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INT. YVONNE’S HOUSE - DAY

Living room

YVONNE TAYLOR is a beautiful, African American lady in 
her mid-sixties. She is seated on the sofa watching 
television. Her four year old granddaughter KRISTEN is 
seated on a blanket on the carpet playing with various 
toys. KRISTEN is a very beautiful, African American 
little girl. DONNA TAYLOR is a beautiful, African 
American lady in her mid-thirties. She walks into the 
living room, briefly pauses staring at KRISTEN.  

DONNA
Hi mama.  What is the baby doing 
here?

YVONNE
I’m baby-sitting.

DONNA
Where’s Nikki?

YVONNE
She called me to let me know that 
she’s on her way over here to pick 
the baby up.

DONNA
I’m curious.  When did she drop 
the baby off?

KRISTEN gets up from the floor and runs over to DONNA. 
DONNA bends over and picks KRISTEN up in her arms. She 
gives her a kiss on the cheek and places her back on her 
feet on the floor.

YVONNE
She dropped the baby off last 
Thursday. I know, I know, it’s 
Monday.

DONNA
Mama, you have to stop Nikki from 
taking advantage of you.

YVONNE
I don’t mind.  She’s not taking 
advantage of me.  I love spending 
time with my grandbaby.

DONNA’s sister NICOLE is a strikingly, beautiful African 
American lady in her mid-twenties. 
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She is dressed in designer attire, carrying an expensive 
pocketbook. She takes off her sunglasses and walks into 
the living room. KRISTEN gets up from the floor and runs 
over to her.

KRISTEN
Mommy, mommy!

NICOLE bends over and picks KRISTEN up in her arms.  She 
gives her a hug and a kiss on the cheek.

DONNA
Nikki, you have to stop taking 
advantage of mama

NICOLE is very angry.  

NICOLE
I’m not taking advantage of mama.  

DONNA
Oh yes you are. How much are you 
paying her to babysit?

NICOLE
That’s none of your damn business.

NICOLE walks over to her mother. She hands KRISTEN to 
her.  She turns around facing Donna.  DONNA is very 
angry.

DONNA
So I’m going to assume from the 
silence, you’re not giving her any 
money to watch your child!

NICOLE
Why should I give mama money to 
watch her own grandchild?

DONNA
If mama didn’t watch the baby, you 
would have to pay someone else to 
babysit.  Not to mention that she 
was here since last Thursday.

YVONNE
Ladies, please  calm down.

NICOLE
Mama told me that she didn’t have 
plans for the weekend.
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DONNA
So what. You wasn’t going to ask 
her in the first place.

NICOLE
Bitch, mind your own business and 
stay the Hell out of mine.

DONNA
Don’t call me a bitch.  You’re 
forcing mama to be a prisoner in 
her own home.  On account that you 
want to go out and party all 
weekend.

YVONNE gets up from the Queen Ann chair holding KRISTEN 
in her arms.

YVONNE
(to Kristen)

Let’s go to the kitchen to get a 
snack.

YVONNE walks out of the living room with KRISTEN.

NICOLE
This has nothing to do with you.  
Mama is retired, she has nothing 
but time on her hands.

YVONNE and KRISTEN walk back into the living room.  
NICOLE takes KRISTEN out of her mother’s arms.

NICOLE
Come on sweetie, let’s go home.

DONNA is fuming with anger.

DONNA
Wait a minute.

NICOLE
No, you wait a minute. Just 
because I’m not a doctor like you. 
And I don’t have a wall full of 
degrees, doesn’t make you better 
than me.  
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DONNA
It has been a year since I loaned 
you the money. I want my money 
back right now!

NICOLE
It’s not about the money. You’re 
jealous because I use my God given 
gifts to get what I want.

DONNA
Don’t make me come over there and 
kick your ass!

NICOLE
Try it!  And I will slap you so 
hard, you’ll forget what day it 
is!

YVONNE quickly walks over to DONNA.  She is angry.

YVONNE
I want the both of you to sit down 
right now.

DONNA sits down on the Queen Ann Chair.  NICOLE sits down 
on the sofa and sits KRISTEN beside her.

YVONNE
What is this all about?

DONNA
I loaned Nikki fifty thousand 
dollars to open up a catering 
business. She never paid me back.

YVONNE quickly looks over at NICOLE.

YVONNE
What did you do with the money?

DONNA
She used the money to be a groupie 
traveling around trying to snag a 
NBA basketball player.

NICOLE
Don’t hate me just because I’m 
getting paid by a baller.

DONNA
Don’t sit there and pat yourself 
on the back. 
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You had an affair with a married 
man. Where’s your pride you 
skank?!

YVONNE
(to Donna)

That’s enough.

DONNA
There’s a name for that. All you 
did was spread you legs open, got 
pregnant and now he’s paying you a 
lot of money for child support!

NICOLE
Jealous bitch!

DONNA
Whore!

NICOLE immediately jumps up from the sofa. She rushes 
over to DONNA. Donna jumps up from the chair.  They are 
staring at one another face to face.  YVONNE immediately 
stands up from the sofa.

YVONNE
Donna, Nicole, sit down! You two 
should not be fighting at all.

NICOLE
(to Yvonne)

Mama, I see you later. I got to 
get out of here before I hurt her.

YVONNE
Nikki, please don’t leave. Let’s 
talk about this.

DONNA
The truth hurts doesn’t it?

NICOLE
Keep meddling in my business and I 
will make sure that you don’t see 
your niece ever again!

NICOLE picks KRISTEN up in her arms from the sofa.  
NICOLE walks out of the house with KRISTEN. DONNA looks 
over at her mother. YVONNE walks over to the Queen Ann 
chair and sits down.
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INT. HOSPITAL - DAY

Office area

The hospital is busy with staff handling the incoming and 
outgoing patients. DONNA is standing by the nurses’ 
workstation signing  paperwork. The administrative staff 
are seated at their workstations. A nurse in her mid-
twenties walks over to DONNA carrying a file folder in 
her hand. She hands it to her.  

NURSE
Here you go Dr. Taylor.

DONNA
What is this?

NURSE
This is the folder of the little 
girl who was in the car accident.  

DONNA opens up the folder.  She reads some of the papers 
in the file folder and looks up at the nurse.

DONNA
I need a vacation. I really do. 

The Chief Surgeon, Dr. ALEJANDRO RIVERA walks over to 
her. He is a handsome, Puerto Rican man in his mid-
fifties.

ALEJANDRO
Dr. Taylor, in an hour you’re 
scheduled to perform heart 
surgery.  

DONNA
What happened to Dr. Walters?  
He’s supposed to be the one 
performing the surgery?   

ALEJANDRO
He’s not in today. So you have to 
take his place. After all, you are 
the Lead Surgeon.

DONNA
Who’s the patient?

ALEJANDRO
The patient is a six year old 
little girl. 
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She has been on the waiting list 
for a heart for six months. 

DONNA
What happened?

ALEJANDRO
The little girl’s whose heart is 
being donated, car was hit by a 
habitual drunk driver. He slammed 
into their car and the impact from 
the crash immediately killed her 
parents. 

DONNA
Did anybody notify the little 
girl’s next of kin?

DONNA closes the folder.  She looks up at the ALEJANDRO.

ALEJANDRO
Yes. Her mother’s identical twin 
sister is her legal guardian. I 
spoke to her a few minutes ago.  
She’s devastated, rightly so.  

DONNA
That’s awful. 

ALEJANDRO
I have to get the authorization 
papers signed by her aunt to 
donate the her niece’s heart.

DONNA
Okay.

ALEJANDRO
The drunk driver walked away 
without a scratch.

Four interns walk down the hallway and over to DONNA.  
The six year old girl is lying on a bed being wheeled 
down the hallway to the Emergency Operating Center by a 
nurse. DONNA briefly looks over at the little girl. She 
has a sad expression on her face. 

ALEJANDRO
(to Donna)

You look a little concerned to me.  
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Don’t worry, you have done this 
type of surgery several times 
over. You’re one of the top 
Cardiac Surgeons in the World.

DONNA
I know, I know. Where’s the heart? 

ALEJANDRO
The heart was removed from the 
little girl’s body a few minutes 
ago. It’s in an ice chest on ice 
in the Emergency Operating Center.

ALEJANDRO walks away. DONNA looks over at the interns. 

DONNA
I want all of you to scrub up and 
meet me in the Emergency Operating 
Center in five minutes.

The interns walk away. In panic state, NICOLE quickly 
walks down the hallway over to DONNA.

DONNA
What are you doing here? I don’t 
need any drama.  

NICOLE
It’s an emergency. I have to talk 
to you.

DONNA
Later. I have to go into surgery 
right now. Whatever you have to 
say can wait. 

NICOLE
Can you please give me the number 
to the auto body and fender shop 
where you took your car to get 
fixed?

A nurse walks over to DONNA.

NURSE
Dr. Taylor, you’re needed in the 
Emergency Room.

DONNA walks over to the billing clerk’s workstation. She 
picks up a pen laying on the desk and writes the number 
down on a piece of paper. NICOLE walks over to her.  She 
gives the paper to NICOLE.
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DONNA
Here you go. Now please leave me 
alone, I’m busy.

DONNA walks away. NICOLE briefly looks at the paper.

NICOLE
Are you sure you gave me the right 
number?  

DONNA walks down the hallway.

NICOLE
Don’t you want to know what 
happened to my car?!

NICOLE puts the piece of paper in her pocketbook.  She 
walks down the main hallway.

INT. EMERGENCY OPERATING CENTER - DAY

Operating room

There’s a team of doctors, nurses and an anesthesiologist 
waiting in the Emergency Operating Center.  They are 
dressed in scrubs, wearing plastic gloves and surgical 
masks. The little girl is lying on the operating table. 
The heart monitor is going, the anesthesiologist is 
standing nearby. DONNA briefly looks at the heart and 
lung machine.  She is nervous looking over at the nurse. 

DONNA
(whispers to herself)

This little girl could be my 
niece.

The nurse replies.

NURSE
She’s not your niece, she’s the 
patient.

ALEJANDRO
How is it going?

DONNA
(to Alejandro)

I’m about the make the first 
incision.
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Tears falls down DONNA’s face. The nurse briefly looks 
over at her. DONNA picks up the oscillating saw and turns 
it on.  

ALEJANDRO
Dr. Taylor, we don’t have all day.  
Make the incision in the chest 
cavity so that you can start the 
procedure.

DONNA leans over, takes the oscillating saw cutting 
partially straight down the middle of the little girl’s 
sternum. She turns off the saw and hands it to the nurse. 
The nurse places the saw on a nearby table. DONNA slowly 
spreads apart the cut halves of the sternum with her 
hands. The nurse gives DONNA a retractor. She carefully 
puts the retractor in place. She uses a diathermy to cut 
through the pericardium. She disconnects the damaged 
heart from the left atrium and removes it. She hands the 
heart to the nurse. The nurse places the damaged heart in 
a tray. DONNA briefly looks over at the cardiopulmonary 
bypass machine. 

ALEJANDRO
(to Donna)

Dr. Taylor, are you okay? 

DONNA
I’m fine. 

The nurse opens the ice chest and takes out the heart. 
She hands the heart to DONNA. She trims the heart to fit 
snugly in the thoracic cavity. She places the heart in 
heart thoracic cavity.  She connects the heart to the 
left atrium. Minutes later, she plucks the heart.  The 
heart begins to beat. DONNA sighs and briefly puts her 
head down. She secures the sternum using customized 
plates and screws to hold the breastbone and ribs in 
place. DONNA takes off her surgical mask.  She walks out 
of the door of the Emergency Operating Center.

ALEJANDRO
Okay, good job everybody. The 
operation was a success.   

ALEJANDRO looks over at the nurse.

ALEJANDRO
Please take the patient to the 
Recovery Room.

NURSE
Yes doctor. 
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ALEJANDRO takes off his mask and walks out of the 
Emergency Operating Center.

INT. YVONNE’S HOUSE - DAY

Kitchen

DONNA walks into the kitchen. Her mother is seated on a 
chair at the table drinking a cup of tea.  DONNA walks 
over to a chair and sits down.  

YVONNE
What’s wrong baby?

DONNA briefly hesitates.

DONNA
I recently performed a heart 
transplant on a six year old 
little girl.  When Nikki told me 
that she will make sure that I 
don’t see my niece again, I  
started crying. 

YVONNE
You know Nikki would never do that 
you to. Besides, she knows that 
you love her and your niece very 
much.

DONNA briefly looks downward.  She looks back over at her 
mother.

DONNA
Are you moving?

In excitement, YVONNE responds.

YVONNE
Yes, I sold the house and bought a 
condo. This house is too big for 
one person to live in. In my new 
place, I don’t have to cut the 
grass or shovel the snow.   

DONNA
I know, but you will have to pay 
maintenance fees.
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YVONNE
That’s a small price to pay for 
convenience. I need you and Nikki 
to help me pack. 

NICOLE walks into the kitchen and over to her mother.  
She gives her a kiss on the cheek. She briefly looks over 
at DONNA.

NICOLE
Hi mama. What’s going on?

YVONNE
I sold my house and I’m moving to 
a condo. And I need you two to 
help me pack up my things.

DONNA
When are you moving?

YVONNE
I’m moving next Thursday.  I 
already paid money to a moving 
company.

DONNA gets up from the chair and walks over to the 
refrigerator.

DONNA
(to Nicole)

Where’s the baby?

NICOLE
She’s spending two weeks with her 
dad. His family absolutely adore 
her.  

DONNA opens up the refrigerator and takes out a bottled 
water.  She closes the refrigerator door, walks over to a 
chair and sits down.

DONNA
What happen to your car?

NICOLE
I went to visit one of my friends 
from the old neighborhood. There 
were a group of teenagers standing 
near my Mercedes Benz. 

DONNA
What did you say to the kids?
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NICOLE
When I looked out of the window, I 
noticed them leaning on my car.  
So I walked outside and stood on 
the porch. I told them to get off 
of my car. Then I went back inside 
of the house.

YVONNE
How do you know that one of the 
kids keyed your car.

NICOLE
When I walked out of the house, 
they ran down the street. I walked 
over to my car and noticed the 
scratches on the driver’s side. 
Donna, that’s why I came to your 
job. 

DONNA
How much did the auto body and 
fender guy charge you to fix your 
car?

NICOLE
Five thousand dollars.

YVONNE
I think that you were overcharged.

NICOLE
I have good news. I was able to 
get a loan from a bank to open up 
my own catering service.  All I 
need now are clients.

YVONNE
Do you have a name for your 
catering business?

NICOLE
Yes. Nicole’s Delectable Delights.

YVONNE
That’s cute.

NICOLE
I know right? I’m planning to have 
my business up in running in a few 
months. I bought a beautiful store 
front business.
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DONNA
Where is it located. You know 
location is very important. You 
can also use the social media for 
advertisement. 

NICOLE
My business is located in the 
suburbs. I have already designed 
my page for business and it’s up 
and running on the website.

NICOLE opens up her pocketbook and pulls out her business 
cards. She hands some of the cards to her mother and 
sister.  They look at the business cards.

DONNA
I like your business card.

NICOLE
Thank you. Now I need your 
connections to help me get a lot 
of clients.

DONNA
Okay, but on one condition.  You 
owe me an apology.

NICOLE has a strange expression on her face staring at 
DONNA.

NICOLE
For what?

DONNA
You told me that you would make 
sure that I would never see my 
niece again.

NICOLE
I really didn’t mean that. I was 
upset with you because you called 
me a whore.

DONNA
You called me a jealous bitch.

