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I NT. - ALEX WLLIAMS LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Sitting in his living room we see ALEX WLLIAVS. He's
sitting back, reading a newspaper with the television on in
t he background.

We hear a knock at the door. Alex puts the newspaper down
and goes to the door to answer it.

As he opens the door, we see CASSI DY DRAKE, his fiancee. She
| ooks badly shaken by sonet hi ng.

ALEX
Cassi dy! What’'s up?

CASSI DY
H, Alex. May | come in?

ALEX
Sure. What’'s the matter?

Cassidy conmes in, and Al ex shuts the door behind her.
CASSI DY

Well... You renenber | wote the
Arny about ny dad’ s di sappear ance?

ALEX
Yeah, sure.

CASSI DY
Well, I just got a letter back from
them They don’t have any record of
hi m

ALEX
They m spl aced his records?

CASSI DY
If that was it, | wouldn't be so

worried about it. They said they
have no record of his serial nunber
ever being issued!

ALEX
That’s weird. You' re sure you gave
them the right one?

CASSI DY
Yes! | wote it down in ny diary
after he was deployed to Iraqg, in
case | ever needed it. | even
doubl e-checked it after | read the

letter.

( CONTI NUED)
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ALEX
Have you asked your nom about this?

CASSI DY
That’'s why | wanted to cone talk to
you. Her attitude seens awfully...

wel |, nonchal ant.

ALEX
How so0?

CASSI DY
Well, I called her on the phone to
tell her about all this, and she
was kind of like, "Well, | wish |

coul d hel p you, Honey, but |I’mjust
a grocery clerk. You're the private
investigator in the famly."

ALEX
Vell, she’s right as far as that
goes.

CASSI DY

It’s not that she has the facts
wrong. You know how hi gh-strung she
can be. She went into histrionics
when | got the neasles. She’s

just not acting |ike the man she
was married to for thirty-tw years
j ust di sappear ed.

ALEX
Thirty-two years?

CASSI DY
Yes! You knew that! You went with
me to their thirtieth-anniversary

party!

ALEX
| did?

CASSI DY
You can’t have forgotten that! You
drove ne all the way up to Hood
Ri ver, we stayed at the Holiday
I nn- -

ALEX

Was that the one just a couple of
weeks before | proposed?

( CONTI NUED)
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Cassi dy si

Al ex sits

3.

CASSI DY
Ri ght!

ALEX
Ch, that party! | guess | never
really realized it was for your
parents.

CASSI DY
That was the whol e point of the
party!

ALEX

It’s funny that we went to it for
that, but | never net him

CASSI DY
But you did! You and he and ny
uncl e Steve stood in the kitchen
for an hour and a half talking
about the Seahawks!

ALEX
Hn Is Steve the skinny guy with
t he wal rus nust ache?

CASSI DY
Yes! You renenber him but not ny
dad?

ALEX

That does seem ki nd of weird.
ts down, defl ated.

CASSI DY
| had cone over here for your
opi nion as a psychiatrist about ny
not her’ s behavi or, but now I’ m
wondering if | shouldn’t ask one
about yours.

down next to her.

ALEX
|’msorry, Cassidy. | don’t know
why |’ m not renenbering this.
CASSI DY
If it was any one thing, it’d just
be "kind of weird," like you say. |

just don’t understand why it’s al
happening like this. The Arny’s

( MORE)
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CASSI DY (cont’d)
records are gone, Monis acting like
it’s nothing serious, you seemto

have forgotten all about him.. at
| east there’'s still Social
Security. Maybe they’ Il have
sonet hi ng.

ALEX

|’ m sure they’' d have a record of
him but would it be anything
useful ?

CASSI DY
" m not sure. At least |'d have
sonmething to show that, yes, he's
in the system sonmewhere.

She gets up and starts toward the door.

CASSI DY
Maybe 1’ d better go to ny office
for a while and see what | can hunt
down on the Internet.

ALEX
That’ s probably not a bad idea. |
wi sh | could have been nore hel p,

Cassi dy.
CASSI DY
Don’t worry about it too nuch,
Al ex.
ALEX
| feel like |I"ve just nade things
Wor se.
CASSI DY

It’s not your fault if you just
don’t renmenber.

ALEX
11 tell you what. 1’11l | ook
t hrough sone of ny texts to find
out if there's sonething that could
cause sonething |ike what you
descri be in your nother.

He opens the door for her, and she steps outside.

