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FADE IN:

EXT. DESERT - DAY

The sun creeps over the horizon.  Colors emerge from the 
desert floor.  

Dead quiet.

Two rabbits scurry along.  Stop and start.  Chew on grass.  
Scan their surroundings for predators.

Whisk ahead, stop again.  Sniff the ground.

Dirt shifts.  They zip away as a human hand twitches.

Sand falls from the hand as it emerges from the ground.  A 
man sits up.

ARTHUR LANCASTER, 50s, tries to get his bearings.  He stares 
blankly.  What happened?

Arthur breathes deeply, coughs dirt.  His face bruised and 
swollen, he winces as he rises.

Dusts the dirt from his clothes, notices he's covered in 
dried blood.  A quick inspection, he's not wounded.  It's not 
his blood?

Looks around, everything looks the same.  Picks a direction.  
Labors away.

EXT. DESERTED NEIGHBORHOOD - DAY

Arthur stumbles upon a street that meets the desert.  Half-
built houses sit next to weed strewn lots.

Tries a water spigot on the only completed home.  No luck.

Trudges on as the sun beats down on him.

EXT. CITY STREET - DAY

The deserted neighborhood gives way to a city street.  
Traffic sounds.  Cars whiz by Arthur.

A gas station sits across the street.  Arthur heads to it.
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INT. CITY BUS - DAY

JIM O'BOYLE, 30s, bus driver, sees Arthur step off the curb.

He lays on his horn.  His passengers perk up at the blare.

STREET

Arthur sees nothing, continues forward.

BUS

Jim slams on his brakes.  The bus slows but doesn't stop.

JIM
Come on.  Come on!

Jim pumps the brakes several times.  They catch and squeal.

The passengers rock front and back.

The bus grinds to a halt a foot from Arthur.

EXT. CITY BUS - CONTINUOUS

Jim jumps onto the street.

JIM
What the hell?!

Arthur continues forward as if nothing happened.

JIM
You're gonna get yourself killed!

Jim grabs Arthur.  Spins Arthur to him, shakes him.

JIM
What's wrong with you?

Arthur sways.  Jim catches him.

JIM
I got you.  

Jim lowers Arthur onto the curb.  Looks at his bus.  Riders 
stare at him from their windows.  A woman talks on her phone. 

JIM
(to the woman)

Call 911!

A man videos Jim and Arthur on his phone from the doorway.
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JIM
(to the man)

You!  Grab the water from my seat.

The man turns back into the bus.

JIM
(to the woman)

They coming?

The woman nods.  The man holds out the water bottle.

JIM
Thanks.

(to Arthur)
What's your name?

Arthur stares back blankly.

JIM
Do you know where you are?

Nothing from Arthur.

JIM
Here.  

Finally, Arthur reacts.  He takes it, drinks hastily.

JIM
That's better.

(to the passengers)
Sorry for the inconvenience, folks.

Jim pulls his phone from his pocket.  Dials.

Arthur finishes the bottle.  Relaxes slightly.  Some light 
has come back into his eyes.

JIM
Ed, Jim here.  I'm gonna need a 
second bus at... no.  But almost 
hit a guy...

Arthur perks up when Jim says Ed.  A hint of recognition.

JIM (O.S.)
No, he's fine.  I think.

(Jim listens)
No, but needs a doctor.

(sighs)
On the way.  Send a bus, would ya?!

Arthur tries to speak but it's more of a croak.
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ARTHUR
Eddie?!

JIM
(into phone)

Hold on.
(to Arthur)

What?  That's you?  

ARTHUR
Eddie!

Arthur tries to rise up.  Jim stops him.

JIM
You Eddie?  Sit, help's on the way.

(into the phone)
Ed, listen.  Just send a bus and 
get my passengers on their way.

ARTHUR
(quietly)

Eddie.

INT. APARTMENT - DAY 

SUPER: SIX DAYS EARLIER 

A single man's apartment.  Nothing on the walls, no 
knickknacks or decorations.

Everything crisp and in place.  Like a model home without the 
warmth.  So perfect that if you didn't know better, you'd 
think no one lives here.

BATHROOM

Arthur methodically brushes.  Rinses.  Checks his teeth.

CLOSET

Pulls the first of many identical white polos from a hanger.  
Does the same with a pair of khakis.

Steps into black sneakers.

BEDROOM

Puts on a plain watch.  Places his wallet in his pocket.

Clips a small case with a pocket stun gun onto his plain 
black belt.
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Picks up his keys and a thick brown envelope.

HALLWAY

Lifts a picture from a table.  Stares at it.  Shuts his eyes.

QUICK FLASHBACK

A breathtakingly beautiful blond, 20's, smiles sweetly.

BACK TO SCENE

After a cleansing breath, he puts the picture back in place.

INT. HALLWAY - DAY

Locks his apartment door.  Checks it twice.

Turns to the apartment across the hall.  Knocks.  Unlocks the 
door.  Enters.

INT. MRS. REED'S APARTMENT - DAY

A black cat greets Arthur.  He rubs its ears.

ARTHUR
Morning Jasper.

Arthur calls out.

ARTHUR
Good morning Mrs. Reed.

MRS. REED (O.S.)
Good morning Arthur.

Arthur steps into the --

KITCHEN

Places a mug of water in the microwave.

Checks Jasper's food.

DING!

Adds a teabag to the steaming water.

LIVING ROOM

MRS. REED, 70s, in a wheelchair but still feisty, greets him. 
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MRS. REED
You are too good to me.  Let me 
look at you.

Mrs. Reed takes the tea, inspects him.

MRS. REED
(tsks)

Everyday.  The same outfit.  How're 
you ever going to get a woman...

ARTHUR
I don't need one.

MRS. REED
...looking so cardboard?

ARTHUR
I have you.

MRS. REED
You need a woman's touch.

ARTHUR
We all need something.

MRS. REED
You're not that man anymore.

Arthur fidgets.

MRS. REED
Why, if I was twenty years younger, 
I'd toss you one.  Loosen you up.

ARTHUR
An attractive proposition for sure.

MRS. REED
Then again, I'm tired just thinking 
about it.

Arthur smiles.  Kisses the top of her head.

ARTHUR
See you tomorrow.

INT. BANK - DAY

Arthur hands a BANK TELLER, 20s, an envelope.

ARTHUR
Deposit please.
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He slips his card in the reader.  The teller counts the cash.

BANK TELLER
One thousand, one hundred dollars.  
Is that correct?

ARTHUR
Yes, thank you.

BANK TELLER
You are very consistent with your 
deposits, Mr. Lancaster.  Ever 
thought of putting these funds to 
work for you?

ARTHUR
No, thank you.

BANK TELLER
Are you sure?  I can have a banker 
here right away.

Arthur shakes his head, pulls his card from the reader.

BANK TELLER
Very well.  We appreciate your 
business at First Bank Nevada.

EXT. CASINO - PARKING LOT - DAY

Arthur keys the door lock on his basic sedan.  Walks away.

INT. CASINO - DAY

A half-full room, smoke wafts in the air.

Happy people enter the building, grumpy people leave.

DEALERS wait for victims or deal to mostly empty chairs.

Slot machines light up and try to attract bettors.

Seniors sit at the slots, talk amongst themselves.  Pull the 
arm over and over, hope their dreams will come true.

Roulette wheels spin.  Music plays.

A lone winner's machine DINGS.

Arthur marches past all of this.
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INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - DAY

Arthur arrives at the video poker machines.  He smiles, 
glides between them, intently.  

Stops at the machine he's been looking for.  It's name - BIG 
HITTER - is lit up in big, bold letters. 

ARTHUR
Hello, friend.

Arthur sits down.  Pulls money from his right pocket and puts 
it in the machine.  

Eyes a WAITRESS about to pass him by.

ARTHUR
Bottle of water, please.

The waitress doesn't acknowledge him, as if he wasn't there.

Arthur chooses the lowest limit.  Deals a hand.  Nothing.  

Discards.  Deals again.  Busted.

Doesn't blink an eye.  Like a machine, starts the process 
again.  Lowest limit.  Deal.

Three FIVES.  Discards two cards.  Deal.

Now has four fives.  DING!  Wins fifty dollars.

Arthur nonchalantly looks around.  Hits MORE GAMES.  Puts 
more money into the machine.

Hits CANCEL, the screen goes back to his winning hand.  Bets 
the highest limit.  

DING!  His payout now shows two hundred fifty dollars.

Arthur hits CASH OUT, prints his voucher.  

INT. TELLER WINDOW - DAY

Arthur smiles patiently as a TELLER counts his winnings.

TELLER
Two hundred, fifty dollars.

Arthur nods as the teller hands him the cash.  He places it 
into his left pocket.
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TELLER
See you again next time.

ARTHUR
Deal.

INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - LATER

Arthur's machine DINGS!  Eight hundred dollars.

Arthur cashes out, prints his voucher.

INT. TELLER WINDOW - NIGHT

Arthur smiles as a different teller counts out his winnings.

INT. CASINO - NIGHT

The place is full.  Raucous.  Laughter.  Cheers.

Dealers deal to full tables.  Slots cling and clang.  Lady 
Luck is in the house.

INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - NIGHT

Arthur sits at a machine near the craps table.

Bets the lowest limit.  Deals.

A CHEER rises up from the table near him.  Distracts him.

Arthur tries to concentrate.  Deals.  Busted.

Bets again.  The Lowest limit.  Deals.  

EDDIE (O.S.)
(loud)

Get loose!  Come on, get loose!!

Arthur chooses two discards.  Changes his mind.  Deals.

EDDIE (O.S.)
Shake it like a Polaroid picture!

Arthur busts.

The table ROARS.

EDDIE (O.S.)
That's what I'm talking about!
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Arthur fumes.  Deals again quickly.  Busts just as quickly.  
He can't concentrate.

He turns to the --

CRAPS TABLE

EDDIE "GATOS" MORRIS, late 20s, holds court looking like a 
RUN DMC knockoff in a cheap tracksuit and expensive 
basketball shoes.

He's all bravado outside but mops his brow when no one looks.

EDDIE
(to the dealer)

Let it ride!
(to the table)

Call me Bodhi.  No wave's too big!
(to the stickman)

Gimmee those dice!

Eddie takes the dice and rolls them in his hands.

Eddie eyes the other players, grins at the SEXY GIRLS, 20's, 
low cut dresses, perfect hair and make up, near him.

Two THUGS, 20s, reach through the girls and place their bets.

Everything about ADALBERTO "AL MUSCLES" RIVERA, like a tight 
shirt stretched over too big muscles screams "I'm a bad man!"

His partner, STEVIE "WONDER BOY" RIGGI, compensates for his 
lack of size with too many tattoos and a permanent sneer.

Eddie holds his hand up to one of the girls.

EDDIE
Do me a favor, angel?  Blow on them 
for me?

One girl looks to her friend then back to Eddie.

EDDIE
You do know how to blow, right?

Before the girl can answer, Wonder Boy pushes past her.

WONDER BOY
You wanna die tonight?

EDDIE
Easy, Bro Jackson.  Just having a 
little fun.
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WONDER BOY
I'll bite your tongue off and bitch 
slap you with it.

Security tightens at the table.

EDDIE
You're a strange one, junior.  How 
about I make you rich instead.

Eddie tosses the dice.  They roll to a stop.

EDDIE
Boom Shaka Lacka!

The table explodes!  Eddie takes in their cheers.

He lifts one chip off the table and leans over to the girl.  
Slips the chip down her cleavage.

EDDIE
A little thank you.

She smiles back at him.

Al Muscles eggs Wonder Boy on.

Eddie smirks at them.  Pulls out his cell, holds it out.

EDDIE
Here.  You should call the cops, 
'cause I just stole your woman!

They push to Eddie.  Curses fly.  Threats.  Insults.

Security steps in, surrounds the table.  Pushes Al Muscles 
and Wonder Boy out the door.

Eddie shouts at them.

EDDIE
Checkmate, fools!

The table calms.

Eddie snaps a quick pic of himself and his pile of chips.

EDDIE
There's one for Instagram!

VIDEO POKER MACHINES

Arthur leaves his machine - screw this night.
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He glares at Eddie for ruining his run.

CRAPS TABLE

Eddie sees Arthur scowl at him.

EDDIE
Who're you?  Krusty the Clown?

Arthur stops.  They meet eye to eye.

EDDIE
You want some, too?

Arthur starts to say something then stops.

Takes a step.  Turns back to Eddie.

ARTHUR
Walk away.

EDDIE
You're one angry old goat!

ARTHUR
Right now.  Walk away.

EDDIE
Go pay some bitch to stick her 
tongue down your throat.

