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FADE | N:
EXT. CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY - 1928

Oficer WLLI AM BAI SER of the Canden police depart nment
diligently patrols the great bridge that spans the Del aware
Ri ver, connecting Canden with Phil adel phia. He notices a
figure noving in the norning mst. Knowi ng the bridge's

hi story of suicides, the patrol man snaps into action, running
towards the figure.

Bai ser arrives at the scene and sees a WOMAN, tall,
attractive, late 20's, dressed in her Sunday best. They
both stand still not sure how to proceed.

The worman slowy renoves her jacket and dangl es her foot

over the side rail, teasing the officer. Baiser steps forward
and the wonen counters his nove, lunging towards the rail.

She straddles the rail precariously, dangling delicately

above the river.

Bai ser grabs the woman's arm and she fights himoff. Several
ot her OFFI CERS arrive on the scene and the woman conti nues
to fight and | ash out at her rescuers.

WOVAN
If I"'mnot allowed to junp off this
bridge, I'll junp off another.

CAMDEN POLI CE STATION - LATER THAT EVEN NG

The wonan, with an audi ence of POLI CEMEN and OFFI Cl ALS,
reveal s herself to be BARBARA ELLI OT. She breaks down and
tells the story of heartache that |led to her attenpted suicide

junp. ..

Two weeks ago, Barbara di scovered she was pregnant.

But upon hearing the news, her husband, Charles Elliot,

| eft town and had not been seen since. Feeling hopel ess,
Barbara decided to take the |ife of herself and her
child.

The police, feeling for Barbara, enlist the help of the |ocal
press in an effort to find Charles Elliot. Several |ocal
news stories are picked up by the wire and the big New York
newspapers. Barbara becones a mni-celebrity overnight -
mllions supporting the search for her m ssing husband.

CAMDEN POLI CE STATION - TWO WEEKS LATER

Barbara Elliot sits with a few DETECTI VES, checking in on
the | atest status of her husband. A nan enters the station
| ooki ng nervous and di straught - it's CHARLES ELLI OT.

Barbara rushes to his side and they enbrace.



BARBARA
(under her breadth)
You' re not supposed to be here yet.

CHARLES

(quietly)
| can't keep this up any | onger.

The entire police station cheers as the couple reunites.
However, the elation quickly turns to suspicion

di sappoi nt nent and shock when Charles, under heavy duress,
admts that the entire attenpted suicide and search was a
hoax. . .

His real nane is JOHN RAMSEY and his "wife" is MLDRED
G LLARS, a struggling New York actress. G llars and
Ransey are college friends, both forner nmenbers of the
dramatic arts fraternity at Chio Wesl eyan University.

The pair further adnmt that they were paid $75 each to

i mper sonat e the abandoned not her-to-be and caddi sh
husband by a notion picture producer. The hoax was
designed to pronmote a new silent filmentitled "Unwel cone
Children."

The press has a field day with the hoax and the public turns
on Gllars and Ransey, seeing themas villains.

The Canden JUDGE pl aces nore blane with the film s producers
and Gllars and Ransey are freed but ordered to | eave town.
When | eaving the police station, they are surrounded by a
throng of reporters and phot ographers.

John Ransey plows through the crowmd with his head down. But
Mldred Gllars relishes the nmonent, wal king slowy and
stopping to pose for the caneras. She flips her hair back,
and lights up a cigarette, inhaling deeply and letting out a
gentle trail of snoke.

AXIS SALLY



MEET M LDRED G LLARS: 1900 - 1918

Mldred Gllars is born in Portland, Miine, the daughter of
VI NCENT SI SK and MAE HEW TSON. A strikingly lovely gir
with porcelain skin, dark eyes and raven hair, Mldred's
early childhood is marred by her father's al coholism

Mae takes MIldred fromtheir Portland home. She neets and

marries DR ROBERT G LLARS, a dentist. They settle down in
Conneaut, Chio, and soon after, her stepsister, EDNA MAE is
bor n.

Dr. Gllars is also plagued by al coholism He sexually abuses
M | dred when he drinks and becones unusual ly protective of
her .

