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EXT. BALASHIKHA, SOVIET UNION 1978 - DAY

We open up on tree tops in a remote forest.  Moving down 
reveals green beret officer MICHAEL STANLEY and his A TEAM 
giving an impromptu weapons demonstration to a unseen 
audience.

MICHAEL
(To audience)

By way of deception I wage war.  
This ladies and gentlemen is the 
old new way of warfare encountered 
in the world today.  World wide 
conflicts are a thing of the past.  
Replacing the soldier with the 
guerilla, the subversive and the 
spy.  The enemy will fight with 
proxies such as terrorist groups to 
attack specific political or 
military targets all the while as 
he remains hidden and undetected. 
As in south east Asia; the Vietcong 
slowly infiltrated every level of 
South Vietnamese society and 
government.  Subverted it from 
within paving the way for the final 
invasion by the North Vietnamese 
Army three years ago.  But a more 
current example would be Black 
September.

Picks up an AK-47.

MICHAEL
To all appearances a splinter group 
of the Palestine liberation 
organization engaged in a world 
wide terror campaign against the 
Israelis that culminated in the 
1972 Munich massacre and the murder 
of the US ambassador to Sudan a 
year later.  While at the same time 
giving the PLO a clean slate to 
talk peace at the united nations 
without repercussion or outrage.

(Holding up AK-47)
And it’s with this weapon they 
fight their cause along with the 
ammunition, the explosives, rocket 
propelled grenades and instruction 
supplied by the Soviet Union and 
her Warsaw Pact allies.  Make no 
mistakes ladies and gentlemen.  
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Just as the France paid Indian 
tribes to attack British colonists 
in the French and Indian wars.  
Today the Palestinians, the Cubans, 
the Vietnamese and left wing 
terrorists are today’s Indians.  
Clandestine cannon fodder for the 
communist cause.  We too must adapt 
to this new reality of the 
clandestine battlefields of today.  
Striking from the shadows without 
warning and retreating before our 
enemies knows who hit them.  By 
deception we win the war and by 
deception we avoid - retaliation.

Applause.

MICHAEL
Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, 
thank you.

Camera panes toward the audience - revealing them to be KGB 
and SOVIET ARMY OFFICERS.

Michael smiles.  He’s a KGB Spetesnaz officer.

CUT TO:

OPENING CREDITS.

INT. BEDROOM, JENNINGS HOUSE SEPT. 1, 1983 - DAY

In bed Elizabeth soundly sleeps then rolls over to find 
Phillip gone.

ELIZABETH
(Groggy)

Phillip?

She gets, puts on the robe and goes downstairs.

INT. LIVING ROOM, JENNINGS HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Phillip is watching news coverage of the KAL 007 SHOOTDOWN 
incident.
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TV ANCHOR
The airliner en-route to Seoul via 
Anchorage Alaska had apparently 
flown off course violating Soviet 
air space due to what experts are 
calling a navigational error...

PHILLIP
Jesus.

Elizabeth comes down the stairs.

ELIZABETH
What’s going on?

PHILLIP
A Korean airliner’s been shot down 
inside Soviet airspace near Saklin
island.

Coming closer.

ELIZABETH
Any..?

PHILLIP
(Shaking head)

No survivors.  Moscow claiming it’s 
a spy plane but nobody’s fooled.

ELIZABETH
This could only play into Reagan’s 
hands.  He could use this to 
escalate or justify an attack.

PHILLIP
It’s just a self inflicted 
propaganda victory for now.  But 
the politburo’s on edge these days  
center’s still on us about 
operation RYAN.  This only makes 
things worse for us now.  They’re 
gonna’ need answers Elizabeth and 
telling them what they want to hear 
is not helping.

ELIZABETH
What time is it?

PHILLIP
Quarter to seven.

ELIZABETH
I’ll wake the kids.

3.



PHILLIP
Okay.

She heads back upstairs as Phillip continues watching the 
news.

PHILLIP
God damn.

INT. FBI HQ - DAY

Stan exits the elevator and runs into Chris at his cubical.

CHRIS
Shit has hit the fan.

STAN
And hello to you too. Is he..?

He points to the Supervisor’s office.

CHRIS
Here before dawn.  Careful he’s a 
bit cranky.

STAN
I’ll get him some coffee.

CHRIS
If you don’t come back.  I’ll wait 
a little longer.

INT. FBI HQ, SUPERVISOR’S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

Stan places a coffee cup in front of a haggard Supervisor.

SUPERVISOR
(Looking)

Thanks.

STAN
Looked like you needed it.

SUPERVISOR
I’ll need more at this rate.  
Anything?

Indicates no.
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STAN
KAL’s caught them off guard.  Whole 
embassy’s in panic mode just 
answering phones from the media.

SUPERVISOR
Not gonna’ stop the rezidentura 
from doing his job and he’s the one 
I’m concerned with.  So what’s he 
up too?

STAN
Laying low.  At least until 
everything blows over.  Puts most 
of their agents in limbo for the 
time being.

SUPERVISOR
Source tell you that?

He nodes.

STAN
There’s more.

SUPERVISOR
(Looking up)

What is it?

STAN
An overnight message from Moscow.  
Double encoded for the 
rezidentura’s eyes only.

SUPERVISOR
Double encoded?  Has to be serious 
shit to be double encoded.  How did 
she find out?

STAN
The communications officer handed 
it to her this morning took it to 
the rezidentura personally.  Didn’t 
get a chance to photo it.

SUPERVISOR
Even then we wouldn’t know what 
it’s about.  NSA spends billions a 
year just trying to decode Soviet 
communications and not much to show 
for it.

STAN
Would it hurt to call?
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Looks at him like he’s joking.

