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EXT. FALLUJAH, IRAQ - MORNING

JOE WINN was from an upper middle class family. His world was 
shattered when the Twin Towers came down. He lost two 
relatives, a cousin and a niece. He tried to keep out his 
personal feelings but it became more difficult with each 
passing day. He joined the military, on this day his Platoon 
was being overrun by the enemy insurgents.

JOE WINN
(yelling)

Platoon leader to Bravo Company. 
Get to Sector 7 now! We just walked 
into an ambush.

CHARLES HOLDER was second in command. He had been an 
assistant High School Football Coach from Ohio. There was a 
rumor going around that he made a player walk fifteen miles 
from the opponents field to home when he thought he wasn’t 
giving 100% on the field. His motto was get it done whatever 
it takes.

JOE WINN (CONT’D)
Charles take two men and take out 
those snipers. That will buy us 
time. I’ll take care of the rest.

CHARLES HOLDER
Yes Joe!

Charles picks his best marksmen. Another shot is heard. They 
run in the direction of the gun fire.

CHARLES HOLDER (CONT’D)
We’ve got to take these guys out of 
their nest. They’re too close to 
order a mortar strike.

PRIVATE JONES
What do we do now?

Charles smiled at the two men.

CHARLES HOLDER
Look, the smoke is coming from the 
second floor.

PRIVATE JONES
Yes Charles!

CHARLES HOLDER
Well then they might need a little 
company. How many Grenades do you 
have?



PRIVATE JONES
Three Grenades Charles.

CHARLES HOLDER
You’re only going to need two.

They moved quickly to keep the element of surprise. A side 
door to the building was open. PRIVATE JONES walked slowly up 
the stairs.

PRIVATE JONES
This is lonely hearts I’m in 
position, over. 

CHARLES HOLDER
I’m going to distract them for a 
split second. As soon as you get a 
read on their position light them 
up with both grenades.

Charles sprints towards the road. Before he gets half way, 
two bullets hit a foot in front of him. A second later he 
hears two explosions.

PRIVATE JONES
Did you see that? I took out the 
whole second floor!

CHARLES HOLDER
Calm down son. I told you it would 
only take two. We need to get to 
the platoon and help our guys. It’s 
time we bring the fight to them. 
Get the other private and move your 
asses now!

Private Jones stops, then runs down the road towards the 
Platoon.

PRIVATE JONES
(yells out)

Stop something’s not right!

CHARLES HOLDER
The bad guys are running the wrong 
way! They’re coming straight for 
us! We must have gotten 
reinforcements. You two guys take 
the left flank and I’ll go right. 
We’ll meet up in sector 4. 

Charles ran for the nearest cover. An old Opel with no tires 
was blocking the entrance to a government building.
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He saw the look of terror on their faces as they ran by. He 
had to learn who was responsible for putting the fear of God 
in the enemy. The first person he met was Private COAHOMA 
BAKER. 

EXT. TWO MILES FROM EXTRACTION POINT - AFTERNOON

CHARLES HOLDER
Private my name is Corporal Charles 
Holder. What just happened here?

COAHOMA
Shouldn’t the lieutenant fill you 
in on that.

Charles sneers at Coahoma.

CHARLES HOLDER
I’m asking you Mr. I’ll get a 
report from the Lieutenant later. 
I’m going to say it one more time.  
What happened here?

COAHOMA
Yes sir, we ran into ten bad guys. 
Five are dead or wounded. The 
Others hauled ass out of here. I 
can’t tell you anything more.

Charles walked away from Coahoma with more questions than 
answers. He saw the lieutenant moving a wounded enemy 
soldier. As he approached the lieutenant the soldier spoke.

WOUNDED ENEMY SOLDIER
(yelling)

Where is the Panther? Is he here? 
Where is the Panther?

CHARLES HOLDER
What happened here lieutenant?

JOE WINN
Come a little closer. Look at this 
man’s wounds.

Charles kneels down to take a closer look.

CHARLES HOLDER
Where’s the blood? He’s cut above 
both elbows and his Achilles 
tendons are severed.
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JOE WINN
Exactly. Don’t you get it? These 
wounds were meant to immobilize not 
kill.

Charles stands up and looks at Joe.

CHARLES HOLDER
I don’t understand. We’re at war. 
You see your enemy and you take him 
out!

Joe smiles at Charles.

JOE WINN
You’re forgetting something.

CHARLES HOLDER
What’s that?

JOE WINN
The look on your face tells it all. 
You’ll never forget what you’ve 
just seen. By tomorrow everyone in 
your squad will know. The guys that 
were with this poor soul will tell 
what they saw today. It grows 
exponentially. That’s better 
advertising than a Hollywood movie! 

Charles shakes his head in agreement

CHARLES HOLDER
I see your point. One question. 
Who’s the guy responsible?

JOE WINN
You might have just met him. His 
name is Private Coahoma Baker.

CHARLES HOLDER
Yeah, I did. Kind of an arrogant 
bastard.

JOE WINN
Not really. He knows what he can do 
and he’s the best at it!

Charles wipes the sweat off of his forehead.

CHARLES HOLDER
So Coahoma is the reason those guys 
ran past me like they had just seen 
a ghost?
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JOE WINN
They did see a ghost. A red ghost! 
I’ve never seen anything like it. 
One minute we’re about to be 
overrun and the next those guys are 
running out of here like there’s no 
tomorrow. Before I say anything 
else I need to ask you a question.

CHARLES HOLDER
I’m listening.

JOE WINN
How long have I known you?

CHARLES HOLDER
About one year.

JOE WINN
Have I ever exaggerated the facts 
of any conflict we were involved 
in?

CHARLES HOLDER
No you haven’t.

JOE WINN
Well I’m not going to start now. It 
took fifteen minutes to reach the 
scouts. When we arrived bodies were 
everywhere. I counted ten. There 
were two men left, Coahoma Baker 
and private Winton. Private Winton 
was sitting down with a case of the 
shakes. Coahoma was standing over 
an enemy body. It looked as though 
he was concerned about what he just 
done.

CHARLES HOLDER
Concerned about what?

JOE WINN
I don’t know. 

CHARLES HOLDER
War does strange things to people.

JOE WINN 
Taking that into account it was 
still creepy. I’ve never seen a man 
use a knife like that. Half the 
casualties were caused by knife 
wounds. 
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There should have been more blood 
considering what just happened. I 
guess the guys who ran past you had 
seen enough of Coahoma. By the way 
why didn’t you shoot those guys 
dead as they ran past?

CHARLES HOLDER
It was too fast. Before we knew it 
they were on us.

JOE WINN
You did what you had to do. 
Speaking of doing what you have to 
do. I’ve got to give this guy a 
nickname. What do you think of S.S.

CHARLES HOLDER
That sounds like you’re calling him 
a Nazi.

JOE WINN
Are you kidding me? That’s not what 
I meant. S.S. Stands for the Savage 
Surgeon.

CHARLES HOLDER
That sounds too much like a horror 
movie. What happened here is more 
like a special effect.

JOE WINN
You know I think I like that 
better. From now on I’m going to 
call him S.E. 

CHARLES HOLDER
I’m alright with it if Coahoma is.

JOE WINN
Do you know why I’m liking this?

CHARLES HOLDER
Because it’s just a nickname?

JOE WINN
No, that’s not it. Simply put, he’s 
the only soldier I’ve ever known 
who could bring a knife to a gun 
fight and have the edge.
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INT. TWENTY YEARS EARLIER JOHNSON BUILDING FORT SMITH 
ARKANSAS - MORNING

ONNA a civil rights activist is a guest speaker on Native 
American affairs. As she walks into the hall with her head 
down studying her notes, someone can’t take their eyes off of 
her. She doesn’t notice her unknown admirer. WILLIAM JAMES 
BAKER was a product of his times. As a youth he had gotten 
into fights because he believed civil rights included Native 
Americans. William walked behind Onna and sat in the front 
row. After her speech William walked up to Onna and 
introduced himself.

WILLIAM
My name is William James Baker. I 
admire what you’re doing. That 
speech was perfect.

ONNA
Thank you Mr. Baker. You’re 
interested in Native American 
affairs?

WILLIAM
Yes I am. Do you think we could 
talk in more detail about this? 
I’ve never had a chance to talk to 
an expert in the field.

ONNA
I don’t see why not. I’ll be here 
for another two days. 

WILLIAM
Good I’ll see you first thing 
tomorrow.

EXT. JOHNSON BUILDING - MORNING

William opens the door for Onna.

ONNA
It’s good to see you’re a 
gentlemen.

WILLIAM
With you always. There’s something 
I need to talk to you about.

ONNA
I’m listening.

William grabs Onna’s hand.
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WILLIAM
I’m interested in you. I hope you 
feel the same way.

Onna pulls her hand away from William.

ONNA
I don’t know you! We just met 
yesterday. What do you expect from 
me after twenty four hours, a roll 
in the hay.

WILLIAM
It’s not like that!

ONNA
Are you sure? I could feel you 
watching me yesterday.

WILLIAM
Let me put my cards on the table. I 
am physically attracted to you. But 
I’m not in high school anymore. I’m 
talking about a no holes barred 
relationship starting right now! 

ONNA
We’ll see.

INT. THREE MONTHS LATER JERROLD’S BAR AND GRILL FORT SMITH 
ARKANSAS - EVENING

William excuses himself and walks to the men’s room.

ONNA
Did you take care of everything?

WILLIAM
I think so.

William gets down on one knee.

WILLIAM (CONT’D)
I’ve been thinking about this since 
the day we met. I can’t wait any 
longer. Will you do me the honor of 
becoming my wife?

Onna smiles at William.

ONNA
I’ll accept your proposal under one 
condition.
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WILLIAM
What’s the condition?

ONNA
Our children have to be raised by 
Choctaw customs no matter where we 
live.

He looked at Onna turned and walked away. Five steps later he 
walked back and said yes. Coahoma was born one year later.

For a year family life was perfect. William drove to work 
everyday with a smile on his face. Onna took on the role of 
house wife without missing a beat. At the end of the second 
year layoffs cut the work force in half. When the mortgage 
couldn’t be paid Onna noticed a change in William. When his 
drinking became obsessive she would walk behind like a shadow 
reminding him of his obligations. 

ONNA (CONT’D)
How can you buy alcohol when you 
haven’t paid the mortgage this 
month?

WILLIAM
Don’t worry about it. I’m working 
on something right now. I’ll have 
the money by the end of the month.

Onna frowns at william.

ONNA
Are you kidding me! Who owes you? 
What deal are you talking about? 
You’re playing with fire. If you 
lose this house. That’s it. I’m 
taking my son back to Oklahoma!

WILLIAM
Let me worry about the bills. We’re 
just hitting a little bump in the 
road.

INT. HOME ONE WEEK LATER - LATE AFTERNOON

Coahoma’s birthday was in one week. He walked around in 
circles mimicking a train when his father came home from 
work. On Coahoma’s birthday william came home early and put 
together a scale model train. When Onna walked in the front 
door with her son his face lit up like it was Christmas.

COAHOMA
Daddy!, Daddy!
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WILLIAM
I think he likes it.

ONNA
Thanks Will.

WILLIAM
I wouldn’t have missed the look on 
his face for the world.

William smiled at Onna. He couldn’t contain his pride in 
himself and his son. He picked up Coahoma and looked him in 
the eye. 

WILLIAM (CONT’D)
This is a small part of your 
heritage. I’m going to teach how to 
live in the white man’s world!

Onna overheard the one sided conversation and sprang to her 
feet.

ONNA
What did you say?

WILLIAM
What are you talking about?

ONNA
You know damn well what I’m talking 
about! What world are you going to 
teach my son to live in?

WILLIAM
The real world, where he’s going to 
live some day.

Onna’s brown skin turned red. William was swimming in 
uncharted waters. He  tries to change the subject by opening 
another present. Before he could take the ribbon off. Onna 
picked up her son and walked to the bedroom. William knew 
nothing else could be said. He ran to the door and slammed it 
behind him.

After a night of drinking William returned home. At three 
a.m. He opened the front door. Upon locking the door from the 
inside he saw a shadow in the living room. Onna had been 
sitting in that chair since he left.

WILLIAM (CONT’D)
Why are you sitting in the dark?

She stared at him but didn’t respond.
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WILLIAM (CONT’D)
What’s going on? Are you hurt?

Onna picks up a nine inch buck knife on the floor under her 
chair and cuts herself below the right knee. She points the 
knife at herself then at William. William walks backwards 
into the kitchen and stumbles into a chair.

ONNA
I’m taking my son to Oklahoma. 
He’ll be raised by Choctaw law.

WILLIAM
What I said was just words. I can 
take them back.

ONNA
You can’t take back what’s in your 
heart. I saw this coming and tried 
to ignore it.

WILLIAM
So we end it just like that!

ONNA
Coahoma will always be your son. I 
won’t allow anyone to speak ill of 
his father. But I can’t be your 
wife.

WILLIAM
I learned a long time ago you can’t 
force a person to do anything they 
really don’t want to do. You’re 
making a big mistake, but I won’t 
stop you. This will always be your 
home.

Onna packed her luggage and called her uncle Clarence to pick 
her up at the Oklahoma City bus station the next day.

EXT. BUS DEPOT IN OKLAHOMA - AFTERNOON

Clarence drove ten miles from his home  to pick up Onna and 
her son.

ONNA
(a low murmur from voices 
at the bus depot)

You look well uncle.
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CLARENCE
I feel about half as well as I 
look.

ONNA
Are you ok?

CLARENCE
I’m fine. I just got of the wrong 
side of the bed this morning.

Looking away from Onna he notices her son.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
Is that Coahoma?

ONNA
Yes he’s little Coahoma.

CLARENCE
Son, do you know what Coahoma 
means? 

Coahoma shakes his head no.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
You never told him what his name 
means? 

ONNA
I did but he doesn’t remember.

CLARENCE
I think this would be a good time 
to remind him. Look at me.

Clarence kneels and Coahoma stares at him.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
In the English language it means 
Red Panther. Before long those 
words will be second nature to you.

ONNA
Thank you Uncle. Those words would 
have never been spoken in the town 
I just left.

Clarence picks up Onna and Coahoma’s luggage and packs them 
into the back of his truck.

CLARENCE
Before we leave I have one question 
for you?
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ONNA
Yes Clarence.

CLARENCE
I’m behind you all the way. Is this 
what you really want?

ONNA
It wasn’t a decision that I made 
over night. I knew my husband as 
well as I know you. I just couldn’t 
ignore what he was allowing the 
world to do to him. I won’t let 
anything or anyone hurt my son.

EXT. CLARENCE’S HOME SEVEN YEARS LATER - MORNING

Coahoma’s Training

CLARENCE
You are nine years old. For seven 
years I’ve shown you how to live 
off of the land. To this day all of 
your knowledge has come from your 
mother or me. You need to know 
there is another world out there. 
It will bring joy or sorrow, it all 
depends on how you receive it. What 
I’m trying to say to you is that 
it’s good to know the Choctaw way. 
But you must keep your mind and 
heart open so that you will be one 
with the natural and unnatural 
world. This is a lot for your young 
ears to hear. I know you are wise 
beyond your years. No one person, 
tribe or nation holds all of the 
knowledge. Right now your mind is a 
sponge. Keep it wet!

