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FADE | N:
SUPER

"According to H's will, Amaris, a gift fromGod, will mark
the end of this age".

- unaccredited translati on from Hebr ew
EXT. SPACE - EARTH ORBI T - DAY

A glorious inmage of Earth. A thin blue haze. The cradl e of
all life.

The International Space Station glides by, a netallic
insect-1like marvel, buzzing with electronic chatter.

We drop out of orbit towards the surface. Rivulets of
cloud drape over famliar, yet altered | andnasses.

Coastlines are eroded and | andscapes pockmarked |ike a
gl obal necrotic |lesion. The pol ar caps have nelted.

North American cities cone into view Each a throbbing
pi npl e, encrusted by suburban spraw .

A luxurious helicopter skirts decrepit, prefabricated
housi ng. Opul ence contrasted with poverty.

SUPER

"Fort Wayne, TX. Honme of New Houston. 2045".

| NT. HELI COPTER - OVER GREATER FORT WAYNE - DAY

M CHAEL DI MON, Wite House Chief of Staff, 30s, handsone
ggfgh;e a weak chin, stares out the window at the filth

Next to himsits DARREN, his red-headed assistant, early
20s. He works on a | aptop conputer

EXT. FORT WAYNE - DAY

The helicopter drops into diffuse light, scattered by
thick snmpbg. It weaves in and out of highrises.

Touchdown on a rooftop helipad. The engi ne whi nes as power
is cut to the rotors.

| NT. HELI COPTER

Passengers and crew don discrete face-masks and pull heavy
coats over their shoul ders.



EXT. HELI PAD.

The air is thick and turbulent. D non and Darren di senbark
towards a waiting contingent of equally insul ated
| NDI VI DUALS.

CH EF BOB ENTEGA, 50s, holding on to his brawny physi que,
breaks the line and steps forward with an open palm They
have to speak up to be heard over the din.

DI MON
M ke Di non. Wi te House Chief of
Staff.

CHI EF
Fl i ght Chief Entega. Wl cone to
NASA.

Di mon grips his hand and is ushered into the buil ding.
| NT. NEW HOUSTON - NASA M SSI ON CONTRCL - DAY
The group hustles though a sterile corridor lit by

full -spectrumlight. They renove the air-filters and unzip
t heir overcoats.

CHI EF
Thank you for com ng. The others
are still arriving.

DI MON

VWhere is it now?

CHI EF
It stopped.

D non gl ances back at Darren who returns his | ook.

DI MON
\Wer e?

CHI EF
About a mile fromthe space
station.

DI MON

What’s it doi ng?

CHI EF
Not hing. As far as we can tell.

DI MON
And t he crew?

CHI EF
W' ve | ost cont act.

The group hasten around a corner.



| NT. NASA BRI EFI NG ROOM - DAY

They enter a roomwhere lights are dimed to highlight a
| arge central hol ographic projection of the Internationa
Space Station orbiting Earth.

A group of SU TS and TECHNICIANS sit in tiers around the
di spl ay.

An arnmed GUARD pulls the door shut.
CUT TO
SUPER
Streets of Chicago.
Four weeks earlier.
EXT. STREETS OF CHI CAGO - DUSK

A ragi ng sea of nmasked PROTESTORS advance. The swel |
breaks upon rows of RIOT PCLICE and military vehicles.

Pro-environnental, anti-governnent and anti-corporation
protest signs flail and collide within the throng.

Snoke grenades and gas canisters fill the air. Individuals
energe fromthe fog bank to pitch the canisters back at
t he police.

EXT. STREETS OF CHI CAGO - DUSK - EVOLVI NG

I ndi stinct streets are filled with SMOKE.
WIll-0 -the-wisps, small trash fires, pierce the gloom
Peopl e SHOUT and CHOKE

Now a barrage of rubber bullets sends the crowmd into a
pani c. The police charge. Chaos.

NATHAN ' NATE' BASSETT, 30s, athletic, runs in a skul
mask. He sees a fell ow PROTESTER, caught |like a deer in
headl i ghts. Rubber bullet |aunchers trained upon him

Nate breaks into a sprint. Tackles the protester into a
side alley. They roll together behind a dunpster.

EXT. ALLEY - DUSK
PROTESTER
(wi nded)
Son of a bitch. Thanks, brother.

