Wayne Thonpson
4 Al bert Street
Seaham
County Dur ham
SR7 7LJ

20t h June 2011

Death At Fort Tuscon

by
Wayne Thonpson

Draft 3



IT 1S THE HEI GAT OF SUMVER | N TUSCON 1864. THE CI VIL WAR
HAS BEEN A LONG HARD BLOCDY BATTLE, BUT FOR THI S QU ET FORT
SET OUT I N NO- MANS LAND SURROUNDED BY MOUNTAI'NS, RI VERS AND
WOODLANDS THE MEN GROW VWEARY. NOT FROM BATTLE BUT FROM
BOREDOM AS THEY ARE ON WATCH MOST OF THE TI ME AS THE
BATTLES HAVE NOT REACHED QUT THI S FAR FOR SOVE TI ME. THERE
GREATEST FEAR |I'S OF | NDI ANS.

EXT DESERT

The sun bl eaches down on the ground, ahead we can see the
water effect froma heat wave on the ground.

Captain Brodie ride horseback gently with two privates as
support. Suddenly we hear a bang. The soldiers look to
their right.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Whoa, steady there.

Brodi e cal ms the horse as a wagon heavily abl aze speeds
past with its horses running wild unable to break free from
t he bl azi ng wagon. As they watch the wagon speed past the
horses veer quickly to avoid a boulder. As they do, the
wagon hits a rock and topples over. The horses are finally
free and speed off into the distance.

The wagon rolls over several times, actually dousing nost
of the flanes.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
What the hell. Keep your eyes out
for |Indians mnen.

They nake there way over to the wagon very cautiously.

They are horrified at what they find, which appears to be
t he badly charred bodies of a fam|ly. From nothi ng one of
t he charred bodi es seens to nove and reach it’s arm out
surprising Brodie and the privates.

Brodie pulls his gun shooting the charred body several
times. He turns to his nen

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
It is better. Ease the pain.
Not hi ng we can do here. Move out.

They nmount there houses and set off constantly | ooking
around themin anticipation.

FADE TO



EXT PLANTATI ON FARM

Am dst the heavy watery haze of the intense heat, lies a
plantation farmw th few bl ack workers spread out in the
fields surrounding a farm house.

Slowy we close in on the nearest worker. We stop by the
side of the worker and | ook down on himfrom horse height.
The worker briefly |ooks up and fear strikes his face

i medi ately and as quick as he | ooked up he | ooks back down
and continues to worKk.

From t he workers point of view we reveal three union
sol di ers on horseback. Captain Brodie ( a man in his md to
|ate 40's with heavy stubble) is situated in the mddle. He
is taking stock of the surrounding area. The other two
soldiers are private Thomas ( a young sol dier but has nore
courage than nost of the soldiers put together) and private
Levitt (who is at times arrogant and bad tenpered but
generally ok and liked by the others.

W see that the wi ndows are open at the farmhouse as the
blinds gently sway in the |light warm breeze. To the right
of the farmhouse is a wwndm || situated on a fence which
has two horses strapped to the fence. To the side of these
is a barn. One of the horses has bl ood sneared over it and
on the post next to the horses a Confederate flag gently
sways.

Captain Brodie turns to the near by worker and | eans toward
hi m
CAPTAI N BRODI E

Where’s your naster boy?

The worker carries on working, afraid to answer. Brodie
shakes his head and smles with a little |augh under his
br eat h.



CAPTAI N BRODI E
Leave the farm boy.

The worker quickly | ooks up with a puzzled expression on
his face. He quickly continues with his work.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
| amoffering you your freedom
boy. Leave now and be free.

The wor ker | ooks over to the farm house and the flag
swayi ng.

Brodie is getting a little agitated with the worker.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
If you don't leave, that tells ne
you're nost likely feeding the
Conf ederate war nmachine. If | am
correct then that neans you be a
traitor.

The worker | ooks up with even nore fear in his face. He is
confused at what to do.

WORKER
But if | leave sir, they wll
beat upon ne.

Brodi e once agai n scans the whol e area before turning back
to the worker

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Last chance. Leave or continue to
be a traitor

The worker slowy drops his head. Reluctantly Brodie
renmoves a colt fromhis holster and w thout hesitating
shoots the worker in the head. The worker drops to the
ground with a heavy thud.



Brodi e sighs in disappointnent before |ooking at the other
wor kers who all |ook on horrified at the actions carried
out by Captain Brodie.

Captain Brodie shouts out to the remaining workers.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
You are all free to | eave. Unless
you are all to be executed too
that is. The choice is yours.

The remai ning workers flee fearing for their |ives.

Brodie and the two soldiers start to make their way to the
farm house. Brodie fires another shot which nmakes the
wor kers run faster.

I NT FARM HOUSE

The gun shot echoes through the farmhouse alerting four
confederate soldiers sitting at a dining table eating.

They junp to there feet and scranble for their weapons.
Cautiously they nake there way to exit the farm house to
see what all the commotion is about. Before exiting they

| ook out the wi ndow. They watch as they see Captain Brodie
signalling his nen to spread out.

Captain Brodie takes out a rifle and fires a warning shot
before he calls out to the Confederate sol diers.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Come out and your lives will be
spar ed.

The confederate soldiers know that they are tired, injured,
| ow on anmo and probably out nunbered. They tal k anbng
t hensel ves and eventual |y agree to surrender.



EXT FARM HOUSE

Brodie waits patiently, as a white flag enmerges fromthe

door. Brodie signals to his nen to be patient. Slowy the
four soldiers exit the farm house and throw t here weapons
to the ground.

Brodie is not satisfied as he believes they m ght have nore
weapons.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
That’s all the weapons you have.

The captain of the Confederates speaks out.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
There is nore weapons inside.

Brodi e waves his nen to take the soldiers captive. Brodie
edges closer to the Confederates as Brodie's nen tie them

up.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
VWhere be the owners?

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
They were already dead when we
arrived.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
| doubt that very nmuch. Wiy were
the workers still here then?

There is no answer fromthe Confederate sol diers.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
I thought as nuch.

Brodi e di snmounts his horse and enters the building hol ding
his colt to his chest for protection.



Brodi e knows never to trust the Confederates and believes
there may still be one inside ready to anbush.

I NT  FARM HOUSE

Brodi e wal ks into the kitchen and picks up supplies (food,
nmedi ci nes etc) He picks up the renmaining weapons. He is
joined by one of his soldiers who takes the guns and food
fromBrodie before exiting. Brodie picks up a log by the
fire and lights it, before exiting the farm house.

EXT FARM HOUSE

Brodi e wal ks past the tied up Confederate soldiers with
torch in his hand. He wal ks over to the Confederate flag
before setting it on fire.

Brodie turns and orders the Confederate soldiers to there
feet. Brodie nounts his horse before instructing the
Conf ederates to nove on ahead.

CUT TGO

VARI QUS SHOTS TO THE OPENI NG CREDI TS AND TI TLE - DEATH AT
FORT TUSCON

The shots are of Brodie | eading the Confederate soldiers
t hrough different | andscapes. W see the Confederates
deteriorate with the heat. Sweat dripping, |egs buckling
etc.

Credits end

FADE TO

EXT LAKE/ Rl VER

In anongst a beautiful |andscape is the |ake/river on the
outskirts of a redwood forest which is on the other side of
the fort.



Three union soldiers MIler, Sinpson and Paxton energe from
t he wood. They nake there way to the river while |aughing
and tal ki ng anong t hensel ves.

They sit by the edge of the river and place there guns by
the side of themas they commence to renove there boots.

PAXTON
Jeez, am| ready for this.

SI MPSON
Hel | yeah. It’s the only thing we
have to | ook forward to round
her e.

From a di stance on the other side of the river we see four
confederate soldiers slowy approachi ng. Paxton notices
t hem and pani cs.

PAXTON
Get your weapons boys, scum
ahead.

They all junp to attention and aimthere guns in the
direction of the Confederate sol diers.

Through the watery haze, beyond the Confederate soldiers, a
bl ur which soon reveals Captain Brodie and the two union
sol di ers on horseback

Paxt on eases down with his weapon and sm | es.

PAXTON
It’s the captain boys. Looks like
he found us sone target practice.

Paxton, Sinpson and MIler start to cheer and |augh. They
wat ch and salute Captain Brodie as they nmake there way
t hrough the wi de river/| ake.



CAPTAI N BRODI E
At ease boys. Good to see you are
still alert. What you doi ng down
her e.

M LLER
Just bathing sir.

Brodi e nods in acknow edgenent .

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Make it quick. Then get yourself
back to the fort.

M LLER
Yes sir.

Captain Brodie continues to |lead the prisoners onto the
woodl| and.

M Il er, Paxton and Sinpson continue to strip ready for
t here bathing tine.

SI MPSON
Lord, | thought we were finally
gonna get some action.

PAXTON
My heart still punping just
t hi nki ng bout it.

EXT WOODLAND

We follow Brodie and the prisoners into the woodl and. Deer
run about and birds whistle in the otherw se peacef ul
surroundi ngs of the red woodl and.

Ahead we hear a chopping sound, and as the we reach the
edge of the woodl and, a 2 story pentagon shaped fort stands
before us. Just on the edge of the woodl and we see what the
choppi ng noi se was.



Wal ker (the giant of the soldiers) is chopping away at a
tree for fire wood. Brodie stops next to \Wal ker.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
You think that is a good idea
chopping so close to the fort
wal ker.

Wal ker | ooks at where he has already chopped into the tree,
then | ooks at the fort. He then | ooks at the height of the
tree before | ooking back at the fort.

WALKER
Sorry captain.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
No need to apol ogi ze. Just be
aware and keep up the hard work.

Brodi e points into the wood.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Further in there.

Wal ker points in the sane direction.

VWALKER
Yes sir. In there.

Brodi e continues toward the fort passing by four tents
where the cooks and general workers reside. A gun shot is
heard from above. The prisoners | ook up and watch as W1 son
orders one of the cooks to retrieve the deer he has just
shot for dinner. He points in the direction of where he
shot the deer.

Brodi e continues to the main gates of the fort.



10.

I NT FORT

The fort is a PENTAGON of 2-storey wood surroundi ng between
9 or 11 small post houses (Including barracks, nedical

area, food hall, powerhouse, etc.) One wall of the Fort is
a |l arge doubl e door gateway. The upper |evel of the outer-
wal |l has a tiered wal kway, the occasional set of |adders
and stairs lead up at intervals.

As Brodie enters with the prisoners he shouts over to
Brevet Lieutenant Hawkins to take the prisoners.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Hawki ns, take these prisoners to
t he nock up base brigg until we
can get themto a | arger outpost.

HAVKI NS
Yes capt ain.

Brodi e heads off as Hawki ns barks orders to Carter (a
private conpany soldier) to assist himw th the prisoners.

HAVKI NS
Carter, get over hear and help ne
escort this scumto the base

brigg.

Carter reluctantly energes froma group of private conpany
soldiers sitting tal king and wal ks over toward the
prisoners. The remaining two soldiers, Smth and Peterson
nock Hawki ns as he thinks he is as high up as the captains
when he still only gets paid the same as a private sol dier
as a Brevet is only a conm ssioned officer holding a higher
rank tenporarily.

SM TH
Carter do this, Carter do that.
Who the hell does he think he is.
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PETERSON
There’s times | w sh he worked
for the Confeds so | coul d shoot
hi s ass.

Smth and Peterson |augh anong thensel ves.

A gun shot echoes around the fort as WIson shoots at
anot her deer. The union soldiers don't flinch but the
prisoners cower at randomfiring and the thought of being
the targets.

I NT BASE BRI GG

Hawki ns and Carter shove the prisoners into the base brigg.
Hawki ns comrences to question the prisoners.

HAVKI NS
What you nen doing out at the
pl antation farnf

Si | ence beckons as the Confederate soldiers drop there
heads. They are all exhausted and reluctant to speak.

HAWKI NS
Carter, get them some water
Maybe then they will speak.

Hawki ns continues to try and question them

HAVKI NS
Wl |, what were you doing there?

Still none of them answer. One of the younger confederate
soldiers briefly | ooks up then hesitates before dropping
hi s head agai n.

Carter returns with a wooden pale full of water.
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HAVKI NS
Well don't just stand there
Carter, give themthe water

Carter throws the pale of water over the confederate
soldiers, who inturn react angrily. Hanson (the |argest of
t he confederate soldiers) stands and starts to |unge at
Carter.

Carter junps back whil e Hawkins places his gun cl ose by
Hanson’ s head.

HAVKKI NS
Carry on scum Just give nme a
excuse.

Captain Maitland tries to diffuse the situation. He stands
up and pulls Hanson back.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Back away Hanson

Mai tl and turns to Hawki ns.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Ok we'll talk. We were making our
way West as back up for Genera
Wl liams when we were attacked by
I ndi ans al ong the Ravenhoth pass.

Mai t| and pauses a nonment while he recollects the events.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
The | ndi ans wi ped nost of ny
pl at oon out as we expended nost
of are anmunition in an aid to
survive. W were the renaining
four fromover twenty sol diers.
Even we took heavy danmage in our
escape.
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HAVKI NS
Still don’t explain why you were
at the plantation farm

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
W fled. We didn't know where
el se to go. Besides it was enpty
when we got there. Probably w ped
out by the sane Indians who
attacked us.