Clarence puts his arm on Coahoma’s shoulder and walks him 
inside the house.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
As your Autumns come and go you 
will understand what I have said to 
you today.

Coahoma looked at Clarence as it he knew what he was talking 
about.
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CLARENCE (CONT’D)
For now your mother and I are 
protecting you. When you come of 
age there will be a battle for your 
soul. Two Panthers will fight to 
the death. One is red the other is 
invisible. The Red Panther is good 
he believes in peace, love and 
humility. The invisible one is 
evil, resentful, and jealous. Do 
you understand what I am saying?

Coahoma walks to his chair and yells. 

COAHOMA
I just want to start practicing!

CLARENCE
Be patient, you don’t understand, 
but you will. Just remember the 
Panther that wins is the one that 
has been fed. I’m betting that you 
will choose the right one.

ONNA
(yelling out the front 
door)

The food is ready. Get your bodies 
in here before it gets cold.

CLARENCE
Enough talk for now. Let’s get 
something to eat. Tomorrow it 
starts for real!

COAHOMA
What starts for real?

CLARENCE
Your training. Be ready six a.m.

COAHOMA
I’m ready now!

Clarence winks at Coahoma.

CLARENCE
That’s what I like to hear! 
Tomorrow will be soon enough. Let’s 
get something to eat.
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INT. AT THE DINNER TABLE - EVENING

CLARENCE
I’m ready today. Your son’s 
enthusiasm is contagious. It’s 
affected my appetite. I’m going to 
eat whatever you put in front of 
me.

ONNA
Is that a compliment?

CLARENCE
Let’s just say I hope your cooking 
is better than it use to be.

ONNA
You don’t have to eat it. If you’re 
not careful you might be wearing 
it!

CLARENCE
Come on woman. You know I’m just 
teasing you in front of Coahoma. I 
love your cooking.

He looks at Coahoma and smiles.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
As a matter of fact I’ve been 
telling everyone how well you cook. 
The more I think about it, that 
might not have been a smart move on 
my part.

ONNA
What did you do?

CLARENCE
You know those characters that live 
around here. They might show up on 
my doorstep with some very strange 
looking animals for you to cook.

Onna walks in back of Clarence and whispers in his ear.

ONNA
If they can catch the animal. I can 
cook the animal.

15.



CLARENCE
I should have known it. For some 
reason I didn’t expect you to say 
it. After I finish this delicious 
meal I’m going to turn in. Your son 
is going to be a handful but I like 
that. 

INT. THE NEXT DAY - MORNING

Coahoma couldn’t wait for his training to start. At five a.m. 
he ran to his trainer’s bedside.

COAHOMA
Wake up Uncle. It’s time to start 
the training!

CLARENCE
Hey, what’s going on?

Clarence wipes his eyes.

COAHOMA
Training!

CLARENCE
What time is it?

Clarence looks at his alarm clock.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
Are you kidding me. Five o’clock in 
the morning! Boy you better get out 
of here. I’ll call you when the 
training begins.

EXT. IN THE WOODS NEAR CLARENCE’S HOME - EARLY MORNING

Coahoma asked Clarence to start the training. Clarence grabs 
Coahoma’s right hand.

CLARENCE 
We’re going to make a big circle. 
Drag your left foot while I lead 
you around. This is the circle of 
life. If you stay on the inside you 
will survive and prosper. If you 
wander outside of the circle. 
You’re lost. I don’t believe in 
sugar coating anything because of 
your age. You’ll find out trouble 
doesn’t care hold old you are.
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COAHOMA
Can we start now?

CLARENCE
Ok, Ok. Let’s begin. Do you 
remember what I told you?

COAHOMA
Yes I do.

CLARENCE
There’s one thing I didn’t tell 
you. The Red Panther also stands 
for a fierce warrior. He will 
always do what is necessary to 
protect his friends and family. Now 
listen very carefully. If you were 
facing someone you knew was there 
to take your life, what would you 
do?  

COAHOMA
I would take his first!

CLARENCE
That is practical except that there 
is a fifty percent chance that he 
or she would win because you were 
only thinking offense. If you 
strike him before he can get to you 
the odds are in your favor

COAHOMA
I know.

CLARENCE
If you observe him before he makes 
his move you can anticipate what 
he’s going to do next. You will be 
controlling his future. If you can 
control a man’s future you win 
every time. This is your 
introduction to defensive fighting. 
Know who your opponent is. What 
motivates him. Why is he standing 
in front of you willing to take 
your life. Always remember a man 
protecting his family will fight 
like a Wolverine. A man fighting 
for anything else comes into the 
battle handicapped. Use your 
opponents strength against him. 
Take him where he doesn’t want to 
go.  
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Do you see why you have to observe 
your opponent? You’ll know his 
moves before he does.

Clarence continued talking about the philosophy of self 
defence to his eager student. 

COAHOMA
I like what your saying but these 
moves don’t feel natural.

CLARENCE
Give it time. It will all be second 
nature to you before you realize 
it. One more thing, when you watch 
hand to hand combat in the movies 
each movement has been staged and 
rehearsed. There’s nothing left to 
chance. You’ll doing the same thing 
except it’s for real! If you let a 
man get within two feet of you your 
defence has failed. Let me show you 
something. Step forward, look where 
you are. You’re inside my elbows. 
Now hit me! Don’t worry you’re not 
going to hurt me.

Coahoma hits Clarence in the chest.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
That was good. You caught me by 
surprise. I see you’ve been doing a 
little a practicing on your own. Do 
you see what I’m trying to tell 
you? I didn’t have a defense 
against you. At that point it could 
be the luck of the draw. You don’t 
want that. Your enemy would have as 
much advantage as you.

Clarence sensed by Coahoma’s body language that the lesson 
needed a change of pace.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
Ok, let’s do this for real, show me 
what you got! Hit me again!

COAHOMA
Where?

CLARENCE
Anywhere! Come on, what are you 
waiting for? Remember I’m the 
enemy. 
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It would take two of your punches 
landing in the same location at the 
same time to have any effect on me.  
Controlled anger will give you the 
best results.

Coahoma threw his first punch without resolve or anger. 
Clarence saw the move coming. He blocked it with his left arm 
and hit Coahoma flush on the forehead with his right elbow. 
He lost his balance and fell backward. Clarence caught him 
just in time to prevent him from hitting the back of his 
head.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
Are you ok son?

COAHOMA
I’m fine. You just caught me off 
guard.

CLARENCE
In close encounters getting caught 
off guard could cost you your life.

COAHOMA
Don’t worry it won’t happen again.

CLARENCE
Oh yes, it will happen again. But 
only by the hands of your teacher. 
That’s enough for today. What do 
you want for dinner?

COAHOMA
What ever you have. I’m not hungry.

CLARENCE
Not hungry! Of course you’re 
hungry. In that case sit there and 
watch me eat.

INT. AT THE DINNER TABLE - LATE AFTERNOON

Coahoma changes his mind about eating and joins Clarence at 
the dinner table.

COAHOMA
You were right. The walk gave me an 
appetite.

CLARENCE
So all it took was a walk. Well, 
whatever, let’s eat!
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COAHOMA
What kind of meat did you say you 
were cooking?

CLARENCE
I didn’t say. It must be some of 
venison or it could be a squirrel 
or an armadillo. What can I say the 
meat was given to me by one of your 
mother’s old friends. I couldn’t 
refuse the gift.

COAHOMA
Why couldn’t you tell what kind of 
animal we were eating tonight?

CLARENCE
When he gave me the meat there was 
no head or tail. It was carved up 
into small steaks. Any more 
questions?

COAHOMA
No, I was just wondering.

CLARENCE
Good, let’s eat. It should be ready 
by now.

After finishing the meal Coahoma stared at Clarence and shook 
his head.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
Is something wrong? You better say 
something!

COAHOMA
I’ve never eaten anything with a 
taste like that. Am I going to wake 
up in the morning?

CLARENCE
It wasn’t that bad. Was it?

COAHOMA
All I’m saying is whatever animal 
it was. It didn’t want to be 
cooked. I’m a little tired. I think 
I’ll hit the sack early tonight.
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INT. CLARENCE’S BEDROOM - MORNING

The next morning Coahoma ran to clarence’s bedside in a cold 
sweat.

COAHOMA
Wake up, wake up! I had a dream. It 
must have been the mystery meat. 
Come on. I got to tell you while I 
can still remember it.

CLARENCE
I’m up. Why can’t you have these 
dreams in the daytime.

COAHOMA
That’s why they called them 
nightmares.

CLARENCE
I was joking. Now what’s this all 
about?

COAHOMA
I had this dream that I was flying.

CLARENCE
Hold it right there! This sounds 
like something that’s going to take 
some time. Let me get my pants on. 
We’ll get to the bottom of this. 
It’s time for me to get up anyway. 
Get my robe from the closet.

After putting on his robe Clarence walked with Coahoma to the 
kitchen.

COAHOMA
It seemed so real.

CLARENCE
They usually do. That look on your 
face tells me you never had this 
dream before.

COAHOMA
I don’t dream.

CLARENCE
Everybody dreams, some dreams are 
just deeper in your subconscious 
than others. This dream wasn’t 
erotic was it?
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COAHOMA
No.

CLARENCE
Good. It’s too early in the morning 
for me to be hearing that sort of 
thing. Now, give me the details.

COAHOMA
Last night when I went to bed I 
felt ok. When I was falling asleep 
it was like someone was watching 
over me. In the dream I was flying 
like an eagle.

CLARENCE
What color were the wings?

COAHOMA
They were white.

CLARENCE
I don’t recall that in Choctaw 
folklore, but I didn’t pay 
attention to every word the old 
chiefs use to say. Fortunately for 
you I happened to have a dictionary 
of dreams. I picked it up from the 
Thrifty Mart two weeks ago.  

Coahoma frowns at Clarence.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
Don’t judge a book by it’s cover. 
The same words are written in a  
Thrifty Mart book as the fancy 
bookstore downtown. You’re just 
paying for the fancy bookstore. Now 
let me take a look under flying. 
Were you soaring?   

COAHOMA
Yes I was.

CLARENCE
In the clouds or close to the 
ground.

COAHOMA
I was flying high in the clouds.
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CLARENCE
According to this book. You’re 
going to be successful in business 
and lucky at love. On second 
thought this is could be a load of 
crap. All you have to remember is 
one thing. I’m looking at the 
master of your fate. Whatever you 
put in life you’ll get out of it. 
Enough said. Are you ready for that 
hunting trip on Friday? 

COAHOMA
Yes sir.

CLARENCE
That’s where your thoughts should 
be.

EXT. OUTSIDE CLARENCE’S HOME TWO WEEKS LATER - AFTERNOON

While Coahoma washes the truck he wants to speak to Clarence.

COAHOMA
Two months ago I borrowed a book 
from the library called the basics 
of Karate.

CLARENCE
You decided to do a little light 
reading?

COAHOMA
I like the Karate movies.

CLARENCE
Whatever gets you interested. The 
source doesn’t matter.

Coahoma takes two steps back.

COAHOMA
Can I show you something I learned?

CLARENCE
I don’t know. Is this a trick move.

Coahoma smiles.

COAHOMA
How could I trick you? I’m just the 
student.
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Without warning Clarence lounges at Coahoma. Coahoma with a 
360 degree turn kicks Clarence on the back of his head. 
Clarence hits the ground face first.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
Are you ok?

CLARENCE
You learned that from a book?

COAHOMA
Yes I did.

CLARENCE
Show me something else.

COAHOMA
Are you sure?

CLARENCE
Don’t get smart with me. Show me 
something! Or maybe I’ll show you.

Clarence swings with his right hand. Before the blow connects 
Coahoma blocks it and uses a leg sweep to put Clarence on his 
back.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
You didn’t learn that from a book.

COAHOMA
Most of it was from the book. Some 
of it was from you.

CLARENCE
That’s enough of that for today. 
Getting my tail whooped by a pre 
teen. Are you trying to bruise my 
ego? Don’t answer that!

INT. IN THE LIVING ROOM EIGHT YEARS LATER - AFTERNOON

Clarence follows his nose from the living room to the 
kitchen.

CLARENCE
Something sure smells good! What 
are you cooking? I know it’s desert 
but I can’t place it. Don’t tell 
me. Let me guess. It’s Blueberry 
pie.
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ONNA
No.

CLARENCE
Raspberry?

ONNA
No.

CLARENCE
Blackberry?

ONNA
No. Do you give up?

CLARENCE
It doesn’t look like I have any 
choice.

ONNA
It’s a combination of all three.

CLARENCE
That’s not funny. I’m so hungry I’m 
going to forget about what you just 
said. When will the dinner be 
ready?

ONNA
As soon as my son gets here. What’s 
he doing now.

CLARENCE
He’s still practicing.

ONNA
How’s he doing?

CLARENCE
Don’t tell him I told you this, but 
it’s scary how fast he learns. In a 
week or two he’s going to need a 
new instructor. I won’t have any 
else to teach him.

ONNA
Is he that good?

CLARENCE
He’s better. It’s like it’s a part 
of his DNA. He really likes doing 
it.

Clarence walks to the kitchen table and sits down.
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CLARENCE (CONT’D)
Do you mind if I changed the 
subject?

ONNA
No. But what’s with that strange 
look on your face. If you have a 
question ask it!

CLARENCE
Since you put it that way. Why 
doesn’t Coahoma have a father.

ONNA
He does have one.

CLARENCE
You know what I mean.

ONNA
I told you what happened. I 
couldn’t take anymore of his life 
style. Do you really want to know, 
Because Some truths shouldn’t be 
spoken.

CLARENCE
Now you got me worried. I’m not 
leaving here until I hear the whole 
story.

Onna looked down and a tear fell from her right eye. Clarence 
put his arm around her waist and eased her into the nearest 
chair.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
I’m all ears.

Onna started crying. 

ONNA
On my wedding night I was attacked 
by my husbands brother.

CLARENCE
What? Did he...? 

ONNA
No he didn’t! What is it about a 
man that he can do things under the 
influence of alcohol that he would 
never do sober. That night they 
were having a good time at the 
wedding party. 
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My husband went to the grocery 
store to buy more beer. While he 
was gone his brother made a move on 
me. Then something strange 
happened.

CLARENCE
Stranger than what I just heard?

ONNA
I’ll let you be the judge of that. 
Out of nowhere a voice came out of 
me that I never heard or felt 
before. I told him if he ever 
thought of me in that way again it 
would be his last on this earth.

CLARENCE
What did he do?

ONNA
Nothing. He looked at me, turned 
around and left.

CLARENCE
Was that the end of it?

Onna grabbed the shoulder of Clarence for support.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
If you don’t want to talk about it 
now you don’t have to.

ONNA
No, I have to do this now. I may 
not be able to do it again.

CLARENCE
Let me get you something to drink.

ONNA
Later maybe, I want to finish it 
now.

CLARENCE
I’m listening.

ONNA
Two weeks later my husband went out 
of town to visit a friend. He told 
his younger brother to stop in once 
in a while to see how I was doing. 
Whenever he came by there was 
tension in the air. 

27.