ARTHUR
But you won't.

Arthur leaves.

Eddie faces the table, all eyes are on him.

He picks up the dice, takes a second, gathers himself.

Flings them.  Waits.

The table groans.  Eddie deflates.  The base dealer collects 
his chips.  Busted.

He steps away from the table.

EDDIE
(mutters)

Snake eyes.  French fries.
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EXT. CASINO - PARKING LOT - NIGHT

Eddie talks on his cell as he walks.

EDDIE
No, don't worry.  Yes, on my way.

He pockets his phone, pulls out his keys.  They get slapped 
from his hand.

EDDIE
What the...?

Eddie looks up, Al Muscles and Wonder Boy grin at him.

Wonder Boy punches him in the face.

EXT. CASINO - SAME

Arthur exits the casino.

EXT. CASINO - PARKING LOT - CONTINUOUS

Eddie feels blood on his mouth.

EDDIE
Come on now, can't you take a joke?

Al Muscles pulls him up.  Holds him as Wonder Boy nails him 
again in the face.

Eddie spits blood.

EDDIE
You're starting to piss me off.

Arthur passes by, stops at the commotion.  Eddie sees him.

EDDIE
Yo, Krusty.  A little help?

Arthur turns, steps away.

ARTHUR
You should have walked away.

THUD!  Eddie groans.

Arthur stops.  Reaches to his belt.  Turns back.

Strides to Wonder Boy.
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ARTHUR
Say, man...

Wonder Boy looks at him, Arthur sticks the stun gun in his 
ribs.  Hits the button.

Wonder Boy convulses.  Collapses.

EDDIE
(exaggerated)

Damn!

Eddie takes this opening to elbow Al Muscles.

Arthur hits Al Muscles with a jolt.  He's down with a thud.

Eddie kicks them while they're down.  Several times.

EDDIE
That's right!

Eddie looks around, Arthur is gone.

EDDIE
Where'd you go, Krusty?  Thanks 
bro!

INT. APARTMENT - NIGHT

Arthur pulls his winnings from his left pocket.  Counts them.  
Places them in a brown envelope.

He undresses, places his dirty clothes in a hamper.  Steps 
into the --

BATHROOM

Looks himself in the mirror.

ARTHUR
What were you thinking?

INT. EDDIE'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NIGHT

Eddie sheds his clothes and drops them on the floor.

He slides into bed.  Winces.

Freezes as his wife moans.  Relaxes when she's back to sleep.

EDDIE
What was I thinking?
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INT. APARTMENT - BATHROOM - DAY 

Arthur methodically brushes.

CLOSET

Pulls a white polo from a hanger.

BEDROOM

Clips his pocket stun gun onto his belt.

HALLWAY

Picks up the picture.  Stares at it.  Closes his eyes.

INT. HALLWAY - DAY

Locks his apartment door.  Checks it twice.

Turns to the apartment across the hall.

INT. MRS. REED'S APARTMENT - DAY

Jasper greets Arthur.  He rubs its ears.

ARTHUR
Morning Jasper.

Arthur calls out.

ARTHUR
Good morning Mrs. Reed.

MRS. REED (O.S.)
Good morning Arthur.

INT. BANK - DAY

Arthur smiles blandly as the teller hands him his receipt.

BANK TELLER
Thank you for being a loyal Nevada 
Savings and Loan customer.

INT. EDDIE'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Eddie and his wife, BRENDA MORRIS, 20s, snooze quietly.
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LILY MORRIS, 3, in footie pajamas, holds Winnie the Pooh and 
stares at Eddie.

Eddie opens his eyes, sees Lily.

EDDIE
(quietly)

Good morning, Princess Lily.

LILY
What happened to your face Daddy?

Brenda rises up, looks at Eddie.  Fights not to gasp.  Loses.

BRENDA
(scorn)

Nice, Eddie.

Eddie looks at Brenda, sheepishly.

EDDIE
It's just a scratch.

He looks at Lily.

EDDIE
Actually, I was on my way home 
yesterday and I saw a small bear 
trying to get honey from some bees.

LILY
Pooh bear likes honey!

EDDIE
But he was too short to reach the 
hive.  So I boosted him up.

Brenda raises a knowing eyebrow.

BRENDA
Is that so?

LILY
(to Pooh)

Is that so, Pooh bear?

EDDIE
Yes.  And Pooh got the honey.  And 
the bees were buzzing.  They must 
have stung me and I didn't know it.

LILY
How could you not know?
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EDDIE
Well, I was so busy helping Pooh.  
And he filled up two honey pots.

LILY
That's a lot of honey!

EDDIE
So he gave me one to say thank you.

LILY
I want some honey.

EDDIE
But I gave it right back because I 
know how much he loves honey.

LILY
But I love honey, too.

BRENDA
I'm sure we have some in the 
kitchen.

Brenda rises from the bed, shoots daggers at Eddie.

Lily races out of the room.

BRENDA
Wait for me, pumpkin.

EDDIE
And if not, we can get some on our 
way to Uncle Ronnie's.  Okay?

LILY (O.S.)
Okay!

BRENDA
Some example you set.

EDDIE
I know.

BRENDA
I don't see Ronnie out all night.  
Fighting.

EDDIE
He'd get his ass kicked.

BRENDA
She shouldn't see that.
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EDDIE
I'm--

Brenda storms from the room.

Eddie touches his face, flinches.

EDDIE
Sorry.

INT. EDDIE'S BEATER - DAY

Eddie and Brenda ride silently.  Lily plays in her car seat.

Brenda looks at Eddie and his loud Hawaiian shirt.  Scoffs.

EDDIE
What?

BRENDA
You have to wear that?

EDDIE
It was nothing.

BRENDA
You're a mess.

EDDIE
Just a misunderstanding.

BRENDA
Was it those guys again?

Eddie shakes his head.

EDDIE
A couple a hammerheads.  I might 
have pushed things too far.

BRENDA
You can't keep doing this.

EDDIE
My luck's gonna change, I can feel 
it my bones.

BRENDA
We can't watch you do this.

Eddie looks at Lily in the rear view mirror.

Lily smiles at Eddie.  Eddie melts.
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EDDIE
(to himself)

Gonna make you both proud of me.

INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - DAY

Arthur pulls a full house.

Taps MORE GAMES.  Puts cash into the machine.

Arthur looks around.  The coast is clear.

Hits cancel.  The screen goes back to his winning hand.  He 
bets the max.

DING!  A two hundred fifty dollar winner.

Arthur cashes out, prints a receipt.

EXT. RONNIE'S HOUSE - DAY

Eddie carries Lily as they walk into the backyard.

BBQ.  A few people linger, chat.  Drink beer.

Eddie's heavier, very average, younger but somehow more 
mature brother RONNIE MORRIS, 20s, mans the grill.

Ronnie flips the burgers while he chows on one.

Eddie sets Lily down, she runs off.  Brenda follows her.

Eddie takes a step to Ronnie but bumps into Ronnie's 
neighbor, SHEILA PERKINS, 40s, reserved, aloof and attractive 
without trying.

EDDIE
Oops.  My bad.

SHEILA
Sorry.  Oh, it's you.

EDDIE
Whoa, hot mama!  'Sup?  Tell me, 
still no man?

Sheila shoots him a look but Eddie misses it.

EDDIE
I got someone who would totally get 
you.
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SHEILA
A friend of yours?  That would be a 
hard no.

EDDIE
Whatever!

Eddie turns, sneaks up behind Ronnie, gives him a bear hug.

EDDIE
Little bro!

Ronnie peeks over his shoulder.

RONNIE
Hey!  You made it.

Ronnie turns, Eddie touches his chest.

EDDIE
You got something on your shirt.

Ronnie looks down, Eddie flicks his nose.  They laugh.

EDDIE
Will you ever learn?

Eddie reaches into the cooler, pulls out two beers.

Hands one to Ronnie.  Ronnie sees Eddie's face.

RONNIE
Whoa?!

EDDIE
Only a flesh wound...

RONNIE
Hector?

EDDIE
...I've had worse.

RONNIE
You pay him back yet?

EDDIE
I've managed to avoid that menace, 
so far.  Shake and bake, little 
brother.  Shake and bake.

RONNIE
How deep you in?   Wait.  Do  I 
want to know?



21.

EDDIE
You don't want to know.

RONNIE
All I know is, it better not blow 
back on me.

EDDIE
Have I ever let you down?

Ronnie bites his burger.  Thinks as he chews.

RONNIE
Still, Hector doesn't mess around.

EDDIE
No worries, my luck is about to 
change.

RONNIE
Yeah?  Tell that to your face.

EXT. CONVENIENCE STORE - GAS PUMP - DAY

Eddie gasses up.

Leans into Brenda's open window.

EDDIE
Be right back.

INT. CONVENIENCE STORE - DAY

Eddie steps inside, sees a video poker machine.

Puts a dollar in the machine.  Deals.

Four hearts and a club.

Discards the club.  Deals.

A fifth heart.  DING!  Twenty five dollars.

EDDIE
Boom Shaka Lacka!

Prints his receipt.  Steps to the cashier.

EDDIE
That's what I'm talkin' about!
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EXT. CONVENIENCE STORE - DAY

Eddie bounces out of the store.

A black ESCALADE stops in front of him.

Eddie's smile disappears.

The back window rolls down.

HECTOR ROMERO, 20s, clean cut, more like an accountant than 
loan shark, peers at Eddie.

Eddie looks at Hector and then tries to peer through the 
Escalade windows towards his car.  Is Brenda watching?

EDDIE
Hector.  I've been meaning to call.

HECTOR
That's wonderful.  What did you 
plan to tell me?

Brenda steps around the Escalade, Lily in her arms.

BRENDA
Lily has to potty.

Brenda and Hector lock eyes.  

BRENDA
(to Eddie)

I ah... we... won't be long.

Hector watches Brenda hurry away.

Brenda shoots a nervous glance over her shoulder as she 
enters the store with Lilly.

HECTOR
Such a beautiful family.

Eddie is uncharacteristically quiet.

Hector tosses Eddie a small box.  Eddie catches it.

HECTOR
A present, for you.

He stares at it.

HECTOR
Go ahead, open it.
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Eddie opens the box.  Peels away a layer of plastic.  Finds--
a human thumb.

Eddie swallows hard, closes the box.

HECTOR
Let's call this a reminder.

EDDIE
Hector, I got this.  No problem--

HECTOR
You get deeper each day.

EDDIE
I know--

HECTOR
I should have hurt you already.  
You know why I haven't?

Eddie shakes his head.

HECTOR
Ronnie vouched for you.  He and I 
have history.  I'd have to hurt him 
too.  I don't want to do that.

EDDIE
I'll get you your money.

HECTOR
Yes, you will.  By the end of the 
day, Friday.

EDDIE
Piece of cake.

Eddie nods.

HECTOR
If you value yourself, your 
family... Ronnie.  Friday.

The window slides up.  The Escalade pulls forward.

Eddie turns, Brenda and Lily exit the store.  He tosses the 
box in the trash.  Forces a huge smile back onto his face.

Lily jumps into his arms.  Brenda bites her fingernails,  
watches the Escalade drive away.
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INT. CASINO - NIGHT

Eddie wades through the crowd.  Looks for a game.

Passes the cashier window.  From the corner of his eye, 
recognizes Arthur.

Arthur takes his payment, puts it in his left pocket.

EDDIE
Yo, Krusty--

Eddie goes silent mid-sentence as he spots Al Muscles and 
Wonder Boy at a craps table.  He ducks out of view, looks 
back at the teller window.  No Arthur.

Eddies scans the casino for Arthur.  Catches sight of him 
just as he leaves the casino.  Eddie hurries to the door.

EXT. PARKING LOT - NIGHT

Eddie runs to his car as Arthur gets into his vehicle.

INT. EDDIE'S BEATER - NIGHT

Eddie follows Arthur.

EXT. NEW CASINO - LATER

Arthur pulls into another casino parking lot.

INT. EDDIE'S BEATER - SAME

Eddie parks.  Watches Arthur enter.

EDDIE
(quietly)

You're kidding me.

INT. NEW CASINO - NIGHT

Locals.  Low limits.  Anti Vegas glitz.

Eddies steps to the bar.  Spots Arthur at a poker machine.

EDDIE
This shithole's still open?

(to the bartender)
Gin and tonic.
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Eddie spins around on his bar stool.  Watches Arthur play.  
Talks to no one in particular.

EDDIE
Homey doesn't look like he's having 
any fun.

Arthur deals, discards, deals again with no emotion.

A woman struts passed Eddie, draws his attention.

EDDIE
That's right chica, me love you 
long time.

Eddie turns back and Arthur has won.