HAVKI NS
| doubt that very much. O herw se
t hey woul d have killed the
wor kers too. Indians don't |eave
anyone alive around these parts.

CUT TGO

EXT FORT.

Cut aways of various areas of the fort. Men wal ki ng around
tal ki ng anong thensel ves. Cooks preparing neat for |unch
etc.

I NT GENERAL VESTWOCD S QUARTERS

General Westwood, snoke gently rising fromhis pipeis
sitting at his desk by papers and an ink pot. Westwood is
an easy goi ng approachabl e general though does know his
pl ace and puts his foot down when needed. Much admired by
his sol diers.

Captain Brodie is pacing the floor at the opposite side of
the desk relaying his recent travels.
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CAPTAI N BRCDI E
So when we arrived at the
plantation farm | knew sonet hi ng
weren' t right.

Brodi e checks at Westwood to make sure he is taking notice.
Westwood is |ooking at Brodie waiting for himto continue.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
Well, carry on

Brodie starts to be ani mated agai n.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Vell, why were the workers stil
there, yet the flag of the
Confeds was lying next to a
bl oodi ed horse. When | spoke to
one of the workers, | could see
the fear in his eyes.

A knock at the door interrupts Captain Brodie.

GENERAL VESTWOOD
Yes, cone in.

Medic John Hill enters. John is an old kind and thoughtf ul
man. He is the only christian in the canp and often
bel i eves they are being punished, left out here |like this.
He i s though very respected in the canp because of his

ki ndness and caring nature. He is in his early 60’ s.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
Sorry to interrupt sir.

GENERAL WVESTWOOD
That's fine Doc. What can | do
for you.
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MEDI C JOHN HI LL
| just heard that Captain Brodie
had returned sir. Just thought I
woul d make sure they were fit and
wel | .

CAPTAI N BRODI E
I am fine thankyou john. The nen
are fine too.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
Wul d you like ne to check the
prisoners over sir. The nmen say
t hey are wounded.

General Westwood is about to speak, but Captain Brodie
intervenes abruptly. He is obviously a little outraged at
t he t hought of aiding the Confederate Scum

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Hell no! We will not be wasting
our time and equi pnent on that
scum We need all nedicines for
our own nen thankyou.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
I was just thinking if they get
a. ...

Brodi e i ntervenes.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
You are not paid to think, just
to fix our own injured nen. Wuld
that be all for today.

John Hill shakes his head in disbelief. As he turns to
| eave he renoves a cross from beneath his shirt and hol ds
it while closing his eyes.
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EXT FORT.

Private Lee is exiting the rest roomwhen he sees John Hill
hol ding the cross and | ooking sorrowful. Private Lee
realizes John H Il is upset so wal ks over to see if he is
alright.

PRI VATE LEE
Hey Doc, you ok?

John si ghs.

VEDI C JOHN HI LL
I will be fine thanks WIIliam
And it’s John, not doc.

They both | augh, as they often wind himup calling himDoc.
He preferred to one of the nen.

PRI VATE LEE
You sure. You want to talk.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
It’s just, | try to do ny work,
and Brodie can be so....

John gets frustrated as he can’'t think of a word to
descri be Captain Brodie. Lee conforts him

PRI VATE LEE
It’s ok. It’'s Brodie. W should
be used to himby now He changes
like the w nd.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
| guess. | amjust trying to
protect you all that’s all.

PRI VATE LEE
Cone on, let's have a dri nk.



17.

I NT GENERAL VESTWOCD S QUARTERS

Westwood is quite disheartened by Brodie’ s outburst toward
Medi ¢ John Hil| .

GENERAL VESTWOCD
You not think you were a little
rough on John back there.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
VWhat ? No! What if we were to be
anbushed by Indians. W coul d
need all the medici nes we have.
If we use it on them we could
dig ourselves an early grave.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
And if we don't at |east check
t hem over we coul d be digging an
early grave all the sane.

Brodi e | ooks at Westwood wanting to know what he is tal king
about .

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
What | think John was trying to
say is if one of the prisoners
has a di sease, and we don’t dea
with it. It may just spread anong
our men.

Brodi e changes his expression as he takes stock of what
Westwood is saying to him Alittle guilt bestows upon
Br odi e.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
O, maybe we shoul d check them
over.



18.

EXT FORT.

Brodi e stands at the doorway to the General’ s QUARTERS
scouring around for John Hll. He spots Private Henderson

carrying | ogs.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Hender son

Henderson stops in his tracks and turns toward Brodie

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Find John Hi Il and tell himhe
can check the prisoners over but
I want himto report to nme before
he treats any of them

HENDERSON
Yes sir.

Hender son noves off and places the logs he is carrying with
a pile of other I|ogs.

Brodie turns to make his way back into the CGeneral’s
QUARTERS.

W foll ow Henderson as he passes Peterson and Smith |ying
asl eep in a hammocks. Henderson snmiles while shaking his
head.

A gun shot goes off. Henderson | ooks up to Wlson who is
still scouting for food.

HENDERSON
Wl son! You seen the Doc?

W son shakes his head.

W LSON
No. | been up here all norning.
Sorry.
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Hender son continues. W pass cooks preparing food, a couple
of workers cleaning. Eventually he conmes across Thomas and
Levitt relaxing after there norning travels with Brodie.
They are just talking in general.

LEVITT
| actually enjoyed nyself this
norn’.

THOVAS

Anyt hi ng beats being stuck in
this hell hole though.

LEVI TT
True, nothing exciting ever
happens in here.

THOVAS
| sometinmes wish just a few
I ndi ans woul d attack. Just for
sonet hing to do.

LEVITT
You have never net an | ndi an out
here have you

THOVAS
| never nmet nuch out here other
t han you guys.

LEVITT
Wl |, you would soon retract your
wish if you ever net one. They
don’t take no prisoners. Ever!
Most brutal people | ever did
see.

THOVAS
You cone across themdid you.
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LEVITT
|’ve been in battle with the
ravenous bastards yeah.

Hender son i ntervenes there conversation just as Thomas was
getting really intrigued with Levitt’s story. Thomas junps
alittle at the voice of Henderson as he was engrossed.

HENDERSON
Any of you seen the Doc.

LEVITT
He was with Lee |ast | saw of
hi m

THOVAS

Yeah he | ooked a little upset.

HENDERSON
Thanks.

Hender son noves on. Thomas and Levitt continue with there

story.
I NT BRI GG
Hawki ns and Carter are still talking to the prisoners.

HAVKI NS
So how many I ndi ans were there.

CAPTAI' N MAI TLAND
Too many.

CARTER
VWi ch direction were they
headi ng.



CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Truthfully. I don’t know. | was
too busy trying to survive.

PRI SONER 1
Can we get water please?

HAVKI NS
You will get water when we are
ready to give you water

Hawki ns and Carter |eave the prisoners.

EXT FORT.
We foll ow Hawki ns and Carter.

CARTER
Maybe we shoul d gi ve them wat er.

HAVKI NS
| intend to. Just gonna | eave em
for ten m nutes.

They cone across Thomas and Levitt and sit with them

LEVITT
Prisoners sayi ng nuch.

HAVKI NS
Not nmuch, just that there nen
were wi ped out at the Ravenhoth
pass by I ndi ans.

Levitt | ooks over at Thonas

HAWKI NS
VWhat did | mss.

21.
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LEVITT
Just this dunbass wi shes for
action.

HAVKI NS
Agai nst the Indians. | have

ni ght mares every tinme | close ny
eyes of fearing the Indians. 1'd
rather be in battle with a

t housand of the Confed scum

CARTER
I just wish | was back with the
famly. I mss ny kids so nuch.
THOVAS

Wiy don’t we play a prank on
t hose idiot prisoners.

The other three | ook on at Thomms.

HAVKI NS
What you tal ki ng bout boy.

THOVAS
Look at everyone, so down. W
could do with cheering us up a
little.

LEVITT
What you got in mnd boy.

Thomas sm | es.

I NT BRI GG

The four prisoners sit around silently. Suddenly gun shots
are fired which nake themjunp. W hear a commotion
out si de.
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LEVITT (O.S.)
Damm it, we | ow on anmp.

HAVWKINS (O S.)
Maybe they cone back for the
prisoners. You know how t he
Indians like to finish there work
of f.

The prisoners | ook anong each other in total fear.

LEVITT (O.S.)
Thomas, you go get the prisoners
and we send themout to the
i ndi ans.

Anot her gun shot is head and panic sets in with the
prisoners. As Thomas enters in a pretend panic. The
prisoners start to scream and push each other so they don’t
get picked first.

From behi nd Thomas, Hawkins and Carter enter carrying
buckets of water and they throw the water over the
prisoners as they all start to |augh.

HAVKI NS
There’s your water boys.

Thomas, Hawkins and Carter |eave the brigg real happy with
t hensel ves. They have not had fun for such a long tine.

EXT LAKE/ Rl VER

Mller is lying on the river bank basquing in the sun,
supposedl y keepi ng watch. Paxton and Sinpson are bathing in
the river while talking.
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It is so peaceful around them all you can hear is them
talking along with water rippling around them

PAXTON
| so wish the war was over

S| MPSON
Me too. | feel |like | have been
here forever.

PAXTON
You know what | mss the nost. My
nom s cooking. Boy | can snell it

just thinkin bout it.

SI MPSON
Yeah, home cooking. Beats the
food we get round here.

PAXTON
Ni ce hot bath wouldn’t go a m ss
ei t her.

SI MPSON

| don’t know. | quite like this
here river.

PAXTON
Hey | ain’t go nothing against
this here river.

Paxt on | ooks around the river as he speaks. He notices
sonmething floating toward them He can't quite make it our
as the sun is reflecting a bright light off it.

PAXTON
VWhat the hell is that.

Si mpson | ooks at Paxton

S| MPSON
VWhat is what?
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As is gets closer, Paxton realizes it is a soldier.

PAXTON
VWhat the....

Suddenly he realizes it is one of there nen.

PAXTON
It’s one of our nen.

Si npson i s dunbfounded as to how one of there nen has got
her e.

SI MPSON
That’ s inpossi ble. Wiat woul d one
of our nmen be doing all the way
out here.

Paxton starts to nake his way to the body floating toward
t hem

PAXTON
It must have got carried down
streamwi th the current of the
wat er .

Sinmpson is in shock and shouts to alert MIler

S| MPSON
Mller! Mller.

MIller junps up at Sinpson shouting. MIler watches as
Paxt on makes his way to the body. As Paxton gets cl oser he
is amazed as to how the body is floating on its back.

Si npson starts to follow Paxton at a nore slower pace while
barking orders at Ml er

SI MPSON
MIller, get dressed and get
Brodi e down here now.
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Paxton turns to Sinpson

PAXTON
| don't get it. He is floating on
hi s back.

Si npson | ooks at Paxton with a bl ank expression.

PAXTON
I|”msure nost bodies tend to
fl oat face down.

Si npson notices the stomach is all bl oated.

S| MPSON
Look at the stonmch.

PAXTON
Must be full of water. He nust
have been in a battle. He has
bl ood spl ashed over him

W see both dried and fresh bl ood spl ashed over the body.

Paxt on reaches a hand out to touch the stonmach. The body
i medi ately begins to thrash about as soon as Paxton
touches it. Paxton panics and gets his hand stuck on the
belt of the soldier.

Paxton screans out in pain as the body tw sts, dragging
Paxton over with it. Sinpson watches in horror as Paxton
struggles in a Gator style death role with the once

fl oating body.

Mller is finished getting ready and is also watching on in
horror.

M LLER
What * s happeni ng.
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Sinmpson frantically | ooks back at MIler with a bl ank
expression on his face. Sinpson is horrified as he sinply
doesn’t know what to do.

Paxt on di sappears under the water with the body.

From beneath the water, we see the panic and struggle in
Paxton’ s face. The body suddenly opens its eyes to the
amazenent of Paxton. Just then Paxton manages to slightly
break free and reach the surface for air.

As Paxton gasps for air he is trying to shout at Sinpson
t 0o.

PAXTON
He....he....he's alive.

Si mpson doesn’t believe what he has just heard from Paxton

SI MPSON
What you nean....alive.

PAXTON
I nmust’ve startled himwhen
touched him He nust’ ve pani cked
and we got tangled together. He
opened his eyes. | gotta help
hi m

Bef ore Si npson can react, Paxton di sappears beneath the
wat er .

From beneath the water, we see Paxton struggle as the

sol dier grabs a hold of Paxton. Paxton tries to lift the
soldier, instead the soldier huddles into Paxton and | unges
it’s head toward Paxton’s neck sinking it’s teeth deep into
Paxton’s neck. Blood flows up to the surface of the water.
Paxton tries to scream but nothing is heard.

Fromthe surface of the water, bl ood flows and air bubbl es
reach the surface.
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Si mpson | ooks on in horror.

SI MPSON
Paxt on? Paxt on

Suddenly Paxton energes to the surface. About 2 feet away
t he sol dier enmerges. Sinpson tells MIller to shoot.