FROM OH O TO BROADWAY: 1918 - 1928

After escaping the abusive ways of her stepfather, MIdred
has dreans of becom ng a novie star...

She enrolls in Chio Wsleyan University as a drama nmaj or and
recei ves wel coned praise and attention from her teacher
PROFESSOR NEWCOMB. During a dinner date, he encourages
Mldred, to pursue an acting career full-tinme.

PROFESSOR NEWCOVB
Mldred, you' re destined to be fanous.

M1 dred heeds Professor Newconb's advice and heads to
Broadway. She attends many "cattle calls,” but unfortunately
hears the same di sappointing refrain of rejection day after
day.

Mldred finally catches a break landing a role in the

travel ing production of "My Grl." The production ends in
1927 and her noney quickly runs out. Desperate, M| dred
answers a newspaper ad searching for an actress to portray a
pregnant wonan abandoned by the father of her unborn child.

The next day, MIdred boards a bus for Canden, New Jersey to
play the nost notable role of her disappointing acting career -
Barbara Elliot, the deserted bride.

HOPE | N EUROPE: 1929 - 1939

Al t hough the fame of "Barbara Elliot" reaches far and w de,
the acting career of Mldred Gllars fares less well and she
finds herself penniless.

The endl ess cycle of audition and rejection finally begins
to overwhel mthe anbitious Gllars and she begins to | ook
for hope abroad.



AN UNLI KELY PAI RI NG

M Ildred neets BERNARD METZ, a thin Brit with curly brown
hair. Mtz is traveling with a new age, spiritual dance
troupe, whose strange display of rituals and dances capture
the attention of New York's "smart set."”

BERNARD METZ
You need to | eave New York. It's
corrupting your soul.

M|l dred beconmes romantically involved with Metz and fol | ows
hi m and the dance troupe on their tour of Europe. She and
Metz travel to Algiers, a popular winter vacation spot for
Eur opeans.

s for a few years but eventually
Met z when she finds himin bed

red is sad and al one when she hears

becones di senchant ed wi
wi t h anot her wonen. M
from her nother, Me.

Mldred settles in Al gier
th
I d

REUNI ON | N GERVANY

Mae, now several years widowed fromDr. Gllars, travels to
Europe and neets up with Mldred in 1934. MIldred and Mae
have a wonderful tine traveling throughout Hanburg and Berlin.

Meanwhile... in Berlin, Htler orders the execution of ERNST
ROHM and several hundred of stormtroopers in the purge known
as the Night of the Long Knives.

There is now a constant flow of "Heil Hitlers," clicking of
heel s and brown-shirted stormtroopers or bl ack-coated SS
guards marching up and down the streets of Berlin.

While Mae is unconfortable in the presence of the storm
troopers, Mldred is enanored by them

MAE
It's not safe here. You need to
conme back with ne.

M LDRED
(staring at a handsone
br own-shirt marching
with his conrades)
Success has yet to pass ne by in
Germany. | will give it one nore
year.

Mae travels back to the states and Ml dred stays behind to
study rmusic and find fane.



M LDRED & CLAI RE

After running out of funds, MIldred gives up her mnusic study
and | ooks for work in Berlin. She finds a job as an assi stant
and caretaker for CLAIRE TRASK an Anerican Tines
correspondent well connected to the Berlin drama and film
scene.

Claire is recovering froma car accident that took her
husband's life and | eft her badly injured. Mldred
ingratiates herself to Claire and receives an introduction
to the Germany filmcomunity in return

Claire helps MIdred become fluent in Gernman and gets her

i nvolved with UFA the fanous fil mstudi o, where she wites
subtitles for filnme and wi tnesses actress BRI DGETTE HORNEY
in a novie.

Claire also enlists MIdred' s help in witing reviews of
German films and theater for the Tines.

Thi ngs becone tricky for MIdred and C aire when JOSEPH
GCEBBELS i ssues a decree forbidding art criticismof any
ki nd that does not neet the requirenents set by the Reich
Chanber of Conmmerce.

