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EXT. ROAD, EAST GERMANY 1979 - DAY

An isolated forest deep inside East Germany - a United States 
Military Liaison Mission vehicle speeds towards it’s 
destination.

INT. USMLM CAR - CONTINUOUS

Two American soldiers on a secret mission.  An OFFICER with a 
long lensed camera with the SERGEANT at the wheel.  Suddenly 
the Officer points ahead.

OFFICER
(Pointing)

There pull in and stop.

EXT. FOREST - CONTINUOUS

The USMLM car pulls into the forest and stops.  The trunk is 
popped and out comes a camouflage net to hide the car.

Suddenly a distant rifle shot echoes through the forest 
causing them to freeze and listen.  Then more rifle shots 
echo and Officer slowly turns his head toward their 
direction.

OFFICER
Ready to haul ass sergeant?

SERGEANT
(Affirmative)

Yes sir

DEEPER IN THE FOREST

Officer and Sergeant run through the forest toward the sound 
of the rifle shots.  Coming upon a clearing ahead they drop 
to the ground and low crawl the rest of the way coming to the 
FIRING RANGE.

EXT. SPETESNAZ BASE FIRING RANGE - CONTINUOUS

Moving down the line - Spetesnaz soldiers target practice 
with SVD sniper rifles.  The last soldier experiences a jam 
in his rifle and looks very familiar.

RUDY
(Russian)

Shit.

He works to clear his weapon.



EXT. FOREST OVERLOOKING FIRING RANGE - CONTINUOUS

Officer and Sergeant low crawl toward the edge of the forest 
overlooking the range.  Sergeant uses the binoculars first as 
Officer readies the camera.

SERGEANT
Jackpot.

OFFICER
(Whisper)

Shh.

SERGEANT
(Low voice)

Sorry.

He lifts the camera to his eye.

POV: CAMERA

Officer takes close up photos of each Spetesnaz soldier’s 
face.  The last photo he takes is RUDY clearing his rifle and 
in soviet army camouflage.

CUT TO:

INT. FBI HEADQUARTERS - DAY

A few years later that same photo turns up in Stan’s hands 
flipping through intelligence photos.

STAN
(Shock)

Jesus.

He rushes to the Supervisor’s office.

OPENING CREDITS:

EXT. ARLINGTON CEMETARY - DAY

Briefcase in hand Thomas walks past row after row of grave 
stones.  Adding weight to his troubled conscience as he 
approaches the Tomb Of The Unknown Soldier.

2.



EXT. ARLINGTON CEMETARY, TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER - 
CONTINUOUS

Thomas blends in with tourists gathering for the changing of 
the guard.  He moves to the top of steps and blends in with 
the crowd.

In disguise Phillip approaches him from behind.

PHILLIP
(To Thomas)

All is well?

THOMAS
(Watching changing of 
guard)

That ends well.

PHILLIP
Have it?

THOMAS
Took some time.  Yeah but I got it.

(Reaching into pocket)

Surreptitiously hands Phillip a sealed envelope.

THOMAS (CONT’D)
What about my money?

PHILLIP
(Pocketing envelope)

Under the bridge in the park near 
your house.  It’s there now but 
pick it up after dark.

THOMAS
Took a big risk getting this for 
you.

PHILLIP
Don’t get greedy Tom.

THOMAS
Hey I deserve extra for it.

PHILLIP
And I said don’t get greedy.  You 
want more bring us what we want and 
you’ll get paid more.  
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At least the traitors in my country 
had the decency to spy out of 
conviction instead of money like 
most of you Americans.  Have a nice 
day.

Phillip walks away.

CUT TO:

INT. CLASSROOM - DAY

The Teacher gives a history lesson to the class.

TEACHER
Can anyone tell me what HUAC stands 
for?

She looks over the class and spots Paige in the back staring 
out the window.

TEACHER (CONT’D)
(To Paige)

Paige?

PAIGE
Huh?

TEACHER
What does HUAC stand for?

She’s caught like a deer in headlights.

TEACHER (CONT’D)
Paige?

The bell rings saving Paige from embarrassment.

TEACHER (CONT’D)
(To All)

Remember to read chapters 4 and 5 
for class tomorrow.

Paige packs up her books heads for the door.

TEACHER (CONT’D)
Paige?

(Summoning)

Walks over to the Teacher.
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TEACHER (CONT’D)
You’ve been acting kind of 
distracted these last few days.  Is 
there something at home that’s 
bothering you...

PAIGE
No.

Teacher senses something isn’t right but doesn’t probe.

TEACHER
Well then.

(Changing subject)
Have you picked a title for your 
history book report yet?

PAIGE
I um.

(Shakes head)
No I haven’t yet.

TEACHER
(Disappointed)

Paige you knew the rules.

PAIGE
(Protested)

Oh come on Ms. Perkins.

TEACHER
No excuses Paige.  If you haven't 
then I assign you one.

PAIGE
But I was just about...

TEACHER
Uh ah, no protesting.

She reaches into her desk, pulls out a book to hand to Paige.

TEACHER (CONT’D)
(Handing over book)

Here.

Paige grabs the book and looks at the title - about the 
Rosenbergs.

TEACHER (CONT’D)
I expect at least a ten page report 
by next Friday.  Can you do that 
for me Paige?
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PAIGE
(Distracted)

Yeah sure.

CUT TO:

INT. CAR - DAY

Parked in a secluded spot Phillip opens the envelope from 
Thomas.  He pulls out the documents and reads each page with 
growing alarm.

PHILLIP
Oh my God.

He has discovered the truth about Able Archer.

CUT TO:

EXT. RADIO CACHE - NIGHT

In the dark woods Phillip and Elizabeth retrieve the radio 
and antenna from the cache.