S| MPSON
Shoot himMIller. It attacked
Paxton. Kill him

Ml ler scranbles for his weapon, and takes aim W see the
bullets hit the water missing the soldier at first. Then
two bullets appear to hit the body as it floats away.

Si npson attends the injured Paxton. He drags Paxton out and
I ays himon the enbanknent.

Across the other side of the river, the soldier gets caught
up in undergrowth. It tries to get itself up to the horror
of Sinpson and M Il er.

SI MPSON
Way the hell would one of our own
men attack us.

M LLER
| guess he was disoriented. CGod
knows how | ong he been out there.
But | shot himtw ce and he is
still trying to get up. That's
not right.

Si npson conposes hi nsel f.

S| MPSON
Finish himoff. Kill him | want
hi m dead.
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MIller takes aimwith his rifle. He msses with the first
coupl e of shots. He shoots and hits the chest with the
third shot. The fourth hits it in the head to the delight
of MIler and Sinpson

S| MPSON
Good shot .

The body slunmps and floats a little further down river.
Again it gets caught up, this tinme anong a felled tree and
rocks. Again it starts to get back up to the shock and
horror of MIler and Sinpson. They |look on as the |ifeless
eyes of the soldier blaze in the sunlight. Once nore Ml ler
shoots with the assistance of Sinpson this tine. The body
once nore slunps notionless into the water and fl oats away.
This tinme subnmergi ng under the water. The nmen are in total

shock now.
M LLER
That’s inpossible. I got himin
t he head.
SI MPSON

We need to get back to the fort.
Paxt on needs nedi cal attention.

M LLER
What we gonna tell Brodie. He
will never believe this story.

Si mpson | ooks at MIler trying to think of an answer.

SI MPSON
I don’t know. That we got
attacked by an insane sol dier,
mental ly wounded in battle. |
don’t know.

Paxt on coughs and whi npers in pain.
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Si mpson pl aces his shirt over the open wound to Paxtons
shoul der. Both MIler and Sinpson lift up Paxton and aid

hi m back through the woods to the fort.

CUT TO
18. I NT BRI GG
Medi ¢ John Hill is finishing checking the prisoners over,
wi th Hawkins and Carter watching over intensely.
HAVKI NS
Anything to report John?
MEDI C JOHN HI LL
Nothing major. | will report back
to Captain Brodie.
HAVKI NS
Good. W& will just question these
alittle nore.
| NT GENERAL VESTWOOD' S QUARTERS
Westwood and Brodie are eating a neal while still talking.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
The only positive thing fromthe
norning travels is we nmanaged to
sal vage sone extra nedica
equi pnent, little ammo and little
f ood.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
I would like to know what they
were doing this far out.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
They try to tell nme they were...



A knock at the door cuts Brodie up fromfinishing his

guesti on.
GENERAL VEESTWOOD
Come in.
John Hill enters.
MEDI C JOHN HI LL
Sorry to interrupt you while you
are eating sir. Just to let you
know I have checked the prisoners
over.
CAPTAI N BRODI E
And?
MEDI C JOHN HI LL
Not hi ng major to report sir.
CAPTAI N BRODI E
As | thought. Thankyou John.
John Hill | eaves.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
I amworried that the prisoners
are having an affect on the nen
sir.

GENERAL VESTWOOD
How cone?

CAPTAI N BRODI E
They don’'t seemto be as focused.
They seem nore interested in
getting answers or playing pranks
on t hem

31.
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GENERAL VESTWOCD
Lighten up Brodie will you? The
men could do with a little |ight
hearted fun. They been stuck here
for three nmonths now with no
acti on whatsoever. They are
| onely, bored, mssing there
famlies.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Just don’t want to be caught off
guard sir.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
Do you really think we gonna have
any trouble out here? W were
posted here to make the nunbers
up that’s all.

EXT FORT.

Hender son, Thomas, Levitt and Lee are sitting around eating

and tal ki ng.
LEVITT
This food so nmakes me mss food
from hone.
THOVAS
Mrmmm Momi s cooking. | so m ss
her cooking. | hope she’s ok.
LEE
Yeah, | hope ny famly is doing
wel | . Seens ages since | saw ny

w fe and ki ds.

HENDERSON
How | ong since you seen them



LEE
Nearly a year.

THOVAS
A year. How s it been that |ong.
| thought it had been three to
si X nmont hs at nost.

LEE
| was with Captain Brodie and
General Westwood before we
arrived here. W were out in the
battlefields until Westwood got
injured. Brodie and | were
ordered to escort Westwood out
here. Westwood didn’'t want to
retire so they sent himhere
where they knew no battles woul d
t ake place but still gave
Westwood a job with rank.

HENDERSON
So we were based out here for one
man.

LEE

You said it. The only thing that
woul d ever threaten us out here
is the Indians, but not very
often they will attack a fort.

I NT BRI GG

Hawki ns is questioning the prisoners again.

HAVKI NS
You ready tell ne what you were
really doin’ at the plantation
farn?
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Captain Miitland shakes his head in disbelief at the
persi stence of Hawkins

One of the prisoners speaks out to Carter. Gordon Smthson
lived on the farmnext to Carter’s famly. They grew up
together until the civil war broke out.

GORDON SM THSON
How s the famly Geoff?

CARTER
It’s just Carter round here. |
don’'t know, | haven't seen them

for nearly four nonths.

GORDON SM THSON
Sorry. | saw them about two
nont hs ago. They seened ok.

CARTER
Thanks Gordon. It’s a shanme this
war drove a wedge between our
friendship.

GORDON SM THSON
| don't like this war any nore
than you dislike it | swear.

Hawki ns i ntervenes the conversation, slightly disgusted
that a Union Sol dier and a Confederate soldier are talking
i ke vague friends.

HAWKI NS
That’ s enough tal ki ng.

Hawki ns pulls Carter to one side.

HAVKI NS
What do you think you are doing
frattenising with the eneny.
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CARTER
CGeez, we grew up together. Played
on each other’s farns together.
W didn't ask for this war.

Carter pushes Hawki ns away in anger and | eaves the Brigg
abruptly.

One of the other prisoners speaks out.

PRI SONER 1
Can we pl ease have sone water. W
are dehydrati ng.

Hawki ns angrily throws the remai nder of water in a nearby
cup at him before storm ng out.

EXT FORT

As Hawkins storns out he collides into Peterson, nearly
knocki ng Peterson off his feet.

PETERSON
Hey. What the hell is your
probl em

Hawki ns doesn’t respond. He just continues to walk in
anger.

PETERSON
You will get what’s com ng

Pet erson makes his way to the upper level and joins WIson

who is still scouting for food. On his travels he passes
Levitt, Thomas, Lee and Henderson still sitting about
t al ki ng.

LEE

Anyt hi ng happeni ng Pet erson?



PETERSON
Hawki ns in a bad nood. Sonet hi ng
upset him

LEVITT
You know i f W/ son caught
anything yet. W are starving.

PETERSON
That’ s where | am headi ng now.
Maybe one of you should go an
check on Walker. It will be dark
soon, maybe he needs help with
t he | ogs.

Peterson carries on and clinbs up to WI son.

PETERSON
You ok W I son?

W LSON
I’ mgood. Wiich is nore than
can say for the hunting.

PETERSON
How cone?

W LSON
| ain't seen any deer or anything
ot her than birds all day.

PETERSON
Really, it’s not normally a
probl em round here.

W LSON
I know. | don’t understand it,
but since Brodie returned, very
little.

36.
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EXT WOODLAND

Just on the outskirts of the woods, Walker is piling |ogs
up ready to take into the fort. He calls one of the workers
in the outside tent over.

WALKER
Here, take sone of theses |ogs
for your fires.

WORKER
Thankyou.

Wal ker is distracted by a noaning from behind him Wen he
turns he is startled as he watches Paxton bei ng hel ped
along by MIler and Sinpson a little further into the
woodl and.

Wal ker rushes over to help them

WALKER
What happened?

Wal ker is taken back when he sees how white and drai ned
Paxton | ooks. He stares at all the bl ood sneared over the
three of the.

SI MPSON
Long story.

Wal ker picks up Paxton and place hi mover his shoul der.

WALKER
You guys get sone logs, | wll
take himto see the Doc.

S| MPSON
Thanks \Wal ker.
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Wal ker heads off in the direction of the fort w th Paxton
sl unped over his shoul der. Sinpson and MIler pick up | ogs
to take back.

EXT FORT HUNTERS WATCHOUT

Dusk is now getting heavy, and WIlson is about to retire
fromhunting. He sees Wl ker approaching the fort with

Paxt on over his shoul der. Peterson at the sane tinme spots a
deer further along on the outskirts of the woodl and.

W LSON
VWhat the hell

PETERSON
Deer!

Wl son | ooks at Peterson in total confusion. Peterson
doesn’t understand why WIlson is hesitating.

PETERSON
Shoot it.

Peterson points in the direction of the deer. WIson turns
to | ook at Wal ker getting closer to the edge of the
woodl and, then turns back to the direction of the deer.

Eventual |y he raises his gun and shoots. As he soots the
deer is startled by rustling probably com ng from Si npson
and MIler picking logs up! So instead of a direct hit, he
only wounds the deer, which slowmy tries to run off.

Pet erson | ooks down and spots Levitt close by the gates.
W son shouts down to Henderson and the others.
W LSON

Open the gates. Now. Sol dier
injured. Get the nedic quick

Henderson junps to his feet and rushes over to the gates
with Levitt, Thomas and Lee in pursuit.

Pet erson | ooks down on \Wal ker carrying Paxton havi ng now
realized why WIlson was hesitating. He pauses in shock
nonentarily before shouting at Levitt.
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PETERSON
Levitt, we just injured a deer.
Go get it. It can't have gotten
far. Wl son wounded it good. You
shoul d be able to foll ow the
bl ood trail.

Peterson points in the direction of where the deer was
shot. Levitt takes off |eaving Henderson, Thomas and Lee to
hel p Wal ker and Paxton. Peterson turns his attention back
to Wl ker.

PETERSON
What happened Wl ker.

Wal ker | ooks up at Peterson

WALKER
You need to ask Sinpson and
M Il er that question.

The gates to the fort swing fully open, and Wal ker enters.

EXT FORT.

Si npson and MIler follow carrying | ogs. Wal ker tells the
ot hers to hel p.

WALKER
One of you go and find the Doc,
the others get the rest of the
| ogs.

Lee junps into action.

LEE
I will get John, you guys go and
get the I ogs.

Hender son and Thonmas run off to get the renmainder of the
| ogs.

Wal ker nmakes his way to the Medics room He clears various
items fromthe table and |ies Paxton down on the table.
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The door bursts open and John rushes in to assist Paxton.
He renpbves the shirt from Paxton’s shoul der and i s shocked
at the wound.

VEDI C JOHN HI LL
What !

He barks orders out to \Wal ker.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
I need Sinpson and MIller in here
now. | need to know what caused
this. Also inform Captain Brodie
and General Westwood of the
events.

Val ker | ooks on in shock at the wound. John shouts
startling Wal ker into action.

VEDI C JOHAN HI LL
Wal ker! Now.

Val ker takes off. John Hill feels the head of Paxton, which
is extrenely hot and cl amy.

VEDI C JOHN HI LL
He's got a fever. Wich probably
means the wound i s infected.

He dips a piece of cloth in cold water before placing it on
t he head of Paxton. Paxton flinches and opens his eyes ever
so slightly. John notices this and tries to talk to Paxton.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
Hey man, what the hell you been
doi n son?

Paxton | ooks at John Hi Il but is hallucinating. He sees
John as the creature that attacked him Paxton starts to
pani c. He thrashes about pushing John away. John is trying
to cal m Paxton down. Paxton starts to convul se.
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John rushes over to find a bottle of norphine. He pours it
onto a cloth and places it over Paxtons nmouth sedating him
Paxton’s body slowy calnms to a slight flinch before being
not i onl ess.

EXT WOODLAND

Levitt finds the pool of blood where the deer was shot. He
sets off in the direction of the blood trail. He is
concentrating so nmuch on the blood trail, he doesn’t spot
t he sil houettes of people in the di stance anong the di med
[ight of dusk setting.

I NT GENERAL WESTWOOD' S QUARTERS
Westwood and Brodie are still tal king over matters.

CAPTAI N BRODI E

I think we should be a little
nore vigilant over the next few
days. Just incase the prisoners
are speaking the truth. W don’t
want a surprise anbush fromthe
Indians if they w ped there nen
out so easily.

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
| agree. What do you have in
m nd.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
I think we should have two on
ni ght watch instead of one. Mire
vigil ance on the use of the
weapons. Amop is low as it is.
@un powder is danp follow ng the
down pour the other day.
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GENERAL VESTWOCD
| suggest we send a coupl e of
scouts out also, that way we wl
know i f any Indians are close by.

Brodi e nods in agreenent. Lee bursts into Westwood' s room
all out of breath.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
What the hell you doing soldier.
You never heard of knocki ng.

LEE
Apol ogi es sir, but we have an
emer gency.

GENERAL WVESTWOOD
Go on then

LEE
It's Paxton sir. He's in a bad
way Sir.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Wasn’'t he down by the river
bat hi ng.

LEE
Sir. He's been attacked. It don't
| ook good.