( CONTI NUED)
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CASSI DY
That woul d be great. Thanks, Al ex.

ALEX
l"’mglad to hel p however | can. You
t ake care, OK?

CASSI DY
I will.

She turns and | eaves; he shuts the door behind her.

FADE TO

I NT. - CASSIDY'S OFFI CE - N GHT

Cassidy is here alone, sitting at her conputer. She s used
Google to look up her father, M chael Xavier Drake.

CASSI DY
This is not possible! Dozens of
M chael Drakes in the US, but not
one M chael Xavi er Drake.

Suddenly, across the room she sees a MYSTERI OQUS MAN. There
is no hint of himcomng or going; he's just abruptly there.

He is not nenacing in his deneanor; in fact, he seens quite
gentl e, and perhaps even genuinely concerned for Cassidy.

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
You won’t find him M ss Drake.

CASSI DY
What ? Where did you cone fronf

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
St op | ooki ng.

CASSI DY
How did you get in here?

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
Never mi nd that. You’ ve never seen
it before, and you Il never see it
agai n.

CASSI DY
| didn’t even see it this tine!

( CONTI NUED)
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MYSTERI OQUS MAN
|’monly here to warn you to stop
| ooki ng for your father.

CASSI DY
Just like that? Stop, just because
sone stranger says so0?

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
Just before he di sappeared, he told
you he was investigating something
big. Am1 right?

CASSI DY
(Surprised.)
That’'s right! 1'd forgotten al

about that.

MYSTERI QUS MAN
You were supposed to forget it. You
wer e supposed to forget everything
about him

CASSI DY
"Supposed to"? Accordi ng to whon?

MYSTERI QUS MAN

It’s best if you don’t know. | only
know t he slightest hint of who they
are, nyself -- just enough to know

that sonething s going on, but not
enough to face Erasure.

CASSI DY
"Erasure"? Is that’s what they're
calling rmurder now?

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
There’s nore to it than that. It’s
not just what happened to your
nother. 1t’s what happened to al
of his famly and friends --
everyone who ever net him except
for you. And it happened because he
was di ggi ng where he shoul dn’t have
been -- just |ike you are.

CASSI DY

Wiy am | the exception? Wiy do |
remenber hi nf

( CONTI NUED)
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MYSTERI QUS NMAN
| really have no idea. But since
you can’'t be forced to forget, |I'm
here to warn you to forget himon
your own.

CASSI DY
Warn nme? What happens if | don' t?

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
Er asur e.

CASSI DY
Is that a threat?

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
No. A "threat” would inply that I
have sone control over the
situation. | don’t. My control in
thisis limted to this warning.

CASSI DY
Leave it off or die -- is that it?

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
Actually, 1 don’t know what happens
to Erased people. |I'mpretty sure
don’t want to know. And the |ess
you know, the better it’ Il be for
you. Trust ne on that.

CASSI DY
Trust you? You tell ne that your
friends just "Erased" ny father--

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
They’'re not ny friends. They
actually have nme in a very...

unconfortabl e position. Gven the

choice, |I'd much rather "Erase"
them-- and they’'re well aware of
that fact.

CASSI| DY

You should tell them | don't scare
of f easily.

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
Actually, they told ne that. I'm
t he one who insisted on giving you
warning. But | can see that you
still don’t believe nme. Take a | ook
at that photo on your desk.

( CONTI NUED)
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She | ooks at the photo he indicates. It shows her standing
in a park, smling.

CASSI DY
VWhat about it?

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
When that photo was actual ly taken,
your father was standing next to
you.

CASSI DY
No, that one’'s always been just ne.

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
It was the last tinme you saw your
father in person. He and your
not her drove down from Hood Ri ver
just to visit. Your nother took the
phot o because your father insisted
on it. Not that she'll renenber
t hi ngs that way, of course.

CASSI DY
(Confused.)
It... No, it... But...

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
Clearly, the job they did on you
was partially successful -- but
only partially.

The Mysterious Man turns and goes toward the exit door.

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
You should be aware of this, Mss
Drake: this isn't |like you see on
tel evision, where the gutsy P.1. is
war ned of f a case, but pursues it
anyway and finds the truth, and it
all works out in the end. This
isn"t like that. It only ends one
of two ways: you stop, or you get
Er ased.

He opens the door and starts to |eave.

CASSI DY
Wait a mnute! Do you have a nane?

He considers his response.

( CONTI NUED)
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MYSTERI OQUS MAN
Yes. Yes, | do.