Suddenly a twig snaps and they both freeze.  Elizabeth shines 
her flashlight/gun in the direction the sound came from 
revealing a deer.

ELIZABETH
God damn deer.

PHILLIP
(Relief)

Let’s get this over with.

They finishing setting up the radio then antenna and turn it 
on. 

ELIZABETH
(Checking signal)

Signals good.

PHILLIP
Shine the light for me.

She shines the flashlight for Phillip to type in the message.

ELIZABETH
Should at least notify the 
rezidventura of this.

Phillip shakes his head.
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PHILLIP
(Shaking head)

He’s been kept out of the loop on 
purpose and therefore in no 
position to help.  Even then it’d 
take to long to arrange an 
emergency drop to transmit this to 
Moscow in time.  We’ll have to take 
the initiative on this one.

ELIZABETH
How?

PHILLIP
We go directly to Michael.

Elizabeth has her doubts.

ELIZABETH
He’s a loyal Soviet soldier 
Phillip.

PHILLIP
He asked us to look into able 
archer remember.  Why would he if 
he didn’t trust the intel to begin 
with.

ELIZABETH
He’s carrying out a mission ordered 
by premier Andropov himself.  He 
cannot disobey him and probably has 
orders to liquidate us afterward.

PHILLIP
That did cross my mind.  But he 
would’ve done that by now.  He 
wanted prooof if able archer was a 
first strike and now we know it’s 
not.

(Finishes Inputting 
message)

We have to do something Elizabeth 
just can’t do nothing.

(Pushing send button)

She sees his point.

ELIZABETH
On it’s way?

PHILLIP
Yep, let’s get this stowed away 
fast.
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They shut off the radio and break it down.

CUT TO:

INT. LYNETTE JONES HOUSE - NIGHT

Lynette lies fast asleep in bed.  Sitting in the dark Michael 
watching over her for the last time.  Head lights from a car 
suddenly illuminate the room signaling it’s time to leave.

EXT. LYNETTE JONES HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Sonny waits in the car as Michael exits the house.  He opens 
the car door and takes one last look - knowing he’ll never 
see her again and gets in the car.

INT. CAR - CONTINUOUS

Michael crosses his arms and slouches back in the seat. 

SONNY
Morning, brought you coffee.

He picks up the cup.

MICHAEL
Thanks Sonny.

(Sipping coffee)
Anything from Moscow?

SONNY
Nothing.

MICHAEL
(Sighs)

Appears we’ve crossed the Rubicon.

SONNY
We still have eight hours left.

MICHAEL
Your point being?

SONNY
Well?  Things could still change at 
the last minute.  Maybe we won’t 
have to assassinate the president 
after all.
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MICHAEL
We’ve been here for three weeks 
with no communication from Moscow.  
And trained for six months to 
prepare for this mission.  Plenty 
of time to think things over.  I 
don’t think they’ll waste eight 
more hours changing their mind.

SONNY
Like Afghanistan?

MICHAEL
We are beyond that comrade, way 
beyond.  What matters now is the 
day after.

SONNY
That’s what worries me.

MICHAEL
I know Sonny, I know.  As long as 
weatherman’s people hold up their 
end then we’ve defeated the 
Americans without ever having to 
fight them.

CUT TO:

INT. SAFE HOUSE - DAY

From outside Phillip pokes his head in the window.

PHILLIP
(Frustrated)

Shit.

Discovering the house is vacant.

INT. CAR - CONTINUOUS

Agitated Phillip gets in the car with Elizabeth at the wheel.

PHILLIP
Go.

She steps on the gas.

ELIZABETH
Gone?

Phillip nodes.
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ELIZABETH (CONT’D)
Now what?

He tilts his head back and rubs his eyes.

PHILLIP
I’m trying to think.

ELIZABETH
What’s there to think?  Our signal 
got through probably passed the 
signal to abort by now.

PHILLIP
(Shaking head)

No Elizabeth they’re moving into 
position.

ELIZABETH
Based on what?

PHILLIP
Our recent intelligence contradicts 
everything they’ve wanted to 
believe about operation Ryan to 
begin with.  At most we may have 
cast doubt but not enough to 
convince Moscow to abort the 
mission.  Even if things went 
according to plan it won’t take the 
FBI long to unravel it.  Now that 
they have a body.

CUT TO:

INT. FBI HEADQUARTERS, BRIEFING ROOM - DAY

On the screen a photo slide of a dead RUDY dressed in an U.S. 
Army uniform in the morgue.  Supervisor briefs Stan and all 
FBI agents.

SUPERVISOR
(To All)

Gentlemen we have identified our 
dead mystery soldier.

The next photo slide is of Rudy taken in East Germany in 
Soviet army uniform.

SUPERVISOR (CONT’D)
Make no mistake people this is our 
man.  
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This was taken at a secret 
spetesnaz base in East Germany a 
few years ago.  There’s no name but 
that’s his face and now we need to 
find out why he’s here but who came 
with him.

He singles out Stan.

SUPERVISOR (CONT’D)
(To Stan)

Beman, you caught this from the 
start.  So this baby’s yours.

STAN
Yes sir.

SUPERVISOR
What we need now is to investigate 
any unusual activity within a 
twenty mile radius of where our 
spetesnaz soldier landed for the 
last fourteen days.

Stan ears perk up and checks his notes.

STAN
(Interrupts)

Sir?

SUPERVISOR
What Beman?

STAN
Sorry to interrupt, a state trooper 
working this case mentioned a local 
farmer complained of trespassers on 
his land the night before the body 
was found.

SUPERVISOR
Where exactly?

Checks flight records.

STAN
Wasn’t specific but it’s in under 
the approach path to Dulles.  Night 
before an Aeroflot flight came in.

