving Nathan behind.

EXT. MOUNTAIN COUNTRY, GLADE - DAY9 9

The boys are exhausted. Suddenly they all freeze at the 
distant sound of AUTOMATIC GUNFIRE. Jed consults his compass.

JED
It’s coming from that valley over 
to the east.

NATHAN
That’s the route that group of 
girls took. 

CHRIS
Do you think they got away? 

Jed’s look makes it clear what he thinks about that. 

Nathan flops down. He’s in a bad way. 

NATHAN
I can’t go any further. 

Chris brings out the energy bars, giving one to Nathan. 

JED
He’s slowing us down.

CHRIS
I know what you’re thinking. We’re 
not leaving him. 

JED
All I’m saying is–

Chris silences him with a sudden grab - a vehicle’s nearby! 

EXT. ROAD - DAY10 10

The boys peer out at the vehicle. Stepping into view: a pair 
of military-style boots. A cigarette end is stamped out. 

EXT. MOUNTAIN COUNTRY, GLADE - DAY11 11

Chris and Jed scoot over to Nathan and whisper.

JED
There’s one of them in our way.  
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NATHAN
Can we go round? Find another way?

JED
There is no other way. 

He tangs out a blade of the Swiss Army knife. Chris and 
Nathan exchange a look: no way is it going to be them. Jed 
nods and scoots off into the bushes on all fours. 

EXT. ROAD - DAY12 12

In the foreground, the pair of boots. Jed crawls forward, the 
knife in his hands. The boots start to turn in his direction. 

EXT. MOUNTAIN COUNTRY, GLADE - DAY13 13

Jed steps out from the trees. He wipes blood off the knife.  

JED
Let’s move out. 

Blood on his clothes. There’s a look in his eyes that wasn’t 
there before. The look of someone who’s crossed a line. 

NATHAN
That’s hard core.

CHRIS
That’s Jed for you. Always looking 
for extra credit. 

EXT. ROAD - DAY14 14

A pair of boots poke out behind the vehicle. We don’t see the 
full body, but Chris’s expression tells us it isn’t pretty. 

INT. VEHICLE - DAY 15 15

As Nathan struggles into the vehicle, Jed, in the driving 
seat, pulls down the sun visor. The keys fall into his hand. 

JED
Sweet. 

EXT. ROAD - DAY16 16

Middle distance: the vehicle drives along the road. 

Running Scared 4.



I/E. VEHICLE - DAY17 17

The vehicle is stopped off-road. Inside, the trio survey the 
scene cautiously. Jed looks at the compass. 

JED
End of the road. We get across, get 
to the beach, we’re home and dry. 

CHRIS
The beach. Yeah. Home and dry.

They look out across at: the river. A formidable barrier.

EXT. RIVER - DAY18 18

The three step into the shallows of the river. Nathan scared. 

NATHAN
I’ll never make it. 

CHRIS
You’ll make it. 

In the distance, the sound of a HELICOPTER. 

JED
(to Chris)

Leave him!

CHRIS
He’s coming with us! 

Jed wades further into the river. 

JED
No, he’s coming with you. Not me. 
You two can die together. 

Chris is torn. Nathan stumbles with his crutch. 

NATHAN
Don’t leave me Chris! 

Chris vacillates. Jed is now waist deep in the river. A 
single SHOT. Jed jerks back. Chris launches himself towards 
Jed’s floating body. Three more SHOTS. Chris flails then goes 
still. More SHOTS. Terrified, Nathan ducks into the water. 

EXT. FAR RIVERBANK - DAY19 19

The river flows past. Off-camera, the sound of COUGHING.

We find Nathan coughing up water. He has made it across the 
river. There’s a body beside him. 
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He reaches across and shakes it, revealing: Jed, unconscious 
and bloody. Jed coughs and wakes up, looking around. 

JED
Chris make it?

Nathan shakes his head. Jed staggers upright, pressing a hand 
to his bloodied side. He surveys the situation and points 
away from the river, then doubles over with pain.

JED (CONT’D)
The beach. That way. 

EXT. THE BEACH - DAY20 20

Nathan, supporting himself on his crutch, limps onto the 
beach, holding the semi-conscious Jed. Nathan himself is 
running on empty, keeping going on willpower alone. 

NATHAN
It’s the beach, Jed. We’re home and 
dry. Home and dry. 

He looks further along the waterline. There is something at 
the very end of the beach, but he can’t quite make it out.

EXT. THE BEACH - DAY21 21

Nathan and the now unconscious Jed struggle along the sand. 
Every step is agony. The waves wash at their feet. 

EXT. THE BEACH - DAY22 22

From the far end of the beach, SOMEONE UNSEEN watches as the 
pair approach from the distance. 

EXT. THE BEACH - DAY23 23

Nathan stumbles, falls. On his knees, he goes over to Jed. 

NATHAN
Jed, come on. We’re home and dry. 

Jed’s body rolls over: dead. Nathan stares dully at his 
friend, then up at an AUTHORITY PERSON IN SUNGLASSES standing 
a hundred yards away. The dude doesn’t move a muscle, or 
attempt to help. Nearby is a pair of FLAGS or POSTS marking 
either end of a STRAIGHT LINE DRAWN IN THE SAND.

Nathan struggles to his feet. He hops and limps towards 
Sunglasses. He falls again, passing out. 
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EXT. BEACH - DAY24 24

Sunglasses looks without emotion at the prone Nathan.

EXT. BEACH - DAY25 25

Waves gently lap against Nathan’s face. Spluttering, he comes 
to. He starts crawling along the sand. 

EXT. BEACH - DAY26 26

Sunglasses watches as Nathan inches his way forward.

EXT. BEACH - DAY27 27

Nathan, at the end of his tether, just manages to get one 
hand across the line in the sand. Slowly Sunglasses lifts up 
a clipboard and, taking his time, ticks a box. He spins on 
his heel and starts to walk away.

Nathan is suddenly galvanised. Roaring incoherently, he gets 
to his feet, raises his crutch, and WHACKS Sunglasses across 
the shoulders. We watch Nathan’s face as he rains down blow 
after blow on Sunglasses. All the pain, rage and fear pour 
out of him. By the end, Nathan is weeping copiously. 

The rage passes. He looks down at the corpse of Sunglasses, 
and staggers back in horror, then falls to his knees, still 
crying. A HAND comes to rest on Nathan’s shoulder. A vaguely-
glimpsed SUITED FIGURE pats him solicitously. 

SUITED FIGURE
Congratulations, son. You’ve 
passed. Welcome to the Militia. 

FADE OUT.
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