Nat e renmoves his mask and sucks air. Light from nearby
fires illumnates his face. He extends a hand.



NATE
Yeah, that got out of hand pretty
damm qui ck
(beat)
Nat e.

PROTESTER
John.

The conrades clasp hands as a gas cani ster ricochets off a
nearby wall and | ands next to them

Nat e replaces his mask, grabs the canister and wheels
around the corner to return the bel ching can. He cones
face to face with a gas-nmasked FI GURE dressed in bl ack
Kevl ar .

Caught off guard he freezes. The officer welds a | arge
bat on and clubs himon the side of head.

DI SSOLVE TO VWHI TE:
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - CHI CAGO MERCY HOSPI TAL - DAY

Nate wakes to find hinself in bed. The hospital roomis
DRAB and BASI C.

He tries to sit up, but the pain in his head convinces him
otherwi se. A wall-munted TV catches his attention.

ON SCREEN

Voi ce of a REPORTER | nmages of nobs, police, snoke and
fire.

REPORTER (V. O
As you can see, violence
continues to escal ate across the
nation. Once passive, the
anti-governnent sentinent has
grown to include |arge
corporations and their
billionaire C E Gs. Blane for the
decline in the environnent and a
nmounting fl ood refugee burden
bei ng pl aced squarely on their
shoul ders.

An i ntercom BUZZES
NURSE (V. Q)
Vel cone back. How are you
feeling, sweetie?

Nate | ooks for the source of the voice. Realizes it’'s an
intercomand rests his head back on the pillow



Above, the white tiled ceiling has brown noisture stains.
Leaks from conceal ed pi pi ng.

NATE
(hoar se)
['mfine. Where am | ?

The door opens and a NURSE enters. She turns the vol une
down on the TV and ritually tucks in his sheets and
adj usts the pillow.

NURSE
Chi cago Mercy. The police brought
you in last night. W have about
twenty of you here. Protestors |
mean. There’s soneone here to see
you. Do you feel up for a
visitor?

NATE
Sure. Could I please have a gl ass
of water?

The nurse turns to | eave the room

NURSE
O course, hun.

Nate reaches to his head. There’'s a good-sized welt. He
rubs the side of his torso and w nces.

The door opens again to an inpressive sight. Comrander
JAMES HAM LTON, | ate 30s, handsome, angl ed features.

He's in full mlitary uniform Face stern.

NATE
Jesus. What are you doi ng here?

JAMES
| ve just cone to see what Kkind
of mess you’ ve nade of
yourself...l can’t stay.

NATE
|’mfine, no big deal. Just a few
brui ses and a hell of a hangover.

JAMES
(sotto)
What the hell were you thinking?
Just a few brui ses? A headache?

NATE
Real ly, 1'mfine.



JAMES
|’ ve been on the phone al
norning with command. They want ed
to bunp you.

The nurse returns to place two gl asses of water on the
side table next to a bed-pan. Nate sips the water.

JAMES (CONT’ D)
They’'re going to give you a
coupl e days to get your act
t oget her then they want a ful
health report filed. You re on
thin ice, bud.

NATE
| said I'’mfine.

James hol ds out rectangul ar box w apped in gol den paper.

JANMVES
Her e.

NATE
VWhat' s this?

JAVES
Sorry we missed your birthday.
|’ ve been holding onto this for
you.

Nate unwaps the gift. A bottle of single nmalt scotch.

NATE
| can’t accept this.
JANMVES
lt’s fromJill and |I. She sends

her | ove.
Nate turns the bottle in his hand. D stant.

JAMES ( CONT’ D)
You should call. O visit. She' d
| ove to see you

NATE
How i s she?

JAMES
She’s good. M sses her brother.

NATE
And t he baby?



JAMES
| sabel l e. Not so much a baby
anynore. She’'s six. They're both
at the | ake house while |I'm here.
You renenber where that is,
right?

Nat e defl ects an unconfortable confrontation --

NATE
Where did you get this scotch?

JAMES
| know some peopl e.

NATE
Well thanks. | really appreciate
it.

Nat e pours the water fromthe gl asses into the bed-pan. He
pulls the cork and pours nore than a few fingers into each
gl ass.

NATE ( CONT' D)
VWhat shall we drink to?

JAMES
Your dad? The finest connoi sseur
of single malt this side of the
hi ghl ands.