ONNA (CONT'D)

(MORE)



He never looked at me. He just sat 
in front of the TV for a few 
minutes, then he would get up 
without saying a word and leave. It 
was as though he was building up 
his courage to try something again. 
I became more fearful than the 
first time he attacked me. I was 
hoping for the best, but deep down 
inside I knew it was just a matter 
of time before I’d have to deal 
with him one last time.

Onna is visibly shaken by the story she had to tell. She 
walks away from the table to catch her breath.

ONNA (CONT’D)
Two nights later my worst fears 
came to pass. About ten o’clock I 
heard a knock at the front door. I 
looked through the peep hole. There 
he was looking back through the 
door like he knew I was watching 
him. When I opened the door I could 
smell the alcohol on his breath. I 
told him I was tired and about to 
go to bed. When I ask him to come 
back in the morning he didn’t say a 
word. I would have left him 
standing at the door except for one 
thing.

CLARENCE
What was that?

ONNA
I never lock the door until I’m 
going to bed. Unfortunately for me 
he knew that too. He opened the 
door and grabbed me around the 
waist. I yelled for him to stop. 
There comes a time in your life 
when you have to do things you pray 
you never would. After the first 
attack I placed my ten inch buck 
knife between the box spring
And the mattress. While trying to 
tear off my clothes he didn’t 
notice my right hand had grabbed 
the knife. I gathered my strength 
and plunged the knife in to his 
chest. He screamed in a high pitch 
voice and fell on the bed. 
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Lying there gasping for breath I 
had no feelings for him. Then it 
hit me. What did I just do? There 
was no way anyone would believe me. 
The south was still the south.

Clarence looked at her and shook his head.

CLARENCE
I don’t know what to say. This is 
unbelievable. I didn’t mean to 
interrupt you go on. 

ONNA
I wrapped him up in the bloody 
blanket he was lying on and drug 
him to the garden. It took me four 
hours to dig that hole. The next 
day I planted corn on top of his 
body.

CLARENCE
Wow, that some story! What you must 
have gone through. Or should I say 
what you are still going through.

ONNA
You are the only other living 
person that knows about this. 

CLARENCE
There is one thing you omitted.

ONNA
What’s that?

CLARENCE
Your husband.

ONNA
I told him what he needed to know.

CLARENCE
Which was?

ONNA
His brother stopped coming by three 
days before he got back.

CLARENCE
What happened when he wasn’t able 
to find him?
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ONNA
Nothing, he’s still looking.

CLARENCE
When was the last time you saw your 
ex husband?

ONNA
I can’t remember. After I left he 
wouldn’t stay in the house. As far 
as I know he didn’t try to sale the 
house.

CLARENCE
How do you know?

ONNA
My name is on the deed. I have to 
sign off on it before the house is 
sold.

CLARENCE
Tell me something.

ONNA
I’m listening.

CLARENCE
Are you satisfied with your life 
since this happened?

ONNA
I try not to think about the past. 
What matters now is my son’s 
future.

CLARENCE
I can say one thing. I ask what was 
going on with you and I got an 
answer.

Onna walks away knowing she had shared a burden that couldn’t 
be held much longer.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
Are you ok? Your son’s going to be 
here in a few minutes.

ONNA
I’m fine. I’d better get dinner 
ready. Coahoma is going to have a 
healthy appetite after the routines 
you’ve been putting him through.
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A minute later Coahoma knocked on the front door.

COAHOMA
I hope you got something ready. 
It’s time for me to eat.

ONNA
Hold on I’ll warm up something for 
you.

While Coahoma is eating Clarence ask him about his school.

CLARENCE
How’s it going in school?

COAHOMA
So far so good.

CLARENCE
I’ve been talking to your mother 
and hearing things around town 
about a dance. It’s going to take 
place in two weeks. Funny thing 
though, I haven’t heard you mention 
one word about it.

COAHOMA
I don’t think I’m going.

CLARENCE
Why not?

COAHOMA
I’m not the best dancer in the 
world.

CLARENCE
Nobody is at sixteen, besides I’ve 
been watching you. And it’s there.

COAHOMA
What’s there? 

CLARENCE
That natural rhythm. From some 
reason it skipped a generation. I 
was left out in the cold. Think 
about it. Your mother can teach you 
the latest steps.

Onna shakes her fist at Clarence.
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CLARENCE (CONT’D)
Don’t worry about the dance steps. 
Just think about those moves you’re 
going to put on the ladies when you 
hit that dance floor. By the way 
did I tell you it was going to be a 
Sadie Hawkins day dance?

COAHOMA
No you didn’t.

CLARENCE
We’ll I’m telling you now. Be 
prepared for a different 
experience. The women choose the 
men. That can be both flattering 
and humbling. 

COAHOMA 
I don’t know what you mean.

CLARENCE
Think about it, you’re standing 
there waiting to be picked and not 
one female walks in your direction. 
Or you might have more than one try 
to dance with you.

COAHOMA
I see your point.

CLARENCE
Don’t worry about it you’ll 
probably end up with the perfect 
girl.

COAHOMA
Maybe I can rehearse at school.

CLARENCE
That sounds like a good idea.

INT. IN THE LIVING ROOM - ONE WEEK LATER

Clarence strolls over to Onna.

ONNA
What are you doing? 
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CLARENCE
Show me some of those dance moves 
you’ve been teaching the kid.

ONNA
My son’s a natural, but I’m worried 
about you.

INT. CLARENCE’S KITCHEN - EVENING

On the night of the dance Coahoma paces back and forth 
practicing his dance moves.

COAHOMA
What am I doing? This isn’t me!

ONNA
Yes it is. Or it will be if you let 
it.

COAHOMA
Mom, I really don’t want to go.

ONNA
You’re going! Those steps you 
learned will do you proud if you 
give it a chance. 

Onna puts her arm around her son’s waist.

COAHOMA
I can’t do this!

ONNA
Look at me, look at me! 

Coahoma raises his eyes from gazing at the floor.

ONNA (CONT’D)
Remember wisdom, love, and life all 
come from taking chances. Take a 
chance tonight. You’ll learn 
something about yourself. Your life 
will be enriched, and love well 
just forget about love for now.

COAHOMA
All that from one dance?

ONNA
You never know. That’s why I said 
take a chance.
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EXT. OUTSIDE SCHOOL GYMNASIUM - EVENING

Clarence gives Coahoma a ride to the school gym.

CLARENCE
Go in there and have some fun. I’ll 
pick you up in a couple of hours.

Coahoma hesitates but he walks into the gym when hears his 
favorite song. The students and teachers were talking but no 
one was dancing. Then the announcement came.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Ladies pick your gentlemen.

The girls lined up opposite the guys. They slowly engaged 
their prey. Coahoma was looking at his shoes. He didn’t see 
Charlotte until she was looking at him in the face.

CHARLOTTE
Don’t get any funny ideas. I chose 
you because you’re six feet tall 
and you look interesting.

COAHOMA
Actually I’m six feet two inches 
tall

Charlotte smiles.

CHARLOTTE
So you have a since of humor too. 
Come on let’s get on the dance 
floor. They’re playing my song.

She led Coahoma to the middle of the dance floor and suddenly 
stopped.

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
I don’t believe in that bump and 
grind stuff.

COAHOMA
I just met you a few minutes ago.

Coahoma shook his head and looked back at her.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
I’m a gentlemen.

CHARLOTTE
I just wanted to get that one thing 
straight with you.
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After the first dance some of the girls changed partners.

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
I really don’t feel like breaking 
in a new dance partner. If you 
don’t mind.

A warm feeling came over him.

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
Are you ok? You look like you need 
a little air. Let’s go outside.

EXT. OUTSIDE SCHOOL GYMNASIUM - EVENING

As they walked toward the door Charlotte put her arm around 
Coahoma’s waist.

CHARLOTTE
That’s better, the breeze helps. 
You know it would be nice if I knew 
your name.

COAHOMA
Coahoma.

CHARLOTTE
Wow that’s a pretty name.

COAHOMA
It wasn’t meant to be pretty.

CHARLOTTE
I don’t care. I still like it! What 
does it mean?

COAHOMA
Red Panther.

CHARLOTTE
Is that an Indian name?

COAHOMA
Yes it is.

CHARLOTTE
So you’re an...?

COAHOMA
Yes, I’m choctaw on my mother’s 
side. That isn’t a problem is it?
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CHARLOTTE
If you’re human and male and you 
can dance that’s the only thing I 
care about. You’re kind of funny 
sad and serious all at the same 
time. Like those sweet and sour 
candies that I like. I hope by 
saying that you don’t think I’m 
being too forward with you.

COAHOMA
What do you mean?

CHARLOTTE
You know, it’s like I’m getting 
into your personal business and we 
just met.

COAHOMA
If you see all those things in me 
and I haven’t said that much, maybe 
I should be flattered with your 
interest. Now I have a question for 
you. 

CHARLOTTE
Go ahead. 

COAHOMA
You haven’t asked me if it makes a 
difference that you’re white.

CHARLOTTE
I looked into your eyes, and walked 
out here to be alone with you. If 
that type of thing mattered to me I 
wouldn’t be here right now. You 
feel the same way don’t you?

COAHOMA
You’re interesting young lady.

INT. INSIDE THE GYMNASIUM - EVENING

Clarence enters the gym. Coahoma greets him with Charlotte at 
his side.

CHARLOTTE
Good evening sir. My name is 
Charlotte I’ve spent an enjoyable 
night with Coahoma.
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CLARENCE
Is that so? Did you first meet him 
in class?

CHARLOTTE
No. Tonight was the first time.

CLARENCE
I see. You have got to come over 
one night for dinner.

CHARLOTTE
I would appreciate that sir.

CLARENCE
Consider it done. Coahoma will give 
you the details later. It was nice 
meeting you Charlotte hope to see 
you soon.

CHARLOTTE
Thank you sir, I’ll be looking 
forward to it.

Charlotte smiles puts a business card in Coahoma’s hand and 
walks away.

CLARENCE
What’s on the business card?

COAHOMA
Four hour Dry cleaning.

CLARENCE
Look on the back.

COAHOMA
It’s her phone number.

CLARENCE
Interesting. And she’s very polite. 
By the expression on your face you 
agree with me. It’s getting late. 
We better head for home.

EXT. THE DRIVE HOME - LATE EVENING

During the ride home Coahoma talked about everything except 
Charlotte.
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CLARENCE
Did you really spend the whole 
night with one girl?

COAHOMA
Is there something wrong with that?

CLARENCE
There’s nothing wrong with that. 
It’s just you had all those girls. 
Hey, maybe you struck it rich the 
first time you panned for gold. 
Just remember you won’t be able to 
look at the world through those 
rose colored glasses that you 
usually wear. 

COAHOMA
What does that mean?

CLARENCE
Hold on to your perfect view of 
life for as long as you can. It 
will be challenged. If I’ve taught 
you anything it’s that you 
shouldn’t judge people by what you 
see. You will come out on the 
winning side only if you measure a 
person by what you feel. Never 
loose your instincts, they will 
always serve you well.

INT. IN THE KITCHEN THE NEXT DAY - MORNING

ONNA
Is everything ok? 

COAHOMA
I’m fine.

ONNA
You’re getting serious about a girl 
you just met aren’t you?

Coahoma looks down at the table.

COAHOMA
Yes I am. I’ve never met anyone 
like her before.
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ONNA
I know what this girl means to you. 
It’s just that you’re a little 
young for all this. 

COAHOMA
I didn’t know there was an age 
requirement.

ONNA
Don’t get smart with me! You know 
what I’m talking about.

COAHOMA
Sorry mom, I didn’t mean it that 
way.

ONNA
I know you didn’t son. You got to 
remember, the decisions you make 
now will last a life time. 

COAHOMA
Charlotte invited me for dinner to 
meet her parents. May I go?

ONNA
When is it?

COAHOMA
Tomorrow at seven.

ONNA
Go ahead, have a nice time, meet 
her folks and have an extra biscuit 
on me.

EXT. COAHOMA RIDES BUSES ALL DAY - AFTERNOON 

The next evening Coahoma rode three buses to make it on time. 
Charlotte was surprised to see him twenty minutes early.

CHARLOTTE
You’re kind of early aren’t you 
babe?

COAHOMA
When you told me what kind of cook 
your mom was I didn’t want to miss 
anything.
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CHARLOTTE
Lucky for you my mother anticipated 
this.

COAHOMA
What are you talking about?

CHARLOTTE
Dinner was finished an hour ago. We 
just have to warm up a few things 
before we get down to business.

COAHOMA
That sounds good to me. 

CHARLOTTE
Come on in and meet my parents.

INT. INSIDE CHARLOTTE’S HOME - EVENING 

Charlotte’s parents greet Coahoma at the front door.

CHARLOTTE
This is my father Rick Cooper.

COAHOMA
It’s nice to meet you Mr. Cooper.

Rick nodes his head in acceptance of Coahoma’s greeting.

CHARLOTTE
(yelling to the kitchen)

Mom, can you come out here a minute 
and meet Coahoma?

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
Coahoma, this is my mother Ms. Joan 
Cooper.

COAHOMA
I’m honored Ms. Cooper.

JOAN
Charlotte, you told me he was 
polite. It’s nice to meet you 
Coahoma. Don’t worry, dinner will 
be served in a few minutes.

Ms. Cooper walks back to the kitchen.

RICK
Coahoma, now that’s an interesting 
name.
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COAHOMA
Thank you sir..

Rick motions to Coahoma to take a seat in the living room.

RICK
So you’re some type of wannabe 
warrior. 

COAHOMA
No sir, not a wannabe. I’m the real 
deal.

RICK
I like your attitude, that’s the 
way you should answer a challenge. 
Anyone taking Charlotte out had 
better be able to take care of her. 
I’d like to ask you something. You 
don’t have to answer if you don’t 
want to.  

COAHOMA
I’m all ears.

RICK
There’s a legend in this town about 
your people’s ability to use  
knives. Is that a rumor or is it 
fact?

COAHOMA
It’s not a rumor. I was taught to 
make a knife then how to use it.

RICK (CONT’D)
I was just curious.

COAHOMA
Actually I’m proud of my ability to 
use a knife. I can do things with 
this instrument that other men 
can’t even think of. Would you like 
me to show you?

RICK
No, I get your point. I saw you 
looking at the pictures on the 
wall. They’re all of me in my 
military days.

Coahoma looks at a collection of medals.
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COAHOMA
You really won the Silver Star?

RICK
Yes I did.

Coahoma stands up and walks towards the medals to get a 
second look.

COAHOMA
What was it like? Was it a split 
second decision that you had to 
make in the heat of battle?

RICK
Isn’t always like that? Do you 
smell that? I think dinner is 
ready. You haven’t eaten my wife’s 
cooking before, you’re in for a 
treat.

They both walk to the dinning room table.

RICK (CONT’D)
Before I say grace do mind if I ask 
you another personal question?

COAHOMA
No.

RICK
Were you raised a Christian?

CHARLOTTE

(speaks in a loud voice)
That’s enough! I invited my friend 
for a home cooked meal, not to be 
grilled over the dinner table. 

JOAN
Rick she’s right. You raised your 
daughter to have respect for 
everybody.

RICK
I’m just asking him a simple 
question. If he doesn’t want to 
answer he doesn’t have to.

Rick looks at Coahoma.
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RICK (CONT’D)

My daughter can get a little 
feisty at times, but you should 
already know that.