He | eaves, shutting the door behind him

CASSI DY
Wait a m nute!

She gets up, runs to the door, throws it open, and | ooks
out si de.

CUT TGO

EXT. - QUTSIDE CASSIDY' S OFFI CE - NI GHT
Cassi dy steps out through her open door and | ooks around.

The Mysterious Man is nowhere to be seen, nor is there any
sign that he was ever there.

FADE TGO

EXT. - CHNTIMN PARK - DAY

Al ex and Cassidy are having a picnic lunch at one of the
out door tabl es.

(Optionally, Unit 91 -- first described in a later scene --
may al so be sonewhere in the background.)

ALEX
That is very weird, Cassidy.

CASSI DY
He was right about one thing,
t hough. That is a pretty tired TV
cliche, and it’s one that’s al ways
bot hered ne.

ALEX
That bei ng beside the point, of
cour se.

CASSI DY
O course.

ALEX
| don’t see how it could be done,
t hough. | nmean, nmaking sonmeone

di sappear? Sure. That happens al
the tine. Wping out all officia

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

10.

ALEX (cont’ d)
records? That's pretty unlikely,
but | suppose it’s theoretically
possible. Altering every photo he’'s
ever been in? Also unlikely, but
possi bl e. But w ping the menories
of everyone who’'s ever net hin® |
can’'t see that. The brain just
doesn’t work that way.

CASSI DY
What do you nean?

ALEX
It’s not like the filing system on
your conputer. The brain doesn’'t
store facts and figures and things
in neat little conpartnents like
that. Everything’ s built up in
associ ations. The shape of your
father’s face would be in one part
of your brain, his voice in
another, the color of his eyes in
anot her, his scent and col ogne in
anot her, the things he told you and

taught you in another... you get
t he i dea.

CASSI DY
About hal fway through that |ist,
yeah.

ALEX

That’ s another thing TV gets wong
a lot. The general belief used to
be that maybe soneone could do a
bit of brain surgery, renove a few
t housand cells, and take out a bad
menory or something. That was the
best we men of science knew at the
m ddl e of the twentieth century,
and witers picked up on it as a

pl ot idea. W’ ve | earned ot herw se;
the witers just haven't caught up.

CASSI DY
So, you think it was an enpty
threat -- or warning, or whatever?
ALEX
What | think is that you re a very
good P.I., and you'll find a way to

figure out the truth.

( CONTI NUED)
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Cassidy is still disturbed by the question.

CASSI DY
| don’t suppose "Erasure" neans
they erased ny father fromtine,
could it?

ALEX
That’ s kind of a "science-fictiony"
theory, isn't it? Alittle Doctor
Who-i sh?

CASSI DY
Maybe, but... well, this whole
thing is "science-fictiony."

ALEX
Ckay, seriously, then. I’mno
physicist, but I don't think tine
actual ly works that way. Even if it
does, it would raise the question
of why your nenory wasn’'t affected.

CASSI DY
That’ s true. But then again, |
can’t think of any explanation that

doesn’ t.

ALEX
Good point. But, like |I say, you're
a very good P.I. -- with a very
good i magi nation, | should add --
so you' |l work it out.

W PE TGO

EXT. - CASSIDY' S OFFI CE - DAY

Cassidy is returning fromher picnic with Alex. She wal ks to
t he door, takes out her key, and opens it.

Suddenly the Mysterious Man is standing right behind her.
When he speaks, she startles.

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
Your father wouldn't |isten,

ei t her.

CASSI DY
Don’t sneak up on a person |ike
t hat !

She enters, and he follows. She doesn’'t try to stop him

( CONTI NUED)
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MYSTERI OQUS MAN
| didn’t. But that’s not what's
i mportant right now

CUT TGO

I NT. - CASSIDY' S OFFI CE - DAY

Cassidy enters, goes to her desk, and sits. The Mysterious
Man foll ows, closing the door behind him but cones no
further in then he needs to.

MYSTERI QUS MAN
You need to understand that what
you' re digging into is nuch bigger
t han you can i nagi ne.

CASSI DY
|’ mnot digging. | had other cases
going on this norning. |1’ve hardly

touched ny father’s situation since
you cane here | ast night.

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
VWhat about the conversation in the
par k?

CASSI DY
(Wth a mxture of shock and
of fense.)
You were listening in on that?

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
They know about it. | found out
about it fromthem

CASSI DY
Well... that wasn't really digging.
|"mjust trying to make sense out
of how all this is possible.