SUPERVISOR
(Nodes)

That’s proof enough for me.  
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Get down there ASAP, find this 
farmer and start there.  Talk to 
him, the neighbors, anyone with in 
a fifteen mile radius.  We are 
behind the ball on this one people 
and not much time to catch up.  Any 
questions?

STAN
What’s the cover story?

SUPERVISOR
Organized crime investigation 
looking for mafia graves in the 
area from a confidential informant.  
Now get a move on.

Everyone gets up to leave.

SUPERVISOR (CONT’D)
(To Stan)

Beman.
(Waving over)

A word.

Stan walks over to Supervisor.

SUPERVISOR (CONT’D)
(Apologetic)

Need to apologize for being such an 
asshole these past few days.  I was 
wrong and your instincts were right 
all along.

STAN
Water under the bridge sir.

Supervisor cracks a smile.

SUPERVISOR
(Smiling)

Get out of here.

Vindicated Stan leaves in a good mood.

CUT TO:

INT. BEMAN HOUSE - DAY

Matthew answers the door bell.  Paige and Henry are at the 
door.
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MATTHEW
(To Paige)

Paige.

PAIGE
Hi Matt.

HENRY
(Pipes in)

Hey Matt.

MATTHEW
Hey Henry.

PAIGE
Um, listen our parents aren’t home 
yet.  Can we hang here until then?

Invites them in.

MATTHEW
(Inviting)

S-sure come on in.  Mom’s out 
shopping but she’ll be back in 
awhile.  If you want to...

HENRY
(Interrupts)

She’s got homework to do?

PAIGE
(To Henry)

Henry.

Matthew cracks a smile at Paige.

MATTHEW
(Smiling)

Come on you can use the dining room 
table.

CUT TO:

INT. CAR - DAY

Phillip and Elizabeth brood silently as they drive around.

ELIZABETH
The caches.

He looks at her curiously.
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PHILLIP
What about them?

ELIZABETH
(Waving finger in air)

Remember I said they’re larger than 
usual?

PHILLIP
Kind of wider and longer, why?

ELIZABETH
Enough to fit a few SA-14 missiles?

PHILLIP
Or a dozen.

She figures it out.

ELIZABETH
(Dawning)

Air force one.

CUT TO:

INT. BEMAN HOUSE, KITCHEN - DAY

Henry finishes his homework while Paige has more to do.  
Matthew searches the fridge for something to drink.

HENRY
I’m done.

MATTHEW
(To Henry)

If want to you can watch TV if you 
like.

HENRY
(Getting up)

Thanks Matt.

MATTHEW
Welcome.

Henry leaves the kitchen.

PAIGE
Keep the sound down.
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MATTHEW
(To Paige)

Want something to drink.  Got coke 
and orange juice.

PAIGE
I’ll take a coke please.

He takes two cokes from the fridge.

MATTHEW
What cha’ working on?

PAIGE
Book report for history.

MATTHEW
(mocking)

Oooo sounds exciting.  What about?

PAIGE
The Rosenbergs.

MATTHEW
(Curious)

Rosenbergs? - Oh, that husband and 
wife who where Soviet spies.

He places a coke can on the table next to Paige.

PAIGE
(Nodding)

Alleged Soviet spies.
(Opening can)

Thanks.

MATTHEW
You’re welcome.  No they were 
spies.  Dad knew one of the agents 
who worked the case.

PAIGE
Really?

MATTHEW
Yeah went to his retirement party 
some years back.  Overheard them 
talking about it.

PAIGE
What’d he say?
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MATTHEW
Julius the husband he was the spy.  
Wife had nothing to do with it.  
They knew this because of this 
someone called Venona.

PAIGE
But they both got the death 
penalty.  Why her if she wasn’t 
doing anything?

MATTHEW
(Popping can)

They were trying to pressure him 
into a confession.  FBI thought 
he’d do it to save her from the 
electric chair.  Forgetting the 
fact they’re true believers and 
chose to die for the cause instead.

PAIGE
Who’s Venona?

MATTHEW
(Shrugs)

Probably an FBI informant or some 
defector.  That’s usually how they 
find spies.  Someone usually has 
information to trade for money or 
what ever.

PAIGE
Your Dad ever catch any spies?

MATTHEW
(Shrugs)

If he did he’d never tell me.

PAIGE
Why?

MATTHEW
Has to keep it secret.  If he 
didn’t then people who work for us 
and vice versa will be executed.  
Those people who spy for us are 
doing the world a favor Dad said.

PAIGE
How?
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MATTHEW
Cause they’re in a position to warn 
us if the Russians plan to nuke us 
or not.  It’s the only reason world 
war three hasn’t started yet.  
Because we’re one step ahead of 
them.

PAIGE
Or the Russians never planned to in 
the first place.

MATTHEW
Wouldn’t matter because nobody’s 
gonna’ win a nuclear war.

His last comment makes a deep impression on Paige.  Causing 
her to think deeply about her parents espionage activities.

CUT TO:

EXT. REST STOP, MARYLAND - DAY

Michael and Sonny pull into an empty rest stop, get out of 
the car and look the place over.

A van and Two RVs arrive.  Dale, Shelia, Gerald, Von Laue, 
and the Spetesnaz commandos get out and assemble in front of 
Michael for the final briefing.

MICHAEL
(To all)

Now that we’re all here let’s get 
started.  A couple of you already 
know but because of our American 
comrades here.

(Indicating Dale)
I’ll now give our final briefing.  
The target is air force one.

Shelia, Gerald, Von Laue exchange looks of surprise while 
Dale and the Spetesnaz commandos remain unmoved.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
At approximately two pm air force 
one with take off on a scheduled 
flight from Andrews air force base 
carrying the president and most of 
his cabinet.  From our position at 
XYZ park we’ll engage air force one 
with multiple surface to air 
missiles, overwhelming her defenses 
and bring her down.  
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Immediately after we’ll rendezvous 
in Annapolis at the waterfront 
between 7 to 7:30 and from there a 
short boat ride to an intelligence 
trawler heading south to Cuba.  All 
weapons, vehicles and equipment 
will be sanitized and disposed of 
before then.