CHARLOTTE
What are you talking about dad?

RICK
Nothing, I’m just thinking out 
loud.

COAHOMA
Mr. Cooper I’ll answer your 
question. I was raised by my mother 
and great Uncle. They both taught 
me Choctaw customs. Since attending 
public schools I learned how to 
coexist. I’ve read the bible. I 
would recommend it to anyone. 

RICK
Charlotte you’ve found yourself an 
interesting young man.

CHARLOTTE
I could have told you that without 
all the drama.

Coahoma excused himself from the table and commented on the 
meal.

COAHOMA
Ms. Cooper that was a very good 
meal.

JOAN
Thank you. I have to let you in on 
a little secret. Charlotte is a 
better cook than I am.

COAHOMA
I can’t imagine that. But I’ll take 
your word for it.

Rick sat down with Coahoma in the living room while the 
ladies washed the dishes. 

RICK
I’m glad we have a few minutes to 
talk before you leave. My daughter 
is a good person. We fight all the 
time. 
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She just has to be a little more 
diplomatic on where and when to 
pick her battles. She thinks very 
highly of you.

COAHOMA
Has she said something about me?

RICK
She doesn’t have to. I can tell by 
the way she looks at you. Or should 
I say the way she tries to avoid 
looking at you. You’re a lucky man 
. Don’t mess it up! Now that I’ve 
got my little speech out of the 
way, there’s one more thing I need 
to ask you. What do you see 
yourself doing after high school.

COAHOMA
I’m still thinking about it.

RICK
I see. Actually you should take 
your time. The way things are going 
now, it comes down to three 
choices. College, a job, or the 
military. If you need any help let 
me know. I should tell you, if 
you’re thinking about the military 
now is the time to start doing 
something about it. Are you 
involved in any type of training 
besides what you learned from your 
uncle?

COAHOMA
Last week I started a Judo class. 
The coach says I’m pretty good.

RICK
Before you go I’m still a little 
curious about your ability to 
handle a knife. Are you really that 
good?

COAHOMA
Better than you’ve ever seen or 
heard of period!
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EXT. CHARLOTTE DRIVES COAHOMA HOME - EVENING

Charlotte walks into the living room. Coahoma helps put on an 
overcoat. During the drive back to Coahoma’s home Charlotte  
ask Coahoma what he thought of her parents.

CHARLOTTE
What do you think of my mom and 
dad?

COAHOMA
I think you’re a lucky lady. 
They’re like a post card, with your 
dad leaping off the front cover 
right in your face.

Charlotte laughs and slowly places her right hand on 
Coahoma’s inner thigh. She looks at him and smiles.

CHARLOTTE
Is there something wrong?

COAHOMA
No, why do you ask?

CHARLOTTE
You stop talking. All of a sudden 
you got stiff. Relax I’m going to 
take good care of you.

They arrived at Coahoma’s house. She grabs his hand.

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
Your getting warm.

She squeezes tighter.

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
Are you sure there’s nothing wrong?

Coahoma unbuckles his seat belt to leave. Charlotte doesn’t 
let his hand go.

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
You’re forgetting something.

COAHOMA
I don’t think so. I didn’t wear a 
jacket tonight.

CHARLOTTE
Not that!

She points to her face.
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CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
I meant a kiss good night! 

COAHOMA
Sorry, I’m new to this.

CHARLOTTE
Don’t be sorry just do your job!

Charlotte held one hand. He kisses her on the cheek. At the 
last second she turned and pressed her lips firmly against 
his. After a minute he stumbles out of the car and walks down 
the road.

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
(yelling)

Where are you going? Your house is 
the other way.

COAHOMA
Thanks, it’s a little dark out 
here.

CHARLOTTE
Go home and get some rest!, I’ll 
see you tomorrow.

She smiles and drives off.

INT. COAHOMA RECEIVES A PHONE CALL FROM CHARLOTTE - EARLY 
MORNING

Charlotte sounds upset.

COAHOMA
How is everything? You’re not 
saying anything. Are you alright? 

CHARLOTTE
I am but you may not be. What are 
you doing?

COAHOMA
Putting on my pants. I can’t leave 
the house without them.

CHARLOTTE
Don’t get smart with me. You know 
what I’m talking about.
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COAHOMA
This is amazing. Now I know our 
relationship has reached the next 
level. You sound just like my 
mother.

CHARLOTTE
Ok then I’ll get right to the 
point. Why are you going out with 
another woman?

COAHOMA
Why not?

CHARLOTTE
What? What did you say?

COAHOMA
You heard me!

CHARLOTTE
Don’t move a muscle. I’ll be there 
in a few minutes.

COAHOMA
Hold on! I’m kidding.

CHARLOTTE
I’m not kidding. I need to see you 
right now.

COAHOMA
That’s not a good idea. My class is 
in an hour. If I see you first I 
might not make it there on time.

CHARLOTTE
You’re right about that. If I don’t 
hear what I need to, you may not 
make it anywhere for a while. 

COAHOMA
First things first. Who is this 
young lady you think I’m going 
with?

CHARLOTTE
Barbara!

COAHOMA
Oh, her.
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CHARLOTTE
Yes her! You were seen at the 
Burger place on tenth street.

COAHOMA
Listen very carefully. A picture is 
worth a thousand words but you need 
to read the captions first.

CHARLOTTE
So you’re a Philosopher now?

COAHOMA
No. I just want you to realize 
there’s only two women in my life. 
My mother and you. Not Barbara. If 
you have to know, we were at that 
burger joint for lunch.

CHARLOTTE
Why were you taking her out to 
lunch?

COAHOMA 
She’s a math tutor. I was just 
showing my appreciation.

CHARLOTTE
Why didn’t you ask me, you know I 
get all A’s in math.

COAHOMA
I was embarrassed to ask you for 
help.

CHARLOTTE
I’m a little hurt by all this. I 
thought you knew me. You can always 
come to me for anything. I’ll 
always be there for you.

COAHOMA
I’ll know better next time. 

CHARLOTTE
Enough talk, I need to see you 
tonight.

COAHOMA
What’s going on?

CHARLOTTE
Do I need a reason to see you?
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COAHOMA
You’re still mad at me aren’t you?

CHARLOTTE
I just need to see you. I miss you! 
The way I feel, twenty four hours 
is too long for us to be apart. I’m 
going to give you something that 
will make you think twice before 
you hire another tutor.

COAHOMA
Now I’m concerned.

CHARLOTTE
Are you afraid of me?

COAHOMA
Well!

CHARLOTTE
I could never hurt you. Let 
rephrase that. At least not in the 
way you’re thinking of. Think about 
it a minute. Right now you’re in 
the dog house. You don’t have any 
choice. I’ll pick you up at seven 
thirty.

COAHOMA
If you put it that way, I guess I 
don’t.

CHARLOTTE
You know you love being with me as 
much as I want to be with you.

INT. COAHOMA’S BEDROOM - MORNING

The next morning Coahoma wakes up with a smile on his face.

ONNA
It’s after eleven. You’re still 
bed. Are you sick?

COAHOMA
No mam. I’m not sick.

ONNA
Then why are you staring at the 
ceiling with that silly grin on 
your face? 

49.



ONNA (CONT’D)
What happened last night?

COAHOMA
I was with Charlotte.

ONNA
Never mind. I don’t need the 
details. Your breakfast is waiting 
for you. Take a little time to eat 
before you head out. 

COAHOMA
Before I forget you and uncle 
Clarence will be at the school gym 
for the Judo tournament?

ONNA
We wouldn’t miss it for the world.

COAHOMA
Great I’m going to remind Charlotte 
as soon as I can talk to her.

Coahoma calls Charlotte on the phone.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
Are you going to pick me up at six.

CHARLOTTE
Don’t worry I’ll be there in time.

COAHOMA
Ok, I’ll see you when you get here.

EXT. CHARLOTTE PICKS UP COAHOMA AND DELIVERS HIM TO THE GYM 
FOR THE JUDO TOURNAMENT - EVENING

Coahoma moves nervously in his seat preparing himself for the 
up coming match.

CHARLOTTE
I’ve been hearing things about your 
skills on the mat. If you’re half 
as good as they say you are you’ll 
be fine.

COAHOMA
You know he’s been the state champ 
for two years.
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CHARLOTTE
All things must end good or bad. 
His reign ends tonight.

COAHOMA
Where are you getting this 
information from?

CHARLOTTE
You.

COAHOMA
Me! Are you kidding I’m a nervous 
wreck.

CHARLOTTE
You don’t get it. I feed off of 
you. I’m nervous just like you.

She slows down and parks on the side of the road.

COAHOMA
What are you doing? We’re going to 
be late.

CHARLOTTE
We have time. Look at me. Beneath 
that nervousness is a calm and 
resolve that I have been depending 
on since we met. The guy you are 
about to take on is in for a 
surprise. 

INT. AT THE GYM - EVENING

Coahoma enters the gymnasium. His team is practicing. He 
walks by the opponents without looking at them. Clarence 
motions to talk to him.

CLARENCE
The guy you’re fighting tonight 
telegraphs his moves. He looks down 
at the floor before he does his 
sweeping hip. He’ll lead with his 
right hand when he’s tries a 
shoulder throw.

COAHOMA
Thanks, I’ll keep that info in 
mind.
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CLARENCE
I’m letting you know just in case 
your coaches forget to remind you.

Onna walks onto the floor. 

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
Where do you think you’re going?

ONNA
There’s a better seat on the floor 
next to Coahoma.

CLARENCE

Get back here! You can’t be on the 
floor right now. Don’t worry their 
saving the best for last. You’re 
not the only one who wants to see 
him in action. He might use some of 
the moves I taught him.

They face off in the middle of the mat. Sweat is running down 
Coahoma’s face from the pre match warm up. Jim Hanson hadn’t 
lose a match in two years. He wore his titles like an 
invincible badge of honor.

The referee raised his hand then dropped it showing the 
fighters that the match had begun. Jim looked at the floor as 
he made his first move. Before he knew what happened Coahoma 
countered Jim’s Hip throw with his own sweeping hip. A half 
second later Jim was on his back, he tried to counter but 
Coahoma was already in position for his next move. The 
shoulder throw ended the conflict. The match lasted ten 
seconds, the fastest time in school history. Clarence sat 
with his mouth open.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
I knew he was good but damn! I’ve 
never seen anything like that.

Onna and Charlotte stood up and cheered.

Jim had been put on his back twice within ten seconds. He 
walked by Coahoma and spoke in a low voice.

JIM
I know who you really are. Your 
skin isn’t the only thing that’s 
going to be red around here. Next 
time this mat is going to be red 
with your blood!
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Coahoma grabbed Jim around the neck and threw him to the mat. 
Both benches emptied and headed toward the middle of the 
floor. Onna, Charlotte, and Clarence ran to the mat to 
protect their interest. Charlotte jumped on the back of one 
of the opponents trying to get to Coahoma. The referees 
cleared the mat five minutes later. Clarence smiles at Onna.

CLARENCE
That Coahoma is one lucky man to 
have a woman like that. She was 
pushing me out of the way trying to 
protect your son.

ONNA
I know, I was next to her.

Coahoma paces back and forth during a forced fifteen minute 
cooling off period. Charlotte walks over to speak words of 
encouragement.

CHARLOTTE
How are you?

He stares at her without saying a word.

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
Don’t let him get under your skin. 
That’s the only chance he has of 
winning.  

She turns to walk away when Coahoma calls out to her.

COAHOMA
Charlotte it’s over!

A cold chill traveled down her spine. She returned to her 
seat with a worried look on her face.

ONNA
What’s wrong? You look like you 
just saw a ghost.

CHARLOTTE
I might have. There’s something 
wrong with Coahoma. He didn’t 
respond to anything I said.

CLARENCE
He didn’t respond to a woman like 
you? I guess there is something 
wrong with him.
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ONNA
Shut up Clarence! She wasn’t 
talking to you.

Onna turns to Charlotte.

ONNA (CONT’D)
Don’t worry he’s preoccupied with 
this match. I know my son, 
everything’s ok.

Coahoma got out of his seat and slowly walked along his side 
of the mat like a cat sizing up his prey. Jim walks back to 
center mat knowing he has to pin Coahoma. At the face off 
sweat was pouring down Jim’s face. The referee’s hand drops.  
Jim back peddles. Coahoma knew the match was over. Jim was 
caught before he could take a defensive stand.  Coahoma 
flipped him face down grabbed his left arm and put it a forty 
five degree angle behind his back. Jim gave the submission 
signal.

CROWD
(loud roar)

The crowd stood up and gave Coahoma a standing ovation. 
Charlotte ran from the stands and tackled Coahoma. She fell 
on top of him kissing him as he fell backwards.

CHARLOTTE
What were you talking about?

COAHOMA
What?

CHARLOTTE
You told me it’s over. It’ll never 
be over, ever!

COAHOMA
I wasn’t talking about us. I was 
talking about the match. I knew I 
had it won after the first period. 
Did you see his big feet. He was 
just to slow.

CHARLOTTE
I’m sorry, I thought... well 
sometimes a woman has to be 
reassured.

COAHOMA
Not about what we have. I was in 
the zone tonight. I have to watch 
myself. Sometimes I scare people.
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Charlotte smiled at Coahoma as the tears ran down her face. 
She looked up and saw Jim walking toward the locker room.

CHARLOTTE
Will you excuse me for a minute. I 
have to fix my makeup.

COAHOMA
Sure, I’ll be talking to the coach.

Charlotte intercepted Jim before he could reach the locker 
room. He was startled by the challenge of this young lady who 
was facing him down. 

CHARLOTTE
If you even think about repeating  
that crap you said to my boyfriend 
ever again, you won’t walk away 
from it! 

JIM
What the hell! Are you threatening 
me?

CHARLOTTE
It’s not a threat. It’s my vision 
of the future without you in it.

Coahoma was watching Charlotte since she didn’t make it to 
the ladies room. When he saw what looked like a angry 
conversation Coahoma started running. Jim raised his hand to 
grab Charlotte. Coahoma was standing between them before he 
lowered it.

COAHOMA
You better think twice. Right now 
your life depends on it!

Jim turned and walked away.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
What do you think you’re doing? You 
shouldn’t be talking to that guy.

CHARLOTTE
I wanted to make sure he understood 
his comments weren’t appreciated.

COAHOMA
That was it?

CHARLOTTE
In a nut shell yes. I don’t think 
we’ll be bothered by him again.
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COAHOMA
Let me ask you something? How do 
you know what he said to me?

CHARLOTTE
I read lips.

COAHOMA
I walked into that didn’t I?

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
Ok, let me take a shower and I’ll 
see you later. 

CHARLOTTE
Where are we going tonight?

COAHOMA
I was thinking about Turner’s 
point.

CHARLOTTE
Why there?

COAHOMA
It’s a nice evening. That breeze 
coming from the north will cool me 
down. It’s been a long day.

CHARLOTTE
Are you sure that’s the only reason 
you want to go there? 

COAHOMA
Yes it is.

CHARLOTTE
No it isn’t. Every time we go there 
you get serious.

COAHOMA
Don’t worry everything is fine.

She looked at Coahoma and gently placed her right hand inside 
of his right hand and slowly moved backward until she felt 
his rapidly beating heart. Then she placed her left hand into 
his left and wrapped herself inside of him. She stood there 
without saying a word. Then she began to cry uncontrollably.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
What’s wrong?

