A FATHER S LOVE
By

Angel a Canobn



FADE | N:

EXT. PARK - DAY

A park bench. Birds alight on it.
down a path near by.

Children and their parents,

an UNI DENTI FI ED PERSON wites in a

UNI DENTI FI ED PERSON (V. Q)

It nmeans nore to

hand i n hand, strol

Sitting on the bench,

journal .
A Father’s | ove.
hi s daughter than any |ove on
earth. This is ny story and ny
father’s story.

EXT. CHURCH - DAY

A beautiful church

REBECCA M LLS, 18, a faithful
to take care of her,
SI MMONS, 18, ki nd,

wears a cheap suit.

Rebecca’s rel ati ves GRANDMA MATTI E, 50’s,

TRELLA, 19, Rebecca’ s sister,
aunt ,

t he man of her

Peopl e dressed nicely wal k up the steps.

Christian who wants a good nan

wal ks up the steps on the arm of FRANK

dreans and a dreamer, who

Rebecca’ s not her,
and Ms. BERTHA, 40 s, Rebecca s

follow G andna Mattie turns to Ms. Bertha and Trell a.

GRANDVA MATTI E

Ain’t gonna be long til

tie the knot.

t hose two

M5. BERTHA
Such a fine boy and a good

Chri stian too.

TRELLA
I wonder
unti |
hi msel f.

how | ong Rebecca can wait
he makes sonet hi ng of

GRANDVA MATTI E

He' Il pul |
boot straps, |

hi nsel f up by the
know.

G andma Mattie smles at Trella and Ms. Bertha.



I NT. CHURCH - DAY

Rebecca, Frank and the congregation sing HOW GREAT THOU ART.
Rebecca squeezes Frank’s hand.

LATER

The service ends. The congregation | eaves. Rebecca sits down
wi th Frank.

REBECCA
I love you, Frank. \When we get
married, | want |ots of kids.
FRANK
Me too. I'd love to have a daughter
just like you. 1'd spoil her and
make her feel |ike a princess.
REBECCA

Frank, um we’ve been going out for
over a year. W even did--you know -
and we shoul dn’t have.

FRANK
I know. It was a m stake.

REBECCA
Wen are we getting married?

FRANK.
I have to work on nmy witing first.
It could take years. | don't want
to marry you unless | can take care
of us.

REBECCA

So it could be years?

Frank nods.

REBECCA
| see.
FRANK
You're still comng to the prom

with me, aren't you, Rebecca?

Rebecca nods.



REBECCA
O course | am Frank

Rebecca hugs Frank.

EXT. COMMUNI TY CENTRE - NI GHT

The comunity center is decorated for the prom Students
arrive in linousines. Frank and Rebecca arrive in a beat up
Chevy.

EXT. FRANK'S CAR - NI GHT

Frank hol ds the door open for Rebecca. She gets out in a
purple silk dress with silver shoes and purse. Frank hol ds
out his hand and Rebecca takes it.

FRANK
Wowl

Rebecca tries to smle, but worry shows on her face.

Rebecca and Frank walk into the centre.

EXT. LIMOUSINE - NI GHT

A linousine pulls up. Qut steps M CHAEL ALEXANDER, 18, a hot-
t enpered, stubborn man, who wears an expensive tux and a gold
wat ch.

I NT. COMMUNI TY CENTRE - BALLROOM - NI GHT

A sl ow dance pl ays. Frank and Rebecca dance. They stare into
each other’s eyes, in |love. They dance cheek to cheek.

The nusi c changes. M chael cuts in.

M CHAEL
Hope you don’t m nd.

REBECCA
M chael .

FRANK

Only one dance.

Frank | eaves. M chael dances with Rebecca.



REBECCA
| thought you weren’t going to
come, since | accepted Frank’s

invitation.

M CHAEL
"’ m here for you, baby. Wenever
things go south with Frank, I'll be
her e.

REBECCA
What makes you think they d go
sout h?

M CHAEL

Because |’ m here.

Rebecca ponders.

EXT. COMMUNI TY CENTRE - NI GHT
Rebecca wal ks outsi de al one, pondering her choices.
M chael arrives.

REBECCA
Didn’t know you’' d be foll ow ng ne.

M CHAEL
Can’t get you outta ny mnd,
Rebecca. There’ s sonething about
you | can’'t resist.

REBECCA
Maybe it’s nmy love for Jesus.
M CHAEL
Maybe it is, and nmaybe it’s just

you.
ANOTHER AREA
M chael turns to Rebecca.

M CHAEL
Is Frank treating you well?

REBECCA
O course. Way woul dn’t he be?



M CHAEL
You both | ook |ike there's
sonet hi ng wr ong.

REBECCA
W | ove each other all right.
Coupl es go through trials.

M CHAEL
Maybe the trial is you want to get
married, he doesn’'t.

REBECCA
How woul d you know?

M CHAEL
I can tell when you’ re happy and
when you' re sad. Frank just seens
like he’s in his own little fantasy
wor | d.

REBECCA
I am happy. And don’t badnmouth him

M CHAEL
I"’mnot, Baby. | want to marry you.
I love you nore than anyone coul d.
| can take care of you. | got ny
dad’ s accounting business and |’'m
maki ng a whole |lot nore than a
writer makes.

REBECCA
Frank is trying.

M CHAEL
Not hard enough. You want a husband
and chil dren.

REBECCA
And 1l have that with Frank. |
just have to wait a little |onger.

M CHAEL
How | ong you gonna wait?

Rebecca ponders, doesn’t know what to say.

M CHAEL
Let ne know.

Rebecca half-smles at Mchael. M chael sniles back.



I NT. GRANDVA MATTIE S HOUSE - DAY

Rebecca | ooks in the mrror, puts her hand on her stomach.
Grandma Mattie calls out.

GRANDVA MATTIE (O S.)
Breakfast is ready, child!

Kl TCHEN

Rebecca sits down with Grandnma Mattie and Trell a. Rebecca
pi cks at her food.

GRANDVA MATTI E
What is it, Rebecca? You ain't
t ouched your food. Did everything
go all right with you and Frank
 ast night?

TRELLA
Speak up, Rebecca. If sonething
aint right, let us know, and we’ Il
hel p you.

REBECCA
Frank doesn’t want to marry me
unl ess he first makes a go of his
witing. It could take years.

GRANDMA MATTI E
You gonna wait that |ong?

Rebecca shakes her head.

REBECCA
M chael wants to marry ne. He says
he | oves ne and can take care of
nme.

GRANDMVA MATTI E
Sounds |i ke a good man.

TRELLA
VWit a mnute. I's Mchael a
Christian? And do you | ove hinf

REBECCA
No, he’s not a Christian. And |I'm
not sure if | love him | could

| ove him



GRANDMA MATTI E
Sounds |i ke there’s too many things
that don't click. Maybe wait till
Frank asks you.

REBECCA
| don’t want you to tell anyone
this, and certainly not Aunt
Gertrude the gossip. |’ m pregnant
with Frank’ s child.

The | adi es GASP

REBECCA
| don’t want to be a single nother.
|"ve got to marry Mchael. | can

learn to I ove him

TRELLA
He isn't a Christian. How are two
unequal |y yoked peopl e going to get
al ong?

REBECCA
Maybe one day he' |l becone a
Chri sti an.

GRANDVA MATTI E
| see. You don’t want to be al one
with a child and raise it by
yoursel f wi thout a father

REBECCA
Frank does not want to get married,
Mama. He even said he can’t support
a famly.

TRELLA
But you owe it to himto tell him
he’s the father of your child.

GRAND MATTI E
Rebecca, your sister’s right.
You' ve got to tell Frank about the
chi I d.

Rebecca | ooks at bot h wonen.

I NT. FRANK' S HOUSE - OFFI CE - DAY

Frank wites but crunples up all the papers and throws them
in the wastepaper basket. He SIGHS in frustration.



The doorbell RINGS O S.
Frank’s nmother, MRS. SI MMONS, 40’'s, enters.

MRS. SI MMONS
Frank, it’'s Rebecca. Frank?

Frank glumy gets up fromhis seat.
FRONT DOOR

Frank sees Rebecca at the open front door.

FRANK
Hey, Baby.
Frank hugs Rebecca, but still has a gluml ook on his face.
REBECCA

I need to talk to you al one.

EXT. FRANK' S HOUSE - SW NG - DAY
Rebecca and Frank sit.

REBECCA
You said you weren’t ready for
marriage, right?

FRANK
No, Rebecca, |I'’mnot. Not the way
t hi ngs are going.

REBECCA
If | said |'’mpregnant with your
child, would you be ready?

FRANK
Vvwow  Uh--um -wow, Rebecca.

Frank gets up. Rebecca gets up.

FRANK
You know I | ove you and | always
will, and if you want me to, |'1I
be there for our child, but | can't
do marriage now. | just can't.
REBECCA

Way? You said you wanted a big
fam ly, a daughter you could |ove--



FRANK
My witing's not going well. | have
to go to college to learnit. It’s
going to take up all of ny tine.

REBECCA
Al'l you care about is witing!

FRANK
It’s who | am Rebecca. Doesn’'t
nmean | don’t | ove you.

REBECCA
I think it nmeans you only want ne
around if it doesn’'t interfere with
your witing. That’s not | ove.

FRANK
| do love you. It’s just sonething
a man’s gotta do to prove hinself.

REBECCA
| don’t believe you know what | ove
is. I'"'mglad | found this out now,

so | didn't nake the biggest
m stake of ny life.

Frank tries to hug Rebecca.

FRANK
Rebecca, 1'Il conme and see you and
t he baby.

REBECCA
Let me go, Frank. | don’t want any

part of you.

Rebecca runs off.

I NT. CHURCH - DAY

M chael and Rebecca get married in a | avish wedding. G andnma
Mattie, Ms. Bertha, and Trella | ook on, pleased. The PREACHER
turns to M chael .

PREACHER
M chael , do you take this woman to
be your lawfully wedded wife, to
| ove and to cherish, in sickness
and in health, forsaking al
others, as long as you both shal
live?



10.

M CHAEL
| do.

PREACHER

Rebecca, do you take this woman to
be your lawfully wedded wife, to
| ove and to cherish, in sickness
and in health, forsaking al
others, as long as you both shal
live?

Rebecca GULPS.

REBECCA
| do.

PREACHER
I now pronounce you husband and
wi fe. You may kiss the bride.

M chael ki sses Rebecca.

EXT. CHURCH - DAY

The relatives throw confetti as M chael and Rebecca wal k down
the church steps. Frank watches froma distance, a tear in
his eye, and | eaves.

Rebecca | ooks after him

| NT. ALEXANDER HOVE - DAYS LATER
Rebecca turns to M chael.

REBECCA
Quess what? |’ m pregnant!

M CHAEL
Oh, baby!

M chael hugs Rebecca, raises her in his arns, and kisses her.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - DELI VERY ROOM - DAY
Rebecca has her baby, M chael by her side.
REBECCA' S HOSPI TAL ROOM - LATER

M chael sits next to Rebecca, in bed. DR STEVEN, 50’'s, kind,
enters, concerned.



DR. STEVEN
M. and Ms. Al exander,

have sone

news for you. Your daughter has

Turner’s Syndrone.

M CHAEL
VWhat does that nean?

DR. STEVEN
She has no ovaries. She’
have children. And she’l
and short-Iinbed.

M CHAEL

| never
be short

Man, | can’t believe thisl!

REBECCA

M chael . Thank you, Dr. Steven. W
plan to | ove her just the sane.

M chael | ooks angry.

NURSERY - LATER

M chael enters. NURSE JUDY, 30’s, kind, strokes STACEY' S,

M chael’s and Rebecca’ s daughter’s,

NURSE JUDY

hair.

What a beautiful baby! She has a

head full of hair. Isn't
beauti ful ?

M CHAEL
| guess she | ooks alright

NURSE JUDY
She | ooks just |ike you.
you’ re proud.

M CHAEL
She doesn’t | ook a thing
She doesn’t have ny eyes,
or ny ears.

NURSE JUDY
Do you see how beauti f ul
is?

M CHAEL

she

I know

i ke ne.
my nose

her hair

What’ s so special about hair?

11.



12.

NURSE JUDY
(apol ogeti c)
| was just admiring how beauti ful
her hair is, that’s all. | didn't
mean to offend you

M CHAEL
You’ re raving about how beauti ful
her hair is, but did you see her
short arms and her slanted eyes?

NURSE JUDY
M. Alexander, all | seeis a
perfect little angel.

M CHAEL
Perfect? She's far from being
perfect. She’'ll be the nost

enbarrassing thing to ne.

Nurse Judy turns to tuck Stacey snugly in her covers. Stacey
makes a whi npering sound. Nurse Judy tal ks to Stacey.

NURSE JUDY
That’s right sweetie, you know
you' re special, don’t you?

Nurse Judy turns to M chael

NURSE JUDY ( CONT’ D)
M. Al exander, you' |l have to | ook
past what you see on the outside
and | ook at the inside. There's
sonet hi ng speci al about this baby.
She’ s going to do great things. You
m ght not be glad that she’s born
now, but one day you will be gl ad.

M CHAEL
Yeah you think so! Well | don’t.

REBECCA' S HOSPI TAL ROOM - LATER
M chael turns to Rebecca.

M CHAEL
| want a paternity test.

REBECCA
VWhat ?



13.

M CHAEL
| want a paternity test. | want
proof that this is my daughter.

REBECCA
| can’t believe you would say that.
You narried nme because | ' ma
faithful Christian wonan.

M CHAEL
Something tells ne there’s
sonet hi ng wong here, and |’ m goi ng
to find out what.

DI AGNOSTI C WAl TI NG ROOM - LATER
M chael and Rebecca wait. A DOCTOR enters with test results.

DOCTOR
M. Alexander, | regret to inform
you that this is not your
bi ol ogi cal daughter.

M CHAEL
See, | knew it! You tricked ne!
This is Frank’s kid! What kind of a
Christian wonman are you anyway? |s
this what they all do?

REBECCA
Baby, listen to nme, please. | was
scared. | had no one, but you. I--1I
| ove you, M chael.

M CHAEL
You only married nme because you
didnt want an illegitimate kid. It

woul d make you | ook so bad in front
of your upstanding Christian
famly. 1've had it.

M chael turns to | eave.

REBECCA
M chael, I'’msorry. Maybe that’s
how it was at first. But not now.
W have a famly. | |ove you.

M CHAEL

You' re just saying that. Frank

woul dn’t marry you, so | was the
second choice. | always will be the
second choi ce.



14.

REBECCA
When Frank didn’t want to marry ne,
I noved forward. | didn’t | ook

back. W nmade a new |life together.
I love you nore than | ever |oved
Frank. You ve got to believe ne,
M chael .

M CHAEL
I don’t know what | believe.

M chael wal ks out. Rebecca fol |l ows.

I NT. BEDROOM - DAY

M chael |ies down, pondering. Rebecca enters with Stacey.
M chael gets up, |ooks at the happy nother and daughter.
M CHAEL
Al right. | |ove you, Rebecca. And
because |I love you, |I'Il stay. But
that child, I'’mnot gonna |love it.

Il take care of it financially,
but that’'s all.

REBECCA
Al right, Mchael. But | pray one
day you' Il love our daughter.

M chael | ooks at Stacey, who sml es.

LATER

Stacey lies in her crib, crying uncontrollably. Mchael is
extrenely annoyed with her. Rebecca hol ds Stacey.

M CHAEL
Shut that baby up.

REBECCA
I’ mdoing the best | can.

Rebecca rocks Stacey.

M CHAEL
Can’t you figure out what's the
matter with her? You are her
not her .



15.

REBECCA
(stressed)
I am doi ng the best |I can, M chael.

Rebecca has the baby across her shoul der, pats the baby on
her back.

M CHAEL
Try harder. | get so tired of
hearing her crying all the tine.

REBECCA
(synpat heti c)
M chael , why don’t you cone and

hol d her?
M CHAEL
(annoyed)
Rebecca, don't start that again.
REBECCA
But you haven't held her since she

was born.

M chael junps out of his recliner. Rebecca extends the baby
out to Mchael. M chael grabs the baby and hol ds her for a
few brief seconds and then hands her quickly back to Rebecca.

M CHAEL
! There, | held her! Now are you
satisfied?

REBECCA
M chael, you held her all of ten
seconds. That’'s the only tine that
you’ ve held her. Don’t you want to
bond with your daughter?