EDDIE
Damn.  He's good tho'.

Arthur chooses more games.

EDDIE
Look at him.  Bet it all fool!

Arthur puts more money into the machine.  Looks around.  Hits 
cancel.  The screen goes back to his winning hand.  Arthur 
bets the max.

DING!  Eight hundred dollar winner.

EDDIE
Bam!  Wait, how'd he do that?

(yells to Arthur)
Yo, how'd you do that?

(to himself)
I got it down but, damn, wish I 
could see it again.

Shall we see that win again?

SERIES OF SHOTS - ARTHUR'S WINNING HAND

A)  Arthur chooses a BIG HITTER machine

B)  Arthur bets the smallest amount

C)  Arthur wins a hand 

D)  Arthur taps MORE GAMES

E)  Arthur puts more cash into the machine

F)  Arthur hits cancel  
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G)  The screen returns to his winning hand

H)  Arthur bets the max

I)  The new win total - $800

Eddie watches Arthur print his receipt and walk to the--

TELLER WINDOW

Eddie steps in line behind Arthur as Arthur cashes out.

Arthur turns, bumps into Eddie.

ARTHUR
Sorry.

EDDIE
No prob.

(fake smile)
I know you.

Arthur tries to hide that he knows Eddie too.

ARTHUR
Don't think so.

Arthur steps around Eddie.

EDDIE
Oh.  My bad!

Arthur hustles away from Eddie to the exit.  Looks over his 
shoulder before he leaves.

Eddie stands near the tellers, smiles at him.

INT. ARTHUR'S CAR - NIGHT

Arthur drives, continually checks his mirrors.

ARTHUR
That was stupid.

EXT. ARTHUR'S CAR - DINER - NIGHT

Arthur gets out of his car.  Walks towards the entrance.  
Looks around, paranoid.
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INT. DINER - NIGHT

Sips on coffee.  Continually scans the diner for Eddie.

Checks his watch.  Content, Arthur stands.  Drops a dollar on 
the counter.

INT. APARTMENT - NIGHT

Arthur steps into his apartment.  Closes the door.  Locks it.  
Checks it several times.

Breathes a sigh of relief.

A cheesy knock on the door.

Arthur freezes.  Then shrugs his shoulders.  Defeated.  Opens 
the door.  Eddie beams at him.

EDDIE
My guardian angel.

INT. EDDIE'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NIGHT

Brenda paces, phone in her hand.  Stops, takes a gulp of 
wine.  Dials.

INT. RONNIE'S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - SAME

Ronnie sits with his feet up on the couch.  Beer in hand.  
Chips in his lap.  He looks at his phone as it rings.

INTERCUT - TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

RONNIE
Brenda.  To what do I owe--

BRENDA
Is he in trouble?

RONNIE
(stalls)

I'm fine.  And you?

BRENDA
Are you in on it again? 

RONNIE
What?  No.
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BRENDA
Don't lie to me.

RONNIE
Why would I--

BRENDA
Ronnie!

Ronnie debates.

RONNIE
Mom always said he was like a cat. 
He lands on his feet.

BRENDA
But Ronnie--

RONNIE
Always.

BRENDA
Thanks for nothing.

INT. APARTMENT - NIGHT

Arthur slams the door.

EDDIE (O.S.)
Come on, don't be like that!  Can't 
a man show a little appreciation?

Arthur waits.

EDDIE (O.S.)
Maybe one of your neighbors wants 
to come out and play.

(Eddie fake echoes)
Hello.  Anybody home?

Arthur opens the door.  Looks up and down the hallway.

Eddie strolls in, looks around.

Grabs the picture Arthur looks at before he leaves each day.  
Looks at it.  Eyes light up.  He mouths "wow" at Arthur.

Sets it down, face down.

Arthur carefully places the picture back where it was.

Eddie walks into the --
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LIVING ROOM

EDDIE
Got anything to drink?

Arthur shakes his head.

EDDIE
A little something to nosh on?

Eddie's phone rings in his pocket with a gaudy ringtone (such 
as “I’m Sexy and I Know It”).

He shrugs at Arthur, answers.

EDDIE
Yes, ma’am?

BRENDA (V.O.)
Are you in trouble?

ARTHUR
Anyone ever tell you you’re like a 
rash?

EDDIE
(to Arthur)

Good one, Krusty.  You know what a 
rash needs?  A good scratch.  
Speaking of scratch...

(To Brenda)
Can we not do this right now?

BRENDA (V.O.)
Why?

EDDIE
(sheepish smile)

I love you too.

BRENDA (V.O.)
Don't you hang up on me!

Eddie hangs up, looks around some more.

EDDIE
...what do you spend your money on?  
Certainly not that car.  And all 
this shit is cheap.

ARTHUR
What makes you think I have money?
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EDDIE
I'm on to you.  And I could use a 
few winning hands myself.

ARTHUR
With that black cloud as your 
shadow?

EDDIE
You're gonna make it rain for me.

ARTHUR
Out!

EDDIE
I watched you roll out of two 
casinos tonight, old man.  Probably 
two grand in your pocket.

Arthur tries to hide his surprise.

EDDIE
I don't need you.  I know your 
system.

ARTHUR
Then why come here?

EDDIE
To truly say thanks.  Plus, you 
look like you need a friend.

ARTHUR
I don't need anyone.

Arthur ushers Eddie to the door.

EDDIE
Whatever, Scrooge.

Arthur slams the door.  Looks at the picture with disgust.

INT. EDDIE'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NIGHT

Eddie eases into the darkened room.  The light clicks on.  
Brenda glares at him.

EDDIE
You're up?

BRENDA
What's the deal?
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EDDIE
Nothing.

BRENDA
Don't give me that shit.

EDDIE
Really, nothing I can't handle. 

BRENDA
(sighs)

Will you ever grow up?  How much?

EDDIE
Just a little loan...

BRENDA
How much?!

EDDIE
I'm on it.

Brenda glares more intently.

EDDIE
Thirty grand.

BRENDA
Thirty grand?  By when?

EDDIE
Friday.

BRENDA
Jesus, Eddie!

Brenda paces.  Bites her nails.

EDDIE
I have a plan.

BRENDA
(explodes)

You have a plan?  You?  By Friday?

Eddie shakes his head.

BRENDA
Ask for more time.  

EDDIE
I can't.
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BRENDA
Then I'll do it.  Call him.

EDDIE
No!

(pleads)
I screwed up.  I know it.  I won't 
let anything happen to you.  Or 
Lily.  Believe me.

(quietly)
I'm know I'm not the best husband.  
I'm sorry.  I'm trying.

(whimpers)
I'll fix it.  I have a plan.  Let 
me fix it.

Brenda stares at him for a long time.  Then, seems to agree.

EXT. GROCERY STORE - DAY

Eddie parks in a handicapped spot.  Limps from the car.

INT. GROCERY STORE - CONTINUOUS

Eddie beelines for a row of poker machines in the lobby.

EDDIE
Who needs that old fool.

Eddie pulls a twenty from his pocket.  Feeds it into a 
generic video poker machine.

Small bet.  Deals.

Mimes that he holds a rifle.  Points it at the machine.

EDDIE
Click.  Click.

The cards stop.

EDDIE
Boom!

Nothing.  Ace high.  Discards four.  Deals.

EDDIE
(quieter)

Boom?

Busted.  Another small bet.  Deals.



33.

Pair of jacks.

EDDIE
Better than a Hallelujah.

Eddie discards three.  Deals.

Still a pair of jacks.  Pulls another bill from his pocket.

Eddie mimics Arthur.  Looks around.

EDDIE
Work that magic--

Hector and a young boy, 10, hold grocery bags.  Stare at him.

HECTOR
Is this a good use of your time, 
Mr. Morris?

Eddie pockets his money.  Smiles at the boy, looks to Hector.

EDDIE
Please call me Eddie.  Just killing 
time while my wife picks up a few 
things.  Woman things.

HECTOR
Carlo, this is... Eddie.  A 
business associate of mine.

Carlo reaches out his hand.

CARLO
Pleased to meet you.

Eddie shakes it.

EDDIE
Right back at ya little man!

Eddie puts his finger on Carlo's shirt.

EDDIE
You got something on your shirt.

Carlo looks down, Eddie flicks his nose.

Surprised, Carlo looks at Eddie.  Eddie grins at Carlo.

EDDIE
That one gets 'em every time.  It's 
your joke now.
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CARLO
Cool!

HECTOR
Don't forget our timeline, Eddie.

Eddie pulls out his phone.  Pretends to answer.

EDDIE
Babe!  Sure, you bet.  Aisle three.

Eddie pockets his phone.

EDDIE
Duty calls.  I best hop to it.

(fist bumps Carlo)
Little man!

(to Hector)
We'll talk.

Eddie walks away but looks over his shoulder.

Carlo points to Hector's shirt.  Hector looks down.  Carlo 
flicks his nose.  They both laugh, walk out of the store.

Eddie let's out a sigh of relief.  Steps back to his machine.

Chooses more games.

Puts another bill in it.

Hits cancel.  The screen goes back to his winning hand.

EDDIE
Who's your daddy now, Hector!

Bets the max just like Arthur did.  It doesn't work.

EDDIE
What the...?

Tries again.  Nothing.  Eddie punches the machine.

EXT. GROCERY STORE - DAY

An orange Charger idles loudly in front of the store. 

HECTOR
Go.  I'll be right there.

Hector watches as MAL EUTA, 30s, Hetor's bodyguard and a 
Samoan mountain of a man, opens the rear door for Carlo.
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Hector steps to the Charger.  The window slides down.  A 
cloud of smoke escapes the open window.  

HECTOR
That stuff makes you weak.  You 
take care of that thing?

AL MUSCLES
Sort of.

Al Muscles nods towards the trunk.  

HECTOR
He didn't pay?

WONDER BOY
Would the prick be in the trunk?

(off Hector's look)
Sorry, boss.

HECTOR
Bring him to the warehouse.  I'll 
be there shortly.

AL MUSCLES
You got it.

The Charger roars away.  Hector shakes his head at those two.  

INT. APARTMENT - DAY 

Arthur opens his front door to find Eddie in mid knock.

INT. HALLWAY - SAME

Eddie breaks out the salesman smile.

EDDIE
Cream puff?

Arthur steps into the hallway.  Turns.  Locks his door.  
Checks it twice.

Tries to step around Eddie.  Eddie steps in front of him.

EDDIE
Surely you want a donut.

Arthur unlocks Mrs. Reed's door.  Knocks.  Enters.
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EDDIE
You got a lady in there?  Careful 
'bout shitting where you eat.

INT. HALLWAY - LATER

Eddie sits on the floor, donuts next to him.

Arthur exits Mrs. Reed's apartment. 

ARTHUR
Never know when to leave, do you?

Eddie jumps up.  Thrusts his right hand at Arthur.

EDDIE
Let's try this again.  Eddie.

Arthur doesn't acknowledge him.  Steps around him.

EDDIE
Come on, I'm trying here.

Eddie watches Arthur walk away.  Calls out.

EDDIE
I'll bring breakfast burritos next 
time, yo!

Eddie steps to Mrs. Reed's door.  Knocks.  

The door cracks open a bit.  Mrs. Reed peers out at Eddie.

Eddie smiles with puppy dog eyes.  She opens the door wider.

EDDIE
Sorry to bother you ma'am.  I was 
hoping to catch...

He points to Arthur's door.

MRS. REED
Arthur?

EDDIE
Yes, Arthur.  Artie.

MRS. REED
Artie?

Mrs. Reed tenses up.  Rolls back, closes the door.

Eddie sticks his foot in the way, stops it.
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MRS. REED
You're no friend.  No one calls him 
that.  

Eddie pulls his foot back.  Mrs. Reed slams the door.

MRS. REED (O.S.)
I'll call the cops!

EDDIE
(to himself)

Pleased to meet you, Arthur.

INT. EDDIE'S BEATER - DAY

Eddie sits in his car, watches Arthur walk into a bank.

EDDIE
That little old lady moves faster 
than him.  Stop here, stop there.

INT. EDDIE'S BEATER - LATER

Eddie watches Arthur walk into a hole-in-the-wall restaurant.

EDDIE
What the hell?

INT. RESTAURANT - DAY

Eddie plops down at the machine next to Arthur.

EDDIE
How's the food, Artie?

It takes a second, but Arthur realizes Eddie knows his name.  

ARTHUR
What did you say?

EDDIE
I said, how is the food?

Arthur and Eddie stare at each other.  Neither blinks.  

EDDIE
Artie.

Arthur watches as Eddie puts cash in his machine.
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EDDIE
Let's be friends.

Eddie deals.  