GENERAL WESTWOOD
Who attacked him

LEE
We don’t know yet sir

CAPTAI N BRODI E
VWhere i s he?
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LEE
He is with the Doc sir.

They all |eave to check on Paxton.

EXT WOODLAND

Levitt is still following the blood trail. He pauses as he
hears a rustling noise fromjust ahead. He sniles.

LEVITT
| got you now deer.

He approaches with caution. He holds his gun tight as he
turn quickly. He spots a mass amount of blood. Levitt
assunmes it is where the deer nust have rested and his
footsteps noved it on.

LEVITT
Looks |i ke WIson wounded it good
and proper.

I NT MEDI CS ROOM

John Hi Il is cleaning the wound out. Puss is oozing from
t he wound. Most of the blood is now coagul ati ng.

Lee enters along with Brodie and Wstwood. They are al
t aken back at the sight of Paxton lying on the table. He
| ooks |i ke death warnmed up. Lee | eaves the room

GENERAL WESTWOOD
How i s he John?

John turns | ooking rather bloodied hinself. He shakes his
head in resignnent.
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MEDI C JOHN HI LL
It’s not | ooking good sir. | need
to operate but the wound is so
close to the neck and veins.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
What happened?

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
If I didn’t know any better sir,
I would say he was bitten

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Bitten. By what?

VEDI C JOHN HI LL
Take a | ook sir.

He waves Brodi e and Westwood over. Pointing toward the
wound, they all | ook closely.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
That | ooks |ike human teeth marks
sir. And if you | ook close
enough, looks like a tooth is
still stuck in there sir.

The door to the room bursts open, nmaking all three junp.
They turn to see Sinpson and M Il er standing there.

S| MPSON
How is he sir?

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Not good. What the hell happened?

S| MPSON
He was attacked sir.
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CAPTAI N BRCDI E
W can see that you fool. By
whont

Si mpson struggles to explain as he know how unbelievabl e
the events were despite witnessing it first hand.

SI MPSON
By one of our own god dammed nen
sir.

Si |l ence bestows upon the room

GENERAL VESTWOCD
What did you just say son

M LLER
He is speaking the truth sir. W
spotted one of our nmen floating
down the river. When we checked
on him he was alive.

SI MPSON
Paxton tried to help him but the
man was crazed sir.

They negl ected to explain that they shot the man dead on
two occasi ons.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
What the hell is going on around
her e.

He points to Sinpson and M1l er

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
You two hel p the Doc. John do
what ever is necessary.

John nods in agreenent. Brodie and Westwood | eave. They
begin to tal k outside.
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EXT FORT.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
VWhat do we do sir?

GENERAL VESTWOCD
Get all the nmen together. Tel
themto be on high alert. Could
Be the work of Indians. W maybe
shoul d t hi nk about bringing the
cooks and cl eaners in tonight.

They pause as they hear W/ son and Peterson shouting out.

WLSON (O S.)
Levitt, you got it yet?

PETERSON (O. S.)
What’ s taking you so | ong man?

Brodie turns his attention to Wl son and Pet erson.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
W1l son, What's up? Were’'s Levitt
got to?

Wlson turns to Birdie

W LSON
He went out to retrieve a deer
sir. But that was sone tinme ago
now.

EXT WOODLAND

Levitt finally finds what was the wounded deer not far from
where he assunmed the deer had rested. He | ooks down at the
deer revolted by the ness. The deer has been ravaged.



47.

As he | ooks up slightly he is even nore repul sed at the
sight of a heavily scarred, scabbed and bl oodi ed Uni on
sol dier eating a chunk of raw flesh ravaged fromthe deer.

LEVITT
What the hell are you doing man?

In the background sil houettes of nen are still noving,
drawi ng closer to Levitt.

LEVITT
What regi nent you with sol dier

The sol dier ignores Levitt and continues eating the deer.

LEVITT
Sol di er |1 asked what regi ment you
are with. What’s wong with you
You sick or sonething?

Levitt wal ks over and yanks the sol diers head back. Levitt
freezes with fear. As he yanks the head back, the hat falls
off the soldier revealing a scal ped head. The sol di er | ooks
at Levitt with a notionless gaze. The eyes all bl oodshot.

Bl ood fromthe deer is snmeared all around it’s nmouth and
the skin is all dried and cracked. The soldier tilts its
head slightly as it takes stock of Levitt. It begins to
snarl and nove toward Levitt.

LEVITT
VWhat the hell ?

Levitt turns in fear, scranbling to his feet. Unfortunately
he turns into what was the silhouettes. Now it is nore of

t he dead sol diers, both union and confederates. They swarm
over Levitt as he slips on the deer blood, mauling him as
he screans and tries to fight them off.
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EXT FORT.

Henderson and Lee energe fromthe fort again. They nake
there way over to the tents where the cooks and workers
reside.

As they get closer, we see the tents are all torn. A cooks
body lies slunped half out of one of the tents. Henderson
i s concerned.

HENDERSON
What’s up with him

LEE
Don’'t know. Best check on him

As they get closer, the cook disappears inside the tent as
i f soneone dragged himin. Henderson and Lee pause a
nonent .

Once at the tent, Henderson reluctantly bends down and
| ooks i nside.

HENDERSON
I's everyone..

Hender son doesn’t finish speaking. Instead he retches at
the sight of soldiers both union and confederate eating the
cooks and workers.

Henderson turns and vomts violently. Lee is concerned with
Hender sons acti ons.

LEE
Hender son, what’'s up?

Henderson is too busy vomting to answer. Lee al so
reluctantly takes a | ook and cant’ believe his eyes. He
pul I s back and ushers Henderson back to the fort.
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As they are making there way back to the fort they hear
Screans.

HENDERSON
Levitt?

Both | ook back in the direction of the screans and ponder
checking on him They | ook at the tents.

LEE
W can’t | eave him He woul dn’t
| eave us.

Hender son and Lee head off to find Levitt.

Alittle way into the woods, they see a posse of soldiers
all piled together tearing into sonething.

HENDERSON
They have the deer.

LEE
Qur neal .

As they get closer, Lee spots the deer at the side al
ravaged. Lee immediately starts to think of what they are
mauling if it isn't the deer. He grabs the attention of
Hender son

LEE
If that is the deer there. Then
what are they eating.

One of the soldiers turns to | ook at Henderson and Lee
while taking a bite out of Levitt’s head.

Hender son and Lee are horrified and flee in desperation
back to the fort.



I NT MEDI CS ROOM

John Hill
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is busy stitching the wound up to Paxton’s

shoul der who is still unconscious. Brodie re-enters to see

how Paxton is.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
How i s he?

MEDI C JOHN HI LL

| really don’t know. | have

cl eaned the wound and stitched it
up. | have done everything |I can
wi th what we have, but only tine
will tell. If the infection was
deeper, he won’t stand a chance.
He has also lost a |ot of blood.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
How are you?

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
I’ m shaki ng, but conpared to
Paxton |’ m fine.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
You did a good job John.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
Thankyou Capt ai n.

Brodi e | eaves, as John places a bl anket over

hi m war m

EXT FORT.

On the high tier |ookout.

return of Levitt.

Paxton to keep

W1l son and Peterson await the
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CAPTAI N BRODI E
Any sign of Levitt yet nmen?

W LSON
No sir.

Just then, Henderson and Lee flee fromthe woodl and
scream ng at WIlson to open the gates as they run toward
the fort.

LEE
Open the gates.

HENDERSON
Now. W I son get themto open the
gat es now.

Wl son turns and barks orders to open the gates.

W LSON
Open the gates quickly.

Thomas i s opening the gates as Henderson and Lee barge
there way in.

HENDERSON
Cl ose the gates. C ose them now.

Thomas is bew | dered, but closes the gates as request ed.

Henderson and Lee are full of adrenaline, and Captain
Brodi e approaches them

CAPTAI N BRODI E
What’ s wrong nen? Were is
Levitt?

Bot h Henderson and Lee | ook at Brodie trying to work out
how t hey are going to explain the situation.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
VWl l cone on. VWhere is he?
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LEE
He is still in the woods captain.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
And you left him

LEE
You don’t understand sir.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Then nake nme under st and.

HENDERSON
He is dead sir.

Hender son and Lee are out of breath as they try to speak.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
What. How? He can’t be. First
Paxton, now Levitt. Wat is going
on.

LEE
Captain, | knowthis is going to
sound unbel i evabl e. He was eaten.

Brodi e | aughs as do sonme of the other nen.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Say agai n.

HENDERSON
So were all the cooks and
cleaners. Sir if you | ook, you
will see the tents are all ripped
and bl oodi ed.

Brodi e no | onger sees the funny side. Sinpson interrupts.

S| MPSON
Makes sense.
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CAPTAI N BRODI E
What makes sense.

SI MPSON
You saw Paxton sir. He was bit by
one of our soldiers.

LEE
It was both our soldiers and the
Confeds eating Levitt and the
ot hers.

Brodie is struggling to come to ternms with what is being
sai d.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Enough of this nonsense.

Brodi e makes his way to the high tier. He struggles to
focus on the tents as it is getting darker all the tine.

However he notices a soldier exit one of the tents, but not
by the doorway. He clinbs through a rip in the tent.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
W son, shoot that sol dier.

W LSON
But what if he is one of our nen
sir.

Brodi e snatches the gun from Wl son and takes aim

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Stop where you are sol dier

The soldier continues to walk aimessly. Brodie |oads the
gun.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
| told you to stop sol dier
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Brodi e shoots the gun, hitting the shoulder in the chest.
The soldier falls back. Brodie smles and turns away.

W LSON
Erm Captain sir.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
VWat is it WIson

W1 son points down to the soldier.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
VWhat ?

Brodi e | ooks down and is amazed as the soldier clanbers
back to his feet.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
That is inpossible.

Brodi e descends back down to the ground | evel. He nakes his
way the Ceneral’s QUARTERS.

PETERSON
What do you want us to do
Capt ai n.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Stay there. Keep watch and do not
| eave the fort. | think Henderson
and Lee shoul d get checked by the
Doc for there sanity.

As Brodie | eaves, Peterson notices nore sol diers energing
fromthe woods at short intervals. He shows WI son.

PETERSON
You seen this. Wiy they wal ki ng
so sl ow.

W LSON

Who are they?



PETERSON
Think we better let the Captain
know.

I NT GENERAL WESTWOOD' S QUARTERS
Brodie is briefing Wstwood.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
Are you crazy Brodie. Is your
sanity going astray out here with
bor edom

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Don’t you think | questioned
there sanity. They were so
adamant in the story. | know it
sounds prepost erous.

Hawki ns enters.

GENERAL WESTWOOD
Yes Hawkins, what is it?

HAVKI NS
Sir, nore of them are energing
fromthe woods. There nust be at
| east ten at present.

West wood | ooks at Brodie.

GENERAL WESTWOOD
Il think | need to see this for

nysel f.

Al'l three | eave the QUARTERS.

55.
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EXT FORT.

General Westwood and Captain Brodie stand at the | ookout,
amazed as nore sol diers energe.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Where are they com ng fronf

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
Who are they?

HAVKI NS
What do they want?

SI MPSON
Us.

Everyone | ooks to Sinpson.

SI MPSON
It’s obvious. They killed Paxton.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Paxton i s not dead.

SI MPSON
Yet! He may as well be. Levitt,
t he cooks, the workers all dead
and eaten by them They know we
are here.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
I need yo to stay calmprivate.

SI MPSON
How are we supposed to stay calm
wi th those things out there.



EXT FORT.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
Because they are out there and
not in here. They can’t get in
unless we let “emin.

CAPTAI' N BRODI E

| don’t understand there notive.

They are not even trying to
attack.

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
W will sit it out tonight. If

they are still here in the
norning we will look into it
then. I want two on watch every

ot her hour. The rest of you get
sonme rest.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
W1 son, Peterson, you are on

first watch. Rest of you get sone

sl eep.

57.

CUT TGO

Random shots of the dead sol diers wal king aimessly and
eating flesh fromthe cooks etc.

EXT FORT.

Si mpson and Smith are sitting round a snal

stove and pan boiling potato’s.

fire with a

The remai nder of the soldiers are relaxing but are to
scared to sleep, except MIller who is snoring.
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THOVAS
How can he sleep at a time |like
this.
CARTER
MIller would sleep through a
st anpede.
THOVAS

No way am | sl eeping tonight, not
whil e they are out there.

LEE
You will need some rest,
ot herwi se you won't be strong
enough to fight themif we need
to.

Thomas | ooks at Lee, obviously not what he wanted to hear.
Si mpson and Smith approach with bow of mash potato.

HAWKI NS
VWhat the hell is this?

SM TH
It is all we have. You got a
problemw th that.

HAVKKI NS
Who the hell do you think you are
talking to Private.

SM TH
You, | amtalking to you. Want to
make sonething of it.

Hawki ns rises to his feet and approaches Snith.
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HAVKI NS
I’ mgonna teach you how not to
speak to higher ranked sol dier.

SM TH
You are no higher than us, you
just a brown nose boot |icker.

Hawki ns lunges at Smith, but Smth being younger and

ni nbl e, dodges the |unge | eaving Hawkins flat on the floor.
As Hawkins rolls over, Smth dives on top of Hawkins and a
fight breaks out.