M CHAEL
Don’t start with that bonding
stuff. | told you in the beginning
that I don’'t want any part of her
life.

REBECCA

But why, M chael ? You' re m ssing
out being a part of your daughter’s
life.

M CHAEL
My daught er? Hmph.



16.

REBECCA
Yes, you are her |egal guardian,
M chael .

M CHAEL

You' re lucky | stayed.

Baby Stacey is asleep. Rebecca |lays her down in the crib.

I NT. LI VI NGROOM - DAY
M chael sits in his recliner.
Rebecca cl ears papers off the coffee table.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
I know you don’t want to hear this.
But with the disability that she
has she’s going to always have to
depend on sonebody to take care of
her. And just so you know, that
sonmebody is not going to be ne.

REBECCA
M chael, a I ot of people work past
their disabilities and do great
things. Turner’s Syndrone is not a

di sabling disease. She’ll be al
right.

M CHAEL
What is she going to do that’s so
great?

Rebecca is silent.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
That’ s exactly what 1 thought. You
don’t know.

REBECCA
I may not know that, but | do know
that she is your daughter and that
you should | ove her and support
her.

M CHAEL
What’s | ove got to do with this?
Wth all these nedical problens,
she’ s costing nme noney.



17.

REBECCA
M chael , don’t question God. CQur
daughter is a gift from God.

M CHAEL
Well, she’s a gift that | can do
without. I didn’t ask for her and I

don’t want her.
M chael reads the paper.
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY - FIVE YEARS LATER

M chael gets his suitcase ready for work. The dog, Max,
enters and playfully junps up at Mchael. He pets Max and
hugs hi m

M CHAEL
I love you, ny baby.

Stacey, now 5, walks in the room

STACEY
Daddy, can you take nme to the park?

M CHAEL
No.

STACEY
(i nquisitive)
Way not ?

M chael cl oses his suitcase.

M CHAEL
Because | have to worKk.
STACEY
Wiy do you have to go to work?
M CHAEL
I have to nmake noney.
STACEY
But Tory’ s daddy al ways takes her
to the park.
M CHAEL

Wel| that's good for Tory's dad. |
don’t have tine.



STACEY
(fidgety)
Wl | how nmuch noney do you nmake on
your job?
M CHAEL
(i npatient)

What’'s with all these questions?
St acey bounces up and down.

STACEY
| just need to know. WII you
pl ease tell ne?

M CHAEL
If I tell you, will you stop
bot heri ng nme?
STACEY
(i nsisting)
Yes.
M CHAEL
| get paid $40.00 an hour. Now go
on and get out of here so | can
finish getting ready for work.

St acey rushes out.

I NT. STACEY’ S BEDROOM - DAY

St acey gets her piggy bank.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Stacey enters with her piggy bank, hands it to M chael.
STACEY
| have forty dollars exactly. Now
you don’t have to go to work today
and you can take nme to the park.

M chael | ooks m ffed.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

M chael stornms in. Rebecca bakes a cake.

18.



M CHAEL
You put her up to that, didn’t you?

REBECCA
(puzzl ed)
| don’t know what you’'re talking
about .

M CHAEL
That girl of yours keeps asking ne
to take her to the park.

19.

Rebecca | ooks out of the kitchen wi ndow and sees a f at her

wal ki ng down the street

M chael

REBECCA
She just wants to spend sone tine
with you, Mchael. She sees sone of
the other children at the park with
t heir dads and she wants you to
t ake her.

M CHAEL
Vll | amnot |ike other dads.
Maybe they don’t have to work, but
| do.

REBECCA
| amsure that the other dads have
to work too. But they nmanage to
find tine to spend with their
chil dren.

M CHAEL
Well | don't have tine. It's
because of her that | have to work
so much anyway.

REBECCA
You have to nmke tine, M chael.

M CHAEL
Wiy don’t you take her?

REBECCA
| do take her fromtime to tine.
But M chael, she needs you. Every
l[ittle girl needs her daddy.

wal ks of f.

hol di ng hi s daughter’s hand.



20.

I NT. STACEY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Rebecca tucks Stacey in bed.

STACEY
Momry, why doesn’t Daddy | ove ne?

REBECCA
He does |ove you. He's just--well--
busy with his work.

STACEY
But | wanted himto take ne to the
par k.

REBECCA

He will sonetine soon. Now, |let ne
read to you about God's | ove.

Rebecca opens the bible and reads.

REBECCA
For God so loved the world that He
sent His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Hmw Il not
perish but have everlasting life.
John 3:16

STACEY
God doesn't | ove ne.

REBECCA
Yes, He does. You are the apple of
God’ s eye.

STACEY
Real |y, Momy?

Rebecca hugs Stacey.

REBECCA
Real | y.

Stacey smles at Rebecca.

STACEY
And Daddy will take ne to the park
soon?

REBECCA

Yes Stacey.



21.

St acey hugs Rebecca.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY
M chael sits at the table, calculating income. He GASPS.

M CHAEL
Shoot !

Stacey enters with her baseball glove and ball

STACEY
Daddy, | know how you I|i ke
basebal | . Take me to the park?
M CHAEL

Get outta here, kid. I'm
calculating this nonth’ s budget.
Seenms we're a little short. Going
to have to cut back

STACEY
That’' s okay, Daddy. | won't ask for
much, just let’s go.

Stacey tugs at M chael’s sl eeve. M chael pushes her off.

M CHAEL
Get out, now. |I’mnot taking you.
How many tinmes do | have to tel

you?
Stacey is alnpst in tears.
The doorbell RINGS. Stacey wal ks toward the
FRONT ENTRANCE

G andnma Mattie enters with a pie and a gift for Stacey. She
notices tears flowi ng down Stacey’ s cheeks.

GRANDMVA MATTI E
What’'s with all the baw ing, child?

Stacey hugs Grandma Mattie’ s | eg.

STACEY
Daddy won't take ne to the park.

GRANDVA MATTI E
Your daddy’s real busy. I'll take
you.



St acey perks up.

STACEY
G eat!

Rebecca enters. Grandma Mattie hands her the pie.

REBECCA
St acey, you’ ve been crying.

STACEY
I’ mokay now. G andrma Mattie and |
are going to the park.

REBECCA
Al'l right. Be back for supper.

Grandma Mattie and Stacey | eave.

EXT. PARK - DAY

Grandma Mattie and Stacey play catch.

LATER

Grandma Mattie and Stacey sit on a bench.

STACEY
Daddy won’t take ne anywhere.

Grandma Mattie hands Stacey the gift. It is a journal.

GRANDVA MATTI E

Wen | was a little girl, | used to
wite in ajournal. It nade ne feel
better.

STACEY

Was your daddy |ike m ne?

GRANDVA MATTI E
He deserted us. At |east your daddy
st ayed.

Stacey takes the journal, ponders.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY - 11 YEARS LATER

M chael

St acey,

sits at the table while Rebecca serves dinner.

now 16, enters waving her report card.

22.



STACEY

| got an Al An Ain English! I'm
going to be a witer yet!

Rebecca | ooks at the report card, hugs Stacey.

REBECCA

That is wonderful, Stacey, just

wonder f ul !

M chael snatches the report card.

M CHAEL

You have two D's on this progress

report.

M chael raises his voice.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
What’'s the matter with you?

STACEY
What do you nean?

M CHAEL

Wiy can’t you do good in school

li ke other kids?

STACEY

I am doing the best that | can.

M CHAEL

VWl | your best is not good enough.
You want to enbarrass ne? You're

just a troubl emaker

STACEY
(stuttering)

Daddy, | will try harder.

M chael grabs Stacey’s journal

M CHAEL

not ebook out of her

If you spent nore time studying
instead of witing in this stupid
book, maybe you' d do better in

school
St acey CRI ES.
STACEY

G ve ne ny book back, please daddy.
I got an A in English.

hand.

23.



M chael

24.

M CHAEL
You’ re wasting your tine.

STACEY
Daddy | am not wasting ny tine. One
day I’mgoing to publish my own
book. One day ny books are going to
be on the shelves in the libraries
and all the major bookstores and
people will read what |’'ve witten.

M CHAEL
Do you honestly believe that
soneone will want to read that
junk? Your nomfills your head with
t hat nonsense, but | keep it real.
You will never be able to wite a
book and have it published. It
t akes noney and talent. You don’t
have either.

REBECCA
M chael , that was uncalled for
Stacey is trying her hardest to
pl ease you. Apol ogize to her.

M CHAEL
Don’t you al ways defend her. W
bot h have first-hand experience
about what happens to witers.
Renmenber Frank?

REBECCA
What has Frank got to do with this?

M CHAEL
I think you know.

storms off. Stacey turns to Rebecca.

STACEY
Who is Frank?

REBECCA
Someone we knew, who was a great
witer.

STACEY

Did he succeed?

REBECCA
Yes, he did, Stacey. Now pay no
mnd to your father

( MORE)
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REBECCA( cont ' d)
He doesn’t understand, but one day

he will. You are the apple of God s
eye, renmenber?

Rebecca puts her arm around Stacey’s shoul der. Stacey takes
it off.

STACEY
| don’t believe in that stuff. |
know you like to pray and G andma
Matti e does, but God doesn’t hear
nmy prayers, or else |I'd never have
a father like ny father.

REBECCA
We have to keep praying for him

STACEY
What good does it do? Nothing. That
proves nmy point. There’'s no CGod.

REBECCA
Don’t ever say that, Stacey. CGod
has brought us this far, God w ||
be with us through anything.

St acey ponders.
I NT. WEST BOW H GH SCHOOL - CLASSROOM - DAY

Stacey and her friends are in their homeroom class. MRS
BRI DGEWALL, 50, school principal, conmes on the PA systemto
make norni ng announcenents.

Ms. Bridgewall clears her throat.

MRS. BRIDGEWALL (O S.)
(excited)
The annual father/daughter dance
will be held here at our school.
Tickets are $5.00. You may pick up
a flyer and your tickets from your
honer oom t eacher.

MRS. CAMPBELL, 50's, kind, the teacher, hands the flyers out.
MRS. CAMPBELL
Ask your dad, then buy the tickets
from ne.
Stacey takes the flyer, |ooks at it, unsure.

HALLWAY
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Stacey and her friend, CARL ROGERS, 16, secretly in love with
Stacey, wal k.

CARL
You going to ask your dad?
STACEY
He’ || never go.
CARL
You m ght be surprised. At |east
try, okay?

St acey nods.

I NT. ALEXANDER HOME - KI TCHEN - DAY
Stacey turns to Rebecca.

STACEY
(excited)
Mom the Father/Daughter dance is
going to be at our school this
year. It only costs $5.00.
Everyone’s going. Al the girls

will laugh at nme if | don’t get ny
dad to go.

REBECCA
Well, since it is a father/daughter

dance, you should be talking to
your daddy, shouldn’t you?

STACEY
Do you think he’'d really go?

REBECCA
Just try, Stacey.

FAM LY ROOM

M chael is glued to the TV. Stacey approaches M chael .
Rebecca over hears.

STACEY
(nervous, stuttering)
Dad, | got this at school today.

M CHAEL
Vell, what is it?
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Stacey hands himthe flyer.

STACEY
It’s a flyer about the
Fat her / Daught er dance at ny school .
It only cost $5.00. Can we go?

M chael takes the flyer, balls it up, and throws it on the
floor.

M chael stares at the TV screen

M CHAEL
I don’t have tine for no ness |ike
a father/daughter dance. | have
better things to do with ny tine
and noney.

STACEY
I can wear one of ny old dresses
that | have al ready have. Ms. Mary
can do ny hair at her house.

Stacey grabs the renote and turns the television off.

STACEY (CONT’ D)
Daddy, please, | want to dress up
and be beautiful just like the
other girls.

M chael junps out of his seat.

M CHAEL
Beautiful! Did you say beautiful?
You actual ly think that you could
ever be beautiful? You think that
if Ms. Mary put a few curls in
your hair that you' |l be beautiful?

M chael LAUGHS.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
Honey, M's. Mary can’'t work
mracles and that is what it wll
take to make you beautiful.

REBECCA
M chael , that’s enough! She just
wants you to go to the dance like
any daughter would want a father to
do. There’'s no reason to put her
down for it. She loves you, that’s
why she’s asking. Have a heart.
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Stacey CRIES and stares at M chael.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
Now go on and get out of here and
| eave nme al one.

Stacey runs away. Rebecca foll ows.

I NT. FRONT ENTRANCE - DAY
Stacey gets her purse, opens the door. Rebecca turns to her.

REBECCA
Where are you goi ng?

STACEY
G andma Mattie's. Maybe I’ get
nore people on ny side there.

REBECCA
I am on your side.

STACEY
| don’t think so. You |let himcal
me down.

REBECCA
| defended you, Stacey, as best |
coul d.

STACEY
You shoul d have just left himlong
ago. 1’'m | eaving.

REBECCA
Prom se nme you won't run away.

| ove you. | don’'t know what 1’d do
wi t hout ny baby girl.

Stacey runs out the front door. Rebecca |ooks after her.
I NT. GRANDMA MATTIE S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY
Stacey enters, turns to Grandma Mattie.
St acey CRI ES.
GRANDVA MATTI E

Stacey? What’'s the matter, child?
I's everything okay?



STACEY
Grandma Mattie, why doesn’t ny
daddy | ove nme? What did I do wong
for himnot to | ove ne?

GRANDMA MATTI E
Don’t think for one mnute that you
have done anythi ng w ong.

STACEY
All | ever wanted was for himto
| ove ne.

GRANDVA MATTI E
Baby, people show their love in
di fferent ways. | know that you may
think differently, but in his own
way | believe your daddy |oves you.

STACEY
He sure has a funny way of show ng
it. Ho won’t even take ne to the
Fat her/ Daught er dance.

GRAND MATTI E
That’s not right of himto do that,
Stacey, but hang on. One day he’s
going to see the light.

STACEY
The way he treats ne, he mght as
wel | be a stranger.

GRANDVA MATTI E
Don’t you dare that say. You don’t
think like that.

STACEY
But Grandnm.

GRANDVA MATTI E
Now no matter what he does or does
not do, he is still your daddy. You
have to show himrespect. Pray to
the Lord about it. He knows how to
work it out.

STACEY
G andma Mattie, | don’t know if
prayer will help ny daddy.

29.
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GRANDVA MATTI E

Baby, it mght be i
you and nme, but w't
are possible. You |j
bel i eving and prayi
work it out.

St acey cal ns down.

I NT. SCHOOL - CLASSROOM - DAY

npossi ble with

h God all things
ust keep

ng. God will

MELANI E, 16, REG NA, 16, and STEPHANI E, 16, tal k about the

dance.

MELANI E

(very proper voice)
Father and | are going to the

Uni que Bouti que on
to sel ect what we'r
for the dance.

REG NA
My nmother’s going t
dress from Spencer’

Madi son Avenue
e going to wear

o order nme a
s cat al ogue.

STEPHANI E
Last year ny grandnot her bought ne
a dress for $500.00. | was the
cool est chick on the dance fl oor

They al | LAUGH.

Stacey is seated in the next
standi ng. They turn to Stacey

MELANI E

row from where they are

Stacey where are you going to get

your dress?

STEPHANI E

(sni ckers)

| hear there’s a Good WIIl store on

Par k Avenue.

REG NA
(sarcastic)

One of the requirenents for the
Fat her/ Daughter dance is to

actually have a fat
t hat nost of her Ki

her. W all know
nd don’t have

their fathers in their lives. They
are either locked up in prison or
strung out on drugs.
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Stacey gives all three girls a nmean | ook. Ms. Canpbell
enters.

MRS. CAMPBELL
Take your seats now, class.

The students sit down.

MRS. CAMPBELL
As you know I am the coordi nator
for the Father/Daughter dance this
year. This year | want to do a
speci al project, so | need each
girl to bring ne a picture from
hone of you and your dad.

The girls start munbling anong thensel ves about what picture
they will bring.

MRS. CAVPBELL ( CONT’ D)
Now by a show of hands, who is
pl anning to attend the dance and
who can bring a picture by Friday?

Every girl raises her hand except Stacey. Ms. Canpbell
counts the hands.

MRS. CAVPBELL ( CONT’ D)
kay that’s 1, 2, 3, 4,
56...... 10. Stacey, why didn’t you
rai se your hand?

Stacey | ooks at Mel anie, Regina, and Stephanie.

STACEY
I’mnot comng and | don’'t have a
picture of me and ny daddy.