Mldred is forced to wite filmreviews that are "prepared
to the king's taste.” Mldred, relishing her ability to
reach mllions, is fine to oblige; however, Nazi efforts
escal ate, and the US entertai nnment industry beconmes skittish
about accepting propaganda pieces. Mldred' s witing work
dries up.

MAE' S RETURN

Tensions in Gernmany escal ate and, fearing the worst for her
daughter, Mae returns to Berlin to bring MI|dred back hone.
M Ildred refuses Mae's enotional pleas to return. Tired of
bei ng broke, she does not want to pass up an opportunity to
interview for a broadcasting job at Reichsradio.

M LDRED ( CONT' D)
Rei chsradi o coul d be ny biggest break
since "My Grl."

Mae is flabbergasted by MIdred' s decision to stay and her
ability to turn a blind eye to the Nazi surge and anti-Jew sh
| awns.

She has no ot her choice but to | eave Berlin alone, and is
forced to board a train that is alnost conpletely tied up
with mlitary novenments. As Mae boards her train, wth
sol di ers destined for conbat, she enbraces her daughter for
the very last tinme.



THE RElI CHSRADI O OFFI CE

DR MARCUS TI MMLER, head of Germany's radio and culture
section, addresses the broadcasting teamin a snoky conference
room He commends the teamfor their efforts in duplicating

t he propaganda success of their European service in North
Anerica, using short-wave radio.

Dr. Tinmer also acknow edges the work of popul ar radio
personal iti es FREDERI CK KALTENBACH and BOB BEST, two American
expatriates al ready enployed at the radio station. Kaltenbach
is atall, patrician Anerican with a profound distaste for
Jews. Best is a short, balding, vulgar anti-Semte from
Sout h Carol i na.

But Tinm er explains that their work is falling short. The
teamis not truly penetrating the psyche of Anericans abroad.
To do this, they need a fenale voice..

DR TI MMLER
Ladi es and gentl eman, please extend
a warm wel come to your newest radio
br oadcaster, straight fromthe great
stages of Broadway - Ms. M| dred
Gllars.

Mldred enters the crowded roomto wel come appl ause and
quickly warnms to the glow of attention. Her decision to
stay seenmingly validated with a satisfied smle.

A STAR 1S BORN:. 1939 - 1943

Mldred starts as a shift announcer two nights a week. Her
ease at the mcrophone is quickly recognized and she is
pronoted within three nonths to the first-ever femal e host
of a nusical variety program

As a regular host, MIdred s income quickly rises and she
enjoys the spoils of her newfound wealth, noving into a new
apartnent in an upscal e Berlin nei ghborhood and havi ng di nner
in the city's posh restaurants.

VWERNER BERGER, the Chief Director of Radi o Progranmm ng,
assigns Mldred nore political broadcasts. Though she finds
the political broadcasts dry at first, she quickly warns to
t he increased pay they deliver.

ENTER PROFESSOR KO SCHW TZ

JUNE, 1940. A prom nent new broadcaster joins the Reichsradio
fold - DR OITO KO SCHW TZ. Koischwitz is a German-born
schol ar who emigrated to the United States to teach Gernan
literature and drama courses at NYU and Col unbia University.
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He returns to Germany in a position of inmmediate prom nence,
| eadi ng several radio broadcasts and taking on a position as
the Foreign Ofice's chief liaison to Reichsradio.

Al though he is married with children, MIdred is smtten by
Prof essor Koi schwitz and purposefully drops an arnful of
jazz records to get his attention. Koischwitz helps Ml dred
with her records and they connect instantly, flirting
playfully. Qtoinvites Mldred to one of his "fire side
chats" and they begin an affair.

Koi schwitz wastes no tinme introducing Mldred to the German
political elite, preferring that she join himat stately
affairs instead of his wife, ERNA

Mldred joins tto at a fancy affair at the HOTEL ALDON
where she is squired around and wal ked down the nmjestic
staircase that leads to the | obby and ballroom It is here,
to Mldred' s great surprise, that she is introduced to JOSEPH
GOEBBELS, HEI NRI CH H MMLER and the Fuhrer hinself - ADCLF

H TLER.