STAN
They intercept everything.  Least 
they could do is give us a copy.

SUPERVISOR
I’ll do that.  Get back to work.

Stan smiles and leaves.

CUT TO:

EXT. TRAVEL AGENCY - DAY

Through the inner office window Phillip arrives.  Greets a co-
worker enters and shuts the door.

At his desk he checks his watch, checks to see everyone busy 
and opens his desk revealing the short wave radio.

CUT TO:

I/E. CAR, FALLS CHURCH - DAY

Elizabeth drives through town on a dead drop run.  But 
finding no chalk signals.

ELIZABETH
What the hell is going on here?

CUT TO:

INT. AIRLINER - DAY

The Stewardess walks down the aisle with a drink in her hand 
and delivers it to a suited Michael Stanley gazing out the 
window.

STEWARDESS
(Offering)

Your drink sir.

He turns to her and smiles.

MICHAEL
(Taking drink)

Oh thanks.

STEWARDESS
Anything else I can get you?
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MICHAEL
Well how long before we land?

STEWARDESS
Roughly an hour from now.

MICHAEL
Thank you very much.

STEWARDESS
(Leaving)

Welcome sir.

He sips his drink and stares out the window.  Pondering the 
purpose of his mission to America.

KGB GENERAL (O.S.)
This is a very important mission 
comrade Starinov.

FLASHBACK TO:

INT. MOSCOW CENTER, KGB GENERAL’S OFFICE - DAY

In KGB uniform Michael/MIKHAIL STARINOV reads a top secret 
file.  The KGB GENERAL silently stares out the window.

KGB GENERAL
Rubicon.

MICHAEL
Rubicon?

KGB general pours vodka into two glasses.

KGB GENERAL
Yes Rubicon, appropriate named for 
a very special operation.  Cesar 
crossed the Rubicon and now we 
have.

MICHAEL
This mission?  It is for real?

He nodes and hands him the vodka glass.

KGB GENERAL
Sanctioned by premier Andropov
himself.  You are reading the only 
copy of the orders which will be 
destroyed soon after.  
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No record of operation Rubicon must 
exist, everything must appear to be 
the work of American terrorists to 
avoid war at all costs.  Call it a 
clandestine pre-emptive strike.

He reads the PHOTOS taken of the OPERATION ABLE ARCHER 
documents.  Doubt shows on Michael’s face.

KGB GENERAL
Something’s plagues your mind what 
is it?

MICHAEL
That any American president would 
ever consider launching a first 
strike.  This operation able archer 
where did it come from?

KGB GENERAL
A most reliable source at the heart 
of the American government code 
named weatherman.

MICHAEL
Weatherman?

KGB General turns his back for moment.  Allowing Michael to 
surreptitiously remove and hide the Able Archer photos in his 
coat.

KGB GENERAL
Yes he is the one who discovered 
this operation able archer.  He 
picked it himself in reference to a 
American popular song.  You don’t 
need a weatherman...

(Forgetful)

MICHAEL
...to tell you which way the wind 
blows.

KGB GENERAL
(Smiles)

Ah your knowledge of American 
culture never ceases to amaze me.

MICHAEL
And American terrorists.

Beat.
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KGB GENERAL
Yes he was one.  His father 
recruited him before he went to 
university.  It was there he 
infiltrated the resistance group 
known as the weathermen.  But they 
were a failure.  We give him a new 
identity and a new mission to 
infiltrate the highest level of the 
American government.  Care to guess 
comrade.

MICHAEL
The White House?

General smiles knowingly confirming his answer.

KGB GENERAL
(Noding)

Spent the last ten years working 
his way up and up.  Now he’s in a 
position of trust.  Knows the 
presidents personal travel 
schedule, security details even the 
defense systems of air force one.

Michael ears prick up.

KGB GENERAL
You will have total operational 
control of this mission including 
the cooperation of two of our best 
directorate S agents in America.  
They will provide your team with 
logistical and if needed up to date 
intelligence.  And remember Mikhal - 
under no circumstances are you or 
your men to be taken alive and 
liquidate all witnesses when 
necessary.  Do you understand?

MICHAEL
Yes comrade general.

CUT TO:

INT. TRAVEL AGENCY - DAY

Phillip reads the decoded message with trepidation.  
Elizabeth enters and shuts the door.
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ELIZABETH
Checked every where.  Nothing not 
one signal at any of them.

PHILLIP
(Not looking up)

Uh huh.

ELIZABETH
This incident is fucking everything 
up for us.

She notices Phillip staring at the message.

ELIZABETH
(Concern)

Phillip?

She moves closer to read the message.

PHILLIP
Moscow center has assigned us to an 
8th directorate officer.  He’s 
flying in later this week.

ELIZABETH
(Reading message)

8th directorate?  That’s special 
operations branch.  But...?

PHILLIP
Just says to contact him, follow 
his orders.

ELIZABETH
(Reading aloud)

Michael Stanley?

She looks at Phillip puzzled.

PHILLIP
Doesn’t ring a bell if you’re 
asking.

(beat)
Wait a minute, that requisition 
eight months back for parachutes 
and uniforms.  How many did we 
provide? 

ELIZABETH
A dozen plus reserves.

PHILLIP
Enough for a spetesnaz unit.
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ELIZABETH
It could just be a coincidence 
Phillip.

PHILLIP
How?  Last two years Moscow 
center’s been totally consumed by 
operation RYAN.  It’s gone from 
obsession to paranoia ever since 
SDI became public couple months 
ago.

ELIZABETH
With Regan’s rhetoric what more 
proof do they need.

PHILLIP
Elizabeth that’s not evidence of 
intent.  Think logically for a 
second.  When the president was 
shot the center wanted to believe a 
coup had occured.  It’s because of 
us no war broke out.  Now they send 
a special forces officer and 
question is why.  It’s as if 
nothing was learned the last time.