Regi na, Mel anie and Stephani e LAUGH.

STEPHANI E
The only picture that she has is
his nmug shot.

The class LAUGHS. Stacey gets out of her seat and pushes
St ephani e on the ground.

MRS. CAMPBELL
Al right girls, that's enough. |
will not tolerate this kind of
behavi or in ny cl ass.

( MORE)
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MRS. CAMPBELL(cont' d)

Stephanie, | would |ike you to stay
after school every day this week to
take an anti-bullying class.

St acey, you shoul dn’t have pushed

St ephani e.

STACEY
She shoul dn’'t have said what she
sai d.

MRS. CAMPBELL
I nstead of sending you to the
office, I amgoing to handle this
nmyself. You will serve on set up
and the clean up commttee at the
dance.

Stacey sits in her desk. MARCUS, 15, a tall black nmale with
an evil streak, leans up in his desk.

MARCUS
What’ s the matter, your pops is not
going to take you to the dance?

Stacey rolls her eyes at Marcus. Ms. Canpbell starts class.

MRS. CAMPBELL
Today we will begin class with our
witing assignnent. You are to
wite in your journal notebooks on
the topic “If | could have anything
in the world, it would be”. You may
begi n.

Some of the students wite while others ponder what to wite.
Stacey is one of the students who wites.

LATER
M's. Canpbell turns to the class.

MRS. CAVPBELL ( CONT’ D)
Who will volunteer to go first?

There is conpl ete silence.
MRS. CAVPBELL ( CONT’ D)
(sarcastic)
Now don’t you all volunteer at one
tinme.

There is still conplete silence.



MRS. CAVPBELL ( CONT’ D)
kay. Stacey why don’t you go
first?

STACEY
(sweaty hands, knees
knocki ng, voi ce shaking )
If I could be....I nean if | could
have.

Stacey swall ows and takes a deep breath.

STACEY (CONT’ D)
If I could have anything in the
world it would be a father who
woul d | ove me. He woul d be proud of
me and woul d spend time with ne. He
would listen to me and woul d think
that | was special and beautiful.
Everyday | would feel his |ove
unconditionally. Wth ny daddy’s
| ove and support, | would
acconplishnent all of ny dreans.

Marcus whi spers in Stacey’ s ear

MARCUS
Your daddy don’t |ove you and you
can’t make him

MRS. CAMPBELL
(synpat heti c)
Mar cus, enough!

Ms. Canpbell puts her armon Stacey’s shoul der.

MRS. CAMPBELL
Sweet heart, that was beautiful. |
t hi nk you should enter the FS
Publ i shing witing conpetition

Marcus whi spers in Stacey’ s ear

MARCUS
Don’t nobody want to be seen with a
fat pig, not even your daddy.

STACEY
Shut up!

Marcus LAUGHS to hinself. Carl sits across from him

33.



CARL
Come on man! G ve Stacey a break.

MARCUS
What, are you taking up for her
now? | didn't know that porky pig
is your girlfriend.

CARL
Man, | amjust saying don’t give
her a hard time.

MARCUS
Hey man | hear you. | was just

joking with her. But if you do Iike
her, you better be careful because
if she gets too hungry she just
mght try to eat you

MRS. CAMPBELL
Marcus, go to the principal’s
of fi ce--now

Marcus gets up and | eaves the room Ms. Canpbell

the class with formns.

MRS. CAMPBELL
Now t hese are your perm ssion forns
to enter the witing conpetition.
You' Il need your nom and dad to
si gn.

STACEY
Wiy do we need perm ssion?

MRS. CAMPBELL
Some parents don’t want their
children doing extra-curricular
t hi ngs because it takes up a | ot of
time that could be spent on
homewor k. | want to make sure they
approve.

Stacey takes a form gulps in fear.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

34.

turns to

Rebecca peel s potatoes. Stacey enters with the perm ssion

form



STUDY
M chael

M chael

M chael
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STACEY
Mom wll you give ne perm ssion to
enter the witing conpetition?

It’Il take extra tine to do it.
REBECCA
Sure | will. You can handle it. But

your dad has the final say. He's
wor ki ng in his study.

cal cul ates inconme and expenses, |ooks frustrated.

STACEY
Sorry to bother you, Daddy.

doesn’t | ook up.

M CHAEL
VWhat is it now?

STACEY
| need permission to enter the
witing conpetition.

M CHAEL
No way. You have to concentrate on
your school work. | don’t want ny

daughter to flunk out for a silly
writing conpetition.

STACEY
But it’s ny passion, |ike nunbers
are your passion.
| ooks up.
STACEY
Pl ease, daddy, | promise I'll wn.

"1l make you proud of ne. |'11
stand in front of the whole school
at graduation and recite ny w nning
essay.

M CHAEL
Mm Well, you sure you gonna do
it? | don't want nothing to do with
a |l oser.

STACEY
I"’msure, Daddy. 1’1 wn.
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M CHAEL
Better win, or else | won't want to
see your face again.

STACEY
Thanks Daddy!

Stacey tries to hug M chael, but M chael turns away.

I NT. STACEY' S BEDROOM - DAY
Stacey wites.

STACEY (V.Q.)
Wth nmy daddy’s | ove and support, |
can acconplish all ny dreans.

I NT. CLASSROOM - DAY
Al one, Ms. Canpbell reads Stacey' s entry.

MRS. CAMPBELL (V.Q)
Hs love for ne would help ne
overcone the toughest obstacles,
conquer nmy worst fears, and clinb
to the pinnacle of success. Because
ny daddy | oves ne, | can do
anyt hi ng.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY - LATER
Stacey and the rest of the students are seated. Ms. Canpbell
hands them back their conpetition entries. She hands Stacey’s

paper to her.

MRS. CAMPBELL
Good job, Stacey.

St acey | ooks at her paper.

| NSERT PAPER AT THE TOP OF THE PAPER | S A B GRADE.
BACK TO SCENE

Stacey | ooks gl um

M's. Canpbell turns to the students.
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MRS. CAMPBELL
Now this is just the first round.
W have two nore rounds to go. The
person who gets the highest total
overall score w ns.

Marcus turns to Stacey, reads her grade.

MARCUS
B! Ha ha. | got a B+.
STACEY
No way.
MARCUS
Yep. | ma better witer than you,
fatty.
HALLWAY
Carl turns to Stacey.
CARL

Stacey, you did great.

STACEY
My father s going to kill nme.

CARL
If he puts you down, cone to ne.
| "myour friend.

Stacey | ooks glumat Carl.

EXT. ALEXANDER HOVE - BACKYARD - DAY

M chael sits at a table with a beer. Stacey approaches
M chael , hands hi m her conpetition paper.

STACEY
Dad, here' s what | got on the first
round of the conpetition

M chael | ooks at the paper, rage rising inside him

M CHAEL
Are you kidding ne--a B? Youre a
stupid loser! | said the only way

| "d let you enter is if you win
this conpetition!



STACEY
But this is only the first round.
| "ve got two nore rounds.

M CHAEL
You ain't gonna get no nore rounds.
That s the end of it. You re going
to concentrate on your school work
fromnow on, got it?

Rebecca enters, overhears.

STACEY
But this is what | want to do.

M CHAEL
Awiter? | had friends who were
witers. They re living in the
slums right now. No noney, no
famly, no hope. You wanna be that
way? | don't think so. Now go to
your room and do your homewor k.

Stacey wal ks away glumy. Rebecca approaches M chael .

REBECCA
You shouldn't have been so hard. If
this is what the girl wants to do,
et her. There s only two nore
rounds left. What can it hurt?

M CHAEL
She' s not gonna enbarrass ne.

REBECCA
So | guess you won't allow her the
chance to be happy.

M CHAEL
Happi ness is found in maki ng enough
noney to support yourself and your
famly

REBECCA
But she's just a kid. This is an
i nportant phase of her life. She
needs to express herself. Try to be
nor e under st andi ng.

M CHAEL
I was. | gave her the chance. She
blewit. It s over.
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M chael | eaves, |eaving Rebecca standing there | ooking sad.
I NT. WEST BOW H GH SCHOOL - CLASSROOM - DAY

The school bell rings. Ms. Canpbell passes out a sheet of
paper to each student.

MRS. CAMPBELL
This is a handout with the
instructions for your next
assignment. This is very inportant
part of your grade, so take it
seriously.

Al'l the students | ook at their papers.

MARCUS
What ? An interview. \Wo do you
expect nme to interview, Ms.
Canpbel | ?

MRS. CAMPBELL
| amleaving that up to you
Marcus. Your assignnent is to
i nterview a successful entrepreneur
in our community. Find out how they
becane successful. Wy they decided
to go into the business that they
are in.

MARCUS
Sounds like a | ot of work.

MRS. CAMPBELL
Be prepared to nake an ora
presentation.

The whol e class SIGHS. Stacey turns to Carl.

STACEY
| don't want to do an interview

CARL
Come on, Stacey. Just because you
didn't win round 1 doesn't mean you
shoul d give up totally. Think of
sonmeone whose job you admre. Then
you Il be glad to interview him

St acey ponders.



40.

I NT. GRANDVA MATTIE'S HOUSE - FRONT DOCR - DAY

Grandma Mattie greets Stacey and Rebecca with a big smle on
her face.

GRANDVA MATTI E
Come on in here, so good to see you
all.

REBECCA
Hey mama how have you been? You got
it snelling good in here as al ways.

STACEY
(smling)
Hey Grandma Mattie.

G andma Mattie kisses Stacey.

GRANDVA MATTI E
Hey baby.

The doorbell RINGS. OQher famly nmenbers and people fromthe
nei ghbor hood cone including Ms. Bertha, and Grandma Mattie's
daughter, Trella.

GRANDVA MATTI E ( CONT’ D)
You all cone in and have a seat.

M5. BERTHA
(sout hern ol d fashi oned
di al ect)
Lawd Mattie. You cooked for an
army. | sure hope you cooked sone

of those good ole collard greens.

GRANDMVA MATTI E
You know | got sone collards and
nmust ards t oo.

Ms. Bertha CHUCKLES.

M5. BERTHA
| can’t hardly wait to eat them

GRANDVA MATTI E

W will be eating after a while,
just hold on.

LI VI NG ROOM

Everybody sits in the living room Gandma Mattie pulls
Stacey to one side to talk to her.
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GRANDVA MATTI E ( CONT’ D)
I want to talk to you. Now | heard
about what happened with the
writing conmpetition. Your dad
didn't let you go on.

G andma Mattie hugs Stacey.

GRANDVA NMATTI E ( CONT’ D)
You are special in the eyesight of
God and that’s all that matters.
Don’t you worry about what he says
about you. One day God is going to
use you in a mghty special way.

Stacey smles at Gandna Matti e.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Trella, Rebecca s sister, turns to Rebecca. Stacey stands
behi nd t he door eavesdropping on their conversation.

TRELLA
Hey sis! Guess who | saw the other
day?

REBECCA
Who?

TRELLA
Your old squeeze, Frank Sinmons.

REBECCA
Oh really.

TRELLA
Yes girl and he is | ooking fine as
ever with those tight abs. | know
that you hate you let that get
away.

REBECCA
Trella, don’'t you start nothing
NOW.

TRELLA
| don’t nean to start no trouble
girl. I amjust saying Bro. Frank

i s looking good and he is doing
good for hinself too.



REBECCA
Yes, | heard he owns a publishing
conpany.

TRELLA

Wl |l for what | hear he owns
several publishing conpanies.

REBECCA
He al ways wanted to be his own boss
so he could be the one who calls
t he shots.

TRELLA
Renenber how he used to say that if
you two ever got married that you
all woul d have a house full of
chil dren? He | oves chil dren.

REBECCA
Yes | remenber himsaying that. He
| oved children and children | oved
him He's a good man. Mst nen
woul d tal k about havi ng sons, but
he al ways tal ked about how he
wanted to have a daughter.

TRELLA
Yeah, he al ways tal ked about how he
woul d treat his daughter like a
princess. She would be the apple of
his eye. He was crazy about you
too. He would do anything in the
worl d for you.

REBECCA
I had hi mwapped around ny little
finger. Until | pushed himto get
marri ed.

TRELLA

He wasn't established yet.

REBECCA
But | had to get narried.

TRELLA
I know you did, child. He sure is a
lot different than M chael .

REBECCA
Don't start that Trell a.

42.
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TRELLA
Rebecca, you are a beautiful and
smart woman. But he acts |ike he
doesn’t appreciate you. He's
bl essed to have you and his Stacey,
but he’s too selfish to realize it.
It’s always all about him

REBECCA
Wait a mnute. That’s my husband
you’' re tal ki ng about.

TRELLA
| know. | amsorry, girl. But you
know for yourself that the things
that he does is just not right. Wy
isn’t he taking Stacey to the
Fat her/ Daught er dance? | bet Frank
woul d take her.

REBECCA
That’ s enough now. Frank is not her
daddy, M chael is. Listen, | know

that you nean well, but Mchael is
not all that bad. He'll cone
around. Just keeping praying for
hi m

ON STACEY

Stacey gets her cell phone and | ooks up M. Frank Simmons’
addr ess.

I NSERT: CELL PHONE SCREEN. FRANK, OWNER OF FS PUBLI SHI NG
CORPORATI ON.

St acey gasps.
STACEY
Wowi
EXT. FS PUBLI SHI NG CORPORATI ON - DAY

Stacey wal ks up to the high office tower. A doorman opens the
of fice door for her.

STACEY
Thank you.

The door man nods.
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I NT. FS PUBLI SHI NG CORPORATI ON - LOBBY - DAY

St acey approaches the security desk. The GUARD sits at the
desk.

GUARD
Is there sonething I can help you
with?

STACEY

I’m | ooking for a man by the nane
of Frank Simmons.

GUARD
M. Sinmmons is awmfully busy. Can
hel p you with sonethi ng? Do you
want to submit a manuscript?

STACEY
No sir! | didn't cone to do that. |
just need to talk to M. Frank
Si nrmons.

GUARD

Well alright then. Let ne go and
see if heis in his office. Wiat is
your nane?

STACEY
My name is Stacey. Stacey
Al exander .

GUARD

kay. Ms. Stacey Al exander, you
wai t right here.

The Guard gets on the intercom
| NTERCUT: FRANK/ GUARD

GUARD
M. Simmons, there’s soneone here
to see you.

FRANK
I"’m busy. Who is it?

GUARD
St acey Al exander. She’s about 16
years ol d.



FRANK
Send her in.

BACK TO SCENE
The Guard turns to Stacey.
GUARD

He will see you now. 4th fl oor.

STACEY
G eat!

Stacey runs toward the el evator.

I NT. FRANK' S CFFI CE - DAY
Frank works at his desk. Stacey enters.
STACEY
(voi ce shakes)
Hello sir.
Frank reaches to shake her hand.

FRANK

| heard that you wanted to talk to

me. What can | do for you?

STACEY

I have an assignnent to interview a
successful business person, and |

chose you.

FRANK
That’s m ghty nice of you. But

curious, why did you choose ne? Do

you know ne?

STACEY
No sir, | don’'t know you. But
Aunt Trella and my nom do.

FRANK

Your mon? Who exactly is your nonf

STACEY

Rebecca Al exander. She used to be

Rebecca M1 I s.

Frank sm | es.

45.



FRANK
You are Rebecca MI1’s daughter?

STACEY
Yes sir.

Frank gul ps, stares at Stacey, realizes he has his own
daughter in front of him He regains his conposure.

FRANK
So how is your nmom doi ng? | haven’'t
seen her in years. She was al ways a
fine woman.

Frank | ooks enbarrassed.

FRANK ( CONT’ D)
I nean fine as in a good wonan.

St acey LAUGHS.

STACEY
My nomis doing fine. Can | do the
interview with you?

FRANK
Sure! Sure! | will be honored to
spend sone tine with you

STACEY
Thank you and | prom se not to take
too nuch of your tine.

FRANK
Not a problemat all. Fire away
with the questions.

STACEY
kay, how I ong have you been in
busi ness? What made you decide to
go into business for yourself? Do
you make a | ot of noney? Do you
i ke children?

Frank sighs.

FRANK
Wait! Hold on a minute. You're
asking nme too nmany questions at one
time. Now |’ ve been in business for

12 years. | took over this business
when M. Thomas deci ded he want ed
to sell it.

( MORE)
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FRANK( cont ' d)

It was a good opportunity so | took
advant age of it.