After Mldred' s nerve-wacking but cordial introduction,
Hitler places his teacup down on a servant tray. Acting on
pure instinct, MIdred swi pes the teacup and puts it into
her purse. Her action goes unseen by all with the exception
of to, who gives her a know ng nod.

The next day, OQtto gives MIldred, a matching teacup as a
t oken of their nonmentous evening together. MIldred sips
fromthe teacups during all of her subsequent broadcasts.

DECEMBER, 1941. Ml dred hosts a |live broadcast when news of
Japan's Pear| Harbor attack on the United States hits. She
| oudly denounces the attack on the air to the shock of her
producers and col | eagues at the station.

Mldred is whisked into Werner Berger's office.

VERNER BERCGER
| hope you are aware of the
seri ousness of your offense and the
repercussi ons. You could be arrested.

On her way hone, MIdred is detained by two SS OFFI CERS
They take her Anerican passport and rough her up a bit.

Mldred sits alone in an SS detai nment room not sure what
wi Il happen, when Oto Koischwitz enters.

OTTO KA SCHW TZ
You need to trust ne.

Oto escorts MIdred home and expresses the grave danger she
is in due to her pro-Anerican outburst.



8.

But there is a solution - if MIdred agrees to sign a docunent
pl edgi ng her allegiance to the Third Reich.

He tells MIldred that Germany is on the verge of declaring
war agai nst the United States.

OTTO KO SCHW TZ ( CONT' D)
The war will present you with
opportunity. You'll be able to speak
directly to U S. troops abroad and
truly connect with them A star
wi |l be born.

Ml dred signs the docunent. The very next day, Germany
decl ares war against the United States.

BACK I N THE STATES - NEW YORK

MAX ROSEN a prom sing young, Jew sh | awer from Brighton
Beach, New York sits at home listening to an FDR radio
broadcast with his wife, BETSY. They both listen intently
as President Roosevelt officially declares war on Germany
and Italy and tal ks passionately about the chall enge at hand.

Max turns off the radio and tells Betsy that he's planning
on enlisting to join the fight for American and European
Jews. He leaves his budding |aw practice and fam |y behind.

ON THE BATTLE FI ELD - NORTH AFRI CA

1943. Max is part of a British-Anerican troop depl oynent
under the conmand of Field Marshall BERNARD MONTGOVERY.
They defeat the Germans in this early battle but many are
killed and wounded in the brutal clash. Max suffers severa
gunshot wounds, including one to his knee.

Max wakes up in a crowded sanitariumin Morocco. Hs leg
rai sed high in a sling.

Bored, Max and his fellow soldiers turn to the conforts of a
rather large radio planted firmy in the corner of the room
The radio provides a respite fromthe war, treating the nen
to some good, ol d-fashioned Anerican SWNG MJUSIC. The nen
perk up imedi ately, enjoying the famliar tunes.

Wien the nusic fades, the soldiers are introduced to the
sultry voice of the radio host "Mdge." Max is inmediately
enthrall ed by her snoboth, sexy delivery. But his enanor
quickly turns to hatred when he hears MIldred' s anti-Anerican,
def eati st nessage.



MLDRED (V.0Q)

(speaking to her

bandl eader, Di ck)
Gee, Dick, I'mafraid you'll be giving
t he American troops sone very bad
news. They'll just get all kind of
woozy and would like to throw down
those little old guns and toddl e off
honme. Well, that would be the right

thing to do after all, because they're
certainly not maki ng any headway
ri ght now.

One of the soldiers nmentions that he's heard the woman before.
She's known as "Axis Sally" or the "Berlin Bitch," a U S.
traitor working for the Nazi's.

But they have no choice to put up with her - it's the only
station that plays swing nusic so the soldiers tolerate the
pr opaganda.

M LDRED (V.O.) (CONT' D)

Boys, | guess all of you have felt
sonet hi ng speci al about sone girl.
Wl |, you' ve parted now and you may

dislike ny repeating this to you

but it's the truth, especially if

you boys get all nutilated and do

not return in one piece. | think
then you'll have a pretty tough tine
with your girl. Any girl likes to
have her man in one piece, so | think
you' ve got a pretty hard future ahead
of you.

Max i s shocked, listening to MIdred s broadcast.

