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A MILLION DOLLARS FOR CHRISTMAS

FADE IN:

EXT. MIDDLETON CITY– MORNING

The first day of school in Middleton.  The city center of 
Middleton is on the West side of a large, abandoned 
factory complex.  The school, K-12, is located on the 
newer East side of the town.  One road and sidewalk 
provide a corridor through the fenced in factory.  

The East side of Middleton is much newer with deed 
restricted and gated communities, making the old school 
seem out of place.  

Parents take pictures of the young kids outside their 
homes before joining the stream of people, bikes, and 
cars on the single road.  Over sixty school children plus 
several teachers make the trip every school day.       

INT. MIDDLETON SCHOOL INTERIOR- MOMENTS LATER

TIMOTHY (18) and STEPHEN (17) stand in a school corridor.  
SAMANTHA (17) and LUKE (17) walk up.  Samantha is a tom 
boy, wearing jeans, loose fitting polo shirt, and has a 
short haircut. 

SAMANTHA
Hey guys, what’s going on?

STEPHEN
Hi Sam, just the normal back to 
school stuff.

TIMOTHY
Can’t believe summer is over 
already.  Where were you last 
week?

SAMANTHA
Dad and I went on a hike along the 
Appalachian Trail and then checked 
out Gettysburg Battlefield.

TIMOTHY
We went swimming and played X-Box.  
Worked at Krogers.  Who’s the guy 
following you?  It’s not like you 
need a bodyguard or something.

(CONTINUED)



SAMANTHA
This is Luke.  Luke, this is 
Stephen and Nick.  His mom is the 
new bank manager and they moved 
into the old Turner house in early 
August.

STEPHEN
Where are your from?

LUKE
Wisconsin.  

Luke turns his head to watch LISA (17, beautiful, long 
hair, wearing a dress) walk past, followed by MISSY (17, 
dressed similar to Lisa) and ASHLEY (18, dressed similar 
to Lisa).

STEPHEN
Don’t bother.

LUKE
Why not?

TIMOTHY
You live on the west side of town, 
she lives on the east.

SAMANTHA
But we don’t have railroad tracks.

STEPHEN
We tend to stick together.  There 
are only about fifteen or so that 
live on the west side of town.  
Besides, her boyfriend, Matthew, 
is on of the varsity football 
linebackers.  

SAMANTHA
Don’t worry about Matthew.  He 
tends to run straight ahead until 
he hits something, pretty easy to 
dodge left or right.    

Samantha waves to two students.

STEPHEN
Most of us just grew up together 
on our side of town and don’t 
really know the kids from the East 
side.
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Bell RINGS  

TIMOTHY
Come on, let’s not be late for our 
first day.  

They all start walking together down the hall

Samantha turns to Luke.  

SAMANTHA (CONT’D)
Do you play any sports?

LUKE
I like playing everything, but am 
pretty good with a skateboard and 
play soccer better than football.

INT. SECOND GRADE CLASS - MOMENTS LATER

The second grade TEACHER (45, female) helps the twenty-
five students find their seats.  KRISTI (7), ALEXA (7), 
BETH (7) are three of the students in the class and all 
sit at the same table.

TEACHER
Good morning class, I am Mrs. 
Applewhite and will be your 
teacher for the year.

CLASS
Good morning Mrs. Applewhite.

TEACHER
In about one minute we will have 
the announcements, the Pledge of 
Allegiance and then we can get 
started.

PRINCIPAL (V.O.)
Good morning students and welcome 
back to another year of school at 
Middleton School.  This is 
Principal Westin and I need to 
inform you about some important 
news before the rumors start.  
This is, no doubt a surprise for 
everyone, but you will be getting 
more information as soon as we do.  
I am sorry to inform you that this 
will be the last year for the 
school to be open.  
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Next year, the new school of East 
Middleton will be open and the 
students living on the west side 
of town will be attending schools 
in another district, possibly 
Blumentown.  

INT. BW LAND DEVELOPER CORPORATION OFFICE - MORNING

BERNARD WOODHOUSE (45 businessman) is in a large office 
on the tenth floor with a beautiful view of the city and 
out to low hills with woods beyond.  In the middle of the 
room is a model of a 36 - hole golf course and housing 
area with shopping mall and office space in the middle.  
There is a large map on the wall along with a satellite 
image of the area.  Next to the desk is a golf putter and 
balls that look like they are used in the office.

Bernard Woodhouse’s SECRETARY (21, thin, beautiful) opens 
the office door for GERRY HERNANDEZ (30, lawyer) to 
enter.  His is dressed in a nice suit, but looks very 
tired.    

BERNARD
Morning Gerry.

GERRY
Morning Bernard.  

BERNARD
I trust you have good news for me? 

GERRY
It took until about three o’clock 
this morning, but we got the deal 
we wanted.  Congratulations!

BERNARD
When do we sign the closing?  I’m 
ready to start construction before 
winter. 

GERRY
The closing will be at ten o’clock 
this morning, but you can’t start 
digging until January.

BERNARD
January?  I’ve got bulldozers and 
trucks ready to roll right now.
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GERRY
It will take six months to change 
all the bus routes and classrooms.  

Bernard looks out the window.

GERRY (CONT’D)
We’re dealing with a small county.

BERNARD
Six months, but that’s it!  

Turns back to Gerry.

BERNARD (CONT’D)
We’ll tear down the old factory 
and start on the shopping area 
first.

EXT. TOWN CENTER – AFTERNOON

Samantha and BRENDA COOKS (18, who looks very athletic) 
are escorting a group of younger students, including Beth 
and Alexa home from school.  They walk through the 
Middleton town center.  

The Middleton town center is a circular area.  Two of the 
four sides are blocked to vehicle traffic providing a 
pedestrian zone for stores.  The Middleton Bank, police 
station, and town hall, and several large and small shops 
are along this town center.  The other two sides have a 
road and parking places, including a location for the 
town’s police car.   

ALEXA
Where’s Blumentown?

BRENDA
Do you know where Four Corner Mall 
is?

ALEXA
No, but my mommy took me to a big 
mall for shopping at Christmas.

SAMANTHA
Past Hillview.

KRISTI
Where’s Hillview?
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BRENDA COOKS 
Far, far away.

KRISTI
We have to go away for school?  

Looks at Brenda.  

ALEXA
Like Hogwarts or something?

KRISTI
I don’t want to move away for 
school.

BRENDA
No, don’t worry.  It’s just a 
long, long drive every day.  

Talks to Maggie. 

BRENDA (CONT’D)
This conversation is getting 
nowhere; fast.

Stephen, Luke, and Beth (Luke’s sister) cross the street 
to join them.  Luke is pushing a stunt bicycle.

BETH
Hi Alexa, hi Kristi.

KRISTI
Hi Beth.

BETH
This is my brother, Luke.

LUKE
Hi.  

BRENDA
Didn’t you just move here?

LUKE
Yeah, our mom works over there at 
the bank.  

SAMANTHA
Cool bike, can you do any tricks 
on it?

STEPHEN
Go ahead Luke. 
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BETH
He’s really good! 

Luke gets on his stunt bike and begins doing tricks such 
as standing on the front tire and jumping onto benches.  
The kids are enjoying this.   

Luke looks around and does a larger circle to build speed 
for a new trick.  As he passes near the road, he sees 
Lisa driving a Porsche with Missy in the passenger seat 
and turns his head.

LISA
(yells)

Hi!

Luke looks back to Lisa; awestruck, he can’t say 
anything.

KRISTI
(yells)

Grandma!

Luke’s concentration is broken, he suddenly sees that he 
is going to run into BETTY (70, grandmother of Chief 
Logan McMaster)and KATHERINE STRASSER (70, grandmother of 
Kristi Strasser).   

Luke swerves to avoid them and crashes into the front 
window of the Middleton Bank.

The kids laugh as ERICA (36, Middleton Bank executive, 
mother of Luke and Beth) runs out of the front door.  

ERICA
(yells)

Luke!  What are you doing?

LUKE
Crashing.  

ERICA
Are you alright?

The incident is attracting attention and Beth runs up.

LUKE
I’m OK, just didn’t want to hit 
that lady.

BETH
Hi Mom.  Are you OK, Luke?
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Police CHIEF LOGAN MCMASTER (35, dressed in a police 
uniform) runs up.

LOGAN
What’s going on?

ERICA
It’s nothing.  My son, Luke, had a 
small accident on his bike.

LOGAN
What’s the situation with the 
bank?

ERICA
Nothing?

LOGAN
The alarm is going off.  Has there 
been a theft?

ERICA
(embarrassed)

Oh my God, no.  The alarm must 
have been set off when he hit the 
window.

LOGAN
(into radio)

This is the Chief, the bank is 
clear, reset the alarm.

Holds out his hand to Erica.

LOGAN (CONT’D)
I’m the police chief, Logan 
McMaster.

ERICA
(still embarrassed)

Erica, the new bank manager.  This 
is my son, Luke, and daughter, 
Beth.  

BETH
Hi.

ERICA
I’m sorry about all this.

LOGAN
No problems.  I have to get back 
to work, talk to you later.
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Logan walks away towards the police station.

ERICA
Luke, what are you doing?  Goofing 
off?

STEPHEN
He was showing off.  Nothing hurt 
but a little pride.  

BRENDA
Luke, you’re going to be a hit at 
the school tomorrow!

INT. TOWN HALL – EARLY EVENING

The town hall is packed with people of all ages, 
including some children.  MAYER NATHAN WOODHOUSE (52), 
Logan, BEVERLY COOKS (40, athletic, mother of Brenda), 
and ROBERT (40, but looks older, dressed as if he just 
finished painting, father of Samantha), and ZACK (35) 
talking at the front of the room near the podium.

The crowd in the room includes many of the parents and 
students from Middleton School including: AMY STRASSER 
(25, mother of Kristi), JOHN TOOLE (55), DOMENICO ZAGORIA 
(30, Catholic priest), CHRIS HELLER (40, manager of Home 
Depot), Erica, Beth, Betty, Katherine Strasser, LAUREN 
(29), AARON (11).  

The high school kids sit together: Samantha, Brenda, 
Stephen, Timothy, and ETHAN (18)

Everyone is talking and waiting for the meeting to start.  
Mayor Nathan Woodhouse steps up to the podium and 
everyone takes their seats and the talking quiets down.

NATHAN
Thank you all for coming to the 
town meeting tonight.  

Several people grumbling.

NATHAN (CONT’D)
Settle down.  It’s a school night, 
so we will try to keep this 
meeting short. 

Adjusts his glasses, waiting for quiet. 
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NATHAN (CONT’D)
I spent the last five hours on the 
phone with County and State 
officials, including a call to the 
Governor.  I am assuming that 
everyone here is acquainted with 
the school problem?  

Looks around to see everyone nodding in agreement.  

NATHAN (CONT’D)
Well, it’s worse than we first 
thought.

AMY
How can it be worse than making 
our kids ride the bus all the way 
over to Blumentown?

ZACK
What does worse mean?

NATHAN
Please let me explain.  Over the 
past twenty years, everyone has 
referred to the town as East 
Middleton and West Middleton 
depending on which side of the old 
auto factory you live on.  

Everyone nods and mummers agreement.  

NATHAN(CONT’D)
The factory was recently sold to a 
group of developers who plan to 
turn it into an exclusive golf 
course community.  So the children 
will all need to go to a new 
school.  The State Education Board 
and Governor decided to send all 
the children to Blumentown.  The 
closest school system that has 
opening for all the grades.

Lots of talking in the room between different people.

LAUREN
(yells)

Closest?  It might be only twenty 
to twenty-five miles as the crow 
flies, but that will be over one 
and a half hours one way through 
traffic.
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BEVERLY
This is bull …… BS if you ask me.  
A golf course for a school? Whose 
bright idea was that?!

NATHAN
(speaks up to talk 
over the noise)

The children on the East side are 
getting a brand new school and the 
county will be closing the current 
one because of the age of the 
facility and repair costs.  

People still talking with each other obviously upset.

NATHAN (CONT’D)
I will serve out the rest of my 
term and the town will be 
incorporated into the county 
administration in order to reduce 
costs for police, fire, and other 
services.

ROBERT
You mean our town will go away 
after your term?

NATHAN
No decision has been made yet, but 
the town might be incorporated 
into the county, yes.

ERICA
It’s sad about the town.  I can 
live with that.  But the decision 
to bus our kids will affect their 
grades.  Can we home school them 
or keep a smaller school open?

AMY 
I have to work, I can’t home 
school my kids.

KATHERINE
This is America, we must be able 
to do something.  Call a lawyer, 
call the congressmen.

JOHN
What’s the problem?  Sounds like 
the kids will just have to adjust 
to a new school.
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BEVERLY
What do you mean, what’s the 
problem?  Maybe we should call Fox 
News or CNN, they are always 
looking for stories like this.

DOMENICO
Is there something we can do with 
our church?  We now offer a 
service for Pre-school and we can 
extend this to Kindergarten if we 
had the money to hire a teacher.

ERICA
What about a private or charter 
school?

NATHAN
Funny you should mention this.  
There was one option the Board of 
Education mentioned, but it is 
extremely expensive.  

Adjusts his glasses.  

NATHAN (CONT’D)
If we build a new semi-private or 
charter school that would be 
available for all the children in 
town, then the Country will 
provide the teachers and 
everything else.  Until the new 
school is built, we can lease a 
building and renovate it to 
support the classes.  But, it will 
cost approximately one million, 
two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars.

Everyone talks, whistles, chats with each other.

CHRIS
Are they nuts?  That’s a lot of 
money for a small town to find.

NATHAN
There are about sixty kids, so 
that is about twenty-one thousand 
dollars per child.

AMY 
I can’t pay more taxes, my kids 
will ride the bus.
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NATHAN
And, the money would need to be 
paid by January first in order to 
plan the construction.  That’s 
about four months from now.  

The room is quiet.

BETH
We can do a bake sale and sell 
Girl Scout cookies.

BRENDA
We can have a race, like a 
marathon or walk-a-thon to raise 
money.

KRISTI
Or a book sale, like we always do 
in school.

AMY
These are nice ideas, but can you 
imagine how many cookies and books 
we would need to sell?  We would 
need the marathon to keep from 
gaining five hundred pounds each.

BETTY
We can grow marijuana and sell it 
to those people in California.

LOGAN
Grandma, I don’t think that is 
legal here.

ERICA
What about a Guinness Book of 
World Records?  That might raise 
some money.

ROBERT
How about having a circus come to 
town?

People are starting to get excited talking about the 
various ideas.

CHRIS
We can have a big concert in town, 
maybe a big name singer.
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KRISTI
We can sell puppies.

LUKE
What about setting up a big 
Halloween party in the town?

SAMANTHA
With trick or treating and haunted 
house?

NATHAN
Quiet please, quiet, quiet.  OK, 
sounds like most everyone thinks 
we can raise the money.  I would 
like to take a vote of those 
present to get a feeling of the 
commitment.

JOHN
Wait a minute.  Just hold on a 
minute.  You people are crazy if 
you think you can make over a 
million dollars in a couple of 
months.  The kids are still going 
to school, they just have to ride 
the bus a little ways.

BEVERLY
I don’t care if it is crazy, we 
have nothing to lose.

NATHAN
All in favor, raise your hand.

Almost everyone, including the kids raise their hands.  

NATHAN (CONT’D)
OK, there were a number of good 
ideas that I heard.  Maybe not a 
single stroke, but a number of 
events might give us a chance to 
reach out goals.  The town council 
and I will try to coordinate some 
of the larger events.  The Police 
Chief, Chief Logan McMaster, here 
will inspect them to make sure 
they are safe, that proper 
emergency support is available, 
and. 

Looks at Betty. 
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NATHAN (CONT’D)
That everything is legal.  We need 
someone to help with the 
accounting.  

Erica raises her hand.  

ERICA
We can set up a special account at 
the bank for the deposit of the 
proceeds.

NATHAN
Good, thanks for volunteering to 
manage the accounting for this 
project.

ERICA
(asks questioningly)

Volunteer?  You must have an 
accountant for the town?

NATHAN
Yes, she is getting married to the 
developer and quit last month.  
You are new in town, a bank 
manager, someone we can trust.  
How about CFO?  Chief Financial 
Officer.   People should plan the 
fund raisers on the weekends if 
groups want to use the center of 
town and/or the town park, they 
can reserve it by calling myself 
or one of the council members 
here.  Good luck.

EXT. GOLF COURSE DRIVING RANGE - MORNING

Bernard Woodhouse’s secretary leads Mayor Nathan 
Woodhouse and Chief Logan McMaster along a path to a 
beautifully manicured private golf course driving range 
where Bernard Woodhouse is hitting golf balls.  

NATHAN
Hey, Bernie!

Bernard Woodhouse is distracted by the yell and misses 
the golf ball.
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BERNARD
All this yelling by the locals!  I 
can’t wait to have a new golf 
course!  

Bernard turns and hits the ball.

NATHAN
You remember our police chief, 
Logan McMaster?

BERNARD
Came all this way for a parking 
ticket?

NATHAN
No, just wanted to talk.

Nathan pulls out an eight iron from the bag and some 
balls while Bernard hits a nine iron to a green, landing 
about thirty feet from the flag.

BERNARD
I have another five minutes until 
my next meeting.

NATHAN
Good.