ELIZABETH
So what should we do?

PHILLIP
Have to meet the man.  Orders are 
orders.

CUT TO:

INT. CUSTOMS SFO - DAY

The customs officer opens Michael Stanley’s passport to 
compare the photo and the smiling Michael starring back.

CUSTOMS OFFICER
Where are you from mister Stanley?

MICHAEL
Syacuse New York.  On my way home 
from a business trip in Japan.

Customs officer looks at the passport and at him.  Then 
stamps it.
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CUSTOMS OFFICER
Welcome home mister Stanley.

(Handing back passport)
And have a safe trip home sir.

MICHAEL
Thank you very much.

He takes his passport and enters the United States.

CUT TO:

INT. GYM - DAY

Stan and Phillip play squash.  Phillip misses the ball.

PHILLIP
Ah shit.

STAN
Hey it’s just a game.

PHILLIP
I know.

(Pointing)
But I’m still gonna’ win.

Stan laughs.

STAN
Hey just exercise.  Wanna’ play 
let’s do it for money.

PHILLIP
Your turn.

Stan serves the ball and they play.

PHILLIP
I’ll tell ya’ it’s getting a little 
scary these days.

STAN
KAL?

PHILLIP
Especially that.  Got those bad 
memories from the Cuba missile 
crises.

STAN
Like those duck and cover drills?
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PHILLIP
Hated them.  Told the teacher one 
day he should just teach us to bend 
over and kiss our ass goodbye.

STAN
There’s a Russian joke that in the 
event of nuclear attack everyone is 
to proceed to the nearest graveyard 
in a calm and orderly fashion.

PHILLIP
(Snickers)

Why?

STAN
Well you don’t want a panic do ya.’

Phillip laughs.

PHILLIP
(Laughing)

Ah the world we’re living in theses 
days.  Kinda’ wish they just get it 
over with.

STAN
Nah, it nothing to worry about 
really.

PHILLIP
Why?

STAN
The Soviets are not stupid enough 
to start with us because they know 
they’d lose.

PHILLIP
Spoken with confidence.

STAN
On the flip side we are not stupid 
enough to start a war with the 
Soviets.

PHILLIP
(Curious)

Let me guess because they know we’d 
lose.

STAN
Exactly.
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PHILLIP
I see one fatal flaw with 
deterrence though.

STAN
Flaw? What flaw?

PHILLIP
Rational leadership.  Without it 
shit hits the fan.  Imagine if 
Hitler got the bomb the world today 
be fucked royally.

STAN
Yeah, instead the Soviets got it 
thanks to a bunch of traitors.

Stan misses the ball in frustration.

PHILLIP
(Winded)

I need a few.

STAN
Sure.

PHILLIP
Ask you something?

STAN
Shoot.

PHILLIP
What do think drives the Russians?

STAN
The Soviets, Russians are just 
along for the ride.  It’s like any 
nobile cause, Jesus had followers, 
so do Marx and Lenin.  Communism is 
really just Christianity with the 
religious part cut out.

Phillip thinks he’s kidding.

PHILLIP
Bullshit.

STAN
No bullshit, tenets are the same.  
Help thy neighbor, work toward the 
collective good, etc, etc.  Trouble 
is no two people are alike.
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PHILLIP
Well that and people like to own 
shit.

STAN
That and the fact that it takes 
absolutely no courage in this 
country to call the president an 
asshole in public and not get 
arrested.  Over there you lose 
everything, even your family gets 
blacklisted when they imprison you.  
Sixty years ago a couple thousand 
Americans pulled up roots here and 
emigrated to the Soviet Union 
seeking the dream of a new workers 
paradise.  Only to end up dieing in 
the Gulags, very few returned 
Phillip, very few.

PHILLIP
(Stunned)

Never heard that before.  Amazing 
they didn’t they teach that in 
school.

Stan’s beeper goes off.

STAN
Ignorance mainly, can’t teach 
everyone enough history these days.

(checks beeper)
Then again some people want the 
dead to be invisible to avoid the 
final nail in the coffin.

PHILLIP
Duty calls?

STAN
(Reading message)

Yeah, I’ve gotta’ go.

PHILLIP
Tomorrow then?

STAN
Sure, see ya’ then.

Stan leaves.

PHILLIP
Later.
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Phillip smiles but then becomes conflicted.

CUT TO:

INT. CPUSA BOOKSTORE - DAY

Che Guevara portraits and Sandinista posters decorate the 
windows and walls of the bookstore.

A bored CLERK with a goatee mans the counter as Michael 
enters.  He looks over the store noticing the bookshelves are 
full and dusty.  He’s not impressed.

CLERK
Can I help you sir?

He looks the Clerk in the eye.

MICHAEL
A fellow traveller to see Mister 
Thomson please.

Clerk comes from behind the counter, turns the sign around 
and locks the door.

CLERK
Follow me.

They go to the BACK OFFICE.

MICHAEL
Who else is here?

CLERK
My boss.

INT. CPUSA BOOKSTORE, BACK OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

The door opens on a nervous and disheveled Mr. Thomson at his 
desk.  With a SAFE in back of him.

MICHAEL
(To Clerk)

After you.

Clerk enters ahead of him.  Mister Thomson stands up.

MR. THOMSON
I-I was wonder when you would...

MICHAEL
Do you have it?
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Thomson and Clerk exchange nervous glances.  They’re hiding 
something and Michael knows.

