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Dreaming Abraham - actors script *
*

CAST: *
ABRAHAM - OLDER, LONG SUFFERING AND TIRED. *
SARAH - HIS WIFE, THE PEACEMAKER *
ISAAC - HIS SON, A TEEN *
HAGAR - HIS FIRST WIFE WHO WAS SENT INTO THE DESERT WITH *
ISHMAEL - HIS FIRST SON, AND *
JESUS. *

Abraham realised that everything is interconnected. Because *
of this, he destroyed his father’s idols, which provoked a *
showdown with the ‘belief police’. His new vision of Unity *
rippled out from the Middle East and into the rest of the *
world. *
Abraham married Sarah. Her handmaiden, Hagar, bore his first *
child, Ishmael. Later, Sarah bore a second son, Isaac. Sarah *
and Hagar had difficulties getting along. When the kids were *
teens, Sarah was fed up with Hagar's arrogance. To keep the *
peace, God permitted Abraham to banish Hagar and Ishmael into *
the desert beginning the now-called Arab nations. *

God tested Abraham’s love by instructing him to sacrifice *
Isaac. At the last moment an animal was substituted. Isaac *
was promised as the founder of the Jewish nations. *

We know that belief systems have not gone well since then. *

What if they all came home? *
Let’s dream for a moment – Dreaming Abraham. *

INT. ABRAHAM AND SARAH'S DINING ROOM - EVENING1 1 *

ABRAHAM, ISAAC, and SARAH are having another tense dinner. *

Sarah pours wine into Abraham’s glass. *

SARAH *
Abe, you could have insisted.

ABRAHAM
I did insist, Sarah, I really 
did.

ISAAC
You don't really expect them to 
show up, do you?

ABRAHAM
Isaac, it's high time you -

SARAH
All of us-

(CONTINUED)



ABRAHAM
That all of us found a way to...

The clock ticks. Sarah brings in the turkey. Abraham begins 
to slice the turkey. 

Isaac wipes his face and looks away. He looks back at his 
father. He stares at the knife. 

He gets up and puts his hand on the knife to stop the 
carving.

ISAAC
Look, Dad, about that time you 
were going to, you know...

Isaac makes a cutting gesture across his throat.

There's a knock at the door. They all look at each other 
surprised. Abe gets up.

DINNER GUESTS PART 12 2

Abe re-enters with ISHMAEL and HAGAR. Isaac slumps forward. 
Sarah puts on a brave smile and gets up to greet them. 

ABRAHAM
Isaac! Chairs and plates!

HAGAR
Please, don't make a fuss.

SARAH
Fuss? Ha ha. No fuss at all. What 
a - I mean, it's wonderful to see 
you! 

Sarah goes over to hug Hagar. Ishmael pulls back when Sarah 
tries to hug him. Isaac exits.

Isaac enters and places tableware and chairs at the table, 
then slumps back down. He pulls out his mobile and texts.

Sarah goes into the kitchen and brings out more food and 
serves it to Hagar and Ishmael who are sitting down. More 
uncomfortable silence.

ABRAHAM
(to Hagar)

So how's...

HAGAR
What? The desert?
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SARAH
Sorry, Hagar, Abe is so 
thoughtless...

ABRAHAM
Sorry to have brought it up. 
Never mind. Oh, come on. Let's 
just have a nice dinner. Have 
some wine.

ISHMAEL
We don't drink wine.

ABRAHAM
Beer?

SARAH
See what I mean?

ABRAHAM
I'll see if we have some grape 
juice. Sarah?

SARAH
Sorry, I'll get some water for 
you.

ISAAC
Hah! No wine with dinner. What a 
sad, sad...

The women look at each other and go into the kitchen. *
Clatter of pots and pans. Some muffled screams. A plate *
flies out of the kitchen and breaks. *

Ishmael flicks food at Isaac. 

ISAAC (CONT’D)
What did you do that for?

Ishmael sticks his tongue out.

Isaac smashes potato in Ishmael’s face.

Ishmael picks up Isaac’s fork and puts it in his own mouth.

A LITTLE LATER3 3 *

An uneasy truce. The table sits in the middle of the stage. 
Pieces of fruit and meat scattered about the floor and some 
juices are still dripping off the table. A chair is tipped 
over. Abraham sits forlornly at the head. 
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Isaac and Ishmael are standing, back to back with their 
arms crossed, glowering.

ABRAHAM
Sit down!

ISAAC
Not until he apologizes!

ISHMAEL
Ha!

ABRAHAM
Sit down!

They sit, not looking at each other.

ABRAHAM (CONT’D)
Sarah!

Sarah enters

SARAH
I am not eating in the same room 
as her!

Hagar enters

HAGAR
Huh!

ABRAHAM
Oh, for God's sake! Sit down all 
of you! Let's finish this 
peacefully.

Each moves food around on their plate. Isaac butters his 
bread. Abraham tries to eat, then pushes his plate away.

