CAN NOT HAVE ONE

by
Richard Allis



EXT. FIELD, GRASSY AREA - DAY

ARAM NTA "M NTY" TUBMAN, soon to be known as Harriet, tiredly

heads hone from her chores.
SUPER: " Sat urday, Septenber 15, 1849."
A SLAVE WOVAN appears at the edge of the woods.

SLAVE WOVAN
(1 oud whi sper)
Psst! Mnty!

Mnty turns her head to | ook.

M NTY
What you doin', woman?! You know we
sl aves not supposed to neet out in
t he open |ike this!

SLAVE WOVAN
(vigorously notioning
M nty over)
That why | want you to cone here!
Pl ease!

M nty nervously checks for witnesses. Seeing none, she
cautiously heads over to the Wnman.

M NTY
What you want calling me over like
t hi s?
SLAVE WOVAN
They bein' sold.
M NTY
(al ar nmed)
Who?
SLAVE WOVAN
Linah's girls. Kizzy and little
"'Rit.

M nty catches her breath.

M NTY
You know this for true? For sure?

SLAVE WOVAN
Yes! They goin' to the Deep Sout h!



M NTY
Oh, Lord! M nieces bein sold!
They al ways be goin' after the girls
inour famly...!

Wrried, Mnty again checks for w tnesses.
SLAVE WOVAN

An' you the next sister! W wanted
to warn you

M NTY
'Kay. Thank you. | know what to
t hi nk about now.
SLAVE WOVAN
(fearful)

Lord be with you.
The Sl ave Wwnman darts back into the woods.
Mnty | ooks around again. Still no witnesses. Mnty quickly
| eaves the scene of the encounter.
EXT. JOHN TUBMAN CABI N - DAY

M nty sl eeps on the porch disturbed by nightmares. Her face
frowns; her head, torso, and hands quiver and jerk.

M NTY
OCh, Lord...! Not them..! Don't
take.... Don't take theml Don't

t ake ne!

JOHN TUBMAN, M nty's husband, approaches the cabin. He sees
Mnty in a sleeping fit and shakes his head in disgust.

As he nounts the steps to the porch, his final footsteps
fall heavy and loud. Mnty wakes with a great start.

JOHN TUBMAN
(an ol d routine)
What you scared of now, Mnty? It's
just your husband com ng hone.

M NTY
They bein' sold, John! M nieces!
Kizzy and little "Ri t!

JOHN TUBMAN
Ain't nobody goin' to be sold.



M NTY
It true! To the Deep South! | hear
the talk on the vine!

JOHN TUBMAN
You nost likely dreamt it again.
Why you so worried now that Massa Ed
has died? You be like "old Cudjo"
| aughing at the joke after everybody's
noved on to sonethin' else.

M NTY

(i ndi gnant)
I not | aughing, John Tubman.

(consi ders)
It nmust be Eliza doin" it this tine.
They al ways go after the girls in
the famly... and | the next sister
inline! W have to | eave!

JOHN TUBMAN
W ain't goin' nowhere. Cuz' there
ain't nobody goin' to be sold. How
you think you're going to | eave
anyway? You don't even know where
you're goin'.

M NTY
(subdued rebel | i ousness
and hooded eyes)
Nort h.

JOHN TUBMAN

Do you have any idea of how far that
is? Do you have any idea how hard
that is? How you goin' to find your
way in the dark? How you goin' to
fight off the forest animals? The
menfolk may try to escape, but they
al ways get caught. ..

M NTY
Some neke it.

JOHN TUBMAN
And | ain't never heard of a
woman runni ng away by herself! You

woul d need a man's help... and |
tell you this! It - ain't - gonna -
be - ne!

M NTY

You don't mean that, John.

M nty stops short becom ng fearful.



JOHN TUBMAN
(terrible | ooking
expr essi on)
You - SEE - if | don't nean it!!

John Tubrman storns into the cabin.