Frank catches his breath.

Stacey sm |

FRANK ( CONT’ D)
Now it depends on what you call a
| ot of noney, but | guess | do
pretty good for nyself. And yes, |
do li ke children. Whew

es. She continues with the questions.

STACEY
Have you ever had a first |ove? Do
you ever wi sh that you had a
daught er ?

FRANK
Come on now, these questions seem a
little on the personal side. |
t hought you were supposed to ask
guesti ons about ny business.

STACEY
I"’msorry. | didn't nean to get too
per sonal

FRANK

kay it’s ny turn now. Do you like
school ? Do you nmake all A s? Do you
like going to the mall? What kind
of things do you like to do in your
free tine?

STACEY
Soneti mes! No! O course! And
love to wite.

FRANK
Ww You are good! Tell me what do
you like to wite about?

STACEY
I like to wite about everything. |
keep a journal and I wite about
whatever is on ny mnd. One day |
want to wite ny very own book

FRANK
Ww Witing your own book! 1’ m
i npressed! That sounds great!
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STACEY
My dad doesn’t think so.

FRANK
Way woul dn’ t your dad think that
woul d be a good idea?

STACEY
My dad said that |I’m not smart
enough and that it takes specia
people to wite a book.

FRANK
He's right!

St acey | ooks puzzl ed.

FRANK ( CONT’ D)
It takes special people to wite
books. You are a special person.
You rem nd ne of ny successful
witers.

STACEY
Thank you, M. Simons.

FRANK
| believe that you can do anything
you set your m nd too.

STACEY
You sure do sound a |lot different
t han ny dad.

FRANK
I think you're a very special and
bri ght young | ady who has a very
prom sing future.

STACEY
Now that really doesn’t sound |ike
nmy dad. He thinks | don’t have a
bright future.

FRANK
I’ m sure he believes in you.

STACEY
He never wants to spend time with
me. We don’t have any speci al
f at her/ daughter nenories. The | ast
thing that ny dad wants to do is
create a special nmenory with ne.
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FRANK
That’ s unfortunate because he’s
m ssing out on getting to know a
beautiful young lady. It’s hard to
bel i eve any father in his right
m nd woul d not | ove to have a
daughter |ike you.

Stacey smles fromear to ear.

STACEY
Thank you, M. Simons.

FRANK
No need to thank nme. Just | ook at
that snile

St acey bl ushes.

STACEY
Well 1 guess |I’ve taken up enough
of your tine. Thanks for the

i nterview
Stacey wal ks toward the door.

FRANK
Hey not so fast. As you can see
coul d use sone hel p around here.
How woul d you |ike to conme by here
tonorrow and hel p nme out?

STACEY
I would | ove that.
FRANK
Maybe you can organi ze sone of this

paper wor k.

Frank picks up the papers on his desk and throws themin a
bi n.

STACEY
Sure | would | ove that!

FRANK
"1l pay you, and 1’1l read your
first manuscript and consider it
for publication.

STACEY
Wowl



They both smle at each other.
I NT. FRANK OFFI CE - DAY
St acey organi zes papers in the office. Frank enters.

FRANK
Www | can finally see ny desk. |
am i npr essed!

Stacey has a sad | ook on her face.

FRANK ( CONT’ D)
What’'s the matter, Stacey?

STACEY
Not hi ng.

FRANK
Come on, Stacey, there has to be
sonet hi ng wr ong.

STACEY
W' re having a father/daughter
dance at school and ny friends are
going. | really want to go, but I
don’t have anyone to take ne.

FRANK
Your dad's not going to take you?

STACEY
He says he can’'t afford it, but I
think that he s too enbarrassed to
be seen with ne.

FRANK
| msure that s not the case. He' s
probably just tied up with
sonet hi ng.

STACEY
You re acting like my nom now.
She' s al ways taking up for ny dad.
The truth is he s not taking ne
because he doesn’t want too.

FRANK
| see.
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STACEY
And to make things worse, | got in
trouble in Ms. Canpbell’s class
and she said that | had to cone and
work on the set up and cl eaning
comm ttee as ny puni shnent.

FRANK
Maybe it won’'t be so bad.

STACEY
I don’t see what good can come out
of this.

FRANK

God has a way of working things for
t he good, for those who | ove H m

STACEY
| "ve gotta go. See you, M.
Si nmons.
St acey | eaves.
RECEPTI ON AREA
Frank turns to his Receptionist.
FRANK
Hold ny calls for the rest of the
day.
The Receptioni st nods.

Frank | eaves.

I NT. ALEXANDER HOME - KITCHEN - DAY
Rebecca | ooks in the mrror, puts on lipstick, SIGHS

REBECCA
You're getting old, girl.

Frank enters. Rebecca turns around. They stare at each ot her,
t he past flashing through their m nds for one brief noment,
but then reality sets in.

FRANK
Rebecca.

REBECCA
Frank, what brings you here?



FRANK
Your daughter came to interview ne
for a school project.

REBECCA
How d she find out about you?

FRANK
| don't know, but she wants soneone
to take her to the father-daughter
dance.

REBECCA
Oh, that. She doesn't need to go to
t hat .

FRANK
Way doesn’t M chael take her?

REBECCA
He’s got a business trip that
eveni ng.

FRANK
Oh--1'"d like to ask to take her.

REBECCA
You? You don't want to do that.

FRANK
Way not? She's a wonderful girl.

REBECCA
M chael wouldn’t like it. She's his
daught er.

FRANK
She’ s begging me to take her. She’'s
a good kid. It’s only this one
time. It would nean so nuch to her

REBECCA
I know it would, but you don’t know
her father. He'd kill ne.

FRANK
No one has to know.

REBECCA
Al'l right, Frank, but please don't
tell Mchael.
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FRANK
Prom se. Thank you Rebecca.

Frank turns toward the door.

REBECCA
Nice to see you again, Frank

Frank pauses, then | eaves.
Rebecca props hersel f against the sink.
POV REBECCA

Through the wi ndow, Rebecca watches Frank get in his car and
drive away.

I NT. BALLROOM - NI GHT

Stacey puts plates on the tables in the ballroomat the
Fat her/ Daught er dance. Frank enters.

STACEY
(surprised)
Hey M. Simons, what are you doing
her e?

FRANK
| "'mhere for the father/daughter
dance. WII you please be ny
escort?

Frank hands a garnent bag to Stacey, flabbergasted.

STACEY
What do you nmean?

FRANK ( CONT’ D)
Just what | said. I'"mtaking you to
t he dance. Now go try this on. The
| ady at Uni que Bouti que Fashi on
Shop hel ped ne pick this out. |
hope you like it.

Stacey goes away to try on the dress.
LATER

Stacey enters the ballroomw th a beautiful orange sequin
dress with rhinestones, and gold shoes.
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FRANK ( CONT’ D)
Absol utely beautiful. You | ook just
i ke a princess.

Stacey smles fromear to ear.

STACEY
| feel Iike a princess.

The PHOTOGRAPHER wal ks up.

PHOTOGRAPHER
Excuse nme sir, may | take a picture
of you and your daughter?

FRANK
Sur e!

The Phot ographer takes a picture of them Stacey turns to
Fr ank.

STACEY
Not that | mnd, but why didn't you
tell himl mnot your daughter?

FRANK
Do you think I "'mgoing to di sown
t he nost beautiful young | ady at
this dance? May | have this dance?

Stacey smles and holds her hand out. Frank grabs her hand.
They sl ow dance together. The Phot ographer takes nore
pictures of the two of them

STACEY
| really want to thank you, M.
Simons. You didn't have to do this
for ne.

FRANK
It’s my honor, Stacey.

Frank and Stacey resunme danci ng.

EXT. ALEXANDER HOVE - FRONT ENTRANCE - NI GHT

Frank wal ks Stacey to the entrance. Stacey hol ds a bouquet of
fl owers.

STACEY
Thanks for taking me, M. Sinmmons.
And thanks for the fl owers.
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FRANK
The pleasure’s all mne, Stacey.

Rebecca awaits at the doorstep.

REBECCA
Stacey, get in here now Your
father just went to bed and I don’t
want to wake him He was asking
where you were, and | had to tel
hi m you sl ept over at Tory’ s house.
He wasn’t too pleased, but | told
hi myou d do extra chores tonorrow
to nmake up for it.

STACEY
Thanks Mom

FRANK
| best be on ny way.

STACEY
Maybe 1’1l see you again one day,
M. Si nmmons.
Frank | ooks at Rebecca, who | ooks worri ed.

FRANK
You have a good ni ght, Stacey.

Frank gets in his car and | eaves.
Stacey and Rebecca wal k in the house.
I NT. FAMLY ROOM - DAY

The tel ephone rings. Mchael sits in a recliner reading the
paper. Rebecca answers the phone.

REBECCA
Hell 0? On, hi Trella.
pause)
Oh, no! 1711 be there right away.

Rebecca hangs up the phone and turns to M chael .

REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
Mama is in the hospital. The
doctors think she's had a stroke.

M CHAEL
That's too bad.



REBECCA
The doctors say that it doesn't
| ook good.

M CHAEL

That's too bad.

REBECCA
Is that all you have to say?

M CHAEL
What nore do you want? | said
“that’s too bad.”

REBECCA
Wl |l can you at |least pray with nme?
M CHAEL
| don't pray for anyone. Wy start
now?
REBECCA

You m ght not have prayed for her,
but she sure has prayed for you

Stacey enters the room

REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
Grandma Matti e had a stroke.

STACEY
I s she okay?
REBECCA
The doctors say that it doesn't

| ook good.
Stacey bursts out into tears.

STACEY
Oh mama what are we going to do? W
can’'t nmake it wthout G andma
Matti e.

Rebecca grabs Stacey.

REBECCA
Don’t even think about |osing her.
Now we are going to do what we
al ways do... pray. God is the only
one who can hel p any of us.
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Rebecca grabs her coat and purse and wal ks toward the door.
M chael junps up.

M CHAEL
Where do you think you are going?
REBECCA
| "'mgoing to take care of ny mana.
M CHAEL
What about ne?
REBECCA
What about you?
M CHAEL
I need you to take care of ne
first. | ve been working all day
and | need ny supper.
REBECCA
M chael , mama needs ne.
M CHAEL
I need you too. You know that I
haven't been feeling well lately

ei t her.

M chael fakes coughi ng.

REBECCA
| need to be there with nmy mamma,
now.

M CHAEL

Wiy are you al ways the one that
your famly calls when sonething
goes wong? You are not God!

REBECCA
My famly needs ne.

M CHAEL
You don’t have to be at the
hospital. That s what the doctors
are for. The last tine | checked
you were not a doctor.

REBECCA
(stern voice)
I need to go and see about ny nmana.
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M CHAEL
You are a church goi ng wonman. You
shoul d be able to pray from
anywher e.

REBECCA
M chael, don’t make this hard for
me. It’s already hard enough.

M CHAEL
(sarcastic)
| thought you said that it doesn't
matter where you are when you pray,
that God can still hear you.

REBECCA
He can M chael!

M CHAEL
Wl | why do you need to go to the
hospital ? Just say a prayer from
hone.

M chael bursts out into a high pitched sarcastic |augh.

STACEY
Daddy, we need to go and check on
G andnma Mattie. Please |let us go.

M CHAEL
Your manma can go but you stay here
and fix me sonmething to eat.

STACEY
Daddy, please don’t make ne stay. |
want to see Grandna Mattie too.
What if something happens to her
and | "mnot there? She needs ne.

M chael | ooks adanmant.
I NT. KITCHEN - DAY
Stacey prepares Mchael’s food. M chael snaps his fingers.
M CHAEL
What’ s taking you so |long? Hurry up
and bring ne ny food.

Stacey brings hima bow of soup and crackers. M chael tastes
t he soup, then spits it out.
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M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
What’'s the matter with you? This
food is too salty. You did this on
purpose. You re trying to kill me;
you know that | can’t have salt.

Stacey wal ks off smling.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - GRANDVA MATTIE'S ROOM - DAY

Rebecca enters. Trella, Ms. Bertha, and other friends
surround Grandma Mattie. Gandma Mattie is hooked up to the
br eat hi ng machi ne. Tubes are in her nose and nout h.

REBECCA

Lord, look at ny poor mama. Pl ease
have nercy on her.

DR. RI CHARDSON, 50" s, wal ks in.

DR RI CHARDSON
| need to talk to you about your
mamna.

VWAl TI NG ROOOM
Dr. R chardson turns to Rebecca, Trella and Ms. Bertha.

DR. Rl CHARDSON ( CONT’ D)
W' re doing all we can do to help
your manma. But | have to be honest,
there is too nuch swelling around
her brain.

REBECCA
Thank you Dr. Richardson, but we
are going to keep praying. God is
in control and he has the final
say.

GRANDVA MATTI E'S ROOM

Rebecca, Trella, Ms. Bertha and Ms. Gertrude surround G andma
Mattie’'s bed and CRY.

REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
We're not going to handle this
situation this way. Now get
your sel ves together. Stop your
crying; it’'s praying tinme.

They all join hands together. Rebecca | eads themin prayer.
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REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
Heavenly Father, we cone to you in
t he hunbl est way we know how. W
cone thanking you for your
goodness. W are calling on you,
Jehovah Rapha, our healer. W ask
that you let your will be done in
manma’'s life. Let your will be done.

Tears fl ow down the wonen's faces.
| NT. CHURCH - DAY

Grandma Mattie is in her casket in the front of the church.
There are not many people seated in the church. Stacey and
Rebecca enter.

STACEY
Mame, why are there so many enpty
seats? \Were are all the people?

REBECCA
| don’t know, honey.

STACEY
| renenber how when Grandnma Mattie
threw a di nner, everyone woul d show
up to eat. And when she’d donate
food and clothing to the shelter,
everyone would line up to get sone.

The famly sits together. Stacey |ooks at the flowers.

STACEY
Look at all the flowers. | bet
there are twice as many flowers as
t here are people.

REBECCA
At | east they sent flowers.

STACEY
| guess the flowers are fromthe
peopl e who didn’t think enough of
her to conme and pay their respects.

Stacey turns around and | ooks at all the enpty seats.

STACEY ( CONT' D)
After all that she did for other
people, this is all the respect she
gets.

( MORE)
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STACEY(cont ' d)

| bet half the people here just
came to be spectators and get a
good neal .

St acey overhears MS. GERTRUDE, 50’s, the gossip, talking to
anot her lady at the funeral.

M5. GERTRUDE
They sure did a good job on her.
She | ooks just |ike herself.

STACEY
Wl |l who is she supposed to | ook
like?

The funeral service begins.
ALTAR
Rev. Sm th speaks.

REV. SM TH
W are here to celebrate the life
and | egacy of Mattie MIIls. She
showed | ove to everyone she net.
She didn’t mind giving. If you
needed it and she had it, she would
give it to you. That was the kind
of person she was. She was a true
Chri sti an.

AUDI ENCE

Stacey | ooks at the enpty seats and all the flowers. She
turns to her nom

STACEY
If this is what Christian |ove
| ooks like, I don’t want any part

of being a Christian.
St acey | ooks angry.
EXT. BURIAL SITE - DAY

Stacey sees her UNCLE JIM 40’s, a philandering drunk who
attenpts to be upstanding, smling at her. He approaches her.
Uncle Jimpretends to be synpathetic.

UNCLE JI M
I know how cl ose you were to your
grandma. | know that you re sad
about losing her. I mhere to help
you work through this.
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STACEY
I don't know if I Il ever get past
this.

UNCLE JI M

It’s going to be hard, but you can
make it. But not alone. That’s why
| " m here.

He reaches out and puts his arm around her shoul der.

UNCLE JI M
| see your daddy isn't even here to
confort you. That’s why | m here.

St acey | ooks surprised.

UNCLE JI M
If there s anything you need, just
| et me know and your Uncle Jimis
going to get it for you.

Uncle Jimpats Stacey s shoul der. Stacey is conforted.

I NT. BASKETBALL COURT - EVEN NG
Stacey, Uncle Jimand Aunt Trella watch the basketball gane.

UNCLE JI M ( CONT’ D)
Your daddy ever brought you to a
basket bal | gane?

STACEY
No sir!

UNCLE JI M
That’ s a shame. But you see what |
did for you? I brought you to a
basketbal | game. Don’t you forget
t hat .

STACEY
Yes sir!

UNCLE JI M
What’'s with the no sir and yes sir.
You don’t have to say that. You re
maki ng nme feel old.