She shook her head as to say nothing.
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COAHOMA (CONT’D)
Is this about Turner’s Point? We 
don’t have to go tonight or ever. 
This is going to be a night of 
celebration. It’s going to take me 
a little time. Go home and put on 
your party dress. By the time you 
get back I’ll be dressed.

CHARLOTTE
I’m not going anywhere without you!

COAHOMA
Ok, let me take a shower. I’ll be 
out in a few minutes.

After the shower he walked over to charlotte and began 
singing.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
Put on your red dress baby cause we 
goin out tonight. You better wear 
some boxin gloves case some fool 
might wannna fight.

Charlotte’s frown turned into a smile as he danced closer.

CHARLOTTE
You’re high!

COAHOMA
Just on you. So where do you want 
to go?

CHARLOTTE
We’re going to Turner’s point.

COAHOMA
Are you serious? I thought you 
didn’t want to go there tonight.

CHARLOTTE
I changed my mind.

EXT. COAHOMA DRIVES THE CAR TO TURNER’S POINT - EVENING

He tried to be as playful as he could while driving. He put 
his right hand on her shoulder and she moved to the other 
door.

CHARLOTTE
Don’t touch me! Pay attention to 
your driving.
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He was speechless, she had never spoken to him like that 
before. When they arrived Coahoma exited the car. Charlotte 
followed him to the front of the car and stood in front of 
him. He leaned on the fender. Charlotte moved in closer and 
stroked his right cheek.

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
It would be better if we did this 
in the car.

Dazed and confused he followed her instructions.

INT. INSIDE THE CAR - LATE EVENING

Coahoma entered the car knowing the situation was out of 
control.

CHARLOTTE
What is it that you have to tell 
me?

COAHOMA
Wait a minute, you’ve been going on 
about this all night!

CHARLOTTE
Don’t play with me. Not now! I’m 
going to ask you one more time. Why 
did you bring me here tonight?

He remained silent. She looked at him and smiled, then with 
her right closed hand hit Coahoma so hard his head bounced 
off the headrest. He got out of the car and walked along the 
dirt road. Charlotte slid over to the driver seat started the 
car and left Coahoma in the dust. After walking about a mile 
he saw a car parked on the side of the road. It was 
Charlotte. He turned and walked in the other direction. She 
saw him in the rear view mirror and honked the horn. He kept 
walking. She jumped out of the car and ran after him.

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
Where do you think you’re going?

COAHOMA
Home!

CHARLOTTE
That’s a long walk.

COAHOMA
So!
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CHARLOTTE
Is that all you have to say to me?

COAHOMA
You shouldn’t have hit me 
Charlotte!

CHARLOTTE
I know, I know, I’m so sorry. When 
it comes to you I’m not the most 
rational person. Can you forgive 
me?

COAHOMA
Not now!

CHARLOTTE
Ok I deserve that, but we’re not 
going anywhere until I kiss you 
where I hit you. Come here, come 
here Coahoma!

Charlotte grabbed him by the shirt and placed a tender kiss 
on his cheek, then she slowly slid her tongue into the mouth 
of a surprised Coahoma. 

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
You don’t have to say anything else 
tonight if you don’t want to. I’ll 
fight anything or anyone if it 
threatens our relationship. It’s 
gotten to the point that I don’t 
want to do anything or be with 
anyone unless you’re there.

COAHOMA
I feel the same way. There is 
something. Maybe I should tell you.

CHARLOTTE
Go on. I’m getting older by the 
second.

COAHOMA
Ok, I’ll tell you. I joined the 
reserves.

Her face turned red but she kept control.

CHARLOTTE
I see, you did this without telling 
me! I thought I meant something to 
you. Why did you do it?
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COAHOMA
I did it for us. Getting a job, 
buying a house in this town are you 
kidding me. In the military it will 
take me two years to get the 
benefits and experience I need to 
start our family. Your father was 
in the military, he’s doing fine. 

CHARLOTTE
Why don’t you marry him and have 
his kids.

COAHOMA
That’s not funny.

CHARLOTTE
It wasn’t meant to be. I’m going to 
be living with you not someone 
else, and I’ll be having your baby 
not some other man’s. These 
decisions are ours, not my parents! 

COAHOMA
It’s the Reserves. I’ll only be 
gone two weekends a month. This is 
July 2001, I’m thinking of our 
future.

CHARLOTTE
Let me ask you a question? Do you 
know the difference between a shark 
and the military.

COAHOMA
You don’t have to do this.

CHARLOTTE
Just answer my question.

COAHOMA
No.

CHARLOTTE 
Let me enlighten you. The answer is 
there’s no difference. They both 
have two functions. The shark is a 
perfect killing machine and it 
makes baby sharks. That’s it. In 
the military you’ll be trained to 
kill or be killed. Do you see the 
similarity?
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COAHOMA
Not really.

CHARLOTTE
What I’m trying to say to you is 
once you’ve enlisted you’re in 
their control. If a war breaks out 
you’re going. I couldn’t handle 
that.

COAHOMA
What war. I did a little research. 
As of today there are no hot spots 
large enough to involve the US 
military.

CHARLOTTE
You’re wrong, and both our families 
are going to pay for it.

INT. CHARLOTTE’S HOME - LATE EVENING

That night Charlotte cried herself to sleep. Coahoma called 
with no response.

EXT. IN FRONT OF CHARLOTTE’S HOUSE THE NEXT DAY - LATE 
AFTERNOON

He caught the bus to apologize in person. Charlotte’s mother 
was sitting on the front porch. 

JOAN
Good afternoon Coahoma, I’ve been 
expecting you.

COAHOMA
How have you been Ms. Cooper?

JOAN
Fine. And you?

COAHOMA
I’ve seen better days. 

JOAN
Don’t you have something you want 
to ask me? You didn’t come all this 
way for idle chit chat.

61.



COAHOMA
I’m concerned about Charlotte. She 
won’t answer her phone. That’s 
never happened before.

JOAN
She doesn’t want to see or talk to 
you. Without giving me the details, 
what happened last night?

COAHOMA
I told her I joined the reserves.

JOAN
Let me get this straight. You told 
her after you enlisted?

COAHOMA
That’s correct.

JOAN
I have to admit it, you are bold. 
Unfortunately that was the worst 
thing you could have done. My 
daughter was making family plans. 
Do you know what that means?

COAHOMA
I’m learning fast.

JOAN
Apparently not fast enough. She was 
thinking of a house and kids. She 
knew you were the one. I guess she 
assumed too much.

Joan got out of her chair and placed her hand on Coahoma’s 
shoulder.

COAHOMA
I know you think I’m still wet 
behind the ears. No matter what 
happens from this moment on I’ll 
always love her.

JOAN
Young man that’s good enough for 
me. May I give you a few words of 
advice?

COAHOMA
Yes mam.
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JOAN
She’s really upset with you. She 
might say or do anything to you 
right now. You’ve got to stand 
there and take it. Do you 
understand?

COAHOMA
I think so.

JOAN
From the look on your face you 
don’t get it, but you will.

INT. OUTSIDE OF CHARLOTTE’S BEDROOM - AFTERNOON

He knocks on the door.

COAHOMA
(in a loud voice)

Charlotte it’s me Coahoma! I know 
you don’t want to talk to me, but I 
have to talk to you. I wasn’t 
thinking last night. I said things 
that I should have kept to myself. 
I’m just a guy trying to do the 
best thing for the both of us. 
Judging by your silence this may 
not be the best time to talk. I’ll 
be leaving now. Stay well. One more 
thing. Don’t give up on me, because 
I’ll never give up on you!

He walks away. The bedroom door opens. He pauses for a second 
then continued his slow pace to the front door.

CHARLOTTE
Where do you think you’re going?

COAHOMA
I have to catch a bus. It’s a long 
ride home.

CHARLOTTE
Are you trying to be funny? Get in 
here!

He walked back to her bedroom.

CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
Take a seat.

Coahoma walks toward the bed.
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CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
Not on the bed! You haven’t earned 
that yet. Sit in the chair next to 
the bed. Now what is it you want to 
say to me? Speak up!

COAHOMA
I’m sorry.

He got on one knee.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
I’m supposed to be too young to 
know what I want in life. I’ve been 
fighting those words since I met 
you. I don’t have the wisdom of the 
ages. All I can say is the way I 
feel about you today will be the 
same way I feel about you tomorrow, 
and a thousand years from now.

She yanks him out of the chair and pushes him to the floor. 
She removes her shirt exposing her bra.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
What’s going on ?

CHARLOTTE
What do you think? If I was a bad 
girl you’d be in trouble right now.

Joan walks by.

JOAN
You kids need to get yourselves 
together. Stop whatever you’re 
doing and move it to the living 
room. Now!

CHARLOTTE
Look what you got me into.

COAHOMA
What I got you into?

CHARLOTTE
If you didn’t knock on my bedroom 
door this never would have 
happened.

Smiling she pushed him back to the floor.
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CHARLOTTE (CONT’D)
You better had knocked on my door. 
I was just going to wait a little a  
while longer before knocking on 
yours. I think we better leave my 
bedroom before mom comes back.

INT. CHARLOTTE’S HOME SEPTEMBER 11, 2001. - MORNING

Charlotte called Coahoma as soon as she heard about the World 
Trade Center.

CHARLOTTE
Honey, are you watching this?

COAHOMA
I haven’t been able to take my eyes 
off of the TV for the last hour. I 
don’t know what to say. 

CHARLOTTE
You losing me. What’s going on?

COAHOMA
You warned me something could 
happen.

CHARLOTTE
Don’t even think about it. No one 
could have foreseen an attack on 
U.S. Soil in three different cities 
on the same day.

COAHOMA
You know they’re going to call my   
unit up. It’s just a matter of 
time.

CHARLOTTE
Will cross that bridge when it 
happens.

INT. INSIDE CHARLOTTE’S HOUSE - EVENING

Eighteen months later Coahoma’s unit hasn’t been called up

COAHOMA
Things are looking good.
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CHARLOTTE
Compared to what?

COAHOMA
I’m hear with you. I can’t ask for 
much more.

CHARLOTTE
How long do you intend to live in 
your comfortable world? 

COAHOMA
For as long as I can.

CHARLOTTE
That may not be much longer. Have 
you been watching the news? 

COAHOMA
Not recently. What’s been 
happening?

CHARLOTTE
It’s getting hot again. I’m telling 
you it’s only a matter of time 
before more troops are needed.

EXT. TRAINING FACILITY OKLAHOMA CITY ONE WEEK LATER - EVENING

Coahoma calls Charlotte about his deployment in Iraq.

COAHOMA
How’s everything?

CHARLOTTE
Fine.

COAHOMA
We just finished a hard day of 
training.

CHARLOTTE
What’s wrong coahoma?

COAHOMA
You could always see right through 
me no matter how I tried to cover 
up. We’re leaving for Iraq in two 
weeks. Do you think you can give me 
a lift on the 15th of next month? 
Hello, hello! Charlotte are you 
there. I’m counting on you to pick 
me up at 8 a.m. Sharp on the 15th. 
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Charlotte drops the phone without saying another word.

EXT. OUTSIDE OF CHARLOTTE’S HOUSE TWO WEEKS LATER - MORNING

Coahoma took a taxi to Charlotte’s home when she didn’t pick 
him up. Ms. Cooper was sitting on the steps.

JOAN
What did you do this time?

COAHOMA
Nothing that I can think of.

JOAN
That was a rhetorical question I 
didn’t expect an answer. Come on 
grab your bags and put them in the 
back seat. I’ll drive you to the 
bus station.

Coahoma looked around for any signs of Charlotte.

JOAN (CONT’D)
If we leave now we’ll make it in 
plenty of time.

Joan started the car and Coahoma rolled down the windows.

COAHOMA
I guess she really didn’t care 
after all. She should have been 
here.

Joan started driving.

JOAN
Did you say something?

COAHOMA
No, I’m just thinking out loud.

Coahoma looked in the rear view mirror and saw Charlotte 
running after the car.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
Stop the car! That’s Charlotte.

Joan stepped on the brakes and slid forty feet. Coahoma ran 
from the car and stopped. Charlotte jumped and coahoma caught 
her in mid air. She wrapped her arms around his and her legs 
around his waist. They kissed each other like it would be for 
the last time.
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CHARLOTTE
I couldn’t let you go without 
saying goodbye.

COAHOMA
This isn’t goodbye. I’ll seeing you 
again sooner than you think.

JOAN
Alright let’s break it up. This man 
has a bus to catch.

CHARLOTTE
Mom! Not now. I don’t know when I’m 
going to see him again.   

Joan moves between them.

JOAN
Ok Homy, let’s go!

COAHOMA
Homy! Where did that come from? You 
never called me that before.

JOAN
Well I’m calling you that now, so 
let’s go. By the way, you can call 
me mom. When mom says it’s time to 
go. It’s time to go.

As Joan drove away Charlotte’s heart sunk. 

EXT. FALLUJAH, IRAQ OUTSKIRTS OF THE CITY - EARLY MORNING

The calm of the morning is shattered by a radio barking out 
orders for the day. Corporal holder walked nervously trying 
to figure out a plan of attack with a personnel shortage.

CHARLES HOLDER
Wake up! Wake up! Man that must be 
some dream. You’ve been smiling for 
a couple of hours. I bet there’s a 
woman involved somewhere.

COAHOMA
Yeah, it was my girl back home.

CHARLES HOLDER
How long has it been since you’ve 
seen her.
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COAHOMA
Over a year.

CHARLES HOLDER
You left with unanswered questions 
didn’t you?

COAHOMA
Maybe.

CHARLES HOLDER
I’ve seen it before. Straight out 
of combat guys start wondering  
about what’s happening at home. 
Half the time you were fighting it. 
You didn’t want to come out of that 
dream.

COAHOMA
Never mind about all that. What’s 
going on here and now Corporal?

CHARLES HOLDER
How many times do I have to say it? 
Don’t give out a person’s rank in a  
combat zone. I want to walk out of 
these sand dunes when the war is 
over just like you.

COAHOMA
Sorry about that Charles it won’t 
happen again.

CHARLES HOLDER
Look young soldier, using that same 
reasoning I have a name for you.

COAHOMA
I’m afraid to ask, but what is it?

CHARLES HOLDER
S.E. Short for Special Effects. 
You’re the best I’ve ever seen with 
a knife. Believe me I’ve seen a 
few. Now’s a good time to give you 
the skinny on our mission.

COAHOMA
I’m all ears Charles

CHARLES HOLDER
This is the game plan. It’s simple. 
Our guys have managed to get 
themselves jammed up. 
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We’re going to do a hit and run 
maneuver that’s  risky but it might 
work as long as we don’t make the 
same mistake that they did. 

COAHOMA
This doesn’t sound so simple. If we 
don’t do this right it could turn 
into a suicide mission. There’s 
something you’re not telling me. 
The look on your face says it all.

Charles looks away from Coahoma then motions for him to walk 
with him.

CHARLES HOLDER
The guys at intel fucked it up! The 
bad guys melted into the population 
to the point where we might be in a 
hand to hand combat mode this 
entire mission. You’re going to 
need all of your skills for this 
one. Are you getting the picture?