Nat e pauses. A brief smle and he raises his gl ass.

NATE
Dad.

JANMVES
Cheers.

James takes a small sip while Nate, after a long breath to
savor the aroma, downs the contents of the gl ass.

JAMVES (CONT’ D)
| figured he’d be on your m nd.

Nate nods. He turns the glass in his hand.

JAMVES (CONT' D)
An anmazi ng scientist.

NATE
Yeah, well, it’s a shanme no one
would [isten to hi mback then.

JANMVES
G eat nen are dooned to failure
when | esser nmen wi eld the power.

( MORE)



JAMES (cont’ d)
Look, your new sensors have a | ot
of potential. He wanted to save
the planet. Maybe it’s not too
| ate. You can finish what he
started.

NATE
Maybe. |If the sensors can give us
a di agnosi s.

Nate pours hinself another, nore reasonable glass. Now he
si ps and savors the flavor.

NATE ( CONT' D)
Damm, that’s good.

JAMES
| have to go. Spend the night
here. 1’'Il have soneone pick you
up in a couple days for the
physical ... and take it easy with
the Scotch, in your condition.

He wal ks out. Nate calls after him

NATE
|’m fine!

| NT. NATE' S APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Nate wal ks into the living roomof a conpact apartnent he
occupi es alone. Three |l arge cases sit by the door. One is
enbl azoned with the NASA | ogo.

It’s rustic and honely. Shelves are packed with books. On
a wall, a painting of a cabin, deep in the woods.

Scant phot ographs dot the apartnment. A couple of vistas
with Nate alone. One of Nate with Janmes and his bride.

Anot her, nore promnently placed, shows a six-year-old
Nate with an adult nmale. Both wear baseball clothing, caps
and big smles.

On the dining table a fruit bow, enpty but for an old
battered BASEBALL.

He picks it up and turns the soft, famliar leather in his
hand. H s thunb rubs over the rough strings.



| NT. HOUSTON - NASA TRAI NI NG FACILITY - LAB - DAY

Nate, face beaded with sweat, pants into a respirator.
He’s on a treadm ||, hooked up to various types of
equi prent .

Nurrer ous hi gh-tech nodul es are nonitored by TECHNI Cl ANS i n
| ong white robes and white surgical bonnets.

TECHNI ClI AN
Three... two... one... Ckay.

A tech halts the exercise. The treadm ||l WH NES to a sl ow
st op.

TECHNI Cl AN ( CONT’ D)
Fi nger.

Nate presents his forefinger. The tech attaches a devi ce.
A BUZZ. A small spot of blood swells into a | arge drop.
It’s drawn into the device.

TECHNI CI AN
Thank you, sir. You're all done.

Nat e renoves the respirator and pulls |l eads fromhis arns
and neck.

He catches sight of Flight engi neer SARAH BROCKWORTH, 40s,
| ean, brunette hair in a bun, entering the | ab.

NATE
Sar ah!

She wal ks over and they exchange a hug.

NATE
When did you get in?
SARAH
This norning. Just got out of a
briefing.
NATE
Great to see you.
SARAH
You too. | heard you al nost got

your sel f grounded.

NATE
Nah, just a runor.

James appears outside the |ab and raps on he wi ndow. He
waves his hand to summon them



10.

I NT. NASA - JAVES OFFI CE - DAY

Wal |'s decorated with degrees. On a nahogany desk a
conputer and a portrait of Janes, Jill and their daughter.

James pl ops down a stack of manila folders. He half-sits
on the corner as he addresses them

JAMES
| ve just been briefed that Sinon
Skaryota is our expedition
benef act or .

NATE
Seriously? It’s about tine he
t ook sonme damm responsibility.
Made billions raping the planet,
now he’s finally growm a
consci ence?

Janes di sregards.

JAMVES
That's not all. He’s com ng.

NATE
Com ng where?

JAMES
Wth us.

NATE
To the 1.S.S.?

JAMES
Nat e.

NATE

(st andi ng)

No, no, no. Janes, the guy is a
maj or asshol e.

JAVES
(standi ng; confronting)
Hey, stow that shit.

NATE
He’'s a civilian. This is a
critical environnental salvage
m ssi on.

JAMES
Hi s condition for funding this
expedition was to take the junp
seat .
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NATE
| was just at a freaking protest
outsi de his offices.