NICOLE
I’m sorry. You know that I love 
you and would never do anything to 
hurt you.
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DONNA
When I was performing a heart 
transplant on a six your old 
little girl. I was thinking what 
if she were my niece.

NICOLE
You know that it’s against the 
hospital policy to operate on a 
family member.  

NICOLE gets up from the chair.  She walks over to DONNA 
and gives her a hug.

DONNA
I love you too. We don’t always 
have to agree with one another.  

YVONNE opens up her pocketbook. She pulls out her address 
booklet.

YVONNE
(to Nicole)

Here you go. If you need some 
people to help you cook, I 
strongly suggest that you hire the 
best cooks in our family.

INT. OFFICE - DAY

Alejandro’s office

ALEJANDRO is seated on a highback chair at his desk 
looking through a file. DONNA walks into his office. Her 
face registers surprise as she recognizes a gathering of 
three board members. 

DONNA
Dr. Rivera, you wanted to see me?

ALEJANDRO
Dr. Taylor please have a seat.

DONNA walks over a chair placed in front of the 
ALEJANDRO’s desk and sits down. 

DONNA
What is this all about.

ALEJANDRO gets up from the chair and walks over to a 
window.  He turns around facing DONNA and walks over to 
the board members.
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ALEJANDRO
I don’t know how to say this but, 
I think that you should step down 
from your position.

DONNA
Why?

ALEJANDRO
I feel as though you’re losing 
focus on your job. 

DONNA
What are you talking about?  I’m 
not losing focus. 

ALEJANDRO
During the surgery on the six year 
old little, I noticed that you had 
trouble focusing on your work.

DONNA
That’s absurd. 

ALEJANDRO
Oh really? I heard you say, that 
the little girl could've been your 
niece. Would you care to explain?

DONNA
My sister and I had an argument.  
She told me that she will not 
allow me to see my niece if I 
don’t stay out of her personal 
business.

ALEJANDRO
Dr. Taylor, you cannot bring your 
personal life in the operating 
room. To make matters worse, you 
embarrassed me.

DONNA
How did I embarrass you?

ALEJANDRO
Don’t interrupt me. I not finished 
yet. You started crying, you’re so 
pathetic. When you’re in the 
operating room, it is your damn 
job to focus on the task at hand 
and nothing else. 
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DONNA
What did you just say to me?

ALEJANDRO is angry. He walks over near DONNA.

ALEJANDRO
I told you that I am not finished 
talking yet. When I’m finished, 
then and only then, you can talk.

DONNA is angry.

ALEJANDRO
Dr. Taylor, it doesn’t matter who 
comes into this hospital as a 
patient. As the Lead Surgeon, it 
is your damn job as a Cardiac 
Surgeon to do your best!

DONNA immediately stands up from the chair.

DONNA
Who do you think you’re talking to 
that way? I’m not your trophy 
wife!

ALEJANDRO
Leave my wife out of this. I’m fed 
up with women like you who wants 
equal rights and equal pay! Women 
should be content being wives and 
homemakers.

Board member #1 immediately stands up from the chair.

BOARD MEMBER #1
(to Alejandro)

Excuse me, Dr. Rivera, but you’re 
out of line.

ALEJANDRO quickly looks over at board member #1.

DONNA
You’re an insecure man who is 
threatened by a strong woman, like 
me. Leaving you to wonder about 
how you’re doing on your job!

The secretary walks into ALEJANDRO’s office.

SECRETARY
Excuse me Dr. Rivera, is 
everything alright in here?
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ALEJANDRO
Yes, everything is fine. Please 
close the door on your way out.  
Thank you.

The secretary walks out of the office.  She closes the 
door behind her.

ALEJANDRO
All of our patients should be 
faceless to you and every other 
doctor in this damn hospital.

DONNA
I am not a robot. I have feelings!

ALEJANDRO
Dr. Taylor, when you walk into 
this hospital, you’re supposed to 
check your feelings at the door 
and focus on your job.

DONNA
She was a little girl!

ALEJANDRO
I don’t give a damn! If she didn’t 
get a heart, she would dead right 
now! 

DONNA
You heartless bastard! I’m getting 
the impression that you never 
wanted me in the Lead Surgeon’s 
position!

ALEJANDRO
That’s right!

BOARD MEMBER #1
Dr. Rivera, you are out of line!

ALEJANDRO
Dr. Walters, who’s a very close 
friend of mine should have gotten 
that position over you! He is more 
qualified than you!

DONNA
He didn’t get the job, so get over 
it!
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ALEJANDRO
Dr. Taylor, I want you to know, 
I’m watching you. So you better 
not make any mistakes. If you do, 
nobody here will vouch for you.

BOARD MEMBER #2
Dr. Rivera, my advice to you is to 
be quiet.

Board member #1 and board member #2 immediately stand up 
from the chairs.

BOARD MEMBER #1
Dr. Rivera, in my honest opinion, 
you should resign from your 
position. It is quite obvious that 
you are resentful towards Dr. 
Taylor for no reason at all. 

BOARD MEMBER #2
(to Alejandro)

It seems to me that you are under 
tremendous stress. You owe Dr. 
Taylor an apology. In a few 
minutes, we will be meeting with 
the other board members to decide 
your fate.

DONNA looks over at the two board members.

BOARD MEMBER #1
Dr. Taylor, I’m sorry that you 
were the victim of Dr. Rivera’s 
verbal abuse. I can guarantee you 
that it will never happen again. 

DONNA
Thank you.

DONNA walks over to the door.  She opens it and walks out 
of the office. ALEJANDRO walks over to his chair and sits 
down.

EXT. NICOLE’S DELECTABLE DELIGHTS - NIGHT

Loading area

Nicole’s staff are loading the catering truck with 
various foods for a party. NICOLE’s aunts are attractive, 
African American women in their mid-fifties. 
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NICOLE is holding a clip board with a piece of paper on 
it in her hand.  She is checking off each of the items on 
the list. She has a weird expression on her face. 

NICOLE
Everybody please stop what you’re 
doing. There are a few items 
that’s missing.

AUNT #1
What are you talking about?

NICOLE
I went over my list and I noticed 
that a cold cut platter, a loaf of 
whole wheat bread, a liter of soda 
and utensils are missing from my 
check list.

AUNT #2
Are you accusing us of stealing?

NICOLE
Those items are missing from my 
list.

A waiter responds.

WAITER
Miss Taylor, maybe the food is in 
the refrigerator.

NICOLE
I already checked, the food is not 
in the refrigerator. 

Aunt #2 looks over at the waiter.

AUNT #2
Sweetie, could you please go and 
check the refrigerator again?  
Thank you.

WAITER
Yes ma’ am.

The waiter walks inside of the building.

AUNT #1
Maybe some raccoons took the food.

20.

CONTINUED:

(CONTINUED)



NICOLE
That’s impossible, those trays are 
too heavy for them to lift.

AUNT #1
Don’t underestimate them, they 
travel in groups.

NICOLE hears a loud, fizz sound near the large dumpster.

NICOLE
(to Aunt #1)

Did you hear that?

AUNT #1
Hear what?

NICOLE
It sounds like somebody just 
opened up a bottle of soda.

AUNT #1
I betcha, it was some raccoons. 
You can stay outside, but I’m 
going back inside of the building.

NICOLE
Are you going to leave me out here 
by myself?

AUNT #1
I’ll go inside and get you a flash 
light.  Stand near the door and I 
will toss it over to you.

The bushes makes a rustling noise.  Aunt #1 quickly 
rushes back inside of the building.  

NICOLE
Thanks a lot.

Aunt #2 walks outside of the building carrying a flash 
light in her hand.  She turns it on.

AUNT #2 
Let’s go and see what’s moving in 
the bushes.

Aunt #2 and NICOLE quietly walk over near the large 
dumpster. The bushes moves again. They take a few steps 
backwards, briefly looking at one another.  Aunt #2 
shines the flash light on the side of the dumpster.  In 
shock, NICOLE is staring at the young lady. 
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TIFFANY RIVERA is a strikingly, beautiful Puerto Rican 
lady in her mid-twenties. She was NICOLE’s high school 
classmate.  Lying on the ground is the bread, cold cut 
platter, condiments and soda.

NICOLE
Tiff, what are you doing here?

TIFFANY
It’s a long story and I’m 
starving.

NICOLE
(to Aunt #2)

Come on let’s help her up.

Aunt #2 and NICOLE gently grab TIFFANY’s arm.  They pick 
her up from the ground to her feet. NICOLE picks up the 
platter and the food lying on the ground.

AUNT #2
(to Tiffany)

Let’s go inside and get you 
something to eat.

Aunt #2, NICOLE and Tiffany walk inside of the building.  
NICOLE closes the door behind them.

INT. NICOLE’S DELECTABLE DELIGHTS - NIGHT 

Kitchen

Aunt #1, NICOLE and TIFFANY are seated on highback, 
cushioned chairs at a table. Aunt #2 places a plate of 
food on the table in front of TIFFANY.

NICOLE
(to Tiffany)

What happened to you?

TIFFANY
I was involved with Pharmacist, 
Ashton Scott. I was feeling 
depressed and he was able to help 
me until things got out of hand.

NICOLE
Did he give you a job?
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TIFFANY
No. I lost my job as a Pastry Chef 
on account that I was hooked on 
drugs. 

NICOLE
What did he do?

TIFFANY
He gave me free prescriptions for 
anti-depressant drugs.  And that’s 
when the trouble started.

NICOLE
What happened?

TIFFANY
I was living with my dad and his 
new wife. I became so dependent on 
the drugs. I stole a lot of  their 
things, including some of their 
jewelry to support my habit.

AUNT #2
What did your dad do?

TIFFANY
Nothing. My mother paid for me to 
go to a drug rehab center. I went 
a few times, but I just couldn’t 
kick the habit.

AUNT #2
That’s terrible

TIFFANY
I thought that I could stay with 
my sister, April. She told me if I 
don’t leave, she was going to call 
the police to have me removed. 

AUNT #1
What did you do then?

TIFFANY
I was able to go to another drug 
rehab center.  And I am proud to 
say that I have been clean for a 
five years.
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AUNT #1
Where do you sleep at night?  Do 
you have any friends that you can 
stay with?

TIFFANY
I wore out my welcome with my 
family and  friends. So I went to 
the twenty-four hour restaurants 
to get some sleep. Unfortunately 
for me, the managers told me to 
leave.  I have nowhere else to go.  

AUNT #1
(to Nicole)

Sweetheart, you have to help her.  
She is homeless and needs a job.

NICOLE looks over at TIFFANY.

NICOLE
Here’s what I’m going to do. In 
the mean time, until you get back 
on your feet, you can stay with 
me. Tomorrow, we can go shopping 
to buy you the things that you 
need.  

AUNT #1
Didn’t you put an ad online for a 
Pastry Chef?

NICOLE
Yes, I did. The salary starts at 
seventy-five thousand dollars a 
year. Tiff, the position is yours 
if you want it.

TIFFANY slumps into the chair.  She covers her face with 
her hands and cries.  Aunt #1 briefly hugs TIFFANY.

AUNT #1
Baby, don’t cry, everything is 
going to be alright.

TIFFANY
I don’t know what to say, but 
thank you so much. I told my mom 
that I’m not on drugs anymore, but 
she doesn’t want me to come near 
her house.
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DONNA
So what, let’s go and get you 
settled into my place. 

INT: DONNA’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Living room

YVONNE walks into the living room carrying two bags of 
food in her hands.  DONNA is seated on the sofa watching 
television.  

YVONNE
Hi honey, I hope you’re hungry.

DONNA
Yes I am. What are you making for 
dinner?

YVONNE
Nothing, I bought dinner from your 
favorite Italian restaurant.

DONNA
Thanks mama, I really don’t feel 
like cooking tonight.

YVONNE
Why don’t you go to the kitchen to 
get us some plates and silverware.  
We can eat dinner in the dining 
room.

DONNA
Okay.

DONNA gets up from the sofa, walks over to the television 
set and turns it off.  She walks over to the kitchen.

INT: DONNA’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Dining room

DONNA and YVONNE are seated on highback, cushioned chairs 
at the dining room table eating dinner.

YVONNE
Before I left home, I called Nikki 
to come and join us for dinner.  
She’s bringing us dessert.
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DONNA
Mama, Alejandro is stressing me 
out at work.

YVONNE
What is he doing to stress you 
out?

YVONNE picks up a glass filled with iced tea on the 
dining room table and takes a sip. She places the glass 
back down on the dining room table.

DONNA
Every chance that he gets, he 
degrades me in front of the staff. 
Not to mention, he told the nurses 
that any monkey can do their jobs.

YVONNE
Did anybody file a complaint 
against him with the EEOC?

DONNA
Yes I did.

Teary eyed, DONNA briefly puts her head down.  She looks 
back up at her mother. YVONNE reaches over and gently 
grabs her hand.

YVONNE
Sweetie trust me, everything is 
going to be alright.

DONNA
I don’t know about that.

YVONNE
What was the outcome from your 
claim?

DONNA
He had to apologize to the staff 
and attend sensitivity training 
classes.

YVONNE
I’m so sorry to hear that.

DONNA
To punish me, he’s dumping Dr. 
Walter’s workload on me.
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YVONNE
Did he quit?

DONNA
No, he’s on vacation for two 
weeks. Alejandro sent the doctor 
who was supposed to be 
substituting for him to another 
hospital to work.

YVONNE
He’s a very vindictive person.  
Don’t worry, karma is a bitch and 
he’ll get his one day.

NICOLE and TIFFANY walk into the dining room.  NICOLE is 
carrying a cake box in her hand.  She places it on the 
dining room table.  She walks over to her mother and 
gives her a kiss on the cheek.  She walks over to Donna 
and gives her a hug.

NICOLE
I brought dessert.

DONNA
What did you buy?

NICOLE
A double layered, chocolate cake.

YVONNE turns her attention to TIFFANY.  She turns her 
attention back to NICOLE.

YVONNE
Who is this young lady?

NICOLE walks over to TIFFANY.

NICOLE
This is my new Pastry Chef and 
friend, Tiffany Rivera.

YVONNE
(to Tiffany)

Hi, I’m their mother Yvonne and 
this is my daughter, Donna.

DONNA is very angry. She slowly gets up from the chair 
staring at TIFFANY.  

DONNNA
Are you Alejandro Rivera’s 
daughter?
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TIFFANY
Yes, I am.

DONNA briefly looks over at her mother and sister.  She 
takes a deep breath and slowly exhales.  She quickly 
walks over to TIFFANY and grabs her arm.  YVONNE 
immediately stands up from the chair.

NICOLE
(to Donna)

What are you doing?!

TIFFANY is angry.  She snatches her arm away from DONNA.

DONNA
Get the Hell out of my house!

TIFFANY
What’s wrong with you? Are you 
crazy?!

DONNA
(to Nicole)

Why did you bring this woman to my 
house?!

YVONNE
(to Donna)

Honey, please calm down.

NICOLE
Why are you trippin’?  You don’t 
know her!

DONNA
Her dad is a low life, piece of 
scum and as far as I’m concerned, 
so is she!

Teary eyed, TIFFANY looks over at NICOLE.

TIFFANY
I gotta go.

TIFFANY walks towards the living room door’s entrance.

DONNA
That’s right, get the Hell out of 
my house!

YVONNE
(to Tiffany)

Please don’t leave. 
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NICOLE
Who do you think you are attacking 
my friend. Did you lose your 
freaking mind?

TIFFANY
(to Donna)

You had no right to attack me. 

Tears are flowing down TIFFANY’s face.  NICOLE gives her 
a few tissues.  TIFFANY wipes her eyes.