MICHAEL
Eight hundred thousand dollars was 
funneled into this bookstore for 
the last three years by the party.  
In that entire time not one record 
of sale or orders for new stock.  
The least you two could’ve done is 
dust the place and rotate that shit 
out there once in awhile.  There 
has been much embezzling recently 
of the money given to you by the 
Soviet people.  I want it back.

Thomson hesitates.

MICHAEL
Now.

Thomson opens the safe, removes several wades of dollar bills 
and stacks them on the desk in front of Michael.

MICHAEL
When I count this how much will 
there be?

MR. THOMSON
Six hundred and fifty thousand 
approximately.

He points to the Clerk.

MICHAEL
Hand me that bag behind you.

He hands Michael a shopping bag and puts the money in it.

Suddenly Michael pulls out an S4M silent derringer and kills 
both of them.

MICHAEL
(Picking up money)

Fuckin’ thieves.

CUT TO:

INT. BASEMENT, JENNINGS HOUSE - NIGHT

Phillip opens the cache behind the circuit breaker and grabs 
a .357 Magnum.  Elizabeth comes down the stairs.
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ELIZABETH
Everything’s ready at the safe 
house.

PHILLIP
(Loading magnum)

Good to hear.

ELIZABETH
Should I come with you?

PHILLIP
No.

ELIZABETH
Need me to do anything?

PHILLIP
No, stay with the kids.  I’ll call 
after he’s settled in.

ELIZABETH
It’s probably nothing Phillip.

PHILLIP
After what we’ve been through the 
last couple years.  I’d rather not 
take any chances.  I’m having bad 
feelings about this Elizabeth.

ELIZABETH
Me too.

He tucks the .357 Magnum into his jacket.  Embraces Elizabeth 
by the shoulders.

PHILLIP
(Concern)

Listen anything happens to either 
one of us.  We go to Stan and 
defect.

ELIZABETH
Defect?

PHILLIP
Yes defect.

ELIZABETH
He shot me remember and send us to 
prison.  Paige and Henry will be 
taken away from us.
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PHILLIP
Not if Stan adopts them.  Hear me 
out we confess to him only if he 
agrees to take care of Paige and 
Henry for us.

ELIZABETH
Phillip...

PHILLIP
It’s just a contingency plan that’s 
all it is.  Promise me Elizabeth 
just promise me.

ELIZABETH
Okay.

He kisses her.

PHILLIP
Wait for my call.

Phillip leaves.  Elizabeth though is worried.

CUT TO:

EXT. SUBWAY - DAY

Phillip walks up the steps and into the shadow of the 
Washington Monument.

INT. AEROSPACE MUSEUM - DAY

Phillip wanders into the Apollo section.  Holding a rolled up 
copy of Time magazine in his hand as he approaches the lunar 
lander display.  He lingers for sometime, checking his watch 
and observing the faces in the crowd.  Then admires the lunar 
lander until Michael steps in beside him.

MICHAEL (O.C.)
A shame really.

Phillip turns to see Michael dressed in jeans, tie die shirt, 
and carrying a backpack.

MICHAEL
The greatest achievement by 
humankind in all millennia to leave 
the earth, reaching for the stars 
and landing a man on the moon.  
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Billions of dollars on research, 
engineering, rocketry, astronaut 
training wasted on an expensive PR 
stunt.

PHILLIP
Beat the Russians.

MICHAEL
That’s not the point Misha.  It’s 
propaganda pure and simple.

Phillip becomes alarmed hearing his real name.

MICHAEL
(Smiles)

Relax nobody heard us.

PHILLIP
(Forced smile)

Sorry I didn’t quite catch your 
name?

MICHAEL
Michael.

(Offering his hand)
Michael Stanley.

They shake hands.

PHILLIP
Phillip Jennings.  Welcome to 
America.

CUT TO:

INT. KITCHEN, JENNINGS HOUSE - DAY

Elizabeth chops vegetables at the counter.  She looks at the 
clock and then at the phone.  Waiting for Phillip’s call.

CUT TO:

INT. SAFE HOUSE, GEORGETOWN - DAY

The door opens on a plush living room.  Michael and Phillip 
enter.

MICHAEL
(Admires)

Nice.
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PHILLIP
Bit overpriced but the 
neighborhood’s quiet and the locals 
keep to themselves.

MICHAEL
(Taking backpack off)

Who else knows of this place?

PHILLIP
The resiventura and his deputy.

MICHAEL
Plus you and your wife?

PHILLIP
Yeah.  The car’s in the garage and 
the keys are on a hook by the 
garage door.  Pantry and fridge are 
full so you won’t...

He notices Michael unpack the money and a MAGNET KEY BOX.

MICHAEL
I’ll only stay a few days.  The 
embassy doesn’t know I’m here and 
therefore nothing about my mission.  
Meantime I’ll need you to arrange 
new safe houses, vehicles, weapon 
caches and enough supplies for 
twelve men.

(Handing him a list)
Here.

Hands Phillip his list.

PHILLIP
(Reading)

A.S.A.P?

MICHAEL
(Nodding)

How soon?

PHILLIP
Vehicles should only take a couple 
days.

MICHAEL
No rentals.

PHILLIP
Five days then.  As to housing I’ll 
need a week or two to set up.
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MICHAEL
Fine then as of now you are to 
follow my orders only and no 
contacting the rezidentura. 

PHILLIP
Understood sir.

MICHAEL
(Correcting him)

Michael.

PHILLIP
Michael.

He hands Phillip a wad of money.

MICHAEL
And take this.

PHILLIP
(Befuddled)

We have more than enough.

MICHAEL
(Pushing)

And what did I just tell you?

Michael stares him straight in the eye.  Phillip cracks 
nervous smile as he takes the money

PHILLIP
(Smiles)

I’ll spend it wisely.

MICHAEL
One more thing.  Need you to take 
care of this for me.