JAMES
He doesn’t need to know about
that. This is sone kind of
bucket-list thing. It’'s
happeni ng. Ckay. That's all.

Nate throws up his hands and wal ks out.

JAMES ( CONT’ D)
Nat e!

He doesn’t respond.
EXT. ISS FACILITY - COURTYARD - DAY

Several large SUVs slide to a stop on gravel.

SI MON SKARYOTA |1, |ate 30s, handsonme and sharpy dressed,
exits the car. He's followed by a full entourage - a
security detail, several assistants and a nunber of TV
Crews.

Si nron approaches the wel com ng party including Janes,
Nat e, Sarah and Chi ef Entega. They are joined by m ssion
commander TOM " SCOOTER' LEVI SON, 50s, seasoned and rugged.

Sinon salutes. He’'s greeted with outstretched pal ns.

CHI EF
On behal f of NASA and the
engi neers and crew of Expedition
one-one-three it’s ny pleasure to
wel cone you to New Houst on.

SCOOTER

Tom Levi son, M ssion comrmander.
SI MON

Ni ce one. Cheers. Thanks very

much. I’mexcited to get started.
SCOOTER

W were expecting you yesterday.
| hope everything is okay.

SI MON
Yeah, well, business, you know? A
few | oose ends to tie up before
the big trip.

Phot ogr aphers eagerly record every nonent.
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CHI EF
Well, if you re ready we shoul d
go in. Launch is still on
schedul e.

SI MON

(to entourage)
Alright you lot. Shoo. Gt. Gt!

Sinon turns to his assistant. He plants a deep kiss on
her, his hand squeezes a butt cheek. Sinon wal ks away,
arnms raised |ike a rock star.

SI MON ( CONT’ D)
Ckay, let’s do this.

Nat e and Sarah exchange an exacer bat ed | ook.
NATE
(whi spers)

| told you he’s an asshol e. How
| ong we stuck with hinf

SARAH
Six nonths -- | already want to
slap himin that stupid grin.

JAMES
Knock it off. From now on you
keep a tight lid on that.

Nat e and Sarah point at each other like Janes is referring
to the other. They follow the group.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE - DAY
Vast, endl ess space.

A smal |l confined oasis, a Soyuz capsul e, glides under
nmonment um t owar ds the | SS.

I NT. SPACE - SOYUZ CAPSULE - DAY

JAMES
There she is.

NATE
That’ s no nopon..

Sarah gives hima side glance and rolls her eyes.

In the distance the International Space Station floats
serenely above the earth.
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SARAH
We’'re vectored and our approach
i s under gui dance control. E. T.A
five m nutes.

JAVES
Roger, five m nutes.

SI MON
| s anyone else feeling a little
uneasy with this?

JAMES
Wth what?
Nate smles, like he's about to drop a "bonb".
SARAH
(to Nate)
| swear, if you say "l have a bad
feeling about this" I"'mgoing to

punch you in the balls.

SI MON
Well, we’'re going to be sitting
two hundred m | es above the earth
inatin can half owned by the

Russi ans.
NATE
So?
SI MON
Tensions on Earth are pretty
hi gh.
SARAH

You worried the Russi an sci ence
team | eft us sonme kind of
surprise?

SI MON
They’'re not all scientists,
right? | nean, the Russians send
mlitary. Just |ike we do.

JAMES
W’ ve been tag-teaming like this
for twenty years. The station is
too inportant for anyone to screw
it up.

S| MON
So, it's safe?

The crew exchange a | ook of surprise at this adm ssion of
appr ehensi on.
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JAVES
On final approach. Initiate
docki ng sequence.

SARAH
Initiating.

The capsul e docks with the ISS.
The crew busy thensel ves with exit preparations.
INT. ISS - SCI ENCE MODULE - DAY

The crew are changed into fatigues. They pour over | ogs
and swi tch-over protocols.

This | eaves Sinon to float around the nodul e as he adapts
to zero-G

JAMES
Sinon. Let ne give you a tour of
the station.

James and Sinon | eave Sarah and Nate to finish up
initiating the American expedition protocols.

INT. 1SS - COMVAND MODULE - LATER

Janmes and Sinon sit at a conputer console. Their faces
illTumnated with the dimartificial |light of the 3-D
noni t or.

Nat e and Sarah pull thenselves into the command nodul e
usi ng manual naneuvering grips secured to the walls
t hroughout the station.