ABRAHAM (CONT’D)
Ach! Now I've got heartburn.

SARAH
You want I should get you some 
milk?

ABRAHAM
No. What I want is for everyone 
to eat together. In peace!

ISHMAEL
So why did you really throw us 
out into the desert? 
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ABRAHAM
Look, it's complicated. 

SARAH
Now, we're all sitting together.

ABRAHAM
There's enough room and food for 
everyone now. Everyone. Just let 
it go.

HAGAR
Forgive? Maybe. Forget? You've 
got to be kidding.

ABRAHAM
I am not making with the joke. 
Seriously. What will it take for 
us all to get along?

ISHMAEL
My own place wouldn't be so bad.

ABRAHAM
Isaac? Do you have a response?

Isaac stuffs a big piece of food in his mouth. He tries to 
talk, but only mumbles because of the food.

ABRAHAM (CONT’D)
Jesus Christ! I keep forgetting. 
You're just kids.

Knock at door. Abraham gets up and leads in Jesus as 
triplets.

DINNER GUESTS PART 24 4

ABRAHAM
What the hell is this?

JESUS
You called me?

ABRAHAM
Did I? Maybe. What's with the - 
oh, I get it.

SARAH
Father, son and...
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ISAAC
Holy shit! What are you doing 
here?

JESUS
We're all family.

SARAH
Jesus, we haven't seen you in 
such a long time. Please sit. 
Eat.

ISAAC
Oh, yes. Such a good Jew.

HAGAR
We've only got room for one of 
you.

The other two Jesuses leave.

ABRAHAM
You think we're related? So many 
generations it's hard to keep 
track.

JESUS
Isaac, you said 'such a good Jew' 
sarcastically. What are you 
inferring?

ISAAC
Inferring? You've got people 
worshipping you! They make idols 
of you! Idols of your Mother... 
Hey! Do you have any sisters?

ISHMAEL
Bad Jew!

JESUS
Not my fault. You should talk to 
that Paul fellow. And maybe the 
Romans. They love sculpture.

ABRAHAM
Idols. Ach, did I get in trouble 
for that.

HAGAR
Let me see if I get this 
straight. 
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You kicked me and my son out of 
our home, and then expect me to 
forgive you. Have I got this 
right?

JESUS
I know. It's funny because the 
First Commandment is not to have 
idols! Right? I know! Ha! Not a 
Rabbi for nothing!

SARAH
See? We all agree on something. 
There is irony here. Isn't that 
nice?

ABRAHAM
Nice. Shmice.

ISHMAEL
Do you have any idea what it was 
like being thrown out into a land 
without water, food, anything?

ABRAHAM
Okay, okay. Maybe it was a 
mistake. Not mine. God told me do 
it.

ISHMAEL
Right. Blame it all on God. And 
where is God to help us all now? 
Where's God to "make this right"?

ISAAC
Don't you talk to my father that 
way! Show some respect!

ISHMAEL
I would if he showed me some 
respect! And he’s my father, too!

Tempers flare and they push each other.

Isaac breaks plate over Ishmael’s head. *

Ishmael breaks plate over Isaac’s head. *

JESUS
Bloody hell. Yo! Buds! My 
brothers! Stop it!
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ISHMAEL
Yeah? Stop this!

Ishmael and Isaac punch Jesus. *

It connects with Jesus' jaw 

and he falls to his knees. 

Jesus responds by grappling Ishmael to the floor, 

holding his arms and sitting on him.

ISHMAEL (CONT’D)
Let me up!

JESUS
Say 'please'.

ISHMAEL
When I resurrect.

Isaac grabs Jesus from behind and pulls him down. More 
scuffling.

ABRAHAM
God, I could use a little help 
here.

SARAH
That's the prayer? Are you 
praying? I think maybe you've 
forgotten how to pray right.

ABRAHAM
Of course I pray! Nothing. *

HAGAR
Nothing? What's up with that? 
Aren’t you God's BFF?

ABRAHAM
BFF? What is that?

Isaac, Jesus and Ishmael get up and return to table.

ISAAC
Best Friends Forever. Where is 
He, BTW?

ABRAHAM
Stop with the TLAs FGS!
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ISHMAEL
FGS?

ABRAHAM
For God's Sakes!

JESUS
What’s a TLA?!

ISHMAEL
You don’t know what a TLA is?

ISAAC
What the (burps) is a TLA?

ABRAHAM
Three Letter Acronym.

Hagar looks at each person. 

HAGAR
I'm sorry. We shouldn't have 
come.

SARAH
No, no. You did right. We need to 
see each other. Maybe we can make 
this work.

ABRAHAM
Maybe we can at least get to the 
point of kindergarten where we 
use our words and not our fists.

THE DISCUSSION5 5

Abraham is looking out the window. 

ABRAHAM
This is all my fault. I should 
have - Isaac! What’s that hole 
doing in the backyard?

ISAAC
Holing?

Abraham burns him with his eyes.