YVONNE
Tiffany, please have a seat.

TIFFANY walks over and sits down on a high back chair.

TIFFANY
I agree with you, my dad is a 
piece of scum.  When I had a drug 
problem, instead of sending me to 
rehab, his new wife persuaded him 
to put me out of the house.

DONNA
I’m sorry that I took my 
frustrations out on you. 

TIFFANY
I was under a lot of stress from 
my parents to be a lawyer. I, I 
just couldn’t handle it. I don’t 
talk to them at all.

DONNA
I don’t blame you. What happened?

TIFFANY
I was briefly homeless, going from 
place to place trying to find 
somewhere to sleep. If it wasn’t 
for Nicole, I don’t know what I 
would do.

DONNA and YVONNE look over at NICOLE.

DONNA
So you’re not as vain as I thought 
you were. You do have a heart.
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NICOLE
Although I’m fabulous and 
attractive, I can be nice to 
people.

TIFFANY
Nicole gave me a job and a place 
to stay in the meantime. She’s so 
sweet.  Even though my family is 
rich, if they saw me laying in the 
street with my head bust wide 
open, they would keep walking.

INT. DEPARTMENT STORE - DAY

The store is crowded with people shopping. DONNA is 
walking around the store carrying a basket with various 
items in it. She rushes over to the party supply section 
to pick up a few items.  She walks out of the aisle and 
over to a check out line.  There is a long line of people 
waiting in three checkout lines. She glances at her 
watch.  A woman in her mid-fifties turns around facing 
her.  

FEMALE CUSTOMER
It seems like every time that I 
come into this store, it’s always 
crowded.

DONNA
I know, you’d think that the 
manager is giving away free 
merchandise.

A male cashier clerk is trying to put a small, roll of 
paper into the cash register.  A female employee walks 
over to assist him.    

FEMALE EMPLOYEE
Everybody, I’m sorry, this will 
only take a few minutes.

A male customer responds in an irritated manner.

MALE CUSTOMER
Ah come on. I don’t have all day 
to stand here. I just want to buy 
a pack of cigarettes.

The female employee puts the roll of paper in the cash 
register.  She quickly runs a few tests to make sure that 
register is working properly. She looks up.
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FEMALE EMPLOYEE
Next customer in line.

DONNA
If I stand here, I’m going to be 
late for my niece’s birthday 
party.

FEMALE CUSTOMER
(to Donna)

Miss, if you’re in a rush, someone 
can ring up your items in the 
pharmacy.

DONNA briefly takes a look back at the pharmacy.

DONNA
Thank you.

There are only a few people standing in line at the 
pharmacy. DONNA rushes over and stands in the line.  The 
cashier clerk rings up the customer’s items. The cashier 
clerk put the items in a bag and hands it to the 
customer.  The customer hands the cashier clerk some 
money.  The cashier gives the customer the change and a 
receipt. The pharmacist gives the cashier clerk a few 
prescriptions to put away.  The cashier clerk walks away.  
The Pharmacist, ASHTON SCOTT is a strikingly, handsome 
Caucasian man in his mid-forties.  He is standing at the 
cash register. He smiles at DONNA.

ASHTON
Next customer in line please.

DONNA walks over to the counter.  She briefly smiles at 
ASHTON.

ASHTON
Hello, I’m Doctor Ashton Scott. 
How may I help you?

DONNA reaches inside of the small basket, takes the items 
out and places them on the counter.  ASHTON looks at the 
items.

DONNA
Hello, I’m Doctor, Donna Taylor.  

ASHTON rings up DONNA’s items on the cash register.  He 
places the items in two bags.
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ASHTON
Are you planning a birthday party 
for your daughter?

DONNA
No, I don’t have any children. 
Before you ask, no I’m not 
married.  I’m late for my niece’s 
birthday party.

ASHTON
My day is starting to look a whole 
lot brighter.

DONNA
I guess it is. Being demoted from 
a Pharmacist to a cashier clerk’s 
position. You must be having a 
really bad day?

ASHTON briefly smiles at DONNA.  He hands her the bags.

ASHTON
No, when I saw you walking up the 
aisle, I asked the clerk to let me 
ring up your items. 

An irritated, male customer standing behind DONNA 
responds. 

MALE CUSTOMER
Hey, why don’t you quit the small 
talk and get her number?

ASHTON
That’s a good idea.

The cashier clerk walks back over to the register.  
ASHTON steps over to the far side of the counter.

DONNA
I usually don’t give my number to 
strangers. Do you have a business 
card?

ASHTON takes a business card out of his lab coat pocket. 

DONNA
Are you always prepared to give 
out your business cards?
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ASHTON
When I saw you walking over here, 
I put one in my pocket.

DONNA
Aren’t you a charmer?

ASHTON
I was told that once before. Give 
me a call sometime.

DONNA
If I’m bored, maybe I will.

ASHTON
If you’re not busy, maybe we can 
go out for dinner sometime.

DONNA
Thank you. I haven’t gone out on a 
date in a long time.

DONNA walks away and down the aisle.

EXT: NICOLE’S HOUSE - DAY

Backyard

The backyard is decorated in a festive motif for a 
children’s birthday party.  The children age ranges from  
four through six years old.  They are eating, playing 
games and running around the backyard.  NICOLE picks up a 
pitcher of fruit punch from the table.  She pours the 
fruit punch in the many cups on the table.  DONNA rushes 
into the back yard.  She places the two bags on the 
table.  There are various presents on the table.  

NICOLE
(to Donna)

Where did you go? You’re late.

DONNA
I’m sorry for being late.  The 
lines at the store were so long.

NICOLE
Did you buy the candle?

DONNA
Yes.

33.

CONTINUED: (3)

(CONTINUED)



DONNA reaches her hand inside of the bag.  She pulls out 
a number five candle and hands it to NICOLE.  She opens 
up the sealed wrapping and places it on the table.  She 
walks over to KRISTEN and lights the candle with a 
lighter.

NICOLE
(to Kristen)

Sweetie, make a wish and blow out 
the candle.

KRISTEN briefly closes her eyes.  She opens them and 
blows out the candle.

NICOLE
Did you make a wish?

KRISTEN
Yes mommy.

NICOLE
That’s nice, now go over and play 
with your friends.

KRISTEN runs back over to her friends.  NICOLE walks back 
over to the long table and places the candle on it.  
YVONNE looks over at her. YVONNE’s sisters walk into 
backyard carrying presents in their hands.  

AUNT #1
Where’s the birthday girl?

NICOLE
She’s over there playing with her 
friends.

AUNT #1
Why don’t you call her over here 
to say hello so that she knows 
that we’re here?

NICOLE yells out to KRISTEN.

NICOLE
Kristen, please come over here, 
your aunts are here!

KRISTEN runs over to greet her aunts.  She gives them a 
hug.  They give her a hug and kiss on the cheek.

AUNT #1
We brought you some birthday gifts 
for you.
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KRISTEN is very excited.

KRISTEN
Thank you.

AUNT #1
You’re welcome baby.

AUNT #2
Do you want to open your gifts now 
or do you want to wait to open 
them?

KRISTEN looks over at NICOLE.

AUNT #1
She’ll have time to open them 
after the party. Go and play with 
your friends.

KRISTEN runs back over to her friends.  NICOLE looks over 
at the table.

AUNT #2
She really got a lot of gifts.  
Nikki, what did you do threaten 
their parents?

NICOLE
Nothing, it’s rude to come to a 
party empty handed.

AUNT #2
What did her dad give her for her 
birthday?

NICOLE
They are leaving Monday to go to 
Disney Land. 

AUNT #3
Did you already sing happy 
birthday to Kristen?

DONNA
Nikki lit the candle and asked her 
to make a wish?

AUNT #3
Why didn’t you put the candle on 
the cake like normal people do?
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NICOLE
Who wants to eat a cake after 
somebody blew their breath on it?  
Definitely not me.

AUNT #1
Good point.

NICOLE
(to Yvonne)

Mama, the parents dropped their 
kids off at the house two hours 
before the party.

YVONNE
Really?

NICOLE
They were so happy to leave them 
here. None of them stopped by the 
kitchen to say hello or to talk to 
me.

YVONNE
Did you let them know what time 
the party is over?

NICOLE
Yes. If they don’t pick up their 
kids by three o’clock, I’m going 
to call their next of kin to pick 
them up.

YVONNE briefly laughs. NICOLE picks up a long knife and 
cuts the cake in small pieces. DONNA lines up the paper 
plates on the table.  NICOLE places a piece of cake on 
each plate.

YVONNE
I’ll go to the kitchen to get the 
ice cream.

NICOLE
Thanks mama.

YVONNE walks inside of the house. Minutes later, she 
walks out of the house carrying three bags of multi-
flavored, ice cream cups in her hand. NICOLE yells out to 
the children.

NICOLE
Who wants ice cream and cake?!
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The children run over to the table to get a piece of 
cake. YVONNE passes out the ice cream and spoons to the 
children.    

NICOLE
Alright now kids, go over there 
and sit down at the table with the 
birthday girl.

After being served cake and ice cream, one by one the 
children walk away.

AUNT #1
Who made the birthday cake?

NICOLE
Tiffany made the cake.

DONNA
Where is she? I thought that she 
would be here today.

NICOLE
She’s moving into her condo.

YVONNE
I’m going to assume that your 
business is doing very well.

NICOLE
Yes it is.  We’re getting ready to 
open up a few more catering 
businesses.

Aunt #2 looks around the yard.

AUNT #2
I don’t envy you, this place is a 
mess. I hope you called a cleaning 
service.

NICOLE
I don’t have to, I have a cleaning 
staff right here to help me.

AUNT #2
Oh no you don’t. I’m too old to be 
bending over picking up trash.  
You better call somebody to come 
and clean this mess up.
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NICOLE
When the kids leave, I’ll call a 
cleaning service.

The parents of the children walk into the backyard.  
NICOLE is very happy.  

NICOLE
(to the children and 
parents)

I want to thank all of you for 
coming today to help celebrate 
Kristen’s birthday.

DONNA whispers in NICOLE’s ear. 

DONNA
Especially for picking their kids 
up on time.

NICOLE
I know that’s right.

NICOLE gives DONNA a high five.  They briefly laugh. As 
the children leave, NICOLE gives them a hug and a party 
favor bag filled with goodies. Aunt #1 and Aunt #2 walk 
over to NICOLE carrying a plate of food in their hand.  

AUNT #1
Now that everybody is gone, we can 
go into the house and eat in 
peace.  Come on sis.

Aunt #1 and Aunt #2 walk over to the house. Aunt #1 opens 
the back door and they walk inside. 

NICOLE
Not to worry, I called the 
cleaning service and they will be 
here in a few minutes.

DONNA
Since it’s a late notice, how much 
do you have to pay them?

NICOLE
Why do you want to know?  Are you 
going to help with the bill?

DONNA
No.
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YVONNE
Nikki, I’ll wait with you until 
the cleaning service staff 
arrives.  

The cleaning service employees walk into the backyard.   
They are looking around the backyard.

NICOLE
(to the cleaning 
staff)

When you’re finish, please come 
inside of the house so that I can 
pay the bill.

INT: YVONNE’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Living room

Aunt #1, Aunt #2, DONNA, NICOLE and YVONNE are seated in 
the living room watching television. KRISTEN is on seated 
on a blanket on the floor carpet playing with various 
toys. Sitting on the coffee table is a pitcher of iced 
tea along with five glasses. NICOLE picks up the pitcher 
and pours some iced tea in a glass.  She takes a sip and 
places the glass back on the table.

YVONNE
(to Donna)

What have you been doing for the 
past three months?

DONNA
I’m dating a wonderful man.

NICOLE
Is he, white?

AUNT #1
Does it matter? She has been 
having a dry spell for a long 
time.  It’s about time she got a 
man. We want to know, is he white?

DONNA
Yes, so what he’s white. He’s a 
Pharmacist and handsome too.

AUNT #1
A Pharmacist is not a real doctor 
anyway.
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DONNA
A Pharmacist is a real doctor.

YVONNE
What’s his name?

DONNA
Ashton Scott.  I met him at the 
store when I went to buy the 
birthday candle. He gave me his 
business card.

NICOLE jumps up from the sofa staring at DONNA.

NICOLE
You should have gave it back to 
him or ripped it up. He’s no good 
for you. Tiffany told me that she 
was involved with him.  

DONNA
You don’t know what you’re talking 
about.

NICOLE walks over to DONNA.

NICOLE
He’s the reason why she was 
addicted to prescription drugs.  

DONNA
Your friend is a flake.

NICOLE
Don’t say that about my friend.  
You don’t know her. I’m trying to 
stop you from getting involved 
with him.

AUNT #1
What did Tiffany tell you?

NICOLE sits down on the sofa staring at DONNA.

NICOLE
Tiffany told me that she met 
Ashton at the Olympic Games.  He 
is a very handsome man and quite a 
charmer.

DONNA
She’s lying.
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AUNT #2
Be quiet and let her finish.

NICOLE
At the time she was going to law 
school. Her parents were 
pressuring her to do well in 
school. She couldn’t handle the 
pressure.

AUNT #2
Why would her parents put undo 
pressure on her?

NICOLE
Her mother is a well-known judge 
and she expects Tiffany to be a 
lawyer.

AUNT #2 
Tiffany has to decide what she 
wants to be on her own.  Her 
parents can’t make that decision 
for her.

NICOLE
When she told them that she wanted 
to be a Pastry Chef, her mother 
disowned her and closed all of her 
bank accounts. 

YVONNE
That’s a shame.

NICOLE
Ashton took advantage of her and 
forced her to steal from her 
family and friends to buy drugs to 
support her habit. She went to 
rehab three times.  When she was 
finished  with rehab, her dad put 
her out of his house.

DONNA
I don’t believe you!

NICOLE
Many years ago, he was a Sports 
Medicine Doctor. He was being  
investigated for the deaths of two 
young ladies in their mid-
twenties. 
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They were on the Olympic Track 
Team and suffered from sports 
injuries. They were taking 
prescription drugs and got hooked 
on them.

DONNA is very angry.  She jumps up from the sofa.

DONNA
How can you sit here and lie about 
somebody that you don’t even 
know?!

YVONNE
What was the outcome of the 
investigation?

NICOLE
There wasn’t enough evidence to 
link him to the murders.

DONNA
Liar! I don’t believe you.

YVONNE
Why would Nikki sit here and make 
up a story like that?

DONNA
She’s crazy and don’t know what 
the Hell she’s talking about.  

NICOLE
I am not lying!  You can check the 
story out on the internet.

DONNA
Why can’t you be happy for me?! 
Now that I’m in a good 
relationship, you’re trying to 
destroy it!

NICOLE
I’m telling the truth.

DONNA
I’m not going to stand here and 
listen to this bullshit!

AUNT #1
Baby, calm down. Nikki wouldn’t 
try to hurt you intentionally.
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DONNA
It’s all about Nikki! Whatever she 
has to say matters! Nobody gives a 
damn what I have to say!

AUNT #1
If you don’t believe your own 
sister. Why don’t you ask him?

DONNA
Do I look like some kind of fool 
to you? I’m not going to insult 
this man’s intelligence.

AUNT #1
If he’s not guilty, than he will 
tell you the truth.

YVONNE
I don’t want you to get hurt. And 
you don’t know this man very well.  

DONNA
(to Yvonne)

Mama, he’s a well respected man in 
his community. He donates his time 
and money to various charities. 

NICOLE
Who cares?

DONNA walks over to NICOLE.  They are staring face to 
face.

DONNA
Why don’t you shut the Hell up and 
mind your own damn business?!