MYSTERI QUS MAN

Don't. | can't, and | know nore
about this than I hope you ever
wll.

CASSI DY

Can’t you tell ne anything? |’ m not
| ooking for sonething to tell the
whol e world. | just want closure,
so | know what’ s happened.

( CONTI NUED)
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Cassi dy consi ders,

MYSTERI QUS MAN
The only thing I can tell you about
this is that you'll regret know ng
nore than you do right now.

CASSI DY
You can’t even tell ne which of our
t heori es about what’'s going on is
closer to the truth?

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
| don’t even know that nyself. Even
if I did, and told you, you' d keep
trying to figure it out. That would
not be a good thing. Please believe
me: the less you know, the safer
you are.

mail on her desk.

CASSI DY
"1l tell you what. | won’t start
any new lines of investigation. If
the ones | have going right now die
out, I'lIl let it go. How does
t hat - -

13.

and | ooks over at the stack of unopened

As she turns back to regard the Mysterious Man again, she
finds that he’s gone.

CASSI DY
This just gets weirder and weirder.

She picks up a notepad and, preparing to wite on it, starts
| eafi ng through the pages for a bl ank one.

As she’s

scrawled in large letters of a masculine script:

SOFTWARE

Surprised to see this,

cl osely.

eafing through, she sees one with two words
HEART

CASSI DY
Dad?

she picks it up to | ook at

It

FADE TO



14.

EXT. - CLIN C PARKI NG LOT - DAY

It’s sone tinme after 5:00, and people in the clinic are
goi ng honme from worKk.

One of themis Al ex.

Cassidy neets himat the door, clearly excited and shaken.
She hol ds the notepad fromthe previous scene.

CASSI DY
This just keeps getting crazier!
ALEX
It’s great to see you, too,
Cassi dy.
CASSI DY

Sorry. Hi . Good day?

ALEX
Not hi ng exciting. Now |l et’s hear
about yours.

CASSI DY
| had another visit fromthat
Mysterious Man. He caught up to ne
as | was going into ny office.

ALEX
(Casually, with Iless interest
in the details than before.)
What did he say this tinme?

CASSI DY
He knew about our conversation at
t he park. They knew.

ALEX
"They"?

CASSI DY
The people he works for! O
agai nst, or whatever. The people
he’ s warni ng ne agai nst.

ALEX
Well, the park is a public place.

CASSI DY
And we were in the mddle of it, a
| ong way from anyone who coul d be
listening in.

( CONTI NUED)
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ALEX
Good poi nt.

Cassidy starts |eafing through the notepad, after the right
page.

CASSI DY
He’ d actually al nbst convi nced ne
to |l eave off ny investigation. Then
| found this.

She finds the page she’'s | ooking for, and holds it up for
Alex to see. (W don’t see the page right yet.)

ALEX
"Heart Software"?

Cassidy | owers the notepad, but doesn't |look directly at the
page.

CASSI DY
Hearts don’t run on software,
obviously, so it’s probably the
name of a conpany,

ALEX
It is. 1’ve heard of them They
have a small office downtown, on
Third Street.

CASSI DY
Real | y! That’'s hel pful. | think
that’ s what ny dad was
i nvestigating just before he
di sappear ed.

ALEX
It could be anything. You use that
not epad for things regardi ng your
i nvestigations.

CASSI DY
But it’s in nmy dad’s handwriting!

ALEX
Cassidy, that’'s in your
handwri ti ng.

Cassidy | ooks at the page, and is about to voice an
obj ection but stops cold.

As we see now, the two words -- though identical in al
ot her respects -- are indeed in her handwriti ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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CASSI DY
What? It wasn't, earlier! I1t... |
swear, when | saw this before, it
was ny dad’s handwiti ng!

ALEX
Cassidy, listen. | did ook into
what you asked about. The ki nd of
sel ective nenory erasure you were
tal ki ng about just isn’t
scientifically possible.

CASSI DY
But it’s obviously happened!

ALEX
Are you sure it’s not your nenory
and perception that’s been altered?

CASSI DY
But why woul d sonmeone do that?

ALEX
| don’t think they would. But you
are show ng signs of paranoid
schi zophr eni a.

CASSI DY
|’ mnot crazy!

ALEX
(Annoyed.)
You know better than that, Cassidy.
The psychiatric profession does not

recogni ze the word "crazy." It’'s a
derogative word for people with
mental illness, when that ill ness

is through no fault of their own.