A shaken and uncertain Mnty touches her lips with quivering
fingers, thinking it through. Then

M NTY
(under breath)
Then | get ny brothers...

EXT. BARN - N GHT

M nty | ooks all around nmaking sure she's not being watched
as she creeps up to the barn door. She opens the door and
freezes as it creaks a little. She nervously | ooks around.
Seei ng no one, she slips inside.

I NT. BARN - NI GHT
M nty | ooks around in the dark.

M NTY
(whi sper)
Robert!? Benjam n!? You here?

BENJAM N (O S.)
Over here.

Mnty | ooks toward the stall where the voice cane from Her
eyes adjusting to the darkness of the barn. She starts toward
the stall where BENJAM N (m d-20"s), and HENRY (| ate teens),
awai t .

BENJAM N ( CONT' D)
Robert not here yet... but Henry is.

M NTY
Where Robert, Ben? Didn't he get
t he nessage?

HENRY
He'll be here. Just runnin' late, |
guess

M NTY

That not good to be late! This
i mportant! W need to do this
together! | don't want to do it
al one.



The brot hers exchange serious and concerned gl ances.

HENRY
What you tal king about, Mnty?

M NTY
Qur ni eces bein' sold.

The brothers' eyes w den and nout hs open in surprise.

BENJAM N
(serious again)
Haven't heard about that.
(to Henry)
You?

HENRY
(shaki ng head)
Naw.

BENJAM N
What we supposed to do?

M NTY
W need to escape. Together!
Toni ght! Before they come for us!

The barn door CREAKS again. Heads whip around,
their throats. ROBERT (early 30's), enters.

ROBERT
(1 ow voi ce)
Hey.
(hesitates uneasily)
Anybody here?

BENJAM N
We here, Robert.

Robert approaches them

ROBERT
What ' s going on? Wy neet in the
barn? Wy not the cabin?

HENRY
Mnty wants to run. An'" she want us
to go with her.

M NTY
I need hel p.

ROBERT
You want to run?
( MORE)

hearts in



ROBERT ( CONT' D)
(grave concern)
They goin' to sell you?

M NTY
Not me. Qur nieces. Linah's girls.
ROBERT
And you want to run?
M NTY
Yes.
ROBERT
Wy ?
M NTY
| the next sister inline. | know I

gonna be next.

ROBERT
Mmnn. | see. How you planning to
go?
M NTY
On foot.
ROBERT
How soon?
M NTY

Now. Toni ght.

ROBERT
Tonight? Just like that? You have
any idea where you're goin'?

M NTY
Nort h.

ROBERT
(i ncredul ous)
That's it? Just anywhere north?

M NTY
Yes.

Robert offers a ragged sigh as he sorts through what he's
j ust heard.

ROBERT
Mnty... this is all sounding a little
crazy. You can't just up and run

like this.
( MORE)



ROBERT ( CONT' D)
"Least not if you want to keep from
getting caught! You need sone kind
of plan! You can't just go al ong
roads you ain't even been over!!

M NTY
| know t he woods. Father taught ne
good. He show nme which is the North
Star, how to read the npbss on the
trees, an' what berries safe to eat.
He taught nme so nmuch! And | can
teach you.

ROBERT
I think we should wait till Decenber
That' s when nopst escapes take pl ace.
The nights are | onger then.

BENJAM N
How you going to get away from your
husband?

HENRY
| know. He scare ne. John Tubnan
turn us in for surel

BENJAM N
| know. He be |ike the worst husband
ever. An' he already free! He got
to know what it be |ike.

M NTY
John's not like that. He's a good
husband. He just afraid to live
without me. He |love ne too nuch.
And | love him

ROBERT
He's probably just scared that Massa
turn himinto a slave if he don't
tell what he know. Whatever reason
we can't trust him

BENJAM N
When he wake up and you're not there,
he gonna know you run away. Then
it's just a matter of tine before he
turn you in.