(Indicates Weathermen)
The weapons handled by our American 
comrades here will be abandoned on 
site thus allowing the FBI to 
analyze and confirm their 
involvement.  Thereby concealing 
our role and hopefully jump to a 
conclusion of domestic terrorism.  
May we all live in interesting 
times a wise old China man said.

They all laugh.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Alright, let’s get to work.

CUT TO:

EXT. JENKINS FARM, VIRGINIA - DAY

FBI agents swarm over the farm as Deputy Franklin confers 
with Mr. Jenkins the owner of the farm.

A car arrives and stops in front of them.  Stan get out 
wearing an FBI jacket.

STAN
(To Franklin)

Deputy Franklin glad you could help 
us this afternoon.

FRANKLIN
(Introducing)

Agent Beman this is Mister Jenkins 
he’s the owner.

STAN
(Extending hand)

Mr. Jenkins.

JENKINS
(Shakes his hand)

Afternoon sir, I uh understand 
you’re investigating a possible 
murder on my land.
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STAN
(Nodes)

We have reason to believe a 
government witness who’s been 
missing for some time has been 
murdered and believe his body maybe 
in the area.

JENKINS
(Surprise)

You mean like the mafia?

STAN
Afraid so.

(Indicates Franklin)
By chance deputy Franklin mentioned 
you made a trespassing complaint 
when I was down here on another 
matter awhile back.

Franklin eyes widen knowing it’s a lie.

STAN (CONT’D)
If you could just show us where you 
found...

JENKINS
Oh sure, sure.

(Pointing)
Right in the middle of my field.

Jenkins leads Stan into the field.  Leaving Franklin behind 
to wonder what Stan’s lying about.

CUT TO:

EXT. ROAD TO ANDREWS AFB - DAY

Phillip and Elizabeth drive past the sign for Andrews air 
force base.

PHILLIP (O.C.)
Turn right.

And turn onto a back road.

INT. CAR - CONTINUOUS

Phillips studies a map of the area around the air base.
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PHILLIP
(To himself)

Where are you, where are you.

ELIZABETH
(Noticing terrain)

Area’s kinda’ wooded.  Think we’re 
on the right track?

He looks up from the map.

PHILLIP
(Looking area over)

Runway’s aimed in this direction 
which makes this the take off zone.  
To shoot down air force one you’d 
have to be in this area.

ELIZABETH
We’re still talking hundreds of 
square miles here.

PHILLIP
I’m narrowing it done honey.

Elizabeth has an idea.

ELIZABETH
Public parks.

PHILLIP
Huh?

ELIZABETH
Jogging, hiking trails.  Places 
where you can park a car without 
arousing suspicion and make a quick 
escape.

Phillip looks closer at the map.  Then at Elizabeth.

PHILLIP
Bingo.

CUT TO:

EXT. OVERLOOKING BACK ROAD - CONTINUOUS

BINOCULAR SHOT - Phillip and Elizabeth’s car coming down the 
back road.

Being watched by two Spetesnaz Commandos with M-16s.  The 
first commando radios in on his Motorola.
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SPETESNAZ COMMANDO 1
(Radio)

Over watch to base, over watch to 
base, come in base.

CUT TO:

EXT. PUBLIC PARK - CONTINUOUS

A hive of activity - Michael supervises the unloading of the 
boxes by the Spetesnaz Commandos/Weathermen.

SPETESNAZ COMMANDO 1 (O.S.)
(Radio)

Come in base.

Michael steps away out of ear shot to answer his Motorola 
radio.

MICHAEL
(Answering)

Base, go ahead over watch.

Curiously Dale stops what he’s doing and watches him.

SPETESNAZ COMMANDO 1 (O.S.)
(Radio)

Got a car with a man and woman 
coming down the road, sir.

Dale steps closer.

MICHAEL
Have they reached the construction 
sign yet?

SPETESNAZ COMMANDO 1 (O.S.)
(Radio)

Negative sir.

MICHAEL
Keep an eye out, engage only if 
they try to pass.

SPETESNAZ COMMANDO 1 (O.S.)
(Radio)

Yes sir.

Michael suddenly notices Dale standing nearby.

DALE
What was that all about?
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MICHAEL
Nothing to worry about.

DALE
Said something about a man and a 
woman in a car.

MICHAEL
(Cutting him off)

And I said it’s nothing to worry 
about.

Michael points at Dale to go away.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
(Pointing)

Now get back to work.

CUT TO:

EXT. FARM FIELD, VIRGINIA - DAY

FBI agents examine every inch of the field.

Stan hold court with his subordinate agents when deputy 
Franklin steps up to Stan.

FRANKLIN
(To Stan)

Agent Beman?

STAN
Deputy?

FRANKLIN
Can I speak with you in private for 
a minute please?

STAN
(Noding)

Sure.
(To Agents)

Continue searching down by the 
road.

They walk a few feet away.

STAN (CONT’D)
Something on your mind deputy?
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FRANKLIN
It’s what you told Mr. Jenkins 
about this being some kind of a 
organized crime investigation.

STAN
You mean why I lied about that dead 
soldier matter.

FRANKLIN
Yeah.

He stares into Franklin sizing him up.

STAN
You know the saying a truth so 
precious it has to be protected by 
a body guard of lies; don’t you?

FRANKLIN
Yeah.

STAN
Then deputy I need you to lie. - 
For the sake of your country.

Franklin remains speechless.

STAN (CONT’D)
That dead soldier you found in the 
trees appears to be but is not an 
American soldier.  He is a Soviet 
special forces commando.

His eyes widen.