STACEY
Okay sir, sorry sir.
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They bot h LAUGH.

UNCLE JI' M
Seriously, just relax. W' re going
to have a lot of fun together.
W Il do things that a father
should do with his daughter. Youl
like that, won’t you?

STACEY
Sure | will!

UNCLE JI M
Renmenber | told you that if there' s
anything you need, 1’1l get it for

you. You take care of nme and ||
t ake care of you.

Trella cuts in.

TRELLA
Al'l right Jinmmy, |eave the girl
alone and | et her enjoy the gane.

Uncle Jimputs his armaround Trella, kisses her cheek.
I NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Stacey, Uncle Jimand Trella sit at a table. Uncle Jimturns
to Stacey.

UNCLE JI M
Baby, what do you want to eat?

Trel l a responds.

TRELLA
How about a chicken sal ad?

UNCLE JI M
I was talking to Stacey. Wat do
you want to eat?

Trell a | ooks shocked.

STACEY
It doesn’t matter.

TRELLA
It doesn’t matter. You young people
get me with that “it doesn't
matter”. Can’'t you give a sinple
answer ?
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St acey LAUGHS.

UNCLE JI M
How about a burger? |’ m sure Stacey
woul d I ove a burger. Right Stacey?

STACEY
| guess so.

UNCLE JI M
See, | know ny baby girl.

Trella | ooks at her husband, but she does not say anyt hing.
I NT. ALEXANDER HOME - FRONT ENTRANCE - NI GHT
Uncl e Jimand Stacey enter. Rebecca greets them

UNCLE JI M
Wl |, Rebecca | brought your baby
hone to you safe and sound.

REBECCA
Thank you so nmuch. | appreciate you
and Trella spending tine with her.

UNCLE JI M
Not a problemat all. Ch, | just
remenbered Trella wanted nme to ask
if Stacey could babysit for us next
Wednesday.

REBECCA
You know I don’t mind. It Il give
her something to do. Maybe it ||
keep her mind off everything that s
been going on | ately.

UNCLE JI M
I"1'l let Trella know.

Uncle Jimsmles at Stacey.
UNCLE JI M ( CONT’ D)
Stacey, | hope you enjoyed tonight.
W' || see you next Wednesday.
Stacey smles at Uncle Jim

STACEY
Thanks Uncle Jim

Uncle Jimputs his hand on Stacey s shoul der.
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I NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

M's. Canpbell hands back the interview papers to the
students, including Stacey.

St acey | ooks at her paper.
| NSERT PAPER: AN A+ IS WRI TTEN AT THE TOP
Stacey shows it to Carl.

CARL
Great job, Stacey!

Mar cus swi pes the paper.
MARCUS
A+! You gonna give her an A+? |

only got a B+. This ain't fair,
Ms. Canpbell.

MRS. CAMPBELL
Stacey did a wonderful job.

Ms. Canpbell hands out the round 2 conpetition papers.

MRS. CAMPBELL
Now rai se your hand those who
entered the witing conpetition.
This is round 2.

Stacey hesitates. Carl nudges her.

CARL
You entered. Put up your hand.

St acey hesitates.
STACEY
But ny daddy said no. He said |
wasn't good enough.
CARL
Don't listen to him You can do it,
St acey.

Stacey puts up her hand. Ms. Canpbell hands her the paper.

I NT. STACEY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Stacey | ooks at her paper, wites.
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STACEY (V. Q.)
When people close to you die, it
makes you see that tine is |imted.
Finding love is even nore
i nportant. Some peopl e are not
nmeant to have fathers who | ove
them Some people have to find the
| ove they need out in the world, in
ot her people. Friends, famly, even
strangers, can fill the enptiness
in a person s heart.

I NT. UNCLE JIM S CAR - DAY

Jimand Stacey ride in his car.

UNCLE JI M

You | ook so beautiful today.
STACEY

Thank you.
UNCLE JI M

That bl ouse | ooks so good on you.
Wiere did you get it?

STACEY
(nervous)
| can’t renenber.

UNCLE JI M
I like how your clothes fit on you.
| really like to see you in jeans.

STACEY
Wiy are you saying this to ne?

Uncle Jimsmles.
UNCLE JI M
| "'mjust giving you a conplinent.
See, that’s the problem You re not
used to a man giving you a
conplinment. That’'s why you have ne.
Uncl e Ji m LAUGHS.
I NT. UNCLE JIM S HOUSE- DAY
Trella greets Jimand Stacey at the door.

TRELLA
Hey baby.
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UNCLE JI M

Hey baby.
TRELLA

Hey Stacey, how are you doi ng?
STACEY

(hesitatant)

I"’mfine, | guess, Aunt Trella.

TRELLA

You guess? Your uncle Jimhasn't

been
no m

aggravating you, has he? Pay
nd to him Stacey. He likes to

t ease, but he means nothing by it.

St acey | ooks at

Uncle Jim Trella turns to her husband and

gi ves hima hug.

TRELLA ( CONT’ D)

You have been behavi ng yoursel f,
haven't you?

Uncle Jimand Trel |l a LAUGH.

TRELLA ( CONT’ D)

Stacey, there's plenty of food in
the refrigerator. Just help
your sel f.

Yes,

Jim
your

STACEY
ma’ am

TRELLA
what tine do you have to be at
meeti ng?

UNCLE JI M

Il "'mgoing to get ready and head

out .
Jimgrabs Trel

[ wil

baby.

Trell a | eaves.

Cone

I won’t be around here | ong.
a and starts to caress her.
UNCLE JI M ( CONT’ D)
| see you later on tonight,
Jim| ooks out the wi ndow as she drives off.

UNCLE JI M ( CONT’ D)
here, Stacey.



STACEY
What do you want, Uncle Jinf

UNCLE JI M
Just relax, | just want to talk to
you.

STACEY

W don’t have anything to talk
about .

UNCLE JI M
W have plenty to tal k about.

He grabs her hand.

Uncl e Jimgrabs Stacey and drags her to the...

BEDROOM

UNCLE JI M ( CONT’ D)
Now you are going to act right,
aren’t you?

STACEY
What do you nean act right? Take ne
hone. | want to go hone.

UNCLE JI M

You ain’t going nowhere. Come on in
her e.

Uncl e Jimholds Stacey to his chest.

STACEY
Uncle Jim No! Please no!

UNCLE JI' M
Cone on now, act right.

STACEY
Uncle Jim please don't do this to
me. Wiy are you doing this?

UNCLE JI M
You owe nme. Al ny noney | spent on
you taking you to the basket bal
ganmes and out to dinner. You
t hought that | was spending tine
with you for nothing?

St acey CRI ES.

68.
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STACEY
Uncle Jim please! | thought you
cared about ne.

UNCLE JI M
Hush your nouth, girl. Don't you
want to see howit feels to be
| oved? Your daddy ain’t never
showed you no | ove.

STACEY
No!

Uncl e Jimgrabs Stacey, throws her on the bed. Stacey
scratches Uncle Jims face.

Just then, Jimand Trella s son, EMORY, 4, cones into the
room

EMORY
Daddy, what are you doi ng?

UNCLE JI M
Get out of here.

Stacey pushes Uncle Jimoff her onto the floor. Stacey runs
out the door and down the..

HALLWAY
Stacey runs toward the...
FRONT DOOR

Stacey runs out the door and onto the...

EXT. STREET - N GHT

Stacey runs as fast as she can, until she gets to a..

EXT. CONVEN ENCE STORE - N GHT

Stacey runs inside. The CLERK | ooks at her.

CLERK
What s happened, chil d?
STACEY
I was al nost raped. | need to cal

my nom



The O erk hands Stacey the phone. Shaking, Stacey calls
Rebecca.

| NTERCUT: STACEY/ REBECCA

STACEY
Mom nom
REBECCA
Hol d on, baby. Wat s wong?
STACEY
Uncle Jim Uncle Jim he tried to
rape ne...
St acey CRI ES.
REBECCA

(worried tone)
Oh ny God! Stacey please tell ne
it’s not so.

Stacey continues to CRY.

INT. MCHAEL"S CAR - NI GHT
M chael drives, turns to Rebecca.

M CHAEL
I don’t believe her. She's just
maki ng all this up.

REBECCA
| believe her. She wouldn't lie
about sonething like this.

M CHAEL
You know how she' s al ways doi ng
things trying to get attention.

REBECCA
Not sonething like this. |I've heard
runors al ready about Jim | should
never have |et her go!

M CHAEL
This is all in her mnd. I"'monly
going with you because you're
freaked out and I don't want you to
go crazy like her.

Rebecca CRI ES.
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EXT. CONVEN ENCE STORE - N GHT
M chael and Rebecca neet Stacey. Rebecca hugs Stacey.

REBECCA
We're not going to let Uncle Jim
hurt you anynore, baby. He's not
getting away with this. Now you
come honme with us, where you Il be
saf e.

I NT. CAR - DAY

Stacey gets in the car beside Rebecca. Rebecca turns to
M chael .

REBECCA
We shoul d call the police.

M CHAEL
First | want to hear what Ji m has
to say about this.

STACEY
I don't want to go back there
t oni ght .

M CHAEL

You' re goi ng.
M chael puts the car in drive.
I NT. UNCLE JIM S HOUSE - NI GHT

M chael and Stacey stand behi nd Rebecca. Rebecca confronts
Jimand Trell a.

REBECCA
Trella, | need to talk to you about
Jim

TRELLA

About what? What’ s goi ng on?
Jimgives Stacey a dirty | ook.

JI'M
Yeah, what’s going on?



REBECCA
| don’t know how to put this any
ot her way, so | mjust going to
come right out with it.

Rebecca takes a deep breath.

REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
Stacey said that Jimtried to have
sex with her.

TRELLA
VWat? Jim is this true?

JIM
Baby, cone on now, you know ne
better than that.

TRELLA
Is it true?

JIM
Baby, you know I wouldn’t do
anything |like that.

TRELLA
How coul d you?

JIM
Baby, are you going to believe her
over me? | didn’'t try her. She
want ed ne.

REBECCA
I don’t believe you.

JIM
See, Rebecca you are too blind to
see how | ove hungry your daughter
really is. You know she' ||l do
anything for |ove.

TRELLA
Jim you still haven't answered ne.
Did you do it?

JI'M
Baby, | already told you that |
didn't do it. You have to believe
me. Stacey is just insecure.

Jimgrabs Trella and hugs her.



JI'M (CONT’ D)
Trella, this never happened. |
prom se you

St acey SCREAMS.

STACEY
He's |ying!

TRELLA
| don’t know what to believe.

JI'M

It was all on her, baby. She s just
mad at nme because | told her that |
couldn’t take her father’s place. |
was just trying to be nice to her
and do sone things that her father
shoul d have been doing with her.
She just took it the wong way.

Trell a CRI ES.

TRELLA
Jim | want to believe you, but I
just don’t know.

Stacey | ooks at Trella CRYI NG

STACEY
Aunt Trella, | would never do
anything to hurt you. Please
bel i eve ne.

Stacey | ooks at Rebecca.

STACEY ( CONT' D)
I knew I should have never said
anything. | knew this would be bad.
| should have kept it to nyself.

JI'M
That’ s right, you should have kept
everything to yourself.

Trell a SCREAMS at Jim

TRELLA
What do you nean she shoul d have
kept it to herself?
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JIM
Baby, you know what | nean. She
shoul d have not told everyone how
she tried to cone on to ne.

TRELLA
| believe you, Jim

M chael turns to Stacey.

M CHAEL
Let's go. Don't ever do sonething
like this again or I'll disown you,
got it?
St acey CRI ES.
Enory enters.
EMORY

Stacey, why you crying?

STACEY
Because Uncle Jimhurt ne.

EMORY
Daddy, you shoul dn't have hurt
Stacey on the bed.

Trella turns to Jimin disgust.

TRELLA
Get out! Get out!

JIM
Trella, you don’t nean that. You
know t hat you need ne.

TRELLA
| said get out! | want you out now

Trella throws the pillows off the sofa, glasses, vases off of
the table, and books off the shelves at Jim She continues to
YELL at Jim

TRELLA ( CONT’ D)
Get out! | don’'t want you here. |
trusted you. How could you do this?

Ji m whi spers to Stacey.
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JI'M
You are going to regret this day
for the rest of your life.

The Police arrive.
REBECCA
No, Jim you are going to regret
this day for the rest of your life.
The Police enter.
M chael is flabbergasted.
M CHAEL
The testinony of a four-year-old
witness is not going to hold up in
court.

Stacey shows the Police and M chael her hands, with Uncle

Jims skin still under her nails.
STACEY
| scratched his face. | bet you his
DNA is still under ny fingernails.

M chael is silent.
I NT. FAM LY ROOM - DAY

Rebecca cuts coupons out of the newspaper. Stacey sweeps the
floor with a broom Mchael is on the conputer. He sees a
di sturbing picture.

M CHAEL
VWhat is this?

REBECCA
VWhat is what?

M CHAEL
You have done sone crazy and | ow
down things before, but this is | ow
even for you

REBECCA
Are you going to tell nme what
you re tal king about or are you
just going to keep pointing at the
conmput er ?

M CHAEL
Cone | ook at this.
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Rebecca and Stacey walk to the conputer.
ON COMPUTER SCREEN
There is a picture of Stacey and Frank Sinmmons at the dance.
BACK TO SCENE
M CHAEL
A picture of your daughter. You Iet

your daughter go to the
fat her/ dance wi th anot her nan.

REBECCA
| didn't know that she went to the
dance. | had nothing to do with
this.

M CHAEL

You | et your daughter go to the
dance with Frank Si mons, of al
peopl e.

REBECCA
M chael, | amtelling you I didn't
know anyt hi ng about this.

M CHAEL
You never used to lie to nme before.
Wiy are you starting now? You got
sonet hi ng going wi th Frank?

REBECCA
I let her go. You wouldn't take her
She wanted to go so badly. Frank
offered to take her.

M chael turns on Stacey.

M CHAEL
Just | ook at you. You disgust ne.

STACEY
Daddy, | didn’'t nmean to hurt you. |
wasn’t thinking. You know no one
can ever take your place.

M CHAEL
| amthe man of this house and I
can’t get any respect. This is it.
| "'mnot taking this treatnent
anynore. | mout of here.
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STACEY
Daddy, please don’t leave. | m
sorry. | didn’t know how bad this
woul d hurt you. | just wasn't
t hi nki ng.

M CHAEL
Maybe you will think when I nove
out .

M chael , angry, |eaves the room

EXT. ALEXANDER HOVE - | N FRONT OF CAR - DAY

M chael puts his suitcase in the trunk of the car. Rebecca
and Stacey | ook on.

STACEY
Daddy, don't leave. 1'll be good
from now on. Pl ease daddy.
REBECCA
M chael, I"msorry. I'msorry.
M CHAEL

Maybe you can tell that to Frank

M chael gets in the car, drives away, |eaving Rebecca and
Stacey in tears.

I NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Ms. Canpbell sits at the front of the class. Students work
on an assignnent. Marcus nudges Stacey.

MARCUS
Heard your old man left. Couldn't
stand you anynore, could he?

Stacey CRIES. Carl notices, turns to Marcus.

CARL
You, outside! We're going to settle
this once and for all.

MARCUS
I"mup for it, you toothpick. Let's

go.
Ms. Canpbell gets up
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MRS. CAMPBELL
There will be no fighting in this
school . Now both of you, sit down--
now

Marcus and Carl sit down. Stacey continues to CRY

MRS. CAMPBELL
Stacey, don't worry. God | oves you.

MARCUS
You ain't supposed to nention God
in class!

MRS. CAMPBELL
You don't tell | nentioned God, and
I won't tell you were bullying
St acey.

Ms. Canpbell gets papers off her desk, hands them out.
MRS. CAMPBELL

These are the results of round 2 of

the witing conpetition.
Ms. Canpbell hands Stacey her paper.
Stacey | ooks at it.
| NSERT PAPER. B-. DON' T d VE UP.
BACK TO SCENE
Stacey | ooks nore depressed than she s ever | ooked, |ike she
is at the end of her rope.

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY

Stacey sits on the school steps. Marcus approaches.

MARCUS

What "re you doi ng here, Stacey?
STACEY

Thi nki ng.
MARCUS

Bout your old man | eaving? My old
man |left | ong ago for prison.



STACEY
I guess that s why you act |ike you
do.