Hits a ball that goes about fifty feet high and lands ten 
feet in front of him.

BERNARD
Nice shot.

NATHAN
We’d like to ask a few questions 
about the golf course community 
and the effects it is having on 
our school.

BERNARD
There is nothing illegal. 

NATHAN
No, but it’s still wrong.  You 
could keep that school and build 
around it.  Hell, build a nicer 
school.

Bernard hits another ball about twenty-five feet from the 
flag.
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BERNARD
School in the middle of a golf 
course?  Chief, is he smoking 
drugs or something?  Nate, how are 
we supposed to concentrate on the 
game with lots of little kids 
running around?  Picking up the 
balls, and yelling?

Nathan hits a ball and it slices into the parking lot and 
hits a car, setting off the alarm.

NATHAN
There is right and wrong, this is 
wrong.

BERNARD
No.  There are winners and losers.  
I am a winner and so are the 
hundreds and thousands of people 
who will enjoy this new community.  
You, the losers, will have to 
adjust.    

Bernard hits another ball about twenty feet from the 
flag.

NATHAN
Bernie, why?  Why are you doing 
this?  

Nathan hits a ball and hooks it into the swimming pool 
area landing in the pool.

BERNARD
Money.  Don’t you get it?  Money.  
If we had to build within the 
Middleton city limits, it would 
raise the price for building 
permits and taxes every year.  
Using the current plan keeps us 
out of the city and saves about 
three hundred thousand dollars.  

Bernard hits another ball about five feet from the flag.

NATHAN
The town just voted to try and 
raise over a million, two hundred 
thousand dollars to build a new 
school.  
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Nathan hits another ball that lands in the water on the 
range.

NATHAN (CONT’D)
Before we start this effort, is 
there anything we can do to change 
your mind?  Mom would’ve been 
disappointed with you.

BERNARD
Doubt it.  She preferred me and 
Dad is pretty proud of this deal 
when I called him yesterday and 
offered him a new home.

Nathan hands the club to Logan.  

NATHAN
(to Logan)

Here, you try.

BERNARD
Nate, nice try.  There are winners 
and losers.  Tell you what, if you 
bunch of losers can raise that 
much money, I will chip in two 
hundred thousand for your new 
school as a bonus.

LOGAN
How do you work this thing again?

Takes a practise swing.

BERNARD
But, if you don’t make it before 
Christmas.  You have to sell me 
fifty new Ford Super Duty trucks 
at cost, including free service 
for four years. 

LOGAN
Mr. Woodhouse, you talk about 
winners and losers, but you forgot 
about friends.  Middleton is a 
great little town and will 
appreciate winning your bet.

Logan hits a ball that travels high in the air.  The ball 
lands and hits two of Bernard’s balls to rest about five 
inches from the flag.
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BERNARD
Yep, and a little luck never hurt.  
Tell you what chief.  I’ll hire 
you to be a ranger on the golf 
course; or if you prefer, maybe a 
mall security guard.  See you 
losers later.

Bernard Woodhouse walks away.

INT. COMPUTER CLASSROOM - AFTERNOON

Ethan, Stephen, and Luke are in a computer classroom.  
Ethan is drawing on a whiteboard, the layout for a the 
town web site. 

Matthew and Lisa enter the classroom, followed by Ashley.  
Matthew sits on the edge of the teacher’s desk and Lisa 
leans against him with her arm around him.

MATTHEW
What you geeks doing?

LUKE
We’re working on the plan for the 
town web site.

ASHLEY
Why does a town, that’s going to 
disappear, need a web site?

MATTHEW
Good question.

STEPHEN
It’s a good challenge.  Kind of 
like you trying to read a book 
without pictures.

MATTHEW
Hey.

Lisa holds Matthew back from moving towards Stephen.

LISA
Is it true that Middleton is going 
to do some fund raisers?

LUKE
Yeah!  We are going to do a car 
wash this weekend.  
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MATTHEW
Robbing the bank didn’t work out 
too well for you, did it?

ETHAN
The web site will show you what’s 
going on all the time. 

Samantha, Brenda, and Timothy walk in together.

ASHLEY
You guys have to raise like, over 
a million dollars.  

MATTHEW
Car washes and bake sales will 
never get you there, even with a 
web site.

BRENDA
Matthew, you need to stop being so 
negative.  Try yoga or something.  

SAMANTHA
Maybe, Ex-lax to clear your colon? 

MATTHEW
You bunch of losers are just 
wasting your time. 

ETHAN
Wasting our time?  I don’t think 
so.  

Stops writing on the white board.

ETHAN (CONT’D)
The web site is just the nucleus.  
We are going to have the calendar 
of events, Paypal for donations, 
pictures, Facebook, Twitter, and 
eventually live video feeds during 
the event.  Plus, we can use it 
for a graded project this 
semester.

INT. ERICA’S DINING ROOM - EVENING

Erica and Beth sit down to eat dinner in the dining room.
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ERICA
(yells)

Luke, dinner’s ready!

BETH
(yells)

Your food is getting cold.

Erica and Beth start eating.

ERICA
(yells)

Shut off the computer and come to 
dinner.

Luke arrives at the table and sits down, he is carrying 
an iPod with him.

ERICA (CONT’D)
Put away the iPod.  You can 
Facebook with your friends after 
dinner.

LUKE
But my friends back home are 
online now.  

BETH
I made some new friends at school 
this week.

ERICA
That’s wonderful, what are their 
names.

BETH
Kristi and Alexa.  Alexa is new, 
her mom is in the Army.

ERICA
Wow, how exciting.  How about you 
Luke?  Any new friends?

LUKE
No.  I have all the friends I need 
back home.  Why did we have to 
come here?

ERICA
This is our home now.  It’s a much 
better job and a nice town closer 
to Grandma and Grandpa.  
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She takes a drink of water.

ERICA (CONT’D)
What about the boy and the two 
girls at the bank?

LUKE
Let’s forget about that.  

BETH
You were showing off for the girls 
on your bike.

LUKE
No I wasn’t.  I had to turn fast 
or run over the old ladies.

Erica and Beth laugh at Luke.

ERICA (CONT’D)
So, what were their names?

LUKE
Stephen and I are working on the 
fund-raising web site along with 
Ethan.  Sam, one of the girls, who 
showed me around the school.

ERICA
There you go!  Making some new 
friends.

BETH
Mommy, you need some friends, too.

ERICA
It takes a little longer for the 
adults.

BETH
The policeman who came to the bank 
was handsome?

Erica stops eating and looks at Beth.

ERICA
Eat your dinner.

Beth laughs.
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INT. HOME DEPOT FRONT DOOR – LATE MORNING

The Home Depot is not very busy on a Friday morning.  
Chris Heller, the Home Depot manager, Logan, Zack, and 
Robert are just inside the front door.  The weather is 
very warm and sunny.

LOGAN
The first weekend is coming up, 
does anyone have any plans yet?

CHRIS 
My wife will be out doing a garage 
sale.  She already put the ad in 
the paper and on Facebook.

ZACK
I think all the women are doing 
garage sales.

ROBERT
My daughter and some of the high 
school kids are doing a car wash 
over at the Exxon gas station.

ZACK
Do you guys have any fund-raising 
ideas for the men, yet?

CHRIS
Nothing legal.  

Everyone laughs.

ROBERT
We should do something, like a 
fishing contest.

CHRIS
What about a golf game and driving 
contest?

LOGAN
Might as well wait for the new 
golf course to open up?

ZACK
When we used to live in Chicago, 
years ago.  They used to have a 
huge grilling contest for the best 
ribs or chili every summer.  Would 
bring in thousands of people to 
taste the various foods.
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CHRIS HELLER
We are letting the Boy Scout’s 
sell hotdogs and hamburgers 
outside the store starting 
tomorrow.  We even gave them a 
grill to use.

LOGAN
A cook out sounds like fun.  We 
could set up at the park and have 
games like softball and 
basketball.

Robert looks at the exit door as JUAN (25, Mexican 
American) lead a group of five men wearing BW Land 
Developer Corporation T-shirts purchasing several large 
carts of equipment and supplies.  Outside the exit door 
is a truck with the BW Land Developer Corporation logo on 
the side.

ROBERT
Chris, do you think you can get us 
a corporate sponsorship?  Maybe 
donate a few large grills and gas 
for the cause?

CHRIS
I think I can swing it, but no 
promises yet.  If you wait until 
the third week in September, we 
might be able to get the Home 
Depot race car.  It is supposed to 
be visiting the stores in this 
area that weekend.

ZACK
I will drop by the Play it Again 
Sports and Sports Authority to see 
if we can get any donations on 
sports equipment.

INT. BRENDA’S ROOM - AFTERNOON

Brenda sits on a big chair with a laptop computer.  GIRL 
1 (17) sits at a desk using a desktop computer.   GIRL 2 
(17) is on the bed talking with Timothy using Facetime on 
an iPhone.

BRENDA
OK, how’s this idea?  We do a 
race, like a marathon or 
triathlon?
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GIRL 1
Marathon?  Right, like you will be 
the only one who finishes.

GIRL 2
We did that five-K last spring in 
school?

Girl 1’s cell phone RINGS.

GIRL 1
(to the cell phone)

Hello.

BRENDA
I thought you puked after that.

GIRL 1
Hey you guys it’s Samantha.  

GIRL 2
Might as well do one of those 
boring school fund-raisers like 
selling stupid wrapping paper.

GIRL 1
(to the cell phone)

Nothing really.  We’re hanging out 
trying to come up with a plan for 
a fund-raiser.  Shelly’s doing a 
Facetime on the iPod with Timothy, 
who is trying to talk with Brenda, 
but Brenda is still mad and won’t 
talk to him.

GIRL 2
Timothy here just said to do a 
topless car wash.

BRENDA
(yells at the iPhone)

Hey Timmy, in your dreams!  

Everyone laughs.

GIRL 1
Samantha says, “What about a 
raffle?”.  OK, talk to you later, 
bye.  

Hangs up and begins a search for raffles on Google.com.  

25.

CONTINUED:

(CONTINUED)



GIRL 1 (CONT’D)
There’s raffles for cars, 
vacations, boats.  Sam’s not 
coming over, has to help her Dad 
after Taekwondo.

Brenda searches on the laptop computer.  

BRENDA
Most eligible bachelor raffle.  
He’s cute.

Points to the screen.

GIRL 2
Let me see.  

All the girls lean over to see the pictures of a man on 
the internet.

BRENDA 
OK, back to reality.

TIMOTHY (V.O.)
You can raffle me.

GIRL 2
We would make about two dollars if 
your mom and grandma each buy a 
ticket.  

Everyone laughs.

TIMOTHY (V.O.)
What about Octoberfest?

Brenda TYPES on the computer, ‘OCTOBERFEST’.

BRENDA
This looks like fun.

GIRL 1
Cool dresses.

GIRL 2
I want one of those drindl 
dresses.

BRENDA 
Timothy, you will so look cute 
wearing those leather pants and 
hat with the feather!  
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Everyone laughs.

GIRL 1
Brenda, will you take him back if 
he can play one of those tubas.

BRENDA
Tell him to go back to work so he 
can take me to a nice dinner.

(yells at the phone)
McDonald’s is not a date.

GIRL 2
Bye, Romeo.

Hangs up the phone.

GIRL 1
I’m hungry, what have you got to 
eat around here?

BRENDA
That’s it.  The raffle should be 
something low cost, but everybody 
needs.  

All look at Brenda.  

BRENDA (CONT’D)
Everyone needs groceries.  Let’s 
do a raffle and the winners get a 
two minute shopping spree at a 
grocery store.  

All the girls smile and give each other high-fives.

INT. STEPHEN’S HOME - AFTERNOON

Group of high school boys hanging out at a house in a 
family room.  Ethan is working on a desk top computer 
with 2 large monitors.  There are multiple web sites and 
programs open.  He appears to be working on a web site 
titled, ‘West Middleton Fund-raisers'.  

Stephen and Timothy are playing X-Box Halo Reach on a 
large screen TV mounted on the wall.   

The computer RINGS.  

Ethan opens Skype to see and talk with Luke.
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ETHAN
Hey Luke.

LUKE (V.O.)
Ethan, did you fix the calendar 
yet?

ETHAN
No, I’m setting up the account 
settings for username and log in.  
Then I have to work on the Paypal 
account.  Give me a couple of 
minutes.

LUKE (V.O.)
We have about seven different 
events to put on the calendar.

ETHAN
Chill out, you can’t even log in 
until I finish this.

LUKE (V.O.)
While I’m waiting, what do you 
need me to work on?

ETHAN
Can you up load the application 
form for Mrs. Cooks?

STEPHEN
Hey, Luke, we found a way to link 
Google Earth into the web site 
making it really interactive.  We 
can also upload photos and videos 
of the events.  You should be able 
to hyper link the calendar events 
to the map.

TIMOTHY
We should set up a huge HALO Reach 
game and play on that big movie 
screen they set up downtown.

STEPHEN
Listen up, Tim had an idea.  You 
realize that’s it for the rest of 
the year.  Quota is all used up.

ETHAN
OK, go ahead and try logging into 
the web site.
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LUKE (V.O.)
We should set up a dirt bike race 
around the old factory with jumps 
and everything.

RANDY (11, brother of Stephen) and Aaron fire Nurf gun 
bullets through the open doorway, then enter the room.

STEPHEN
Hey, we’re playing here.

RANDY
Come and play Nurf with us.

TIMOTHY
That’s for little kids.  

Randy and Aaron fire Nurf guns at Timothy.

RANDY 
We want a turn on X-Box.

STEPHEN
Mom said this is too old for you 
kids.

LUKE (V.O.)
What’s going on there?

ETHAN
Stephen’s little brother, Randy, 
and friend just attacked us with 
Nurf guns.

LUKE (V.O.)
Cool.  Like that Nurf gun wars on 
the internet.

STEPHEN
That Nurf gun video was funny.  
Can you imagine doing that here in 
town?

TIMOTHY
Maybe we can also do paint balls 
for the older kids.

RANDY
Awesome, we can have teams of five 
and shoot each other all over 
downtown.
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LUKE (V.O.)
There is an open Saturday on the 
calendar in the middle of October.

EXT. GAS STATION – MORNING

Logan is driving around town and stops in at a gas 
station.  It is warm out, and everyone is in shorts and T-
shirts.  Outside the station Brenda is holding up a sign, 
‘CAR WASH’, and waving to the drivers at the stop light.  
Luke, Stephen, and Samantha are washing cars.  There is a 
line of about ten cars.  Lisa drives a red Mercedes 
convertible with Ashley in the passenger seat; they are 
the fourth car in line.  

EXT. TOWN CENTER – MOMENTS LATER

He then drives out of the station and down towards the 
center of town where he sees Robert and Zack working to 
set up a huge movie screen partially in front of the town 
hall.  He gets out of the car.

LOGAN
What’s all this?

ROBERT 
Hey Chief.  Just helping Zack with 
this screen.

ZACK
Mayor wanted the screen from the 
old drive-in movie theater to be 
set up here in the town center.

LOGAN
Why?

ZACK
He figures we might be able to use 
it.  We are going to hook up a 
projector and computer from a 
little control room over there 

Points to a small shed from Home Depot on a trailer 
hooked to a large pickup truck. 

ZACK
This way we can show how much 
money we are raising.
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LOGAN
At this rate, it will be showing 
how much we are spending, not 
making.

ROBERT
Don’t worry.  With all the garage 
sales, car washes, hot dog sales, 
cookies, and other sales, we will 
be making money soon.

LOGAN
Is that Ethan Woolf?  

Watches Ethan running electrical extension cords from the 
city hall to the area near the wooden shed being moved 
from the trailer to the ground.

ZACK
Yes, he’s the best computer person 
in town.  He’s setting up the 
computer and projector and already 
set up a town fund raising web 
site.  This screen should be about 
twenty by twenty feet when it is 
all set up.

LOGAN
Thanks, now I have a 20 foot wall 
blocking my view from the only 
window in my office.

ZACK
We are mounting a big screen TV 
with a new computer in your office 
so you can see the web site all 
the time.

LOGAN
See you later.  

He walks to the police car shaking his head.

RADIO DISPATCHER (V.O.)
Chief.

Logan picks up the microphone.

LOGAN
This is Logan.

31.

CONTINUED:

(CONTINUED)



RADIO DISPATCHER (V.O.)
We just received a call from 
Father Domenico.  He says 
something, about graffiti on the 
side of the church, can you check 
it out?

LOGAN
Ten - four, I’m on the way.

EXT. MIDDLETON CATHOLIC CHURCH - MOMENTS LATER

Logan arrives at the church.  Father Domenico Zagoria 
standing on the road looking at the side of the church 
and a line of cars is causing traffic.  Logan parks in 
front and walks over to speak to him.

LOGAN
Morning Father, what seems to be 
the problem?  What’s with the 
traffic?

DOMENICO
Oh, good morning Chief.  This is 
the problem.  

Domenico points to the side of the church where there is 
a huge painting, a bad attempt at a Madonna and child. 

LOGAN
What is that?  Why did you paint 
it?

DOMENICO
I didn’t paint it.  When I arrived 
at church this morning, there was 
this huge painting on the wall.  I 
think it is supposed to be a 
painting of the Madonna and child, 
but it is difficult to tell.  
There is a sign over here by the 
street.  