STAN (CONT’D)
How he and his friends got here is 
obvious.  Why they’re here we don’t 
know but we’re going to find them. 

FRANKLIN
(Guessing)

Kill ‘em?

STAN
Could happen but this can never see 
the light of day.  What ever their 
mission if they are to succeed 
it’ll start a chain of events 
nobody can back down from.  Soon 
the day after becomes reality.  You 
did see the day after I hope?
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FRANKLIN
(Nodes)

Yeah.

STAN
What I need from you is help 
finding these men while maintaining 
the cover story.  

FRANKLIN
(Agrees)

Right.

STAN
Need to know if there were any 
abandoned vehicles within’ a 
hundred radius of this place.

FRANKLIN
(Remembers)

Actually we may have something in 
our impound lot.

CUT TO:

EXT. PUBLIC PARK ENTRANCE - DAY

A construction barrier displaying a park closed sign blocks 
the entrance to the park.

Suddenly Phillip and Elizabeth approach.

I/E. CAR - CONTINUOUS

Phillip spots the barrier first - realizing it’s a deception.

PHILLIP
Keep driving.

ELIZABETH
What?

PHILLIP
(Insistent)

Keep driving we found them.

EXT. OVERLOOKING BACK ROAD - CONTINUOUS

The two Spetesnaz Commandos watch as they drive away.
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SPETESNAZ COMMANDO 1
Tourists.

INT. CAR - CONTINUOUS

Phillip checks his gun.

ELIZABETH
That was it?

PHILLIP
Has to be.

(hiding gun)

ELIZABETH
So what do we do now?

PHILLIP
We’ll go on foot.

CUT TO:

I/E. MOVING VAN - DAY

The door goes up revealing Stan, Franklin and an FBI agent 
looking into the empty interior.

STAN
(To Franklin)

Where did you find this vehicle?

Stan hops up inside.

FRANKLIN
Highway rest stop off of 93.  It 
been sitting there for close to a 
week before it was towed here to 
the lot.

He stops scrap marks on the floor.

STAN
(To FBI Agent)

Got some scrap marks on floor get 
forensics up here ASAP.

FBI AGENT
(Nodding)

I’m on it.

The FBI agent leaves.  Stan jumps down.
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FRANKLIN
Scrap marks?

STAN
Yeah, the foot prints found back at 
the farm were deep.  Means they’ve 
brought some heavy equipment with 
them, probably explosives.

FRANKLIN
(Puzzled)

Why bother?  It’s easier just to 
steal dynamite from a quarry than 
fly it secretly in all the way from 
Russia.

STAN
Just an educated guess on my part.  
All these years in counter intel
taught me to expect the unexpected.

FRANKLIN
So you’ve been wrong before.

Insulted Stan stares him in the eye.

STAN
No.

Franklin looks inside deep in thought.

FRANKLIN
Manpads?

STAN
What?

FRANKLIN
Manpads.

(Gesturing)
Shoulder launched surface to air 
missile like the NVA had late in 
the war.  They’re often packed two, 
three to a box.

Stan looks in the back - coming to a disturbing conclusion.

STAN
And the President’s going out of 
town today.

CUT TO:
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EXT. PUBLIC PARK - DAY

Two gloved Spetesnaz Commandos open the boxes - revealing a 
pair of SA-14 missiles in each box.

The first missile to Dale and the second missile to Shelia, 
then Gerald and Von Laue.

MICHAEL
(To Americans)

Make sure to get your prints on the 
trigger guard as well as the grip.

Dale examines the inscription on the missile closely.

DALE
These instructions are in arabic.

MICHAEL
Libyan army.  We often borrow stuff 
from them gives us an extra layer 
of when we need it.

DALE
What if they go to war with Libya?

He stares Dale in the eye.

MICHAEL
Dale, it’s all a minor risk.

He scowls at Michael then turns away.  Leaving him to suspect 
Dale is up to something.

EXT. FOREST OUTSIDE PUBLIC PARK - DAY

Phillip silently sneaks through the forest - aiming his 
suppressed pistol ahead.  Behind him Elizabeth covers him.

He halts by a tree and signals Elizabeth to move ahead of 
him.

EXT. PUBLIC PARK - DAY

Michael checks his watch as he fiddles with his Motorola 
radio - it’s 15 minutes to 2.

He tunes in the frequency then punches in the code into the 
Motorola's keypad - picking up Andrews AFB control tower.
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ANDREWS AFB CONTROL TOWER
(Radio)

Air Force one you are cleared to 
taxi on runway...

(Fading)

He signals Sonny to come over.

MICHAEL
They’re taking off.

He nodes and turns back to address the six Spetesnaz 
Commandos with the SA-14 missiles.

SONNY
(To Spetesnaz)

Get ready.

Michael notices Dale walk up to Sonny to make a request.

MICHAEL
(To Sonny)

What does he want?

Sonny motions Dale to speak.

DALE
(To Michael)

I wanna’ fire one of the missiles.  
Prove myself worthy of the 
revolution.

Michael thinks for a moment.

MICHAEL
(Nodes)

Sure give him one.

Sonny snaps his fingers and an SA-14 missile is given to 
Dale.

EXT. PHILLIP’S POSITION, PUBLIC PARK - CONTINUOUS

From a distance Phillip watches Dale take the missile.

Elizabeth is distraught.

ELIZABETH
What’s Dale Trumbo doing here?

PHILLIP
(Sighs)

Off course now makes sense.  
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It’s all part of the plan.  
Everything has to look like a 
domestic terrorist attack.  Makes 
sense he would want to participate 
after starting all this.

ELIZABETH
(Realizing)

Because he’s the highest ranking 
agent in America.  KGB would trust 
his intelligence over everybody 
else’s.

PHILLIP
He’s got what he wanted now.

ELIZABETH
We’re out gunned, out numbered.