M NTY
That's why we need to go tonight.
It a Saturday night. Nobody do
not hi ng on Sunday, except church.
( MORE)



M NTY ( CONT' D)
Wiite or black. The papers don't go
out till Mnday! W'd have a ful
day head start!

ROBERT
Who' s gonna hel p?

HENRY
Mama and Pop?

BENJAM N
OCh, we can't tell ole "Rit. You
know what she do.

ROBERT
No. The way ole "Rit tal ks, she
cook up nothing but a fuss.

HENRY
It would break Mana's heart if she
didn't know.

M NTY
(to Henry)
She woul d know we in a better place.
| magi ne how she feel if we were sold!

ROBERT
Any ot her ideas besides us?

M NTY
| mght know a person.

ROBERT
It gonna take a | ot nore than one
person, Mnty.

BENJAM N
That's what | thinkin', too.

M NTY
We can find one person to help us
who know anot her person that can
hel p us, and that the way it be with
t hose people. It all done in secret.

HENRY
That goin' to be enough help to get
us all those mles?

ROBERT
The north hundreds of mles away,
you know.



M NTY

I not know how far it goin'" to be.
That just what the white fol k say...
all those mles. Al | knowis they
try to keep us dunb and lie to us so
we be easy to control. The only way
to know how the world really is..
istotry.

Robert falls silent, lapsing into deep thought m xed with
rel uct ance.

HENRY
(to Robert)
She sayin' sonethin' there

BENJAM N
What you thi nking, Henry?

HENRY
I think we can wait twenty years and
maybe we have a chance at freedom..
or we can go now.

A troubl ed expression befalls Benjam n as he considers.
Then finally --

BENJAM N
I think that right. | go.
HENRY
Me t oo.
Mnty | ooks to Robert.
M NTY

What you thi nking, Robert?

ROBERT
| got a newborn baby to think of.
If I go, howcan | be sure he and
his mama aren't sold away to the
Deep Sout h because of ne?

BENJAM N
| know what you say.

Robert shakes his head. Water cones to his eyes.

ROBERT
| can't go. Not now. Not yet.



EXT. WOCDS - N GHT

Benjami n and Henry tranp through the woods,
maki ng all ki nds of noise.

10.

W t hout concern,

Mnty tries to keep up. Her consternation at her brothers

| ackadai si cal ness grips her.

M NTY
Hey! Wit up!

Benjamin and Henry stop and | ook back in bew | dernent.

BENJAM N

Mnty? Wiy you goin' so slow? W

gotta get as far as we can!

M NTY
(cat chi ng up)

You boys makin' too nuch noise! You

gonna get us caught for sure!

HENRY
They not know we |eft yet. They
can't catch us if they don't know
gone.

BENJAM N

we

And they sure can't hear us if they

way back there!

M NTY

They got the paddyrollers out here

| ookin'" all the time for runaways.
They be the ones who hear us!

The brothers glance around sonewhat inhibited and uncertain

about what they should be afraid of.
BENJAM N
(vague wave of hand)
They be out there, huh?

M NTY

Yes! It be Saturday night. W got

plenty of time to get ahead 'fore
t he papers go out Mnday... if we
car ef ul

BENJAM N
(t hought ful)



Henry's eyes dart around.

| ong sti ck.
HENRY
What you doin'?
M NTY
Pi cking up a stick
HENRY
What for? To fight the paddyrollers?
M NTY
To act as a guide over the tree roots
and around the rabbit holes. You
bot h shoul d get a stick too.
BENJAM N
["mnot blind. | can see.
M NTY
Ben?! It night tinme!
BENJAM N
The nmoon be out.
HENRY
Yeah. We can see fine.
M nty sighs.

M NTY
Suit yourself.

Mnty starts forward.

EXT. WOODS - LATER

M nty,

now in front of her brothers,
concentration on her face (which she wll

brot hers) as she forges forward.

wears stress and
hi de from her

11.

M nty stoops down and picks up a

The brothers, now stopped, |ean into each other for a powwow.

BENJAM N
(worri ed)
That noon be bright.