DONNA forcibly pushes NICOLE. NICOLE takes a few steps 
backwards.  NICOLE lunges at DONNA.  They lock up like 
two bulls fighting. YVONNE jumps up from the Queen Ann 
chair.  She rushes over and picks KRISTEN off of the 
floor.  Aunt #1 and Aunt #2 pull DONNA and NICOLE apart. 

YVONNE
You two should not be fighting,  
you’re sisters!

NICOLE
Bitch, this is not over between 
us!
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DONNA
Bring it!

YVONNE
Sit down and shut up!

NICOLE
When you’re strung out on drugs 
laying in a God forsaken Hell 
hole, don’t call me for help!

In shock, YVONNE responds.

YVONNE
Nicole!

DONNA
Mama, I’m out of here!

YVONNE
We’re family and we’re supposed to 
be there for one another.

NICOLE
Not me, I through with her dumb 
ass.

Aunt #1 releases DONNA. DONNA walks out of the living 
room.  She opens the front door, walks out and slams it 
shut.

INT: RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Dining room area

DONNA and ASHTON are seated at a round table on high back 
chairs. The waiter walks over with their meals on a tray.  
He places them down on the table in front of them.  DONNA 
briefly looks down at the plate.  

DONNA
This looks good.

DONNA picks up a fork and puts some food on it. ASHTON is 
looking at her.

ASHTON
Is there something bothering you?  
You don’t seem like your usual 
self.
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DONNA
My sister and I had a terrible 
argument.

ASHTON
Would you like to tell me about 
it?

DONNA
No, every time I think about it, I 
get a headache.

ASHTON
If you would like, I can prescribe 
something for you.

DONNA has a strange expression on her face staring at 
ASHTON.

DONNA
No thank you, I can take something 
when I get home.

ASHTON
Are you sure?

DONNA
I’ll be fine.

ASHTON
If you really need something to 
relieve your headache, I can give 
you something to take.  

DONNA
I just told you, I’m fine.

The waiter walks over to where DONNA and ASHTON are 
seated.

WAITER
Is everything alright?

ASHTON
Yes, we’re fine. Thank you.

DONNA
May I have a glass of water?

WAITER
I’ll be right back with your 
water.
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The waiter walks away.  Minutes later, the waiter walks 
over to where DONNA and ASHTON are seated.  He places a 
glass of water on the table and walks away.  DONNA opens 
up her pocketbook, takes out a bottle of ibuprofen.  She 
opens the bottle and places two pills in her hand.  She 
puts the bottle back in her pocketbook.  She puts the 
pills in her mouth and drinks some water.  ASHTON has an 
irritated look on his face. 

ASHTON
Surveys show that ibuprofen can 
cause ulcers. 

NICOLE and TIFFANY walk into the restaurant.  They look 
over and notice ASHTON and DONNA seated at a table.  

HOSTESS
May I help you two?

NICOLE
Yes, I’m Nicole Taylor from 
Nicole’s Delectable Delights. The 
manager ordered our pastries and 
we’re here to deliver them.

HOSTESS
I’ll get the manager for you.

NICOLE
Thank you.

The hostess walks away.

TIFFANY
I wonder what bullshit line he’s 
feeding her.

NICOLE
No matter what it is, she’ll 
probably believe him.

The manager walks out of the kitchen.  He walks over to 
NICOLE and TIFFANY.

MANAGER
Hello ladies, please follow me.

NICOLE  and TIFFANY are staring at DONNA.  DONNA briefly 
looks over at them. 

ASHTON
Who are you looking at?
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DONNA
Oh it’s nothing.  I thought I saw 
somebody that I know.

NICOLE and TIFFANY walk away with the manager.  Minutes 
later, TIFFANY walks over to where ASHTON and DONNA are 
seated.  She is carrying a tray filled with desserts on 
it. TIFFANY places the tray on the table.

TIFFANY
(to Ashton)

The dessert is on the house. 
Please help yourself.

ASHTON is perspiring profusely. He is staring at TIFFANY 
with a horrid look on his face. DONNA picks up a small 
plate with a piece of cake on it. She sets it in front of 
her. She picks up a fork, slices it with the fork and 
puts it in her mouth and chews.

DONNA
This is delicious. Ashton have a 
piece of cake.

ASHTON pushes the tray away from him. He is looking 
around the dining room for the waiter. TIFFANY walks 
away.

DONNA
What’s wrong with you?

ASHTON
I’m ready to leave.  Do you see 
our waiter?

The waiter walks over to ASHTON.  ASHTON takes a cloth 
napkin and wipes the sweat off of his face. 

ASHTON
May I please have the bill?

The waiter walks away.  ASHTON nervously takes his wallet 
out of his jacket. He pulls five, fifty dollars bills out 
and tosses the money on the table.  He immediately stands 
up from the chair. 

ASHTON
I really got to get out of here.

DONNA
What’s the matter with you?
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The waiter walks over to ASHTON, he hands him the bill.  
DONNA gives the money to the waiter.

ASHTON
(to the waiter)

Keep the change.

ASHTON walks over to the front door.  He pushes the door 
open and walks out. TIFFANY walks over to DONNA who is 
seated at the table.

DONNA
What are you doing here?

TIFFANY
Nicole and I came here to deliver 
the pastries.

DONNA
Why did Ashton run out of here 
when he saw you?

TIFFANY
Why don’t you ask him?

DONNA gets up from the chair and walks over towards the 
door.  She pushes the door open and walks out.

EXT: RESTAURANT - NIGHT

DONNA is standing in front of the restaurant. ASHTON 
walks towards his car.  

DONNA
You’re just going to walk away?  
We have to discuss this.

ASHTON
There’s nothing to discuss.

DONNA
Oh really?  I noticed when Tiffany 
walked over to the table, you look 
as if you seen a ghost.

ASHTON
Why don’t you stop making a big 
deal out of nothing.

ASHTON takes the car keys out of his pocket.  He presses 
the alarm button and deactivates it.  He walks over to 
his car.
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DONNA
What are you hiding from me?  Why 
don’t you want to talk about this?

ASHTON
It’s not that important. I told 
you that I don’t want to discuss 
this!

DONNA
Well I do!

People are walking pass DONNA and ASHTON staring at them. 
The restaurant owner walks out of the restaurant and over 
to ASHTON.

RESTAURANT OWNER
Excuse me sir, could you please 
take your discussion somewhere  
else.  You and your friend are 
disturbing my customers.

ASHTON
I’m sorry, we’ll leave.

The restaurant owner opens the door and walks back inside 
of the restaurant.

ASHTON
Why don’t we go to my place and 
discuss this in private?  Or do 
you want me to take you home?

DONNA
I want to discuss this right now.

ASHTON
Okay then, let’s go to my place.

ASHTON walks over to his car.  He opens the passenger 
door. DONNA gets inside of the car and closes the door.  
He walks over to the driver’s side of the car, opens the 
door and gets in.  He starts the engine and drives away.

INT: ASHTON’S CONDOMINIUM - NIGHT

Living room

ASHTON and DONNA are in the living room.  DONNA walks 
around the living room in awe. ASHTON briefly smiles at 
her.
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ASHTON
If you would like, go and take a 
look around the place.

DONNA
I must say, that you have amazing 
taste in art. Your African statues 
are simply beautiful. Did you have 
hire a decorator?

ASHTON
As a matter of fact, I did.  I 
told her what I liked and she 
fulfilled my wish. I paid 
handsomely for it.

DONNA is staring at a huge picture on the wall.  ASHTON 
walks over and stands beside her.

DONNA
This breathtaking.  Where did you 
get this from?

ASHTON
My mother gave it to me as a 
present when I graduated from 
medical school.  The picture was 
imported from France.

ASHTON walks over to the wetbar and opens up a bottle of 
wine.  He takes two wine glasses out of the cabinet and 
pours wine into the glasses.  He hands DONNA a glass of 
wine.

ASHTON
Why don’t we go and sit down on 
the sofa?

ASHTON and DONNA walk over to the sofa to sit down. DONNA 
drinks all of the wine in the glass.

DONNA
This is a very good wine.

She puts the wine glass on the coffee table and sits back 
on the sofa.  ASHTON puts his arm around her, he leans 
towards her and kisses her passionately on the lips.  He 
slowly kisses her neck.  She sits up from the sofa.

ASHTON
Is there something wrong?

DONNA is feeling exhausted.
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DONNA
I need to use your bathroom to 
freshen up. I’m feeling a little 
exhausted. 

ASHTON
I think you’re tired from work.

DONNA
Where’s your bathroom?  I’ll be 
right back.

DONNA gets up from the sofa.

ASHTON
It’s down the hall and to your 
left.

DONNA walks out of the living room.  Her cell phone is 
lying on the coffee table.  ASHTON reaches over and picks  
up the cell phone from the table.  He reads all of the 
incoming messages from NICOLE and erases them.  He places 
the cell phone back on the table.  He pours wine into a 
glass sitting on the coffee table.  He takes a small 
packet of the date rape drug (street name)roofie out of 
his pocket.  He pours it into the wine glass. DONNA walks 
back into the living room. She picks up the wine glass 
sitting on the coffee table and drinks the wine.  She 
plops down on the sofa beside ASHTON.

DONNA
Whew, the wine is starting to kick 
in, I’m exhausted.

Minutes later, she passes out. ASHTON gets up from the 
sofa, picks her up in his arms and walks out of the 
living room.

INT: ASHTON’S CONDOMINIUM - NIGHT

Bedroom

ASHTON lays DONNA on the king size bed.  He pulls her 
dress above her waist and pulls down her underwear.  He 
straddles himself on top of her and unzips his pants.  He 
thrusts himself in her several times until he cums.  
Sweating profusely, he rolls over on the other side of 
the bed and zips up his pants.  He gets off the bed and 
walks over to the other side.  He pulls up her underwear 
and rolls down her dress.  He walks out of the bedroom 
and closes the door behind him. Hours later, DONNA walks 
into the living room. 
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ASHTON is sitting in a slumped down position on the sofa 
watching television.  He sits up and looks up at her.

ASHTON
So, how was your nap?

DONNA
I’m sorry that I went to sleep.  

ASHTON picks up his keys from the coffee table and stands 
up from the sofa.  He walks over to the television set 
and turns it off.

ASHTON
Why don’t you get your things 
together. I’ll take you home.

DONNA walks over to the coffee table and picks up her 
cell phone.  ASHTON walks over to the door and opens it.  
DONNA walks out of the door.  ASHTON walks out, closing 
the door behind him.

EXT: YVONNE’S HOUSE - DAY

Backyard

YVONNE and her two sisters are wearing knee pads bent 
down on their knees planting various flowers. NICOLE and 
TIFFANY rush the into the backyard.  The ladies stand up 
from the ground.  NICOLE gives her mother and aunts a 
hug.  

YVONNE
What are you two doing here?

TIFFANY
Hi ladies.

YVONNE, Aunt #1 and Aunt #2 gives TIFFANY a hug.

NICOLE
(to Yvonne)

Mama, I can’t wait to tell you 
what happened last night.

AUNT #1
Let’s go over here and sit down. 

The ladies walk over to the patio chairs and sit down.

YVONNE
What happened?

52.

CONTINUED:

(CONTINUED)



NICOLE
Yesterday, we went to make a 
delivery at a restaurant where  
Donna and Ashton were having 
dinner.

AUNT #2
Don’t tell me that they had to 
escort you two out of there for 
fighting?

NICOLE
No.  When Tiffany took the dessert 
tray over to their table, Ashton  
looked as if he seen a ghost.

TIFFANY
He started sweating and looked 
very nervous.

AUNT #1
What kind of information do you 
have on him? Spill it.

TIFFANY
Many years ago, he used to be a 
Sports Medicine Doctor.

AUNT #1
What happened?

TIFFANY
I was on the Olympic Track Team. 
He was fired because two of my 
teammates overdosed on 
prescription pills and died.

AUNT #1
That’s terrible.

TIFFANY
The company that he worked for 
settled out of court with our 
families for millions of dollars. 
I was lucky because the doctor was 
able to revive me and he never 
knew about it.

In shock, Aunt #1, Aunt #2, NICOLE and YVONNE replies.

AUNT #1, AUNT #2, NICOLE, YVONNE
What?
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TIFFANY
When the investigation was 
launched, he wanted the scandal to 
just go away. I read the newspaper  
article and he did not admit to 
any wrong doing.

AUNT #1
If he didn’t do anything wrong, 
then why would the company settle 
out of court?

TIFFANY
They didn’t want the case to go to 
trial.

NICOLE
He didn’t lose his pharmaceutical 
license. I found a lot of 
information on the case on the 
internet.

YVONNE
Don’t you think that Donna should 
know about this?

NICOLE
Mama, you know that she’s not 
going to believe us.

TIFFANY
She might this time.  

YVONNE
Why?

TIFFANY
I was supposed to be the surprise 
witness had the case gone to 
trial.

NICOLE
I’m confused. I found you sitting 
on the ground beside the dumpster 
near my store.

TIFFANY
We were dating for six months.  He 
went through my purse and made a 
duplicate key to my apartment.  
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When he found out that I was going 
to be the surprise witness, he 
walked into my apartment and beat 
me to an inch of my life.  

NICOLE
That’s terrible.

TIFFANY
He held me down with his weight on 
my back and tied a rubber tie 
around my arm. He had a syringe 
filled with heroine and injected 
it into my arm. He thought that I 
was dead and he left. When I 
finally came to, I ran out of the 
my apartment.

NICOLE
Did he sexually assault you?

AUNT #1
How could she possibly remember 
what happened to her? 

YVONNE jumps up from the patio chair.

YVONNE
Why are we still sitting here?  We 
have to go to the police station.

INT: POLICE PRECINCT - DAY

The police precinct is crowded with people inside.  Aunt 
#1, aunt #2, NICOLE, TIFFANY and YVONNE rush into the 
police precinct. They walk over to the lieutenant’s desk.  
He is seated on a high back chair behind a wooden desk.   

LIEUTENANT
Good afternoon ladies.  How may I 
help you?

TIFFANY
I would like to file a report.

LIEUTENANT
What kind of report?

TIFFANY
A report against Ashton Scott for 
unlawful force and use of drugs.
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LIEUTENANT
Miss, this is a serious offense.  
Are you sure that you want to do 
this?

Aunt #1 is very angry. She responds in a sarcastic 
manner.

AUNT #1
No. We came here to get the 
directions to the mall.

LIEUTENANT
Ma‘am, could you please go over 
there and sit down on the bench?

Aunt #1, Aunt #2, NICOLE and YVONNE walk over to the 
bench to sit down.  The lieutenant turns around facing 
his computer monitor.

LIEUTENANT
Miss, could you please have a 
seat. This is going to take a 
while.

TIFFANY sits down on the chair beside the desk.

LIEUTENANT
Could you please give me your full 
name?

TIFFANY
My name is Tiffany Amber Rivera.

In shock, the lieutenant quickly looks over at her.

LIEUTENANT
Are you the daughter of Justice 
Elsie Rivera and Doctor Alejandro 
Rivera?

TIFFANY
Yes, I am. Is there a problem?

LIEUTENANT
No. Please give me a minute.

The lieutenant picks up the telephone receiver.  He 
places a call, briefly talking to the person.  He hangs 
up the telephone receiver and places it back on the 
telephone base.  Minutes later, the chief of police walks 
out of a office.  She walks over to TIFFANY.
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CHIEF OF POLICE
Miss Rivera, I’m the Chief of 
Police. And I will be taking down 
your report. Please follow me.