NATE
You two | ook cozy.

JAMES
The Russi ans | eave everything in
order?

NATE

Yep. A few nore booby-traps than
normal , but we’'re good.

Nat e gi ves Sinon a w nk.

SARAH
W’ re clear to | og the exchange
on your go.

JAMES
(into comm
Houston, this is I.S.S. W re go
for exchange.



HUSTON (V. Q)
Affirmative 1.S. S., Roscosons has
passed the baton. Mssion is a
11} goII .

JAMES

(into comm
Roger .

JAMES

Alright, we're in the driver’s
seat ki ds.

SI MON
So, what happens now?

NATE
"1l put the coffee on.

He pulls hinself towards the exit.

JAVES
M| k, three sugars.

SARAH
Bl ack.

INT. 1SS - SCl ENCE MODULE - DUSK

Nate is busy stowi ng his environnmental sensors.

Sarah checks station vitals and runs di agnosti cs.

SARAH
So what do you think?

NATE
About what ?

SARAH
Space. The 1.S.S. This is your
first tinme. What do you think?

NATE
Well, it snells Iike the inside
of a goat’s ass and unl ess ny
head stops spinning I m ght spend
the next six nonths puking up ny

ki dneys.

SARAH
That snell is probably you and
the spinning will stop in a few

hours. Get sone sleep. It’1l
hel p.

15.
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NATE
No, I'Il be alright. The humis
soot hing. And just bei ng away
fromEarth is worth the nausea.

SARAH
What about Sinon? You think you
can cope with hinf

NATE
Hal f of himthinks he’'s a big
shot. But the other half is just
one alarmfrompissing in his
pants.

SARAH
| guess we’'re in for an
interesting few nonths.

NATE
Don't worry. I’mnot going to
bl ow himout the air |ock or
anyt hi ng.

SARAH

Good to know.
Nat e pauses.

NATE
It'’s like fifty-fifty.

SARAH
You know he has a T.V. interview
arranged for tonorrow? We're all
supposed to be there.

NATE
Yeah. | packed a pair of ass-Iless
chaps, just for that.

I NT. SPACE - |ISS - N GHT

The crew are in their respective berths. Each to their own
nighttinme rituals. Lights out on their first day.

I NT. SPACE - |SS - REC MODULE - DAWN

Nate runs on a "Col bert"” zero-Gtreadm||. James wor ks out
wi th resistance bungees. Sarah pops into the nodul e.

SARAH
We have Sinon’s interview in
thirty mnutes. You m ght wanna
clean up a little.

Bot h nmen exchange a | ook and Nate reluctantly brings the
treadm || to a stop. Sarah notices his disdain.
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SARAH ( CONT’ D)

(to Nate)
Especially you, you stinky
bast ar d.

She smles at Nate and his w de-eyed expression feigns
shock. Janes eyes them both and grins to hinself.

I NT. SPACE - | SS - OBSERVATI ON PCD - DAY

Nate arrives to find his way bl ocked by a | arge banner
stretched across the entry. He slides by and energes into
the pod with the other astronauts.

Behi nd him he sees the sign. It’s full of |ogos.

SI MON
Nate. You' re just in tine. Wuld
you m nd operating the canera?

Si non passes the |ISS handhel d broadcast canera. Nate is
about to lose it, but Janes catches his eye with a stern
| ook.

Nate rai ses the canera and pulls the trigger to shoot.

SI MON
okay, it’s tine.

Si mon un-nutes the TV. A REPORTER, DAN ELLE (20s), novice,
isin the mddle of her report. Sinobn snatches a random
work sl ate and activates a hol ographi ¢ docunent.

DANI ELLE

(i n progress)
-- at any given tine there are
between three to six Anmerican
astronauts or Russian cosnonauts
aboard the 1.S.S. Yet, what you
m ght not know is that NASA gets
alot of its funding from space
tourists. W have a very speci al
guest today who's joining us live
fromthe 1.S.S. You nay know him
M. Sinon Skaryot a.

The gat hered crowd CHEER and SCREAM about the reporter.

DANI ELLE ( CONT’ D)
Let’s see if we can get M.
Skaryota on the nonitor, shal
we? -- M. Skaryota,
do- you-read- ne?