Points to a sign that reads, "Miracle painting appears on 
church wall, donate for the new West Middleton school" 
there is a large coffee can and drivers are putting money 
in it.    

DOMENICO (CONT’D)
What am I supposed to do?

32.

CONTINUED: (2)

(CONTINUED)



LOGAN
(smiles)

Collect the donations?

DOMENICO
God help our little town raise 
this money quickly, and forgive us 
our sins.

LOGAN
And pray for painting lessons. 

Starts walking to the car and opens the door.    

LOGAN (CONT’D)
Oh, when I find who painted this, 
I’ll send him to confession 
instead of jail.

EXT. MIDDLETON SHOPPING ZONE  - MOMENTS LATER

Logan gets in his car and drives away.  He drives to a 
shopping area outside of town with a big Target, Wal-
Mart, Petsmart, Home Depot, and other stores.  He sees 
hand made signs outside the businesses and many of the 
stores that read, ‘Support the New School’ or ‘New school 
fund-raisers'.  

In front of Home Goods, there is a table with Girl Scouts 
selling cookies and brownies.  Alexa is dressed as Girl 
Scouts.  Lauren is sitting in a chair talking with Aaron, 
who is dressed in a youth soccer uniform and has dirty 
knees from playing.  

EXT. MIDDLETON SHOPPING ZONE  - MOMENTS LATER

In front of Petsmart, there is a small fenced in area 
with a table.  Amy, Kristi, and Beth are selling very 
young puppies.  

EXT. MIDDLETON SHOPPING ZONE  - MOMENTS LATER

Logan drives past Home Depot, he waves to a Chris Heller 
is with a group of Boy Scouts selling hotdogs and cokes 
in front of the store.  
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EXT. MIDDLETON SHOPPING ZONE  - MOMENTS LATER

Logan drives out of the parking lot to a residential 
area.  He sees a massive garage/yard sale at every house.  
There are cars parked all over the street and hundreds of 
people looking through the different yards and purchasing 
items.  

Logan waves to Zack who is driving a pickup truck filled 
with various items like a sofa, wood floor, kitchen sink, 
several outdoor toys for young kids, and towing a small 
sail boat on a trailer.

INT. MAYOR’S OFFICE – LATE AFTERNOON

The Mayor’s office is big.  Nathan has called a meeting 
with: Beverly, Logan, Erica, John, Zack, COUNCILWOMAN 
(50), and the town LAWYER (45).  There is a large map of 
the town on the wall.

NATHAN
Thanks for everyone attending our 
first meeting.  Does anyone know 
how we did the first weekend?  
And, are there any plans for next 
weekend?

COUNCILWOMAN
I sold quite a bit at the garage 
sale and it looked like everyone 
else did well.

ERICA
The whole street was packed.  I 
saw lots of people doing things, 
but not sure of the results.

LOGAN
Robert and Zack are moving the big 
screen from the old movie drive-in 
like you asked.  They are setting 
up a computer and a projector in a 
little hut and calling it the 
Control Room.

BEVERLY 
What’s that for?

LOGAN
Mayor’s idea to show how much 
money is made each week.
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ZACK
Ethan Woolf and some of the kids 
are building the web site and set 
up the computer equipment.

ERICA
We opened the bank account.

BEVERLY
The town Halloween party is 
scheduled and there are a number 
of people trying to organize other 
events.  I think some of the men 
want to have a cookout and sports 
day.  Some of the boys are talking 
about a day to play Nurf guns?  
Some of the kids are talking about 
a five-K run and a few other 
ideas.  I think Chief’s 
grandmother is organizing a weekly 
Bingo night.  

Logan shakes his head. 

NATHAN
Sounds like people are getting in 
the spirit.  But how much did we 
make last weekend?

COUNCILWOMAN 
(loud whisper)

Mayor, what did we talk about?

NATHAN
OK.  

Deep breath

NATHAN (CONT’D)
Ms. Erica Townes, we could really 
use some help in tracking the 
income and expenses.  Your 
expertise would be of great value 
to us with this issue.  Would you 
be able to assist our city with 
this effort?

ERICA
Mr. Mayor, it would be a pleasure.  
Thank you for asking so kindly.  
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So far, there was an initial 
deposit, at your request, of 
twenty-seven thousand dollars in 
the bank account.

LAWYER
Mayor, we need to establish the 
legal documents showing Ms. Townes 
as the chief financial officer or 
CFO for this endeavor.

JOHN
I told you at the town meeting, 
this is crazy and a waste of time.

NATHAN
(ignores John)

Spoken like a lawyer and you’re 
right.  Consider it a donation 
from your firm to draw up the 
legal documents for the city.

LOGAN
(whispers to Erica)

Mayor takes a lot of liberties to 
volunteer people.

ERICA
(whispers)

I noticed that.

LOGAN
He used to be a college football 
coach.

JOHN 
Wait a minute.  You are crazy old 
fools to think you are going to 
make money.  All you are doing is 
filling everyone with hope and 
going to make a racket and lot of 
noise in our nice quiet town.

NATHAN
Chill out grumpy.  

Moves around to a dry erase whiteboard and draws out what 
he is talking about.   

NATHAN
People who are organizing an event 
will send in an application from 
the web site to Beverly.  
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Ethan puts it on the calendar on 
the web site to let everyone know 
what the event is.  If they need 
help setting up, they should ask 
Zack and Robert to help.  You 
know, need to make sure trash 
cans, port-a-lets, parking 
control, any decorations get 
organized.  Chief, need you to 
check things out and make sure 
everything is safe.  Coordinate 
for the fire department and 
ambulance with EMT support.  
Erica, please handle the deposits 
and requests for money for 
supplies and decorations for the 
Halloween Party and anything that 
comes up.  James, need you to set 
up all the legal documents.  

Looks around the room.  

NATHAN
Sounds like a plan?  

Everyone nods.

LOGAN
Ready, hike.

INT. BETTY’S HOME KITCHEN - EVENING

Betty is in her kitchen opening the oven door and 
checking on 3 racks of cookies inside.  She closes it up 
and looks around the kitchen where there are cookies, 
cakes, and muffins on every counter top cooling, along 
with a large batch of cookies in two jars.  She picks her 
head up when she hears her friend calling.

KATHERINE (O.S.)
Betty, are you coming back?

Betty sets down the oven mitts.  

INT. BETTY’S HOME DINING ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Betty walks into the dining room where Katherine, GRANDMA 
1 (68), GRANDMA 2 (72), and GRANDMA 3 (75) are sitting at 
a table with cards, poker chips, drinks, and various 
snacks.  They are playing Texas Hold-Em.
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BETTY
Last batch is almost done.  

Sits down at the table and looks at her two cards.

GRANDMA 1
It’s your bid, we ante’d up for 
you.

GRANDMA 2
It’s fifty cents if you want to 
stay in.

BETTY
I’m in.  

She puts in two poker chips.  The game continues with 
grace dealing, while they talk.

GRANDMA 1
How many cookies did you sell last 
weekend?

KATHERINE
The girls sold about eight hundred 
cookies, so about four hundred 
dollars.  I baked about six 
hundred yesterday for next 
weekend.

BETTY
There are about five hundred more 
in the kitchen and a couple of 
cakes and muffins for fun.

KATHERINE
That is really good sales, 
remember when we used to get five 
cents for a cookie?  

All laugh.

GRANDMA 3
Everyone in town is going to gain 
a hundred pounds if we keep baking 
a thousand cookies a weekend.

BETTY
How did the garage sales go?

GRANDMA 2
We did pretty good, about three 
hundred and fifty.

38.

CONTINUED:

(CONTINUED)



GRANDMA 1
We did pretty well and then Zack 
took the things we didn’t sell.  
He said something about selling 
them on Ebay or something.

KATHERINE
He stopped by my place and took 
everything we couldn’t sell, also.

GRANDMA 3
That’s a good idea.  I have a few 
things he can sell.  

BETTY
Quickest way I know how to make a 
one million dollars is in Las 
Vegas.

The dealer and everyone stops playing cards and looks at 
Betty.  

GRANDMA 1
Did you say Las Vegas?

KATHERINE
Count me in.

EXT. MIDDLETON TOWN PARK – EARLY AFTERNOON

The city park is packed with hundreds of people on a 
Saturday afternoon.  The weather is warm and sunny, a 
picturesque Indian Summer day and everyone is in shorts 
and T-shirts.  There are sponsor signs around the park: 
Home Depot, Best Buy, Outback Steakhouse, 5-Guys 
Hamburgers, Hooters, Pepsi, Budweiser, Middleton Ford, 
Lui e Lei Fashion and Salon, Middleton Community Bank, 
and several other businesses. 

Logan stops at an under eight, girls soccer game.  Brenda 
and Samantha coaching one team while Beverly coaches the 
opposite.  Timothy, the referee, is trying to award a 
penalty kick for Alexa.   

TIMOTHY
Ladies, it was a foul.  Free kick 
going that way.

Puts the ball down on the ground.
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BRENDA
(yells)

Timothy, that wasn’t a foul!  Give 
me a break!

BEVERLY
(yells)

Good call, ref!

TIMOTHY
Ladies, please take the free kick.

BRENDA
(yells)

Hey ref!  That wasn’t a foul!  
Call a drop kick or it will be 
boring Saturday night!

BEVERLY
(yells at Brenda)

Hey coach!  You’re the one going 
to be lonely tonight if you keep 
talking like that!

BRENDA
(yells)

You heard me Ref!  The weather 
forecast for Saturday night is 
cold, C.O.L.D.!

SAMANTHA
(yells)

Maybe Misses Cooks will buy you a 
Happy Meal instead!

Brenda gives Samantha a fist bump.

TIMOTHY
Hey Chief!  Little help here, 
please!

LOGAN
Ref, you are digging a hole just 
fine, you don’t need any help from 
me.

BEVERLY
(yells)

Brenda, that does it!  The Amish 
punishment!  No electronics in 
your room!
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EXT. MIDDLETON TOWN PARK – EARLY AFTERNOON

Logan walks over to the basketball courts.  The current 
match is a BW Land Development Corporation team which 
include Matthew and Juan versus a team including Robert, 
Stephen, and Zack.

Logan approaches Chris dressed like a referee with a 
whistle, clip board, and an iPod.  Chris is tracking the 
scores and not the referee for the basketball game. 

LOGAN
Hi Chase, how’s it going?

CHRIS
Hi Chief.  It’s an excellent day 
so far.

LOGAN
I see BW Land Development T-shirts 
everywhere.

CHRIS
Yes.  Bernard has sponsored men’s 
teams in just about every event.  

LOGAN
He is pretty competitive.  What’s 
the score of this game?

CHRIS
BW Land is up thirty-two to twelve 
with about three minutes left to 
play.

LOGAN
No problems, we’ll get them back 
in the softball game in about an 
hour.  See you later.

CHRIS
See you later, Chief.

EXT. MIDDLETON TOWN PARK – EARLY AFTERNOON

Logan walks by the large scoreboard that is tracking all 
the various scores for each game.  Next to the 
scoreboard, people are setting up grills and tables, 
preparing for the big cookout event in the evening.  He 
sees the Home Depot NASCAR positioned for everyone to see 
and take pictures.

41.



EXT. MIDDLETON TOWN PARK – EARLY AFTERNOON

Logan walks over towards a large area for younger kids 
with a petting zoo.  There is a ring with Sumo wrestler 
costumes for the kids to wear.  An inflatable titanic 
slide and obstacle course.  A mechanical bull ride.  A 
moon walk, rock climbing wall, dunk tank and several 
other games.  He sees Zack and Robert near the inflatable 
jousting ring and walks over.   

LOGAN
Hey Zack, Robert.  This looks like 
fun.

ZACK
Yeah, wish we had this when we 
were kids.  Don’t worry, we rented 
all this until midnight, so us 
adults, can have fun after the 
kids leave!  

LOGAN
Beer and games, we better make 
sure we get the ambulance over 
here.

ROBERT
Check this out Chief, you made it 
just in time for the big match.

LOGAN
What big match?

ROBERT
Bernard’s son, Richard, is taking 
on the Randy Heller.  

ZACK
Randy is undefeated after seven 
bouts.

Bernard is preparing RICHARD’S helmet (12, son of 
Bernard) and talking quietly to him while watching Randy.  
Bernard and Richard are wearing matching BW Land 
Development Corporation polo shirts.  

Bernard helps Richard into the ring.  

BERNARD
(yells)

Go get him, son!    
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RICHARD
You’re going down.

RANDY
Give it your best shot, “Ritchie, 
Rich”!

They face off on the jousting pads and begin fighting.  
Randy appears very good, while Richard seems to be 
waiting for an opening.

BERNARD
(yells)

Take him out now!

Richard is able to land a jab to the belly, followed 
quickly with a large upper cut to the chin knocking Randy 
off the jousting pad and onto his back.  

RICHARD
(yelling)

Yeah!  The champion!

BERNARD
Awesome!

ROBERT
That’s gotta hurt.

LOGAN
Yeah, we better have more 
ambulances around once you guys 
start playing with these toys.  
Talk to you later.

EXT. MIDDLETON TOWN PARK – EARLY AFTERNOON

Logan walks to the skateboard park where a crowd of boys 
watch as Luke performs some difficult skateboard jumps.  
Stephen is taking videos of Luke.  

STEPHEN
Get some air, Luke!

Lisa, Missy, and Ashley walk past Logan.

DEANNA
My brother does that skateboard 
stuff all day in the driveway.
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LISA
Bet he falls and lands on Ethan.  
Now that, would be fun to watch.

ASHLEY
Let’s go to the mall.

LISA
I gotta stay.  My Dad won’t pay 
the credit card, unless I show up 
at the stupid softball game.  
Besides, Matthew is playing on 
Dad’s team in the big softball 
game.  

Erica walks towards Logan as the girls walk away.

ERICA
Hi, Chief.

LOGAN
Hello.  Please call me Logan.

ERICA
Everyone calls you Chief.

LOGAN
There are always exceptions.  How 
do you like our little town so 
far?  

ERICA
It is a lot of fun.  Do you have 
these cook outs often?

LOGAN
We used to.  Are you going to be 
on the softball team?

ERICA
I, I don’t think so.  I haven’t 
played since college.

LOGAN
We need a first baseman.

ERICA
No, I’m not dressed for it.  

LOGAN
Neither am I, but I’m going home 
to change real quick.  The game is 
in forty-five minutes.  
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ERICA
I’ll come watch you.  See you 
later, Logan.

EXT. MIDDLETON TOWN PARK – EARLY AFTERNOON

The softball game is in the fifth inning with the score 
tied at nine to nine.  The stands are packed with a crowd 
almost everyone in the park.  Chris is the umpire.  Logan  
(pitching), Zack (catcher), Robert, Brenda, Amy, 
Samantha, Luke, Beverly, and the rest of the Middleton 
team are in the field with Nathan as the coach.  Erica 
and Beth are on the first base side of the stands.    

The BW Land Development Corporation team is batting.  
Bernard is the coach and the team includes Matthew and 
Juan.  The BW Land Development Corporation team is 
wearing new uniforms.  Lisa, Missy, and Ashley are 
sitting in the stands.  

Logan throws a pitch to Juan.  

CHRIS
Ball four!  Batter take your base.

ERICA
Pitcher, you’re supposed to throw 
them over the plate.

LOGAN
Is that what they do in Madison?  
Thanks for the advise.

AMY
(yelling)

This guy can’t hit, throw him a 
strike.

The next batter is an out.

ZACK
(yells)

One out!  Play’s at third for the 
runner.

The next batter hits a soft fly ball to center, just over 
Logan’s head.  Samantha makes a diving catch.  Juan 
returns to Second base knocking Brenda over.  

CHASE
Batter, you’re out!
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LOGAN
(yells)

Ump, what kind of base running is 
that?

CHASE
He returned to the base, he’s 
safe.

BERNARD
Pitch, mall cop!

ERICA
Don’t worry about it, get the next 
batter!

BRENDA
Chief.

Wipes away some blood from her lip.

BRENDA (CONT’D)
I’m good, let’s play.

The batter is Matthew.

LISA
(yells)

Let’s go Matt!

Matthew hits line drive.  Juan touches home plate and 
knocks over Zack.  In the dust at home plate, the ball 
rolls out of Zack’s glove.

CHRIS
(yells)

Safe!

The BW Land Development Corporation team begins cheering 
and celebrating.

EXT. MIDDLETON TOWN PARK - EVENING

The food section is working and packed with people.  
Katherine, Lauren, and Domenico are sampling the ribs 
from each cook.  There is a large table with plates, 
chips, and utensils between the cooking and everyone 
waiting in line.  

46.

CONTINUED:

(CONTINUED)



NATHAN
(yells)

Come on judges, everyone’s getting 
hungry out here.

KATHERINE
We’re almost done, but it’s going 
to take a little time to put the 
food on the table.

Suddenly the crowd seems to separate and Betty walks 
through followed by twelve girls dressed in Hooter’s 
uniforms.

BETTY
Right this way ladies.

Everyone turns to stare.

BETTY (CONT’D)
Thought you might need some help 
serving everyone.  So, I found 
some friends.

All the men and boys start to cheer as the girls begin 
serving and the cooks start to cook again.  

STEPHEN
(yells)

Go Grandma!