TIFFANY stands up from the office style chair.  She walks 
into the chief of police’s office.  The chief of police 
shuts the door behind her. Minutes later, TIFFANY opens 
the office door. She wipes her eyes with some tissue.  
Aunt #1, Aunt #2, NICOLE and YVONNE stand up from the 
bench and walk over to TIFFANY.  Aunt #1 puts her arm 
around her.

AUNT #1
Sweetie, are you alright?  Why are 
you crying?

Teary eyed, TIFFANY responds.

TIFFANY
It was so hard for me to relive 
that nightmare.

AUNT #2
It’s going to be alright.

CHIEF OF POLICE
Based on the information that you 
gave me. We’re going to launch a 
full investigation.

TIFFANY
Thank you so much.

YVONNE
My daughter is currently involved 
with Ashton Scott.  She is unaware 
of what is going on.

CHIEF OF POLICE
Please let her know as soon as 
possible. 

YVONNE
My daughter’s life could be in 
danger. 

CHIEF OF POLICE
Mr. Scott is unaware that Tiffany 
filed a report against him. 
Therefore, your daughter’s life is 
not in any danger.  
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YVONNE
Thank God.

CHIEF OF POLICE
My advice to you is to get in 
touch with her as soon as you can.  
Let her know what is going on.

YVONNE
I will.  

YVONNE looks over at her sisters. The chief of police 
takes a business card out of her pocket.  She hands it to 
YVONNE.  YVONNE briefly looks at the card.

CHIEF OF POLICE
If anything happens, please give 
me a call.

YVONNE
I will. Thank you very much.

The chief of police walks back to her office.  Aunt #1, 
Aunt #2, NICOLE and TIFFANY walk out of the precinct.

INT: NICOLE’S DELECTABLE DELIGHTS - DAY

Store front

NICOLE is leaning on the counter writing down a menu on a 
note pad. The store is crowded with customers. The 
cashier is at the register ringing up the various items 
for the customers. ALEJANDRO and his wife walk inside of 
the store.  He walks over to an employee.  The employee 
points over at NICOLE.

ALEJANDRO
Excuse me Miss Taylor.

NICOLE puts down the pen and looks up at ALEJANDRO.

NICOLE
Yes, I’m Nicole Taylor.  Do I know 
you?

ALEJANDRO
No, but I’m a colleague of your 
sister, Donna.
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NICOLE
Get out!  I know everything that I 
need to know about you.  There’s 
the front door, now go.

ALEJANDRO
Please don’t do this to me.

NICOLE is very angry.

NICOLE
If you don’t mind, I have more 
important things to do, like 
running my business.  Please go.

ALEJANDRO
Can we please go somewhere to talk 
in private?

NICOLE walks over to the cashier.

NICOLE
Please take care of things.  I’ll 
be right back.

ALEJANDRO, NICOLE and ALEJANDRO’S wife walk over to the 
far side of the room.  NICOLE has her hands on her hips.

NICOLE
What do you want to talk to me 
about?

NICOLE walks over to a chair and sits down.

ALEJANDRO
I just want to say thank you for 
helping my daughter, Tiffany.

NICOLE
How could you let your wife put 
your daughter out of the house 
with no place to go?

NICOLE briefly looks over at ALEJANDRO’s wife.  She 
quickly looks away.

ALEJANDRO
It was a very hard decision for me 
to make.  And I didn’t know what 
else to do.
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NICOLE
Did you come here to see her 
because she finally got her life 
together?  Or do you really want 
to be part of her life?

ALEJANDRO
Why are you so angry at me?

NICOLE
I found your daughter sitting on 
the ground eating food from my 
catering service.

In shock, ALEJANDRO is staring at NICOLE.

ALEJANDRO
I didn’t know that.  Is she okay?

NICOLE
Yes. I hired her to be my Pastry 
Chef and she’s living in a nice 
area.

ALEJANDRO
I would like to speak to her.

NICOLE
Sorry, she’s not available.

TIFFANY walks out of the storage room carrying an 
assortment of bread in her arms.  She places the bread on 
the large table. She is staring at ALEJANDRO.

TIFFANY
What are you doing here?

ALEJANDRO
I want to be part of your life 
again.

Teary eyed, TIFFANY staring at ALEJANDRO.

TIFFANY
Why? I don’t need you anymore.  
When I needed your help, you let 
your trophy wife put me out of the 
house.

ALEJANDRO
What else did you expect me to do?  
You were strung out on drugs and 
stealing from us.
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TIFFANY
Didn’t you realize that was a cry 
for help?! In the last six months 
I’ve been through a lot.

ALEJANDRO
I came here to let you know that I 
reinstated your access to your 
bank accounts and trust fund.  

TIFFANY
Why? All of a sudden you have a 
conscience?

ALEJANDRO
I did it for your own good. I was 
afraid that you would’ve use that 
money to buy drugs.

TIFFANY
Dad, I don’t need your money, I’m 
fine.

NICOLE looks over at TIFFANY.

NICOLE
Don’t be stupid. You need the 
money, take it. 

TIFFANY
Okay, I will. Thank you.

ALEJANDRO
Do you remember the guy’s name who 
sold you the drugs?

NICOLE
He is Pharmacist, Doctor Ashton 
Scott. The case involving the two 
females athletes who were on the 
Olympic Track Team died from a 
drug overdose was settled out of 
court. 

ALEJANDRO
What? Did he lose his 
pharmaceutical license?

TIFFANY
No. There wasn’t enough 
circumstantial evidence to link 
him to the murders.
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ALEJANDRO
Are you kidding me?

NICOLE
No. To make matters worse, my 
sister is dating him.

ALEJANDRO
Really? I have to go and try to 
talk some sense into her before 
it’s too late.

NICOLE
Why do you care?  You and Donna 
don’t get along at all.

ALEJANDRO
She’s my colleague and I’m not 
going to let her destroy her life 
with a loser. 

ALEJANDRO and his wife rush out of the back door.

INT: HOSPITAL - DAY

Donna’s office

DONNA is seated on a highback chair behind her desk.  
Lying on her desk are a pile of patients file folders.  
She is going through a folder.  ALEJANDRO walks into her 
office. DONNA looks up.

ALEJANDRO
Excuse me Donna, may I speak to 
you for a moment?

ALEJANDRO closes the door behind him.

DONNA
What do you want to talk to me 
about?

ALEJANDRO
I spoke to your sister Nicole 
about you.

DONNA
You have no business talking to my 
sister behind my back.

ALEJANDRO
She is very concerned about you.
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DONNA
As you can see, I’m doing fine.  
If you don’t mind, I have a lot of 
work to do.  Please close the door 
on your way out.

ALEJANDRO
I have to talk to you about a very 
serious matter. I really don’t 
know where to begin.

DONNA
The one thing I can’t stand is 
when people beat around the bush.  
If you have something to say to 
me, than say it.

ALEJANDRO
I know the guy who was responsible 
for my daughter Tiffany’s drug 
problem.

DONNA
Why should I care who he is?

ALEJANDRO
You should care.

DONNA
Why?

ALEJANDRO
On account that you’re dating him.

DONNA immediately stands up from the chair.  She is very 
angry. 

DONNA
Who do you think you are coming 
into my office making allegations 
like that? Get out!

ALEJANDRO
Donna, I know you don’t want to 
hear it, but this guy is bad news.

DONNA
You know nothing about him!
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ALEJANDRO
Why don’t you ask him about the 
case involving the two, female 
athletes on the Olympic Track Team 
who died from a drug overdose.

DONNA walks over to the side of her desk.

DONNA
I said get out!

ALEJANDRO
The company that he worked for 
settled out of court with their 
families for millions of dollars.

DONNA immediately walks over to the office door and opens 
it.

DONNA
Get the fuck out of my office!

ALEJANDRO walks over to DONNA.  He is staring at her face 
to face.

ALEJANDRO
If you continue dating this guy, 
and something bad happens to you, 
you deserve it.

ALEJANDRO walks out of the office.

INT: ASHTON’S CONDOMINIUM - DAY

Living room

DONNA and ASHTON are seated on the sofa.  Sitting on the 
table are empty food containers from a restaurant, a 
bottle of wine and two wine glasses.

ASHTON
Is there something bothering you?

DONNA
Have you ever thought about 
walking away from your career?

ASHTON
Sometimes I do. Why?
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DONNA
I feel as though I’m way over my 
head with the Lead Surgeon’s job.  
It’s a constant reminder of what I 
have sacrificed.

ASHTON
Like what?

DONNA
A married life, two kids. All I 
want is to be happy, but I can’t.

ASHTON
Yes you can, it’s not too late.

DONNA
I’m too stressed out and about to 
explode.  I need something, 
anything to calm me down.

ASHTON gets up from the sofa.  He walks over to the 
wetbar, opens up a cabinet and pulls out a small box.  He 
walks back over to the sofa and sits down.  DONNA is 
staring at the box.

DONNA
What’s in the box?

ASHTON
It’s the answer to your problems.

ASHTON opens up the box. DONNA looks inside of it.  He 
places the box on the table and takes two Ecstasy pills 
out of the box.

DONNA
What is this?

ASHTON
It’s Ecstasy, a real stress 
reliever.

DONNA
Wait a minute, I don’t do drugs.

ASHTON
Why would I give you something 
that can hurt you? I just want to 
help you relax.

DONNA
Where did you get this from?
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ASHTON
I’m a Pharmacist. Don’t worry, 
Ecstasy has the same side effects 
as Valium.

DONNA
I don’t know if I should take 
this. What if I become dependent 
on it.

ASHTON
Trust me, you won’t.  When I’m 
feeling stressed out, I sometimes 
take two of these pills.

DONNA
What’s stressing you out?

ASHTON
Many years ago, I was a Sports 
Medicine Doctor for the Olympics.  
Three females on the Track Team  
had sport injuries.

DONNA
Were you able to help them?

ASHTON
Somewhat. 

DONNA
What did you do?

ASHTON
I prescribed ibuprofen with 
codeine. After they were healed, I 
kept giving them the pills.

DONNA
How could you do something like 
that?

ASHTON
I had no choice. They were coming 
to my home and job harassing me 
for more pills.

DONNA
Really? Did you tell anybody else 
about this?
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ASHTON
No. The two young ladies died from 
a drug overdose and I was fired. 
The company that I worked for 
settled out of court with the 
families for millions of dollars.

DONNA is staring at ASHTON.

ASHTON
Promise me that you won’t say 
anything to anybody about this.  I 
could go to jail and lose 
everything. 

DONNA
I promise.

DONNA takes the two pills from out of ASHTON’s hand.  She 
puts them in her mouth, picks up a bottled water from the 
table, takes a drink and swallows.  She leans back on the 
sofa.  Minutes later, she is feeling groggy.

ASHTON
How do you feel?

DONNA
Nice, thanks.

ASHTON gives her a small packet of pills.  She puts the 
pills in her pocketbook.

INT: NEIGHBORHOOD - DAY

Nicole’s neighborhood

DONNA is exhausted, with blurry vision and bloodshot 
eyes. She is in her car driving down the street. NICOLE, 
KRISTEN, YVONNE are talking to some of NICOLE’s 
neighbors. There are people walking by. On the sidewalk, 
KRISTEN is playing toss with a big, ball with a group of 
her friends.  The ball rolls into the street and pass 
DONNA’s car. KRISTEN and a female friend run after it.  
DONNA continues driving down the street. The parents are 
screaming hysterically at the little girls not to run 
into the street. The crowd of people are screaming out to 
the little girls too.  

EYEWITNESSES
Stop! Stop! There’s a car coming 
down the street!
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KRISTEN stops, her friend continues running into the 
street.  The car hits the little girl. DONNA comes to a 
sudden stop, the car behind her smashes into her car.  
The little girl is laying in the street with blood 
gushing out of her mouth.  The little girl’s parents run 
over to her.  The mother drops down on her knees on the 
ground. She is cradling the little girl in her arms 
crying hysterically.

MOTHER
Oh my God! My baby, my baby!

In a frazzled state of mind, DONNA jumps out of her car 
and runs over to the little girl.  The male driver of the 
other car runs over to DONNA.  He is angry. 

MALE DRIVER
What in the Hell is wrong with 
you? You stupid Bitch, look what 
you did to my fucking car!  

EYEWITNESS
Sir, please refrain from using 
profanity.

NICOLE
Sir, it was an accident.

MALE DRIVER
You’re going to pay for the 
damages done to my car!

NICOLE turns his attention to the male driver.

NICOLE
She stopped you idiot!

The crowd of people are looking down at the little girl. 
The male driver looks over and notices the little girl 
lying in the street.

MALE DRIVER
(to Donna)

Oh my God. Miss, are you alright?

DONNA is leaning up against her car crying.  A female 
witness walks over to comfort her.

DONNA
I didn’t mean to hit her.

The little girl’s mother looks at DONNA.
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MOTHER
Get the Hell away from her!

A few of the eyewitnesses take their cell phone out of 
their  pockets and purses to call 911.  A crowd gathers 
around the little girl and her mother. The ambulance 
arrives on the scene.  Two EMS workers rush out of the 
EMS Truck and over to the little girl. Two police cars 
are parked on the side of the street. Four police 
officers walk over to the crowd.   

POLICE OFFICER
Can somebody please tell me what 
happened?

The teary eyed, mother points over at DONNA and responds.

MOTHER
This crazy woman hit my daughter!  
Arrest her!

DONNA
(to the police 
officer)

I’m sorry, it was an accident.

NICOLE walks over to the police officer.  He takes out a 
pad and pencil from his pocket. The EMS worker checks the 
little girl’s pulse. His partner rushes over pushing a 
stretcher.  They place the little girl on the stretcher 
and straps her down.  The EMS worker rolls the stretcher 
over to the EMS vehicle. The police officers assist the 
EMS worker putting the stretcher inside of the EMS 
vehicle.  The mother stands up.

MOTHER
(to the EMS worker)

Is my baby going to be alright?

EMS WORKER
I don’t know. We have to get her 
to the hospital.

The EMS worker runs over to the EMS Truck.  He gets 
inside of the EMS truck, he turns on the siren and 
quickly drives away.  In rage, the mother is screaming 
hysterically and lunges at DONNA. Her husband is holding 
her back.

MOTHER
I’m going to sue you for 
everything you got! Do your hear 
me?! 

69.

CONTINUED: (2)

(CONTINUED)



The police officer briefly looks over at the lady’s 
husband.

MOTHER
Everybody here saw her hit my 
daughter! I hope you die you 
fucking Bitch!

POLICE OFFICER
Sir, can you please calm her down. 
Okay can somebody please tell me 
what happened?

NICOLE
My daughter, Kristen was playing 
ball with her friends on the 
sidewalk.  The ball rolled out 
into the street and my daughter 
and her friend ran after the ball.

NEIGHBOR
Everybody was screaming for them 
to stop.  Kristen stopped but her 
friend kept on running.

NICOLE
Officer, my sister came to a 
sudden stop, but it was too late.  
She accidentally hit the little 
girl.

The police officer walks over to the little girl’s 
parents. DONNA is sitting on the sidewalk.  NICOLE walks 
over to her. The mother yells out to DONNA.

MOTHER
You freaking moron! Don’t you know 
that pedestrians have the right of 
way! Asshole, I hope you rot in 
jail!

The little girl’s parents walk over to their car.  They 
get inside and drive away. NICOLE looks over at DONNA. 
The police officer walks over to DONNA and NICOLE.

POLICE OFFICER
The eyewitnesses are writing down 
their statements. I will get in 
touch with you once I have 
completed my investigation.

NICOLE
Thank you officer.   
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The officer walks over to the crowd. Teary eyed, DONNA 
looks up at NICOLE.