He hands Phillip a KEY BOX and a piece of RED CHALK - he 
quickly figures it out.

PHILLIP
Where?

MICHAEL
Natural history museum, second pay 
phone near the main entrance.  Load 
signal is the second mail box one 
block east.  And another thing need 
a .45, six mags and three hundred 
rounds.  Can you do that for me?
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PHILLIP
Sure Mike.

(Gestures)
Um you don’t mind if I call you 
Mike do you?

Michael stares him down making Phillip uneasy.

MICHAEL
Sure Phil if you don’t mind?

PHILLIP
(Relief)

Not at all Mike.  Not at all.

CUT TO:

INT. KITCHEN, JENNINGS HOUSE - DAY

Paige and Henry do their homework at the table as Elizabeth 
prepares dinner.

HENRY
(To Elizabeth)

Mom when will Dad be home?

PAIGE
(To Henry)

You asked her that twenty minutes 
ago and half hour before then.

ELIZABETH
(To both)

Don’t you two start that again.

HENRY
But I’m just asking when he’ll...

ELIZABETH
(Cutting)

I told you I don’t know when.  
Hopefully he’ll call first.

He last comment strikes Paige as odd.

CUT TO:

INT. NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM - DAY

Phillip approaches the second pay phone to make a call.
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INT. KITCHEN, JENNINGS HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

The phone rings and Elizabeth answers.

ELIZABETH
(Answering)

Hello?

INT. NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM - CONTINUOUS

PHILLIP
Hi honey its me.

(Looks around)

Surreptitiously he slips the key box under the shelf.

INT. KITCHEN, JENNINGS HOUSE - DAY

Elizabeth breaths a sigh of relief.

PHILLIP (O.S.)
Just calling to tell you I’m on my 
way home now.  Meeting...

INT. NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM - CONTINUOUS

PHILLIP (CONT’D)
...ran longer than I expected.  How 
the kids?

ELIZABETH (O.S.)
Finishing their homework.

INT. KITCHEN, JENNINGS HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

ELIZABETH (CONT’D)
We’re about have dinner soon.  
Should I leave yours in the 
microwave? 

PHILLIP (O.S.)
Yeah go ahead and do that.  I’ll be 
home in an hour.

ELIZABETH
(Concern)

I’m glad you called Phillip.
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INT. NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM - CONTINUOUS

PHILLIP
(Touched)

Me too kiddio, me too.  See you 
soon.

Slowly he hangs up the phone and leaves the museum.

EXT. ONE BLOCK FROM MUSEUM - DAY

Phillip approaches the mail boxes at the corner.

Unbeknownst he’s being followed by a MAN in a CAR.

Phillip reaches into his pocket for the red chalk as he 
reaches the first mail box.

STAN (O.C.)
(Shouts)

Phillip.

Like a deer in headlights he turns around to see Stan in the 
car.

PHILLIP
(Smiles)

Stan.

He drops the red chalk and stomps it.  Walks over to the car.

PHILLIP
(Approaching)

What’re you doing here?

STAN
On my home, you?

PHILLIP
Same thing I delivered some tickets 
to a customer who couldn’t come by 
the office and they’re leaving 
tomorrow morning.

STAN
Certainly going the extra mile 
these days. You drive?

PHILLIP
Took the subway.  Just hate having 
to fight the traffic ya’ know.
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STAN
Well let me do that for you hop on 
in.

Beat.

PHILLIP
Sure, my car’s in Falls Church.

STAN
No problem at all now get in.

Phillip gets in the car.

PHILLIP
(Getting in)

Alright, alright ya’ talked me into 
it.

The car drives off.  Pulling back reveals the red chalk mark 
on the mail box.

CUT TO:

INT. BEDROOM, JENNINGS HOUSE - NIGHT

Elizabeth reads in bed as Phillip enters.

ELIZABETH
They asleep?

PHILLIP
Yeah.

ELIZABETH
So what happened?

He retrieves the list and hands it to her.

PHILLIP
List of things he’ll need us to 
procure.

She reads it.

PHILLIP
Gave me three hundred fifty 
thousand cash for expenses too.

ELIZABETH
How many men?
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PHILLIP
Twelve.

ELIZABETH
How soon?

PHILLIP
A-sap, I figure at least couple 
weeks to set up the safe houses, 
few days for the vehicles.

ELIZABETH
Least he’s kind enough help with 
expenses.  We’re looking at 
spending in excess of hundred 
thousand dollars just on housing 
alone.

PHILLIP
Also need to build new caches.  
There’s a couple sites I have in 
mind.

ELIZABETH
These dimensions are slightly wider 
than the ones we have now.  Could 
they be bringing into the country?

PHILLIP
(Shrugs)

Explosives come to mind.  As to the 
dead drop from this afternoon the 
message inside was encoded.  Has to 
be for an agent somewhere high up.  
Probably to important even for the 
rezidentura to know.

ELIZABETH
A sleeper?

PHILLIP
Would have to be.  Probably tied 
into what ever the target is.

Elizabeth thinks for moment.

PHILLIP
Any ideas?

ELIZABETH
Sleeper would know.

PHILLIP
He could know or narrow it down.
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ELIZABETH
And we know of at least one of his 
dead drops.

PHILLIP
And so does Mike.  He may have 
switched to another one or soon 
will.

ELIZABETH
So we follow Mike, he’ll lead us to 
the sleeper.

PHILLIP
He’s a highly trained KGB spetesnaz 
officer.  Trained in counter-
surveilance, hand to hand combat, 
the works for Christ sake.  He’ll 
know how to defeat being tailed.

ELIZABETH
Phillip we have to try.