All heads turn as Robert and Zack drive up in a Monster 
truck built out of an old police car.  They wave to 
everyone as they circle around the parking lot.  Robert 
and Zack drive the Monster Truck down the street and out 
of sight, turn around and rev the engine.   The screech 
of tires and changing sounds indicates the vehicle is 
moving and suddenly the monster truck bursts through the 
huge poster of Bernard Woodhouse advertising the BW Land 
Development Corporation on the edge of the park.  
Everyone cheers.

ASHLEY
Isn’t that your dad’s picture on 
the poster?

LISA
Yes.

MISSY
You seem pretty happy about this?
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LISA
Yes, yes I am.  He is getting 
ready to marry his fourth wife.

ASHLEY
Oh, that’s right.

LISA
I think I like this side of town 
better.  I am going to do 
everything to support this fund-
raising.  Too bad I couldn’t drive 
that monster truck!

EXT. TOWN CENTER – MID-MORNING

The movie screen displays the action of two teams 
shooting each other with hundreds of Nurf bullets of all 
shapes and sizes and all different styles of Nurf guns.  
There is a Referee on each side counting the number of 
hits to ensure proper scoring.  All have protective 
glasses, knee and elbow pads, various types of helmets.  
Some teams have rigged radios in their helmets.  

Robert is working with Samantha and Ethan to test the 
equipment, computer connections, and communications 
between the referees and the control center.  They are 
also working to show a live camera shot on the big screen 
from Samantha’s helmet.

The registration tent is extremely busy.  There is a 
section where the teams register, a section for loading 
Nurf bullets, a section for team preparation, a section 
for the judges, and a food section.  

Logan walks to the registration tent.  

LOGAN
Everyone ready for the Big Nurf 
Gun Battle?

STEPHEN
Yes sir.  We already have over 
twenty teams pre-registered for 
Nurf Gun and another eight for the 
paint ball.  But according to the 
Facebook and Twitter updates, we 
are expecting another twenty or so 
teams to register today for each 
event.
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LOGAN
Sounds like fun, but I didn’t 
realize it was so popular.

TIMOTHY
We have a group for under twelve 
and a group any age.  There are 
teams from big companies downtown, 
like AT and T and Wells Fargo 
Bank.

LOGAN
Big companies?  Are you sure?

STEPHEN
The people all work at the 
company.  Haven’t you ever seen 
Office Wars on UTube?

LOGAN
Guess I should look it up. 

Looks over equipment. 

LOGAN (CONT’D)
Looks like everyone has protective 
gear?

LUKE
Yes sir; helmets, goggles, knee 
pads, and elbow pads and we have 
extras if people don’t have some 
of their own.

LOGAN
Any prizes?

ETHAN
Yes, we have a number of items 
donated as prizes.  Each team will 
get a T-shirt and wining teams 
will get X-Boxes, iPods, Nurf 
Guns, computer games, and other 
items.

A team of five boys kids about 7-9 years old dressed in 
old Army uniforms, padding, skate board helmets, walkie – 
talkie headsets, and a variety of Nurf Guns and pouches 
for ammunition.  

Ethan is able to display pictures of both teams including 
team and individual names on the big screen behind the 
arena.   
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Stephen uses a loud speaker system to make announcements.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
(in a deep voice)

Ladies and Gentlemen.  Welcome, to 
the Big Nurf Gun Battle.  Our 
first match of the day features, 
Green Gremlins versus Red Rangers!  
Teams, assume your position, lock 
and load, Fire.

The boys of both teams start shooting with the Nurf Guns.  
Timothy and Brenda are the referees on each side using a 
counter in their hands to count the number of hits.  

The big screen shows action shots from live video feeds 
by boys using the cameras.  The big screen also has the 
‘NEXT MATCH’ listed so the next teams can get ready.  

Erica and Beth walk up to Logan.  

ERICA
Good morning Chief.

LOGAN
Morning.

Robert walks over to Logan.

ROBERT
Morning.

ERICA
I like the big movie screen, what 
a really cool idea.

ROBERT
The Mayor still has some good 
ideas.  He asked Zack to bring 
this screen over after cleaning up 
the old drive-in movie theater.

ERICA
Good thing the boys know how to 
use it.  

ROBERT
Ethan is a computer wiz.  He’s 
setting up a live feed for the 
next round from Samantha’s helmet.
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ERICA
Remind her to take that off when 
she leaves the arena.  Could be 
embarrassing, if you know what I 
mean.

LOGAN
This big screen will be a lot of 
fun over the next couple of 
months.

They turn to watch the boys working the computers and the 
various monitors.  Then up to the big screen to watch a 
battle currently going on.

LUKE
Bye mom.  

Walks off to join Ethan and Samantha.

ERICA
This Nurf Gun and Paint Ball 
Battle is all the boys have been 
talking about for the past two 
weeks.  It is really neat to see 
how they were meeting after school 
and were able to set up such a 
huge competition.

LOGAN
How is the fund raising business 
going so far?

ERICA
Everyone is making money.  Still 
early to tell, but the boys here 
have raised several thousand 
dollars so far, including the Nurf 
Company donating some of the 
prizes and sponsoring the event.

BETH
Mom, aren’t you going to ask him?

ERICA
Ask what dear?

BETH
Aren’t you going to ask the Chief 
of Police for dinner?
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ERICA
(embarrassed)

I told Beth, that since we have 
been meeting to discuss the fund 
raisers that it would be nice to 
invite you to dinner one night.

LOGAN
Sounds like a very nice idea.

BETH
Mommy, look, my friends Annabeth 
and Wanda are here.

Beth pulls Erica’s hand.

ERICA
Gotta go.  Beth saw her friends.   

Starts to walk with Beth pulling her.  

ERICA (CONT’D)
Let me know if you are free next 
Friday or Saturday night?

LOGAN
Saturdays are better for me.

ERICA
See you later, Chief.

Robert notices the puzzled look on Logan's face.

ROBERT
Sounds like you were asked out on 
a date.

LOGAN
A date?  No, we have to meet to 
discuss the fund raisers.

ROBERT
You might be a good policeman, but 
a bad detective.

Nathan walks up.  

NATHAN
Looks like a great day.  The boys 
are having a lot of fun out there.
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ROBERT
Wish we had these Nurf Guns when I 
was younger.

NATHAN
I see John isn’t that excited 
about the fund raising events.  

Points to John Toole's house with large signs in the 
front yard, 'stay out', 'no trespassing'.  

NATHAN (CONT’D)
Friendly as ever.  

Waves to Zack as he drives past with a trailer stacked 
with old furniture.

LOGAN
What is Zack up to with the 
trailer and all the various things 
he keeps picking up?

NATHAN
I asked him to clean up the town a 
bit and get rid of some of the old 
eye sores.  You know, the broken 
fences, busted up garbage cans, 
old benches.  If he can’t pick it 
up, he paints it to look nice.

ROBERT
The old Drive-In movie theater is 
all cleaned up.

LOGAN
I have to admit, the town is 
looking cleaner and a lot less 
junk laying around.

The men watch as the BW Land Development Corporation 
sponsored team led by Richard enter the ring.  The team 
is the only one with matching uniforms, helmet cameras 
with headphones, and each person has three Nurf guns, 
including pistols.  The team includes two large Vulcan 
Nurf guns on tripods.      

The teams begin to fight and the BW Land Development 
Corporation team is the clear victor with overwhelming 
firepower.
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EXT. TOWN CENTER – EVENING

The Nurf gun arena is replaced by the paint ball arena 
with Plexiglas walls that are ten feet high to prevent 
the paint balls from going out of the area.  All lights 
are off except the big screen showing multiple changing 
views of still images and short videos of the action from 
the day.  One of the images is the BW Land Development 
Corporation team accepting a trophy.  

ETHAN (V.O.)
Ladies and gentlemen, boys and 
girls, welcome to the Paint Ball 
Battle final.  Earlier today, you 
watched as the Battle Warrior team 
won the Nurf gun battle.  Now, the 
Battle Warrior paint ball team is 
set to challenge the White 
Wolverines for the final match 
tonight.  

Spot lights come on to illuminate each team dressed and 
ready to fight.  As the announcer talks, spot lights 
start moving around and strobe lights flash. 

ETHAN  (CONT’D)(V.O.)
Let’s give it up for the White 
Wolverines!  Luke, Stephen, Nick, 
Brenda, and team captain, 
Samantha!  

Cheering.  

ETHAN  (CONT’D)(V.O.)
And on the Battle Warriors!  Phil, 
Juan, Martin, Greg, and the team 
captain; Middleton’s All Star 
linebacker, Matthew!  Thanks to 
all the great teams today.  The 
Big Nurf Gun and Paint Ball Battle 
has raised more than twenty 
thousand dollars.  

Cheering.  

ETHAN  (CONT’D)(V.O.)
The final match will be five 
minutes, variable lighting, glow 
in the dark paint balls and the 
winning team gets bragging rights 
for the next year!  
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The big screen has a picture of each team with the names 
under each player.   

WILLIAM (CONT’D) (V.O.)
Captains, you have ten seconds to 
prepare your teams for battle, 
nine, eight, seven. 

SAMANTHA
(whispers loud for 
the team)

Stick to the plan!  Luke and Nick, 
covering fire.  We’ll take out the 
captain first.

The crowd starts counting as the teams scramble for 
positions.    

WILLIAM (CONT’D)
Six, five, four, three, two, one, 
Fire.

Luke and Nick stand up and begin rapid firing at Phil, 
Juan, Martin, Greg.  Stephen and Brenda kneel down, 
hidden behind Luke and Nick.  Samantha is in the middle, 
hiding.  

The lights change colors and turn on and off.  Loud 
cheering and music as paint balls fly from everywhere and 
sometimes over the Plexiglas barriers.  

The big movie screen has pictures of the fight from 
multiple cameras including helmet cameras.  

Matthew is relatively untouched and moves forward to try 
and shoot Luke.  As he moves forward of the center line.  
Stephen and Brenda shoot him from both sides.  Samantha 
jumps forward shooting Matthew in the face down to his 
groin.  He is completely covered in paint as Samantha 
leads the attack.   

When the fighting ends, both teams exit the arena.  The 
White Wolverines have some paint hits, Luke and Nick are 
the worst.  The Battle Warriors are completely covered 
with paint.  

They make their way to the stage area where Nathan 
stands.  He raises the hands of the White Wolverines to 
the cheer of the crowd.  On the big screen behind them, 
displays the team picture and music plays ‘We are the 
Champions’.
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INT. MIDDLETON SCHOOL OUTSIDE PARKING LOT - EARLY 
AFTERNOON

Erica is waiting in her car as Beth exits the school and 
runs to get in the passenger seat crying.

ERICA
What’s the matter, Honey?

BETH
(crying)

The boys were teasing us.  They 
said girls... said girls... said 
girls weren’t helping.  

Erica turns off the car and helps Erica onto her lap.

ERICA
Shhhhh.  Calm down, so I can 
understand you better.  What 
exactly did they say?

BETH
(crying)

They said, said all the boys 
raised thousands of dollars and, 
and the girls didn’t do anything.  
But the boys had the Nurf guns and 
made all the money and the girls 
didn’t do anything yet.

ERICA
Honey, you sold cookies, didn’t 
you?

Beth nods.

ERICA (CONT’D)
What about the puppies with 
Kristi?

BETH
Yeah, but the girls didn’t do 
something all together like the 
boys. 

ERICA
Don’t worry.  That’s because they 
don’t know the girl’s secret plan.

BETH
(sniffles)

Plan?  Secret plan?
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ERICA
Of course we have a plan.

Looks down at the grocery bag on the floor of the 
passenger seat.  A Cosmopolitan magazine is on top.  

ERICA
Can you keep a secret?

Beth nods.  

BETH
Uh-uh.

ERICA
We are still working on the 
details, but we are going to set 
up a fashion show.

Beth stops crying, sniffs. 

BETH
(very excited)

Fashion show?  Can I wear my 
Cinderella dress?

Beth hugs Erica.

EXT. MIDDLETON BANK - MORNING

Betty is walking through the town with a shopping bag.  

She looks at the big movie screen showing the current 
funds raised at $58,539, then flashes pictures of the Big 
Nurf Gun and Paint Ball Battle of kids getting hit in the 
head or other places.  

She crosses the street and enters the bank, then stands 
in line behind JULIAN (35, gay man).  The TELLER (30) and 
Erica are working the front teller spaces helping two 
customers.  Julian advances to the window and opens a 
large deposit bag on the counter.

JULIAN
Good morning, Ms. Theresa, how are 
you this beautiful day?

TELLER
Good morning.  I am doing great, 
how about you?  Looks like a very 
good week at the store?
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JULIAN
Yes, a very good week.  The mall 
was simply packed with people and 
our facial special combined with 
next week’s homecoming was really 
great for business.

Julian opens the bag and begins putting money on the 
counter for the teller to count.

TELLER
You started facials?  I can’t wait 
to try.  Erica, you need to come 
with me after work one day to the 
Lui e Lei Fashion Salon and 
Studio.

JULIAN
Yes, you must.  Here, here is a 
card for each of you wonderful 
ladies that is fifty percent off 
and a portion goes as a donation 
to the school fund.

TELLER
How nice, say, does the mall ever 
do any fashion shows?

JULIAN
No, not this mall.  Our last 
business in California used to 
have lots of fashion shows, why?

As Erica finishes helping a customer, Betty approaches 
counter with bag and pulls out a box.  

ERICA
Good morning Mrs. McMaster, what 
can I help you with today?

TELLER
Last night, Erica, promised to 
help organize a fashion show for 
all the girls to raise money

JULIAN
(smiling)

A fashion show?  How absolutely 
marvelous!
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BETTY
I heard you are going out on a 
date with my grandson this 
weekend.

ERICA
(blushing, 
embarrassed)

It’s not really a date.  He is 
coming over for dinner on Saturday 
night so we can discuss the status 
of the fund raisers.

BETTY
Don’t try fooling anyone.  You 
aren’t sixteen, you’ve both been 
single for several years, so it’s 
a date.  I’m happy for your both, 
so I got you a present.  

Hands the Erica the box.  

BETTY (CONT’D)
Go ahead an open it.

ERICA
Thank you very much.  It’s very 
sweet of you.  

Erica opens the box and picks up the garment inside and 
pulls it out of the box to realize it is red lingerie.  
Erica turns red and puts it back in the box.  Erica is 
speechless.

Betty pats Erica’s hand.  

BETTY
Dress for success.  Have fun.  

She turns and walks out, humming an unknown tune.

Julian and the teller burst out laughing and Erica is 
still speechless.

TELLER
Wear that and it won’t matter how 
bad your cooking is.

Julian has tears in his eyes from laughing. 
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JULIAN
Have all the girls that want to 
help volunteer for the fashion 
show in my Salon on Sunday 
afternoon.  We are going to start 
taking measurement and planning 
outfits.  You, 

Point to Erica and the box  

JULIAN (CONT’D)
Can bring that, if you dare.  Miss 
Victoria Secret Model.  

Theresa bursts out laughing and runs from the room.  

TELLER
(Yells, laughing)

I have to go pee!

EXT. TOWN CENTER – LATE AFTERNOON

There are ghosts, spiders, bats, and witches in different 
store windows and hanging from trees.  There is spooky 
Halloween noises and screams coming from the speakers.  
The big movie screen is showing different people in 
costumes like Cinderella, Star Wars, knights, Shrek, and 
many other costumes and on another part of the screen is 
scary movie clips from parts of horror shows.  But, not 
too scary for little kids.  In the center is a dance 
floor.  The old vacant Woolworth Store is now a Haunted 
House with ghosts blowing out of the windows and old 
mannequins dressed like women or witches in poses hanging 
out of the windows and one pirate with his neck in a 
noose.

Erica and Beth are dressed like Disney’s “Pirates of the 
Caribbean” women and Luke is dressed like Captain Jack 
Sparrow.  They walk towards the town center which is all 
decorated with orange lights on the street lights. 

Erica points to the pirate in the noose.  

ERICA
You better be careful Captain 
Jack, they don’t like pirates 
around here.

LUKE
Yeah, right.  There’s Ethan, I 
will see you later.
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ERICA
OK, you have your phone, right?

LUKE
Yeah.

BETH
Bye, Captain Jack Sparrow.

LUKE
See you squid face.

ERICA
Not funny.  Meet us back here at 
six.

BETH
I’m going to tell Lisa you like 
her.

Luke walks away.  

LUKE
Better not, or your dolls will 
join Davy Jones.

Logan walks up.  

LOGAN
Evening, Miss Swan and Miss Swan.  
Great costumes.

ERICA
Good evening.  Who are you dressed 
up as?  A policeman?  

They all laugh.  

ERICA (CONT’D)
I never expected so many people 
here.

LOGAN
The boys have been advertising on 
the internet and using Facebook 
and Twitter and all, so there are 
a lot of visitors that we never 
expected.
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EXT. TOWN CENTER CONTROL CENTER – MOMENTS LATER

Luke walks towards the boys working in the new computer 
hut.  He sees a lot of cables going in and out of the 
booth and to the old Woolworth store that is now a 
Haunted House.  He sees Ethan, Stephen, and Robert all 
working in the hut on computers, cameras, and video 
cameras.  There are several monitors showing videos from 
around the town and being duplicated on the big movie 
screen.  