HENRY
It help us see.

BENJAM N
It help the paddyrollers see, too.
See us.



HENRY
Mmm. | know what you nean.

Mnty returns to her brothers.

M NTY
Way you stop? | thought you wanted
to go as far as you can.

BENJAM N
We not sure about doin' this no nore.

M NTY
What you nean?

HENRY
| be missin ole Mama, right now

Mnty forces a happy, brave face for her brothers.

M NTY
(soot hing, gentle)
Hey. Mama be with us no matter where
we go. ' Kay?

Benj amin and Henry hesitate, uncertain.

M NTY ( CONT' D)
Tell you what. Wen we get to the
north, one thing we goin' to have to
do i s change our nanes.

HENRY
Wiy we have to do that?

M NTY
That way it make it hard for any
sl ave catchers to find us there.

BENJAM N
Lord! | not know | goin' to have to
do that!

M NTY
Hey, hey, hey. You know what | gonna
do? | change ny name to Harriet.
From now on, | be Harriet Tubman.
That way you can al ways feel close
to Mama. ' Kay?

Benj ami n and Henry exchange uncertain and fearful
HENRY

(to Benjam n)
What you thinkin'?

gl ances.

12.



13.

The brothers read each others' eyes and silently agree with
each other. Benjamn turns to Mnty.

BENJAM N
W decide we're goin' back.

Henry nods his assent to Mnty who expects this.

M NTY
Wy ?

HENRY
It not possible.

BENJAM N
W're all goin' to be killed.

M NTY

No. That foolish talk. Look. W
free right now W can do anything
we want. There nobody here to tel
us what to do. W just got to make
sure we find a place where it safe
to stay.

(poi nting)
That place be that way. Forward.
So we all go forward. 'Kay?

BENJAM N
That the foolish talk. W have no
i dea where we goin'... we probably
goin incircles... we goin' all end
up dead!

M NTY

W followin the North Star! W
heading North! That's all we need
to know

BENJAM N
No. What we need to know is we been
away for a long tine now....

M NTY
Just a coupl e hours!
BENJAM N
W need to get back... where it be
safe... before we be m ssed.
M NTY
You be crazy.
BENJAM N

We turnin' around.



14.

M NTY
No!

BENJAM N
We turnin' around and you com ng
with us!

Benjami n grabs her wist. She jerks it away.

M NTY
Fine! You go on back if you wants
to! Go on back with you and your
crazy tal k! | goin' to find ny
freedom Wth or w thout youl!

M nty spins on her heel and heads off. Benjanm n and Henry
gape at each other in shock and amazenent. Finally --

BENJAM N
What you think?

Henry watches M nty continue to wal k

HENRY
She crazy.

MOMVENTS LATER, M nty wal ks defiantly forward in the woods
with FOOTSTEPS COM NG UP BEHIND HER. M nty stops and turns
ar ound.

M NTY
Oh? You finally decide that | right?

Ben and Henry each grab an armof their sister's and start
pul i ng her back.

M NTY ( CONT' D)
Hey! What you doin'?! Stop

BENJAM N
W can't let you go on

Mnty resists them But conbined, the brothers get the better
of her.

M NTY
Hey! Let go of nme! You hol ding ne
back!

BENJAM N

Grab her feet!

Henry struggles to do so.



15.

M NTY
This the wong way! Freedomthe
ot her way!
HENRY
Ch, Lord....
BENJAM N
You gonna get us caught for sure!
You causing trouble for us all! You

gonna get us all killed!
Henry grips Mnty by the ankles and picks her up

M NTY
You ny brothers! You ny fam|y!
You supposed to help! W supposed
to hel p each ot her succeed!

They carry her away OUT OF FRAME.

BENJAM N (O S.)
Hush your nouth! W saving you from
your sel f!

EXT. SIDE OF JOHAN TUBMAN CABIN - NI GHT

Devastated and di smayed, M nty staggers forward supporting
herself with a hand on the wall.