MARCUS
Hey, | do great in school, | can

deal with it. You know how?

Marcus pulls out a cigarette pack

MARCUS

This. Try one.

STACEY
Mom said not to do that.

MARCUS
Your nmonmy doesn t know what you
need, otherw se you wouldn't be in
this ness. This stuff Il make you
feel snoot h.
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Marcus gives the package to Stacey. Stacey takes it. Marcus
| eaves. Stacey | ooks at the package, opens it,

cigarette.

I NT. STACEY' S BEDROOM - DAY

pul s out a

Stacey lies on the bed. She throws her stuffed aninmals
around. Rebecca enters.

REBECCA
Stacey, we need to talk. | need to
know what’ s going on with you.

STACEY
What do you nmean?

REBECCA
You re just not acting like
yourself. Al you do is stay in
this room

STACEY
You know that | like to stay in ny
roomto wite.

REBECCA
Witing is one thing, but | think
there s nore to it than that.

STACEY
I " mfine mana.
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REBECCA
No you are not.

Rebecca grabs Stacey’s chin and pushes her head up.

REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
Wiy are you eyes so red?

STACEY
| don’t know. | mjust tired I
guess.

REBECCA

I noticed the other day that your
clothes snelled |ike snoke. Have
you been snoki ng?

STACEY
Mama, you know ne better than that.

REBECCA
Have you been snoki ng?

STACEY
No mana

Rebecca reaches out to hug Stacey. Stacey pushes her away.

REBECCA
Honey, | m here for you. But you
have to talk to nme about what’s
goi ng on.

STACEY

VWhat’'s there to tal k about? What's
done i s done.

REBECCA
Don't look at it like that. I know
you re hurt about everything that' s
happened, but we can work through
this together. | |love you, Stacey.
You can tell me anything.

STACEY
We both have hurt we have to work
t hrough. But don’t worry about ne.
You work through your hurt your way
and I'Il work through mne, ny way.

Stacey gets back to writing.
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I NT. STACEY' S ROOM - DAY

Rebecca gets dirty laundry out of Stacey’s room A pack of
cigarettes falls out of her jeans pocket. Stacey enters.

REBECCA
You lied to ne.

STACEY
What ever happened to hell o, how was
your day?

REBECCA
You said you were not snoking.

STACEY
So what? A little cigarette here
and there isn't going to hurt
anyt hi ng.

REBECCA
St acey, what happened to you?
You ve changed so nuch. Snoking,
this is not |ike you. Wat drove
you to this?

STACEY
Daddy. 1’ m his daughter, but he
sure doesn't act like. He treats ne
like trash. He al ways has and he
al ways will.

REBECCA
I know you re hurting, but this is
not how to handle it.

STACEY
This is nmy way.

REBECCA
You have to pray for him He has
hi s ways, but deep down inside, |
bel i eve he | oves you.

STACEY
Mama, have you ever heard himtell
me he | oves ne?

Rebecca is silent.

STACEY ( CONT' D)
Exact | y!
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REBECCA
Stacey, pray for your daddy. Just
like I do.

STACEY

I’mnot as strong as you are.
Praying for daddy is a wasted
prayer. He |l never change.

REBECCA
God can change anybody.

Rebecca hugs Stacey.
I NT. SCHOCL LUNCHROOM - DAY

Stacey enters the lunchroomand sits alone. Carl wal ks to her
table, sits down.

CARL
Hey Stacey, | just want to |let you
know I''m here for you.

STACEY
Thanks Carl .

Carl is about to say something, but Mrcus approaches and
sits next to Stacey.

MARCUS
Hey girl, how have you been?

STACEY
Good. | guess.

MARCUS
Vel |, you are | ooking m ghty good.
|’ ve been checking you out. You
| ook real good.

STACEY
| thought you hated me, but thanks.
MARCUS
How about you and nme goi ng out
somet i me?
STACEY

| don’t know about that. My mana
has been tripping lately. She m ght
not want nme to go out with you.



MARCUS
Your mama. You sound like youre in
ki ndergarten. You can’t be worried
about what your mama thinks if you
want to hang out with ne.

Marcus wites down his address and gives it to her.

MARCUS ( CONT’ D)
is nmy address. Stop by around
I "Il be looking for you.

Stacey sm | es.

STACEY
kay. Maybe | will see you later

Marcus wal ks of f. Carl turns to Stacey.

CARL
VWhat is that all about?

STACEY
| got asked out, finally.

Carl snatches the paper from Stacey s hand.

CARL
You know M's. Rebecca is not going
to let you go to a party,
especially not to Marcus’'s party.

St acey grabs the paper back.

CARL (CONT' D)
(j eal ous)
I don’t think you should go.
You don’t need to hang with Marcus.
| heard he’s part of sone gang. |
can’t be sure which one, but | know
he’s trouble.

STACEY
Do | detect a little bit of
j eal ousl y?

CARL
Stacey, | amtelling you that he is
not good for you.

STACEY
Come on Carl. Lighten up. It’s just
one party.
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CARL
I just don’t want you to ruin your
reputation, or get hurt.

STACEY
Do ne a favor and stop worrying
about ne.

CARL

Fi ne. Do what you want.
Carl |eaves. Stacey |ooks at the paper.
EXT. MARCUS S HOUSE - N GHT

Stacey is dressed up with black silky shirt and greyish bl ack

trouser pants. She rings the doorbell. Marcus opens it.
MARCUS
Hey girl, I'"mglad you decided to
come. We're going to have a | ot of
fun.

St acey wal ks i nsi de.

I NT. MARCUS' S HOUSE - NI GHT
A party with lots of young people. Stacey turns to Marcus.

STACEY
Thanks for inviting ne.

MARCUS
Oh, sure thing baby. Let nme
i ntroduce you to everybody.

Marcus turns to his friends.

MARCUS
Hey everyone, this is nmy new chick
St acey.

EVERYONE
H Stacey!

STACEY
Hey, how are you all doing?

They | ook her up and down and smile at Marcus. Stacey gets
ner vous.
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MARCUS
You | ook tense. Loosen up girl.

Kl TCHEN
Marcus wal ks to the refrigerator. Stacey follows.

STACEY
| ama little nervous.

MARCUS
I know what you need.

He hands her a col d beer.

STACEY
(surprised)
What is this?

MARCUS
What do you nean what is this?

He | aughs as he junps up and down.
MARCUS ( CONT’ D)

Onh! Not enough buzz for you. | hear
you. You want sonmething that s a

little nore potent. | got just what
you need.

STACEY
No, | nean. | don’t want...

MARCUS
I like you. I think I could fall in
love with a girl like you

Stacey smles. He hands her a mxed drink. She drinks it.
Stacey COUGHS and CHOKES.

STACEY
VWhat’'s this?

MARCUS
Don’t worry about it, baby. I’
t ake good care of you. Now take
anot her sip.

St acey takes another sip, does the sane thing.

STACEY
I think that s enough.
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Mar cus LAUGHS
MARCUS
Alright then. Let’s go upstairs so
we can spend sone time al one.

STACEY
Wiy do we have to go upstairs?

Stacey starts to feel a little woozy.

MARCUS
St op asking so many questi ons,
girl. I just want to get to know
you better, that’s all. | think you

can be the only girl for ne.

STACEY
I don't want to go upstairs.

MARCUS
Let's go out on the porch then.

St acey nods.

EXT. PORCH - N GAT

Marcus turns to Stacey.

MARCUS
Ni ce ni ght, baby.
STACEY
Sure is. | need soneone in ny life.

Two Goons wal k up the steps, grab hold of Stacey. They gag
her nouth with tape.

EXT. TRUCK - N GHT

The Goons put Stacey in back in a cage.

I NT. TRUCK - N GHT

Stacey kicks and tries to scream

EXT. TRUCK - N GHT

Marcus wal ks up to the w ndow.
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MARCUS

Don't worry, baby. Daddy s going to

send you on a long ride to

Thai l and. You'll have |ots of

Daddys to | ove you then.
I NT. TRUCK - NI GHT
Stacey tries to pull the ropes off her but cannot.
She CRIES. The truck noves off.

St acey manages to get the ropes off her feet.

EXT. DOCK - N GHT

The truck stops at a deserted dock, in front of a rusty tranp
st eaner.

I NT. TRUCK - NI GHT

Stacey | ooks out the wi ndow at the ship. She | ooks horrified.
The two Goons open the truck door and try to pull Stacey out.
She kicks them both with all her m ght. They go down.

EXT. DOCK - N GHT

Stacey runs away. The Goons chase her. Stacey runs into a...

I NT. DI NGY BAR - NI GHT

She | ooks around at all the custoners, nostly drunk. Then she
sees Frank in a corner, talking to a customer. He hands the
custoner a bible.

Frank | ooks up, recogni zes Stacey.

FRANK
St acey!

Frank unties Stacey’s hands and takes the tape off her nouth.
The Goons enter, see Frank, then | eave.

FRANK
Tell nme what happened.
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STACEY
I went to Marcus' s house. He's part
of a sex trafficking ring. He tried
to sell ne!
Frank hugs Stacey.
FRANK
No one s ever going to hurt you,
St acey.

Stacey CRIES in Frank s arns.

EXT. MARCUS S HOUSE - N GHT

The Police arrive, arrest Marcus and the Goons.

INT. FRANK'S CAR - NI GHT

Frank, at the wheel, Rebecca, and Stacey watch the arrest.

FRANK
Stacey, do you feel safe enough to
go hone?

STACEY

Can we stay with you, M. Simopns?

FRANK
For one night.

Frank | ooks at Rebecca.

I NT. FRANK'S HOVE - BEDROOM - NI GHT
Rebecca tucks Stacey in bed.

STACEY
I"'mso sorry, Mom You told me not
to go wwth Marcus, and | shoul d
have |i stened.

REBECCA
It's all forgiven. You' re safe now,
ny child.
LI VI NGROOM

Frank sits next to Rebecca.
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REBECCA
Frank, you're such a good friend to
Stacey, alnost like a--

FRANK
Fat her ?

Rebecca nods.

FRANK
|'ve been thinking. Rebecca, |
really mssed out. Stacey is a
wonderful and talented girl. I'm
sorry | didn't marry you when
shoul d have.

REBECCA
I"’msorry | pushed you away. |
didn't want to be alone, or ny baby
al one.

FRANK
| don’t know where ny head was. |
amto blanme for all this trouble
you and Stacey are in.

REBECCA
| amtoo. | kept trying to defend
Mchael. | wanted it to work out so

badly, 1’d say and do anything, at
t he expense of Stacey’ s wel | being.

Rebecca CRIES. Frank puts his arm around her.

REBECCA
|"ve been thinking, Frank. M chael
and | aren't getting back together.

FRANK
You are married to M chael.
Marriage is sacred. No one should
cone between a husband and wi fe.

REBECCA
But we | ove each other, Frank.
FRANK
Rebecca, it's too late. W can't go
back.
REBECCA

What do you expect ne to do, raise
Stacey with no father?
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FRANK
| know you're a prayi ng wonman,
Rebecca. Keep praying for M chael,
that God will work in his heart.

Rebecca | ooks sad at Frank.

REBECCA
| "ve been praying for what seens
like an eternity. Let s just face
it, some people will never change
no matter how nuch you pray for
them Sonme people are just headed
for hell, and no matter what you
do, you can’'t stop them

FRANK
I know, Rebecca, but God can stop
them can't He? O is He too smal
to do that?

Rebecca shakes her head.

FRANK
Be encouraged. God hears your
prayers.

Rebecca nods.

I NT. SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY
Stacey turns to Carl.

STACEY
I wish I had Iistened to you. You
were trying to warn nme about Marcus
It’s my fault.

CARL
It’s not your fault. Don't say

that. They shoul d not have done
what they did. Cone here.

Carl hugs Stacey.

CLASSROOM

M's. Canpbell hands the third round witing assignnments to
t he students, including Stacey.



MRS. CAMPBELL
This third round is the nost
inmportant. This score will be
wei ght ed 50%

Stacey | ooks at her paper. A tear rolls down her cheek.

noti ces.
CARL
Hey, Stacey, it's okay.
STACEY
It's not. | try to wite, but
nothing cones. | can't doit. My
dad’s right. I"ma |oser.

Stacey wipes a tear from her eye.
CARL
No, you're not. You' re a good
friend to ne. And | really Iike
you.
STACEY
| don't deserve you, Carl. My dad
was right.
The school bell RINGS.
Stacey runs out into the...
HALLWAY
Stacey runs down the hall and...
STACEY
My dad was right.
EXT. SCHOOL - DAY
...out of the school.

STACEY
My dad was right.

I NT. ALEXANDER HOME - BATHROOM - DAY

Stacey runbl es through the medi ci ne cabinet.
She finds the sleeping pills.

BEDROOM
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Car |



Stacey wites a suicide note. She continues to talk to
hersel f.

STACEY
No nore pain. No nore pain.

She takes a handful of pills. She passes out.

I NT. LI VI NGROOM - DAY

The doorbell RINGS. Rebecca opens the door. It is Carl.

REBECCA
Carl ?
CARL
Hello, Ms. Al exander, | mworried

about Stacey. She was really
depressed when she | eft schoo
t oday.

REBECCA
She's probably is her room 1’11
get her for you.

STAlI RCASE
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Rebecca wal ks the staircase and calls for Stacey upstairs.

REBECCA
St acey! Stacey! You have conpany.

There is sil ence.

REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
Stacey! Stacey! Carl s here.

St acey does not answer.
REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
That child nust have those
headphones on agai n.
Rebecca wal ks upstairs to Stacey’s room
REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
| amtoo old to be clinbing up
t hese stairs.
QUTSI DE STACEY' S BEDROOM

Rebecca knocks on the door.
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REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
St acey!

There is silence.
STACEY' S BEDROOM
Rebecca opens Stacey’s door. She sees her lying on the floor.
REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
(hysterical)
Oh ny God! Carl cone here
Carl arrives.

Rebecca tries to wake Stacey up.

REBECCA
St acey, wake up baby.

Carl sees a note on Stacey’ s desk.

CARL
Here's a note, Ms. Al exander.

Rebecca reads the note.

REBECCA
Oh Lord! Call 911!

Carl calls 911. Stacey lies curled in a fetal ball, not
responding to them

I NT. HOSPI TAL - ER - DAY

Stacey lies on a hospital bed. Dr. Richardson and his nurses
punp Stacey’s stomach

WAI TI NG ROOM
Rebecca paces back and forth, prays to CGod.
REBECCA
Jesus, save ny baby! Please Jesus,
pl ease
She di al s M chael .
| NTERCUT: REBECCA/ M CHAEL
REBECCA

Your daughter s at the hospital.
She overdosed.
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M CHAEL
What am | supposed to do about it?
She has you there. She doesn't need
nme.

REBECCA
She needs you, M chael. God, please
|l et Mchael cone to see his own
daught er.

M CHAEL
She' s not ny daughter and you know
it. Call Frank.

M chael hangs up. Rebecca dials Frank’s nunber, then pushes
t he of f button.

Dr. R chardson arrives.

DR Rl CHARDSON
Ms. Al exander, your daughter’s
going to make it. She is truly
bl essed.

REBECCA
Thank God! Thank you Dr.
Ri chardson

DR Rl CHARDSON
What do you think would drive your
daughter to do sonething |like this?

REBECCA
| don't really know

DR Rl CHARDSON
You haven't noticed any changes in
her behavior lately?

REBECCA
She’s had a few chal | enges, but |
didn't realize it bothered her this
nmuch.

DR Rl CHARDSON
How i s your relationship with your
daughter? Is she able to talk to
you about problens she s having?
Wiy didn’t she cone to you?



REBECCA
| don’t know what you re getting
at, but ny daughter and I have a
good rel ati onshi p.

DR Rl CHARDSON
What about her relationship with
her dad? Does she have a good
relationship with her dad?

Rebecca hesitates briefly.

REBECCA
They have sone issues, but he | oves
her in his own way.

DR Rl CHARDSON
What ki nd of issues? What do you
nmean by he loves her in his own
way. What way is that?

REBECCA
He just had a hard tinme accepting
her at first, but things are
getting better.

DR RI CHARDSON
| don’t know what’s goi ng on
bet ween your husband and your
daughter. It seens to ne you're
maki ng excuses for your husband. If
you do, you're just as guilty as he
is.

REBECCA

We are not to blane for what Stacey
di d.

DR Rl CHARDSON
You m ght not be all of the reason
that she tried to take her Ilife,
but you are part of the reason.