Samantha talks with Zack at the door of the Haunted House 
working on a bunch of cables.

LUKE
What’s going on?

STEPHEN
Hey, Luke.  We’re finishing up the 
Haunted House.  Nice costume, 
Captain Jack.

LUKE
Has anyone seen Lisa?

ETHAN
No, but we’ll call you if pigs 
learn to fly.  

Samantha walks to the hut unrolling the wires in her 
hands and looks up.  

SAMANTHA
Hello Luke.  You look great as 
Captain Jack!

Ethan takes the wires from Samantha and starts plugging 
them into a video splitter.  

ETHAN
You mean, sinking rat.  

Everyone laughs.

STEPHEN
I figured you would dress like a 
Jedi or something.

ETHAN
(Yoda voice)

May the Force be with you, Young 
Skywalker.
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ZACK
(Darth Vader voice)

Come with me to the Dark Side, 
Luke.  We have cookies!

LUKE
Don’t you mean Wookies?

ETHAN
Go over to the stage so we can 
test the microphones.  The little 
kids costume parade is about to 
start.

EXT. TOWN CENTER – MOMENTS LATER

Luke and Samantha walk to the center stage.  

SAMANTHA
Over here is a little kids area.  
Behind us is the old Woolworth 
store, we fixed it up as a Haunted 
House now.  Mr. Cooks found an old 
movie company that was getting rid 
of some old stuff so we got some 
really good quality monster stuff, 
props, and lights.

LUKE
Why didn’t you guys call me?

SAMANTHA
You were out sick all week from 
school, but I thought Ethan e-
mailed you.  Sorry.

LUKE
That’s OK.  Ben stopped by with a 
lot of homework to do.  But I wish 
I could have helped more.  

SAMANTHA
You can help now, we’ve been 
waiting for you.

LUKE
What are the guys doing there, 
building a headquarters?
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SAMANTHA
The Mayor and town council liked 
what Ethan did for the Nurf Gun 
Battle, so they decided to turn it 
into a control room for Halloween 
and future fund-raisers.  

(tone like Mission 
Impossible)

Your mission Luke, if you choose 
to accept, is the mobile 
cameraman!  You will walk the 
Halloween Party taking video of 
everyone.  

LUKE
OK, sounds like fun. 

SAMANTHA
We don’t want three hours of you 
following Lisa around.  Got it!

Picks up the microphone from the stage.   

SAMANTHA (CONT’D)
Test, test, test, one, two, three.  

Looks over to the control booth and sees Ethan with his 
thumb up.  

Samantha opens her backpack and pulls out a small video 
camera.  

Nathan walks up dressed like a king.  Comes up on stage 
and takes the microphone from son.  

NATHAN
Thanks, appreciate all the work 
you boys are doing.  

Takes the microphone.  

NATHAN (CONT’D)
Good afternoon and Happy Halloween 
to all you monsters, ghosts, and 
goblins of West Middleton.  We are 
getting ready to start the Monster 
parade featuring all the children 
twelve and under.  Please begin to 
line up with Miss Bo Peep.

Amy is dressed as Bo Peep standing in the middle of the 
area.
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SAMANTHA
Take the video camera.  

Hands Luke the camera.  

SAMANTHA (CONT’D)
Do you have your iTouch?   

LUKE
Of course.

Luke pulls out the iTouch.

Samantha hands him the end of a iPod cable from the video 
camera.

SAMANTHA
Plug this in to your iTouch and 
log onto the WiFi.  Ethan set up a 
West Middleton WiFi hotspot and 
will allow the camera to stream 
the video from your iTouch or 
iPhone to the computers and up on 
the big movie screen.    

Points to the big screen, where the video is being 
displayed.

LUKE
Nice.  

He starts moving the video around.  Ethan on a walkie-
talkie hooked to Samantha's belt.  

ETHAN (V.O.)
Sam, slow down.  Stop turning so 
fast with the video.

BETH, WANDA, ANNABETH, KRISTI
(Yell)

Hey Captain Jack!

Samantha laughs. 

SAMANTHA
Your sister is cute.  Have fun 
with the little ones.  

LUKE
You can’t leave me with this?
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SAMANTHA
(in a deep voice)

Luke, it is your destiny.  
(normal voice)

See you later, Captain Jack 
Sparrow.

Amy takes the microphone from Nathan.

AMY
Thanks Mayor Nathan Woodhouse.  
Happy Halloween and welcome to the 
Monster Bash!  First, we are going 
to have the monster parade around 
the town, then it should be almost 
dark and there will be about forty 
trick or treat sites sponsored by 
families or businesses.  After the 
trick or treating, we will have 
the band set up and have the 
Monster Mash with dancing for 
everyone.  The Haunted House is 
almost ready, as soon as we see 
the green lights turned on.  You 
can enter, but you might never 
come out again!  

The Halloween music plays.

Amy starts the parade around the stage.  The parents are 
taking pictures of all the kids.  Luke shoots video that 
is displayed on the big screen.   

EXT. TOWN CENTER – LATER 

The stage in front of the big screen is set up for 
dancing and the band is all dressed in various costumes.  
Kids and adults start dancing in costumes.  Erica is 
dancing with Beth, but pushes Beth to dance with her 
friends in order to walk to the edge and meet with Chief 
Logan McMaster.

ERICA
How’s is going?

LOGAN
It’s been a great time.  I thought 
there would be more problems, but 
with so many adults around, the 
kids have been less mischievous 
than I expected.
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ERICA
It’s great having everything in 
the center of town and not having 
to walk from house to house.  So 
much safer and the older kids seem 
to be having fun.

LOGAN
How is Luke doing?  

Nods towards Luke.

ERICA
He is having fun taking a lot of 
the videos.  He likes Lisa, over 
there.  

Nods towards Lisa, dressed in a Greek goddess costume.  

LOGAN
But she doesn’t know he’s alive?

ERICA
Nope.  He should ask her to dance, 
but he is too shy.  Maybe the 
video camera might help start a 
conversation.

LOGAN
Don’t worry, he will be braver 
when he finds the right one.

Robert and Samantha walk up.  He is dressed as a 
gondolier.  She is dressed like a motorcycle rider with 
jeans, white shirt and leather jacket.

ROBERT
Bouna Sera.

LOGAN
Hey Robert, where’s the gondola?

Samantha starts laughing.

SAMANTHA
It sunk.  See you later, Dad.  

Walks away towards the control booth.

ROBERT
Sorry, I’m late.  

Everyone seems waiting for him to continue.  
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ROBERT (CONT’D)
I wanted to try doing gondola 
rides, you know like my great 
grandfather used to do.

ERICA
Where would you do gondola rides?

ROBERT
My grandfather was a gondolier in 
Venice a hundred years ago, so I 
tried it.  Was practicing in the 
pond, with the canoe.

LOGAN
A canoe?

ROBERT
It doesn’t seem to have the same 
balance as a gondola.  

Everyone laughs  

ROBERT (CONT’D)
I’ll see you guys later; have to 
go check out the Haunted House.

Logan and Erica watch Robert walk away.

LOGAN
Bye, see you later.

The band begins a new song that is relatively slow.

ERICA
So tell me?  Can policemen dance 
while on duty?

LOGAN
There’s always a first time.  

Smiles and offers her a hand and they go out to the dance 
floor.

ERICA
Talking about shy, Samantha seems 
like a real tomboy.

LOGAN
Those two are very close and 
devoted to each other.  
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Angela, his wife died when she was 
about a year old.  Hit by a drunk 
driver.  One of my first traffic 
accidents.

ERICA
That explains a couple of things.

LOGAN
She is a straight-A student.  
Every penny he earns goes to her 
college fund.

ERICA
What a wonderful father.  But she 
needs a little help to get over 
her tom boyishness.  A father 
can’t teach his daughter 
everything.

Girls scream from the Haunted House and look up to see 
lights flashing in different rooms and laughter as well 
as screams.

Bernard walks up to Logan.

BERNARD
Chief, I want these kids arrested 
for harassment.

LOGAN
What kids?

BERNARD 
These ones.

Pulls out a photo of Richard in a vampire costume.

LOGAN
Isn’t that your son in the vampire 
costume?

BERNARD
Yes of course it is!  I mean the 
five kids behind him.

Points to five kids dressed in BW Land Development 
Corporation T-shirts and wearing pictures of Bernard’s 
face as masks.

Erica has a hard time holding back a laugh.  
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LOGAN
You mean the ones dressed like 
you?

BERNARD
I want them arrested!

LOGAN
No thanks.  No one breaking the 
law in that photo.  

Bernard stomps away.

ERICA
How, did you keep a straight face?

LOGAN
Mayor and I were practising since 
this morning.  Watch the big 
screen.

Erica looks up at the big screen with the same photo and 
the caption, “Six Vampires attack Middleton!  We want to 
suck your blood!”.

EXT. TOWN CENTER – LATER THE SAME EVENING

Matthew, Richard, Lisa, Missy, and Ashley walk up to the 
haunted house.  Matthew is holding Lisa’s hand.  

LISA
Matthew, I told you I don’t want 
to go in the haunted house.

MATTHEW
What else is there to do?

LISA
We can go dancing.

RICHARD
Don’t be a chicken, Lisa.

LISA
I’m not afraid.   

MISSY
Come on, Lisa, come with us.   

ASHLEY
We can let the boys go in first 
and we’ll follow them.
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MATTHEW
What’s wrong with you? 

LISA
I just don’t want to go with you.  
This is a fun place but you are 
putting everything down and you 
are boring.

MISSY
That’s cold.  

MATTHEW
Stay out here if you want.  Your 
little brother can come, he’s not 
afraid of the dark.

RICHARD
Lisa, this is the team captain.  
What’s your problem?

They all enter the haunted house.  

Lisa turns and walks back to the dance floor.

INT. HAUNTED HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER

The room has spooky music, strobe lights and big spiders 
move up and down from the ceiling.  There is the noise of 
breathing in the room.  A girl’s SCREAM in a room nearby. 

Matthew and Richard laugh at the toy spiders.

MATTHEW
We got the same spiders from the 
party store.

RICHARD
This is a joke.  I can’t believe I 
paid five bucks to come in here.  
I want my money back.

Missy and Ashley enter the room.

MISSY
(screams)

A spider!

Reaches to hug Matthew.
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MATTHEW
Knock it off, you’re hurting my 
ears.  It’s only a stupid plastic 
spider.

INT. CONTROL ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Stephen, Luke, and Ethan are working in the control room.  
Stephen is watching video of Matthew and Richard.  Luke 
is monitoring a computer with a map of the city and 
Haunted House.  Ethan is watching all the video feeds, 
web site, and big screen.

STEPHEN
Check these guys out.  

Points to the screen.

ETHAN
What?  Isn’t that Matthew and his 
boys?

STEPHEN
Yeah, it looks like it.  They 
don’t think our Haunted House is 
very scary.

LUKE
What section are they in?

STEPHEN
The spider room near the 
escalators.

ETHAN
Here Nick, let me drive a moment.

Uses Luke’s computer with the map of the building to 
change a couple of doors.   

ETHAN (CONT’D)
We’ll change the doors and send 
them into the “extreme section”.  
Maybe they will enjoy our Haunted 
House?

There is a growling noise from the Haunted House and the 
sounds of boys screaming loudly.  Everyone in the control 
room laughs and gives each other fist bumps.
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INT. GROCERY STORE – AFTERNOON

The Kroger MANAGER (40) and Timothy (wearing his Kroger 
uniform) are at the front of the store with Nathan, 
Logan, Erica, Robert, Beverly, and Luke (with video 
camera).  

Brenda and Lisa are standing with a group of Girl Scouts 
including Alexa, Beth, and Kristi.  

There are five shopping carts in a line facing into the 
store.  Standing behind each cart, is the winner of the 
grocery raffle.  The winners are: Samantha, JACKIE (31, 
heavy set, wife of Gerry Hernandez), WINNER 1 (39), 
WINNER 2 (47), and WINNER 3 (38). 

Felicia uses a microphone so the entire store can listen.  

MANAGER
Good afternoon Mayor, Kroger 
customers, and guests.  We have a 
very special event in the store 
this afternoon.  As part of the 
town fund-raising events, these 
six young ladies have organized 
this event and have included the 
local Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts 
to sell raffle tickets for a two 
minute grocery shopping spree.  
Collectively, they sold. 

Holds microphone to Brenda.

BRENDA 
We sold a little over five 
thousand tickets.

LISA
At five dollars each, we raised 
over twenty-five thousand dollars 
for the new school.  

Everyone in the store clapping and cheering.    

MANAGER
Kroger’s is please to announce 
that the corporation will match 
this amount with a donation.  

Everyone is surprised and claps.   

BRENDA
There were five lucky winners.  
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Brenda points to the five people, everyone claps.

LISA
So, here are the rules.  You each 
get one shopping cart.  You get 
two minutes to put as much food 
into the cart that you can.  At 
the end of the time, you stop what 
you are doing and bring the cart 
to the check out.  Got it?  

The winners nod their heads.  

TIMOTHY
Shoppers throughout the store, 
please stay out of the way so no 
one crashes the carts.  

Timothy holds up a stop watch. 

TIMOTHY
On your mark, get set, GO!

The five winners race off with their carts while everyone 
is cheering and yelling throughout the store.  For two 
minutes they run around the store picking various items 
off the shelves.

TIMOTHY (V.O.)
Nine, eight, 

EVERYONE IN THE STORE
Seven, six, five, four, three, 
two, one. 

TIMOTHY (V.O.)
Stop!

The store seems to settle back to normal quickly.  The 
winners make push their carts to the cash registers.  
Five registers ring up the groceries and baggers who 
start putting them in bags.  All of the winners are out 
of breath, except Samantha, who is in very good shape.  
Everyone is smiling and happy about the event.  

JACKIE
I went straight for the meats.  
Got a lot of steaks, fish, and 
meat.  Then I hit the wine section 
and grabbed about twenty bottles.
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GERRY
You did awesome.  Haven’t seen you 
run that fast in years.

JACKIE
(whispers)

Check out that girl over there.  

Nods towards Samantha.  

GERRY
She blew her chance.

JACKIE
And her father seems happy about 
it?  What a waste.

Samantha glances over to Gerry and Jackie and realizing 
they are talking about her.  She smiles and nods to them.  
Samantha hands Robert a medium sized turkey and a small 
grocery bag.  

Samantha pushes the cart which is filled with cans over 
to a large box.  The box has a large sign on it, ‘FOOD 
DRIVE’.  

Gerry and Jackie watch as Samantha starts transferring 
all the canned food into the big box.  

Nathan walks up to Robert.

NATHAN
Robert, looks like you have a nice 
thanksgiving dinner there.

ROBERT
Sure do.  Plus, the best daughter 
a man could hope for.  

Nods to Samantha who smiles back.

INT. MALL - EVENING

There is a stage set up in the middle of the Four Corner 
Mall, with a runway and chairs all around.  Directly 
behind the stage area is the Lui e Lei Fashion and Salon 
with a corridor setup for the girls to change in the 
store.  Behind the seating area is a section with 
standing tables along with four drink and food service 
tables and men dressed in tuxedos.  

75.

CONTINUED: (2)

(CONTINUED)



The curtains are closed blocking the view of the stage to 
what looks like two hundred or more people sitting and 
standing waiting for the show.  

Julian walks through the curtains dressed in a very 
expensive tuxedo and carrying a microphone.

JULIAN
Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to 
the West Middleton Fashion show.  

Clapping.

JULIAN (CONT’D)
The wonderful girls of West 
Middleton have worked hard to put 
together a fantastic show tonight.  
Thank you for our wonderful 
sponsors who donated clothing, 
time, and money for this wonderful 
cause:  North Face, Fit two Run, 
Ann Taylor, Victoria Secret, Liz 
Claiborne, Sax fifth Avenue, 
Pittarello Shoes, and the Lui e 
Lei Fashion and Salon.  

Clapping

JULIAN (CONT’D)
Tonight’s fashion show starts with 
a Winter fashion, then Winter 
sports, and finally to the evening 
gowns for all you party animals.  
There are order forms on each clip 
board and you can place your 
purchases at the end of the event 
with our sales team.  Fifty 
percent of all purchases are 
donated to the ‘New School Fund-
raisers'.  

Cheering.  

JULIAN
After the show, Lui e Lei Fashion 
and Salon is sponsoring a Happy 
Hour Wine and Cheese event, right 
behind you.

Pause to build excitement.  
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JULIAN
(very excited)

Ladies of West Middleton, are you 
ready?

WOMEN (O.S.)
(Scream from behind 
the curtain.)

Yes!

JULIAN
Let’s start the show.  

Julian runs off the stage and points to the Ethan, 
Stephen, Ben, and Luke who start working the various 
lights and videos.

The lights flash and change colors.  Pop music starts 
going and the stage curtains open up to let the first 
girl, Lisa, walk out on the runway.  Everyone cheers as 
the girls start taking turns coming out and walking down 
the runway.  All the girls, women, young girls and even 
Betty take turns modeling the different clothes. 

Samantha doesn’t look very happy, but models winter 
sports and skiing clothes.  Beth wears her Cinderella 
dress.  The fashion show ends with Julian wearing a very 
feminine suit with big hat walking down the runway in 
front of all the girls wearing evening gowns. 