EDDIE
Get loose!

They stop.

EDDIE
Mellow.

Eddie discards.

EDDIE
Knocked out.

Deals again.  Busts.

EDDIE
So, you like this game?

Arthur tries to ignore him.  Balls his fists.

EDDIE
It's missing something for me.  
What is it?  Hmmm.

Eddie leans in close to Arthur.

EDDIE
Action.

Arthur stares at his hands.  

ARTHUR
What do you want?

EDDIE
To say thanks.  Be buds.  Hang.

Arthur's knuckles are white.

EDDIE
Help each other out.

ARTHUR
I don't need your help.

EDDIE
Hey, no offense, but you got a 
woman in your life?  Other than the 
crypt keeper, I mean.
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Arthur snaps, grabs Eddie by the lapels, if he had lapels.

EDDIE
What?  I said no offense!

Arthur loosens his grip.  Turns back to his machine.

Silence between them.  Arthur deals.

Eddie turns back to his machine.  Watches Arthur from the 
corner of his eye.

Arthur pulls four spades and a heart.

Discards the heart.  Deals.

Pulls a spade.  Eddie cries out.

EDDIE
Boom!

It rattles Arthur.

Eddie leans in, lowers his voice.  Spy-like.

EDDIE
Do your trick.

Arthur looks at Eddie.  Wide eyed.  Eddie winks at him.

Arthur scans the room.  Cashes out.  Hops out of his seat.

EDDIE
Come on, do it!

Arthur hurries away.

Eddie cashes out.  Yells to Arthur.

EDDIE
Do your trick!

Arthur pretends he didn't hear Eddie.  Rushes to the bar.  
Hands the bartender his slip.

Eddie follows.  Won't let him get far.

EDDIE
(yells)

Yo, king of video poker.  Do your 
trick!

Arthur strides to the door.
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EDDIE
Yo, homeys in the house.  Bow down 
to King Artie!

Arthur stops, turns back to Eddie.

EDDIE
He can win at will.

(points at betters)
He owns you.  And you.  And you.

(points at the bartender)
And most importantly, you!

Arthur glares at Eddie.  Nods.  Steps through the door.

EXT. RESTAURANT - DAY

Eddie bops through the door.  Arthur lunges at Eddie.  Bends 
him over a car.

EDDIE
This is why you ain't got no 
homeys.

ARTHUR
You use my name?

EDDIE
You're pretty quick for a geezer.

ARTHUR
Share my business?

EDDIE
And strong too.

ARTHUR
I should have let them whack you.

EDDIE
I wanna be like you when I grow up.

Arthur lets go.  Is that it?  Eddie reminds him of himself?  
Young and dumb Arthur?

EDDIE
That's gonna have to be the last 
time you do that, partner.

ARTHUR
What makes you think I need a 
partner?
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Eddie mimes a cat licking his paw.

EDDIE
Soon you'll be the cat lady.

ARTHUR
Stay away from her--

EDDIE
You kidding me?  What would I do?

ARTHUR
Then what?

EDDIE
We pal around.  You need that, and 
I need a streak.  

ARTHUR
For what?

EDDIE
My business.

ARTHUR
And if I don't?

EDDIE
Then you should be prepared for an 
encore of today's performance.

Arthur turns, walks away.

EDDIE
See you soon.  Artie!

INT. WAREHOUSE - DAY

Large, barren room.  Dimly lit.

TED WARREN, 30s, bloody face and clothes, ziptied to a chair.

WONDER BOY
Too late for your shit.

Al Muscles and Wonder Boy take turns, punch Ted in the face.  

HECTOR (O.S.)
He's right, you know.

TED
Hector?!  Get your monkeys off me.
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HECTOR
You're long overdue.  Far too long.

TED
I'm good for it. You know I am.

HECTOR
Then why are we here?

Hector looks at Al Muscles and Wonder Boy.  Wonder Boy nods.

HECTOR
Come see me after.

Hector turns, walks away.

TED
No, no.  Hector?

Wonder Boy fires over and over.  Empties his gun into Ted.

EXT. WAREHOUSE - PARKING LOT - CONTINUOUS

Al Muscles and Wonder Boy look at Hector's phone.

ON SCREEN

Eddie in his tracksuit with a pile of chips in front of him.  

HECTOR
Goes by Eddie Gatos.

They light up when they see Eddie's photo.  

HECTOR
Stay on him, but do nothing until I 
give the word.

AL MUSCLES
You got it, boss.

WONDER BOY
That bitch is mine.

INT. EDDIE'S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Eddie bursts into the house, takeout and wine in hand.

EDDIE
Who wants chicken nuggets?

Lily races into the room.   

LILY
I do.



43.

EDDIE
Would both of my gals like a treat?

Brenda saunters in slowly.  Says nothing.  

EDDIE
Princess Lily.  Who is Pooh's 
friend that mopes around and 
worries?

(imitates Eeyore)
And talks like this.

LILY
Eeyore!

EDDIE
And who's the one that bounces 
around on his tail.  All happy?

LILY
Tigger!

EDDIE
And does Pooh always have a happy 
ending in the Thousand Acre Woods?

LILY
Yes, Pooh gets some honey.

Brenda points Lily towards the kitchen.

BRENDA
At the table, please.  

Lily runs from the room.  Brenda takes the wine from Eddie.

BRENDA
Did Pooh get some honey?

EDDIE
In motion.

BRENDA
So that's a no.  I'm going to need 
you to watch Lily tomorrow.

EDDIE
What?

BRENDA
Not long.  An hour or two.  

EDDIE
And do what exactly?
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BRENDA
I don't know, Pooh whisperer.  
Figure it out.

EDDIE
You know I need to get busy--

BRENDA
Go somewhere and bounce around.

INT. EDDIE'S BEATER - DAY

Eddie watches Arthur exit a different bank.

EDDIE
Another one?  Dude is a ninja.

EXT. CASINO - PARKING LOT - DAY

Arthur locks his car.  Walks towards the casino doors.

Hears Eddie's gaudy ringtone.  Sighs and freezes. 

EXT. EDDIE'S BEATER - SAME

Eddie's ringtone plays.  He fumbles, drops his phone.  Picks 
it up.  Turns his back to Arthur.

EDDIE
Babe?

BRENDA (V.O.)
Where are you?

Eddie glances Arthur's way but he's gone.

EDDIE
Making things happen.

BRENDA (V.O.)
You on your way?

(based on Eddie's silence)
Eddie?!

EDDIE
I don't have time to babysit.

BRENDA (V.O.)
Babysit?  It's called parenting.

Eddie scans for Arthur.
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BRENDA (V.O.)
Jesus, Eddie.  I'll make it simple 
for you, meet us at the park.  Or 
don't come home at all.

INT. ARTHUR'S CAR - PARK - DAY

Arthur watches Lily jump into Eddie's arms.  Brenda arrives.  
Eddie goes to kiss her.  She turns her head.

ARTHUR
Ouch.

EXT. PARK - SAME

Brenda steps away from Eddie.

EDDIE
Wait, you're leaving?

Lily hops onto a swing.

EDDIE
When will you be back?

Brenda says nothing.  Walks away.  

Eddie steps to the swing.  Pushes Lily.  Checks his watch.

EXT. ARTHUR'S CAR - LATER

Arthur leans against his hood as Eddie waits for Lily to come 
down a slide.  Watches.

EXT. PARK - SAME

Lily poses.

LILY
Take my picture Daddy.

Eddie takes out his phone but doesn't take his eyes off her.

EDDIE
Be careful Princess.  Please.

Eddie takes a quick pic.  Lily launches herself down the 
slide.  Eddie takes pics of her all the way.  She lands and 
tumbles into Eddie.  They roll in the grass.  Giggle.
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LILY
I like it when you play with me.

EDDIE
Me too, Princess.

LILY
Can I see?

EDDIE
Go get some water.  Daddy needs to 
make a call.

EXT. ARTHUR'S CAR - PARK - SAME

Arthur watches.  Smiles.  Gets a little misty-eyed.  Sees 
them walk towards him.  Ducks into his car.

INT. RONNIE'S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Ronnie stares at the ceiling.

RONNIE
Thirty grand?  By Friday?

BRENDA
Still think he lands on his feet?

RONNIE
I didn't know it was this bad.

Ronnie's phone rings.  He looks at it, looks at Brenda.

RONNIE
Hey?

EDDIE (V.O.)
Help me out?  Brenda has me 
babysitting--

RONNIE
Now is not a good time.

BRENDA
Is that him?

EDDIE (O.S.)
And I need to get busy.  Can you 
watch Lily for me?

Brenda rips the phone from Ronnie's ear.
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BRENDA
You can't watch her for one hour?

EDDIE (V.O.)
Babe?  What're you doing...  I was 
just inviting Ronnie to join us for 
ice cream.

Brenda hits end.

BRENDA
Can you get him more time?

Ronnie shakes his head, unsure.

EXT. ICE CREAM PARLOR - DAY

Arthur looks through the window.

Eddie has a cherry on his nose.  Lily's face covered in 
chocolate.  They laugh, take selfies.

INT. ICE CREAM PARLOR - SAME

Eddie's phone rings.  Brenda pops on screen.

LILY
Guess where we are!

BRENDA
Is that you, Lily?  My goodness.

LILY
Do you want some chocolate too?

BRENDA
I'll come get you.

EDDIE
Yes, join us.

BRENDA
I... don't think so.

LILY
Please?

EDDIE
Yes.  Please.  Put a cherry on top 
of this wonderful day.

Brenda double takes at Eddie's sincerity.
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BRENDA
Okay.  You know what to get me?

EXT. ICE CREAM PARLOR - LATER

Arthur watches Eddie and Lily but seems more lost in space.  

Stressed Brenda arrives at the door, gets his attention.  She 
collects herself, puts on a smile and enters.

Arthur watches her sit with Eddie and Lily.

EXT. ICE CREAM PARLOR - SAME

Eddie rises.

EDDIE
I really should get working on--

BRENDA
Yes.  You should.

EDDIE
(surprised)

Well... then... okay.
(kisses Lily)

Thank you for a wonderful date my 
pretty princess.

He leans to kiss Brenda.  He smiles as she lets him.

BRENDA
Get to work.

INT. ARTHUR'S CAR - LATER

Arthur watches Eddie walk into a casino.  

INT. CASINO - CONTINUOUS

Arthur scans the casino for Eddie as he heads for the video 
poker machines.

Picks a random machine.  Puts money into it.  Places the 
lowest bet.

EDDIE (O.S.)
Howdy partner.

Arthur deals a hand.  Ace high.  Discards four.  Deals again.
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ARTHUR
(feigns irritation)

The rash returns, my own personal 
cooler.

Busts.

ARTHUR
And so goes my luck.

Arthur cashes out.

EDDIE
You give our last conversation any 
more consideration?

ARTHUR
Look at you, Mr. Fancy Pants.  Ten 
dollar words... yo.

Arthur steps around Eddie.  Eddie follows.

EDDIE
Do we really need to do this.  Do I 
really call you out?

ARTHUR
Look around.  Will anyone notice?

(Eddie scans the room)
It's not a rinky dink bar.  Go 
ahead.  Shout it out.

Arthur hurries away.  Eddie's mind races as he follows.

EDDIE
All right.  Okay.  I was wrong.

Arthur slows his pace.  Eddie catches up.

ARTHUR
I'm listening.

Eddie lets his guard down.

EDDIE
I need help.  I need--

A machine goes off.  It grabs their attention.  The winner 
dances as coins spurt from the machine.

EDDIE
That's what I'm talkin' about!
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ARTHUR
You need?

EDDIE
That!  Plain and simple.  

ARTHUR
Fine.  Good luck with that.

EDDIE
What do I need to do for you to go 
along?  What can I give you?  

ARTHUR
No one can give me what I want.

Arthur drifts away.

ARTHUR
Because no one can undo what I did.

Arthur looks at Eddie.  Debates.

ARTHUR
How much do you owe?

EDDIE
Again, my biz.

ARTHUR
Maybe you should cut the shit if 
you want me to help you.

Eddie perks up.  Realizes what he just heard.

ARTHUR
If we do this, you do it my way.

EDDIE
Sure, but maybe with a little 
more... flavor.

ARTHUR
You rein it in.

EDDIE
Absolutely.

ARTHUR
We stay under the radar.

EDDIE
Now we're cooking with gas.
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Arthur pulls out his phone.

ARTHUR
Give me your number.  I'll text you 
when and where.   

EDDIE
Why not right now?

Arthur shakes his head.

ARTHUR
Tomorrow.  My way.

EDDIE
For reals?   

ARTHUR
For real.