MAX
(to hinsel f)
How coul d an Anerican turn agai nst
their country in such a blatant way?

He stares down at his shattered kneecap, which will never
allow himto wal k properly again.

MAX ( CONT' D)
Don't pay any mnd to her, boys.

LOVE, WAR & FAME: 1943 - 1945

Mldred s resistance to anti-Ally political broadcasting is
now conpl etely weakened because of her infatuation with
Koi schwi t z.
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She becones the undisputed star of Reichsradio with her shows
Home Sweet Honme and M dge at the Mke. She basks in her
success and power, becoming difficult and egotistical to her
fell ow radi o co-workers.

BACK I N THE STATES - NEW YORK

Max Rosen returns hone and can't get the "Axis Sally"
broadcasts out of his mind. He sells his |law practice and
takes a | ow | evel position working for the US
Counterintelligence Corps in Washington, D.C.

He's quickly pronmoted to a | ead agent and convinces his
superiors to begin the process of assenbling evidence agai nst
pro-Nazi Americans, including Axis Sally.

INBERLIN - A RFT WTH OTTO

The "honeynoon" phase of Mldred' s affair with Gtto cones
crashing to a halt when she arrives to the studio and finds
himto be unexpectedly m ssing. Frederick Kaltenbach breaks
the news of his whereabouts.

FREDERI CK KALTENBACH
The Professor is at the hospital.
Didn't you know? Erna is having a
baby.

Mldred is shocked and despondent about the news that only
she was not aware of. She does not like that Gtto's focus
will now be on Erna and his fourth child. MlIldred al so
worries about the inpact the birth will have on her budding
relationship with to's ol der daughters, RENATA, HELENE and
SOPHI E.

Otorepairs his relationship with MIdred but she remains
di straught, especially during Oto's frequent visits to the
hospital to visit Erna and his new daughter, GAIL, as they
both recover froma distressed pregnancy.

THE WAR CLOSES I N

The war takes a toll on MIdred when her apartment is danaged
heavily in an AIR RAID, further adding to her fragile state.
Arriving home fromwork at 3AM she finds her place in ruins.
The continued ATTACKS on Berlin | eave many shaken.

Seeking a respite fromthe hospital and the attacks, Qto
takes MIldred and his daughters to the theater to see a film

As the credits roll, the lights go off and the buil ding
SHAKES. The AIR RAID SIRENS go off and the audience files
out into the street and the public bonb shelters.
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Qutside - Oto, Mldred and his daughters watch in horror as
the Berlin hospital burns in the distance. The hospital is
destroyed before their eyes. Qto's wife, Erna, his baby
Gai | and everyone in it perishes.

POW | NTERVI EW TOUR

Mldred and Oto | eave the perilous conditions of Berlin and
embark on a POWNinterview tour across prison canps in Holl and,
Bel gium and France. QOto | eaves his daughters wth trusted
fam |y nenbers who have a private bonb shelter.

On their POWtour, MIldred and Oto interview various American
prisoners of war for Reichsradio. During the interviews,

M ldred quickly realizes the anger and resentnment of the nen
she entertains. She is also nade aware of her various

ni cknanes.

AMERI CAN PRI SONER

(speaki ng to anot her

pri soner)
That's Axis Sally - the Berlin Bitch.
Wien | was on the battlefield, her
snmoot h voi ce and denoral i zi ng words
were |like a worm stuck inside ny
head.

Despite the hatred she receives on the road, Sally feels a
strange confort - she's famobus and everyone knows her nane.

Mldred realizes that "Axis Sally" has beconme nore than a
radi o personality. She is now a figure of alnost nythic
proportions and endl ess fascination to the servicenen.

The notoriety and scorn she receives fromUS sol di ers does
not take the cruelty and cynicismout of her broadcasts.
Instead, it fuels them

M LDRED
How many very nutil ated boys |'ve
seen and they've said to nme, "I don't

care how | get back, just so | get
back.” You see, that's the way they
t hi nk now. Wat do you suppose
they' Il think in later years when
there are no jobs for cripples?
That's the question.

Mldred also continues to rail against America.