The boys are taking pictures and video of the event.  
Luke and the boys clearly watch Lisa modeling.   

At the end, everyone claps and cheers when Erica and Lisa 
bring out a huge bouquet of flowers for Julian.

INT. MALL - EVENING

Everyone is standing around talking, drinking wine and 
sodas.  All the girls are still in their evening gowns 
and enjoying getting their pictures taken by the 
different parents and boys.  

Julian notices Luke trying to talk with Lisa, but she is 
busy talking with Missy and Ashley.  Julian also notices 
Samantha watching Luke from a distance.  

Bernard walks in, dressed in a very expensive suit and 
walks up to Lisa.

BERNARD
Lisa, let’s go.

77.

CONTINUED: (2)

(CONTINUED)



LISA
Go where?

BERNARD
We’re heading home.  

LISA
We’re in the middle of the fashion 
show.

BERNARD
The show is over.  Remember, you 
are grounded.

LISA
Grounded by who, number four?

BERNARD
That’s not the way to refer to 
your future mother.

Julian walks over.

JULIAN
This is nice suit where did you 
buy this, Paris?  

BERNARD
I purchased this is London.  Stop 
touching the suit.  Lisa, there 
are very strange people out at 
this time of night and I want you 
to come home now.

JULIAN
Did you say, strange people?

Looks around

JULIAN (CONT’D)
Where are they?  I call the police 
chief over and you can point them 
out.

BERNARD
Stop it!  It’s a hypothetical 
comment.

Logan walks up.

LOGAN
Hey Bernard, what’s up?
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BERNARD
I am here to pick up my daughter, 
Lisa.

LOGAN
I can understand if you are 
worried about her safety.  She is 
doing a wonderful job tonight.  If 
you don’t mind her staying a 
little longer, I will personally 
drive her home.  Fair enough?

BERNARD
Thirty minutes.

Bernard turns and walks out.

LISA
Thank you, Chief.

Julian takes the microphone from the computer table.

JULIAN
Hello, hello.  Can I have 
everyone’s attention please?  

Everyone quiets down.    

JULIAN (CONT’D)
Several weeks ago in the bank, Ms. 
Erica had this brilliant idea to 
have a fashion show.  

Everyone claps.     

JULIAN (CONT’D)
It was so fantastic, I just had to 
volunteer.  The beautiful girls of 
West Middleton did an awesome job!  

Everyone cheers and claps.    

JULIAN (CONT’D)
They worked hard decorating, 
seeking sponsors, and rehearsing 
for the show and raised over one 
hundred thousand dollars!  A 
special thanks to the boys who set 
up the music, lights, and all the 
pictures and video on the web 
site.   

Everyone cheers and claps.    
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JULIAN (CONT’D)
Ladies, a man capable of building 
and fixing anything is hard to 
find!  So, tonight we are going to 
have a bonus event.  I propose an 
auction.  The winner will have 
Mister Handyman, Robert, fix 
something in their house.  Will 
you do this, Mr. Robert?  

Everyone clapping and chanting until Robert nods his 
head.    

JULIAN (CONT’D)
Awesome, I will start the bidding 
at one hundred dollars.

Different ladies shout the bids higher and higher while 
Samantha pushes him forward.

JULIAN (CONT’D)
Three thousand, seven hundred 
going once, going twice.  Sold to 
Mrs. Betty.  

She smiles at Robert and everyone cheers again.

INT. TARGET – LATE AFTERNOON

Lauren, Alexa and Aaron enter the Target store to shop 
for Christmas.

LAUREN
Aaron, go look at the computers 
and find a good one for your Mom.  
Remember, she only wants to spend 
about eight hundred dollars.  We 
are going to check out some 
clothes and then over to the 
grocery section.  We need to pick 
up some things for Thanksgiving 
dinner.

AARON
You should let me build one for 
her, it will be a lot cheaper.
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LAUREN
I am sure she would appreciate 
your efforts, but your mom wants 
something simple, with a video 
camera and speakers so we can talk 
with her, not something that will 
constantly need to be fixed like 
your computer that you play all 
your games on.  Target has a 
military discount of 10% this 
weekend and we should be able to 
find her a nice computer at a 
reasonable price.

AARON
OK.  

Walks away towards the electronic section.

ALEXA
Can we really get to see Mommy on 
the computer?  Just like we see 
Grandma?

LAUREN
Yes, she sent me an e-mail and 
explained that the base she is on 
has a new internet service and she 
can use Skype.

ALEXA
We have to find her a nice sweater 
that she can use for Christmas to 
stay nice and warm.

LAUREN
I think she has a uniform, but a 
warm sweater is a great idea to 
help her think about being home.  
Maybe some nice warm socks to keep 
her feet warm, too?

Target is very full of people all shopping.  Lauren is 
pushing the cart full of clothes and a big laptop 
computer in a box.  There are items of food and a 
beautiful red and green Christmas style sweater on top of 
the computer box.  They are walking past the Christmas 
section, with some of the workers setting up Christmas 
items.

ALEXA
Aunt Lauren these lights are so 
beautiful 
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Looking at a reindeer and Santa lawn ornament with lights 
and waving one hand. 

ALEXA
Can we get one, please?

LAUREN
Honey, we have spent so much here, 
I don’t think so.

Alexa starts to cry a little with disappointment.

AARON
Aunt Lauren, I will pay for the 
headphones for mom, so that saves 
forty-nine, ninety-nine.

ALEXA
Auntie, we need some nice lights 
outside.  Mommy always put up some 
lights and we made cookies and hot 
chocolate.  Then gave some to 
everyone who stopped to look.

LAUREN
Alexa, your lights are at home and 
I don’t make a lot of money.  If 
we get these lights, we may only 
be able to afford a very small 
tree.  

Holds her hands about a foot apart.  Alexa gives her a 
big hug and smile.

ALEXA
Christmas is bringing happiness to 
other people.  A small tree is 
fine for me.  

Aaron puts the lights in a second shopping cart.  

Lauren shakes her head.  

LAUREN
I guess we better go get some 
cookies and hot chocolate.

INT. MAYOR’S OFFICE - AFTERNOON

Nathan is in his office with Beverly, Logan, Erica, Zack, 
Lawyer, Domenico, and John seated.  Gerry is standing.  
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NATHAN
I’d like to introduce, Gerry 
Hernandez, the representative from 
BW Land Development Corporation.  
He has an interesting proposal to 
discuss.

GERRY
Thanks Mayor Woodhouse.  Yes, our 
company has been.

BEVERLY
A pain in the ass.

GERRY
Yes, I can understand your point.  
As I was saying; in the interests 
of the children, we have a 
proposal to make.  

ERICA
We are all ears.

GERRY
BW Land Development Corporation is 
prepared to pay for new school 
buses for your children.  One for 
each grade.  

ZACK
What kind of offer is that?

GERRY
It’s a very generous, one time 
offer.  Three new school buses at 
one hundred thousand dollars each.

Shows a picture of three very nice, new school buses.

ERICA
We have raised enough money to do 
that ourselves.

JOHN
Take it while you can.    

LOGAN
Why are they making the offer now?

LAWYER
Because they want us to drop the 
lawsuit the town just submitted. 
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GERRY
Yes, and they will drop their 
lawsuit for destruction and 
defamation of the signs around 
town.

NATHAN
New buses.  Not a bad deal, better 
than having our kids ride in some 
old, broken junk the county is 
offering.

ERICA
I don’t have a vote, but I would 
never agree to this.

JOHN
I have a vote and I vote, yes.  

LOGAN
New buses, that’s not a bad offer. 

Erica steps on his foot.

ZACK
I vote no.

NATHAN
This offer won’t happen again.

BEVERLY
Just coming here with an offer 
makes the company look good.  I’m 
with Erica, we can do it. 

DOMENICO
Have faith.

JOHN
Have faith in what?  You guys have 
spent months raising a couple of 
dollars, take what we can.

LOGAN
I’m kind of leaning to John on 
this one.

ERICA
Logan, we can do this.  You better 
vote, No!
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NATHAN
Gerry.  Thanks for coming over, 
but.

GERRY
Don’t you guys have to take a 
vote?

NATHAN
Not really?  John will vote for 
the plan.  Logan here, is risking 
a good Thanksgiving dinner 
tomorrow.  So, why vote?

INT. ROBERT AND SAMANTHA’S HOUSE - EVENING

There is a four car garage that is connected to the main 
house.  Inside the garage are two main work areas, one 
for cars and one for wood working.  The car section has 
an old Corvette and a pickup truck in stages of being 
repainted and rebuilt.  The wood working section has a 
variety of desks, chairs, and tables that are being built 
or refinished. 

A FOOTBALL GAME is playing on the radio.

Samantha is finishing a rocking chair, staining it dark 
walnut color.   

SAMANTHA
Hey Dad.

Robert his head from painting a stipe on the side of the 
pickup truck. 

ROBERT
Yeah?

SAMANTHA
I’m done with the chair.  You were 
right about the color, it looks 
great.

ROBERT
The truck will take another ten to 
twenty minutes or so.

Samantha closes and puts away the can of stain and puts 
the brush with others.  She walks over to Robert.
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SAMANTHA
I’m heading up to bed.  Want to 
read a little.

ROBERT
Alright, I’ll be up soon as the 
game is over.  

SAMANTHA
Dad.

Bends down and hugs Robert and kisses him on the head.

SAMANTHA (CONT’D)
Happy Thanksgiving.  

ROBERT
Happy Thanksgiving, Sam.  Love 
you.

SAMANTHA
Love you, too.  Good night.

ROBERT
Good night.

Samantha walks towards the radio and turns it up a little 
more.  Then she walks to the door and opens it up which 
leads into a clean house.  She walks past a clean kitchen 
and to the stairs.  She walks up the stairs and to her 
door.

Samantha opens the door to her room.  Her room is very 
clean, the desk is neat.  She pulls down a leather bound 
book and sits in a large, comfortable rocking chair and 
puts her feet on a foot rest.  

The leather bound book is a photo album of family 
pictures.  She quickly looks through the pages because 
she knows every photo and picture in the book.  She 
quickly finds pictures of her mother and her together, 
two of the photos are at large Thanksgiving dinners.  Her 
mother is wearing dresses in many of the photos, and 
Samantha as a baby is wearing many different dresses.  
She closes the book, but keeps it on her chest as she 
picks up the Harry Potter and finds the page mark and 
starts to read.
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EXT. TOWN CENTER - EVENING

Logan and Erica are walking through town holding hands.  
Everything is very quiet and dark except for the big 
screen which is showing some of the funny pictures of the 
various fund raisers.  They stop and watch the screen.

ERICA
I have lived in many places, but 
after the past three months, I 
don’t ever want to move.  The 
people of this town really care 
about each other and we have had a 
great time trying to raise money 
for our children.

LOGAN
I’ve lived here my whole life and 
this is the most fun we have had 
since the factory closed many 
years ago.

ERICA
I like the downtown area as a 
pedestrian zone and the big movie 
screen was a great idea.  We keep 
the web site running at the bank 
and laugh all day long.  This, 
Blooper, sequence makes everyone 
laugh, almost peeing in their 
pants.

They watch as the screen starts a count down.

Vote for the Top Funniest Fund-raising Moments, text 
SMS: 555 - ____.

555-1313 “The Frozen Turkey Rocket”: a man at the 
cookout puts a frozen turkey in a deep fryer grill which 
explodes and shoots the turkey in the air, little kids 
watching laugh and clap

555-1011 “The Sumo Smash”: four men dressed in the big 
toy Sumo wrestler costumes run at each other and crash

555-9999 “Where’s Grandma”: Betty, Katherine, Grandma 
1, Grandma 2, and Grandma 3 playing poker at the table 
then holding wads of $100 bills.  Picture of Logan enters 
from the side of the image.  His mouth moves like ‘Jib 
Jab’ and a bubble is added with the phrase, “Grandma!”

Logan laughs and shakes his head, erica laughs.
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555-8888 “Painting Grumpy’s House” Boys with hoods 
over their heads and paint ball guns fire pink paint 
balls at John’s signs in front of his house.

555-7777 “O Solo Mio” Robert dressed like a Gondolier 
standing in a canoe and singing in the pond and falls in 
the water while people watch and laugh.

555-6666 “Peeing Puppies” little girls selling puppies 
and one of the puppies is peeing on the shoe of a man.

555-5555 “Danger, Danger, Danger” Julian walks on the 
fashion show runway, dressed like a girl and falls off 
the stage.

555-4444 “Get’em Boys” Lots of little kids with Nurf 
guns attack Logan.

555-2222 “Bad Hair Day” Ashley and Missy in the 
Haunted House walk through room with a lot of steam.  As 
they exit a large mirror shows their reflection.  Their 
makeup is running and beautiful hair frizzled.  They 
scream!

Screen flashes the amount of money raised: $397, 000.

LOGAN MCMASTER
Looks like we won’t make it, eight 
hundred thousand is a lot of money 
and only one month left.

ERICA
We had a lot of fun.  Do you get 
to drive that truck around?  

LOGAN
No, the mayor won’t pay the gas.

They start walking down the street.   

ERICA
Lots of spirit in the town.  

Looks around town.  

ERICA (CONT’D)
Look how much money we did raise.

LOGAN
I know, what’s the plan if we 
don’t make enough money?
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ERICA
The Mayor and I talked about it 
and he wants to create a college 
scholarship fund.  

They walk by John's house.  

ERICA (CONT’D)
What’s the deal with the grumpy 
guy?

LOGAN
Back in two thousand and two, his 
son joined the Army after college 
instead of entering law school.  
Old John Toole didn’t want his son 
fighting in any war.  They had a 
big fight and we haven’t seen 
Brandon since.

ERICA
That’s sad.  

Looks down the street at Lauren's house.    

ERICA (CONT’D)
Looks like someone is in the 
Christmas spirit.  

EXT. LAUREN’S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER

Lauren, Aaron and Alexa are setting up the Christmas 
lights in the front yard.    

Logan and Erica walk up.

ERICA
Happy Thanksgiving, the lights 
look great.

LAUREN
Good evening, Happy Thanksgiving.  
Out for an after dinner walk?

ALEXA
Hello.  Would you like some 
cookies and hot chocolate?

LOGAN
Sure, I would like to try one 
cookie please and a small hot 
chocolate.  
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Lauren and Erica go into house.

A car pulls up and stops in front of the house and a 
WOMAN (25) rolls down her window.

WOMAN
Hello, where did you get your 
pretty lights?

ALEXA
Happy Thanksgiving, would you like 
some cookies and hot chocolate?

Turns and says something to the DRIVER (26).   

WOMAN
Sure sweetie, we would love some.  
Can you ask your mom where she 
bought the lights?

Lauren and Erica are walking out of the house and towards 
the car with trays of cookies and mugs.

ALEXA
That’s my Aunt Lauren, my mom is 
in the Army in Afghanistan.  We 
bought the lights at Target.

WOMAN
Afghanistan?  I am so proud of you 
and your mom.  

She gets out of the car and shakes Lauren's hand.  Erica 
starts passing around the mugs of hot chocolate.  The man 
also gets out and shakes Alexa and Lauren's hands.

LAUREN
(very surprised)

Thank you. I don’t know what to 
say?

DRIVER
What’s the big movie screen in 
town and the funny videos all 
about?

LOGAN
We are trying to raise money for a 
new school.
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ALEXA
If we don’t raise enough money for 
a new school, we have to go to a 
school in Far, Far Away Land like 
Shrek and Fiona.

ERICA
The kids from this town will have 
to take a bus ride for about one 
and a half hours to Blumentown.  
It’s a big change because now, 
most of them walk and ride bikes 
to the school.

LOGAN
The street to the school is part 
of a new golf course development 
and the kids won’t be able to 
cross it.

WOMAN
How terrible.  

She holds up one finger to Alexa. 

WOMAN (CONT’D)
Wait a minute.  

She reaches back inside the car for her purse, and 
reaches into her wallet and pulls out about $200 and 
looks at the man, who nods.  She kneels down to be at eye 
level with Alexa.    

WOMAN (CONT’D)
I am so very proud to be able to 
help you and would like to pay you 
for the wonderful cookies and hot 
chocolate.  Here is our payment 
for the treats and a donation for 
your new school.

ALEXA
(very surprised)

Really?!   But the cookies are 
free.

WOMAN
The cookies are the best we have 
ever tasted.  

She gives Alexa a hug.
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INT. MAYOR NATHAN WOODHOUSE’S HOME - EVENING

Nathan is watching TV.  His WIFE (50) is baking in the 
kitchen.

The phone is RINGS. 

Nathan answers it.  

NATHAN
Hello... What’s wrong Chief?... 
Slow down.... OK, OK, come on 
over.

WIFE
Who was that?

NATHAN
Logan is coming over to discuss 
something about an idea to raise 
more money.

Knocking at the door.

NATHAN
Must have been at the street 
corner using a cell phone.  

Opens the door.  

NATHAN (CONT’D)
Happy Thanksgiving, come on in.

WIFE
Happy Thanksgiving, get in here 
out of the cold.

Erica enters followed by Logan and they take their coats 
off.

ERICA
Happy Thanksgiving.  I hope this 
wasn’t too late?

WIFE
No, not at all.  We just finished 
talking with my son.  He’s at his 
girlfriend’s parents this year. 

LOGAN 
Thanks for letting us come over.