NICOLE
Don’t worry, everything is going 
to be alright.

DONNA
I can’t believe that I hit a 
little girl. I’m a horrible person 
and I deserve to die.

NICOLE
Sweetie, don’t say that. Let’s go 
inside the house.

DONNA
I’m tired, hungry and I need to 
lay down.

DONNA lays down on the sidewalk. NICOLE and a male 
neighbor picks her up off of the ground.  NICOLE assists 
DONNA inside her house and closes the door behind her.

INT: HOSPITAL - DAY

Hospital room

The five year old little girl is lying in a hospital bed.  
Her head is wrapped in a gauge bandage.  There are oxygen 
tubes in her nose and an intravenous tube in her arm.  A 
nurse is seated on a chair in the room. The room is 
filled with various cards, floral arrangements and 
stuffed animals. DONNA and NICOLE walk into the room.  
DONNA is carrying a huge, stuffed animal. She walks over 
and puts it on a chair.  She walks over to the bed where 
the little girl is lying. Teary eyed, DONNA reaches over 
and briefly touches the little girl’s hand.

NICOLE
Are you going to be alright?

DONNA
I think so.  When I”m driving down 
the road and I see kids playing, I 
get a sick feeling in the pit of 
my stomach hoping that they don’t 
dart out into the street.

NICOLE
You didn’t know that she was going 
to run out into the street.
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DONNA
I feel the same way when I see an 
animal standing still in the  
middle of the road.   

NICOLE
It seems as though people have 
more accidents trying to avoid 
hitting animals.

DONNA
I’m paying for all of her medical 
expenses.  I’m scheduled to do 
community service and I had to pay 
the little girl’s parents five 
hundred thousand dollars.

NICOLE
That’s a small price to pay 
considering that you did not kill 
her. If you did, you would be in 
jail right now.

DONNA
I know.

NICOLE
I’ll be right back.  Do you want 
anything from the cafeteria?

DONNA
No thank you.

NICOLE walks out of the room.  ALEJANDRO walks into the 
room and over to DONNA.

ALEJANDRO
Dr. Taylor, how are you doing?

DONNA
I’m struggling right now.  Is she 
going to be alright?

ALEJANDRO
She has a mild concussion.

Tears are streaming down DONNA’s face.  The nurse gets up 
from the chair and gives her some tissue.  DONNA wipes 
her eyes with the tissues.

DONNA
Is there a possibility that she 
could have brain damage.
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ALEJANDRO
I don’t know.  We are still 
running some more tests on her.

DONNA
How are her vital signs?

ALEJANDRO
So far, her vital signs are fine.

DONNA
Thank God.

The parents of the little girl walk into the room.  In 
anger, the mother forcibly grabs DONNA’s arm.

MOTHER
I thought I told you to stay away 
from my daughter.

DONNA
I know.  I just wanted to see how 
she is doing.

The mother quickly points over at her daughter and 
responds.

MOTHER
Look at her. How do you think 
she’s doing?!

DONNA
I’m so sorry.  I didn’t mean to 
hit her. It was an accident.

MOTHER
I can’t say what I want to say to 
you in here.  So could you please 
step come out to the hallway with 
me?

DONNA and the mother walk out into the hallway.  The 
mother forcibly slaps DONNA’s face causing her to slam 
her back up against the wall.  In a daze, DONNA slides 
down onto the floor, her mouth is bleeding. DONNA wipes 
her mouth with the tissue. ALEJANDRO and the little 
girl’s father rush out of the room. NICOLE sees ALEJANDRO 
assisting DONNA to her feet and runs down the hallway.  
DONNA is angry. 

DONNA
Bitch, I’ll see you in court!
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NICOLE is confused.

NICOLE
What is going on here?

The mother responds.

MOTHER
I told your sister to stay away 
from my daughter!

NICOLE walks over to the mother and punches her in the 
face.  The mother lunges at NICOLE.  They lock up like to 
bulls fighting.  A few male nurses run down the hallway 
to pull them apart. 

MOTHER
Slut, this isn’t over!  

NICOLE
I dare you, put you hands on me 
again and you’ll regret it!

A male nurse is holding the mother in his arms.  She 
looks back at him.

MOTHER
Take your hands off of me.

The male nurse releases the mother.  Her husband walks 
over to her.

MOTHER
(to Alejandro)

I’m warning you, if she doesn’t 
stay away from my daughter, I’m 
going to sue this hospital!

The husband escorts his wife back into the little girl’s 
room.  He closes the door behind him.

ALEJANDRO
(to Donna)

I think that it’s best that you 
stay way from the little girl.  We 
cannot afford to be involved in a 
lawsuit.

DONNA
I just wanted to know how she’s 
doing?
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ALEJANDRO
I’ll let you know about her 
progress. In the meantime, please 
just stay away from her.

DONNA
Okay, I will.

ALEJANDRO
Why don’t you take some time off 
to get yourself together.  I’ll 
have Dr. Walters substitute for 
you until you come back.

DONNA
On a temporary basis, right?

ALEJANDRO
Right.

DONNA
Thank you. I really appreciate 
this.

NICOLE
Let’s go.

DONNA and NICOLE walk down the hall and over to the 
elevator.  NICOLE presses the elevator button, the doors 
opens and they get inside of it.  The elevator doors 
closes.

INT: DONNA’S HOUSE - DAY

Living room

Scattered around the living room floor are various, empty 
“take out” food containers, liquor bottles and tissues. 
Lying under the table is an empty prescription bottle. 
DONNA is wearing her pajamas, her hair is a mess, she is 
drunk and sprawled out on the sofa.  Sitting on the 
coffee table is a bottle of wine. NICOLE and YVONNE walk 
into the living room.  YVONNE rushes over to DONNA.  
DONNA turns her head facing YVONNE.  

YVONNE
Donna! Donna!  Are you alright?!

DONNA slowly opens up her bloodshot eyes.  She smiles a 
crooked grin at her mother.
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YVONNE
What are you doing to yourself?

DONNA is staring dazedly at her mother.  Her speech is 
slurred.

DONNA
What do you think I’m doing?  I’m 
relaxing.

DONNA slowly sits up on the sofa. She reaches over grabs 
a bottle of liquor off of the table and takes a drink.  
She sets the bottle on the floor.

DONNA
What are you doing in my damn 
house?

NICOLE quickly responds.

NICOLE
Hey, don’t talk to mama that way.  
Give her some respect. We’re 
concerned about you.

YVONNE
Honey, we don’t want you to ruin 
your life or career.

TIFFANY walks in the living room carrying a box of 
pastries.  She briefly pauses, looking around the room.  
She places the box on a table.

TIFFANY
What happened in here?  Are you 
celebrating something?

NICOLE
No, she’s not celebrating.

DONNA
Yes I am.  Alex told me that 
Kristen’s friend woke up from her 
coma.  I was told that she’s going 
to be alright. Now that’s damn 
sure a reason for me to celebrate!

YVONNE
When did you start drinking?
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DONNA
Six years ago. I’m so stressed on 
my job.  This is the only way that 
I can relax.

DONNA starts crying. YVONNE sits down beside her on the 
sofa.  She gently grabs DONNA’s hand.

YVONNE
Honey, you need to go and get some 
help. Maybe you should go to an 
Drug and Alcoholic Anonymous 
Treatment Center.

DONNA is staring at her mother with an evil glare in her 
eyes.

DONNA
I’m not going anywhere, you go. I 
can stop drinking any time I want 
to. I’m not an alcoholic. And I 
don’t need help from anybody.

NICOLE
You should really go and get 
professional help before it’s too 
late.

TIFFANY
Yeah, help cleaning up this place.  
It looks like a disaster.  I’ll go 
to the kitchen to get some trash 
bags.

TIFFANY walks out of the living room.  Minutes later, 
TIFFANY walks back into the living room.  She hands 
NICOLE some large trash bags.  They are walking around 
picking the trash up and throwing it into the trash bags. 
DONNA picks the liquor bottle from the floor.   She gets 
up from the sofa staggering from side to side.  She turns 
around facing her mother and takes a drink of liquor.

YVONNE
I’m begging you, please go and get 
help. If you want, I will go with 
you.

DONNA
Children are just like damn 
animals. They dart out into the 
streets, without any warning. 
Stupid asses!
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TIFFANY
Donna, would you like a bottled 
water?

DONNA briefly stares at TIFFANY and takes another drink 
of liquor.

TIFFANY
I guess not.

DONNA
The next time I’m driving down the 
street and one of those little 
bastards dart out in front of my 
car, I’m going to hit them.

In shock, NICOLE, TIFFANY and YVONNE stare at DONNA.

NICOLE
Oh my God Donna, you don’t mean 
that.

DONNA
Oh yes I do!

NICOLE
Mama, she’s going crazy.

DONNA is slowly turning around in circles holding a 
liquor bottle in her hand.  She stops twirling around and 
takes another drink.

NICOLE
Tiffany, let’s start cleaning up 
this mess so we can get out of 
here.  Mama, could you help Donna 
upstairs so that she can take a 
shower, and get some rest?

DONNA speaks in a low tone staring at NICOLE.

DONNA
You’re not my mother. Get out, get 
out.

DONNA staggers over to TIFFANY and NICOLE. She is trying 
to grab the trash bag out of their hand. They walk over 
to another area picking up the trash. NICOLE bends down 
and reaches under the table. She picks up the 
prescription bottle, stands up and turns around facing 
DONNA. 
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NICOLE
(to Donna)

Are you taking drugs?

DONNA
Why don’t all of you leave me 
alone?!

DONNA hurls the liquor bottle at the wall startling them.  

TIFFANY
Oh my goodness!

DONNA
Get the Hell out of my house!  All 
of you, get out!

YVONNE walks over to DONNA and holds her in her arms.

YVONNE
Baby, you need to get help before 
you end up destroying yourself.

DONNA
Why should you care?! 

DONNA falls down on her knees crying uncontrollably. 
NICOLE throws the bag on the floor. She helps YVONNE pick  
DONNA up from the floor.  They assist DONNA over to the 
sofa.  She plops down on the sofa and leans back.  YVONNE 
sits down beside her. DONNA looks at her mother.

DONNA
Mama, please help me. I don’t want 
to die.

YVONNE puts a pillow on her lap. DONNA lays her head on 
the pillow.  

NICOLE
(to Yvonne)

We’re going to finish cleaning up 
and go home. Are you going to be 
alright?

YVONNE
Yes, I’m going to stay the night 
and try to talk to her into going 
to get help. 

TIFFANY
If that doesn’t work? Then what 
are you going to do?
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YVONNE
I’m a Psychiatrist, I know exactly 
what to say to her. 

NICOLE rushes out of the living room.  Minutes later, she 
walks into the living room wearing a pair of gloves, 
carrying a broom and dustpan in her hand. She walks over 
to the broken glass, bends down, picks it up and puts it 
in the trash bag.

NICOLE
We’re going to dump this trash.  
Then we’ll be on our way.

NICOLE and TIFFANY walk out of the living room.

INT: BUILDING - DAY

Conference room

There is a group of people seated on cushioned, highback 
chairs in a circle.  The female counselor is holding an 
ink pen in her hand with a notepad on her lap. DONNA 
walks into the room.  Everybody briefly turn their 
attention to her.  She walks over to a chair.

COUNSELOR
Hello. Please have a seat.

DONNA sits down on the chair.

COUNSELOR
Would you like to introduce 
yourself to the group?

DONNA is nervous.

COUNSELOR
You don’t have to be nervous, 
we’re all friends here, introduce 
yourself.

DONNA
I’m Doctor Donna Taylor and I’m a 
Cardiac Surgeon. 

COUNSELOR
If you would like, you can sit and 
listen to the other members talk.  
If there is something that you 
would like to say, then go ahead.
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DONNA
Thank you.

COUNSELOR
Who would like to go first?

The counselor turns her attention to another member.

COUNSELOR
In the last session you said that 
drinking can solve your problems?  
Why would you say something like 
that?

MEMBER #2
When I’m drunk, I have nothing to 
worry about?

COUNSELOR
Don’t you know that drinking 
alcohol can lead to kidney 
failure?  

MEMBER #2
I know.

COUNSELOR
Really? Why did you come here 
today?

MEMBER #2
I realize that I’m an alcoholic 
and I need help.

COUNSELOR
What happened in your life that 
prompted you to start drinking 
alcohol?

MEMBER #2
Six months ago, I was walking home 
after a party?  When I overhead a 
lady screaming for help in the 
alley way.

COUNSELOR
Did you go and help her?

MEMBER #2
No, I kept on walking down the 
street. Then I heard a gun shot. 
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I turned around and saw a guy 
running out of the alley way and 
down the street.

COUNSELOR
Did you call 911?

MEMBER #2
No.

COUNSELOR
Why not?

MEMBER #2
I didn’t want to get involved.

COUNSELOR
Okay. What did you do when you got 
home?

MEMBER #2
When I got home, I walked over to 
my answering machine and noticed 
that there were a lot of phone 
messages on it.

COUNSELOR
Who were the messages from?

Member #2 starts crying.  He briefly puts his head down 
and looks up at the counselor.  He wipes his tears on his 
shirt.

MEMBER #2
The phone messages were from my 
mom. She told me that my sister 
was robbed and killed in an alley 
for her cell phone. 

In shock, DONNA starts crying.  The counselor gives DONNA 
some tissues.  DONNA wipes her eyes.

COUNSELOR
Do you think if you would had 
helped your sister, you might have 
saved her life?

MEMBER #2
Thinking back now, I should have 
ran over to the alley to help her. 
I keep playing that incident over 
and over again in my mind.
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MEMBER #3
Now you have to live with the fact 
that you’re the blame for your 
sister’s death. On account that 
you didn’t want to get involved.

Member #2 is very angry. He jumps up from the chair.  The 
counselor responds.

COUNSELOR
Sir, please sit down. Everyone 
please refrain from any comments.  

Member #2 looks over at member #3 with an evil glare in 
his eyes.

MEMBER #2
Don’t you think I know that? If I 
would had helped my sister, she 
would probably be alive today.

DONNA looks at the counselor. The counselor looks over at 
member #2.

COUNSELOR
Don’t be hard on yourself. There 
are a lot of people who will not 
get involved in any altercation, 
especially domestic.

The counselor looks over at DONNA.

COUNSELOR
Donna, would you like to say 
anything.

DONNA
Six years ago, I was promoted to 
the Lead Surgeon’s position. I 
started drinking alcohol and 
taking pills to cope with the 
stress from the job.

COUNSELOR
Please go on.

DONNA
A few weeks ago, I was on my way 
to my sister’s house because I was 
exhausted from working a double 
shift at the hospital.
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COUNSELOR
Did you take any drugs?

DONNA
Yes, I took an Ecstacy pill.

COUNSELOR
Really? Please go on.

DONNA
As I was getting closer to my 
sister’s house, I saw a ball 
rolling out into the street.

COUNSELOR
How fast were you driving?

DONNA
I was driving twenty five miles 
per hour.

COUNSELOR
If you were under the influence of 
drugs, why were you driving?

DONNA
My sister lives nearby my 
headquarters. So I drove to her 
house. My five year old niece and 
her friend ran out into the 
street. My niece’s friend kept 
running. I applied the brakes, but 
I accidentally hit her.

COUNSELOR
What did you do?

DONNA
I parked my car and got out of it.  
I ran over to the little girl. 
Shortly after, the ambulance and 
police were on the scene. Her 
mother told me to get away from 
her daughter.

COUNSELOR
What happened then?