ISAAC (CONT'D)
Dad, we don't have enough room. I 
was going to build-
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ABRAHAM
Enough room?!

ISAAC
It's getting crowded!

ISHMAEL
Ha! We've got you surrounded. 
You'll never have any room. My 
aunts and uncles bought up all 
the property in the neighborhood.

Abe and Isaac return to table.

ABRAHAM
Hagar?

HAGAR
It's true. I married the local 
real estate agent.

Sarah spits out the coffee she was sipping.

ABRAHAM
I am shocked.

HAGAR
Oh, give it up, Abe. Do you have 
any idea what century this is?

ABRAHAM
It's the century of the Tweet. 
And I am going to Tweet you out 
of-

ISHMAEL
Give it up, Father.

SARAH
Nobody's going to tweet anything. 
This is a family affair.

ABRAHAM
Oy, what have I done to deserve 
this?

SARAH
What have you done? Nothing! 
Maybe it's because you've let 
things go on too long without 
taking care of - of - your public 
relations. You ...
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JESUS
PR. Yes. I'm afraid belief 
systems are in rather wretched 
disrepair.

ISHMAEL
Oh, yes. A carpenter lecturing us 
on the anthropology of religion. 

JESUS
Don't blame me for your problems. 
I might have some insights-

ISHMAEL
Look, man, if you can't make 
something better don't put other 
people down.

ISAAC
Yeah! Like, you're not taking 
responsibility.

ABRAHAM
Look who's talking.

ISAAC
Me?!

SARAH
Look, let's stop with the 
bickering. Maybe we should play a 
nice game.

ISAAC
(laughs)

Huh. Yes! I've got a game I've 
been working on. I'd like to try 
it out.

SARAH
Good!

ABRAHAM
Everybody, let's help clear the 
table. Maybe Isaac's game is a 
good idea.

Everyone clears the table.

THE GAME6 6

The table is clear. Isaac brings out a box, takes out a 
home-made board game.
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HAGAR
This looks like fun! What is it?

ISAAC
It's something I've been working 
on for a while. It's called 
Religionopoly.

ISHMAEL
How do you win?

SARAH
Yes! What's the goal?

ISAAC
Well, it's just like Monopoly, 
only whoever has the most 
believers at the end, wins.

ABRAHAM
So that means the currency is...?

ISAAC
Believers. And the houses are-

ISHMAEL
Mosques, synagogues, churces, 
temples...

ISAAC
Yes! 

HAGAR
There’s the Go To Hell corner.

ISAAC
And there is the In Hell Corner. *
That means there must be a Get 
Out of Hell card...

ABRAHAM
Nice- Collection Box in the other 
corner.

ISAAC
And instead of Go it's Rebirth.

JESUS
I like that. I like this very 
much. What kind of markers do you 
have?
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ISAAC
I've got a Star of David, cross, 
Bodhi tree, Cube, star and 
crescent... *

ISHMAEL
Anything for Shinto or Atheists?

SARAH
What about Taoists?

ABRAHAM
Don't start with the Taoists, 
Sarah. You know how they get with 
their Yinning this and Yanging 
that...

SARAH
It's a game, Abe. Just for fun.

Sarah leans over and whispers to Abe:

SARAH (CONT’D)
Look. The kids are having a nice 
time. Don’t spoil it.

ISHMAEL
So instead of Community Chest 
you've got Good Works

SARAH
And Not A Chance cards. Oh, this 
is good. Let's play. How many *
believers do we start with?

ISAAC
Everybody starts with 5,000. 
There's -

Ishmael grabs the plastic Jesus marker.

ISHMAEL
I want to be Christian!

HAGAR
(Shamed and horrified)

Ishmael! You can't!

Jesus picks up the Buddha.

JESUS
I wanted to be Buddhist.
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HAGAR
Of course, Dear. *

THE GAME PART 27 7 *

HAGAR
But we're Muslim, Son. We aren't 
allowed to-

ABRAHAM
My God! Is it going to be like 
this forever? Who cares? God 
doesn't care what religion you 
play at!

A stunned silence.

HAGAR
What?

ABRAHAM
I'm telling you, as God's friend, 
He doesn't care what you believe. *
He just wants people not to do 
stupid things.

JESUS
What. Kind. Of. Stupid. Things?

ABRAHAM
Like killing each other because 
of their religion. And you know *
what? It's nobody's business - *
especially since it doesn't *
matter.

ISAAC, HAGAR, JESUS, SARAH
Doesn't matter!?

Abraham takes the game off the table, throws it on the 
floor, 

then smashes it with his feet.

ABRAHAM
Screw this stupid game.

He walks off.

The others look at each other. 

Jesus picks up the pieces, and starts re-organizing the 
cards.
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JESUS
I'll be Jewish.

ISAAC
I'm Christian.

HAGAR
I'm a Druid.

They stop. She giggles. They all laugh. They divide up the 
pieces and money. Isaac roles the dice. 

Ad Lib playing game. *
END *
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