Logan hangs the coats up on a hallway hook.
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NATHAN
Come on in and have a seat.  

Logan and Erica have a seat in the living room.

WIFE
Would you like something to eat or 
drink?

ERICA
No, no thank you, we just had some 
cookies and hot chocolate.

LOGAN
That’s what we wanted to talk with 
you about.

NATHAN
If they were that good, did you 
bring some for us?

LOGAN
We have an idea to raise money, 
but it will need everyone in town 
and we need to spend some of the 
money.

NATHAN
Slow down.

ERICA
We just received a generous 
donation from some very nice 
people over at Lauren’s house.  
They saw some nice Christmas 
lights and had some cookies and 
hot chocolate.

NATHAN
That’s real nice of them.

ERICA
We figure that if there are more 
lights, then people will want to 
visit the town and donate money 
and buy things from our stores.

NATHAN
But, we decorate the town with 
lights every year.  Zack is 
supposed to start putting them up 
tomorrow.  
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If he didn’t sell them on Ebay.

LOGAN
Mayor, we plan to have a few more 
than wreaths on the street lights.   
Kind of like those houses that get 
all decorated with thousands of 
lights, but only bigger.

WIFE
Sounds like a lot of fun to me.

NATHAN
How much money do we need?  And, 
how much will it cost us?

ERICA
We have about four hundred 
thousand dollars and need about 
eight hundred thousand more.  It 
will cost about ten to twenty 
thousand depending on how things 
go.

PAM
Will there be ice skating like we 
used to have every year?

LOGAN
Sounds like a great idea.  We were 
also thinking of grilling 
bratwursts and serving drinks and 
stuff.  It will take this weekend 
to set up and then we have four 
weekends to Christmas.

NATHAN
Let’s get the council together and 
spread the word to get this 
organized.  Erica, plan to go 
shopping tomorrow.

INT. TARGET - AFTERNOON

Erica, Amy, Lisa, Kristi, and Beth in purchasing 
Christmas lights, extension cords, rope, tape, Christmas 
tree ornaments, yard ornaments....
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INT. BEST BUY - AFTERNOON

Erica, Amy, Lisa, Kristi, and Beth in purchasing 
Christmas music CDs.

INT. HOME DEPOT - AFTERNOON

Erica, Amy, Lisa, Kristi, and Beth in purchasing 
Christmas lights, extension cords, rope, tape, Christmas 
tree ornaments, yard ornaments, generators, portable 
heaters, grills....

INT. KROGERS - AFTERNOON

Erica, Amy, Lisa, Kristi, and Beth in purchasing cases of 
coke, Pepsi, water, hamburgers, Bratwursts, hotdogs, 
buns, candy canes, snacks, etc....  

EXT. TOWN CENTER - AFTERNOON

Nathan, Logan, Chris, Robert, Luke, Timothy, and Stephen 
are setting up Christmas trees and building ten wooden 
sheds.  Beverly, Brenda, Samantha and Julian are painting 
decorating the trees and sheds: Hot Chocolate, Santa’s 
Cookies, Christmas Trees, Santa’s Grill, Ice Skating, 
Santa’s Coffee Cafe.  They set up a Santa area with a 
large chair and trees.  Robert uses a hose to spray water 
onto the ice rink.   

Zack is stringing lights across the street.  Ethan is 
working with Ethan to wire all the lights to the Control 
Center.  They set up speakers throughout the town center 
and the various sheds.  All the lights and music are 
computer controlled.  

EXT. TOWN CENTER - AFTERNOON

Lauren, Alexa and Aaron walk through town watching the 
people in each hut.  The ice skating rink has wooden 
walls and Zack is spraying water on about an inch of ice.  
The sign says, ‘Open soon’.

ALEXA
The town is beautiful.

Logan walks up.

LOGAN
Do you like it?
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LAUREN
Friday and Saturday we went to my 
mother’s house.  What a surprise 
when we returned today.

LOGAN
Just think, young lady,  you 
started all this.

ALEXA
I did?

LOGAN
Miss Townes and I, spoke with the 
Mayor the other night.  About your 
cookies and the wonderful donation 
that nice lady made.  We figured 
that if you can do it, the town 
can do it.

ALEXA
Wow!  I can’t wait to tell mom!

LAUREN
We can show her when she gets the 
new computer soon.

LOGAN
We should be ready to start next 
weekend.

ALEXA
Will Santa be here?

LOGAN
Of course.

Nathan, Erica, Robert, Zack, Beverly, and Lawyer walk up.  
Everyone says hello and the children go running off to 
look around.

NATHAN
The town looks nice and festive 
like this.

ROBERT
Mayor, we have about ten huts, but 
there is plenty of room for more 
if you want.
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BEVERLY
We found about four additional 
corporate sponsors who will have 
their employees work shifts here 
at some of the businesses.  Chris 
from Home Depot will sponsor the 
Christmas Tree stand.  Kroger’s
will sponsor a booth with fresh 
baked breads and food items like a 
market.

NATHAN
Are we allowed to sell beer?

LOGAN
I asked James about that.

LAWYER
I did some research about the 
legal issues regarding the sale of 
alcohol for this event.  We can 
sell beer and wine if we establish 
this area as a controlled zone 
with limited access.  We also need 
to have everyone selling the 
beverage ask for ID cards.

LOGAN 
If the town council votes to 
approve this measure, we can rope 
off a small area for drinks.

NATHAN
Small area?  No, no.  We have a 
majority here. 

Looks around at the group. 

NATHAN (CONT’D)
I propose making the entire town 
center a controlled, pedestrian 
zone.  Logan, organize some 
volunteers to patrol and make sure 
people don’t wander outside of 
town center with open containers.  

LOGAN
The Middleton Christmas 
celebration can be open on Friday 
nights from five to ten, Saturday 
twelve to ten and Sunday twelve to 
five?  
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Everyone nods in agreement.

ERICA
Sounds good to me, as long as it 
is legal.

ZACK
Guess we better put in a few more 
Port-A-Lets. 

Points to three Port-A-Lets.  

BEVERLY
If my husband is any yardstick to 
go by, figure about ten more for 
the men and double that for the 
women.    

ERICA
You guys did a good job putting up 
the ten huts and organized 
decorating the two trees and 
lights and the Christmas music.  I 
don’t mean to criticize, but.  

Everyone turns to look at her.  She seems unsure if she 
should continue. 

LOGAN
What is it?

Erica looks around while she makes a decision to speak.

ERICA
What are people supposed to do?  

Waits for an answer for a moment, but then continues. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
I mean, the kids see Santa, eat a 
hotdog, drink a hot chocolate, buy 
a Christmas tree.  And now get 
drunk on beer.  

There needs to be something else 
for people to do and have fun, 
like shopping for winter clothes 
or ornaments or ….

BEVERLY 
Flowers, or candles.
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ROBERT
Sledding down that hill over 
there, like we used to do fifty 
years ago.

ZACK
The ice is coming along, if it 
keeps this cold, we should be able 
to skate by next weekend.

ERICA
We can organize caroling for the 
town one night.

ZACK
When I was in the Army and 
stationed in Germany, we used to 
go visit the Christmas markets.  
They had bratwursts, chestnuts, 
hot wine, tons of Christmas 
ornaments, winter clothes, 
probably fifty to sixty huts like 
you see here.  

ERICA 
Might as well go all the way and 
have a Christmas dance or Apres-
ski party.  The Monster Ball was a 
fun dance.

LOGAN
Wait.  

I don’t know how we are going to 
handle all this?

NATHAN
Logan, have faith, it will come 
together.  

Erica, how much do we need to 
make?

ERICA
About seven hundred and fifty 
thousand.  

NATHAN
Seems to me, that we have to go 
for it; all or nothing.  

Everyone nods in agreement.  
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NATHAN (CONT’D)
Let’s go lay out the plan for 
expansion on the big map of the 
town in my office.

EXT. TOWN CENTER – LATE AFTERNOON

The town Christmas festival has grown in size to over 
twenty huts including: chocolate, candles, flowers, toys, 
decorations, wood crafts, art, and knitted goods.  There 
are more Christmas lights and several new Christmas trees 
put up with decorations and lights. 

Julian is running a Gluwein (hot wine), wine, and cheese 
shop.   

The day is cold and cloudy like it will snow.  

Logan walks through the various shopping huts saying 
waving to everyone.

EXT. MIDDLETON CATHOLIC CHURCH - MOMENTS LATER

Outside the church is a live Nativity scene.  There is a 
small wooden structure for Mary, Joseph and the three 
Wise Men.  Next to them is a fenced in pen for the 
various animals.   

Father Domenico Zagoria and Robert are inside with the 
animals next to a cow with large horns strapped to his 
head.  

Logan approaches. 

LOGAN
Afternoon Father Domenico, Robert.  

Looks at a cow. 

LOGAN (CONT’D)
What is that supposed to be?

ROBERT
It’s a reindeer.

LOGAN
Reindeer?  It’s a cow with antlers 
stuck on it’s head.
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ROBERT
We don’t have a live reindeer, so 
we fixed one up.

DOMENICO
I’ve been trying to explain to 
Robert, that there were no 
reindeer in Bethlehem, but the cow 
is welcome to remain here.

LOGAN
Robert, nice try, but it makes an 
ugly reindeer.  Please take the 
horns off the poor thing.  Sounds 
like Father Domenico is happy if 
you leave the cow for the exhibit?  

Domenico nods. 

LOGAN (CONT’D)
And you can set up some of those 
reindeer lawn ornaments from 
Target and Home Depot to decorate 
Santa’s area.

ROBERT
Alright.

DOMENICO
Thanks, Chief.

EXT. TOWN CENTER SANTA CHAIR – MOMENTS LATER

The Santa exhibit is crowded with children.  Brenda and 
Lisa are dressed like Santa’s elves helping kids up onto 
Santa’s lap and taking pictures.  The area is well lit 
and warm from two outdoor heaters.  The pictures of the 
kids are being quickly displayed on the big movie screen.  

There is Christmas music around the Santa area and lots 
of people eating and drinking and having a nice time.  
Erica walks up with Beth, Kristi, and Alexa.

ERICA
Hi, Chief.

LOGAN
Hello.
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ERICA
The kids here, have a couple of 
ideas that they asked me to talk 
with you about.  

(whispers and winks)
Tell them they are good ideas and 
you will talk with the Mayor.

ERICA
OK, we found the Police Chief.  
Tell him your ideas and he will 
talk with the Mayor.

ALEXA
We want to make it snow on the big 
hill and having sledding races.  
You know, like how they make it 
snow for skiing and in the movies.

KRISTI
And we would like, uh, uh, maybe, 
a concert or something.  Maybe, 
like Hanna Montana or somebody 
famous.

BETH
Can we have a Christmas dance, 
like when we did the Monster Ball?

KRISTI
Will there be fireworks, you know, 
like when we have fourth of July?

ALEXA
And a sleigh ride, like the song, 
“Jingle bells, jingle bells, 
jingle all the way, oh what fun it 
is to ride in a one horse open 
sleigh.”  

All the kids start singing.  

LOGAN
Wow, you all have some wonderful 
ideas and put a lot of thoughts 
into them.  I will talk to the 
Mayor about these and see what we 
can do.  
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EXT. TOWN CENTER – LATE AFTERNOON

It is very cold and dark because of the cloudy weather.  
The town Christmas Festival has grown to over forty huts. 
There is Christmas music playing on speakers hooked up at 
all the various huts and the Christmas lights on the 
trees and street signs and huts are just becoming 
visible.  

Julian’s hut which has grown in size and packed with 
people standing at tables talking.  They also make toast 
with hot Roclette cheese on top.  

Next to Julian is a hut with pizzas.  On the other side 
is a hut with many different Christmas decorations for 
sale.  Many places of outdoor heaters to keep people 
warm.

Logan walks through the Christmas Festival and it is very 
packed with people.  Logan notices Samantha as she walks 
past carrying a pair of hockey skates, helmet and a 
hockey stick, she waves hello to Logan and Julian, who 
both wave back.  

A Marine HMMWV (HUMMER) and several Marines are 
collecting for the Toys for Tots charity program.  Next 
to them is a Red Cross trailer with a line outside of 
people waiting to give blood.

The lights continue to shine brighter except for John’s 
house which is all dark but a single room on the ground 
floor. 

Julian watches Samantha walk over to the Santa area.  
Samantha is carrying a hockey stick and hockey skates.

Erica joins Julian with a glass of hot wine.

ERICA
This hot wine is really good.

JULIAN
Thanks.  

They watch Samantha speak with Brenda and Lisa who wear 
pretty elf costumes.  They help the little kids while 
Luke takes the pictures.    

JULIAN (CONT’D)
She really is a very pretty girl.

103.

(CONTINUED)



ERICA
She doesn’t know it.  Too busy 
being a tomboy.

JULIAN
It’s fun watching the young kids 
trying to find love.  Like 
watching the bumper cars, isn’t 
it?

Erica laughs.

ERICA
It’s the same for some of us 
adults, also.

JULIAN
You just want to grab Samantha and 
your son Luke by the head.  Then 
knock them both together.

Julian claps his hands.

JULIAN (CONT’D)
Bam!  There you go.

Erica is still laughing.

ERICA
She just needs a little help to 
turn Luke’s head.

They watch Samantha leave and make her way through the 
crowd to the ice skating rink.  There are now two ice 
skating rinks, one for hockey and one for all ages.  She 
waves to some boys practicing hockey with sticks and a 
puck.

JULIAN
I’ve got an idea, but the plan 
will needs a woman’s touch.    

ERICA
Sounds like fun, what do you have 
in mind?

The music changes to a live BAND warming up, testing 
instruments.

ROCK SINGER
West Middleton, are you ready?
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They turns their heads to see the stage.  The band is on 
the big movie screen.  

The band starts to play, ‘We Will Rock You’.

ROCK SINGER
We are going to be playing here 
every Friday and Saturday night 
until Christmas.  Tonight is your 
first ever Apres-ski party, but 
without the skiing.  Come on out 
on the dance floor and let’s get 
this party started!

Sings the song.

The stage lights flash on and off different colors and 
the video on the big screen is now of people dancing on 
stage.  The people from the church nativity are still 
dressed in their Roman costumes dancing.

Beth and Alexa find Erica.

BETH
Mommy, let’s go dance!

JULIAN
I’ll call you!

EXT. DANCE STAGE - LATER

Lisa, Brenda, and Missy are dancing wearing their elf 
costumes.  Matthew and Ashley walk up.    

MATTHEW
(yells)

Lisa!  Come here!

LISA
What?

MATTHEW
(yells)

Come over here!

Lisa stops dancing and walks over to Matthew.  Matthew 
tries to kiss her, but she turns her head.

LISA
Not here.
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MATTHEW
OK.  Then let’s go.

LISA
I don’t want to go, I’m having fun 
dancing.

MATTHEW
Does it look like I am having fun?  
Does it?  I came all the way over 
here to pick you up.

ASHLEY
Come on Lisa, we have a party to 
go to.

Matthew pulls Lisa by the arm.  

EXT. MIDDLETON CHURCH NATIVITY - MOMENTS LATER

Lisa is able to stop when they are next to the animals in 
the Nativity area by holding onto the fence.

LISA
I don’t want to leave!

MATTHEW
You don’t have a choice.

Samantha taps him on the shoulder from behind.

SAMANTHA
Everyone has a choice.

Matthew turns to face Samantha.

MATTHEW
I didn’t ask for your opinion.

SAMANTHA
You didn’t ask to be stupid and 
ugly either, but you are.

Matthew tries to slap Samantha in the face, but she 
ducks, grabs his wrist and flips him over her shoulder.  
Matthew lands face first in a pile of cow manure.  
Samantha is on top of his back, pinning him to the 
ground.  

SAMANTHA
That wasn’t very gentlemanly like, 
was it?  What do you think, Lisa?
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MATTHEW
Get up!

He tries to get up, but Samantha is able to twist his arm 
more.

SAMANTHA
I think you owe us an apology.

MATTHEW
Never.

SAMANTHA
Lisa, ask old Betsy to come over, 
I think she just had dinner.

MATTHEW
No!  No!

SAMANTHA
Sorry?

MATTHEW
Yeah!  Yeah!  I’m sorry.

SAMANTHA
Can she stay and dance?

MATTHEW
Yeah, you can stay and dance.

Samantha lets him up and he quickly runs away followed by 
Ashley.  Samantha straightens her hair.

LISA
How did you do that?

SAMANTHA
That’s easy, an old move my dad 
taught me.  Girls should know how 
to defend themselves.

LISA
Thanks, I don’t know what to say.

SAMANTHA
You always have a choice.  Dump 
this loser. 

Lisa hugs Samantha.  Samantha is very surprised, but 
returns the hug.
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LISA
I never met a girl who could 
really fight.  Can you teach me a 
few things?

SAMANTHA
I guess so.  Maybe you can teach 
me something, too?

LISA
Name it!

EXT. TOWN CENTER HILL - LATER

Robert at the base of the hill which is lit by lights.  
There is a series of lawn watering system tubes about ten 
feet high with sprinklers that is generating artificial 
snow creating a sledding run.  Robert is adjusting a 
machine of rope and pulleys at the bottom.  This system 
is for the kids to pull them to the top of the hill.

LOGAN
Evening Robert, how’s it going?