COAHOMA
We don’t know what’s happening out 
there. I don’t want to be shot by 
one of our own people.

CHARLES HOLDER
Am I smelling fear?

COAHOMA
If fear is the appetizer. Death is 
the main course. Let me handle the 
fear. Get the right intel so we 
both walk out of this alive. 

CHARLES HOLDER
Hang on to your radio. If you get a 
call that means it’s on! Otherwise 
just kick back. You’re my safety 
valve. 

COAHOMA
All this talk has given me an 
appetite. I ate my last candy bar 
yesterday. Would you happen to have 
one to spare?

CHARLES HOLDER
Since you’re new I’m going to tell 
you how it works with MRE’s. 
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You carry your own and you eat your 
own. Is that understood?

COAHOMA
Yes sir Mr. Charlie!

CHARLES HOLDER
Don’t get smart with me kid, I’ll 
frag your ass right here and now! I 
don’t care who you are or what you 
can do. Do you get my meaning Mr.?

COAHOMA
Yes sir, I mean yes I do Charles.

EXT. DIRT ROAD FIVE MILES FROM THE EXTRACTION POINT - EARLY 
MORNING

CHARLES HOLDER
It’s time to get this show on the 
road.

Charles assembled the men and told them their mission. The 
ten man squad walked single file down a dirt road. Charles 
started walking at the back of the line and gave each soldier 
a pep talk. When he reached Coahoma he handed him a candy 
bar.

CHARLES HOLDER (CONT’D)
Here you go son.

COAHOMA
Thanks Charles.

CHARLES HOLDER
Don’t mention it. With you at the 
front of line and Hinton bringing 
up the rear, I have two of my best 
soldiers in key positions. In 
another mile you’re going to take 
Hinton’s place. We’re leaving you 
to guard the rear door. 

Hinton cries out.

HINTON
(yelling)

Stop! I just step on a land mine!

CHARLES HOLDER
Damn it! They told me this road was 
cleared. Coahoma, stay here. 
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If anything happens to me make sure 
the squad gets to that extraction 
point. Do you understand?

COAHOMA
Yes Charles.

Charles ran toward Hinton.

HINTON
Stop this thing is activated. I 
feel it vibrating!

CHARLES HOLDER
Don’t move I’m coming!

Hinton looked down and the device exploded. The force of the 
explosion knocked Charles backward ten feet. Coahoma was 
lifted two feet off the ground. He landed face first three 
feet from the main road. He tried to roll onto his back in 
order to get his face out of the dirt, but something was 
blocking him. Disoriented from the blast he reached behind 
himself feeling something wet. When he brought his hand back 
it was covered with blood. Thinking it was his own blood he 
moved to a sitting position. Then he saw Hinton’s left foot. 
Coahoma went into a state of shock. Charles runs back to the 
front of the line and yells at Coahoma.

CHARLES HOLDER (CONT’D)
Snap out of it. You’re not hurt, 
it’s shock! Ok, you ask for it.

Charles raised his right hand and gave Coahoma a hard slap. 
Coahoma didn’t respond. He raised his hand again to hit him 
with a harder blow. Half way through his swing Coahoma’s left 
hand rose up and blocked the intended contact.

CHARLES HOLDER (CONT’D)
Oh, so you’re awake now. Hey, I’m 
only doing my job. We’ve got to get 
out of here now. Hinton was a good 
man, we can’t do anything for him 
now. There’s a Platoon coming 
through in an hour. What’s left of 
the body will be taken care of by 
them. You’ll be here to protect the 
remains. If I call you run first 
and answer later. Get yourself 
together, I’m going to need you.

Coahoma stood up.
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COAHOMA
Don’t be concerned about me. It’s 
the enemy that should be worried  
not you. What are we doing here? 
Hinton didn’t deserve this.

In the distance Charles hears small arms fire.

CHARLES HOLDER
It’s worse than I thought. They 
must be running out ammo too if 
their using handguns. If you don’t 
hear from me in the next twenty 
minutes haul ass in the direction 
of the gunfire. Any questions?

COAHOMA
No Charles.

CHARLES HOLDER
The rest of you guys, you’re 
getting paid to collect scalps not 
stand around with your thumbs up 
your asses

The squad ran down the hill. Coahoma gives Charles a long 
stare.

CHARLES HOLDER (CONT’D)
I only said that to get the 
adrenalin pumping in the troops. 
You’re one Indian I wouldn’t want 
mad at me.

The squad runs in the direction of the gun fire.

COAHOMA
You need to watch what you say to 
people.

CHARLES HOLDER
I know but it works.

Charles extended his hand waiting for Coahoma’s acceptance.

CHARLES HOLDER (CONT’D)
Are we good? 

Coahoma doesn’t shake his hand.

COAHOMA
For now we are.
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Charles starts running to catch up with the rest of the 
squad.

Coahoma starts walking back and forth to get rid of his 
nervous energy. Suddenly visions of past warriors filled his 
mind. He stops and sits down. To be the Red Panther he could 
show no fear. His blood would have to be spilled before the 
enemies. After rolling up his right pants leg he took his 
twelve inch serrated hunting knife and made an inch long cut 
above his right knee.

CHARLES HOLDER
This is Charlie Company over. S.E. 
Are you there?

COAHOMA
This is Bravo. I read you loud and 
clear, over.

CHARLES HOLDER
Charlie Company to Bravo. The 
situation is stable. We don’t have 
an accurate count on how many enemy  
are left. Reinforcements should 
have made it here by now. Don’t 
wait any longer meet me at the 
extraction point in thirty minutes. 
If things get hot I’ll call you 
back.

Coahoma walked in the direction of the extraction point.

CHARLES HOLDER (CONT’D)
(yelling over the radio)

S.E. It’s happening! There breaking 
through our lines. Get down here 
now! 

EXT. NEAR EXTRACTION POINT - LATE AFTERNOON

Running about a mile he found an abandoned two story 
building. The second floor had a good view of the extraction 
point. With his binoculars he saw the enemy about ten miles 
away.

CHARLES HOLDER
Charlie Company to this S.E., Over.

His radio only produced static. Then he found out the panic 
in Charles voice was caused by a sniper. He saw three puffs 
of smoke. He ran between buildings and cars to keep his 
cover. 
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An open field stopped his progress. He had two grenades left.  
The grenades were thrown away from his position five seconds 
apart. The sniper shot in the direction of the explosions. 
Within seconds he had entered the first floor of the 
building. An echoing sound of an automatic weapon grabbed his 
attention. He leaned against a wall thinking there has to be 
away around this. Then it came to him. 

INT. INSIDE TWO STORY BUILDING - EARLY EVENING

After taking off his boots he recorded a message on his cell 
phone. The phone was set on a tray and placed upstairs in 
front of the door where the gun fire was coming from. The 
play button was pushed.

CELL PHONE
(recorded voice)

Room service! Did you hear me you 
dirty mother...?

The sniper opened fire on the door. When he opened it there 
was no one there. Looking down he saw a cell phone on a tray. 
A shadow appeared to his left. At that moment a precisely 
thrown hunting knife entered his chest. He dropped to his 
knees and fell face forward. Coahoma retrieved his knife and 
looked for any intelligence information he could find before 
leaving the building. While running he tried to contact 
Charles.

COAHOMA
S.E. To Charlie Company, Over.

CHARLES HOLDER
This is Charlie Company, Over. 
Where are you? Over.

COAHOMA
S.E. To Charlie Company, I just 
took out the sniper! Over.

CHARLES HOLDER 
Great news kid! Now listen up. Come 
straight to us. We’re going to 
catch these guys in a vise. As soon 
as you seen the green smoke start 
running in that direction. Over.

COAHOMA
I read you, Over and out.

Coahoma ran toward the signal. He stopped. There was a cloud 
of dust forming in front of him. He saw six human forms take 
shape. They stopped ten feet in front of him. 
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One of the six said something to the person on his right. 
Then three of them ran to the east. The three enemy soldiers 
that were left dropped their guns. The one in the middle 
spoke.

ENEMY SOLDIER
You are the Panther, you killed my 
cousin!

COAHOMA
I’ve killed many men you may be 
next!

All three took out their knives and started running toward 
Coahoma. Coahoma carried a second knife in his shoe with a 
six inch blade. In one fluid motion he took the knife from 
his right boot and threw it. The blade hit one of three in 
the neck. He grabbed his throat and fell backwards. The two 
that remained stopped. Each one pulled out a knife. Coahoma  
pulled out his own twelve inch blade and pointed at the sky. 
They slowly approached each other in a circular motion. 
Coahoma threw his last knife hitting one of the remaining 
combatants. Only one remained. He was startled by the turn of 
events. As Coahoma walks closer his enemy starts to backup. 
Charles and another private appear.

PRIVATE 
Charles, Coahoma doesn’t have a 
knife!

CHARLES HOLDER
Watch and learn. This isn’t going 
to take very long.

The enemy soldier charged Coahoma.

ENEMY SOLDIER 2
(yelling)

I will avenge my cousin!

Coahoma waited to the last moment and side stepped his first 
thrust. He caught his left hand and forced it into a downward 
motion. The knife fell to the ground. While holding his 
enemies right hand with his left he came down on his foes 
neck with a vicious right. Coahoma walked away as his enemy’s 
body hit the ground.

PRIVATE
I’ve never seen anything like that 
in all my life. He just took out 
three guys.

CHARLES HOLDER
What did I tell you?
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PRIVATE
What the hell! What’s he doing?

He took his enemies knife and opened up his left hand. The 
blood on the knife was placed on both sides of his face.

PRIVATE (CONT’D)
Charles, what’s going on? We’ve got 
to stop this.

CHARLES HOLDER
Hold on a minute. Let’s see what 
happens.

He stood up and walked in a circle around the body. In a 
trance like state he yelled out.

COAHOMA
I am the Panther. I am the Panther. 
I’m here to avenge my friends death 
and take me a trophy.

He stopped walking looked up and pointed his knife at the sky 
then jumped the body.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
I’m taking your heart!

At the same moment Charles and the Private jumped Coahoma and 
grabbed his hand before he could make the first incision into 
his enemy’s chest.

CHARLES HOLDER
Hold his right hand! 

PRIVATE
I got it!

CHARLES HOLDER
Now, take the knife from it!

PRIVATE
Do what!

COAHOMA
(yelling)

Get off of me!

CHARLES HOLDER
Don’t worry. I’ve got him, he can’t 
move!
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Coahoma lay next to the body motionless after the knife was 
taken from him. Charles grabbed the Private by the arm and 
led him away from the scene.

CHARLES HOLDER (CONT’D)
What happened here will never be 
told to anyone. Do you understand?

PRIVATE
Yes sir. Hell, who would believe it 
anyway.

Charles picks up Coahoma by the arms and drags him to the 
side of the road.

CHARLES HOLDER
Are you alright son?

COAHOMA
I’m fine. I just need to sit here 
for a minute.

CHARLES HOLDER
You’re not ok, but we don’t have 
time to discuss it. The bad guys 
are going to be here in a few 
minutes with an appetite and we’re 
on the menu.   

COAHOMA
Ok, I think I can make it.

CHARLES HOLDER
Listen this was a job well done. 
Let’s get everybody to the 
extraction point before we get left 
behind.

EXT. EXTRACTION POINT - EVENING

At the extraction point Lieutenant Joe Winn was waiting for 
Charles.

JOE WINN
You men did an excellent job. 
Charles can I see you for a minute.

Charles walks over to the Lieutenant.

JOE WINN (CONT’D)
They broke through our lines and 
S.E. Saved our asses.
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CHARLES HOLDER
There is something I need to talk 
to you about.

JOE WINN
I’m listening.

CHARLES HOLDER
He tried to take the last man’s 
heart as a trophy.

JOE WINN
So he lost it for a couple of 
minutes. That man saved you and 
half this Platoon!

CHARLES HOLDER
I agree with you sir. What do we do 
now?

JOE WINN
If it was up to me I’d give him the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. Clean 
him up and get his mind right. I’m 
going to make sure he at least gets 
a Silver Star. He’s served two 
tours of duty. It’s time for him to 
have a home coming. Contact his 
family. 

CHARLES HOLDER
I’ll do that right away. 

INT. CHARLES WALKS BACK TO THE CUMMUNICATION BARRACKS 

Charles contacts Onna by phone to give her the arrival date.

ONNA
Hello, who am I speaking to?  

CHARLES HOLDER
I’m Corporal Charles Holder. Your 
son’s squad leader. Coahoma is 
coming home a decorated hero. He’s 
going to be awarded a Silver Star. 

ONNA
As long as he comes home, that all 
I care about.

CHARLES HOLDER
There is one more thing I have to 
tell you. 
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He suffered severe emotional trauma 
when he witnessed his best friend 
killed by a land mine.

ONNA
Don’t worry whatever he needs he’ll 
get it. Just get him here!

CHARLES HOLDER
It’s going to take a couple of 
weeks to get everything processed. 
Expect to see him then.

ONNA
I don’t know how to thank you for 
all your kind words, and protecting 
my son.

CHARLES HOLDER
It was my privilege to serve with 
him. He saved lives without regard 
for his own. I can’t say that about 
many men.

ONNA
Thank you again. I hope to see 
Coahoma soon. Good bye Corporal.

CHARLES HOLDER
Goodbye.

INT. MILITARY HOSPITAL IN FRANKFURT GERMANY - EARLY MORNING

Coahoma had a complete physical. The doctors only found two 
sand fleas that burrowed under the skin on his knee and at 
the shoulder. One of the doctors testing him asked what the 
tattoo meant on his shoulder.

COAHOMA
The tattoo represents my relatives 
that I lost in the Trail of Tears.

DOCTOR
I was born in Frankfurt. I’m not 
familiar with that term.

COAHOMA
The Trail of Tears was the name 
given to the forced relocation of 
Indian tribes in the early 1830’s. 
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There’s a legend that my great, 
great grandfather carried his wife 
fifty miles when she became ill on 
the trail.

DOCTOR
I’m a little confused. You said 
carried her?

COAHOMA
Not physically in his arms. He took 
two tree branches and two rawhide 
shirts. She didn’t want to be 
buried on the trail. She died as 
they approached the end of their 
journey. He buried her at their new 
home. Two days later he passed 
away. The Elders granted his final 
wish to be buried beside his wife.

DOCTOR
Thank you for sharing that with me 
I didn’t know.

COAHOMA
Can I ask you a question?

DOCTOR
Go ahead.

COAHOMA
What do you think about what 
happened to Jewish people in 
Germany in world war 11?

DOCTOR

With every fiber of my being I think it was wrong.

COAHOMA
Do you think it could happen again?

The doctor look at Coahoma like he had just been hit in the 
stomach.

DOCTOR
No! That could never happen again.

COAHOMA
Are you sure?

DOCTOR
Why are you asking me these 
questions? 
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What you’re talking about happened 
over fifty years ago.

COAHOMA
I’m just saying people have been 
taking advantage of other people 
since the beginning of time. The 
tattoo on my shoulder serves as a 
reminder not to forget.

DOCTOR
How old did you say you were?

COAHOMA
I didn’t, but I’m twenty.

DOCTOR
As they say in the states keep your 
eye on the prize, you might have a 
bright future in front of you.