CUT TO:

INT. SAFE HOUSE, GEORGETOWN - DAY

Dressed in a suit Michael fixes and eats breakfast.  Then 
cleans up after he finishes eating.  Then grabs the car keys 
off the hook heading for the garage.

GARAGE

He gets into the car and starts the engine.  From his pocket 
he extracts a tape labeled WEATHERMAN and loads it into the 
player.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
(On Tape)

You recording this?

He turns up the volume and backs out of the garage.

WEATHERMAN
Shiiit who am I kidding of course 
you are.

EXT. SAFE HOUSE, GEORGETOWN - CONTINUOUS

Michael’s car backs out onto the street.
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WEATHERMAN (CONT’D)
I’d do the same thing if I was in 
your shoes.

Parked at the end of the block sits a RED CAR with Elizabeth, 
in disguise, watching him in the side mirror.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
Well I was born into the cause.

She starts the car and tails him.

INT. MICHAEL’S CAR - CONTINUOUS

Michael listens.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
It was my father who taught me 
everything.  The crimes of 
capitalism and American 
imperialism.  These unjust wars and 
destruction they inflicted on the 
world.

MICHAEL
(Guessing)

He enlightened me to the world of 
socialism.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
He was truly an enlightened man my 
father.

MICHAEL
Close enough.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
He fought for what he believed in 
and suffered greatly by being 
blacklisted by the government.

INT. ELIZABETH’S CAR - CONTINUOUS

A block behind Elizabeth follows him into a residential 
neighborhood.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
I hate what they did to him - to 
our family.  His suffering was my 
suffering.
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EXT. RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD - CONTINUOUS

Michael drives into the neighborhood with Elizabeth close 
behind.

Suddenly he turns into a driveway to turn around and head in 
the opposite direction.

INT. ELIZABETH’S CAR - CONTINUOUS

She watches as Michael drives past her.

ELIZABETH
Shit.

She can’t turn around to pursue him or risk giving herself 
away.

INT. MICHAEL’S CAR - CONTINUOUS

Michael checks the rear view and side mirrors.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
In high school he asked me to join 
the cause and volunteered without 
hesitation.

He sees Elizabeth drive on in the opposite direction.  
Reassured he’s not being followed.

CUT TO:

INT. NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM - CONTINUOUS

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
My first mission was to infiltrate 
one of the many dissident student 
groups opposed to the Vietnam war 
at the time.

A well dressed man with a WHITE HOUSE SECURITY BADGE walks up 
to the second pay phone to make a call.  As he does so he 
grabs and pockets the key box in one quick motion.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
It was tough really.

Then hangs up and walks away.  This is WEATHERMAN.

BACK TO:
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INT. MICHAEL’S CAR - CONTINUOUS

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
I mean they all had common cause 
and belief in that something needed 
to be done.  But they lacked the 
discipline and focus to unite as 
one.

Michael squints his eyes.  Thinking about the man on the 
tape.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
They’re just spoiled children deep 
down.  Offspring of a degenerate 
bankrupt society that breed them to 
be this way.  They just do not know 
what is right for them.  I mean 
they’re enlightened but not really 
enlightened enough.

That last line comes as a surprise to him.

MICHAEL
Hmmm.

INT. ELIZABETH’S CAR - CONTINUOUS

Elizabeth frantically looks up and down side streets.  Trying 
to regain Michael’s trail.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
Aimless degenerates adrift among 
the people of abyss.

ELIZABETH
(Frustrated)

Fuck.

EXT. SCHOOL YARD - CONTINUOUS

Children play in the schoolyard as their teacher, an African-
American woman in her early 30s, LYNETTE JONES watches over 
them.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
They were nothing but useful idiots 
most of them.  Talk peace and their 
minds will follow you anywhere.  
I’m the weatherman I tell you which 
way the wind blows and poof they’re 
gone with the wind.
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At the corner Michael pulls up to the pay phone and stops.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
It was my first lesson in 
manipulation and I perfected into a 
fine art especially on women.

I/E. MICHAEL’S CAR - CONTINUOUS

The window rolls down allowing Michael a better view of the 
children playing. 

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
Ah man, I can still remember the 
first woman I ever conned.

Michael eyes focus longingly on that first woman; LYNETTE 
JONES.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
Black girl name was Lynette Jones.

(Sings)
Sure had a thiiing goin’ on.

Michael’s shows disgust as he continues listening to 
Weatherman talk about her.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
(Laughs)

Sorry about that song it just pops 
into my head every time I think 
about her.

He watches as Lynette breaks up a fight between two boys.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
Typically gullible all American 
girl in love with some dumb ass 
soldier fighting in Vietnam.  I 
sweet talked her into dumping him 
he was a fuckin’ war criminal 
anyway.

She lectures them sternly and the two boys shake hands.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
I seduced her taking a bomb to a 
judges house.  What I didn’t tell 
her is that it would detonate the 
moment she activated it.  Because I 
made the stupid mistake of telling 
her my real name in bed one night.  
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After that I never made that same 
mistake with women again.  It was 
all a means to an end and the end 
justifies the means.

The bell rings and Lynette ushers the kids back inside.

LYNETTE
(faintly)

Come on recess is over.

WEATHERMAN (O.S.)
All in the name of revolution man.

Michael stops the tape.

MICHAEL
Asshole.

He exits the car heads for the PAY PHONE.

EXT. END OF THE BLOCK - CONTINUOUS

At the same moment Elizabeth parks at the end of the block.

EXT. PAY PHONE - CONTINUOUS

Michael puts in a quarter and dials. 

CUT TO:

INT. WHITE HOUSE, DALE TRUMBO’S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

The phone rings on desk of the well dressed man seen earlier 
in the museaum.  His name plate identifies him as DALE TRUMBO
and answers.