CASSI DY
But... schizophrenia?

ALEX
You' ve tal ked about your father as
a person in your life since we net,
but your nother only net himthe
one time. There’s no physi cal
record of him You re seeing this
Mysterious Man who suddenly appears
and di sappears. He's connected with
sonme vast, powerful conspiracy. Now
you’ ve scrawl ed a note that you
said was witten by your father.

( CONTI NUED)
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CASSI DY
Il didnt wite this! | swear!

ALEX
Cassi dy, you need help -- the kind
you can only get from one of ny
col | eagues.

CASSI DY
It’s not in ny head! It’s..
(CGetting an idea.)
| know! The guy was outside, so he
shoul d be on the security canera!
That should prove it to you!

ALEX
| f "They" can change the
handwriting on that paper, and the
photo of you and "your father,"
don’t you think "They" could alter
security footage?

CASSI DY
(Reluctantly.)
You're right. It... I...

ALEX
Look, Cassidy... | think you should
sleep on it, and then call first
thing tonorrow to set up an
appoi ntnent. Sonething like this
can be pretty hard to take. But
trust me -- nost people with this
kind of thing can lead full and
happy lives. It can be a bit nore
chal I engi ng than for the rest of
us, but it doesn’'t nean that the
weddi ng’s off. W can--

Cassi dy, who has becone increasingly upset over the
precedi ng, turns and runs away.

ALEX
Vwell... | tried.

FADE TO



18.

INT. - CASSIDY'S OFFI CE - N GHT

Cassidy conmes in, her notepad still in hand. She sits down
in the nearest chair (not necessarily at her desk), very
dej ected. She | ooks again at the notepad, just to nmake sure
that the page with "HEART SOFTWARE" is still there.

It is -- and the handwiting is still her own.

For now, this seens |ike a devastating blow, but she is not
to be conpletely deterred.

She works at her computer until a video w ndow cones up.
It’s the security canmera outside her office. The tinmestanp
shows just before 1:00 pm

The footage shows Cassi dy approachi ng her door, junping at
sonet hi ng near by, speaking briefly, and then going inside --
essentially the earlier scene with the Mysterious Man, but

W t hout his presence.

She’ s di sappointed at this, but hardly surprised.

CASSI DY
Well... Alex was right.

Then she gets an idea.

CASSI DY
Way change this? Wiy didn’t they
just renove it altogether?

She consi ders, thinking al oud.

CASSI DY
For that matter, why would there be
anything for Dad to find? Wiy not
just renove the evidence wherever
he | ooks?

She thinks again for a nonment, and |ooks carefully at the
not epad.

CASSI DY
O wherever | | ook?
She considers a bit nore. Then she gets up, goes to her
desk, and starts working on the conputer. Wen she speaks,
it’s as much for the benefit of "Them as it is nore
t hi nki ng al oud.

( CONTI NUED)
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CASSI DY
Al'l right. If nothing of interest
is at Heart Software, 1’1l drop
this -- conpletely and forever. If
this doesn’t work, nothing else
will, so it’s over anyway.

She gets up and heads toward her door.

W PE TGO

| NT. - HEART SOFTWARE - NI GHT
This is a small suite of offices.

A man, whom we shall call UNIT 91, is just getting ready to
| eave. The door is open, and he’'s been working on the alarm
keypad next to it, but has just given up with it.

Exasperated, he pulls a wal kie-talking fromhis pocket and
calls on it.

UNIT 91
This is Unit 91 reporting.

The VO CE OF "THEM' cones over the wal ki e. Besides the
| owquality nature of the transm ssions, it as the sound of
bei ng heavily disguised electronically.

VO CE OF "THEM' (VO
Report, Unit 91.

UNIT 91
|’mat the Heart Software office.
The al arm system here’s on the
fritz again.

VO CE OF "THEM' (VO
Acknow edged. W shall arrange for
repairs. The conventional door |ock
wll have to suffice until they can
be affected.

UNIT 91
Roger that. Unit 91 out.

He puts away his wal ki e-tal kie, and | eaves, |ocking the door
on his way out.

On a still shot of the door, we hear his footsteps recede, a

car start and drive away, and other footsteps -- Cassidy’s
-- approach. Then the knob jiggles, and the door opens.

( CONTI NUED)
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Carefully, Cassidy wal ks in, having just picked the | ock.
She cones in stealthily, and quietly closes the door.