Wal ker trudges over and breaks the fight up, holding
Hawki ns in one hand and Smith in the other. Both are stil
angry. Walker talks to themin turn while still holding
t hem

WALKER
(To Hawki ns) You shoul d know
better. If you think you are
hi gher ranked, then start acting
like it.

Wal ker turns to Smth.

WALKER
And you, cal mdown. | know you
scared, we all are. But fighting
each other ain’'t gonna help. And
that goes for you all yeah

Hawki ns wal ks away angrily before getting the | ast words
in.
HAVKI NS

This ain't the end of it. | am
wat chi ng you Smith.
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EXT FORT HUNTERS WATCHOUT

Pet erson and Wl son are sitting watching the soldiers
out si de wal ki ng round wi t hout any purpose. The bright noon
lights the sky up beautifully.

PETERSON
I never thought it would cone to
this.

W LSON

Cone to what?

PETERSON
Fighting ny owmn nen to survive.

W LSON
Do you think they are our own
nmen.

PETERSON

| don’t know what to think any
nore. Just know | want to nmake it
through to see ny famly.

W LSON
| sonetinmes think we already dead
and this is purgatory.

PETERSON
You crazy fool.

W son | aughs.

W LSON
Well, surely hell can’t get worse
t han these past few nonths. Stuck
out here in the blazing heat with
not hi ng but us. Then these cone
al ong.
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Foot st eps approachi ng from behi nd unease Peterson and
Wl son. WIson grabs the gun and turns rapidly. Sinpson
nearly drops the bow s as he junps back.

They all |augh with enbarrassnent.

SI MPSON
It’s not much, but it will keep
you goi ng for now.

PETERSON
Thanks man. Appreciate it. You
guys better get sone rest.

I NT GENERAL VESTWOCD S QUARTERS

HAVKI NS
They gonna kill each other before
anything el se sir.

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
They just scared that's all. GCet
Sone rest. | am sure everything
will be clearer in the norning.

West wood | ays down on his bed.

HAWKI NS
I”"mscared too sir.

Brodie interrupts sternly.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
W're all scared damm it nman. Now
get yourself together and get
some rest. Devise a roster for
the watch, maybe that wll take
your mnd off things for a short
whi | e.

Hawki ns | eaves feeling dejected.
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Ti mel apse. - nen sl eeping, changing watch duties, the
creatures outside wal king aimnessly.

EXT FORT.

Even nore soldiers wal k around waiting!

I NT BRI GG

The prisoners are sitting tal king anong thensel ves, worried
about the events and commotion of the previous night.

PRI SONER 1
Sir, what do you think is
happeni ng? Do you think it is the
I ndi ans.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Could be. | don't know Could be
anyt hi ng.

PRI SONER 1
Not the Indians please. They are
evil.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Get a grip man. It could even be
our soldiers |ooking for us.

PRI SONER 2
You t hi nk so.

PRI SONER 3
Could be couldn't it.

PRI SONER 1
Nah, they would have killed us by
nowif it were our men.
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CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
If you don't settle down, | wll
kill you.

Carter wal ks past the brigg.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Sol di er, what’'s goi ng on.

Carter wal ks back and | ooks on at the prisoners.

CARTER
You gonna die, that's what.

Carter wal ks on before quickly returning.

CARTER
If you don’t keep quiet that is.

Carter disappears |eaving the prisoners dunfounded.

EXT FORT HUNTERS WATCHOUT

Si npson is | ooking down in horror at the anmount of soldiers
wal ki ng around. Even nore that union and confederate

sol diers are anong each other. He nudges \Wal ker who is on
wat ch with him

WALKER
VWat is it?

SI MPSON
This ain't right.

Si npson notions toward the creatures. \Wal ker | ooks but
doesn’t see what Sinpson sees.

WALKER
What ain't right.
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S| MPSON
Look. Qur nmen wal ki ng si de by
side with the Confed scum

Wal ker rubs his eyes then takes anot her | ook.

WALKER
Dam. Maybe the war is over.

SI MPSON
Maybe we are over.

Wal ker | ooks at Sinmpson wondering what he neans by the
coments.

I NT GENERAL VESTWOCD S QUARTERS

Westwood |ies fast asleep in his bed as Brodie lies asleep
in his chair at his desk. A knock at the door startles
Brodi e. Westwood doesn’t nove.

Si npson enters.

SI MPSON
Sorry to disturb your rest
Captain but you mght want to
take a |l ook at this.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
At what sol dier.

S| MPSON
At the nen outside sir.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
What about thenf

SI MPSON
I don’t think you would believe
me if | told you Captain.
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Brodi e | ooks at Sinpson intrigued now.

EXT FORT HUNTERS WATCHOUT

Brodie follows Sinpson to the watchout. Brodie stops in md
step as he | ooks out taking in the sights.

The sun is rising behind the dead sol di ers wal ki ng.

I NT GENERAL VESTWOCD S QUARTERS

Brodi e enters the QUARTERS whi ch makes Westwood j unp.
West wood is now awake and is just about to shave.

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
What’' s happeni ng Captai n.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
| amnot sure sir. It is bizarre.
Qur nmen are collaborating with
t he eneny out there sir. Wl king
side by side. They nust delirious
or sonet hi ng.

GENERAL WESTWOOD
You don’t think the war...

Brodi e cuts Westwood up.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
No, we woul d have received a
telegram | amgoing to go out
and speak with the general to get
to the bottom of this.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
Do you think that is w se
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CAPTAI N BRCDI E
W need to do sonething. Qur nen
need sone reassurance.

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
k| will speak to there general.
I will be out in a nonent.

EXT FORT

Brodi e advances his nen, who are eager to know what the
pl ans are. Brodie gathers everyone together.

John Hill joins themat this time too with the sad news of
Paxt on.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
VWhat is it John? How is Paxton?

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
| amafraid he is deteriorating
sir. I mght have to cut into the
wound after all

There is eerie silence as everyone gives thought to Paxton.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Keep doi ng you best John

Brodie turns his attention to nore urgent matters.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
As you all know by now, Paxton
was attacked, Levitt, the cooks
and workers were all brutally
nmur dered. By whom we do not know
yet .

Si mpson is about to speak out.
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CAPTAI N BRODI E
| said we do not know yet.
However | cannot believe our own
men woul d be this callous.
Therefore General Westwood is
going to go and speak with there
general. | need two volunteers to
escort Ceneral Westwood.

Everyone | ooks at each other hoping the other wll
vol unteer. None do so.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Hawki ns. Do the honour pl ease.

Hawki ns steps out of line. He | ooks al ong each sol dier.
Smth expects the worst after there spat the previous
ni ght.

HAVKI NS
Si mpson, Henderson. You wil |
escort the Ceneral.

Bot h Si npson and Henderson call Hawki ns under there breath.
General Westwood approaches ready to tal k.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Hawki ns, open the gates.

The gates open slightly and Westwood exits with Sinpson and
Hender son clutching to there weapons.

The only sound cones frombirds flying high above and noans
fromthe dead sol diers.

Si npson and Henderson keep focused on the bl oodied soldiers
wal ki ng ai m essly.

West wood signals for Sinpson and Henderson to stop once a
few yards out.
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GENERAL VESTWOCD
| call on your General to cone
forth and speak.

None of the bl oodied soldiers respond.

Westwood renpves his colt, raises it in the air and fires.
This grabs the attention of the bl oodi ed soldiers who turn
in the direction of Wstwood.

GENERAL WVESTWOOD
That's better.

Si mpson nmutters under his breath.

S| MPSON
Is it? You could have fool ed ne.

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
Wi ch of you is the general.

Slow y, the bloodied soldiers start to advance hol di ng
t here hands out to grab Westwood, Sinpson and Hender son.

HENDERSON
Erm sir general, this don't |ook
good. Maybe we should retreat.

West wood stands firm

GENERAL WESTWOOD
I will not be intimdated by
t heses here sol diers.

West wood raises his gun again and points it to the cl osest
advanci ng bl oody sol dier.

GENERAL VESTWOOD
| order you to retreat soldier or
I will shoot.

There is no response.
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GENERAL VESTWOCD
Retreat | command you

Still no response. Westwood, Sinpson and Henderson take a
coupl e of steps back before Westwood fires.

The bull et penetrates the chest of the advanci ng bl oody
soldier which falls to the ground.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
Let that be a warning to the rest
of you.

Suddenly the soldier he just shot gets back up.

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
That is not right.

SI MPSON
Now can we go back sir.

GENERAL WESTWOOD
Yes, retreat nen.

The three of themturn to retreat to the fort, but hadn’t
notice the creatures slowy noving behind themas well as
advanci ng. They are now surrounded.

Shots are heard fromthe higher tier. Wien the three
soldiers | ook up, WIlson, Brodie and few others are
shooting nmaking a clear path for themto get back.

As they are just about to enter the gates a hand reaches up
and grabs the |l eg of Sinpson. Sinpson screans out in agony
as the fingers cut deep into Sinpson’s |leg causing himto
fall over.

West wood turns and grabs the outstretched arm of Sinpson.
He tries to pull Sinpson, but nore and nore creatures clinb
on top of Sinpson biting chunks out of him Sinpson cries
out in pain as he lets go of Westwood’ s hand.
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West wood nakes a nove to go back and hel p Sinpson but is
dragged back by Hender son.

HENDERSON
He’ s gone sir.

West wood stares at Henderson nonentarily before they both
squeeze through the small opening of the gate.

They struggle to close the gate as the creatures try to
follow through. Brodi e advances and shoots the cl osest
creature in the head, and the gate is slanmed shut. Brodie
turns to Westwood.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
You ok sir?

GENERAL VEESTWOCD
| amfine. But Sinpson aint. |
don’t care who or what they are.
| want themall dead. Kill them
all.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Yes sir.

West wood | eaves to return to his QUARTERS.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
You heard the general. Get your
weapons and get into position,
let’s kill themall. John, you
check the General over then
want you back out here having
some fun.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
Yes capt ain.

Random shots of the men grabbing there guns and amunition
bef ore standing on the higher tier firing at the creatures.
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The creatures fall everytine they are hit, but everytine
they clinb back to there feet.

This infuriates Captain Brodie who realizes they are
wasting there amunition.

He calls for a cease-fire.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
At ease nmen. This is not worKking.
Keep wat ch

Brodi e makes his way to speak with Westwood.

I NT GENERAL WESTWOOD' S QUARTERS
Westwood is sitting at his desk writing vigorously.
Brodi e storns in.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Sir, it is no good. W keep
shooting them but they just won’t
di e.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
What do you nean they won't die.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
They just keep getting back up
sir. They are relentless.

GENERAL VESTWOOD
Then we sit it out. We have not
got enough anmmunition to keep
shooting at nothing. W will send
a scout out tonorrow with this
here letter.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
How are we going to get the scout
past those.
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GENERAL VEESTWOCD
We meke a diversion. Pick a
vol unteer of the soldiers and we
pray he finds hel p before they
get in or we kill each other.

The door bursts open and John Hill enters rather flustered
and concer ned.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
It’s Paxton, | need to operate
NOW.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Then do it. I will get two nmen to
hel p you.

I NT MEDI CS ROOM

John grabs sone equi pnent together. Paxton is actually
awake at this point, but extrenely delirious and is in
excruci ate pain. John H Il knows he has to cal mhimor he
won’'t be able to continue with the operation. He | ooks back
at Paxton wiggling on the table.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
I have to get himcalm

Wal ker and Carter enter the roomto help John in trying to
save Paxton. Carter is quite disturbed at the sight of
Paxton. Paxton is extrenely pasty, with very dark eyes.

WALKER
What do you need us to do Doc?

John takes a deep breath before answering.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
I need you to hold himdown as
still as possible.

( MORE)
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MEDI C JOHN HI LL(cont' d)
| can’t sedate himany nore and
if I slipwhile cutting him |1
cut his artery, and that is
something | really don’t want to
do.

Wal ker noves over to Paxton while Carter stands staring.

WALKER
Carter, get over here and give ne
sone help will you.

Carter | ooks up at Wal ker though still staring. Not exactly
taking in what wal ker said.

John wal ks over to carter and lays his hand on Carter’s
shoul der gently.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
Carter, if you are not up for
this, I need you to | eave now. |
can’t have anyone getting in the
way while | operate.

Carter seens to snap out of his trance.

CARTER
I’msorry. No |l will be good.
Anyt hi ng for Paxton. Anything.

Paxton wiggles on the table in pain, while Wal ker and
Carter pin his shoulders down tight on the table.

Problemis Paxton’s head is still thrashing around
violently. Just then Brodie enters.

VEDI C JOHN HI LL
Just in tine.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Par don.
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VEDI C JOHN HI LL
I need soneone to hold his head
still.

Brodi e nods and wal ks over.

Rel uctantly Brodi e holds Paxton's head in place. John
renoves the cloth that was used as a dressing. The stitched
wound fromearlier is oozing puss again and the whol e neck
area is black, yellow and green. The snell is so bad it is
i ntoxi cating. Wal ker, Carter and even Brodie struggle to
cope with it.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
VWhat the hell is it John.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
Gangrene. If | don’t stop it now
it wll spread through his body
by night fall and he will die.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Then let’s get on with it yeah.