Rebecca gets angry.

REBECCA
| have done nothing but |oved ny
daught er.

DR RI CHARDSON
I woul d suggest that you and your
famly seek sonme fam |y counseling.
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REBECCA
My husband will never go for that.

DR Rl CHARDSON
Let’s hope that he does, for your
daughter’s sake.

Rebecca | ooks worri ed.
| NT. ALEXANDER HOVE - FRONT ENTRANCE - DAY

Rebecca opens the door. MRS, JONES, 30's, counselor from Bay
Chip Center, stands at the door.

MRS. JONES
Hell o, my nane is Ms. Jones. | am
one of the counselors at Bay Chip
Center. Are you Ms. Al exander?

REBECCA
Yes, | am Ms. Al exander. Cone
right on in. I wasn't expecting you
this soon.
Ms. Jones enters.
MRS. JONES

Thank you ma’am Dr. Richardson
want ed me contact you as soon as
possi ble. | know that you had sone
concerns about your husband not
comng to the center, so that’s why
| " m here.

REBECCA
Oh | see.

MRS. JONES
Qur sessions are usually conducted
at the center, but in special
cases, we nake honme visits.

REBECCA
| appreciate it, but my husband has
noved out.

MRS. JONES
| see.

Rebecca wrings her hands.
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Ms. Jones sits down on the couch. Rebecca sits in a chair.

REBECCA
M chael noved out about a nonth
ago. It’s a long story.

MRS. JONES
Ms. Al exander, with all due
respect, what do you think about
Stacey? She’s the one who attenpted
sui ci de.

Rebecca is silent. Ms. Jones searches through her briefcase.

MRS. JONES ( CONT’ D)
Now i s Stacey here?

REBECCA
She' s out with Carl, one of her

good friends. She should be hone
soon.

Rebecca | ooks nervous.

EXT. CARL'S CAR - DAY
Carl drives up. He and Stacey get out of the car.

STACEY
Thanks Carl, | had a good tine.

CARL
Me too. W should go out again
soon. Maybe you can teach nme how to
bow .
STACEY
I would like that, but I don’'t know

if there is any hope of you
| earning to bow .

They bot h LAUGH.

Carl hugs Stacey, waves goodbye. Stacey waves goodbye.

I NT. ALEXANDER HOUSE - BACK DOOR - DAY

Stacey enters. Rebecca greets her at the door.



REBECCA
Stacey, cone into the famly room
Sonebody’ s here to see you.
FAM LY ROOM

Rebecca turns to Ms. Jones. Stacey |ooks scar ed.

STACEY
Wio is it? | really want to go to
ny room

REBECCA
It will only take a few m nutes.

Ms. Jones stands up and reaches to shake Stacey’s hand.

REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
Stacey, this is Ms. Jones from Bay
Chip Center.

Stacey won’t shake Ms. Jones’ hand.

STACEY
Bay Chip Center? That s a center
for crazy people. You all think I m
crazy now.

MRS. JONES
Not at all. But I amconcerned with
your enotional state. I'’mhere to
hel p.

STACEY
| don’t need help. I mjust fine.

MRS. JONES
I just want to talk to you, get to
know you better. Can we do that?

STACEY
(har sh)
Yeah | guess.

REBECCA
Stacey, there is no need to be
di srespect ful.

Rebecca turns to Ms. Jones.

REBECCA ( CONT’ D)
| taught her better than that.
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MRS. JONES
Ms. Al exander, it is fine. She s

angry.

Stacey sits down. Ms. Jones turns to Stacey.

MRS. JONES ( CONT’ D)
Can you tell nme why you re so
angry?

STACEY
Wth everything that s happened to
me, why shouldn’t | be angry?

MRS. JONES
What happened?

STACEY
Everyt hi ng.

Stacey CRIES. Ms. Jones hands her a tissue.

MRS. JONES
Everything |i ke what? Be specific.

STACEY
My whol e |ife changed when ny
G andma Mattie died. My uncle Jim
tried to rape nme. He said that he
woul d do all the things for ne that
ny dad never did.

MRS. JONES
That’'s a lot to handle isn't it?

STACEY
Yes ma’ am Then a boy | thought
liked me tried to sell ne to sex
traffi ckers.

MRS. JONES
I's that why you tried to hurt
your sel f?

STACEY
| guess so. | really didn't want to
hurt nyself. | just had so nuch

pain that | didn’t know what to do.

MRS. JONES
| see. But you do know that hurting
yoursel f is never the answer.
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STACEY
Yes ma’am | do. But do you know the
wor st part about everything that I
was goi ng through?

MRS. JONES
What was the worst part?

STACEY
My daddy acted |ike he didn’t even
care.

Ms. Jones | ooks shocked.

MRS. JONES
Way do you think that is?

STACEY
My daddy doesn’t |ove nme. He never
has and he never will. | guess in

nmy mnd if he would have said that
everything was going to be alright,
then it would be alright. Maybe I
coul d have handl ed what | was goi ng
t hrough, if he had conforted ne.

But he didn't.

MRS. JONES
What nakes you think that your
daddy doesn’t |ove you?

STACEY
He never told ne.

MRS. JONES
You are 16 years ol d and you have
never heard your daddy tell you he
| oves you.

Ms. Jones | ooks at Rebecca in disbelief. Rebecca hol ds her
head down.

MRS. JONES ( CONT’ D)
M's. Al exander, did you hear what
your daughter just said?

Ms. Jones turns back to Stacey.

MRS. JONES ( CONT’ D)
Stacey, is this where all your
probl ens stem from your daddy not
| ovi ng you?
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Stacey is about to reply. Mchael enters.

REBECCA
M chael .

M CHAEL
| just renenbered you owe ne $200
bucks for the TV I |let you keep.
Thought you were gonna get away
with it? Un uh, 1"mnot stupid.

M chael | ooks at M's. Jones.

M CHAEL
What’ s going on? Who is this?

M's. Jones stands up. She reaches out to shake M chael’s
hand.

MRS. JONES
Hello M chael, may | call you
M chael ? I’ m Christie Jones from
the Bay Chip Center.

M CHAEL
Wait a mnute! That's the place for
crazy folks, isn't it?

MRS. JONES
If I my, | would like to take a
few noments of your tine. | want to
talk to you about your daughter.

M CHAEL
(excited)
I knewit! 1’ve been saying it al
along. | knew sonet hi ng was w ong
with her. | finally got somebody to
prove what | ve been saying al
al ong.

M chael pulls up a chair and sits down.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
Yes, | will sit down. dadly, so
you can prove that she s crazy.

MRS. JONES
M. Al exander, that is not why |I am
here. But it is interesting to ne
why you woul d call your daughter
crazy.
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M CHAEL
I call her crazy because she is
crazy. She’s always in her room
cooped up like a hermt. She' s not
smart. She’s not outgoing at all.
Look at her; | ook at how she | ooks.
Do | need to go on?

MRS. JONES
Have you ever checked to see what
she is doing in her roon? Do you
ever volunteer to help her with her
school work?

M CHAEL
This i s not about ne.

MRS. JONES
You are absolutely right. You have
a beautiful daughter, M.
Al exander. Do you have any idea why
she tried to hurt herself?

M CHAEL
| told you already: she s crazy.

MRS. JONES
M. Al exander, this is a cry for
hel p. Your daughter needs your
attention. She is longing for your
| ove and acceptance of her. She
needs you there for the good tines
and for the bad tines.

M chael gets fidgety and starts squirmng in his seat.

MRS. JONES ( CONT’ D)
Did you know that Stacey has so
much pain in her heart that she
just didn’t know how to handl e what
she was feeling?

M chael gets inpatient.
MRS. JONES ( CONT’ D)
Do you know where all this painis
com ng fronf

M CHAEL
Nope!



MRS. JONES
It came fromyou being an
enotional |y absent father.

M CHAEL
You wait one m nute, you are not
going to come in ny house and
attack nme like this.

MRS. JONES
I amnot attacking you. But let’s
keep it real. Sone of the things
t hat she does is a direct
reflection of the way you have
treated her. Your daughter was

willing to end her life partly
because of you. How does that make
you feel ?

M chael junps up out of his seat.

M CHAEL
She has the problem Not me! Now
maybe you shoul d consider that she
shoul d be conm tted.

St acey CRI ES.

REBECCA
How dare you say that about her
Last time, you left on your own,
but now, |'m kicking you out! GCet
out!

M chael |eaves hurriedly.
Rebecca hugs Stacey.

STACEY
I don't want him here, either, nom
I don't want to see his face again.

Rebecca hol ds Stacey.

REBECCA
That's how | feel too, baby. I m
tired of lying to nyself and |ying
to you about him He's never gonna
change.

Rebecca | ooks at the door where M chael just
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I NT. SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY

Stacey wal ks down the hall. Everybody stares at her. Ms.
Bertha, Stacey’s aunt and the librarian, turns to Stacey.
M5. BERTHA
Come in here baby. | want to talk

to you.
LI BRARY
Stacey sits down next to Ms. Bertha.

MS. BERTHA ( CONT’ D)
| heard about what happened the
ot her ni ght.

STACEY
Yes ma’ am

Ms. Bertha grabs her chin and pushes her head up.

MS. BERTHA ( CONT’ D)
What’ s this about you trying to
kill yourself?

STACEY
It’s true.

M5. BERTHA
I know you ve been through a | ot,
but there is nothing so bad that
you need to try to end your life.

STACEY
Yes ma’ am

V5. BERTHA
Life is precious honey. It's a gift
from God. You have to treasure it.

STACEY
Yes ma’ am

M5. BERTHA
I know you m ss your Grandma Mattie
t 0o.

STACEY
Yes mn’ am | do.
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M5. BERTHA
| can’t take her place, but |I'm
here for you. Just like | was here
for ny son. God bless his soul

STACEY
Where is your son now?

M5. BERTHA
He got killed.

STACEY
How did he get killed?

M5. BERTHA

It was M. J. W Smith who killed
him But it was those boys who |ive
across town's fault.

(cries)
They set ny baby up! Those boys
took ny baby down to old man J. W' s
store and they dared himto stea
sonet hi ng.

STACEY
Did he steal ?

M5. BERTHA
He picked up a candy bar and put it
in his pocket. As soon as he did,
they told old man J.W Smith. MWy
baby didn’t know what was goi ng on.

STACEY
I amso sorry Ms. Bertha.

Stacey hugs Ms. Bertha. Ms. Bertha shakes and CRI ES.

M5. BERTHA
My baby got scared and tried to
run. Ad man J. W was angry. He
got his gun and started shooti ng.

Tears rolled down Stacey’s face. Ms. Bertha rocks back and
forth.

MS. BERTHA ( CONT’ D)
J. W is a free man but ny baby is
6 feet under. Everyday | have to
| ook in his face and those boys’
face too. They just turn their
heads. They have never said sorry
or anything. But | forgive them
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STACEY
How can you forgive sonmebody who
did sonething like that? They
killed your only son.

Ms. Bertha w pes her eyes.

M5. BERTHA
| get angry sonetinme because it
just ain’t right what they did. |
tried to talk to those boys even
before they did what they did. |
even invited themto church. But
they just laughed in ny face.

STACEY
But what makes you want to forgive
t henf

M5. BERTHA

It is not that | want too, but |
have too. God | oves us and he
forgives us for the things that we
do that are not pleasing in his

si ght.

STACEY
That’s got to be hard to do.

M5. BERTHA
Nobody ever said it was easy. But
the bible says if we don't forgive
others for the wong they ve done,
then God won’t forgive us for our

wWr ong.
STACEY
Too many peopl e have hurt ne for nme
to forgive. | just can't forgive
t hem
M5. BERTHA

Yes, you can. Just ask God to help
you. He’'ll help you to forgive.

STACEY
I can’t forgive ny daddy.

M5. BERTHA
You can with God’ s hel p. But you
first have to want to forgive him
( MORE)
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M5. BERTHA(cont' d)

As long as you think about all the
t hi ngs he s done, you will never
make up your mnd to forgive him

St acey ponders.
I NT. KITCHEN - DAY
Stacey cones in carrying a bible. Rebecca peels apples.

STACEY
(excited)

Marme, today Ms. Bertha taught ne
about God’ s love. She said I'm
fearfully and wonderfully nade, the
appl e of God’s eye. She read John
3:16. For God so loved the world
that he gave Hi s only begotten son
t hat whosoever shall believe in his
heart, shall not perish, but have
everlasting life.

REBECCA
That’ s good Stacey. |'’mglad that
you're learning so nuch. |I’ve read

t hose verses to you countless tines
and they never sunk in, until now.

STACEY
| needed to hear it one nore tine.
| need to forgive Daddy.

REBECCA
Oh really?

STACEY
She told nme about how she forgave
t he boys that caused her son to be
killed. Even though they never
apol ogi zed to her, she still
forgave them

REBECCA
That's the way God wants all of us
to be.

STACEY

| "'mgoing to see Daddy. WII you
cone with ne?

REBECCA
Not now. |'ve--1've got to prepare
a neal for Ms. Thomas at church

( MORE)
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REBECCA( cont ' d)

She’s a shut in. | can't |let her
down.

St acey | eaves.
I NT. M CHAEL S APARTMENT - DAY
M chael watches tel evision. Stacey enters.

STACEY
Daddy, | |earned about the bible
fromMs. Bertha

M CHAEL
That's good for you. It s about
time you | earn sonet hing.

STACEY
| learned that Jesus | oves ne.

M CHAEL
Jesus does not |ove you. Jesus
don’'t waste his tinme with people
i ke you.

STACEY
Jesus | oves everybody. He | oves
young, old, black, white. He even
| oves you, daddy.

M CHAEL
I don’t want to hear anynore about
this Jesus stuff. Now go on and get
out of here.

Stacey starts to | eave, but then she turns around and
continues to talk to M chael

STACEY
Ms. Bertha said He' Il forgive you
for all of your sins.

M CHAEL
| don’t need no one to forgive ne
for nothing. | ve done nothing
wWr ong.

STACEY

Ms. Bertha said we ve all sinned
and fallen short of the glory of
CGod.

M chael YELLS.
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M CHAEL
Ms. Bertha said!l M. Bertha said!
don’t want to hear another word
about what Ms. Bertha said.

STACEY
Daddy, Ms. Bertha knows the bible.
She can teach you too.

M CHAEL
I don’t want that old bat teaching
me anyt hi ng.

STACEY
Don’t call her that, daddy.

M CHAEL
For the last tine | don’t need or
want to hear about this Jesus you
and Ms. Bertha keep tal ki ng about.
He don’t want any part of me and |
don’t want any part of him

STACEY
But Ms. Bertha says Jesus wants to
be a part of all our Ilives.

M CHAEL
If you say Ms. Bertha one nore
time. ..

STACEY

kay, but will you at least go to
church with us this Sunday? W' re
going to Ms. Bertha s church.

M CHAEL
I wouldn’t step foot in that
chur ch.

M chael continues to watch the TV.
I NT. M5. BERTHA' S CHURCH - DAY
Ms. Bertha turns to Stacey.
M5. BERTHA
Stacey, | mglad that you cane. Are
your nmom and dad here?

STACEY
My momis but ny dad isn’'t.



M5. BERTHA
Onh that’s all right baby. He' Il be
here soon enough.
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Stacey and Rebecca sit with Ms. Bertha in the front row The
church service begins.

The people in the congregati on hug one anot her.

Rev.

REV. SM TH
Prai se God fromwho all bl essings
fl ow. How many peopl e know that the
Lord is good. Before | begin ny
nmessage today, | want you to go and
hug sonebody and tell themthat you
| ove them

REV. SM TH ( CONT’ D)
My sisters and | brothers, | want
to talk to you about God’' s | ove.
There is sonebody here who has been
| ooking for love in all the wong
places. In this journey called
life, you made sonme mi stakes al ong
the way trying to find love. But |
want you to know that real love is
found in Jesus. God sent his son
Jesus to die for us all because he
| oves us.

accept Jesus as their Savior.

Stacey wal ks up to the altar

REV. SM TH ( CONT’ D)
If you have a desire to give Jesus

your heart, | invite you to cone to

the altar.

close their eyes and hold their heads down.

The peopl e around the altar,
Smith.

Rev.