The feed is picked up and broadcast on a nassive screen in
front of the crowd. Sinon |ooks up fromthe slate as if
caught in the mddle of a very inportant task.
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SI MON
Loud and clear, Danielle. Wl cone
to the 1.S.'S. And please, call ne
Si non.

The crowd erupt again.

DANI ELLE
Well, Sinon, it’s a real honor to
be talking with you today. How is
deep space?

SI MON
Danielle, I have to tell you it’s
great to be up here. It’s like
second nature. | underwent

significant training with NASA
pr of essi onal s before | eaving
Eart h.

Nat e shoots Janes a glance. Janes is fixed and sm|ling at
the canmera. There is a brief flash of STATIC on the
nmoni t or.

DANI ELLE
Wonderful . And what are you
wor ki ng on up there? Can you tel
us a bit about your m ssion?

SI MON
VWll, Danielle ny crew and | are
wor ki ng on a very inportant set
of experinents that will lead to
huge i nprovenents for the
environnment. As you know, all of
my conpanies are commtted to the
envi ronnental issue back on
Eart h.

Nat e shoots another, nore intense | ook at Janes who i s now
fidgeting with his uniform

There is another flicker of STATIC, longer this tine.
James throws an accusatory | ook at Nate.

JANVES
Nat e.

NATE
It’s not ne.

SI MON
We appear to be experiencing sone
technical difficulties here. Are
you still receiving ne, Danielle?
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DANI ELLE
Yes, |oud and cl ear commander. We
have you com ng through --

The feed is cut. The screen filled with STATIC. POW
Li ghts and power are extingui shed.

NATE
VWhat the shit?

S| MON
What the hell is going on?

JAMES
Everyone stay cal m

CRUNCH. A spectral G.OWenmanates froma florescent stick
in Janmes’ hand.

The others follow suit. Each nowillumnnated by a dim
personal |ight.

JAMES ( CONT' D)
Okay. Let’'s work the problem
Di agnosis. What failed and what’s
t he solution? Sinon, please wait
i n your cabin.

They separate and nove w th purpose.
INT. 1SS - COMVAND MODULE - LATER

Dark. Cold. Dust and debris sparkle within shafts of
bri ght sunlight pouring from observation w ndows.

Two figures, barely visible in the dark, jockey over the
control panel

NATE
Not hi ng. W’ ve got not hi ng.

JAVES
That’ s i npossi bl e.

NATE
Power, 2, heating, all down.

JAMVES
W're in trouble.

NATE
| have an idea. But you' re not
going to like it.

JAMVES
You coul d have just said "I have
an idea". | already know |’ m not

going to like it.



NATE
Ni ce.

JAMES
Ckay, what is it.

NATE
By- pass the safeguard. Tap the
batteries directly.

JAVES
(grimaces)
Sonet hi ng el se.

NATE
There is nothing el se. W re out
of options and runni ng out of

time.
JAMVES
W can’t do that.
NATE
| can.
Janmes t hi nks.
JAMES
(shout s)
Sar ah!
SARAH (V. Q)
Yeah?
JAMES

Tell nme you got sonething.

Sarah joins themin the command nod.

SARAH
Not hi ng. This | ooks bad.

JAVES
Nate wants to by-pass the
saf eguard and boot up directly
fromthe batteries.

SARAH
(grimaces)
| don't like it, but it could
wor K.

JAVES
There’s a lot riding on "could".



NATE
| don’t think we have any choice
her e.

I NT. SPACE - |ISS - LATER

21.

| ndi stinct SHOUTS. Darkness. A suggestion of novenment. A

fl ashlight.
JAMES (V. Q)
There. No, right there. Pull it.
NATE (V. Q)
It ain’t noving.
JAMES (V. Q)

Cut the damm thing.
Fl ashl i ghts quest in the dark.

NATE (V. Q)
Hold it steady. | can’t see shit.

A panel in the wall of the nodule is renoved. Light spills
out illumnating a pair of protruding Iegs.
SCRAPI NG of netal on nmetal. A CLINK
NATE (V. Q)
Argh! Damm it!
JAMES (V. Q)
Shi t!
Janmes pulls hinself out. Dishevel ed.
JAMES
Si non? Sinon! Wiere the hell. ..
Sarah! W need a torch.
SARAH (V. Q)
|"min the console.
JAMES
Now. This is going to nelt-down.
| NT. SPACE - ISS - COMVAND MOD - CONTI NUOUS
Sarah, hair spilling fromher bun, an armburied to the

shoul der behind a control panel. A flashlight between her

t eet h.