M LDRED ( CONT' D)
I"d rather die for Germany than live
for one hundred years on mlk and
honey in the Jew sh Anmerica today.
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Fame and success always leads to imtators and M| dred becones
i ncensed when she di scovers that another fenale broadcaster
for the German governnent, naned Rl TA ZUCCA has co-opted

the "Axis Sally" nane.

Broadcasting from Rone, the soft voice of Zucca teamed up
with an ol der man, repeating the successful fornula that
M1 dred had created.

BACK I N THE STATES - WASHI NGTQN, D. C

A January, 1944 article in the Saturday Eveni ng Post brings
the name "Axis Sally" to the attention of mllions of American
civilians...

The article entitled "No O her Gal Like Axis Sal," is

witten by an Air Force weat her observer named Cor poral
Edward Van Dyne, describes the nightmarish effect that
her voice had on hinself and his fell ow servicenen

Max Rosen storms into the office of JOHN HARKINS, his boss
at the Counterintelligence Corps. He proudly and defiantly
sl aps down a copy of the Saturday Evening Post.

MAX
W' ve captured dozens of American
traitors but the biggest one is still
out there and we still don't know
who she is.

G ven the national exposure, Harkins gives Max approval to
make capturing Axis Sally his top priority.

IN BERLI N

A frail and coughing to Koischwitz returns to Berlin to
see a doctor. A day later, MIldred dials his office at the
radio building to check on him A strange voi ce answers the
phone.

RADI O VO CE
I"msorry Mss Gllars. Dr. Koishwitz
i s dead.

Ml dred drops the phone and col | apses. (Koischwitz died of
t ubercul osis and heart failure.)

Mldred s |lover - the man who convinced her to betray her
nati on, who protected her and gave her access to the highest
echel ons of German society is now gone.

Mldred returns to Berlin on a retreating troop train.
Central Berlin is heavily damaged by the continued bombi ng.
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Oto's service is held in a church adorned with the Nazi
flag. MIldred stands on one side of the coffin and Oto's
daught ers, Renata, Hel ene and Sophi e stand on the other.
The girls avoid maki ng eye contact with M| dred.

APRI L, 1945. The unconditional surrender of all German forces
officially turns MIdred and her fell ow Reichsradio
br oadcasters into fugitives.

MIldred is now on the run.

Wth Soviet forces entering Berlin, Mldred sits underneath
a table, wearing a beret and shakily snoking the butt of a
cigarette.

MOTOR FI RE approaches and she hears POUNDI NG on the front
entrance of her studio. She slips out the back door and
burrows hersel f under DEAD BODI ES until nightfall.

Max Rosen and his teamfromthe Counterintelligence Corps
(CQ arrive in Berlin to |locate nore individuals suspected
of collusion with the eneny, including all Anmericans who
have made pro-Nazi broadcasts.

Axis Sally is the CIC s prized target but MIdred proves
challenging to find, despite Max receiving numerous tips
about possi bl e suspects.

After nmuch searching, Max is inforned of the good news:
they've found Axis Sally and will be bringing her in for a
deposi tion.

Max deposes Sally and thinks sonething is not quite right,
and there is - sitting before himis R TA ZUCCA the copycat
Sal |y who had been broadcasting out of Italy. Zucca, an
attractive brunette around 30, is very pregnant.

Rermenbering the voice he heard when at the mlitary hospital
and on various recordings, he asks Rita how her bandl eader,
Di ck, is doing.

RI TA ZUCCA
M. Rosen, |'mprepared to confess
to a lot of things but having a
bandl eader is not one of them

Rita's response convinces Max. He tells his CICteamto
keep |l ooking - they still don't have the real Axis Sally.

THE CHASE, BERLIN - 1946

Max receives a breakthrough in his search for Axis Sally.
RAYMOND KURTZ, a B-17 pilot, who had been shot down and
captured by the Germans, recalls that he was told the woman
who had visited himin the prison canp was M dge of M dge at
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the Mke. Kurtz renenbers that the wonman used an ali as:
Barbara El|liot.

Max and his CI C team pl ace wanted posters for Barbara Elli ot
t hr oughout all occupi ed sectors of Berlin.