DALE/WEATHERMAN (O.C.)
(Answering)

Hello?

EXT. PAY PHONE - CONTINUOUS

MICHAEL
Hi is this the weather station?

INT. WHITE HOUSE, DALE TRUMBO’S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

He turns around revealing his handsome face and groomed hair.
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DALE/WEATHERMAN
Um no I’m afraid you have the wrong 
number sir.

INT. ELIZABETH’S CAR - CONTINUOUS

Elizabeth watches Michael on the phone.

EXT. PAY PHONE - CONTINUOUS

Michael cracks a smile.

MICHAEL
Oh sorry I was hoping a weatherman 
could tell me which way the wind 
blows.

INT. WHITE HOUSE, DALE TRUMBO’S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

It’s the code word for a meeting.

MICHAEL (O.C.)
Guess I’ll have to go the Lincoln 
memorial Friday come rain or shine.

DALE
Should try after two o’clock.  
There won’t be a lot of tourists 
around then.

EXT. PAY PHONE - CONTINUOUS

MICHAEL
Thank you.

He hang ups the phone.  Looks around and gets back in his 
car.

He passes by Elizabeth who appears to not be in her car.

Then sits up after hiding on the floor.

CUT TO:

INT. SAFE HOUSE, GEORGETOWN - DAY

The phone rings in the kitchen three times before Michael 
answers.
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MICHAEL
Hello?

EXT. PAY PHONE - CONTINUOUS

Phillip in his dirt bag disguise.

PHILLIP
Mister Stanley?

MICHAEL (O.C.)
Yes.

PHILLIP
United courier company the package 
you ordered has just arrived and 
just calling to tell you our 
messenger will delivering within’ 
an hour to your home. 

INT. SAFE HOUSE, GEORGETOWN - CONTINUOUS

MICHAEL (O.C.)
Oh great just have him leave it by 
the back door.

An hour later there’s a knock at the BACK DOOR.

Michael opens the door to Phillip with a PACKAGE under arm 
and waves him inside.

PHILLIP
Sleep well?

MICHAEL
Yes thanks for asking.

(Indicating package)
For me?

Hands him the package.

PHILLIP
Forty five automatic just like you 
asked.

MICHAEL
Help yourself to  the coffee just 
made some.

PHILLIP
Thanks.  Can I pour you a cup?
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MICHAEL
Sure.

Phillip pours two cups watching him open the package.

Michael picks up the colt .45 with a threaded barrel peaking 
his curiosity.

PHILLIP
(Grinning)

Keep looking.

He digs some more finding the SILENCER.

PHILLIP
I thought you might need one just 
in case.

MICHAEL
Only needed it for self-defense but 
thanks anyway.

PHILLIP
Welcome.

MICHAEL
What’s the housing situation?

He screws the suppressor to the gun.

PHILLIP
We’ll have two set up for you 
beginning next week.  As for 
transportation we’ve hit a snag...

Tightens it down.

MICHAEL
(Abrupt)

Your wife was following me the in a 
red car the yesterday?

Then loads a magazine and racks it.

Phillip’s caught off guard but thinks quick.

PHILLIP
She was running counter 
surveillance in case you got tagged 
by the FBI.
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MICHAEL
I’ve operated in America before.  I 
know how the FBI works including 
local law enforcement because I 
have to.

(Folding arms)
Is there something about me that 
disturbs you for any reason?

Phillip stares at the gun in his hand - feeling trapped.

MICHAEL
I’m aware of what happened two 
years ago.  The center was wrong to 
suspect you were traitors and 
torture you into a confession.  
Shit like that would make anyone 
paranoid.  Unfortunately that 
describes everyone employed by the 
KGB these days and lord knows I 
don’t wanna’ end up in Siberia 
because I was on the wrong shit 
list that day.  Now answer the 
question.

PHILLIP
No.

MICHAEL
(Putting gun down)

You have nothing to fear from me 
Phillip nothing.  But from now on I 
contact you understand?

PHILLIP
Yeah.

MICHAEL
Good, now go to work like a good 
American, millions on welfare 
depend on you.

Michael points to the door.

MICHAEL
And never tail me again.

CUT TO:

EXT. FBI STAKEOUT VAN - DAY

Radio in hand Stan approaches and enters the stakeout van.
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INT. FBI STAKEOUT VAN - CONTINUOUS

FBI AGENTS 1 and 2 watch the monitors.

STAN
(Entering)

Hey guys.
(Closing door)

FBI AGENT 1
Hey Beman.

STAN
Anything?

FBI AGENT 2
Ain’t done shit for hours.  Those 
protesters got them all locked up 
tight in embassy.

FBI AGENT 1
Just like yesterday and day before.  
That KAL thing seriously fucked 
them this time.

STAN
Fucked or not KGB’s gotta’ come out 
sometime soon.

FBI AGENT 1
Other than the one you followed 
shopping just now, nothing.  
They’re keeping it boring.

STAN
On purpose?

Suddenly HQ calls Stan over the radio.

HQ (V.O.)
(Radio)

Come in Sierra Tango...

STAN
(Answering)

Yeah go ahead bravo.

HQ
(radio)

Boss wants you back in the office 
ASAP.
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STAN
On my way.

(To FBI Agent 1)
Be right back.

He opens the door to leave.

FBI AGENT 1
(Wave)

Later Stan.

CUT TO:

INT. FBI HQ, SUPERVISOR’S OFFICE - DAY

A cassette player sits on the desk. Supervisor pushes play to 
start the tape.

TAPE
(Static)

01, 83, 65, 44, 61, 85, 90,...
(Fades)

Stan looks at Supervisor wonder what’s up.

STAN
(Shrugs)

Sounds like a typical coded 
transmission to me.