COAHOMA
Thanks doc. It was a pleasure 
meeting you.

DOCTOR
No young man, the pleasure was 
mine.

EXT. THE AIRPORT IN CHOCTAW OKLAHOMA - AFTERNOON

Coahoma flew from Frankfurt to Choctaw, Oklahoma. Onna was 
waiting at the arrival level. Before he could pick up his 
luggage she found him and wrapped him in a bear hug and 
wouldn’t let go.  

COAHOMA
Mom, you don’t how good it is to 
see you. I can’t believe it, I’m 
home!

ONNA
My prayers have been answered.

Tears streamed down Onna’s face.

COAHOMA
Don’t cry mom.

ONNA
If I need to cry, I’m crying. My 
son is home! Pick up your luggage 
and follow me to the car.
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While they were walking to the car Coahoma stopped, and 
looked at his mother with a smile.

COAHOMA
Ok, is there going to be a surprise 
party when we get home? I’m sorry 
to spoil the surprise. You know I 
can’t wait that long to see 
Charlotte. Where is she?

Onna looked at him and started to cry.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
Those aren’t tears of joy. Mom, 
what’s wrong?

She reached up with both hands grabbed his shoulders.

ONNA
Charlotte got married six months 
ago.

He dropped the luggage and fell to both knees.

COAHOMA
No,no Mom no! Is she hurt?

ONNA
Are you listening to me? She 
married another man!

COAHOMA
She couldn’t do that to me. Who is 
this guy. He must have forced her 
to marry him.

ONNA
You were gone almost two years. Why 
didn’t you tell her you were 
signing up for another year? When 
she found out you were not coming 
home she changed. 

COAHOMA
Changed into what?

ONNA
This guy took advantage of you not 
being here and she gave in.

COAHOMA
If that’s the way she wants it, 
maybe it’s for the best.
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ONNA
You don’t mean that so I’ll just 
ignore it. Put your luggage in the 
back seat so we can go home.

INT. HOME - EVENING

When they arrived home Coahoma walks to his room. That night 
he had to go the bathroom. He slowly unlocked the door so his 
mother couldn’t hear him leaving the room.

ONNA
So, you finally decided to leave 
your room.

COAHOMA
I had to use the bathroom.

He walks by his mother after leaving the bathroom.

ONNA
You should have stayed in their a 
little longer and taken a bath. 
When was the last time water hit 
your body.

COAHOMA
Two days ago.

ONNA
I think it’s time you become 
reacquainted with some Oklahoma 
H2O! Can I talk to you for a 
minute? Take a seat.

Coahoma sits on the sofa in the living room.

ONNA (CONT’D)

Unfortunately there’s no cure for a 
broken heart.

COAHOMA
It hurts. I can’t stop thinking 
about her.

ONNA
I know. If I could take away the 
pain I would. I just realized 
something.
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COAHOMA
What’s that?

ONNA
You’re living within twenty minutes 
of Charlotte. Is that going to be a 
problem?

COAHOMA
If you don’t mind, would you please 
not mention her name.

ONNA 
I’m sorry.

He got up and walked to his room.

ONNA (CONT’D)
Hold on a minute. You’re not going 
anywhere without giving me a hug. 
Come here!

She grabbed him and held on tight.

ONNA (CONT’D)
Release your pain I can take. I 
took it when you were born, I can 
take it now.

He walks back to his room.

ONNA (CONT’D)
Stop right there!

COAHOMA
What now!

ONNA
How did you get those marks on your 
leg?

COAHOMA
Those are combat wounds. Didn’t 
they tell I won the Silver Star.

ONNA
Come back here. 

He walks back to his mother.

ONNA (CONT’D)
You must be battling with yourself. 
These wounds are self inflicted. 
Why did you do it?
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COAHOMA
Do you really want to know?

ONNA
I have to know.

COAHOMA
I think you should take a seat.

Onna sits on the sofa.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)

I know you have the same marks on 
your leg. At first I thought it was 
part of a warriors ritual. Now I’m 
not so sure. I used it in Iraq 
because I had to. My memory of that 
day is hazy. I think I killed five 
or six men. I can’t remember.

ONNA
You were at war. That’s like being 
in another universe. Your humanity  
leaves you. If you’re not careful 
it never comes back.

COAHOMA
Charlotte was right. What good is 
it if you’re fighting for the soul 
of a nation and you loose your own.

ONNA
You’re home now. All that kind of 
talk stops here.

COAHOMA
That’s the past. You haven’t told 
me about your wound. Does it have 
something to do with your breakup 
with dad?

ONNA
Don’t blame your father, he only 
wanted the best for you.

COAHOMA
I don’t hate my father. I didn’t 
know him well enough to form an 
opinion. The only thing I know is I 
love you more.
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ONNA
This conversation is getting pretty 
deep. What do you say to all three 
of us going out to dinner tomorrow?

COAHOMA
Who’s the other person?

ONNA
Clarence, who did you think it was?

Coahoma walks away.

ONNA (CONT’D)
You’ve got to get Charlotte off 
your mind.

INT. THE NEXT IN THE KITCHEN - MORNING

Onna calls Charles Holder.

CHARLES HOLDER
Hello, who am I speaking to?

ONNA
Onna, I talked to you a couple of 
weeks ago.

CHARLES HOLDER
Yes, Coahoma’s mother. How are you 
doing. 

ONNA
I’m fine. It’s my son I’m calling 
you about.

CHARLES HOLDER
How can I help you?

ONNA
His girlfriend married another man 
when she found out he was signing 
up for a second tour of duty. I’ve 
never seen him like this. If he 
sees her husband I don’t want to 
think about what he might do. 

CHARLES HOLDER
I’ve seen your son in action. We 
need to do something as soon as 
possible. Let me call you back. 
There’s someone I have to talk to.
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INT. KITCHEN - NEXT DAY 

The next morning Onna makes breakfast.

ONNA
Breakfast is served! You better get 
it while it’s hot

COAHOMA
Thanks. I just want a slice of 
bacon and one your home made 
biscuits.

ONNA
You should eat more than that. I 
talked to your coach this morning. 
He’s still talking about that Judo 
match.

COAHOMA
Did he have anything else to say?

ONNA
He said that he was proud of what 
you did for your country, and he 
wishes the best for you. Before I 
forget I also talked to Charles 
Holder.

COAHOMA
How is he doing?

ONNA
He’s fine.

COAHOMA
Why did he call?

ONNA
He didn’t. I called him.

COAHOMA
Why?

ONNA
You can’t see it, so listen to me 
very carefully. What happened to 
you in Iraq drove you to the ledge. 
You looked down. But you took a 
step back. Now, you learn about 
Charlotte. You’re not going over 
that ledge while I’m around. 
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You need to leave this town before 
it’s too late.

COAHOMA
First Charlotte, now you!

Walking away from the table his right leg gives way. Onna 
stops his fall before he hits the floor.

ONNA
Right now you’re weak in mind and 
body. We’re going to get your body 
healed here. You and your friends 
will have to take care of the rest.

COAHOMA
I can’t leave. Not now!

ONNA
Listen to me! I don’t want you to 
go, but you will die here. In the 
war I know you had to make life and 
death choices. Make no mistake you 
have to do it again, right here and 
right now!

INT. SPORTS BAR WESTLAKE OHIO - AFTERNOON

Charles Holder and Joe Winn left the military two weeks 
before Coahoma.

Charles managed a sports bar in westlake Ohio for Joe Winn. 
Charles calls Joe about hiring Coahoma.

CHARLES HOLDER
Hello Joe this is Charles.

JOE WINN
Good to hear from you, how’s 
business?

CHARLES HOLDER
Business is good. There’s one thing 
I need to talk to you about 

JOE WINN
What’s that?

CHARLES HOLDER
I got a call from the Silver Star 
winner’s mother.
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JOE WINN
I was thinking about him the other 
day. How’s Coahoma doing?

CHARLES HOLDER
His girl got married to another guy 
while he was in the shit.

JOE WINN
I’m sorry to hear that. Is there 
something we can do?

JOE WINN (CONT’D)
There should be a law against 
marrying some other guy while your 
man is in the service of his 
country.

CHARLES HOLDER
His mother wants him out of that 
town.

JOE WINN
That’s a good idea. Let me ask you 
something? In your military career 
how many times were you involved in 
hand to hand combat?

CHARLES HOLDER
Once.

JOE WINN
Coahoma didn’t complete his second 
tour of duty and it happened to him 
three times. I think we should take 
care of our hero. Don’t you? 

CHARLES HOLDER
Without a doubt.

JOE WINN
What do you have planned for him?

CHARLES HOLDER
He’ll be staying with me. I’ll have 
him working security at the bar. 

JOE WINN
What about his future?

COAHOMA
I was thinking about the city 
college here in Westlake.
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JOE WINN
Good. Get him settled in, show him 
his job, and let’s see what happens 
from there.

CHARLES HOLDER
There’s one more thing I haven’t 
told you.

JOE WINN
Go on.

CHARLES HOLDER
I hesitate to talk about this 
because I wasn’t there. I was told 
he gave an enemy soldier his Last 
Rites.

JOE WINN
You mean like a priest?

CHARLES HOLDER
Yes, except he took it a little 
further. He was walking by a 
soldier lying face down. He grabbed 
Coahoma by the leg. The man 
couldn’t speak. Coahoma told him he 
was a warrior. It was no dishonor 
to him or his family to die in 
battle. He told him he would visit 
his family after the war.

JOE WINN
Just keep an eye on him for the 
time being.

INT. SPORTS BAR IN WESTLAKE OHIO TWO DAYS LATER - EVENING

Coahoma meets with Charles at the Sports Bar. One of the 
waitresses shows him the way to the office.

RACHEL
My name is Rachel. So you’re 
superman!

COAHOMA
I don’t think so. The only flying I 
do is in a big aluminum tube with 
wings on it.
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RACHEL
That’s not what I heard. The way 
Charlie talks about you the only 
thing missing is the cape. Meeting 
You for the first time I’m 
beginning to get the picture.

Coahoma smiles as Rachel opens the office door. Rachel smiles 
back at Coahoma.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Right back at cha!

CHARLES HOLDER
S.E. It’s good to see you. I see 
you’ve met Rachel.

COAHOMA
Yes I have. She’s an interesting 
girl.

CHARLES HOLDER
Yes she is. She seems to be 
impressed by you. She’s not easily 
impressed by anyone. Not to change 
the subject but how’s your mother 
doing?

COAHOMA
She’s good.

CHARLES HOLDER
How about you?

COAHOMA
I’m fine.

CHARLES HOLDER
Your mother doesn’t think so. You 
do know that mother’s are always 
right.

COAHOMA
I learned that the hard way.

CHARLES HOLDER
At least you learned. I think this 
is a good time to talk about your 
future in Westlake. Stop me if you 
have any questions.

COAHOMA
Don’t worry I will.
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CHARLES HOLDER
You’ll start off working security. 
The drink of choice is beer.

COAHOMA
What’s the racial mix? There could 
be problems when certain people try 
to make a point of me being from 
the Choctaw Nation.

CHARLES HOLDER
What are you’re saying?

COAHOMA
Let me put it bluntly. Some of my 
ancestors tried passing. Pretending 
to be white.

CHARLES HOLDER
Like those lizards that blend in 
with their surroundings.

COAHOMA
I wouldn’t put it that way but I 
get the general idea. Since I’ve 
been in a war I don’t think I could 
handle certain situations without 
voicing strong opinions.

CHARLES HOLDER
This is a new day and times have 
changed. If anything like that goes 
down I’ll be right by your side. I 
see you haven’t changed.

COAHOMA
We all change. Sometimes people 
don’t notice it.

CHARLES HOLDER
On that note I’ve got to get back 
to work. I have a room ready for 
you at my house. You start 
tomorrow. 

COAHOMA
I’m not good at thanking people. 

CHARLES HOLDER
Don’t thank me.  If it weren’t for 
you I wouldn’t be here. One last 
thing. It’s never too early to plan 
for your future. There’s a 
community college five miles away. 
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They have a pretty good business 
department.

COAHOMA
Thanks, that was the next thing on 
my agenda.

INT. SPORTS BAR WESTLAKE OHIO - LATE EVENING

The shift started without incident then Karen walked in.

BARTENDER
(country songs playing)

I haven’t seen you for a while. 
What’s going on?

KAREN
Not much. I was out of town.

BARTENDER
I heard you were. Where were you? 

KAREN
Some one horse town in Arkansas.

BARTENDER
Arkansas? I thought you hate 
Arkansas.

KAREN
I do. I did meet an interesting guy 
on the bus leaving Fort Smith.

BARTENDER
Why so interesting? What’s the 
story?

KAREN
He’s been divorced for years, but 
he talked about his wife like they 
were just married.

BARTENDER
Some guys are like that. They never 
get over their first love.

KAREN
I guess you’re right. Let me have a 
light beer.

BARTENDER
One light beer, coming up.

94.

CHARLES HOLDER (CONT'D)



Karen turns around on her stool to see who’s in the bar.

KAREN
Who’s the new guy?

BARTENDER
He’s the owner’s friend.

KAREN
Friends in high places, nice.

BARTENDER
I think they met in the war.

KAREN
Interesting. He’s cute!

BARTENDER
Hold your horses. Where’s your 
friend?

KAREN
Who are you talking about?

BARTENDER
Your boyfriend or has he slipped 
your mind.

KAREN
Oh, him. He had my number when I 
left and it didn’t change.

BARTENDER
I don’t want any trouble on the 
kid’s first night. I’ve heard 
stories about him.

KAREN
How could you have heard anything, 
isn’t he starting tonight?

BARTENDER
You know how Charlie talks. Don’t 
mess with this guy.

KAREN
There’s nothing wrong with talking.

BARTENDER
You’ve been warned!

KAREN
You need to mind your own business,  
tend to your bar!
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The bartender frowns and walks away. Karen walks in Coahoma’s 
direction.

KAREN (CONT’D)
Excuse me, but have we met?

COAHOMA
No we haven’t.

KAREN
You sound so sure of yourself. I 
don’t know whether to take that as 
a compliment or an insult.

COAHOMA
It’s a compliment. I don’t insult 
beautiful women.

KAREN
Hold old did you say you were?

COAHOMA
I didn’t. If you want to know I’ll 
be twenty-one on my next birthday.

KAREN
Just my luck. You’re not even of 
age. 

She stairs at Coahoma.

KAREN (CONT’D)
I can’t get over how much you 
remind me of someone I recently 
met.

COAHOMA
What features in particular?

KAREN
Your eyes and your nose.

COAHOMA
My mother use to tell me I had my 
father’s eyes.

The bar door opens and a six foot four man walks in.

SAM
Karen are you robbing the cradle 
again?

KAREN
It’s good to see you too Sam.
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Karen turns and looks at Coahoma.

KAREN (CONT’D)
I would introduce you to this tree 
stump, but I just realized I don’t 
know your name.

COAHOMA
It’s Coahoma.

SAM
What did you say?

Coahoma looks at Sam.

COAHOMA
I think you heard me!

SAM
You’re an Indian! You’re hitting on 
my girl. Karen you need to be horse 
whipped!

COAHOMA
You’re half right. I am an Indian, 
but I’m not hitting on your girl.

KAREN
I’m not his girl!