Eddie grabs Arthur's phone, plugs in his number.  Arthur 
looks at the screen.

ARTHUR
What kind of name is Gatos?

EDDIE
The winning kind.

INT. EDDIE'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY 

Lily stands by the bed.  Tugs on Brenda's pajama sleeve.

LILY
Mommy.  I'm hungry.

Brenda rises slowly, tickles Lily.  Steps to the window, 
throws open the curtains.

BRENDA
Hibernation is over, Papa Bear.

Eddie opens his eyes.  Sees Lily.  Rolls over.  Fake snores.

BRENDA
Looks like someone needs a little 
help waking up.

Lily leans close to Eddie's ear.

LILY
(whispers)

Papa Bear, Pooh Bear is hungry.
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Eddie springs up, roars.  Scoops Lily up onto the bed.

EDDIE
Papa Bear is hungry too, for little 
girls.

Eddie squeezes Lily, zerberts her.

Lily giggles, zerberts Eddie back.  Eddie laughs.

EDDIE
Let's feed princess and the Pooh.

Eddie's phone buzzes on the nightstand.  Eddie checks it.  
Eyes light up.

EDDIE
(to Brenda)

Oops, duty calls.
(to Lily)

May I have a rain check?

LILY
What's a rain check?

Brenda eyes Eddie warily.

BRENDA
It means we're on our own for 
breakfast.  Come on.

Brenda lifts Lily, looks back at Eddie.

EDDIE
(softens)

This will solve everything.

EXT. EDDIE'S HOUSE - DAY

The orange Charger idles a few houses down the street.

INT. DINER - DAY

Arthur sits at a booth.  Watches the door.  Checks his watch.

Picks up his spoon.  Stirs his coffee.

Dries his spoon.  Sets it exactly back in place.

A BELL jingles at the door.

ENTRANCE



53.

Eddie stands at the door, dressed like a nerd.  Glasses.  
Suspenders and high waters.  Shirt sticking through his fly.

Straight up Urkle with a shit eating grin.

EDDIE
(Urkle voice)

Excuse me, sir.  I'm looking for my 
friend.

BOOTH

Arthur looks up.  Sees Eddie.  Throws his napkin.

Hops out of the booth.  Flings a few dollars on the table.

EDDIE
Whoa, pardner!

Arthur tries to step around him.  Eddie stops him.

EDDIE
'Sup?

Arthur glares at him.

EDDIE
You said to rein it in.

ARTHUR
If you're not going to take this 
seriously--

EDDIE
Just messin' with you.  Loosen up.

Eddie takes off the glasses.  De-nerdifies himself.

Arthur waits.  Stoic.

EDDIE
A gnat couldn't fly up your ass.

Arthur smirks.  Relents.

Eddie looks around, spots a WAITRESS.

EDDIE
Yo, sugar lips.  Get this man 
another round.  On me.

(to Arthur, sincerely)
Sit down.  All right?

Arthur and Eddie settle into the booth.
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SANDY, 20s, with a nametag full of hand-drawn hearts, steps 
to the booth with a cheerful smile.  Fills Arthur's cup.

SANDY
What can I get you, big spender?

EDDIE
Sandy, Sandy, Sandy.  You make my 
beard grow.

Eddie looks to Arthur.  Arthur looks away, disbelief.

EDDIE
(sheepishly)

Coffee, hun.  Thanks.

Sandy departs.

ARTHUR
Do you ever stop?

EDDIE
That?  It's just talk.  Only one 
gal for me, Artie.  I know where my 
bread is buttered.

Arthur softens a bit.

EDDIE
So, you gonna tell me how you found 
that trick?

Arthur tightens back up.

Eddie waits for Arthur, Arthur waits for Eddie.

EDDIE
Nevermind.  Come on.  Help me.

Eddie peels away his cocky mask.

EDDIE
I need this.

INT. CASINO - DAY

Arthur walks and talks.  Eddie follows him like a puppy.

ARTHUR
Understated.  In everything.

EDDIE
Got it.
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ARTHUR
Dress.  Talk.  No attitude.

EDDIE
Duly noted.

ARTHUR
No one notices you.  No one sees 
you.  No one cares about you.

EDDIE
I'm a ghost.

INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - CONTINUOUS

Arthur stops at the poker machines.  Scans them.

EDDIE
I gotta ask, why poker?

Arthur doesn't answer.  Concentrates on the machines.

EDDIE
I'm sure it's a skill, but 
boring...

Arthur still doesn't look at Eddie.

ARTHUR
Look around.  Any pit bosses 
lurking?

Eddie looks around.

ARTHUR
Anyone watching your every move?

Eddies shakes his head.

ARTHUR
What do you see?

EDDIE
A bunch of old farts, shitting away 
their social security, one pull at 
a time.

ARTHUR
Exactly.  No one cares about them.  
Not waitresses, bosses.  Nor the 
eye in the sky.

Eddies searches for cameras.
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Arthur looks at Eddie.

ARTHUR
Really?  You're going to look for 
the cameras?

EDDIE
Sorry.

ARTHUR
We're like Navy seals.  Get in 
under a cloak of darkness, do our 
business, get out.

Eddie barks like a seal.  Arthur glares at him.  Eddie stops.

ARTHUR
Small wins.  Cash out.  On to the 
next one.

EDDIE
But I need--

ARTHUR
Small wins.  Cash out.  On to the 
next one.

Arthur steps away from Eddie.  Eddie hurries to catch up.

POKER MACHINE

Arthur sits at a machine.  Eddie stands behind him.

ARTHUR
Don't stand there like a fool.

Eddie sits at the machine next to Arthur.

ARTHUR
Go one more away.  Puts some cash 
in.  Pretend to look at the screen.

Eddie does as told.

ARTHUR
You want a Big Hitter machine.

EDDIE
Big Hitter?

ARTHUR
They're everywhere, like Starbucks.  
Are you sitting at a one right now?
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EDDIE
No.

He rises.

ARTHUR
Sit down.  Next time, notice.

Arthur puts cash in the machine.  Bets.

ARTHUR
Smallest wager you can.

EDDIE
But--

ARTHUR
Smallest wager.

Eddie bets.

EDDIE
Now what?

ARTHUR
Win a hand?

Eddie looks around.

EDDIE
I'm hungry.

ARTHUR
(clenched teeth)

Win a hand.

Eddie deals.  Arthur deals and settles in.

INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - LATER

Eddie, busted, sprawls in his seat like a bored teenager.

Arthur's machine DINGS!

ARTHUR
All right.  Here we go.

Eddie snorts, perks up.  Looks at Arthur's win.

EDDIE
Four twos.  What?  No celebration?

Arthur ignores him.
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EDDIE
Not even a little boo yea?!

ARTHUR
Understated, remember?

EDDIE
Twenty five dollars.  At this rate, 
I'll be dead in--

ARTHUR
Here's why a Big Hitter machine.

EDDIE
--a ditch somewhere.  Come on, work 
your magic.  Turn water to wine.

Arthur nonchalantly looks around.  Hits MORE GAMES.  Puts 
more money into the machine.

Hits cancel and the screen goes back to his winning hand.  

Bets the max.  Hits cash out.

DING!  His payout now shows two hundred fifty dollars.

Eddie's eyes light up.

EDDIE
Jesus.

Arthur smiles proudly, for a change.

ARTHUR
That's right, my son.

EDDIE
(to himself)

Was it a Big Hitter?
(to Arthur)

And you can perform this miracle--? 

ARTHUR
As much as I want.

EDDIE
Forget the chump change, let's--

ARTHUR
Understated.  Plus, anything over 
twelve hundred bucks, the casino 
gives you an IRS statement.
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EDDIE
Do it again!

Arthur cashes out.

ARTHUR
Come on.  Let's get some seafood.

INT. SEAFOOD DIVE - DAY

Arthur chomps on a fish taco while Eddie plays.

ARTHUR
You're a bad influence.  I never 
spend while I play.

Eddie hits a full house.  Fights to contain himself.

EDDIE
(mouths)

Bing.

ARTHUR
Nice.  Now, do it.

Eddie nonchalantly looks around.  Hits MORE GAMES.  Puts more 
money into the machine.

Hits cancel.  The screen goes back to his winning hand.  He 
bets the max.  Hits cash out.

DING!  His payout now shows one hundred twenty dollars.

ARTHUR
Way to go!

Eddie cashes out.

INT. CHARGER - NIGHT

Al Muscles and Wonder Boy watch Arthur and Eddie in a diner.  
Al has his phone to his ear.

AL MUSCLES
With another dude.

WONDER BOY
Tell the boss I'm bored.

AL MUSCLES
Don't know.   Dude's been with him 
all night.
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WONDER BOY
And hungry.

AL MUSCLES
I'd say they won a little, but the 
joints they hit were--

Al Muscles looks at his phone, Hector hung up on him.  He 
takes it out on Wonder Boy.

AL MUSCLES
Hey!  A little respect?!

INT. DINER - SAME

Mostly empty diner.  Two young lovers make eyes with each 
other.  Drunk college kids belch and laugh loudly.

Eddie fans the cash out over the table.  Snaps a pic.  Posts 
it to Instagram.

ARTHUR
Not bad, huh?

Eddie pockets the money, should be happier.

EDDIE
I 'spose.

ARTHUR
Are you shitting me?

EDDIE
We're gonna run out of machines at 
this rate.

ARTHUR
Ungrateful prick.

EDDIE
Listen, no offense, but I need to 
move the needle.

ARTHUR
Eleven hundred bucks is nothing?

EDDIE
What?  I said no offense.  This 
covers today's interest.

Arthur takes that in.
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ARTHUR
How much?

EDDIE
Thirty.  G's.

ARTHUR
Damn.

EDDIE
Just need to ramp it up, a bit.  
Move a little faster.

Arthur's not listening.  Lost somewhere.

ARTHUR
You don't understand--

EDDIE
Add a little spice--

ARTHUR
I can't go back.

EDDIE
Raise the stakes.  Still your way 
but just a pinch of mine.  Deal?

Arthur comes out of it.

ARTHUR
Thirty G's?

EDDIE
Thirty G's.

EXT. DINER - PARKING LOT - NIGHT

Eddie opens his car door.

Hector's Escalade rolls up next to him.  The back window 
slides down.

HECTOR
You have anything for me?

EDDIE
Hector.  So nice to see you.

Hector waits.

EDDIE
Not yet.
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Hector nods.  Mal exits the vehicle.  Towers over Eddie.

HECTOR
I don't think I trust you.

Mal steps to Eddie.

EDDIE
I mean, I have a little...

Grabs him by the throat.  Lifts him off the ground.  Chokes 
him.  Eddie tries to loosen Mal's grip but can't.

Eddie's fumbles for his pockets.  His eyes roll back in his 
head.  Can't breathe.  Manages to grab some cash.  Drops it.

Hector nods.  Mal drops Eddie.  Picks up the cash, counts it.  

EDDIE
(gasps)

I have a plan.

Mal holds up five fingers.

HECTOR
Doesn't seem to be much of a plan.

EDDIE
I'll get you your money.

INT. EDDIE'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Eddie stands in the mirror.  Hawaiian shirt.

EDDIE
He'll have to admit, I look good!

Opens the dresser.

Stuffs what's left of his winnings into a sock.  Balls it up.  
Places it in the back of the drawer.

Turns around to find Brenda, Lily and Pooh.

BRENDA
How did it go?

EDDIE
Okay.  Baby steps.

(to Lily)
How are you my pretty princess?
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BRENDA
What does that mean?

LILY
I'm great, Daddy!  Aren't you going 
to ask Pooh, too?

EDDIE
Hello Pooh.  Have you lost weight?  

BRENDA
Lily, let’s get you some breakfast.

EDDIE
Lily, what did Pooh do when he 
faced that blustery day?

LILY
He stayed inside until the storm 
passed.

EDDIE
You’re smarter than you look, Pooh.

Lily giggles.   

EDDIE
Me and Artie, we got it worked out.

BRENDA
I should just sit here and wait?

LILY
Who's Artie?

EDDIE
My friend.  He's a nice man.

LILY
Can I meet him?

BRENDA
Hope the storm passes?

EDDIE
Maybe someday, he keeps to himself.

LILY
Why does he do that if he's nice?

EDDIE
He doesn't know what he's missing.  
I've got it all.  I'm the King!
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Eddie scoops up Lily.  Hugs her tight.

EDDIE
A beautiful wife.  A magical 
daughter.  One, big, happy family.

LILY
Don't forget Uncle Ronnie.

EDDIE
Right, Uncle Ronnie.  Someday, 
maybe, Artie will realize he needs 
some family too.

Eddie pulls Brenda into the circle.  A family hug.