SUPERVISOR
That was intercepted couple hours 
after the double encoded message 
arrived from Moscow.  Guess where.

STAN
The embassy?

SUPERVISOR
Yep, rezidentura worked overtime to 
get this one out.  Thoughts?

STAN
Clearly for an illegal or illegals.

SUPERVISOR
Illegals?

STAN
Probably ordering them to take up 
the slack until things die down 
here.
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SUPERVISOR
There’s also this.

He hands Stan a file folder labeled SECRET.  He reads it and 
looks at Supervisor.

STAN
This is that bookstore Solo told us 
about before he retired; said was a 
laundering front for the CPUSA.  
KGB suspected these two of 
embezzling for the last few years.  
Sounds like they got their money 
back.

SUPERVISOR
Think they’re connected?

Stan thinks for moment.

STAN
Yes.

SUPERVISOR
Me too.

STAN
Need me up in New York?

SUPERVISOR
(Dismissive)

No, no, we’re letting NYPD handle 
it.  Better to leave it local than 
show our hand to the KGB.

STAN
So where do we start?

SUPERVISOR
We don’t.

STAN
(Concern)

But they’re American citizens.

SUPERVISOR
Who just happened to be embezzling 
the KGB’s money and therefore 
engaging in treason against the 
United States of America.

STAN
But...
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SUPERVISOR
Beeman those two chose a side 
without realizing what they we’re 
really fighting for.  Born here, 
educated here, given every 
opportunity this great nation has 
to offer only to find out the hard 
way their mistakes.  KGB did us a 
favor - understand?

Stan gets his meaning.

STAN
(Nodes)

Loud and clear.

CUT TO:

INT. KITCHEN, JENNINGS HOUSE - NIGHT

Elizabeth comes downstairs to the kitchen.  Phillip is 
finishing up washing the dishes.

PHILLIP
Kids asleep?

ELIZABETH
Yeah, how did go?

PHILLIP
(Drying hands)

He knows you followed him.

ELIZABETH
Fuck.

PHILLIP
Did warn you.

ELIZABETH
I know, I know, don’t rub it in.  
Did he threaten you?

PHILLIP
No but his tone of voice indicated 
he wasn’t happy being followed.  
Yet he said we have nothing to fear 
from him.  He knows about us being 
tortured which also means he’s 
knows everything else about us.  
Got me thinking about something.
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ELIZABETH
What?

PHILLIP
He may have picked us personally.

ELIZABETH
Just to do logistical support.  
Unless he wants us to do more than 
that.

PHILLIP
I think he will.  For now let’s 
just get the logistics side sorted 
out and see where it goes.

ELIZABETH
For how long?

PHILLIP
Until we find out the target.

CUT TO:

EXT. LINCOLN MEMORIAL STEPS - DAY

Dale Trumbo walks up toward the memorial.

Taking no notice of Michael sitting on the steps, watching 
Dale as he eats a sandwich.

INT. LINCOLN MEMORIAL - CONTINUOUS

Dale enters amid the crowd of tourists.  He looks all around 
for Michael but he’s no where in sight.  Then looks up to see 
the statue of Lincoln staring down on him.

Behind him Michael is watching him and taps him on the 
shoulder.

Dale turns around coming face to face with Michael.

MICHAEL
(Smiles)

Weatherman, long time no see.

DALE
(Relief)

I take it...
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MICHAEL
(Cuts him off)

Not here.

He indicates for him to follow.

EXT. LINCOLN MEMORIAL STEPS - CONTINUOUS

Dale follows Michael down and head for the nearby Vietnam War 
memorial.

EXT. VIETNAM WAR MEMORIAL - CONTINUOUS

Michael and Dale walk pass the statue of three soldiers.

MICHAEL
You did take care not to be 
followed I presume?

DALE
Been covering my tracks for close 
to twenty years now.  I am now 
above suspicion owing to my 
position in the White House.

MICHAEL
Only because we put you there after 
the your failure with the weather 
underground.

Offended Dale glares at the memorial wall.  Michael notices 
and cracks a smile.

MICHAEL
(Indicates memorial)

Kind of a subtle reminder for ya’ 
huh?  Could’ve changed the whole 
world back then.

DALE
(Contempt)

And now they build a memorial to 
honor those baby killers.

MICHAEL
Obviously you haven’t changed.  
Guess I underestimated how 
emotional those times were for 
everyone.
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DALE
It was a difficult time for 
everyone.

MICHAEL
(Subtle)

Yes, but that was the past.  For 
today we must live in interesting 
times not seen since the Cuban 
missile crisis.

Dale realizes what he means.

DALE
Rubicon?

MICHAEL
Da.

Dale takes a deep breath and exhales.

DALE
(Exhales)

Jesus.

MICHAEL
Could’ve said oh my God instead.

DALE
Thought it would never happen in my 
lifetime.  I can’t believe it’s...

MICHAEL
(Finishing)

Come to this?

DALE
(Nodes)

He’s a threat to world peace.  
There’s just no other way to stop 
him.

MICHAEL
Agree it’s why I’ve been ordered to 
carry out this most historic and 
dangerous mission.

DALE
Operation able archer’s in thirty 
days just when and how do you plan 
to carry out this assassination?
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MICHAEL
How is where you and your comrades 
in the weather underground come in.  
Who ever’s left we’ll need all of 
them.  Have kept track of them?

DALE
(Nodes)

One phone call and they’ll be here.

MICHAEL
My unit will arrive in a few days 
to execute the mission.  Your group 
will operate alongside us for the 
duration providing us with a cover 
story.

DALE
And we claim responsibility 
afterward.

MICHAEL
(Nodes)

It’s the only way to avoid all out 
war.

END:
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