PHILLIP
I know sweety, I know.

ELIZABETH
What do we do.

Phillip searches for an answer.  Looks Elizabeth deeply in 
the eyes.

PHILLIP
Surrender.

CUT TO:

INT. FBI HEADQUARTERS - DAY

Supervisor is on the phone and is irate.

SUPERVISOR
(On phone)

Will you please listen to me for 
one fuckin’ second.  We have 
possible evidence air force one is 
going to be attacked.  Possibly 
during take off. - You have to stop 
them from taking off. - Assholes.

Hangs up.

CUT TO:
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EXT. OVER MARYLAND - DAY

An FBI UH-1 helicopter in flight to Andrews AFB.

SUPERVISOR (O.S.)
Victor to bravo, victor to bravo 
come in bravo.

INT. HELICOPTER - CONTINUOUS

Stan and several FBI SWAT TEAM agents get ready for battle.

STAN
(Adjusting headset)

Bravo here, go ahead. 

SUPERVISOR (O.S.)
(Radio)

Got a no can do from secret 
service.  They won’t stop air force 
taking off on time.  Intel is too 
thin.  If you have any suggestions 
now is the time.

STAN
Our ETA is five minutes.  Worst 
case scenario they take a shot 
during takeoff and maybe spot their 
location in process.  It’s all we 
can do at this time.

SUPERVISOR (O.C.)
(Radio)

Rodger bravo, do your best.

STAN
Rodger victor.

Stan looks out the window frustrated and powerless.

CUT TO:

EXT. PUBLIC PARK PERIMETER - DAY

Spetesnaz Commando 3 guards the perimeter his finger on the 
trigger of his M-16.

PHILLIP (O.C.)
(Russian)

Comrade, comrade.
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He turns around aiming his M-16 at Phillip approaching with 
his hands up.

PHILLIP (CONT’D)
Don’t shoot.

SPETESNAZ COMMANDO 3
(Russian)

Who are...
(English)

Who are you?

PHILLIP
I’m an illegal, S directorate take 
me to your commander Michael 
Stanley.

Spetesnaz Commando 3 aims at his head.

PHILLIP (CONT’D)
(Urgent)

I must speak with him now.

EXT. PUBLIC PARK - CONTINUOUS

Sonny hears Air Force One approaching and uses the binoculars 
to spot the plane in the sky.

SONNY
(Pointing to the sky)

There it is.

Michael grabs the binoculars for a look.

BINOCULAR SHOT: Air Force One rapidly approaching.

MICHAEL
Ready.

Dale eagerly aims his SA-7 at the approaching aircraft.  The 
Spetesnaz Commandos aim in unison - fingers on the triggers.

Suddenly Spetesnaz Commando 3 drags Phillip toward Michael 
and pushes him to the ground.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
(Alarm)

The fuck is this?

SPETESNAZ COMMANDO 3
Sir he...
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MICHAEL
(Cuts him off)

Shut it.
(To Phillip)

You why are you here?

PHILLIP
There’s no first strike able archer 
is false.

Dale peeks over his shoulder nervously.

MICHAEL
(to Dale)

Hey back to what’re doing.
(To Phillip)

What about able archer?

PHILLIP
Weatherman’s lying, Able archer is 
a command post exercise.

Air Force One’s engines grow louder as it approaches

DALE
(Sputters)

He’s lying.

MICHAEL
(To Dale)

Shut up.

PHILLIP
The Americans had no plans for war 
and never have.  Weatherman altered 
the documents to deceive us.

DALE
Liar, I know what I saw.

Air Force One’s getting closer.

SONNY
(Shouts)

Sir do we open fire?

All eyes are on Michael to give the command.

DALE
(Panic)

If we don’t shoot Reagan will start 
a nuclear war for sure.
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PHILLIP
You do we’ll have started it for 
real.  Weatherman knows his 
information could be trusted.  
That’s why he’s using us for his 
own ends.

MICHAEL
How?

Dale looks up - Air Force One is on top of them - then at 
Michael eyeing him with suspicion.

PHILLIP
I have the original documents.

Phillip reaches for the documents in his coat.

His plans falling apart - Dale aims his SA-14 straight up at 
Air Force One - pulls the trigger and CLICK. 

DALE
(Shock)

No-no-no.

The missile’s a dud - He’s been deceived all along.

Phillip senses what’s about to happen and hits the dirt.

Michael draws his .45 and shoots Dale as Air Force One flies 
over.  Then Spetesnaz Commandos turn their weapons on Shelia, 
Gerald and Von Laue.

SHELIA
(Screams)

Nooooo.

Phillip watches as all three of them are killed.

Sonny goes to kill Dale but Michael stops him.

MICHAEL (O.C.)
Spare him.

DALE
(Agony)

Aaaaagh.

Michael walks over to Phillip.

MICHAEL
(To Sonny)

Tie him up and check his wound.
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(To Phillip)
Get up.

Phillip stands keeping his hands up.  Michael reaches into 
his coat, grabs the documents and pockets them.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Put your hands down comrade.

Phillip relaxes - noticing the Spetesnaz Commandos plant the 
SA-14 missiles in the hands of the three dead Americans.  All 
part of an elaborate deception.

PHILLIP
Aktivinyye meropriatia?

MICHAEL
(Reading)

That was the plan.

PHILLIP
All this effort for...

He looks over at Sonny patching up Dale.

DALE
(Pain)

Ahh God, aaagh.

PHILLIP
(Indicating Dale)

What about Trumbo?

Michael looks on a Sonny drags Dale to the trunk of a car - 
then at Phillip.

MICHAEL
Taking him with us.  Got a lot of 
explaining to do.  Andropov’s been 
out of his mind these past two 
years having us look for a figment 
of his imagination.  Can’t say no, 
so you tell him what he wants to 
hear and go with the flow.  Even if 
millions die.