Eddie looks deep into Brenda's eyes.

EDDIE
(mouths)

All worked out.

INT. DINER - DAY

Eddie plops into Arthur's booth, motions to Sandy.

EDDIE
Sandy, my love.  Bring me something 
hot and steamy as you!

(to Arthur)
So, this is our thing, huh?

Sandy sets a mug in front of Eddie.

SANDY
Here you go, Don Ho.

Arthur frowns at Eddie's shirt.

Eddie winks at Sandy.

EDDIE
Some schmucks punch a clock.  
Others go to an office, make sure 
the boss sees them.

ARTHUR
Your point is?

EDDIE
We have coffee.  It's cute.
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ARTHUR
Unlike your shirt.

EDDIE
So we'll have coffee, then go off a 
win a few dollars.

ARTHUR
What's with it?

EDDIE
Then I'll go home, toss it on the 
bed and roll around in it.

ARTHUR
Screw you.

EDDIE
Let's up the ante.

ARTHUR
We stay understated.

EDDIE
Be a man.  No more of this chop 
suey shit.  Let's win some cash.

ARTHUR
Under the radar.

EDDIE
A little attitude.

(looks at his shirt)
A little flavor.

Arthur throws a few dollars on the table.  Rises.

EDDIE
I know you can pull better cards.  
Bigger hands.

Arthur walks away.  Eddie follows him.

EDDIE
Let's have some fun!

INT. UPSCALE CASINO - DAY

Lights flicker.  Music pounds.  Good looking people mill 
about in finer clothing.

Eddie looks around.  Grins ear to ear.
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EDDIE
This is more like it.

Eddie salivates as the pass the craps tables.

ARTHUR
Nicer shit, same rules.

CASINO ENTRANCE

Al Muscles and Wonder Boy enter.  Watch from a distance.

VIDEO POKER MACHINES

Arthur and Eddie scan the machines.

A hot waitress passes by a few rows over.

EDDIE
Would you look at that?

ARTHUR
Focus, asshole.

EDDIE
Oh.  I am.

Eddie bounces past the waitress, stops at a specific machine.

EDDIE
Someone already did the hard work.

Arthur looks at it.  Four aces.  Two thousand dollars.

ARTHUR
Doesn't matter.

Eddie sits down.

ARTHUR
They already cashed out.

Hits more games.

ARTHUR
Don't waste our time--

EDDIE
Have you tried this?

Arthur mulls it over.
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EDDIE
It's a Big Hitter.  

ARTHUR
It's paid out.

Eddie feeds the machine a few dollars.

EDDIE
You can tell me told you so.

Arthur moves to another machine.  Looks back.

EDDIE
This is how you move the needle.

Eddie hits cancel.  The screen goes back to the original 
screen.  Hits cash out.

DING! Eight thousand dollars.

Arthur's jaw drops.

Eddie springs from his seat.

EDDIE
Boom Shaka Lacka!

ARTHUR
(to himself)

No way... it shouldn't have...

BAR

Al Muscles and Wonder Boy sip drinks, watch Eddie dance.  

AL MUSCLES
We should call the boss.

WONDER BOY
We should jack that fool ourselves.

AL MUSCLES
Dude owes us, but no.  Boss said--

Wonder Boy shows Al Muscles his piece.

WONDER BOY
Who cares?

Al Muscles shakes his head no, watches Eddie.

VIDEO POKER MACHINES
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Eddie stops dancing when a CASINO ATTENDANT, 20s, very 
business-like, appears.

CASINO ATTENDANT
What do we have here?  Eight 
thousand dollars.

ARTHUR
Incredible, I know.

The attendant looks at Eddie sternly, then smiles broadly.

CASINO ATTENDANT
If I was you, I'd be dancing too.

Eddie turns slowly to Arthur and gives him the stink eye - in 
your face old man!

Eddie pulls the voucher from the machine.  Struts away.

EDDIE
How you like this shirt now?

EXT. UPSCALE CASINO - PARKING LOT - DAY

Eddie celebrates like a receiver in the end zone.  He high 
steps.  Dances.  Blows kisses.  Twirls like a little girl. 

Arthur remains stoic.

EDDIE
Live a little!

ARTHUR
You're living enough for the both 
of us.

EDDIE
At least give me a little credit.

ARTHUR
For?

EDDIE
Who figured out a new way with the 
machines?

Arthur reluctantly nods at Eddie.

EDDIE
Who showed you that we can score 
big and the world won't end?
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ARTHUR
(quietly)

You did.

EDDIE
Who walked away with all this cash?  
Didn't blow it once I had it?

ARTHUR
That remains to be seen.

EDDIE
Come on, throw me a bone.  I've 
never walked away before!

ARTHUR
You're a man among men, with 
uncommon valor!

Eddie grabs Arthur, bores deeply into his eyes.

EDDIE
Let's keep it going.

Arthur breaks away.

EDDIE
Tell me that didn't tickle your 
stones!

ARTHUR
That's not my way.  You agreed--

EDDIE
You had fun, admit it.

ARTHUR
That's not the point.  It can't 
last, they'll catch--

EDDIE
Not tonight, they won't!

ARTHUR
--on.  They always do.

EDDIE
A few more scores like this and I'm 
halfway there.

Eddie dances around Arthur again.  Happy.  Silly.

EDDIE
Come on.
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Arthur debates.

EDDIE
Tell me that didn't feel great.  
Tell me you want to feel it again!

ARTHUR
That feeling scares the hell out of 
me!

Eddies stops.  What?

ARTHUR
I was done.  Ready to find a rope 
and a tree.

QUICK FLASHBACK

Frazzled Arthur deals.  Three of a kind.  DING!  Twenty five 
dollar winner.  Finally.

ARTHUR (V.O.)
I needed that.  So badly.  Went to 
cash out but hit more games, by 
accident.

Arthur looks for a way to fix it.  Finds none.

ARTHUR (V.O.)
What a dope!  I had one more dollar 
and thought, maybe, I have one more 
win in me...

Arthur slides the bill into the slot.

ARTHUR (V.O.)
...so I hit cancel and it went back 
to my win.  For some reason...

He bets the max.  Hits cash out.  DING!  The machine shows 
he's a two hundred fifty dollar winner.

ARTHUR (V.O.)
Must be some glitch in the system.  
I hightailed it out before they 
stopped me.  But they didn't...

BACK TO SCENE

ARTHUR
...and they still haven't, because 
I stay under the radar.
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EDDIE
How long ago was that?

ARTHUR
About a year.

Eddie hangs on every word.

ARTHUR
You know this is illegal, right?

Eddie dances again.

ARTHUR
But screw it.  If it gets you out 
of my life faster--

EDDIE
I'll buy you the best steak ever!

ARTHUR
Screw the steak, just stop dancing.

MONTAGE - ARTHUR AND EDDIE CONTINUE THEIR STREAK

-- INT. CASINO #1 - NIGHT -- Arthur watches from a machine 
down the line as Eddie pockets his first win.

-- INT. CASINO #2 - NIGHT -- Arthur sits two machines away, 
cashes out at the same time.

-- INT. CASINO #3 - NIGHT -- Arthur cashes out for nine 
thousand dollars.  Leaves the machine.

Eddie walks over, sits down.  Does the routine.  Lowers the 
bet.  DING!  The machine lights up a six thousand dollar win.

-- INT. CASINO #4 - NIGHT -- Arthur watches from the bar as 
Eddie stuffs a tip down a waitress' top.  She slaps Eddie.  
He grins, turns toward Arthur.

-- INT. CASINO #5 -- NIGHT -- Arthur snatches the voucher 
from Eddie's hand.  Leads him away from the machines and 
won't give it back to Eddie.

END MONTAGE

INT. DINER - NIGHT

Eddie can't sit still.  He looks at his money over and over.  

Leans down to the bag.  Breathes deeply.  Glows.
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ARTHUR
You're starting to freak me out.

EDDIE
That's one night!  Almost there!

Eddie looks at Arthur, who's serene.

EDDIE
How can you just sit there?

Arthur shrugs.

EDDIE
I want to bust through a wall!  
Fight Mike Tyson!  

ARTHUR
Make love to your wife?

(off Eddie's surprise)
Because I've been there.

EDDIE
You were born old and crusty.

ARTHUR
(wistful)

Jessica Lynn.  The greatest gift 
God and the Texas Panhandle ever 
gave the world.

Eddie look says he's not sure he believes him.

ARTHUR
And she was mine.  We were on the 
run of a lifetime.

EDDIE
That's what I'm talking about.

ARTHUR 
Had the finest of everything.  Wore 
the right clothes, went to all the 
right parties.

(sighs)
Then it ended.  They always do.

EDDIE
Been there, bro.

ARTHUR
And she was gone.  Turns out, the 
only thing more phony than her 
chest was her smile.
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Eddie lights up.

EDDIE
That picture?

ARTHUR
My reminder.  Everyday.  To never 
be that man again.

EDDIE
I'd say mission accomplished.

ARTHUR
Not by a long shot.  It was what I 
gave up when I chose her.  My wife 
and child.  You hear me?  You...

(with emphasis)
have it all, don't do what I did.

EXT. DINER - NIGHT

Arthur and Eddie stop at their cars.

EDDIE
Look at that piece of shit.

(to Arthur)
Cool story, tho'.

Arthur opens his door.

EDDIE
So, tomorrow?

ARTHUR
I'm going to need some extra time.  
So many deposits.

Eddie glances at his car again.

EDDIE
Cool beans.  Three?

ARTHUR
Works.

EDDIE
Screw Miss Texas.

Eddie jerks his middle finger up then sideways.

ARTHUR
Her and the horse she rode in on!
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INT. ARTHUR'S CAR - DAY

Arthur grabs an envelope from the pile on the passenger seat.

EXT. BANK - DAY

Arthur's phone rings.  He answers.

EDDIE (O.S.)
I'll meet you at the casino.  Need 
to run a few errands.

ARTHUR
No, come to the diner.  Don't mess 
with a streak.

EDDIE (O.S.)
No can do, bro.  No worries, we got 
this!

ARTHUR
No, don't--

CLICK!

Arthur checks his watch.  Breathes deeply.

INT. EDDIE'S BEATER - SAME

Eddie dials as he drives.  Listens as it rings.

RONNIE (O.S.)
Hello?

EDDIE
Little brother!

RONNIE (O.S.)
(nervous)

Hey.  Where you at?

EDDIE
Making shit happen, you know.

(more serious)
Just want you to know.  That thing?  
Don't worry.  Done deal tonight.

RONNIE (O.S.)
That's cause you're the Cat, right?  
You land on your feet.



75.

EDDIE
Hell, yeah.  I got two, maybe three 
lives left!

RONNIE (O.S.)
Never doubted you for a minute.

INT. RONNIE'S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - SAME

Ronnie hits end.  Looks across the room with a half smile.

Hector sits on the couch with Brenda and Lily next to him.  
Mal stands behind them.

RONNIE
Done deal.

Ronnie nervously bites from a candy bar.

RONNIE
You sure you don't want something 
to eat?

EXT. CASINO - PARKING LOT -  DAY

Arthur leans against his car.  Checks his watch.

A gleaming new sports car roars into the lot.  Steams towards 
him.  Slams to a halt.

Eddie jumps out.  New clothes.  Cheese eating grin.

EDDIE
Amigo!

ARTHUR
What the hell?

EDDIE
What?!  I didn't forget you!

Eddie hands a box to Arthur.

Arthur throws it back in Eddie's face.

EDDIE
There's gratitude for ya!

Eddie steps to Arthur's car.  Pops the trunk.  Throws the box 
in.  Closes it.

Arthur fumes, paces.
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EDDIE
It's just a test drive!

ARTHUR
I'm out!

Arthur jumps in his car.  Starts it.

EDDIE
I got this.  It's under control!

Arthur pulls away.

EDDIE
Come on!  Where you going? 

INT. ARTHUR'S CAR - PARKING LOT - CONTINUOUS

Arthur stares at Eddie in his rearview mirror.  Watches Eddie 
gesture and try to wave him back.

HONK!

Startled, Arthur looks ahead.  He's strayed into the path of 
the Escalade.

Arthur weaves around it.  Comes to a stop sign.  Looks in his 
rearview again.

The Escalade stops next to Eddie.  Mal steps out.

Arthur puts the car in park.  Turns to get a better view.  
Starts to get out, thinks better of it.

ARTHUR
Not my problem anymore.

He puts the car in gear.  Drives off.

EXT. CASINO - PARKING LOT - SAME

Mal stands next to Eddie, admires the car.  

MAL
That's one sweet ride.

EDDIE
Thanks, but it's not mine.