ROBERT
Hey Chief.  Check it out, it 
works.  

Points to the hill. 

ROBERT (CONT’D)
We have about four to five inches 
of snow as the base right now.

LOGAN
Looks like it works pretty good.  
Wish we had this years ago, 
remember how we had to walk up 
that hill every winter.

ROBERT
I remember.  Do you want to try?  
There is a sled over there.

LOGAN
Not right now, thanks.  But, I’ll 
take some of that coffee if it’s 
still warm.  

Points to a coffee jug and cup.
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ROBERT
Sure, help yourself.

LOGAN
How did you figure this thing out?

Robert laughs a little. 

ROBERT
My daughter, Samantha, saw 
something like it on the internet 
last week.  We took a look at it 
and figured we could do it here.  
A little pipe, some sprinkler 
heads, rope, generator, and a 
little help from the fire 
department. 

Nod in the direction of a fire hydrant with a hose coming 
out. 

ROBERT (CONT’D)
And just add cold weather.

LOGAN
A little more work and you can 
almost go skiing down the hill.

ROBERT
One of the kids tried 
snowboarding, but we need some 
more snow for that.

They both here jingle bells and the sound of a horse on 
the street.  They look down the street to see Chris in a 
wagon with about eight people in back and being pulled by 
a black horse.

LOGAN
I didn’t know he had a wagon.

ROBERT
Zack and I helped him fix up the 
wagon for rides.  He was thrilled 
to be able to get it working.  
Heard he is going to order a set 
of skis for it next week in case 
it snows.

LOGAN
This town is really getting into 
the holiday season.
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ROBERT
Yes, the people really needed 
this.  It has really pulled the 
people together, into a nice town 
to live in.

LOGAN
A little snow would really set the 
atmosphere.

ROBERT
We can do that.

LOGAN
Do what.

ROBERT
Make it snow.  Like we are doing 
here only bigger.  

They both look at each other.  

ROBERT (CONT’D)
All we have to do is run the hoses 
from the hydrant around the main 
town and add sprinklers at the 
right places.  Then just need 
Mother Nature to keep it cold.

LOGAN
Sounds great.  I’ll ask Erica for 
the funds.  

Looks at his watch.    

LOGAN (CONT’D)
Got to run.

ROBERT
What’s up?  

LOGAN
Picking up my grandmother and her 
friends from the airport.  They 
went to Las Vegas for the past 
four days and said something about 
winning money for the school.  

They both laugh and Logan walks back to his car.       
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EXT. LAUREN’S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER

Logan drives past Lauren’s house.  He sees Zack, Timothy, 
and Chris take a large Christmas tree out of a pickup 
truck and into Lauren’s house.  Beverly and Erica carry 
several bags from Target with lights and decorations for 
the tree.

INT. MORNING TALK SHOW – MORNING

A morning news/talk show with HOST 1 (37, Male), HOST 2 
(28, male), and HOST 3 (33, female).  SONYA (22, female) 
is a world famous singer who is the guest on the show.  
She is waving and smiling and everyone is clapping as she 
shakes hands and sits down.

HOST 1
Nice to have you on the show, good 
morning.

SONYA
It’s great to be here in New York.  
I love to come here in and 
Christmas time is always fun.

HOST 3
You were here for the Thanksgiving 
Day parade, three weeks ago?

SONYA
Yes, I was.  It was great to be 
part of the parade and welcome 
Santa to town.

HOST 2
What did you ask him for 
Christmas?

SONYA
A new puppy.

HOST 3
Very nice.  What kind of puppy 
would you like?

HOST 1
A poodle?
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SONYA
I like the big dogs, like a Lab or 
a German Shepard so we can run and 
play.  You know, catch the Frisbee 
and such.

HOST 2
I think we saw one for sale last 
weekend, didn’t we?

HOST 3
Yes, we did.  Our reporter, Oscar 
Tibbs, saw one in that small town, 
West Middleton.

HOST 1
Have you heard of this town?

Singer shakes her head. 

SONYA
No.

HOST 3
He did a story on this small town 
last weekend and we had it on 
Monday’s show, didn’t you see it?

SONYA
Sorry, but the show is normally a 
little early for this girl.

Host 2 calls to someone in the back of the stage.  

HOST 2
Can you pull up that news story 
from Monday on that town trying to 
raise money?

Points to the screen.

HOST 3
There’s the web site all about the 
town and the fund-raising events 
they are trying to do.  There’s 
the story.

The large screen on the wall starts a new story.
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EXT. TOWN CENTER – MORNING

REPORTER (28) is in front of the camera with Middleton 
town center behind him.  The town center is now a huge 
Christmas festival, bigger than the last scene.  More 
huts selling things and food, double the number of 
people.  Everyone is talking, laughing, playing, eating, 
drinking, the big movie screen has more videos going, and 
there is a band on stage playing Christmas music.  

REPORTER (V.O.)
This is Oscar Tibbs and we are 
here in West Middleton today.  The 
town is trying to raise money for 
a new school through a variety of 
events since late August.  The 
most recent fund-raiser is the 
Christmas Festival that you see 
behind me.  They use the entire 
downtown area which is now a 
pedestrian zone.  Behind me is 
about thirty or more huts or sheds 
with people from the town and 
sponsors from area businesses 
selling all kinds of food, drinks, 
toys, hand made gifts, flowers, 
candles, wine, vegetables, and 
even puppies.  

Cameraman pans around the various types of huts and 
finally zooms into one hut Beth, Kristi, and Alexa 
sitting in the middle of about 20 different puppies.  
Beth holds up a lab puppy next to her face. 

REPORTER (V.O.) (CONT’D)
The church is sponsoring a live 
nativity, including a newly 
donated reindeer. 

Video of the nativity  

REPORTER (V.O.) (CONT’D)
And carolers every night.  They 
even built two ice rinks and an 
amazing sledding hill with a 
pulley system to pull the kids to 
the top.  They hooked up a system 
of hoses and the mist sprinklers 
to make artificial snow for the 
hill and they are working to make 
it snow throughout the market 
because it hasn’t snowed more than 
flurries yet.  
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On Saturday’s starting at five PM, 
they have Apres-ski with a band 
and dancing for everyone.  Of 
course, Santa and his helpers are 
here.  

Video of Santa with Lisa and Brenda dressed as elves all 
waving at the camera. 

REPORTER (V.O.) (CONT’D)
The Christmas market is open on 
Friday nights, all day Saturday, 
and Sunday afternoons until 
Christmas Eve.  So come visit and 
try some of these chestnuts, and 
hot wine or hot chocolate and help 
the town raise money for their new 
school.  

Lots of people behind Oscar throw snowballs at him.  

INT. MORNING TALK SHOW – MOMENTS LATER

SONYA
That looks like fun!

HOST 3
How about that puppy?

SONYA
Oh my God.  That puppy is mine!  
Did you see how cute that little 
girl was?

HOST 1
Yes, they are planning a big 
Christmas carol sing-a-long on the 
day before Christmas Eve, the 
twenty third.  They are trying to 
set a Guinness World Record and 
need more than fourteen thousand, 
one hundred people to all sing 
together.

HOST 3
We were thinking about going out 
there, would you like to come with 
us?
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SONYA
I am there!  Yes, count me in.    
We can bring our skates and join 
in the singing.

HOST 2
We’ll bring our sleds, no walking 
up?  I have to try that.

Sonya points to the camera.

SONYA
Cute little girl, you better save 
that puppy for me.

EXT. TOWN CENTER – EARLY EVENING

The Middleton town center is packed with people facing 
the stage and big screen.  It is very dark, no lights on.  
The Trans-Siberian Orchestra is played over the speakers.  
The town’s Christmas lights are coordinated to the music.   

The music changes to jingling bells and the lights slowly 
stay on instead of flashing to the music.  A red light 
from the top of a nearby building appears.  A cable runs 
from the roof top to the stage.  A sleigh pulled by four 
wooden reindeer delivers a waving SANTA CLAUS to the 
stage.

SANTA
Ho ho ho, Merry Christmas West 
Middleton.

Nathan, Logan, and a Marine meet and help Santa out of 
the sleigh.  Brenda and Lisa are dressed as Santa’s elves 
and stand behind Santa. 

Everyone claps and cheers.

At the back of the stage is Erica, Domenico, Julian, 
Guinness Book of World Records REPRESENTATIVE (49), 
Sonya, Host 2, and Host 3.

NATHAN
Santa, welcome to West Middleton!  

Cheers and applause.    
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NATHAN (CONT’D)
We know how busy you are at this 
time of year and we truly 
appreciate and are honored that 
you join us tonight and be part of 
our World Record attempt.

SANTA
Ho, Ho, Ho.  Mayor Nathan 
Woodhouse, thanks so much for 
inviting me.  The spirit and love 
that the people of this beautiful 
town have, is an inspiration for 
everyone.  I see you have even 
invited my good friends in the 
Marines and Red Cross, the charity 
of all of you is wonderful.

NATHAN
Santa, tonight we have a few other 
distinguished guests that we would 
like to introduce.  First, we 
would like to introduce three new 
friends from the News Morning 
Show.  Second, we would like to 
introduce Mr. Antonio Parks from 
the Guinness Book of World Records 
and his team.  Third, there is a 
famous singer who has joined us 
today, Singer!  

Clapping and cheering. 

NATHAN (CONT’D)
We have one other guest, who is 
here, virtually.  Most of you in 
town know that Lauren has been 
taking care of her nephew and 
niece while their mother is 
serving in Afghanistan.  Her 
husband was killed serving in Iraq 
in two thousand and four.  What a 
patriotic family.  We are happy to 
have her here tonight, Staff 
Sergeant Eakin.  

On the big movie screen is STAFF SERGEANT (35) and 
dressed with the sweater Alexa picked out.  She is in a 
wooden style room with military backpacks and equipment 
hanging on hooks.  No weapons are visible, but there is a 
small pine tree with a few decorations on it.  She waves 
through Skype on the big screen.  
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ALEXA
Hi mommy!

STAFF SERGEANT
Hello sweetheart.  Merry 
Christmas, the town looks 
beautiful.  Mayor Woodhouse, it’s 
truly a small world.  I found 
someone from town.

LIEUTENANT (25) enters the screen next to Staff Sergeant.  

LIEUTENANT
Hi Mayor, hello Dad.

NATHAN
Brandon, what a surprise!  

(yells)
Hey, John, come on out and join 
the party and see your son.  

Everything is quiet, the lights come on in the house and 
John opens the front door and waves to the screen.  

GIRL 1
(Yells loudly to the 
screen)

Hey, Brandon.  

NATHAN
The wonders of technology.  I 
realize that we live in a world of 
challenges.  But, Christmas is a 
holiday and celebration of the 
birth of Christ, so we are going 
to ask Father Domenico to lead a 
little prayer.  We ask you to join 
in or not depending on your 
preferences.

DOMENICO
Thank you Mayor, this is not a 
substitute for church, more of a 
warm up.  Christmas is the 
celebration of the birth of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ and we would 
like to take a moment to give 
thanks.  Please bow your heads.  

A moment of silence.  
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DOMENICO (CONT’D)
We give thanks to you, our Lord, 
and pray in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, Amen.

NATHAN
Thank you, Father.  Now, on to the 
main event.  I would like to 
introduce Mr. Parks of the 
Guinness Book of World Records.  

Everyone claps and the Representative steps forward to 
join Nathan. 

REPRESENTATIVE
Thank you Mayor.  The current 
world record for the largest 
caroling was fourteen thousand, 
one hundred from three locations 
in London, England.  The multi-
venue caroling event was lead by 
Andrea Bocelli.  The largest group 
of carol singers in one location 
consisted of seven thousand, five 
hundred and fourteen participants.  

Pauses to look around the crowd.

REPRESENTATIVE (CONT’D)
We can confirm that tonight, here 
in West Middleton, there are 
twenty-three thousand, four 
hundred and seventy-three people 
including Santa will set a new 
world record for the largest group 
in one place.  

Cheers and clapping.  

REPRESENTATIVE (CONT’D)
And, because you have two more 
people in Afghanistan singing.  
That makes twenty-three thousand, 
four hundred and seventy-five.  
Two world records at the same 
time!

Cheers and clapping.
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NATHAN
So, we have the people, we have 
the music, but we need a lead 
singer.  It’s my pleasure to 
introduce, Sonya.

Sonya walks up to give a high five to the Nathan in front 
of the stage.  Everyone is cheering and clapping.  

SONYA
Hello West Middleton!  Hi Santa!  

On the screen behind her is a picture of her with a lab 
puppy and Beth from the news story.  

SONYA (CONT’D)
Santa and you pretty elves stay up 
here and help us out.  By the way, 
sergeant and LT, I will be on the 
USO tour visiting there in 
February.  You two have an 
invitation to meet us back stage.  

They nod and give thumbs up on the screen.  

It starts to snow.

SONYA (CONT’D)
With over twenty-three thousand, 
four hundred people between here 
and Afghanistan and it’s starting 
to snow.  

Everyone sings, 'O Come All Ye Faithfull' and 'Angels We 
Have Heard On High' followed by clapping and cheering.

SONYA (CONT’D)
Awesome.  For the next song, we 
need some help up here.  My very 
good friend, Julian.  Tells me 
that there is someone here who can 
help.  Robert, and you please come 
forward?  

Lisa waves to Julian.  Julian excitedly waves behind the 
screen.  Robert and Samantha walk from behind the stage, 
they hug Julian.  Then walk onto the stage to join the 
Singer.  Samantha gives Lisa a hug on the way.  Robert is 
in a very nice suit & tie with expensive over coat.  
Samantha is in a beautiful dress with fur jacket.  All 
the boys are now looking at Samantha, including Luke.  
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SONYA (CONT’D)
Is this your beautiful daughter?

ROBERT
Yes, this is Samantha.

SONYA
Can you please help us with the 
next song?

There is a long pause as Robert and Samantha look at each 
other and seem a little out of place.  Finally, they nod 
to each other, then Singer.

Robert and Samantha turn towards the audience and sing, 
‘Holy Night’ in a beautiful, opera quality voice.  The 
audience is surprised and quiet.  When they finish, 
everyone claps and cheers.  Singer claps and hugs them 
both.  Samantha turns her head to meet Luke’s eyes.  

Nathan comes back up to the front.

NATHAN
That was fantastic!  I didn’t know 
you had a voice like that, wow.  
Time for the final results.  Miss 
Erica Townes, can you come on up 
and help give us with the final 
fund-raising?

ERICA
Thank you Mayor Nathan Woodhouse.  
Everyone in town has put their 
hearts, time, sweat, tears, and 
sometimes blood into this fund-
raising.  We had over thirty-eight 
different fund-raisers, but here 
are the top ten.  

Behind her on the screen there are flashback pictures of 
each event as Erica announces.  The crowd joins in the 
count down.

ERICA
Number ten – The Bake Sale for 
twelve thousand dollars.  

Number nine – Ebay Sales for 
fifteen thousand dollars.  

Number eight – Garage Sales for 
seventeen thousand dollars.  
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Number seven – Big Nurf Gun and 
Paint Ball Battle for twenty 
thousand dollars.  

Number six – Grocery Raffle for 
fifty thousand dollars.  

Number five – Sports Day and Cook 
Out for ninety-seven thousand 
dollars.  

Number four – Fashion Show for one 
hundred and eight thousand 
dollars.  

Number three – Bingo and Las Vegas 
for one hundred and ten thousand 
dollars.  

Number two – Halloween for two 
hundred and five thousand dollars.  

Number one – Christmas Festival 
for five hundred and eighty-nine 
thousand dollars.  

The total is on million, two 
hundred and forty-eight thousand 
dollars.  I’m sorry to say, about 
two thousand dollars short of what 
we need.  

The crowd is very quiet and depressed.  

BERNARD 
(laughs, sarcastic)

I told you, Nate.  You and this 
town are a bunch of losers, with a 
capital - L.  

SONYA
What are you talking about?  You 
didn’t include my donation for 
five thousand dollars.  

Cheering and clapping one more time.  

NATHAN
I think you owe the town a little 
money, Brother.

Everyone starts singing, "Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells" and 
everyone joins in.
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BERNARD
Never!  You cheated!  

NATHAN
Chief, isn’t there a law in the 
city about people who don’t pay 
their debts?

LOGAN
Yes, yes there is.  If I remember 
right, there is a city ordinance 
about gambling from eighteen, 
sixty-nine.  All gambling debts 
must be settled or up to sixty 
days in jail.  

BERNARD
You wouldn’t!

Bernard turns to start running, then suddenly stops.  
There is a CLICKING sound and Barnard falls backward 
stiff as a board.  Betty, smiling, is standing holding a 
Taser.

ERICA
We take Visa, Mastercard, American 
Express, Pay pal, and checks.

Santa climbs back into the sleigh and Singer switches 
songs to ‘Santa Claus is coming to Town’. 

BRENDA
(yells)

Go for it Samantha!

Samantha walks up to Luke and kisses him.  

The sleigh starts to move along the wire to the next roof 
top with Santa waving.  The lights start to go down, 
everyone on stage waves to Santa and holds hands.  

Logan talks into a walkie-talkie.  The Starlight Express 
Orchestra begins to play on the loudspeakers, Christmas 
lights start flashing to the music and fireworks launch 
over the town.

FADE OUT.
THE END
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