DONNA
The EMS workers put the little 
girl on a stretcher and put her 
inside of the EMS vehicle and 
drove away. 
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Then the police took statements 
from the witnesses. I was told 
that she had a mild concussion.

COUNSELOR
I know that you were shaken up by 
the incident. Trust me, there was 
nothing that you could do to 
prevent the incident. As you know, 
children are unpredictable.    

DONNA
I understand. I realize that 
consuming alcohol and drugs is not 
the answer.

COUNSELOR
When you get home, pour out the 
rest of the alcohol and destroy 
the pills. If you continue to do 
so, you can lose your family, 
friends and your career.

INT: HOSPITAL - DAY

DONNA is walking down the hallway. Her colleagues and 
staff has gathered in the main hall. They are applauding 
for her. ALEJANDRO walks over to her.  DONNA is 
overwhelmed with emotions.

ALEJANDRO
Welcome back Dr. Taylor.

DONNA
Thank you everyone. I really 
appreciate it. And now everybody, 
back to work.

ALEJANDRO
If you’re not up to handling a 
full load, I can get Dr. Walters 
to assist you.

DONNA
Thank you for your offer but I’ll 
be just fine. 

The employees disperse from the group and goes back to 
work.  DONNA walks over to the nurses’ workstation.  She 
picks up a chart and looks at it.  A nurse notices a man 
and a little girl walking down the hall. He is carrying a 
huge stuff toy in his arm. 
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DONNA is unaware of their presence. The nurse points over 
to them. DONNA looks over and walks over to them.  

DONNA
(to the father)

What are you two doing here? 

FATHER
I asked your colleagues where I 
could find you. I wanted to come 
and see you before we go home.

Teary eyed, Donna looks over at the little girl.  She 
bends down beside here.

DONNA
So you’re going home today.  Are 
you happy?

The little girl briefly nods her head.

DONNA
Sweetie, how are you doing?

LITTLE GIRL
Fine.

DONNA briefly looks over at the huge stuffed toy.

DONNA
So, is this you’re new friend?

LITTLE GIRL
Yes.

DONNA
Does your friend have a name?

LITTLE GIRL
No.

FATHER
(to the little girl)

Sweetheart, could you please go 
over there and sit down so that I 
can talk to Doctor Taylor. 

The little girl walks over to the chairs and sit down.

FATHER
I had to bring my daughter here to 
see you after what you went 
through with my wife.
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DONNA
Thank you very much.  

FATHER
I also want to tell you that the 
schools are now implementing a 
Safety Program for children.

DONNA
That’s great news.

FATHER
As you know, children are 
unpredictable and accidents 
happens all of the time.

DONNA
I know, but when it happens, it’s 
upsetting.

The father signals the “come here” sign to his daughter.  
She stands up from the chair and walks over to him.  She 
takes hold of his hand.  DONNA bends down beside the 
little girl.

DONNA
Thank you for coming to see me. 

LITTLE GIRL
You’re welcome.

The little girl gives DONNA a hug.  DONNA hugs the little 
girl back and stands up.

LITTLE GIRL
Bye.

The father and the little girl walk down the hallway.  
The little girl turns around facing DONNA.  She waves to 
her and DONNA waves back at her.

INT: DEPARTMENT STORE - DAY

Pharmacy

DONNA is standing in a long line at the Pharmacy.  ASHTON  
looks up at her. She is tired, her eyes are bloodshot, 
her clothes are disheveled and her hair is a mess. 
Minutes later, she walks up to the counter with a 
doctor’s prescription in her hand. She gives it to 
ASHTON.
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ASHTON
Hi. How are you doing?

DONNA
How do you think I’m doing?

ASHTON briefly looks at the prescription.

ASHTON
What is this?

DONNA
My psychiatrist prescribed Valium 
for me to take.

ASHTON
For what reason?

DONNA
I’m really stressed out and need 
something to calm me down.

ASHTON
Why?

DONNA
I’m under a lot of pressure!

ASHTON briefly looks at the prescription.  He looks up at 
DONNA.

ASHTON
Take as needed. Your prescription 
will be ready in a few minutes.

DONNA
I don’t want Valium, you know what 
I want. Give me what I want, right 
now.

ASHTON
Miss Taylor, I can’t substitute 
your prescription.

DONNA is angry. She briefly looks around the store and 
looks back at ASHTON.

DONNA
You know exactly what I want. And 
I’m not going anywhere until you 
give me what I want. Do you 
understand?! 
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ASHTON
If you want my personal opinion, 
you really don’t need this 
prescription.

DONNA
I didn’t ask for your fucking 
opinion. Why don’t you just fill 
my prescription so I can get the 
Hell out of here!

ASHTON
What’s wrong with you?

DONNA
Does it looks like there’s 
something wrong with me?!

ASHTON
Yes.

DONNA
I need my medication.

ASHTON is staring at DONNA. A few customers line up 
behind her. She briefly turns around facing them.

DONNA
The Pharmacy is closed, now go 
away.

The customers walk away.

ASHTON
What is this all about?

DONNA
Are you deaf?  I want my fucking 
medicine now!

ASHTON
Miss, please calm down.

DONNA
Don’t tell me to calm down!

ASHTON
I cannot give you another 
prescription to take.

DONNA is staring at ASHTON with a strange expression on 
her face.
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DONNA
You know that I don’t like playing 
games.

ASHTON
What’s wrong with you?

DONNA
Can you please fill my 
prescription so I can leave.

ASHTON reaches across the counter and forcibly grabs 
DONNA’s arm.  She snatches her arm away from him.  A 
police offer walks over to DONNA.

POLICE OFFICER
Miss, is everything alright?

DONNA
Yes.

The police officer walks away.

DONNA
Who in the Hell do you think you 
are grabbing me like that?

ASHTON
I knew it, you’re hooked.

DONNA
I came here to get my 
prescription, not a lecture.

ASHTON
In that case, Miss, could you 
please come back in twenty-
minutes.  Your prescription will 
be ready in a few minutes.

DONNA leans in closer towards ASHTON.

DONNA
Listen hear buddy, if you don’t 
give me what I want, I’m going to 
go to the police and tell them 
everything that you told me.

DONNA walks away.  The male cashier clerk walks over to 
ASHTON.  Sitting on the counter are three medium size 
boxes.  
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CASHIER CLERK
Doctor Scott, would you like for 
me to take these boxes to the 
storage room?

ASHTON
Yes, thank you. While you’re down 
there, could you get me a pack of 
my prescription pads?

CASHIER CLERK
Yes, Doctor Scott.

The male cashier clerk picks up the boxes from the 
counter and walks away.  ASHTON bends down and unlocks a 
cabinet below.  He takes a box out of the cabinet, puts 
it on the counter and stands up. He quickly opens up the 
box. Inside of the box are Ecstasy pills.  He opens up a 
prescription bottle, puts six pills in the bottle and 
seals it.  He closes the box and puts it back in the 
cabinet and locks it. He goes over and prints out a label 
and puts it on the bottle.  DONNA walks back over to the 
pharmacy.  ASHTON hands DONNA the prescription in a bag.  
She gives him the money and he gives her the change.

ASHTON
Who do you think you are coming in 
here and threatening me?

DONNA
I’m the person that can kill your 
career. That’s who the Hell I am.

DONNA walks away.

INT: HOSPITAL - DAY

Donna’s office

DONNA is seated on a highback chair behind her desk.  On 
the desk, are a stack of patients’ folders.  She is 
looking through a folder writing notes on a notepad.  
ALEJANDRO walks into her office carrying a folder in his 
hand.

ALEJANDRO
Excuse me Doctor Taylor, do you 
know where I can find Dr. Walters?

DONNA
No I don’t know.  Why?
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ALEJANDRO
I’m going to need him in the 
emergency room as soon as 
possible.

DONNA stands up from the chair and walks around her desk.  
She is standing beside her desk.

DONNA
Why do you need him, I’m standing 
right here.

ALEJANDRO
I chose him to perform the surgery 
and not you.

DONNA
Why?

ALEJANDRO
He’s one of the best Cardiac 
Surgeons besides yourself in the 
business.

DONNA
I’m aware of that.

ALEJANDRO
After everything that you went 
through, I think that it’s too 
soon for you to perform surgeries.  

DONNA
Trust me, I can handle it.

ALEJANDRO
I’m not feeling too confident in 
you right now.

DONNA
In all of my years of performing 
heart surgery, I have never lost a 
patient.  

ALEJANDRO
True. But I’m not convinced.

ALEJANDRO briefly looks into the file folder.  DONNA is 
curious.

DONNA
Who’s the patient?  
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ALEJANDRO
Mrs. Claudia Morrison. She’s an 
African American lady in her mid-
sixties. She has diabetes, high 
blood pressure and high 
cholesterol. She also had a few 
mild heart attacks.

DONNA
Oh no, this can’t be true.

In shock, DONNA has a horrified look on her face staring 
at ALEJANDRO.  He looks up at her.

ALEJANDRO
Do you know her?

Teary eyed, DONNA responds.

DONNA
Yes. She was my nanny.

DONNA slowly walks over to the sofa and sits down.  She 
takes a few tissues out of the tissue box sitting on a 
small table.

ALEJANDRO
Are you going to be alright?

DONNA
Oh my God. What happened?

ALEJANDRO
A eyewitness told her family that 
she was driving down the road and 
a deer ran out in front of her 
car. She tried to avoid hitting 
the deer and had a heart attack.  
She lost control of her car and 
swerved into the median. 

DONNA is crying uncontrollably.  She wipes her bloodshot 
eyes with a few tissues and looks up at ALEJANDRO.

DONNA
Where is she now?

ALEJANDRO
She’s being prepped for surgery.

DONNA
I want to do the surgery. I can do 
it.
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ALEJANDRO
I can’t let you do this, you’re 
too emotionally involved.

DONNA
I can assure you, I can do this.

ALEJANDRO
Here’s the problem? If I let you 
do this, you’ll fall apart. You 
won’t be able to focus.

DONNA
You’re wrong, I will not fall 
apart.

ALEJANDRO
I’m not convinced. Why should I 
let you do the heart transplant?

DONNA
I’m a close friend of the family.  
The family will feel at ease 
knowing that I’m the doctor 
performing the surgery.  And I 
know her medical history. Where’s 
the heart?

ALEJANDRO
The heart is being flown here. It 
should be here soon. If you would 
like, I can assist you.

DONNA
Thank you, I would like that.  
Okay, let’s go.

INT: EMERGENCY OPERATING CENTER - DAY

Operating Room

There’s a team of doctors, nurses and an anesthesiologist 
waiting in the Emergency Operating Center. They are 
dressed in scrubs, wearing plastic gloves and surgical 
masks. The patient, Claudia Morrison is lying on the 
operating table connected to the heart and lung machine. 
The anesthesiologist is standing nearby. DONNA briefly 
looks at the heart and lung machine.  She is nervous 
looking over at Claudia. 
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DONNA
(whispers to herself)

God please give me the strength 
and focus that I need to get 
through this. Amen

The nurse replies.

NURSE
Doctor Taylor, are you alright?

DONNA
Yes.

DONNA takes a deep breath and exhales slowly.

DONNA
(to anesthesiologist)

Is the patient under?

ANESTHESIOLOGIST
Yes Doctor Taylor

Tears rolls down DONNA’s face. The nurse briefly looks 
over at her. DONNA picks up the oscillating saw and turns 
it on.  She is feeling exhausted.

ALEJANDRO
Dr. Taylor, are you sure you can 
do this? 

DONNA briefly looks over at ALEJANDRO.

DONNA
Trust me, I can do this.

DONNA leans over, takes the oscillating saw and cuts 
partially straight down the middle of Claudia Morrison’s 
sternum. She gives the saw to the nurse, who turns it off 
and places it on a nearby table. DONNA slowly spreads 
apart the cut halves of the sternum with her hands. The 
nurse gives DONNA a retractor. She carefully puts the 
retractor in place. She uses a diathermy to cut through 
the pericardium. She disconnects the damaged heart from 
the left atrium, removes it and hands it to the nurse. 
The nurse places the damaged heart in a tray. DONNA 
briefly looks over at the cardiopulmonary bypass machine. 

ALEJANDRO
(to Donna)

Dr. Taylor, are you okay? 
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DONNA
I’m fine. Nurse, please give me 
the heart. 

ALEJANDRO
Doctor Taylor, I can see that you 
have everything under control. So, 
I’ll be on my way.

ALEJANDRO walks out of the operating room. The nurse 
opens up the ice chest and takes out the heart. She hands 
the heart to DONNA. She trims the heart to fit snugly in 
the chest cavity.

DONNA
I’m getting ready to place the 
heart in the thoracic cavity.

She places the heart in the heart thoracic cavity. A male 
intern is standing nearby watching DONNA. She connects 
the heart to the right atrium.

INTERN
Excuse me, Doctor Taylor, you made 
a mistake. You connected the heart 
to the right atrium and not the 
left atrium.

DONNA quickly looks at the intern.  She is angry.

DONNA
Who do you think you are telling 
me how to do my job?

INTERN
I noticed that you connected it to 
the right atrium.

DONNA
I’m the doctor and you’re just an 
intern. Next time, keep your mouth 
shut and learn from experience.

Minutes later, she plucks the heart. The heart begins to 
beat. DONNA sighs and briefly puts her head down. She 
secures the sternum using customized plates and screws to 
hold the breastbone and ribs in place. DONNA takes off 
her surgical mask.  She briefly looks over at the intern 
and walks out of the door of the Emergency Operating 
Center.

A male doctor looks over at the intern.
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INTERN
I thought that I was doing the 
right thing by telling Doctor 
Taylor what she did was wrong.

DOCTOR
In this business, you have to 
learn from experience and Doctor 
Taylor has a lot of experience. 
Could you please take the patient 
to the recovery room?

INTERN
Yes doctor. 

INT: HOSPITAL - DAY

DONNA is standing at the nurses’ workstation signing a 
stack of medical forms sitting in a stack on the counter.  
ALEJANDRO, along with two doctors run pass her.  She 
turns her attention to the commotion going on down the 
hall in front of the Recovery Room. DONNA places the ink 
pen on the counter. She runs down the hall to the 
Recovery Room.  Claudia’s family is standing outside of 
the door. 

ALEJANDRO
(to Claudia’s 
daughter)

I’m sorry to have to tell you 
this, but your mother passed away 
an hour ago.

The daughter screams and cries uncontrollably. A male 
relative assists her over to a chair. She plops down on 
the chair, leaning over to the side in anguish. DONNA 
walks over to ALEJANDRO.

DONNA
What’s going on here?

ALEJANDRO
An hour ago, Mrs. Morrison passed 
away.

In shock, DONNA is staring at ALEJANDRO.  Tears began 
flowing down her face.

DONNA
I don’t understand, when I left 
the operating room, she was fine.
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Claudia’s sister walks over to ALEJANDRO.

SISTER
Can you please tell me what went 
wrong?  What caused my sister’s 
death?

ALEJANDRO
As soon as I get the results from 
the autopsy, I will let you know.

SISTER
I know my sister was diabetic and 
she had high blood pressure.

A male nurse walks out of the Recovery Room pushing a 
hospital bed with Claudia’s dead body on it.  ALEJANDRO 
looks over at the nurse.

ALEJANDRO
Could you please stop for a 
moment?

Claudia’s, grieving daughter slowly gets up from the 
chair.  She is being assisted by her uncle. He walks her 
over to Claudia. The daughter leans over and gives her a 
kiss on the cheek.

DAUGHTER
Mama, I don’t know what I’m going 
to do without you.  I love you.