PHILLIP
What if the FBI figures it out what 
happened?

MICHAEL
If they do it won’t matter.  It all 
dead ends back to the third world 
and no proof beyond that.  
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Certainly it’ll throws a scare into 
them. Maybe think twice but doubt 
the Americans ever wanted to in the 
first place.

PHILLIP
You planned this from the start 
didn’t you?

He looks Phillip in the eye.  Behind him the Spetesnaz 
Commandos pack up into the RV’s for a quick departure.

MICHAEL
No.

(Smiles)
That was the back up plan.

With that Michael gets in the car with Sonny and drive off 
with the RV’s right behind.

Phillip watches as they disappear down the road.  Then takes 
one last look at the dead Americans on the ground.

Suddenly he hears the approaching FBI helicopter and looks 
up.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. PUBLIC PARK - DAY

Minutes the helicopter hovers above.  The FBI SWAT team 
swarms over the area.  Stan right behind them.

They discover the bodies.

SWAT MAN 1
Over here.

Stan catches up - pushes his way through to see for himself.  
He looks over the dead faces of Shelia, Gerald and Von Laue.  
Instantly he recognizes Shelia and kneels down for a closer 
look.

STAN
(Kneeling)

Well I’ll be damned Shelia 
Klarnfeld.

SWAT MAN 2 walks up.
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SWAT MAN 2
(To Stan)

I’ve got a fresh blood trail 
leading to a pair of tire tracks 
over here sir and some spent brass.

Stan turns to face him.

STAN
Any sign of Trumbo?

SWAT MAN 2
(Indicates no)

No.

STAN
(Stands)

Secure the perimeter and keep the 
local PD out.

SWAT MAN 2
Yes sir.

Swat Man 2 walks off.

Stan continues to look down at the three dead American 
terrorists - silently seething that Trumbo is not one of 
them.

STAN
(Groans)

Son of a bitch.

CUT TO:

INT. LYNETTE JONES HOUSE - DAY

Lynette sits in the kitchen grading papers.  The phone rings 
throwing a scare into her as she answers.

LYNETTE
(Scared)

Hello?

CUT TO:

EXT. PHONE BOOTH ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND - CONTINUOUS

Michael in a phone booth on the Annapolis waterfront.
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MICHAEL
Hey baby how are ya?’  Didn’t 
really get to say goodbye to you 
this morning.

INT. LYNETTE JONES HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

LYNETTE
(Concern)

Did you..?

MICHAEL (O.S.)
(Phone)

Didn’t have the heart to do it.

A sense of relief over comes her.

EXT. PHONE BOOTH ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND - CONTINUOUS

MICHAEL
Everything’s fine nothing to worry 
about.

INT. LYNETTE JONES HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

LYNETTE
And Dale?

MICHAEL
(Phone)

Boy friend’s...

EXT. PHONE BOOTH ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND - CONTINUOUS

MICHAEL
...got a lot to answer for.

INT. LYNETTE JONES HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

LYNETTE
You kill him?

EXT. PHONE BOOTH ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND - CONTINUOUS

He looks toward the dock where the boats are docked.

MICHAEL
No, he’s going away.
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Watching Dale being escorted aboard the fishing boat at the 
end of the dock.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
For a very long time.  You’ll never 
see him again. - You and me had a 
good thing going on Miss Jones and 
now it’s over.  

He hangs up.

INT. LYNETTE JONES HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

LYNETTE
Bye Michael.

She hangs up the phone.  Already she misses him.

CUT TO:

INT. JENNINGS HOUSE, GARAGE - NIGHT

Phillip and Elizabeth park the car and just sit reflecting on 
what happened today.

ELIZABETH
Second time in a row.

PHILLIP
(Snickers)

Yeah, second in a row.  Thank God 
he had a conscious.  There’d be no 
where to run if he didn’t.

(sighs)
Elizabeth?

She moves closer putting her arm around him.

ELIZABETH
Yes Phillip.

PHILLIP
Our government nearly started a war 
today based on a lie feeding off a 
baseless fear they wanted to 
believe was true.  All our years in 
America we’ve never found attack 
plans or invasion plans.  Not one 
ounce of hostile intent toward the 
motherland.

She strokes his hair.
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ELIZABETH
Who’s side are we on?  Is that what 
you’re asking.

PHILLIP
(Nodding)

Need to answer that question now 
more than ever.

They hold each other closely.

CUT TO:

EXT. GULAG, SIBERIA - DAY

A massive storm blankets the remote gulag with layers of snow 
deep inside Siberia.

INT. CELL BLOCK, GULAG - CONTINUOUS

Two guards unlock a cell door.

GUARD
(Russian)

Out.

Out steps a disheveled and broken Dale in prison garb and is 
taken to the interrogation room.

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM, GULAG - CONTINUOUS

The door opens and the guards place Dale in the chair.

MICHAEL (O.C.)
(Russian)

Leave us.

They leave Dale alone in the room.  Looking across the table 
from him is Michael reading a thick file.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
(Closes file)

By secret tribunal you have been 
found guilty of crimes against the 
people of the Soviet Union.  For 
conspiring to provoke a nuclear war 
that would without doubt cause the 
deaths of millions of Russian 
people and the complete destruction 
of the soviet union the sentence is 
life.
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Dale hyperventilates.

DALE
(Sputters)

There’s been a...

MICHAEL
(Cuts him off)

No mistake Dale-no mistake.

DALE
My information was true.  Reagan 
was plotting, there was a first 
strike.  You had to have been 
briefed on it otherwise you would 
never had taken the mission to 
begin with.

Michael opens the file and pushes it front of him.

MICHAEL
Read this out loud.

Dale looks down at the first page.

DALE
Exercise Able Archer.

(Shrugs)

He doesn’t seem to understand what it implies.