John turns away and returns with a knife. Carter can't take
his eyes fromthe knife for sone reason. He follows as the

kni fe noves down to Paxton’s neck. Carter’s eyes grow w der
as the knife cuts through the stitches on Paxton’s neck yet
Carter still can’t renove his eyes from watching.

The wound cuts open and the puss spurts out over Carter who
stops hinself fromretching. At this point Carter manages
to turn away.

As John opens the wound wi der, he dabs a cloth to clean
away the puss and bl ood. The stench is even stronger. John
cl oses his eyes and shakes his head.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
What’ s t he danage Doc?
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MEDI C JOHN HI LL
It’s deeper than | hoped.

Paxton is squealing all the time through the operation.
Wi ch nakes Carter feel even nore unconfortable.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
The only renote chance is to
cauterise the wound.

They all |ook on at John wanting an expl anati on.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
W need to try and seal the wound
frominside which inturn wll
stop the infection from
spreading. If it hasn’'t already
that is.

They all continue to | ook at John wondering how they are
going to do that.

Brodie picks a large knife up fromthe table and | eaves the
room The others watch on intrigued to Brodie s actions.

EXT FORT.

We follow Brodie who wal ks over to a canp fire where Smth
is boiling potato’s. Brodie places the knife into the fire.

SM TH
How i s Paxton sir?

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Not good. Al we can do is pray.

W can see WIlson and Peterson on the higher tier watching
over the dead soldiers outside. MIler, Thomas, Lee and
Henderson are sitting around resting.
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M LLER
What the hell they doin to
Paxt on man.

LEE
Trying to fix him what do you
t hink idiot.

M LLER

I"’mnot an idiot.

LEE
You SO are.

HENDERSON
You know what we should do. W
shoul d hold MIler over the edge
of the fort, attract them
sol diers out there then we can
all run for it.

They all start to |augh except for Mller.

M LLER
Ha Ha. Not funny.

Brodi e appears from nowhere holding the knife in his hands
which is bright orange fromthe fire.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Just you hold that thought. I

think I like it.

They all | ook on at Brodie as he wal ks away keeping his
face straight.

M LLER
He is joking right.

HENDERSON
I don’t think he is.
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M LLER
He can’t be seri ous.

THOVAS
It’s obviously gave himan idea.

I NT MEDI CS ROOM

Brodi e enters and wal ks over to Paxton. Wthout any
hesitation he places the red hot blade into the wound of
Paxt on as deep as he can push it w thout causing nore
damage. Paxton squeal s out |ouder than ever and tries to
break free from being held down.

Carter flinches as he watches Paxton squirm Eventually
Paxt on passes out and Brodi e renoves the knife.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Stitch himup Doc. If that don't
wor k, then we bury himtonorrow.

John, Carter and \Wal ker are anazed at the col dness of
Brodie. Brodie throws the knife on the table and | eaves.

I NT BRI GG

The prisoners are tal king anong thenselves, nore worried
than ever after hearing the screans of Paxton.

PRI SONER 1
What do you think all that was
about .

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
| suspect one of there soldiers
aint well and they operating on
him 1’ve heard those squeal s
before, only on an operating
t abl e.
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PRI SONER 2
When?

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
During the battle of MIestone 8
nont h back. We were attacked
during the night and few of us
survi ved. Many soldiers |ay on
the floor waiting to be operated
on. After hearing the screans of
ot hers, many of the wounded woul d
try to kill thensel ves or plead
with a passing soldier to do the
honour rather than be operated
on. They knew once you entered
the nedic tent, there was little
hope of com ng out alive. So why
go through the agony.

Hawki ns enters, and stares at Maitland sternly.

HAVKI NS
Paxton will be ok. He didn't die
during the surgery.

Smith and Henderson follow with rashings for the prisoners.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Thankyou.

HAVKI NS
Don’t thank us. If it were up to
us, you would starve. That is
courtesy of General Westwood.

I NT GENERAL VESTWOCD S QUARTERS

Westwood is witing at his desk as Brodie enters. Brodie
wal ks over and picks up a towel to w pe the blood fromhis
hands and f ace.



GENERAL VESTWOCD
How i s Paxton doi ng?

CAPTAI N BRODI E
As good as dead. | doubt he'll
see the night through.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
He was a good | ad too.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
It is all taking a big affect on
the rest of the nmen. | don’t
think they can go on like this
for much longer. It is two nights
now t hey have been wal ki ng ar ound
and we have been stuck in here.

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
I have plans. | have fed the
prisoners today.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
You have done what. \Why? We need
all the food we can get for our
own men.

West wood smi |l es cunningly.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
We are going to use themas bait
in the norning.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Bait for what?

GENERAL VESTWOCD
I have been thinking how we can
send a scout out past
t hose....whatever they are out
t here.
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CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Well | have an idea. | heard the
men j oking on. We can hang one of
our men over the back of the fort
and entice the....

Westwood interrupts Brodie.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
Too risky. I will not put any
nore of ny nen at grave risk
Instead, we offer the prisoners
t here freedom t onorrow norni ng.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Are you |l osing you m nd General

GENERAL VESTWOCD
| grow weary of your respect
Capt ai n Brodie.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Sorry General. My hunble
apol ogi es.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
We offer themfreedom in return
for there freedomthey | eave the
fort. If they refuse to | eave
they will be executed on the
spot. As they |eave, the soldiers
outside will follow |eaving room
for our scout to escape on
hor seback. So | have fed and
wat ered the prisoners to give
thema little energy and strength
to keep them....soldiers
occupi ed | ong enough. Al we need
to do nowis find a scout.

( MORE)



GENERAL VESTWOOD( cont ' d)
They will take this here letter

to General Lanbert.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Actually, | comend you sir. That
is abrilliant idea.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
W will rest and sit the night
out with two on watch again,
tonorrow i s a new day.

I NT BRI GG
The prisoners eat there food |ike ravenous ani mal s.

PRI SONER 3
Wiy are they giving us food.

PRI SONER 2
Who cares, | am fan shed.

PRI SONER 3
They are up to sonething.

PRI SONER 1
Maybe it is our nmen out there,
and they are being nice to us so
we wi Il show conpassi on when they
are captured.

PRI SONER 2
Coul d be. What do you think
Capt ai n?

Mai tl and | ooks at each of his nen in turn.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Just eat. | amsure we will find
out soon enough what there plans
are.

81.
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EXT FORT.

Brodie has all the nen together. They all wait eager to
hear what Brodi e has to say.

SM TH
So what are we going to do
capt ai n.

HENDERSON
We can’t just keep sitting here
like this.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
First off, we all stay calm

M LLER
Easy said than done don’t you
t hi nk.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
I know t hese past two days have
been hard on everyone. W are
trying to get through this the
best we can. | know it is not
easy. W do have a plan though.

On the higher tier, Peterson nutters to hinself.

PETERSON
This | have to hear.

Pet erson clinbs down and asks Snmith to relieve himof his
wat ch. Smth makes his way to the high tier where he joins
Hawki ns.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
I need a volunteer scout. W are
going to make a diversion in the
nor ni ng.

( MORE)
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CAPTAI N BRODI E(cont ' d)
Wien we have a clear path, the

scout will make his way on
hor seback to get help from
General Lanbert.

Wal ker steps forward.

WALKER
I will doit.
Thomas steps out.
THOVAS
No offence, but I wll be quicker

sir. Walker is a big man, he may
way the horse down.

Brodi e | ooks on at Thomas, then | ooks at \Wal ker.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
He has a point.

WALKER
He is way too young and
i nexperienced to send.

THOVAS
| can do it.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
| could do with your strength
here Wal ker if the truth be told.

Wal ker nods in agreenent reluctantly.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Any ot her vol unteers.

None of the other soldiers really fancy taking the risk of
bei ng out there with them sol diers.
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CAPTAI N BRODI E
Then it is settled. Thomas | eaves
in the norning. Get sone food and
rest. Sane as last night. Two on
wat ch every ot her hour. Thomas
you don’t watch tonight. W need
you fit for tonorrow.

As Brodi e wal ks away, Peterson speaks out.

PETERSON
VWhat is the diversion sir.

MIller frantically speaks out.

M LLER
You are not hanging nme over the
edge. No way.

Everyone | aughs out [ oud.

M LLER
It is not funny.

Even Brodie has to try and refrain from I aughing.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
No MIler, we are not hangi ng you
over the edge. You will all find
out in the norning. None of you
will be put at risk I can assure
you. So stay cal mand rest up.

Brodie’s words | eaves the perfect topical discussion for
t he ni ght.

Up on the higher tier, Smth | ooks out at the hoard of
soldiers. There is lots now Smith is horrified and is
muttering to hinself.
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SM TH
It’s over. Look at themall. W
don't stand a chance. W are al

dead.

Smth slowy and shaking reaches out for Wlson’s rifle. He
pl aces it under his chin and puts his finger on the
trigger. Tears stroll down Smith's face as his finger
shakes on the trigger. He his just about to pull the
trigger when the rifle is snatched away from hi m

Smith opens his eyes to reveal Hawkins hol ding the gun.

HAWKI NS
What the hell you doing soldier.

Smth points to the sol diers outside.

SM TH
Look at themall. What chance do
we have.

HAWKI NS

Did you listen to anything
Captain Brodie just said. W are
gonna get hel p.

SM TH
W will be dead by the tine help
gets here.

HAVKI NS

Pul | yourself together sol dier
W need all the nmen we can get.

Back on the ground the remainder of the soldiers are
eating, tal king anong thensel ves and sl eepi ng, as the noon
shines brighter in the clear starry sky.



THOVAS
I will make it. | know I will. |
won’'t let you down | swear.

WALKER
You better nmake it boy, or | wll
be comi ng after you

A few of the soldiers |augh.

M LLER
But won’t he already be dead if
he don’t make it.

Some sigh at MIler, and sonme | augh even nore.

WALKER
Never mnd MIller, go back to
sl eep.

PETERSON

Do you really think we will get
out of this one alive.

W LSON
You have to think positive
ot herwi se what else is there.
Besi des | want a good neal after
all this.

LEE
Is that all you think about.

W son rubs his stomach as he inmagines real food.

W LSON
Hel | yeah. Beats the trash we get
here every day.



87.

EXT RANDOM CUT AVAYS

The clear starry sky with the bright nmoon shi nes down over
the deserted river, and the plantation farm Odd dead
sol di ers roam m ndl essly around the woodl and and | ots of

t hem outside of the fort.

Most of the men in the fort are sleeping. Peterson returns
fromthe rest roomand | ays back dowmn. MIler and Henderson
sit on the higher tier watching tiredl essy.

In the general’s QUARTERS, Brodie lies slunped at the desk
asl eep and Westwood is asleep on the bed.

FADE TO

EXT FORT.

The sun is rising and the nen are waking. Despite resting,
none of the nen have slept very well and are very
| ethargic. They are way too worried of the current events.

Captain Brodie joins themin a vibrant nood.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Good norning nmen. Today we get
hel p.

The nmen cheer half heartedly. They want to believe but
struggle with the belief.

W LSON
Lord, | hope so.
W1l son | ooks up to the sky, John Hill places his hand on

Wl son’s shoul der.
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If the Lord wants us saving, he
will save us. It is in his hands
now.

W LSON
VWhat. No it ain't. It is in
Thomas’ hands now.

Brodi e shouts of Hawki ns.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Hawki ns, fetch the prisoners.

Hawki ns, inturn shouts of Carter.

HAWKI NS
Carter, with ne now.

Brodie turns to Thomas, who i s obviously nervous but
slightly excited at the sane tine.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
You ready for this son.

THOVAS
As ready as | ever will be
captain sir.

CAPTAI' N BRODI E

You will be commended for this if
you succeed. | will personally
see to it.

THOVAS

Thankyou capt ai n.

I NT BRI GG

Hawki ns is rounding up the prisoners.
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Where you taking us?

HAWKI NS
To speak with the captain.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
May | ask why exactly.

HAWKI NS
Al'l in good tine.

EXT FORT.

The prisoners stand in front of Captain Brodie and the
sol di ers.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Good norning nmen. | hope you
slept well.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
No you don’t. Get on with it.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
No, really | do hope you sl ept
wel | . Cause you gonna need al
your energy.

The prisoners are now confused.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
What’' s this about Captain?

CAPTAI N BRODI E
You are free to go. That's what
this is all about.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
What, just like that?

89.
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CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Yes, just like that captain.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
VWhat’'s the catch? There has to be
cat ch.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
No catch. W are rel easing you as
a good will gesture.

The prisoners don’t |ike what is happening and know
sonething is not right.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
You can have sone water to take
with you and you can wal k out
t hose gates to your freedom

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
So what do we face when we get
out there. We know sonet hi ng has
you nmen scared. Is it the
I ndi ans?

CAPTAI N BRODI E
No, no | ndi ans.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
This is too easy.

Brodie turns to his own nen. The nen all watch in amazenent
at the audaci ous nove from Brodie. The anticipation is
great.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
G ve them sone water and |l et them
be on there way.