Claudia’s brother puts the sheet over her face.  The 
daughter continues crying uncontrollably. The male nurse 
walks down the hall pushing the bed. He stops in front of 
the elevator and pushes the button. The elevator doors 
opens, he pushes the bed inside and the doors closes.  
The sister looks over at DONNA.

SISTER
You look awfully familiar to me.

ALEJANDRO
This is Cardiac Surgeon, Doctor 
Donna Taylor. She performed the 
surgery on your sister.

The sister is shaking in anger walking over to DONNA.  
She forcibly slaps DONNA in her face. Her brother rushes 
over and holds her in his arms. He assists her down the 
hall, she screams out to DONNA.
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SISTER
You Bitch! You killed my sister!

ALEJANDRO is restraining DONNA.

DONNA
Let me go! I’m going to hurt her!

ALEJANDRO
Doctor Taylor, please calm down.  
Fighting is not going to solve 
anything.

SISTER
I’m going to sue you and this 
fucking hospital for malpractice!

DONNA
Whatever Bitch!

The family walk down the hall and over to the elevator. 
The brother presses the elevator button and the doors 
opens.  They walk inside and the elevator doors closes.  
ALEJANDRO releases DONNA.

ALEJANDRO
I was told that the intern pointed 
out to you that you mistakenly 
connected the heart to the right 
atrium. Why didn’t you listen to 
him?

DONNA
What are you saying, that I’m 
incompetent?

ALEJANDRO
Off of the record, I want you to 
know that everybody in the 
operating room heard him.

DONNA
If I’m incompetent, how in the 
Hell did I get all of those 
fucking degrees hanging on my 
wall?! 

ALEJANDRO
Well maybe if you would have set 
your ego aside and listen to him, 
Mrs. Morrison would still be alive 
today. 
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DONNA
The body is fallible. 

ALEJANDRO
The best thing for you to do right 
now is, to take a leave of absence 
until the investigation is over.

DONNA
So you’re blaming me for her 
death?

ALEJANDRO looks over at DONNA and walks away.

INT: HOSPITAL - NIGHT

Hospital Room

DONNA is lying in a hospital bed in a private room.  Her 
mother, YVONNE, sister, NICOLE, a female doctor and the 
chief of police are in the room with her.  DONNA slowly 
opens up her eyes.  She looks around the room.

DONNA
What am I doing here?

YVONNE
When Nikki and I walked into your 
living room, we found you lying on 
the floor and I called 911.  What 
happened?

DONNA
I walked over to the kitchen to 
get a bottled water.  Then I 
walked back into the living room 
to sit down. I opened up my 
prescription bottle and I took two 
pills.  That’s all I can remember.

DOCTOR
Who prescribed the pills for you?

DONNA
My Psychiatrist, Doctor Eva 
Wilson.  Why? 

DOCTOR
What prescription did she give 
you?
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DONNA
Valium.

YVONNE
I don’t understand what is going 
on here.

DONNA looks over at her mother.

DOCTOR
I have your tests results from the 
lab. The pills that you took were 
Ecstasy, not Valium.

DONNA is staring at the doctor.

DOCTOR
Ecstasy and Valium has similar 
side effects like addiction, 
confusion, blurred vision, and 
sleep problems.  This list goes 
on. 

YVONNE
How long have you been taking the 
pills?

DONNA
I don’t remember.

DOCTOR
The lab results also show that you 
have a trace of Rohypnol in your 
blood system.

YVONNE
What is that?

NICOLE
That is the correct name for the 
date rape drug. On the streets it 
is known as roofie.

Teary eyed, DONNA is staring at her mother.  She wipes 
her eyes with the bedsheet.

DONNA
I can’t believe Ashton raped me.

CHIEF OF POLICE
It sounds like he slipped a roofie
in your drink and took advantage 
of you. 
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According some police reports on 
file, there has been several 
complaints against him.  
Unfortunately, the victims do not 
want to file charges. 

DONNA briefly looks over at YVONNE.

CHIEF OF POLICE
Miss, would you like to file a 
complaint?

DONNA
Yes.

CHIEF OF POLICE
Is there anything else that you 
would like to tell me?

YVONNE
When you went to the pharmacy to 
fill your prescription who was the 
pharmacist on duty?

DONNA
Ashton.

YVONNE
Now it make sense, he’s the one 
who gave you the Ecstasy pills.

CHIEF OF POLICE
We need your help to get a 
confession from Ashton.

DONNA
How do you expect to me to do 
that?

CHIEF OF POLICE
We are going to put a wire on you.

DONNA
No. I don’t want to wear a wire.

NICOLE
Are you crazy?  If you don’t wear 
a wire, you’re signing your death 
certificate.

CHIEF OF POLICE
Doctor Taylor, by wearing a wire, 
you’re protecting yourself.
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NICOLE
You have to do this.

CHIEF OF POLICE
Doctor Taylor if you don’t wear a 
wire, your life will be in danger.

NICOLE
If something goes wrong, how will 
she let you know?

CHIEF OF POLICE
We’re going to give her a key 
word. As soon as she says it, we 
will immediately come in and make 
the arrest. 

DONNA
Okay, okay, I will, now everybody 
please just leave me alone.

DONNA is staring over at YVONNE. ASHTON is standing 
outside of DONNA’s hospital room listening to their 
conversation. The chief of police walks over towards the 
door.

CHIEF OF POLICE
Doctor Taylor, if you need me, 
give me a call. You have my 
number.

ASHTON immediately walks away.

INT: DONNA’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Living room

DONNA is seated on the sofa staring at the empty 
prescription bottles lined up in a row on the table.  She 
takes a prescription bottle out of her pocket and opens 
it. She puts an Ecstasy pill in her mouth, picks up a 
glass of water and takes a drink. She places the empty 
glass on the table.  She gets up from the sofa and lifts 
up her shirt and removes the wires from her upper body. 
She throws them on the floor and plops down on the sofa.  
The door bell rings.

Ding, dong! Ding, dong!

DONNA
I’m coming! I’m coming!
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She gets up from the sofa feeling a little exhausted and 
walks over to the front door.

DONNA
Who is it?

She takes the chain off of the door and unlocks the 
bottom lock.  She slowly opens the door. ASHTON is 
standing on the other side.  She quickly shuts the door.  
ASHTON forcibly pushes the door open.  DONNA falls back, 
slamming up against the wall. He walks inside of the 
house.  DONNA is feeling groggy and her speech is 
slurred.

DONNA
What in the Hell are you doing 
here!

ASHTON
What’s wrong?  I’m getting the 
impression that you’re not happy 
to see me.

DONNA
Go with that.

ASHTON walks over to the sofa and sits down. DONNA 
staggers over to the love seat and plops down on it.

ASHTON
Why are you trying to get rid of 
me?  

DONNA
I’m expecting guests in a few 
minutes.

ASHTON
Call them and ask them not to come 
over. I can think of a better way 
to spend our time, if you know 
what I mean? 

DONNA
Why did you put Rohypnol in my 
drink?

ASHTON has a strange expression on his face.

ASHTON
I don’t know what you’re talking 
about?
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DONNA
You’re a fucking liar, you raped 
me!

ASHTON
Are you accusing me of rape?!

DONNA
Yes, you sick bastard, now get 
out!

ASHTON
I came over here to give you 
something special?

DONNA
What is it?

ASHTON reaches into his pocket and pulls out a small 
packet of Ecstasy pills. DONNA reaches for the packet. 
ASHTON stretches his arm outward.

ASHTON
I’ll give them to you on one 
condition.

DONNA
Okay?

ASHTON
Tell me something, did you file a 
police report against me?

DONNA is exhausted and her vision is blurry. She looks 
over at ASHTON with a blank expression on her face. 

DONNA
I don’t know what you talking 
about.

ASHTON gets up from the sofa, walks over to her and 
stands in front of her. He opens the packet of pills and 
scatters them on the floor. DONNA stares at the pills and 
drops down on her knees on the floor trying to pick up 
the pills.

ASHTON
Do I look stupid to you?! I want 
to know, did you talk to the chief 
of police?!

DONNA
No!
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He snatches a handful of a hair and yanks her head back.

DONNA
Stop! You’re hurting me!

He releases DONNA’s hair. She turns around facing him.   
He grabs her neck and picks her up from the floor.  She 
notices the intent to kill in his eyes. She jabs her 
fingers nails in his face and scratches him. He 
immediately releases her neck. She is laying on the floor 
gasping for air. Blood is gushing out of his face. He 
kicks her in the ribs several times. She rolls from side 
to side on the floor crying out in pain.  He snatches her 
by her shirt, forcibly picks her up and slaps her in the 
face and releases her. She falls on the floor wiping the 
blood away from her mouth with her hand. Teary eyed, she 
crawls over to the wall. He quickly walks over to her, 
grabs her neck and picks her upward.

ASHTON
Do you know what I hate the most?  
It’s two faced Bitches like you 
who lies. When I get through with 
you, you’re going to wish that  
you never met me.

DONNA
Stop! Please stop! You’re hurting 
me!

ASHTON
Today, I was standing outside of 
your hospital room and I heard 
everything.  

DONNA is frightened. He places her down on her feet. He 
forcibly slaps her in the face and blood gushes out of 
her mouth.  She falls on the floor and wipes her mouth on 
her sleeve. He walks over to the sofa. She picks up a bat 
leaning up against the wall. She staggers over and hits 
him in the back of his head. He falls on the sofa, she 
continues hitting him in the head. He slumps over the 
sofa, blood gushes out from the gash in his head. She 
throws the bat on the floor and slowly runs towards the 
door. He gets up from the sofa and runs after her. He 
grabs the back of her neck from behind. She flips him 
over her shoulder, his wallet falls out of his pocket.  
In a daze, ASHTON is lying on the floor. DONNA tries to 
run, he grabs her foot and she falls on the floor. He 
quickly flips her over, climbs on top of her.  He takes a 
rubber tie out of his pocket. He ties it tightly around 
her arm.  She is squirming on the floor.  
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ASHTON
When your sister tried to warn you 
about me, you should have listened 
to her. Unfortunately for you, 
it’s too late.

DONNA puts her hand inside of her pocket. She puts a 
brass knuckle on her hand. She takes her hand out of her 
pocket, swings upward and forcibly hits his nose. He 
falls on the floor holding his bloody nose with both 
hands wincing in pain. She stands up from the floor and 
staggers across the room towards her cell phone lying on 
the table.  He gets up, runs over to her and grabs her 
from behind.  He picks her up and slams her on the table, 
breaking it in half. He snatches her up and throws her on 
the sofa. She is crying and wincing in pain.  He 
straddles on top of her, pulls out a syringe filled with 
Heroine from his pocket. He forcibly injects it into her 
arm. Minutes later, she is shaking violently and then 
stops.  He stands up, stares down at her with an evil 
grin on his face. In the foyer, NICOLE is talking to 
YVONNE. When ASHTON hears her, he runs out of the living 
room, through the kitchen and out of the back door.

YVONNE
Donna! Donna, are you home?!

NICOLE and YVONNE walk into the living room.  In horror, 
they quickly pause. DONNA is dead, lying on the sofa with 
her eyes open. YVONNE screams out.

YVONNE
Oh my God! No! No!

NICOLE is shaking. She takes out her cell phone from her 
pocketbook and calls 911. YVONNE rushes over to DONNA. 
She holds DONNA in her arms crying uncontrollably.

YVONNE
My baby! My baby!

Minutes later, a male detective, the chief of police, a 
forensic expert and two EMS workers walk into the house. 
YVONNE is sitting on the floor crying. The forensic 
expert walks over to the chief of police and hands her 
the wire.

NICOLE
I can’t believe she didn’t wear 
the wire.
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CHIEF OF POLICE
We have to do a full investigation 
to find out what happened.

YVONNE gets up from floor. She slowly walks over to the 
chief of police.  Her eyes are bloodshot and her nose is 
running.  She wipes her nose on her sleeve.

YVONNE
This is your fault! My daughter 
would still be alive if it wasn’t 
for you! You used my daughter to 
do your damn job and now she’s 
dead!

YVONNE lunges at the chief of police.  A female police 
officer tries to restrain her.  

CHIEF OF POLICE
Please take her out of here.

YVONNE is screaming uncontrollably. She is flailing her 
arms wildly. The female police officer is struggling with 
YVONNE trying to get her out of the house.

YVONNE
My baby! My baby is gone!

The forensic expert walks over to the chief of police 
carrying ASHTON’s wallet in his hand.

CHIEF OF POLICE
(to Nicole)

I want you to know the autopsy on 
Mrs. Morrison showed that she died 
from a massive heart attack after 
the operation.

NICOLE looks at the chief of police crying hysterically. 
A female police officer escorts her out of the house.

EXT: DONNA’S HOUSE - NIGHT

There is a crowd of people, EMS Team, police personnel 
and television crews standing near DONNA’s house.  Two 
EMS workers carry DONNA’s body out of the house in a body 
bag. They place the body bag inside of the EMS truck and 
close the doors. They walk over, get inside of the truck 
and drive away. YVONNE faints in the female police 
officer’s arms. They put her on a stretcher, opens the 
door and puts her inside of the EMS truck. They get 
inside of the truck and drive away with the sirens on. 
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NICOLE somberly walks over to her car, opens up the door.  
She gets inside of the car, starts the engine and drives 
away.  A female news anchor is standing near DONNA’s 
house.

NEWS ANCHOR
Breaking news. This is Channel 9, 
WACT TV News. I’m reporting to you 
live outside of the home of  
Cardiac Surgeon, Doctor Donna 
Taylor. A few minutes ago, I  
spoke to the chief of police. It 
seems as though Doctor Taylor died 
from an apparent drug overdose.      

INT: DEPARTMENT STORE - DAY

Pharmacy

There is a long line of customers waiting in line at the 
Pharmacy.  One by one, the male cashier clerk is ringing 
up their items.  ASHTON is standing over by the bins 
putting away various prescriptions.  NICOLE, TIFFANY, 
YVONNE, the chief of police, four police officers walk 
over to the Pharmacy section.  ASHTON turns his attention 
to them and walks over to the counter.  

ASHTON
How may I help you?

CHIEF OF POLICE
Ashton Scott, you are under arrest 
for the murder of Doctor Donna 
Taylor. You have the right to 
remain silent. Any thing you say 
can and will be used against you 
in a court of law. You have the 
right to an attorney. If you 
cannot afford one, one will be 
appointed for you.

ASHTON
What is this all about? Is this 
some kind of joke? 

CHIEF OF POLICE
Sir, please don’t make this hard 
on yourself. Please come from 
behind the counter and don’t try 
to run.  The place is surrounded.
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ASHTON walks over to the door, opens it and walks out 
into the general area.  A male police officer pats down 
ASHTON.  He puts is hand in ASHTON’s pharmacist lab coat 
and takes the keys out of the pocket.  

CHIEF OF POLICE
Are these the keys to the cabinets 
in the Pharmacy?

ASHTON does not respond. The chief of police looks over 
at the male police officer.  The male police officer 
walks over to the pharmacy door, opens it and walks 
inside. ASHTON yells.

ASHTON
Hey douche bag, you won’t find 
anything! Go ahead and look you 
fucking pig!

The male police officer bends down and opens up a 
cabinet.  He takes two medium sized boxes out of the 
cabinet and stands up. He places them on the counter and 
opens up the boxes. 

CHIEF OF POLICE
So what do we have here? It’s 
Ecstasy pills, cuff him.

A crowd of onlookers watch as the male police officer 
places the handcuffs on ASHTON’s wrists.  The police 
officer escorts ASHTON out of the department store.

FADE TO BLACK.

THE END
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