Max has a plan: as a fugitive without identification papers,
Axis Sally would have to purchase food through the bl ack

mar ket and would Iikely have to sell her property to

consi gnnent shops to obtain hard currency.

MAX
(to his ClICteam
W' | | stakeout every consi gnment
shop in Berlin. She'll have to turn

up eventually to collect nobney or
recl ai m her property.

After weeks of waiting and watching, Max receives a tip from
a fornmer neighbor that Axis Sally had | eft some bel ongi ngs
in a basement cellar adjacent fromher former apartnent.

The CI C wal k down the cavernous cellar and pry evidence.

Max finds seven acetate records containing full progranms
featuring the voice of Axis Sally - a treasure-trove of
evi dence agai nst her.

Max' s investigation picks up further nmonentum when he finds
a small table that belonged to Axis Sally at a shop hi dden
away on an isol ated side street.

The STORE OMNER, gives up the nane of the person who had

sold the table to the shop. After sonme intense interrogation,
the TABLE SELLER, admits having sold the item and provides
the nost inportant bit of information yet - the name of Axis
Sally: Mldred Gllars.

Mldred sits in her apartnent, quietly sipping tea from her
bel oved Gernan teacup set.

There is a |loud bang at the door. Unfazed, M Idred continues
to sip her tea. The door BURSTS open and several GCerman
pol i ceman and CI C corps officers storminto the apartnent.
Max Rosen trails theminto the apartnent.

MAX ROSEN
Mldred Gllars, you are under arrest.

Mldred is dragged off to prison. Max allows her to take
only her tea cups and a photograph of the man she called her
"destiny" - OQtto Koischwtz.
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THE TRIAL: 1946 - 1948

A swarm of correspondents and phot ographers surround M| dred
as she approaches the C 54 transport taking her to Washi ngton,
DC for her trial. She drinks in the attention that has el uded
her, posing for photos. One of the reporters asks about her
wartine activities.

M LDRED
When in Germany, do as the Germans
do.

MIldred bids adieu to the press and clinbs the stairs into
the waiting plane.

WASHI NGTON, D. C

Max Rosen works closely with JOHN KELLEY, a cool and

nmet hodi cal Departnent of Justice prosecutor, to assenble a
case against Mldred. They are pitted against MIldred' s

| awyer, JAMES LAUGHLI N, an energetic, fearless and brazen
def ense attorney, known for manipulating the media to his
client's advantage.

The trial begins. Mldred strides into the courtroom guided
by eight US marshals. She takes her position at the defense
tabl e al ongsi de Janes Laughlin. Mldred slips off a black
fur-trinmed coat and smles at her stepsister, EDNA MAE, her

| ast surviving fam |y nenber, sitting in the front row

Mldred s skin is caked with heavy nmakeup, giving her an
orange tone. She |looks |ike a forty-eight year old wonan,
desperately trying to be twenty-four.

In his opening statenent, John Kelley tells the jury that it
will be Mldred' s own words that will convict her. He points
out a stack of 29 acetate recordings, found by Max Rosen,
sitting near a waiting phonograph.

Janmes Laughlin argues vigorously on MIdred' s behal f,
presenting the case of a hel pless prisoner, held behind eneny
lines, acting against her own will in order to survive.

A hard-fought trial ensues filled with many witnesses,
i ncluding PONs who met MIdred during her prison tour with
Oto Koischwitz.

The trial is not without its theatrics and when the jury
listens to a particularly damagi ng broadcast where she refers
to Anerican pilots as "nurderers,” Mldred falls to the fl oor
unconsci ous.

The trial hinges on a key point: Did MIldred sign her oath
of allegiance to Germany to save her life or to sinply "live?"
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In her testinony, MIdred does not hel p her case.

M LDRED ( CONT' D)
It is obvious that one has to |ive
sonehow, and after all...

LAUGHLI N
So, did you sign (the allegiance to
Germany) To save your life?

M LDRED
Vell, | signed it in order to live.