PRI SONER 2
| amnot going. It is a trap
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CAPTAI N BRODI E
It is not trap. Just a decoy.

PRI SONER 1
A decoy.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
We need you to distract those nen
out there so we can send a scout.
You get past themyou are free

men.

PRI SONER 2
I knew sonething wasn’t right. No
way, | ain’'t going.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Oh but you are going. You either
| eave through those gates to your
freedom or you stay here and |
shoot you.

Brodie takes a colt fromhis gun belt and places bullets
in.

PRI SONER 3
That woul d be cold bl ood. You
can't do that.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
And you ain’t conplying with
captive laws. | amgranting you
an option. You choose. Either
freedom or death. Therefore you
have deci ded you own fete not 1.
Besi des cold blood is to shoot
you in the back, I wll place the
gun between your eyes and shoot.
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PRI SONER 2
Well | ain’t going, you will have
to shoot ne.

Brodi e rai ses the gun, places it between his eyes and fires
before the prisoner even has a chance to change his m nd

Bl ood spurts fromthe back of the prisoners head and his
body drops to the ground with a thud.

The other prisoners are panicking while Captain Mitland
stays cal m

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Any others want to stay.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
So we get past the nmen out there
and we are free to go.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
That's correct.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
And we have your word on that.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
You sure do.

Maitland turns to his two remai ning sol diers.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Then | guess we got no choice
men. This is our only chance of
freedom | guess you pull
yoursel f together and we get
outta here.

Brodie turns to Thonms.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Get ready boy.
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He then | ooks up to WIson on the higher tier.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
W1 son, when there is a clear
path you |l et me know and Thomas
will be on his way.

W LSON
Yes capt ain.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Open the gates.

Henderson slowy opens the gates and Captain Maitland and
the two sol diers edge through. They are astounded at the
sight that |ies before them

Captain Mitland | ooks back as everyone watches on eagerly.
Thomas waits patiently on horseback, satchel over his

shoul der. Brodie places the letter into the satchel along
with some water.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
God be with you. Good | uck

Thomas | ooks down with a worried | ook stowed upon his face
then | ooks up to the sky as if wanting answers.

Medic John H Il wal ks cl oser.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
I will pray for you ny son.

The Confederate soldiers ease there way outside as quietly
as they can, hoping they don't distract the dead sol diers.
Slowy they creep along the side of the fort.

Brodi e orders the gate to be closed so they can’t return,
t hen | ooks up to WIlson on the higher tier.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
What i s happening WI son
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W LSON
They are creeping along by the
fort sir.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Fire a warning shot.

Wl son | ooks at Brodie with a confused | ook on his face.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
It will alert the soldiers and
hopefully think they fired the
gun.

Wl son picks up his rifle, loads it then fires close to the
Conf ederate soldiers. The confeds junp and | ook up at

W1l son who smiles in return. The sound of dull groans snaps
there attention back to there situation anong the dead
sol di ers.

As they | ook on, the dead soldiers are slowy making there
way toward them

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Just stay cal m nen.

Prisoner 1 speeds off in fear, pronpting Maitland and
Prisoner 3 to follow in pursuit.

As they run side by side, Prisoner 1 |ooks over to the dead
soldiers, then to prisoner 3 a couple of tines. Suddenly he
reaches his leg out to the side tripping prisoner 3 over.
He tunbles and rolls on the hard surface with sone force as
they were running full speed.

Mai tl and | ooks at prisoner 1 and then back prisoner 3. The
felled prisoner is a little dazed and just as he conposes
hi nsel f and | ooks on at Maitland he is dragged to the floor
by hoards of dead sol di ers.
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CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Way did you do that.

PRI SONER 1
| panicked. | thought it would
give us extra tine to escape.

Back at the fort, Brodie has joined Wlson at the watch
tower. He smles at callous behavior of prisoner 1.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Ha, It’s amazing what fear wll
drive a man to do.

Brodie notions to Wlson to hand himthe rifle. He | oads
it, then takes aimand fires.

Prisoner 1 falls to the ground hol ding his shoul der.
Captain Miitland | ooks back at Brodie who is reloading his
gun. Mitland reaches a hand down to the injured prisoner.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
Take ny hand son.

He hol ds his hand out and grabs Mitlands hand, but anot her
gunshot fires and this time hits the prisoner in the chest.
He falls back to the ground releasing Maitland s grip.

Maitl and angrily turns to Brodie.

CAPTAI N MAI TLAND
You gave us your word.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
But you are still here. You have
had | ong enough to keep your word
and run.

Mai t| and, | ooks on disgusted as Brodie starts to rel oad
again. Mitland | ooks as nore dead sol di ers approach. He
turns and runs. Brodie takes aimand fires.
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Maitl and clutches his leg in agony and twists as he falls
unconfortably to the ground. Dust flies up as he squirnms on
the floor in pain.

Brodi e hands t he weapon back to W/ son.

W LSON
But he is still alive sir.

Brodie turns to WIlson and sm | es.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Exactly. He will still try to
crawl away, taking those things
with him He won't get far

Brodi e makes his way down to the gate. Slowy he opens it.
There are four or five random dead soldiers |left roam ng
The rest are in pursuit of Mitland.

Brodi e wal ks out with his colt and shoots at the remaining
dead soldiers. He turns to Thonas.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Your turn son. Tine to go.

Thomas ki cks the horse and speeds off. He speeds past
Brodi e and di sappears into the woods. Brodie returns to the
fort.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Lock the gates back up. Al we
can do nowis sit and wait.

EXT WOODLAND

Thomas i s speedi ng through the woods, dodging trees and | ow
hangi ng branches. He spots novenent further ahead, not too
far fromthe path. He slows the horse down and edges over
as curiosity gets the better of him
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Screans are deathly which makes Thonas feel rea
unconfortable. He thinks about retreating back to the fort
as he turns the horse around.

THOVAS
I can’t go back, they are relying
on ne.

As he turns to set off again, and Indian runs toward him
fromthe woods. The Indian has a crazed | ook on himas he
attacks. The horse takes the brunt of the attack, felling
Thomas heavily to the ground.

Thomas can only cower in fear as the Indian prow s toward
hi mw el ding an axe. Just as the Indian is in notion to
lunge, he is maul ed by nore of the dead sol diers.

Thonmas sei zes the opportunity and clanbers to his feet
running off in the opposite direction as fast as his |egs
can take him

EXT FORT.

Al'l the fun and excitement is now over and the nmen are back
to being depressed, worried and bored. For all they have
only being stuck for a few days it feels Iike a few weeks.

Henderson is making food away fromthe others. WIson and
Peterson are still on watch. Lee is tal king wi th Hawkins
and Carter.

LEE
Do you think he will nake it.

CARTER
| hope so.
HAVKI NS
Question is, howlong wll it

take him



CARTER

At | east he had horseback. Shoul d

speed himup a |ot.

I NT GENERAL VESTWOCD S QUARTERS

Westwood is once again witing in his books. Brodie is

growing tired of watching himwite all

CAPTAI N BRODI E
VWhat if he don’t make it to
civilization.

Westwood briefly | ooks up at Brodie.

GENERAL WVESTWOCD

the tine.

| am not expecting himto make

it.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Come agai n.

GENERAL WVESTWOCD

If they don’t get him then the

I ndi ans probably will. He is
i nexperi enced.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Then why the hell did we send
hi m

GENERAL VESTWOCD
To give the nmen sonething to

believe in. Wat good is soldiers
who have nothing worth fighting

for. At least this way they

believe they m ght just get out

of this alive.
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CAPTAI N BRODI E
You are unbelievable. Wat the
hel | you keep writing anyway.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
Journal . Sonmeone needs to know of
t hese events so it never happens
agai n.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
They will think we just went
crazy and killed each other.

General Westwood doesn’t respond.

EXT GENERAL VESTWOCD S QUARTERS

Wal ker is standing close to the door. He is very angry at
what he has just heard. He stornms off disgusted.

EXT LAKE/ Rl VER

Thomas flees fromthe woodl and. He stops to catch his
breath by the river. A cut marks his fall fromthe horse
just above his right eye.

He reaches inside his satchel and renpves the water. He
takes a good drink before refilling it in the water. He
soaks his head to cool off. He slowy lifts his head as we
hear nore screans in the distance.

THOVAS
This is insane.

Thomas sets of across the river in pursuit of help for his
men stranded back at Fort Tuscon.
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EXT FORT.

Evening is setting in, and the nen are all sitting around
eating and | ooki ng nore depressed than ever, even a little

angry.
Hawki ns tries to defend the general.

HAVKI NS
Look, the Ceneral was probably
just messing with Captain Brodie.
I nmean cone on we all need to
lighten up a little in these
tinmes.

WALKER
Shut the hell up Hawkins.

Hawki ns junps to his feet.

HAWKI NS
Don’t you talk to nme |ike that
private. I will have you court

marshalled if you do not watch
your tongue.

Wal ker stands up towering over Hawkins.

WALKER
Then court martial me Hawkins.
Anything so | don’t have to
listen to your whining voice
trying to defend that |ying
cheating no good general.

HAWKI NS
That is sl ander.

Hawki ns is stuttering in fear of \Wal ker who pushes Hawki ns
violently. Hawkins stunbl es over the nakeshift seats.
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HAVKI NS
That’s it Wal ker, you in for it
now. | won’t put up with this and
neither will the General.

The rest of the nmen pull back Wal ker as he approaches for
anot her round wi th Hawki ns.

Hawki ns turns to the other nen for back up.

HAWKI NS
You all heard him You are al
w tnesses to the sl ander.

CARTER
Jeez, Hawkins shut up.

HAVKI NS
Oh, soit’s mutiny nowis it. The
general will hear of this. You
will all be in trouble.

Hawki ns runs off to report back to Westwood.

HENDERSON
This is going to be interesting.

I NT GENERAL VESTWOCD S QUARTERS

Hawki ns rushes in to the general’s QUARTERS, eager to
report the situation to Westwood and Brodi e.

HAVKI NS
The nmen are losing faith fast
sir.

GENERAL VESTWOOD
What appears to be the cause of
t he unrest?
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HAVKI NS
You sir. Wal ker overheard you
tal king with Captain Brodie

earlier. | fear a nmutiny General
They are al ready disregardi ng ny
aut hority.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
You have no authority Hawkins.
Maybes that's why they show you
little respect.

GENERAL VEESTWOCD
Enough of this, we can ill afford
fighting between ourselves if we
are to survive.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Survive? So you think we can
survi ve now or you just saying
what we want to hear.

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
That is enough Captain. | wll
not tolerate you speaking like
this.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
And what about the nen?

GENERAL VESTWOCD
I will speak to themin the
nor ni ng. They need to rest and
sleep it off first.

EXT LAKE/ Rl VER

Further down the river where Thonas crossed. He |lies
resting for the night as the noon reflects off the rippling
wat er .
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It is so quiet barring the odd sound of coyotes in the
di st ance.

Thormas is startled as he hears the water splashing on the
ot her side of the river. He quickly sits up and | ooks
across the bright sparkly water as the wounded confederate
soldier is gulping the water fromthe river.

We can see the blood trails as to where he has crawmed in
vein. He drinks the water and sighs wi th exhaustion. He

noti ces Thomas on the other side. Just then he his grabbed
fromthe river and dragged bel ow the surface of the water.

Al'l Thomas can see is heavy splashing and the occasi onal
appearance of the soldier fighting for air and to break
free.

Monents | ater, everything cal ns down and the peace and
quiet is restored. Thomas picks up his bel ongi ngs and sets

of f agai n.
FADE TO
EXT FORT.
The nmen are still sitting around depressed. No one is
tal king and the atnosphere is extrenely dull
I NT MEDI CS ROOM
Medi c John Hill is |ooking even nore depressed than the nen

outside. Reluctantly and slowy he pulls the blanket up
over Paxton’s head. He signs the cross sign on his chest as
he gives Paxton the last rites.

EXT FORT.

Al ong conmes Ceneral Westwood to the disgust of the nen.
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GENERAL VEESTWOOD
Good norni ng nen

Wal ker stands up and noves in front of Wstwod. There he
| ooks himin the eyes before spitting in front of him

GENERAL WVESTWOCD

Ok, | deserved that. | said some
t hi ngs yesterday that | didn't
mean. | was tired, delirious.

W LSON

You are supposed to keep us

t oget her, not show us your
weakness. How can we give you the
respect anynore. We are all tired
and delirious and scared.

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
I know. | amhere to rectify the
situati on.

At that point, John H Il joins them

HENDERSON
How s Paxton hol di ng out?

John shakes his head sol emmly.
An air of silence waves over everyone until Brodie arrives.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Wiy is everyone so glum |
t hought you were going to sort
this ness out General.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
Paxt on passed away thi s norning.

Brodie turns to John.
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CAPTAI N BRCDI E
I amsorry John. | know you have
wor ked cl ose with Paxton and | am
sure he appreci ated everything
you tried to do for him

John is struggling to hold back his feelings and just nods
in appreciation to Brodie.

WALKER
You see General, we respect
Captain Brodie nore than you. At
| east he tells it howit is and
appreci ates at the same tine.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Look everyone, | know how you al
feel at the monment. | really do,
I was hurt just like you but he
is still in conmand here.