She | ooks around, trying to figure out where to go next. She
crosses to the mddle of this outer room | ooks around for
an idea, and then settles on a door near the reception desk.

She goes to that door, tries the knob, finds it unl ocked,
and proceeds beyond.

CUT TGO

I NT. - STAI R\ELL

W start at the top of the stairs. The door there is
noticeably different fromthe one we just saw Cassidy open,
t hough it noves the sane direction.

Cassi dy opens the door, then pauses and stares at it for a
nmonent, puzzl ed.

CASSI| DY
How on Earth...?

She | ooks behind hersel f. Though we don’'t get a specific
view to underscore the fact, she sees only what’s actually
beyond the door in the location shot (which should be
different fromthe location in the precedi ng scene).

CASSI DY
Not hing to do but go forward,
guess.

She proceeds to the bottomof the stairs; we follow her
conpl ete progress. At the bottom she opens the door and
goes t hrough.

CUT TO

| NT. - BASEMENT CORRI DOR

This is a long corridor, featurel ess except for a row of
doors on each side. Each door has a small sign indicating
its nunber and function.

Cassi dy opens one of the doors and comes out. Again, this
door is not quite |like the one she just wal ked through,

t hough this time she does no nore than a brief doubl e-take
on it.

( CONTI NUED)
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Slowy and carefully, staying alert for security guards, she
wal ks al ong the corridor, |ooking at the signs along the
way.

She stops at one whose function is posted as "ACTI VE
RECORDS. " She again tries the knob, this time finding it

| ocked. She produces her | ockpick and sets to work on it.

CUT TO

I NT. - ACTI VE RECORDS ROOM

This is a roomwi th nothing but file cabinets.

We hear the clickity-clack of Cassidy picking the lock to
the door. Soon it opens. She cones in quietly, pocketing the
| ockpi ck and cl osing the door behind her.

Again, the door is noticeably different than before, though
this time Cassidy hardly takes notice.

She first | ooks at the file cabi net nearest the door.
The top drawer is marked "RECENT ERASURES. "

CASSI DY
It can’t be this easy.

She tests the drawer; it’s unlocked. She opens it.
She then rifles through the files within, seeing a series of
nanes on the tabs, until she conmes to one marked " DRAKE
M CHAEL X." She pulls it out.
CASSI DY
This is it! He wasn’t just ny
i magi nati on!

She opens it, and | ooks at the first page wthin.

CASSI DY
Ch, ny--! That’s not possible!
They' re... real ?!'?
We get a sudden POV shot of sonmeone -- or sonething --

rapidly com ng at Cassidy from behind. She turns and gasps.
Then everythi ng goes bl ack.

FADE TO



22.

EXT. - CLINIC PARKING LOT - DAY

Peopl e are entering the building, for sone the start of the
work day and for others neeting sone of the day’s early
appoi nt nent s.

First, we focus on Unit 91, who is tal king with another
person as he enters.

UNI T 91
| saw sonething in the paper about
anot her break-in downtown | ast
ni ght. Not hing taken, no sign of
anybody. Probably just kids.

As he noves on, we see Alex talking cheerfully on his cel
phone.

ALEX
No, really, it’s okay. It’s great
to hear fromyou again.
(Brief pause.)
No, no, seriously. | haven't had a
girlfriend since pre-ned.

As he noves on, we see the Mysterious Man standi ng and
wat chi ng t he goi ngs-on.

His cell phone rings, and he answers it.

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
You did it.

VO CE OF "THEM' (VO
We had to.

MYSTERI OUS MAN
She didn’t suspect?

VO CE OF "THEM' (VO
There was no other way. But you did
try to warn her. You were right to
do that.

MYSTERI QUS MAN
How nuch | onger does this have to
go on?

VO CE OF "THEM' (VO
W don’t know.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 23.

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
It can’t go on forever. One of
these tinmes you' |l mss soneone you
can’t Erase.

VO CE OF "THEM' (VO
Hopefully, by then, it will no
| onger be necessary.

MYSTERI OQUS MAN
Does it really have to be
"necessary" even now?

VO CE OF "THEM' (VO
If it helps, we also wish it could
be ot herw se.

MYSTERI QUS NMAN

It doesn't.
He hangs up -- not so nuch because the conversation has
ended, but rather as an act of deliberate rudeness -- and

pockets his cell phone.

A truck passes between himand the canera, and when it’s
past, he’s gone.

FADE TGO

CLOSE CREDI TS