REV. SM TH ( CONT’ D)
I want you to close your eyes and

repeat after nme. Lord, | confess
that | ama sinner. | ask that you
come into ny heart and pl ease
forgive me of ny sins. | believe

that Jesus died on the cross and
rose again on the third day.

i ncl udi ng St acey,

Smith extends the invitation to the congregation to

The peopl e around the altar

repeat after



INT. M CHAEL' S APARTMENT - DAY

Stacey enters. Mchael is on a call.

STACEY
(excited)
Daddy! Daddy!
M CHAEL

What’'s the matter with you? Wiy are
you yel ling?

STACEY
Guess what happened to nme today?

M chael puts down the phone.

M CHAEL
I don’t have tine to play any
guessing games. If you re going to
tell nme, then tell nme or else you
can go on and | eave ne al one.

STACEY
| got saved today.

M chael LAUGHS sarcastically.

M CHAEL
Oh no, you re going to be acting
spooky |i ke your nother does.

STACEY
I don’t know everything about being
saved, but | don't think there's
anyt hi ng spooky about it.

M CHAEL
Oh yeah, you just wait. You re
going to be acting spooky |ike your
mama does. She al ways wants to pray
about everything. Sonetines when
she prays she sounds like jibber
j abber.

M chael starts to play like he is speaking in different

| anguages.

STACEY
You shouldn’t play wth God.
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M CHAEL
See what | nmean. You take things
too serious just |ike your mama
does.

STACEY
This is serious daddy. Rev. Smith
and Ms. Bertha said that accepting
Jesus is the nost inportant
deci sion that a person can ever
make. 1’mglad | made ny deci sion
to | ove Jesus.

M CHAEL
Good for you. | already told you I
don’t need Jesus in ny life. There
is nothing you can say or do to
change ny mnd. Your manma has been
trying for years.

STACEY
You need Jesus because you're a
si nner and you need forgiveness.

M CHAEL
Wiy you little brat! | don't need
H mor you or anybody! Leave ne

al one!
Stacey | eaves hurriedly.
INT. MCHAEL' S CAR - DAY
M chael tal ks on the phone.
| NTERCUT: M CHAEL/ REBECCA
M CHAEL
|"d appreciate it if you' d not put
up that Jesus freak to com ng over

and telling ne I need Jesus. |'m
perfectly fine.

REBECCA
Suit yourself. Can't argue with a
bl ockhead.

M CHAEL
Vll, if 1'"ma blockhead, you're a
tart.

REBECCA

Sticks and stones, M chael.
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M CHAEL
You started it.

REBECCA
| shouldn't have stooped to your
| evel . Stacey is concerned about
you. That's why she cane.

M CHAEL
And you' re not concerned?

REBECCA
I"ve loved you for a long tine,
but it doesn't seemto work on you
| gave up.

M CHAEL
Maybe if you tried again, with
Frank out of the picture.

REBECCA
Frank has never been in the
picture. |1've been faithful to you
al | al ong.

M CHAEL

Except at the beginning.

REBECCA
You' re using ny mstake to punish
me and Stacey forever. You are so
chi | di sh.

M CHAEL
Nanme cal | i ng.

REBECCA
Peopl e make m stakes, that's why
there's forgiveness. That's why
there's Jesus.

M CHAEL
I don't need a spook.

M chael | ooks up. A car hits himhead on. The screen goes
bl ack.
I NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY

M chael is in a bed, hooked up to tubes. Dr. Richardson
stands over him



DR Rl CHARDSON
M chael , your test results cane
back. Your ki dneys were damaged so
badly in the crash that they no
| onger function.

M CHAEL
VWhat ?

DR RI CHARDSON
| amsorry, M chael

M CHAEL
What are ny treatnent options?

DR Rl CHARDSON
Your only options are dialysis or a
ki dney transpl ant.

M CHAEL
| don't want to be hooked up to no
machine for the rest of ny life, so
I guess I'Il just have a ki dney
transpl ant .

DR RI CHARDSON
It's not that sinple. You will have
to be placed on a waiting list.
M chael, there are hundreds, if not
t housands, in your sane situation

M CHAEL
What can | do? | just can’t sit by
and wait on sonme waiting |ist.

DR Rl CHARDSON
There is always the possibility of
havi ng sonmeone in your famly
donate a kidney to you.

M CHAEL
kay.

DR Rl CHARDSON
W will first have to test to see
if the person has a conpatible
bl ood type to see if he or she is a
mat ch. Several other tests nust be
done to make sure that the person
i s healthy.

M CHAEL
| under st and.
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M chael | ooks worri ed.

LATER
M chael lies in bed, thinking. Rebecca and Stacey enter.
M CHAEL
Thought you gave up on ne.
REBECCA
I have, but | still visit the sick

in the hospital

STACEY
It s our Christian duty to visit
t he sick, right mama?

Rebecca nods.

M CHAEL
Dr. Richardson says | need a ki dney
transplant or 1'Il die.

REBECCA

(hysterical)
What ? A ki dney transpl ant?

M CHAEL
(worried)
What am | going to do?

REBECCA
(confident)
Pray! Al you can do is pray.

M CHAEL
| don’t think God will answer ny
prayer. Maybe you should pray. |
know he'll listen to your prayers.

Rebecca and M chael join hands together.

REBECCA
Lord, we cone to you thanking you
for your goodness. Look, we know
that you are a heal er and we know
t hat you answer prayer. Send us a
mracle right nowin the nane of
Jesus. Send us a kidney for
M chael .

Stacey interrupts.
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STACEY
Daddy, | want to give you one of ny
ki dneys.
REBECCA
Are you sure?
STACEY
Yes ma’ am
REBECCA

M chael, did you hear that? Your

daughter wants to give you one of
her ki dneys. God sure does answer
prayer.

M CHAEL
| don’t know about that. W don't
know whet her she's a match.

M chael | ooks up at Stacey, unsure of what to nake of this.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY
Dr. Richardson turns to Mchael and Stacey.

DR RI CHARDSON
Stacey, |I'mpleased to say that you
are a match for M chael .

M CHAEL
Thank God!

Stacey smles fromear to ear.
STACEY
Everything s going to be all right,
Daddy.
M chael sighs with relief.
| NT. HOSPI TAL - OPERATI NG ROOM - DAY

Stacey and M chael wait on gurneys in surgery.

STACEY
I love you, Daddy.

M chael doesn't know what to say.

M CHAEL
Ni ce of you to say that--
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Nurse Judy enters.

NURSE JUDY
| need to start this IV on you, M.
Al exander .

LATER

Anest hesi ol ogi sts gi ve M chael and Stacey nedications through
an 1V drip.

RECOVERY ROOM - LATER
M chael arrives with Stacey.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
W made it through.

STACEY

(QVOQQY)
We sure did.

Nurse Judy cones by to see M chael and Stacey.

NURSE JUDY
See M chael, | told you the day she
was born she was extra special and
she woul d do sonet hing great.

Nurse Judy | eaves. M chael talks to Stacey.

M CHAEL
Tell nme something. Wiy did you
vol unteer to help nme? You didn't
have too.

STACEY
| know | didn’t have to, but it was
| ove that made ne want to do it.

M CHAEL

What does | ove have to do with it?
STACEY

When you | ove sonmeone you Il be

there for them and do whatever you
can to help them

M CHAEL
| thought you said | was such a bad
father. How can you | ove nme enough
to do sonmething like this for ne?
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STACEY
It comes fromhaving a rel ationship
with God. | was longing for a

relationship with you and I was so
desperate for your |ove. But God
has filled that enpty spot in ny
heart with his love. It is because
of God’s love that | can find it in
nmy heart to help you. God wants us
to show | ove to one another even if
t hat person has hurt us.

M CHAEL
God’' s | ove, huh?

M chael has a tear in his eye.

Stacey grabs for Mchael s hand. For the first tine, M chae
takes it.

I NT. MS. BERTHA' S CHURCH - DAY

Stacey and Rebecca arrive. The USHER greets them at the door.

USHER
Good nmorning! So glad to see you
all. Hope you enjoy the service.

SANCTUARY

Stacey and Rebecca sit together. The choir sings. Stacey
sings to herself.

STACEY
Don’t give up on God, cause he
won’t give up on you

ALTAR
Rev. Sm th preaches.

REV. SM TH
The choir has really bl essed our
hearts this norning. That is such a
true song. God will never give up
on us. Just like God won’t give up
on us, we should not give up on our
famly and friends. W can’t nake
our famly and friends do anyt hi ng,
but God can. He can draw themin
with his love. You just keep living
the life before them
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Rev. Smith extends the invitation for prayer.
REV. SM TH
If you want to pray to H mup here,
cone and of fer your prayers.
Stacey wal ks to the altar, kneels down and prays.
STACEY
God pl ease draw ny daddy in with
your love. Help himrealize that he
needs you.

St acey bows her head.

I NT. M CHAEL S APARTMENT - LI VI NGROOM - DAY
M chael flips through the channels on tel evision.

I NTERCUT: M CHAEL- TV SCREEN

Every channel that he changes to has sonet hi ng about GCod.

stays on one channel and listens to a preacher preach.

REV. SM TH
Oh magnify the Lord with me and | et
us exalt his name together. God is
good and worthy to be praised. |
want you to know that God | oves
you. My scripture text today is
found in the book of St. Luke
chapter 10. In this passage we find
that there are ten | epers. They
were in desperate need of a
mracle. They cane to Jesus and
Jesus healed all ten |epers. But
only one cane back to thank H m
That is the way it is with some of
us. W don’t take the tinme to thank
God for the things he does for us.
God has worked a mracle for sone
of us and we have taken it for
granted as if God had to do it for
us.

M chael i stens.

REV. SM TH ( CONT’ D)
There is someone wat ching via
television, I want to tell you that
God is waiting on you to thank him
for your mracle.

( MORE)

He
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REV. SM TH(cont' d)

The greatest mracle that God can
performin your life is offering

H s son Jesus Christ as your
Savior. My sister and ny brother,
why don’t you accept Jesus in your
life today? It does not matter what
you have done in your life, Cod
will forgive you and save you from
your sins.

M chael gets dressed.

I NT. CHURCH - DAY

M chael arrives, sits at the back. Rebecca sits a few rows up
fromhim

At the sane tinme as Stacey |eaves the altar and goes back to
her seat, she looks in the back and sees her daddy. M chae
CRI ES out.

M CHAEL
Lord save ne. Lord save ne.

Stacey and Rebecca run to M chael.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
Stacey, | msorry for not |oving
you like | should have. Rebecca,
I’msorry for being such a foolish,
st ubborn idiot--

REBECCA
kay, that’'s enough, we forgive
you.

Stacey and Rebecca CRY along with M chael .

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Thank you for |oving ne even when |
didn’t |ove you. Thank you for not
gi ving up on ne.

REV. SM TH
Now this is what church is al
about .

M CHAEL

| want to give Jesus ny heart. |
want to be a real husband to ny
wife and a father to ny child.
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REV. SM TH
That’s why we re here, Bro.
M chael .

Along with Stacey and Rebecca, M chael walks up to the altar
and kneels, prays.

I NT. ALEXANDER HOVE - FRONT ENTRANCE - DAY

St acey and Rebecca enter. Mchael enters with his bag and
suitcase, sets them down. He hugs Rebecca and Stacey.

| NT. STACEY' S ROOM - DAY
M chael enters and turns to Stacey.

M CHAEL
I want to be the father you need. |
can’t make up for lost time, but I
want to spend the rest of ny life
| oving you and taking care of you.

STACEY
You can start by going to Ms.
Bertha's house with me. WIIl you go
with me?

M CHAEL
I wll if you don’t think she’l
m nd.

STACEY
She won’t mind, in fact, she Il be

gl ad you cane.

M chael and Stacey | eave.

I NT. M5. BERTHA' S HOUSE - DAY

Ms. Bertha wel cones M chael and Stacey.

Ms. Bertha opens the bible. Mchael and Stacey read with her.
I NT. STADI UM - DAY

Stacey is dressed in her graduation gowmn and cap. She is in
line with the other graduates.

AUDI ENCE

M chael and Rebecca are seated in the audi ence.
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PODI UM
The cerenony takes pl ace.

MRS. BRI DGEWALL ( CONT’ D)
It is ny honor to certify that
t hese candi dates have conpl eted al
of their academ c requirenments and
are entitled to receive their
di pl onmas.

Ms. Bridgewall calls the nanes of the students to receive
t hei r di pl onas.

MRS. BRI DGEWALL ( CONT’ D)
Davi d Adans.

| NTERCUT: AUDI ENCE/ PCDI UM
The audi ence APPLAUDS.

MRS. BRI DGEWALL ( CONT’ D)
St acey Al exander .

The audi ence APPLAUDS. M chael stands up and CLAPS his hands
and SCREAMS.

M CHAEL
That’ s ny daughter. My baby girl is
gr aduat i ng.

Ms. Bridgewall makes a special announcenent.
MRS. BRI DGEWALL

As you know, our school hosted the
FS Publishing witing contest this

year. | would like to announce the
wi nners of the contest at this
tinme.

Some of the people in the audience tal k anong thensel ves
exci tedly.

MRS. BRI DGEWALL ( CONT’ D)
Qur third place winner is Haley
St okes.

The audi ence CLAPS.
MRS. BRI DGEWALL ( CONT’ D)

Qur second place winner is Tom
Davi s.



The audi ence CLAPS.

MRS. BRI DGEWALL ( CONT' D)
Qur first place winner is Mary
St ewar d.

The audi ence CLAPS.

MRS. BRI DGEWALL ( CONT’ D)
Qur overall w nner is Stacey
Al exander. Stacey s w nning essay
is entitled, “A Father s Love”.
Stacey will receive $50, 000.00 and
a publishing contract with FS
Publ i shi ng Conpany, owned by M.
Frank Si mmons.

Frank gets up and waves to the audience.

The audi ence APPLAUDS. M chael junps out of his seat,

and HOWS.

He junps up and down wi th Rebecca.

M CHAEL
That s ny daughter!

MRS. BRI DGEWALL ( CONT’ D)
Now once everyone sits down, at
this tine | would |ike to give
Stacey an opportunity to share with
you her entry in the contest.
Stacey, will you please step
forward?

Stacey steps up on the podi um

Tears roll

STACEY
Thank you M's. Bridgewall. G ow ng
up, | wanted what every little

girls wants: to be |oved by her
not her and her daddy. A nother’s
love is inmportant, but there is
somet hi ng speci al about a father’s
love. As a little girl, | watched
as the other father’s played ganes
with their children or pushed them
in the swings at the park. |
couldn’t help but wonder, what’'s
the matter with nme? Wiy won't ny
daddy play with ne; why won't he
push ne in the sw ng?

down M chael’'s face.

123.

CLAPS
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STACEY (CONT’ D)
It s no secret | didn’t have a good
heal t hy rel ati onship, but oh how I
| onged for one. | did all I could
to shine in nmy daddy’s eyes. | was
so desperate for the | ove and
acceptance of ny father, that in
the pursuit of it, | nade sone bad
choices. It mght sound crazy or a
little strange, but | am gl ad that
I was on this journey seeking ny
father’s | ove because through this
process, | found ny REAL Father’s
| ove; that is, the |ove of Cod.
Yes, | needed ny earthly father’s
| ove, but nore inportantly, |
needed ny heavenly Father’s |ove. |
want you to know that | accepted
God’ s only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ inny life as ny Saviour and
now | know what it feels like to be
| oved. The nost inportant thing I
can tell the graduates as they
enmbark on this journey of life, is
that you need God s love to hold
you, to carry you, to lift you up
and to help you succeed. He will
never |eave you nor forsake you

The audi ence CLAPS and gives Stacey a standi ng ovati on.
I NT. COMWUNI TY CENTER - GRADUATI ON NI GHT PARTY - NI GHT
The hall is decorat ed.

| NSERT: BANNER: HAPPY GRADUATI ON, CLASS OF 20- -

BACK TO SCENE

Stacey wears a pink sequin dress with rhinestones and

sparkling crystal shoes. Stacey waps her arm around
M chael’s arm as he escorts her in.

STACEY
Thanks for organizing the party,
Daddy.

M CHAEL

Anything for you, ny princess. You
| ook beautiful.

STACEY
Thanks Daddy.
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Carl appears, wearing a tuxedo. Mchael turns to Carl.
M CHAEL
| get the first dance with ny
daught er.

M chael and Stacey wal k out on the dance floor and dance,
father and daughter at |ast.

LATER
M chael hands Stacey off to Carl. Carl and Stacey dance.

FADE OUT:

THE END