On March 25, 1949, MIldred Gllars is sentenced to serve 10 -
30 years in prison for broadcasting Nazi propaganda in Wrld
Var 11

Surprisingly, the jury throws out seven of the eight counts
in the governnment's indictment and convicts MIldred on the
singl e count of engaging in a broadcast entitled "Vision of
I nvasi on. "

The nel odramatic "Vision," witten by Oto Koi schwtz,
was broadcast to American troops in My, 1944, just a
nont h before they sailed across the English Channel and
stormed the German-held coast of France in the Normandy
i nvasi on, June 6.

In the broadcast, played during the trial, MIdred
luridly and in gruesone detail depicts the horrors that
awai ted any Allied attenpt to attack Hitler's "Festung
Europa" (translation: Fortress Europe). "Festung Europa
is a Nazi propaganda termreferring to Hitler's plan to
fortify all of Europe under Nazi rule.

When JUDGE EDWARD CURRAN fi ni shes his brief words of judgnent,
M1l dred throws back her head and is ushered out of the
courtroom wal king in short, swift steps.

Max Rosen stands gratifyingly relieved as M| dred wal ks past
him on her way to jail.

WELCOVE TO ALDERSON, WEST VIRG NI A: 1948 - 1961

Mldred arrives at the Al derson Federal Reformatory for Wnen,
the first Federal prison dedicated to housing fenale innmates.

Mldred i nmedi ately establishes a reputation as a difficult
diva with an air of superiority. She is also |eft alone by
fellow prisoners as runors swirl about the frightening traitor
who nmade | anpshades out of the skins of U S. soldiers.

She eventually adjusts to prison life and | eads the Catholic
choir. A Catholic priest, FATHER KERRI GAN, takes an interest
in the enbittered prisoner.
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M|l dred devel ops admiration and respect for Father Kerrigan
and eventually converts to Roman Cat holicism

1961. Father Kerrigan serves as a key character witness in
Mldred' s parole hearing and she is released into the hands
of "Qur Lady of Bethlehem Convent” in Col unmbus, OChio.

THE CONVENT: 1961..

Enmerging fromprison and greeting a smattering of reporters,
M|l dred exudes the grace of an aging, forgotten actress
redi scover ed.

For a nonent, she is once again basking in the gl ow of
attention but she is different. As the reporters FIGHT to
get an interview on a foggy West Virginia norning, she does
not yield to their requests, gets into a car and rides away
into the mst.

Mldred settles into a teaching position at the convent's
school and becones a |iked and val ued nenber of the teaching
staff.

THE VISIT

After several years out of the public eye, MIdred receives
avisitor - it's Max Rosen. Max enters the convent visiting
area, walking gingerly with a cane - his WVWII injury now

feeling worse in his old age.

Max is greeted politely by MIdred, who prepares them both
tea. Max has a sinple request - he wants to know the truth
about Axis Sally. D d she broadcast anti-Anerican atrocities
to save her life or was she truly a Nazi supporter?

MAX
Were you wor ki ng agai nst your will?
Did you believe those atrocious things
you were saying? About Anericans?
About the Jews? Please tell ne.
After all these years, | have to
know t he truth.

M LDRED
M. Rosen, | was sinply a
pr of essi onal broadcaster in Gernmany
when the U S. entered the war. It
was ny job. Besides, | was very
much in love with a German and hoped
to marry him At the time, | felt |
could love the United States and
still work for the Berlin Broadcasting
Cor por ati on.

Mldred sits back in her chair and takes a sip of tea.
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M LDRED ( CONT' D)
(letting out a sigh)
I never thought he would die.

MAX
VWho?

M LDRED
ato.

Max sits back in his chair, a bit exasperated. He sips from
his teacup, starring at MIldred as she nonchal antly does the
sane.

Max | ooks nore closely at MIdred' s tea cup as she sips. |t
is the same teacup she took fromHtler years ago.

Staring further at the BOTTOM of the teacup, Max notices the
words "Festung Europa" witten in cursive. Belowthe witing
is a small Nazi swasti ka.

Max's eyes open widely. Hi s teacup slightly spills as his
hand starts to shake.

M ldred continues to sip her tea calmy and quietly. She
stares knowi ngly back at Max.

FADE QUT.
THE END
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