MICHAEL
In military parlance what does 
exercise mean?

Dale’s face turns mean.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Able Archer was a training exercise 
not a military operation.  Had you 
bothered to dig a little deeper for 
the truth your comrades would be 
alive and you wouldn’t be here now.

(Wondering)
Unless you...

(Realizing)
Ah makes sense now.

Michael closes the file.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
KGB like the party is a servant to 
it’s master.  Master only wants to 
hear one thing one thing only.  
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Last four years they told master 
what he wanted to hear not what he 
needed to hear.  Never make him 
look like a fool in front of the 
whole wide world.  Some Irishman 
was asked if he’d go through the 
revolution all over again.  Said no 
cause they devourer their own 
children.  There’s so many enemies 
to kill once you win.

DALE
There was no other way.

Michael’s eyes widen in amazement.

MICHAEL
A nuclear war. Was that the only 
way to start the revolution?

DALE
(Defiant)

Yes, where my father failed I 
would’ve succeed.  Liberating these 
fucking people from their shallow 
materialists slavery and racism.  
Toward a new age of enlightenment, 
of justice - freedom and equality.  
Millions would have to die anyway 
to get there.  So be it.

He stares Dale in the eye.

MICHAEL
Such utter contempt for your own 
people.  Spoken like a true 
believer lusting for power.  
Whatcha’ fighting for?

DALE
It’s what we’re all fighting for.

MICHAEL
Tell that to the invisible dead.

DALE
Huh?

MICHAEL
The invisible dead; Americans and 
other foreigners who believed in 
the revolution.  They gave up 
everything to come live here in 
this workers paradise.  
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What they got instead was the first 
of many purges that all socialist 
governments have always done.  They 
were a convenient enemy and when 
they ran out.  They turn on their 
own people to find new ones.  All 
the people I’ve trained; every 
guerilla, terrorist and 
revolutionary such as yourself were 
all alike.  Power through terror, 
the only way they know how.  That’s 
why I brought you here to see for 
yourself.

Then it hits Dale like a ton of bricks - the terror has just 
begun.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
(circular gesture)

Because this what you were you 
fighting for.  And this is where 
you’re going to die.

Michael picks up the file as he leaves.

Leaving a now terrified Dale to his fate.

CUT TO:

INT. JENNINGS HOUSE, KITCHEN - DAY

Paige finishes up her homework at the table when Phillip 
walks in and takes notices.

PHILLIP
Whatcha’ working on?

He grabs a cup from the cupboard.

PAIGE
Something for history class.

Then pours himself some coffee.

PHILLIP
Close to being finished?

PAIGE
Just about done.  Want to go over 
it?

PHILLIP
Sure, leave it on the table.
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Paige leaves the kitchen.  Sipping his coffee Phillip reads 
her report. 

Elizabeth walks in noticing him reading the report.

ELIZABETH
(To Phillip)

It that Paige’s history report?

Phillip’s engrossed.

ELIZABETH (CONT’D)
Phillip?

PHILLIP
(Reading aloud)

Thirty years of controversy based 
more on emotion than fact has 
clouded the debate over the guilt 
or innocence of the Rosenbergs.  
Lost in all this is the whole truth 
only the federal government knows 
will answer the question once and 
for all.

Elizabeth moves closer.

PHILLIP (CONT’D)
That they were convicted indicates 
their involvement in espionage.  
While the death sentence was indeed 
harsh and maybe unneeded it’s 
purpose was not to punish but to - 
pressure one or the other to 
confess.  Instead they chose to die 
for the cause they believed in.  
Helping the soviet union by giving 
them the most deadliest weapon on 
earth and starting an arms race 
that threatens to exterminate 
humanity to this day.

Elizabeth grabs the paper from Phillip and reads on.

ELIZABETH
(Overreacts)

What is she doing?

PHILLIP
It’s just a history report 
Elisabeth.

43.



ELIZABETH
What is she implying?  That we 
should die.

PHILLIP
(Stern)

You’re over reacting.

She calms down.

PHILLIP (CONT’D)
It’s over now.  Time to move on and 
put this behind us.

ELIZABETH
What if she suspects? She’s turning 
against us Phillip.

Phillip grits his teeth.

PHILLIP
It’s just a history report.

ELIZABETH
Phillip.

PHILLIP
She’s our child Elizabeth.  She and 
Henry know nothing about our 
homeland or way of life.  They were 
born here it’s all they’ve ever 
known.

(Sighs)

ELIZABETH
I can’t lose my children Phillip,  
I-I can’t.

PHILLIP
(Sympathy)

They’re growing up fast.  Someday 
they’ll make a choice between us 
and the Americans.

ELIZABETH
And what do we do to make sure they 
make right choice?

PHILLIP
We don’t.

CUT TO:
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INT. BEEMAN HOUSE, KITCHEN - DAY

Stan opens a letter addressed to him.  Inside is a photo of 
Dale in the gulag.  Flipping it over is an inscription: “From 
Russia with love.”

Matthew enters walks by and spots the photo in his hand.

MATTHEW
Who’s that?

He looks closer.

STAN
(Showing photo)

Someone who made a horrible mistake 
in life.

MATTHEW
Looks like he’s - in jail?

STAN
(Nodding)

The gulag.

Something Matthew’s never heard of.

MATTHEW
Sounds Russian?

He nodes.

STAN
It’s a Soviet prison labor camp.

MATTHEW
Shit, w-what did he do?

STAN
Picked the wrong side.

He gives the photo for him to keep.

STAN (CONT’D)
When you’re old enough to 
understand I’ll tell you the rest.

Stan leaves the kitchen.

Matthew stares at the photo.  Flips it over to read the 
inscription - his curiosity growing about the man in the 
photo.
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MATTHEW
Fuckin’ commie.

END.
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