COAHOMA
I’ve got to warn you, If you don’t 
make a 180 degree turn and leave 
the same way you came in, I’ll be 
hitting on you in places you can’t 
imagine.

Sam reaches for the nearest beer bottle.

BARTENDER
Don’t do it Sam, this kid is meaner 
than he looks.

SAM
Stay out of my business if you 
don’t want to be...

Before Sam could say next Coahoma had his right hand around 
Sam’s neck, slowly lifting him off the ground, then sets him 
in an empty bar stool.

COAHOMA
I just left a war where there was 
at least some honor in fighting. 
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There’s no honor in threatening a 
woman.

In a high pitched voice Sam replies.

SAM
I’m sorry.

COAHOMA
You should be.

CUSTOMERS
(clapping from the crowd)

KAREN
It looks like you have a fan club. 
I didn’t formally introduce myself. 
My name is Karen Jones. I come in 
here from time to time for a light 
beer and a little companionship.

COAHOMA
Would you excuse me for a minute 
Ms. Jones.

KAREN
Handle your business.

He turns to speak to Sam.

COAHOMA
Order one beer, pay for it, drink 
it and leave. Do we understand each 
other.

SAM
I think we do.

COAHOMA
Good. I hope to see you again under 
better circumstances.

Coahoma wipes the Sam’s sweat off his right hand. 

KAREN
Are you sure you’re twenty years 
old?

COAHOMA
I’m positive.

KAREN
I’ve got to change my policy on 
age.
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COAHOMA
What policy is that?

Coahoma’s phone rang.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
Hello, I didn’t expect to hear from 
you uncle. This is great! How’s 
everything?

CLARENCE
It’s your mother. She didn’t want 
me to tell you.

COAHOMA
Tell me what?

CLARENCE
Just get here as soon as you can.

COAHOMA
I’ll be there tomorrow afternoon.

CLARENCE
I’ll see you when you get here. 
Have a safe trip. 

COAHOMA
Good bye.

Coahoma runs to the office.

COAHOMA (CONT’D)
Charles I’ve got to leave. It’s an 
emergency!

CHARLES HOLDER
What happened?

COAHOMA
It’s my mother

CHARLES HOLDER
Is she ok?

COAHOMA
I don’t know.

CHARLES HOLDER
Do what you got to do. I’ll cover 
for you.
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COAHOMA
Thanks Charles. Thank you for 
everything.

CHARLES HOLDER
Go on I’ll see you when you get 
back.

EXT. CLARENCE’S FRONT DOOR THE NEXT DAY - AFTERNOON

Coahoma knocks on the front door of his uncle house.

COAHOMA
I got here as fast as I could. 
Where’s mom? Is she alright?

CLARENCE
Take it easy she’s fine.

COAHOMA
What’s going on?

CLARENCE
I think you should talk to your 
mother.

Onna heard the knock on the door. She met him as he walked 
in.

INT. INSIDE CLARENCE’S HOUSE - AFTERNOON

ONNA
Come here!

She hugged her son while tears rolled down her face.

ONNA (CONT’D)
Clarence my son is here!

CLARENCE
I know he’s been here for at least 
two minutes.

ONNA
Clarence?

CLARENCE
Yes, Onna.
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ONNA
Why is my son here? Did you tell 
him anything?

CLARENCE
I told him to get here as soon as 
possible. That’s it.

ONNA
I didn’t want him involved in this.

CLARENCE
Tell him and let him decide for 
himself.

ONNA
I can’t say the words you’ll have 
to do it.

CLARENCE
I understand, both of you take a 
seat.

Coahoma sits next to his mother on the sofa.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
Coahoma your father’s brother 
attacked your mother!

COAHOMA
What? Mom, what is he talking 
about?

CLARENCE
This is hard for me to say. I know 
it’s hard for you to hear. He tried 
a second time and your mother 
defended herself. At this moment 
he’s helping the corn grow at your 
parent’s first home.

COAHOMA
I don’t know what to say. I...

CLARENCE
Don’t say anything you haven’t 
heard the best part. The house is 
being sold. Escrow ends Monday. 
We’ve got to dig up that body by 
tomorrow night. Are you in or out.

ONNA
Stop right there! My son isn’t 
going to dig up his uncle.
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CLARENCE
This has to be his decision.

Onna looks at her son.

ONNA
You shouldn’t do this, you’ll have 
to live with this the rest of your 
life. 

COAHOMA
I understand why you don’t want me 
there. I learned something about 
myself while I was in Iraq.

CLARENCE
Is this leading to something?

ONNA
Let him speak.

COAHOMA
Easy choices are like peanuts in a 
cracker jack box. There just aren’t 
that many. I would dig up that body 
and drag it to hell if would save 
my mother!

Onna smiled.

CLARENCE
It’s decided. Everybody get your 
stuff together, we’re going on a 
road trip.

EXT. THE DRIVE TO FORT SMITH ARKANSAS - EVENING

Onna asked if Coahoma liked the work he was doing on his job.

ONNA
How’s your job going?

COAHOMA
Not bad, I’ve already made a couple 
friends.

ONNA
That’s great. Making new friends 
hasn’t always been the easiest 
thing for you.
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COAHOMA
I know, there was this one guy I 
met yesterday. We hit it off right 
away. It was like that song. Reach 
out and touch somebody.

ONNA
I know you. Are you trying to be 
funny?

COAHOMA
Just a little.

CLARENCE
We’re an hour away from the house. 
When we get there Coahoma, take the 
shovels out of the trunk. There in 
an old sack. After we dig up the 
body we can put it in the same bag.

EXT. ONNA’S FORT SMITH HOME - LATE EVENING

Coahoma unpacked the shovels.

ONNA
I think it was right about here.

CLARENCE
Start digging Coahoma.

ONNA
No. It’s better if you dig 
Clarence. I’m trying to keep my son 
from being a accessory.

CLARENCE
Get me the pointed shovel young 
man.

Clarence digs for an hour.

CLARENCE (CONT’D)
How deep did you bury this son of a 
bitch!

ONNA
You should be there. Maybe another 
foot.

CLARENCE
If I have to dig much deeper 
I’ll need to learn Chinese!
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COAHOMA
Hold up there’s a car coming.

ONNA
Get out of the whole!

Onna walks to greet the driver.

ONNA (CONT’D)
It’s been a long time Sheriff.

SHERIFF
How are you doing Ms. Baker.

ONNA
Not bad.

SHERIFF
What are you doing here at three in 
the morning?

ONNA
My name is still on the deed.

The sheriff reaches for his radio.

SHERIFF
You want to do this the hard way. 
That’s fine with me.

Onna looked at Coahoma. And shook her head no. 

SHERIFF (CONT’D)
I tried to be nice, but you’re not 
listening.

ONNA
I’m not trying to give you a bad 
time. We’re not breaking any laws.

SHERIFF
We’ll see about that. This is the 
way it’s going to work. If I call 
this in everybody spends a night in 
jail. Do you get my meaning?

ONNA
Yes I do.

SHERIFF
First things first. Who are your 
friends? 
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ONNA
The older gentleman’s name is 
Clarence. The young man next to him 
is my son Coahoma.

SHERIFF
The last time I saw him he was just 
a couple of years old. Look at him 
now. You raised him well. 

ONNA
Thank you sheriff.

SHERIFF
Back to business. Why are you 
digging that hole at three in the 
morning?

ONNA
This is the best time to plant 
anything. I was thinking about 
buying William’s interest in this 
property.

SHERIFF
I don’t like being played for a 
fool! Have you ever heard of the 
word faction?

ONNA
I can’t say that I have.

SHERIFF
Let me enlighten you. Faction is a 
combination of two words fact and 
fiction. Fact one your name is on 
the deed. Fact two, you can do 
whatever you want on your property.

ONNA
Where are you going with this 
sheriff?

SHERIFF
Don’t interrupt me! The fiction is 
you’re not digging this hole to 
plant corn. You’re either putting 
something in or taking something 
out. We’re going to walk around 
this house, if I don’t find 
anything you’re going to dig a 
little deeper in that hole. Now 
move out!
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The sheriff walked in the rear as they slowly circled the 
house.

SHERIFF (CONT’D)
Ok, that’s enough walking. Keep 
digging.

The sheriff points at Coahoma.

SHERIFF (CONT’D)
Give your friend one of those 
shovels.

Coahoma picks up the shovel while looking at his mother, she 
shakes her head no.

SHERIFF (CONT’D)
What are you waiting for? Give it 
to him.

Coahoma hands Clarence the shovel. Twenty minutes later 
Clarence is still digging.

CLARENCE
I’ve dug another foot. There’s 
nothing here.

SHERIFF
Keep digging!

The sheriff walks over to Onna.

SHERIFF (CONT’D)
I don’t know what you’re hiding. 
You can bet your life on it, I’m 
going to find out.

ONNA
Is that all sheriff? If it is I 
would appreciate it if you would 
leave my property.

SHERIFF
I see what Will saw in you. You’ve 
got spirit and you’re a good 
looking woman.

The sheriff walks to his car. Starts the engine drives ten 
feet and stops.

SHERIFF (CONT’D)
You boys fill that hole up. We 
don’t want anybody falling in. 
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He drives off with a smile on his face.

ONNA
Get out of that hole Clarence!

COAHOMA
I’m sorry, if it wasn’t for you I 
would have...

ONNA
Don’t even think about it, we all 
made it out together.

CLARENCE
We’ve got to get out of here before 
that guy comes back!

ONNA
There’s one more thing I have to do  
before we leave.

CLARENCE
Onna, we don’t have time!

ONNA
This won’t take long. I have a key.

Onna unlocks the front door.

INT. IN ONNA’S HOUSE - EARLY MORNING

She walks to the back of the kitchen.

ONNA
I have to get to the basement.

Clarence rolls up the area rug covering the entrance to the 
basement. He tries to lift the door.

CLARENCE
What’s this door made of?

ONNA
Coahoma give him a hand.

They both lift the door and all three walk down the steps 
into the basement.

ONNA (CONT’D)
This was my home away from home. I 
spent so many hours here thinking 
about your future son. 
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I hope I haven’t ended it by 
bringing you into my nightmare.

COAHOMA
You’re forgetting something

ONNA
What are you talking about?

COAHOMA
This was my home too. Anything that 
happens to you happens to me.

ONNA
Let’s get this done. We’ve been 
here long enough. Move that 
bookshelf and look behind it.

CLARENCE
What am I looking for ?

ONNA
You’ll know when you find it.

Clarence and Coahoma slide the bookshelf to one side.

ONNA (CONT’D)
Get it son.

COAHOMA
It’s a nice box.

ONNA
Open it.

CLARENCE
Damn woman! How much cash is in 
there?

ONNA
I didn’t put all that in there!

CLARENCE
It’s in your box so it must be your 
money.

ONNA
Count it Clarence.

Clarence opens the top and counts the money.

CLARENCE
It’s ten thousand dollars in here!
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ONNA
We’ve got to get out of here right 
now. Move you two!

COAHOMA
What’s wrong?

ONNA
Somebody has been watching me. 
Maybe they’re watching us now.

EXT. OUTSIDE OF ONNA’S HOUSE - EARLY MORNING

They drive to the highway.

CLARENCE
Why did we have leave in such a 
hurry?

ONNA
I only put one thousand dollars in 
that box. Somebody is using it for 
their private stash.

CLARENCE
Why would anyone do that?

ONNA
Maybe there was a robbery, and they 
didn’t want to be caught with the 
money.

CLARENCE
That’s possible. Unlikely but 
possible.

COAHOMA
Things are getting very strange.

CLARENCE
We’ve gone beyond strange and into 
bizarre. First we’re looking for a 
body that’s not there. Then we find 
money we’re not looking for.

COAHOMA
I’m confused.

ONNA
So am I. I get the feeling we won’t 
have much longer to find out what’s 
really going on.
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CLARENCE
I think it best if you don’t spend 
the money right now. At least not 
the nine thousand dollars.

ONNA
I’m not spending any of it.

CLARENCE
I just wanted to be sure.

INT. INSIDE CLARENCE’S HOUSE - EARLY MORNING

Onna enters the living room and the phone rings.

ONNA
Hello, yes this is Onna Baker.

Coahoma walks in five minutes later and sees his mother 
crying with her head down on the kitchen table.

COAHOMA
What’s wrong?

With a strained voice she explains.

ONNA
It was William all the time!

COAHOMA
William?

ONNA
Your father!

COAHOMA
What did he do?

ONNA
He dug up his brother’s body, then 
put nine thousand dollars in the  
wooden box.

Clarence walks in the front door.

CLARENCE
Did I miss anything?

COAHOMA
Not much. Just my father saved the 
day!
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CLARENCE
I suppose he dug up his brother and 
put nine thousand in that box.

COAHOMA
That’s exactly what he did.

CLARENCE
If you say so.

ONNA
Sit down Clarence! There’s 
something else I need to tell the 
both of you. He’s taking part of 
the money from the sale of the 
house and using it as a down 
payment on a farm. He wants me to 
live with him.

CLARENCE
What are you thinking Onna.

ONNA
I’m thinking yes!

CLARENCE
Good for you, good for you. 
Coahoma, your mother has come full 
circle. What about you?

COAHOMA
I guess I’m still a work in 
progress.

ONNA
Gentlemen, I think it time to end 
this progress report and call it a 
day.

CLARENCE
That’s a good idea. I’ll see you in 
the morning Coahoma.

The next morning Onna makes Breakfast.

ONNA
Breakfast is served.

CLARENCE
Where’s your son?

ONNA
Let him rest. He’s had a hard 
couple of days.
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The telephone rings in the kitchen.

ONNA (CONT’D)
Hello, just a minute. Coahoma it’s 
for you.

He walks to the telephone stand.

COAHOMA
Hello.

CHARLOTTE’S HUSBAND
We haven’t met, but I think it’s 
time we talked.

COAHOMA
Talk about what?

CHARLOTTE’S HUSBAND
I’m Charlotte’s husband.

COAHOMA
Her husband! Why are you calling 
me?

CHARLOTTE’S HUSBAND
I had to. Charlotte doesn’t know 
I’m talking to you. She hasn’t 
gotten over you. I can’t take it 
anymore.

COAHOMA
I still don’t see what this has to 
do with me.

CHARLOTTE’S HUSBAND
Let me explain. I’ll deny it if you 
ever tell her about this phone 
call. Do we understand each other?

COAHOMA
Get to the point!

CHARLOTTE’S HUSBAND
We don’t sleep in the same bed. I 
cook my own meals. If it wasn’t for 
her cell phone, half of the time I 
wouldn’t know where she was. I 
thought I could take it for the 
prettiest girl in town, but I 
can’t. I need to see you about this 
as soon as possible.

Coahoma hangs up the phone.
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ONNA
What was that all about?

COAHOMA
That was charlotte’s husband.

ONNA
What did he want?

COAHOMA
It sounded like there breaking up.

ONNA
What are you going to do?

COAHOMA
A long time ago I had a dream that 
I was flying in the clouds. Now I 
know what it meant. I was looking 
for my mate. I rescued guys I 
didn’t know. Since I came back from 
Iraq I’ve been thinking about what 
I would do if this ever happened. 
I’m going to save her life. She 
would do it for me if I was in her 
position. 

THE END
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