M NTY
(1 ow and heavy)
Ain't no one gonna help ne....

She cannot go on. She stops and slides down to a seat on

the ground. She fights her tears and works on getting through
her bitter disappointment. Her body droops as tiredness

wei ghs heavy on her. She gradually calns down and finally
becones resigned. She sadly |ooks off into nowhere.

M NTY ( CONT' D)
That be the way it is, | s'pose....

Now t hat she has hit bottom she is surprised to feel the
burni ng sensation of anger growi ng deep within herself.
Anger sl ow burns onto her face as she gradual ly nusters up
to seriousness and determ nation. Then --

M NTY ( CONT' D)
There be one thing nore for sure...
freedomonly for those bold enough
to take it.



16.

EXT. JOHN TUBMAN CABI N FRONT PORCH - DAY

John Tubman MOVES AROUND | NSIDE. He cones to the door, opens
it up and exits. He closes the door behind himand turns.

He sees Mnty sitting on the porch in the sanme place as the
earlier scene. She is awake this time and staring straight
forward.

JOHN TUBMAN
Ch. There you are. You up mghty
early this nmorning. You all right?

M NTY
(not noving, still
staring forward)
I fine.

John Tubman wat ches her and tries to gauge her nood. Then--

JOHN TUBMAN
| guess you not goin' to church this
nor ni ng.
(wat ches sone nore)
Preacher man goin' to be mghty
di sappoi nt ed.

M NTY
| think he forgive nme this tinme.

John Tubman wat ches her with grave suspicion.

JOHN TUBMAN
(har sh)
I know you thinking you want to run.
It all over your face. Any fool can

see that. | tell you this... you
better still be here when | get back.
If you're not, I go to the Mstress

and turn you in!

Mnty noves for the first tine as she turns to John Tubman
with hurt, angry, betrayed eyes. He leans into her.

JOHN TUBMAN ( CONT' D)
That's right! You heard nme! | will
turn you in! Your place is here!
Wth your husband! You need to be
bani shing all these fool notions
about the North before it make you
crazy! Lord, you crazy enough as it
i s!



17.

Mnty turns her head to stare straight forward again. An
i nscrut abl e expression on her face.

JOHN TUBMAN ( CONT' D)
You try to run, | turn you in; they
catch you and whip you and sell you
to the Deep South for certain! You
stay here, you still got a chance
t hey won't.

John Tubman strai ghtens and continues to watch Mnty.

JOHN TUBMAN ( CONT' D)
You think about what | say. Soon
enough you'll see I"'mtalkin' sense.

John Tubman turns away from her and | ooks in the direction
he is going to head off in.

JOHN TUBMAN ( CONT' D)
I"mgoin to church now Don't |et
your fool notions get the best of
you... and be here when | get back.

John Tubman wal ks of f the porch and heads to church

M nty continues to stare strai ght ahead with the sane

i nscrut abl e expression, as she watches and listens to John
Tubman wal k away. She is calm quiet, confident, determ ned
and still.

John Tubman wal ks out of hearing range.

M NTY
(like cold iron)
There be one of two things | have a
right to. Liberty or death. [If |

can not have one... | will have the
other... for no man will take nme
alive. 1 will fight for my liberty

as long as ny strength lasts. And
if the time cones for ne to go, the
Lord will let themtake ne.

Mnty remains still and notionless and stares straight ahead.
Alone. A small speck in an overwhel m ng worl d.

SUPER: "The next afternoon, Harriet "M nty" Tubman received
word that she too, had been sold to the Deep South. The
slave trader would pick her up the next norning."

SUPER: "That evening, Harriet sinply wal ked of f the
pl antation, alone, and started her journey that ended in
freedom™



18.

SUPER: "She returned again and again and agai n, using routes
she had 'been over', to help other succeed on the road to
freedom.."

SUPER: "...including her brothers, friends, conplete
strangers"

Then add .

SUPER: "-- and both her parents.”

FADE TO BLACK

THE END
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