WALKER
Al we want to know is do we
stand a chance or not.

GENERAL VEESTWOCD
If we all stay cal mand focused
then yes. But it won't be easy.
Food is extrenely | ow, ammp even
| ower. We nust start thinking of
ways we can possi bly escape
i ncase Thomas doesn’t make. And
that does not nmean | don’t think
he can maeke it.

HENDERSON
What do you have in mnd. W
can’t stay cooked up in here nmuch
| onger. W been trapped here for
nearly a week now.

( MORE)
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HENDERSON( cont ' d)
I think we know by now they ain’t
goi ng nowher e.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
Captain Brodie and nyself have
been tal king. We think we should
give Thomas forty eight hours. If
he hasn’t returned we nust fear
the worst. By then we will be out
of food. In the neantine we
col | aborate on ideas of getting
past them out there.

PETERSON
And for now, we just keep sitting
it out.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
I"’mafraid these are the only
opti ons we have. |If anyone has
any better ideas, they are nore
t han wel cone.

FADE TO

EXT FORT.

Various shots of the fort and the nen doing various tasks.
Wal ker gathers logs for the fire, realizing that they are
al so running | ow on | ogs.

Buri al of Paxton.

West wood using his pipe to test the gunpowder which is
still slightly danmp.

John Hi Il is cleaning his roomafter the death of Paxton.

Hender son and Cl ark replace WIson and Peterson at the
wat ch out .

Lee is making food for the nen.
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Eveni ng draws in.

FADE TO

EXT FORT.
Next norning and the nen are struggling with fatigue.

HENDERSON
You know | think | would rather
be at battle with Indians.
Anything is probably better than

this.
LEE

As crazy as that sounds, | agree.
M LLER

| sonetinmes wish I was shot while
I was sl eeping. Anything to get
me out of this nightmare.

MEDI C JOHN HI LL
You are all losing faith that’s
all.

WALKER
Damm right we are. What is there
to have faith for

VEDI C JOHN HI LL
Well Thomas is still out there.
I NT GENERAL VWESTWOOD' S QUARTERS

Westwood is talking to Brodie, trying to cone up with
i deas.
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GENERAL VESTWOCD
Do you think fire mght scare
t hem of f .

CAPTAI N BRODI E
And how woul d we use fire against
them You going to go out with a
torch and wave it about.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
No, but if there is a way of
setting the tents on fire.

Brodi e | ooks at Westwood with interest for the first tine.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
It will keep the nen entertained
for a while. Could be worth a try
| guess.

EXT FORT.
Brodi e makes his way to the men in quite a jovial nood.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Ok nen. W going to have some fun
t oday.

HENDERSON
Oh yeah.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Any of you think you have a good
throwi ng arm

WALKER
VWhat the hell for.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
I want to see if we can set fire
to the tents outside.

( MORE)
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CAPTAI N BRODI E(cont ' d)
I know they are of sone distance
but if we can manage we are
hoping it mght scare them off.

WALKER
Rubbi sh.

LEE
I will give it atry, anything is
better than sitting around al
day.

Most of the nmen agree and they nake there way up to the
hi gher tier with a | og doused in fire.

In turn all the soldiers throw a | og but sadly none hit.
Moral soon stoops, until eventually when all is |ost wal ker
pushes past everyone.

WALKER
Move out of the way you rabble.
You need a real man for this.

He pulls his arm back and with everything he has got he
throws the stick. The stick hurtles through the air and
lands just to the side of the tent.

Everyone sighs in di sappoi ntnent.

HAWKI NS
So where is this man you speak of
t hen Val ker.

Wal ker punches Hawkins in the face, knocking himto the
floor. Lee shouts out eagerly.

LEE
He didit. It’s on fire.

The rope attached to the tent ignites. The fire noves
rapidly along the rope to the tent.
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CAPTAI N BRODI E
The wi nd nust have bl own the
flame onto the rope.

Before we know it, the tent is ablaze, which | eads onto the
next tent and the next.

The nen are all cheering in delight.

HENDERSON
Shoul d that be on fire too.

Hender son points over to the tree that Wal ker was choppi ng
earlier in the week before Brodie noved hi mon.

The fire spreads qui cker than they inmagi ned as everything
is so dry.

W LSON
If the tree falls into the woods,
we have a major dil ema.

CARTER
Yes and if it falls this way, we
have an even bigger dilemma. It
will hit the fort.

Everyone watches on intensely.

Brodie retreats to the generals QUARTERS to explain the
possibility of disastrous circunstances.

I NT GENERAL WESTWOOD' S QUARTERS

Brodi e enters the QUARTERS.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
I have sone disturbing news.
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GENERAL VESTWOCD
What is it? Surely no-one else
has di ed.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
No. But our little fire plan may
just back fire on us.

GENERAL VESTWOOD
How cone?

CAPTAI N BRODI E
The wi nd spread the fire further
than we i ntended. A nearby tree
whi ch was hal f chopped by our
woodsnman is ablaze. It is only a
matter of time before it falls.

GENERAL WVESTWOOD
Do we know which direction it is
going to fall.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
How coul d we possi bly know t hat.
Al we do know is two of four way
woul d be di sastrous.

A huge crash is heard frominside the QUARTERS. Both
Westwood and Brodie turn in horror, thinking the worst.
men outside are shouting and pani cki ng.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Sounds like it could be the
Wor st .

Brodie flees the QUARTERS to see the di sastrous events.

The
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EXT FORT.

Brodi e stands in horror as he sees the felled tree |lying

t hrough the corner of the fort still ablaze. The fire is
starting to spread through to the fort. Brodie springs into
i medi ate acti on.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Everyone pul |l yoursel ves
together. We need order. Line up
get pales of water. Get this fire
out before the damage gets any
Wor se.

Westwood exits his QUARTERS to see what is happening. He is
devastated at the events.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
You too sir. W need everyone
hel pi ng out here.

Westwood flips and starts to retreat to his QUARTERS.

GENERAL WESTWOOD
That’'s it. It’s over now W are
dooned.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Pul | yourself together General.
W need everyone to keep it
t oget her.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
We can't keep it together now W
can’t even keep the fort
t oget her.

Westwood starts to |augh manically.
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GENERAL WVESTWOOD
W are all dead. This is the end.

West wood runs back to the QUARTERS.

WALKER
Where does he thinks he is going.

Brodi e turns back to the action.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
General Westwood is relieved of
his duties. He will be court
marshal | ed once we get all of
this in order. | will take
command for now. Back to work.

The pales of water are passed along fromLee at one end to
captain Brodie at the other. Each in turn working
effortlessly and without question. Brodie throws the water
over the fire each tine then Hawkins runs back to Lee with
the enpty pails.

Eventually the fire is doused. And everyone rel axes not
t hi nki ng about the dead soldiers for once.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Wl | done everyone. WIlson clinb
up to the watch out to see what
those creatures out there are
doi ng.

This rem nds the nmen that they are out there.

HENDERSON
| forgot they were there. They
will get in now.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
We have to stay cal msoldier.
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Wl son clinbs up and takes stock of the surrounds outside
the fort.

W LSON
They are still just wal king
around sir. They don’t seemto
have noticed anyt hi ng.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
It isonly a matter of tine
before they find the entrance. W
need to be ready. Gather all the
guns and anmunition. | want the
gatlin gun set up. Place them at
the farthest part of the fort
away fromthe tree. That will buy
us tinme when they start to cone
in.

The nen get straight to work. Place rifles against the fort
wall. The gatlin gun is placed ahead of everything. Wl ker
pl aces wood by the side.

HAWKI NS
VWhat’'s the wood for?

WALKER
To throw at them when they cone
in.

HAVKI NS
What danage will that do.

WALKER
They will be on fire when I throw
t hem

HAVKI NS

Don’t you think we have caused
enough damage with fire already.
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WALKER
You got any better ideas.

Wal ker starts to build a fire close by.

I NT GENERAL WESTWOOD' S QUARTERS
Brodie storns into Westwood’ s QUARTERS.

GENERAL VESTWOCD
| don’t care what you think
Capt ai n.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
You are relieved of your duties
sir. If we get out of this alive,
I will report all activities when
we are saved. For now | advise
you to cone with ne where we are
ready to defend our lives.

GENERAL VEESTWOOD
I will stay here thankyou. You

go.

West wood continues to wite his journal. Brodie shakes his
head in disbelief and | eaves.

EXT FORT.

Al'l the nmen are in the opposite end of the fort to where
the tree coll apsed through. They wait for the inevitable.
Each one nore scared than they have ever been.

PETERSON
Were are they?

HAWKI NS
It is only a matter of tine.
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CARTER
I would rather be fighting the
I ndi ans.

HENDERSON

At | east they m ght not get back
up when you shoot them

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Hey WIlson, go up and see what is
happeni ng.

As WIlson starts to ascend to the higher tier, a random
dead sol di er appears through the broken wall/

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Never m nd WIson. Here they
cone.

Al'l the guns are raised by the nmen in anticipation.

CAPTAI N BRCDI E
Hol d your fire men. We need to
use the guns to the best use as
ammo will not |ast very |ong.

The dead sol dier slowy advances, followed by another
entering from behind, then another and another and so on.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Ok nen fire.

The dead soldiers fall to the ground as bl ood sprays from
them Each tine they sinply get back to there feet and nore
keep entering. Brodie knows it is a useless situation. The
nmen are getting nore and nore scared.

Wal ker rushes forward to |light the wood. He throws one
toward the nearest dead sol dier which engulfs in flames.
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The engul fed soldier continues to walk until eventually it
drops to its knees then to its face. Everyone watches in
anticipation. It does not get back to it’'s feet.

Wal ker is overjoyed as is the other nen. Brodie noves to
the gatlin gun while ordering the other nen to the higher
tier.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
I want everyone to the higher
ti er now except you Wal ker. |
will slow them down, you can burn
themto hell.

The nen flee to join WIson on the higher tier. Brodie
commences to shoot with the gatlin gun nowi ng down the dead
soldiers. Fromthere Wal ker sets themon fire with his
wood.

Unfortunately it is only a matter of tinme before they run
out of wood and the gatlin gun jans. Both stand as nore and
nore dead sol diers enter.

CAPTAI N BRODI E
Retreat Wal ker. Get up to the
hi gher tier.

Wal ker sets off with Brodie in pursuit.

Once on the higher tier, Brodie takes stock of the
surrounds and drops his guard at the horrific site. There
are hundreds of them energing fromhe woods and entering
the fort.

The fire spreads fromthe dead soldiers to the gunpowder
storage. The soldiers aren’t too worried as the powder was
still slightly danp yesterday. However the powder ignites
and the explosion is great.

Brodie knows it is now a | ost cause.
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CAPTAI N BRODI E
It has been honour serving with
you nmen. Let’s go down fighting.

They all start to shoot in desperation.

Peterson runs out of ammo and tries to grab the gun from
Carter who is closest to him They tussle for a couple of
seconds until Peterson |oses his footing on the edge of the
wal kway and falls anong the creatures. He di sappears
beneath a mass of dead soldiers before we know it.

MIller and WIlson stand side by side. They too run out of
amo. As they | ook around they spot Hawkins with two guns.
Hey | ook at each ot her.

W LSON
I never did like himanyway.

M LLER
Me neit her.

They both rush Hawki ns, but Hawkins sees them com ng and
shoots MIler in his defence. MIIler slunps anong the
creatures. Hawkins tries to reload but is not quick enough
to stop Wlson throwing himover into the sea of dead
sol di ers.

W slowy nove around to the remai ning soldiers shooting
ai m essly.

Westwood sits in his quaters as he signs off the journal
and places it in a tin box.

We al so see the dead soldiers entering the General’s
QUARTERS and the Medics room Screans are heard. Slowy we
pul | back to see the overall view of the fort and
surroundi ng area. All we can see is a sea of dead soldiers
advanci ng the depleted fort as snoke bellows into the sky.

FADE QUT.
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EXT FORT.

From the edge of the fort, we see a platoon of union

sol diers energing. They are |led by Thomas and Genera
Lanbert. As they energe they pause and take stock of the
fort.

The fort is eerily quiet as snoke snoulders fromthe ruined
fort. The surrounds are deserted.

GENERAL LAMBERT
What the hell happened here son.

THOVAS
| don’t know general. Al 1 know
is they were trapped by soldiers
sir. They sent nme for help while
they sat it out.

GENERAL LANMBERT
You sure you didn't just flee
frombattle.

THOVAS
No sir, there were hundreds of
them and Captain Brodie knew we
didn’t have a chance. W used a
decoy and I went for help.

They enter the fort. The only dead soldiers to be seen is
that of the Brodie and his nen.

GENERAL LANMBERT
This was a sl aughter, not a
battle.

A voi ce appears frombehind as a soldier exits the Generals
QUARTERS.
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RANDOM SOLDI ER
Sir, | have General Wstwood' s
Jour nal .

He takes the journal.

GENERAL LAMBERT
Take this soldier away from ny
sight. He is deserter and will be
dealt with when we return. Have
t hese nmen buri ed.

Thomas pl eads his innocence but Lanbert is having none of
it.
THOVAS
They were alive and well when I
left themsir | swear.

FADE TO BLACK.

THE END