Eddie sees Arthur pull out of the lot.

Hector nods.  Mal grabs Eddie.  Slams his face into the hood.
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HECTOR
Ronnie says not to worry.  This 
tells me he should worry.

Eddie writhes in pain on the ground.

EDDIE
It's a test drive!

Mal takes a step towards him.

EDDIE
No, sorry.  Don't do anything.  
Please.  I'll have your money.

Hector nods for Mal to get back in the Escalade.

EDDIE
Promise.

Hector's window rises.

EDDIE
Hey!

The window slides back down.

EDDIE
How'd you know?

Hector holds up his phone with Eddie's Instagram selfie of 
him in front of the new car.

HECTOR
Seems as though gambling is not 
your only problem.

They pull away.

EDDIE
(quietly)

That's right, get outta my face.
(even quieter)

I'll do this myself.

INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - DAY

Eddie sits down at a machine.  Plugs some money in.  Deals.

Doesn't like his hand.  Discards three cards.  Deals.

Busted.  Ups his bet.  Deals again.
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INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - LATER

Eddie slumps in his seat.  Holds a beer can to his face.

Looks at the game.  Last bet.

Deals.  Three spades.  A diamond.  A heart.

Discards the diamond and heart.  Deals.

Busted.

Eddie downs his drink, scans the room.  Blackjack.  Roulette.  
Baccarat.  Full tables.  Gamblers enjoy themselves.

He looks to the craps table.

Reaches into his pocket.  Does a quick inventory.

Scans for a video poker machine with a winning hand.  
Nothing.  Decision time.  

Heads for the craps table.

INT. CASINO - CRAPS TABLE - CONTINUOUS

Eddie circles the table, looks for a spot.

Feels a hand on his arm.  Arthur turns him.

EDDIE
Artie!

Arthur walks him toward the machines.

EDDIE
I knew you'd come back!

ARTHUR
This isn't about you.

EDDIE
What a great surprise!

ARTHUR
It's about what you owe.  Those you 
care about, what you can lose.

(ouch)
And that face.

EDDIE
We got this!  You got this!
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ARTHUR
The Escalade?

EDDIE
I'm good with Hector after tonight.

ARTHUR
And if you don't--

EDDIE
He'll start with my bro, Ronnie.

Arthur smirks.

ARTHUR
Ronnie Gatos?  Eddie Gatos?  Damn 
cartoon characters!

EDDIE
Morris.

ARTHUR
Who?  Morris?

EDDIE
Eddie Morris.  My last name.

(nods)
I know, not what I told you.

Arthur waits for another wisecrack.

EDDIE
Truth.

(long pause)
I try to be a grown up.  On 
occasion.

Arthur chuckles.

EDDIE
I'm free and clear after tonight.  
And so are you.  I'll buy you that 
steak and then you're done with me.

Arthur quiets.

EDDIE
You know.  Rip and run.  Like the 
old days... last night.

ARTHUR
Deal.
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INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - NIGHT

Arthur and Eddie each choose a machine.

INT. TELLER WINDOW - NIGHT

Eddie flirts with the teller.  Takes his winnings.

BAR

Wonder Boy can barely contain himself.

WONDER BOY
Double dip, bro.  Take his dough 
tonight and he can't pay.  We get 
the word tomorrow and boom!

Al Muscles scowls, doesn't seem so sure.

WONDER BOY
The plan is solid.

EXT. CASINO - PARKING LOT - NIGHT

Eddie tosses Arthur the keys.

EDDIE
Live a little.

Arthur tosses them back.

EDDIE
Do you good to have some power 
between your legs.

Arthur hesitates.

EDDIE
That's my boy!

INT. EDDIE'S NEW CAR - CONTINUOUS

Arthur drives.  It's more power than he's used to, the car 
shoots forward, almost hits the Charger coming towards them.

Arthur and Eddie laugh as they speed away.  The Charger 
squeals to a stop.
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INT. CHARGER - SAME

Al Muscles, in the passenger seat, glares at Wonder Boy.

AL MUSCLES
This is why you don't drive.  

INT. EDDIE'S NEW CAR - NIGHT

Arthur slams to a stop, flushed.  Eddie laughs.

ARTHUR
Whoa!

EDDIE
Told you!

ARTHUR
That... felt--

EDDIE
Yeah, boy!  

EXT. CASINO ENTRANCE - CONTINUOUS

Arthur and Eddie glide towards the door.

Eddie sees a different Arthur.

EDDIE
You call me Miss Texas tonight and 
I'm outtie!

EXT. CASINO - PARKING LOT - SAME

The Charger stops.  Idles.

INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - NIGHT

Arthur sits at a machine.  Feeds it money.  Smiles as he 
settles into his routine.

Eddie chooses a nearby machine, watches Arthur enjoy himself.

INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - LATER

Eddie's machine DINGS!

Arthur looks over from his machine.  Surprised.
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EDDIE
What can I say?  The grasshopper,  
has become, the master.

Eddie follows the steps.  Hits more game.  Feeds more money.  
Looks around.  Clicks cancel and the screen returns to his 
winning hand.  Bets the max.

DING!  Twelve thousand, eight hundred dollars.

Cashes out.

EDDIE
Time for that steak.

Arthur shakes his head.

EDDIE
Some expensive wine?

ARTHUR
Perhaps.

EDDIE
Then get paid quick-like and meet 
me at the bar.

Eddie puts the voucher in his pocket.

INT. CASINO BAR - NIGHT

Al Muscles and Wonder Boy see Eddie walk toward them.  
Disappear to a table in back as Eddie steps to the bar. 

EDDIE
Gin and tonic and a glass of wine 
from your dustiest bottle.

Eddie looks back to Arthur as his machine lights up.

Eddie peals off a hundred for the bartender.

EDDIE
Thank you, my friend.

Takes out his phone.  Texts Brenda - done deal, free and 
clear.  Home soon. 

ARTHUR
You get your cash?

Eddie gives Arthur his drink.
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EDDIE
In a minute.  To you.

Arthur takes the glass.  Stares at it.

EDDIE
Go on.  

Hesitates.

EDDIE
Come on, cowboy, you're not that 
dude anymore.

Takes a small sip.  Smiles.

ARTHUR
To you.

EDDIE
No, to us.

ARTHUR
You're good?

EDDIE
And some.  Might just follow your 
lead and come back on the down low.

Eddie grabs a bar napkin and pen, scribbles Ronnie's address.  

EDDIE
My brother has a cookout every 
Saturday.  Come by.

ARTHUR
I just might.

They sip their drinks in silence.

EDDIE
What d'ya say?  Go out with a bang?

Arthur looks at Eddie.  Eddie looks at the craps table.

EDDIE
I've got a few hundred in my 
pocket.  Maybe we turn it into 
something.

ARTHUR
Maybe we don't.
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EDDIE
Maybe so.  But we walk away when 
it's gone.  I prove I can do it--

ARTHUR
And Miss Texas is gone, forever.

They clink glasses.

INT. CASINO - CRAPS TABLE - NIGHT

Arthur and Eddie settle in with a small pile of chips.

They place their bets.

The dice roll to a stop.  The table cheers.

Pull their winnings back.  Leave a small bet on the table.

INT. CASINO - CRAPS TABLE - LATER

Arthur holds the dice.  His pile is twice as big.

He throws them.  Watches.  His head droops.

ARTHUR
Snake eyes.

EDDIE
French fries.

The dealer hands the dice to Eddie.  He looks at Arthur.

ARTHUR
Go on.

Eddie shakes them.  Flings them.  The table cheers.

EDDIE
Let it roll.

He peeks at Arthur from the corner of his eye.

EDDIE
JK, old man.

They place a small bet.

Eddie throws the dice.  The table groans.

EDDIE
Boom Shaka Lacka!



85.

Arthur and the table look at him.

EDDIE
(smiling)

We outtie, bro!

Eddie smiles at the gal next to him.  Turns to Arthur.

EDDIE
Give me your phone.

Arthur does so, reluctantly.

EDDIE
(to the gal)

Take our picture.

Eddie grabs Arthur, pulls him close.

EDDIE
What?  It's a big deal.  I've never 
walked away before!

They pose.  She snaps a picture and hands back the phone.  
Eddie looks at it.

EDDIE
You actually smiled!  Go figure?

Hands the phone back to Arthur.

EDDIE
Send it to me.

INT. TELLER WINDOW - NIGHT

Arthur and Eddie collect their craps winnings.

INT. FRONT DOOR - NIGHT

Arthur and Eddie exit like the buddies they've become.

EXT. CASINO - PARKING LOT - NIGHT

Eddie stops, turns around.  Hits his palm to his forehead.

EDDIE
We're so busy congratulating 
ourselves on being grown ups...

Eddie touches his back pocket, the voucher.
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Arthur and Eddie turn back to the casino.  

Footsteps race towards them.  

INT. EDDIE'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NIGHT

Brenda looks at her phone.

BRENDA
Where is he?

EXT. DESERT - NIGHT

Quiet except for a lonesome coyote howl.

INT. CHARGER - NIGHT

Wonder Boy hands Al Muscles a gun.  Flicks on a flashlight.

AL MUSCLES
Let's take the cash and dump them.

WONDER BOY
I want to see them literally shit 
their pants.

EXT. CHARGER - CONTINUOUS

Al Muscles pops the trunk.  Arthur and Eddie lie inside.  
Duct taped hands and mouth.

EXT. DESERT - CONTINUOUS

Al Muscles and Wonder Boy prod Arthur and Eddie into the 
darkness.  Only the small beam lights the way.

Eddie stops, mumbles through his duct tape.

Wonder Boy presses his gun into Eddie's back.  Pushes him.

WONDER BOY
Too late for your shit!

AL MUSCLES
Not so funny now, are you clown?
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EXT. DESERT - LATER

Wonder Boy grabs Eddie.

WONDER BOY
Far enough.

They turn Arthur and Eddie to face them.

Eddie mumbles, pleads again.

Al Muscles rips the tape from his mouth.

WONDER BOY
What?!

EDDIE
What're you doing?  It ain't worth 
it?  Just a little, harmless--

Wonder Boy punches Eddie in the gut.  He doubles over.

Al Muscles yanks the tape from Arthur's mouth.

WONDER BOY
Let's hear you beg, too.

ARTHUR
Listen, if it's money you want--

EDDIE
Yeah, we got cash.

Eddie pulls his wallet from his front pocket.  Holds it.

Al Muscles nods to Wonder Boy.  

EDDIE
He had a better night than me...

Eddie steps behind Arthur.

ARTHUR
You rat bastard?!

Eddie tosses his wallet into the dirt in front of Arthur.

Wonder Boy leans down to grab it.  The beam aims down.

Eddie pulls Arthur's stun gun off Arthur's belt.  

Hits Arthur with it.  Arthur convulses, collapses.  Kicks 
Wonder Boy on his way down.
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Wonder Boy freaks, shoots blindly.

Al Muscles fires random shots.

Eddie drops.

Shooting stops.  Dead quiet.

Wonder Boy shines the flashlight down.

Arthur and Eddie.  Motionless.  Covered in blood.

Al Muscles looks at Wonder Boy.  This is bad.  No words 
needed, they turn and leave.

Eddie's phone goes off.  Brenda's picture pops on the screen  
as the gaudy ringtone plays.

INT. HALLWAY - NIGHT

SUPER: PRESENT DAY

Arthur stands in his dirt and blood speckled clothes.  
Fumbles with his keys.

Mrs. Reed's door creaks open a hair.  She peers out.  Opens 
the door fully.  Rolls out.

MRS. REED
Arthur?! My goodness?!  I was so 
worried.  You never miss a day.  

ARTHUR
(gingerly)

I'm sorry--

MRS. REED
I thought maybe you took my advice 
and got laid. 

Mrs. Reed looks him up and down.

MRS. REED
Not likely.

ARTHUR
You're okay?  No one came here?  

MRS. REED
I'm fine, but what about you?  
Should I start to worry again?
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ARTHUR
I'll be by in the morning.

MRS. REED
Make sure to shower first.

Arthur cringes as he smiles.

INT. HALLWAY - DAY

Still bruised and battered, but showered, Arthur closes Mrs. 
Reed's door.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

Arthur walks slowly.  Prays. 

Stops, overcome by the smell.  Sees Eddie.

Arthur falls.  Retches.  Tries to compose himself.

Kneels next to Eddie.  Finds Eddie's last voucher.  Puts it 
in his pocket.

Puts his hand on the dirt to stand.  Touches something.

Clears the dirt, it's his stun gun.

Fights back tears.  Takes one last look at Eddie.  Heads back 
in the direction he came from.

EXT. GAS STATION - DAY

Arthur punches 9-1-1 into the payphone.

ARTHUR
I'd like to report a dead body.

EXT. GAS STATION - CONTINUOUS

Arthur leans on his car.  Watches two police cars approach.  
Lights flash.  Sirens blare.

INT. DIVE BAR - DAY

Eyes red from drink and finding Eddie's body, Arthur sits at 
the bar.  Swirls his drink.

Slams it.  Holds the glass high, requests another.
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Pulls a voucher from his pocket.  Fiddles with it as his 
drink arrives.

The television above the bar shows a news report about Eddie.

Arthur tries not to watch, but can't help himself.

He downs his drink.  Leaves.

INT. CASINO - TELLERS WINDOW - DAY

Arthur watches the teller count out Eddie's winnings.

INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - DAY

Drink in hand, Arthur goes through the motions.

No rhythm.  No pattern.  No fun.

He looks around the casino.  Eyes the craps table.  Looks 
away.  Then back again.

ARTHUR
Screw it.

INT. CASINO - CRAPS TABLE - DAY

Arthur leans over, pulls a chip from his pile.

Dice fly.

Arthur groans with all the others at the table.

Slams his drink.  Looks for a waitress.

INT. CASINO - CRAPS TABLE - LATER

Arthur swirls the ice in his drink, his pile virtually 
depleted.  Places his bet.  Watches the dice roll.

Shakes his head as the dealer gathers his chips.

INT. CASINO - CRAPS TABLE - MUCH LATER

Arthur fingers his last two chips.  Places his bet.

Takes the dice.  Rolls them around.  Over and over.

Flings them.
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Two ones.

The table groans.

BOXMAN
Snake eyes.

Arthur lets loose with a little smile.  A chuckle.

ARTHUR
French fries.

Moves his drink to his mouth.

WONDER BOY (O.S.)
Boom Shaka Lacka!

It snaps him sober.

Head on a swivel, he scours the room.  

INT. CASINO - CRAPS TABLE - CONTINUOUS

Arthur waits at the opposite end of the table.

Al Muscles and Wonder Boy rough house a bit.  Al Muscles 
tosses the dice.

The dice roll to a stop in front of Arthur.

They look at the dice.  Look up.  See Arthur.  Shocked, to 
say the least.

ARTHUR
Remember me?

A quick glance at each other, they sprint away.

Arthur chases them.  Shouts for help.

They barrel through other gamblers.  Knock over a waitress, 
her full drink tray flies.

Other gamblers watch.  No one lends a hand.

A security guards steps in front of them.  They send the 
guard flying and dash out the door.

EXT. CASINO - PARKING LOT - CONTINUOUS

Arthur races from the casino.  Scans the lot.  Spots them.  
Gives chase.
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Wonder Boy looks back, sees Arthur gaining on them.  Stops 
and turns, pulls his gun.  Aims at Arthur.

Arthur ducks behind a car.  Waits.  No shots.

He looks around the car.

The Charger squeals away.

Arthur takes a few quick steps but is too late.  Out of 
breath, he mumbles the license plate number to himself.

EXT. CASINO - PARKING LOT - LATER

Arthur talks with an officer as police lights flash.

INT. HALLWAY - DAY

Arthur puts his key in Mrs. Reed's lock.

INT. MRS. REED'S APARTMENT - DAY

Jasper greets Arthur.

ARTHUR
Good morning Jasper.

MRS. REED (O.S.)
To hell in a bucket!

LIVING ROOM

Arthur hands Mrs. Reed her tea.

MRS. REED
Young people today!

ON THE TV

A news report shows Al Muscles and Wonder Boy, handcuffed, 
being placed in the back of a police cruiser.

MRS. REED
Ain't they got better things to do 
than kill each other?

Mrs. Reed looks at Arthur.  Cringes.

MRS. REED
You look like hell!  Come here and 
let me kiss those boo-boos!
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ARTHUR
(half smile)

Can I get you anything else?

MRS. REED
You need one of my hearing aids or 
something?

He kisses the top of her head.

ARTHUR
See you tomorrow.

INT. ARTHUR'S CAR - DAY

Arthur drives.  A backpack sits on the passenger seat.

INT. TELLER WINDOW - DAY

Arthur watches the teller count out the cash.  Stuffs the 
cash into the backpack.

EXT. BANK - PARKING LOT - DAY

Arthur pops the trunk.  Tosses the backpack in.

Sees the box Eddie gave him.  Picks it up, opens it.

A bright Hawaiian shirt.

His eyes glisten.  Another cursory glance around.  He tosses 
it back in the trunk.  

INT. ARTHUR'S CAR - DAY

Arthur sits in the car.  Looks at Ronnie's house.

EXT. RONNIE'S HOUSE - FRONT DOOR - CONTINUOUS

Arthur rings the doorbell.  Waits.

The door cracks open.  Ronnie pops his head out.

RONNIE
Yeah?

ARTHUR
Ronnie, right?  I'm Arthur.  A 
friend of Eddie's.
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Ronnie slams the door.

ARTHUR
I want to help...

RONNIE (O.S.)
Get outta here!

ARTHUR
... with his debt.

The door creaks back open.  Ronnie peers out.  Arthur hands 
him the backpack.

RONNIE
How did you know about...?

Arthur turns, steps away.

RONNIE
Wait.

Arthur walks on.

RONNIE
Brenda mentioned an... Artie.

Arthur stops.  Artie.  Of course.  He turns back.  

RONNIE
You were with him?

Arthur nods.  His veneer cracks.

RONNIE
I gotta know.

EXT. RONNIE'S HOUSE - DAY

Arthur and Ronnie, with the backpack, stand by the curb.

The Escalade slows to a stop.  The back window rolls down.

Hector focuses on Arthur as Ronnie hands him the backpack.

RONNIE
That makes us square.

HECTOR
Who is this?

Hector glances in the bag, then back at Arthur.
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HECTOR
Who are you?

RONNIE
You can count it!

HECTOR
Help me understand something, 
Ronnie.  Your brother was a 
dipshit.  Entirely incapable of 
getting out of his own way.   

Ronnie agrees, tries to move this along.

HECTOR
I'm not saying he didn't have his 
redeeming qualities, but winning 
wasn't one of them.  He just kept 
digging that whole... 

Hector considers the backpack.

HECTOR
Then he's gone, and the money 
appears out of the blue.  How so?

(to Arthur)
Maybe you know?

Ronnie looks at Arthur, then back to Hector.

RONNIE
He's...

HECTOR
He can answer.

RONNIE
... family.

Arthur looks at Ronnie.  Surprised.

ARTHUR
Eddie just appeared in my life one 
day.  And I guess he became like a 
son to me, you might say.  

Hector debates.  

EDDIE
I wanted to make sure Eddie didn't 
make the same mistakes I did.  Lot 
of good I did him.

His window rises.  The Escalade glides away.
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INT. RONNIE'S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - LATER

Brenda sits on the couch next to Ronnie.  

Arthur reaches to his belt.  Shows them his stun gun.

ARTHUR
He tossed his wallet on the ground.  
When one of them reached over to 
get it, he grabbed this from my 
belt, hit me with it.

Arthur takes a deep breath.

ARTHUR
I went down and out.  I woke up the 
next day, didn't remember a thing.  

Arthur looks at each of them independently.

ARTHUR
He saved my life.

They sit quietly.  Lily races into the room.  Looks at all 
the sad faces.

She steps to Arthur, points to his shirt.

LILY
You have something on your shirt.

Arthur looks down, Lily flicks his nose.  Arthur grins.  The 
mood lightens. 

EXT. RONNIE'S HOUSE - FRONT DOOR - NIGHT

Ronnie bear hugs Arthur.  Arthur doesn't know how to react.

RONNIE
Thank you.

ARTHUR
I didn't do anything.

RONNIE
You let us know.  We would have 
wondered.  And you caught them. 

Ronnie lets go.

RONNIE
Give me your phone.
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Ronnie gestures wildly until Arthur complies.

He plugs his number into Arthur's phone and hits send.  His 
phone dings in his pocket as he hands Arthur back his phone.

RONNIE
Stay in touch.  Eddie would have 
wanted it that way.

Ronnie bear hugs Arthur again.  This time, Arthur hugs back.

INT. APARTMENT - BATHROOM - DAY

Super: SIX MONTHS LATER

Arthur dries his face.  Looks at his reflection.

A little heavier, less severe.  He runs his fingers through 
his longer hair.  Smiles.

INT. APARTMENT - DAY

Arthur stops at the front door.  Picks up the picture, looks 
at it.  Smiles, puts it back in place.

We linger on the picture as he shuts the door behind him - 
Eddie, swollen face and all, and Arthur from that last night 
at the craps table.

INT. MRS. REED'S APARTMENT - DAY

Arthur rubs Jasper's ears.

ARTHUR
How are you today, little kitty?

Arthur calls out.

ARTHUR
Good morning sexy.

MRS. REED (O.S.)
Good morning stud.

Arthur steps into the --

KITCHEN

Places a mug of water in the microwave.

Checks Jasper's food.
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DING!

Adds a teabag to the steaming water.

LIVING ROOM

ARTHUR
Here you go.

MRS. REED
What would I do without you?

Mrs. Reed looks Arthur up and down.

MRS. REED
Looking good today.  You get laid?

Arthur chuckles.

MRS. REED
Is that a no?  Then let me take you 
for a spin!

Arthur kisses her on the head.

ARTHUR
See you tomorrow.

INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - DAY

Arthur sits casually at a machine.  Deals a hand.

Eyes a waitress as she passes.

ARTHUR
Club soda and lime, please.

She nods and leaves.  Arthur turns back to the machine.

INT. CASINO - VIDEO POKER MACHINES - LATER

Arthur sips his drink.  Deals.

DING!

Four Aces and a Jack.

Hits more games.

ARTHUR
Must be my lucky day.
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Adds cash to the machine.  Hits cancel.  The screen goes back 
to his winning hand.  Bets the max.  Hits cash out.

DING!

Two thousand dollars.

ARTHUR
Indeed it is.

INT. TELLER WINDOW - DAY

Arthur waits as the teller scans his voucher.

TELLER
How would you like it?

ARTHUR
Check please.

Arthur's phone rings.  He looks at it - Ronnie. 

ARTHUR
Hi Ronnie.

RONNIE (V.O.)
Barbeque.  My place.  Tomorrow at 
three.

ARTHUR
What can I bring?

RONNIE (V.O.)
Nothing. 

ARTHUR
Okay, I'll--

RONNIE (V.O.)
Hey!  Actually show up this time.

ARTHUR
Deal.

Arthur hits end, looks at the craps tables.  What's the 
hurry?  Turns back to the teller.

ARTHUR
Make that chips.



100.

INT. CASINO - CRAPS TABLE - LATER

Arthur watches the dice roll.  The table roars.  He does too. 

The dealer pushes Arthur his winnings.  Arthur checks his 
watch.  Gathers his pile.

The GAMBLER next to him sees Arthur pack up.

GAMBLER
No, man!  Don't mess with a streak.

ARTHUR
Don't need a streak.  I've got a 
guardian angel.

EXT. ARTHUR'S CAR - NIGHT

Arthur pops the trunk.  Reaches in, pulls out the box.  

INT. ARTHUR'S CAR - DAY

Arthur, in a Hawaiian shirt, looks at Ronnie's house.  Grabs 
a wine bottle from the passenger seat.  A few deep breaths.  

EXT. RONNIE'S HOUSE - DAY  

Ronnie mans the grill and holds court with the crowd.  Sees 
Arthur, lights up.

RONNIE
Hey!  You made it.

Arthur moves to Ronnie.  Ronnie bear hugs him.

RONNIE
Let me introduce you, everybody--

ARTHUR
I'd rather you didn't.

Arthur hands Ronnie the bottle of wine.

RONNIE
What's this?  I said bring nothing.  
Eddie never listened to me either.  

They go quiet as Eddie's name lingers in the air.

RONNIE
No wonder you two got along!
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Ronnie perks up, points with his spatula.

RONNIE
The coolers are over there.  Beer.  
Soda.  Water.  Whatever.

Sheila, in a sundress with a pattern much like Arthur's 
shirt, chats with another woman.  They look Arthur's way.

Sheila smiles discreetly, looks away.

Arthur steps to the cooler, smiles at Sheila.  She glances at 
his shirt, then her dress.

SHEILA
I'm mortified!

ARTHUR
My fault, totally.  I should have 
called.

Nervous laughter.  They wait for the other to speak first.  

SHEILA
I'm Sheila.  Ronnie's neighbor.

ARTHUR
Hi Sheila.  I'm Artie.

FADE OUT.