JAMES ( CONT’ D)
Sar ah!
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SARAH
Ar gh!

Sarah extricates her arm and pushes away fromthe panel
towards the exit. Flashlight in her nouth.

I NT. SPACE - | SS - SCI ENCE MOD - CONTI NUQUS

Shi vering, Sarah yanks the ice-cold netal handle of a
storage unit. It creaks open. She grabs a small torch
pi nned to the inside.

She pulls for the portal. Her light finds Janes’ |egs at
t he other end of the tech nodul e.

SARAH
Janes!

James twi sts his body fromthe panel.

She | obs the torch. It tunbles towards Janes. He snatches
it out of the air and di sappears back into the panel.

JAMES
Here. Hurry.

A POP. Fl ashes of blue light. Replaced by a warm orange
gl ow.

NATE (V. Q)
Got it. Now

JAMVES
Sar ah, get back there.

Sarah is already back at the control panel. Her breath
vi si bl e as she sucks the frigid air

SARAH
Don"t wait for ne.

JAMES (V. 0.)
Do it.

Sarah grinmaces as she strains against a resistant force
behi nd the control panel. A SNAP

BLI NK, BLINK, BLINK. Light returns to the ISS. A VH RL of
notors and air begins to rush fromvents. The station
noans as it sighs a deep breath. Lazarus returns fromthe
dead.
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I NT. SPACE - |ISS - TECH MOD - CONTI NUOUS

NATE (V. Q)
Got you, you son-of-a-bitch

Janmes reappears fromthe panel. Face beaded with a cold
sweat .

Nat e energes, covered in dust and grease.

JAVES
That was damm st upi d.

NATE
Wrked didn't it?

JAMES
You' re | ucky.

Nate dism sses it with a Cheshire grin. Wpes his hands on
his junpsuit and bl ows warm breath into them

James fingers the intercom

JAVES ( CONT’ D)

Sar ah?
[ pause]
SARAH (V. Q)
Recei vi ng.
JAMES
Looks |i ke the bypass worked.
SARAH (V. Q)
Yep.
JAMES

We're comng to you
Janes pulls for the command nod with Nate in tow
I NT. SPACE - ISS - COMVAND MOD - MOMENTS LATER

Sarah is curled up over the air vent.

JAVES
You okay?

SARAH
Define "Ckay".

NATE

Fi ngers and toes intact?
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She confirms the presence of her mddle finger for him
They share a smle. It |lasts a nano-second | onger than

ei t her expected.
JAVES
Let’s find out what the hell
happened.

James throws on a headset and keys the conm

JAMES
Houston, this is |I.S. S.
Si | ence.
JAMES ( CONT' D)
Houston, this is |.S. S., cone in.
Not hi ng.

He pulls out the jack and renoves the headset.

switch for the PA.

JAMES ( CONT' D)
Houston, this is I.S. S., do you
copy?
(several beats)
Houst on, do you copy? This is
|.S. S

Nate joins himat the console.

JAVES
External coms didn’'t come back
up.
NATE
Maybe we fried the rel ay?
JAMES
Sarah, | need a diagnostic.

Sarah, sat at a console, fingers the keyboard.

SARAH

Already on it.

(beat)
| " m not seei ng anyt hi ng.

(beat)
Al'l systenms are nom nal. No
mal functions. W' re just not
sendi ng or receiving signal.

Fl i cks the

From the port Sinon appears, wapped in a warm bl anket .



25.

NATE
Ni ce of you to show up.
SI MON
What happened?
JAMES
W' re not sure, yet.
SI MON
| didn’t pay to be entonbed up
her e.
JAMES
| msorry. This never happens.
SI MON
Never ?
NATE
Hardly ever.
JAMES
Nat e!
NATE
Wha' ?
JAMES
(to Sinon)

Are you okay?
Si non sul ks out of the nodul e.

NATE
Wast e of oxygen.

JANVES
Cut that shit out.

NATE
| m gonna check on the sensors.

Nate pulls hinmself fromthe nodul e | eavi ng James and Sar ah
t o exchange concerned | ooks.

| NT. SPACE - ISS - COMVAND MOD - NI GHT
James pours over protocols at the command consol e as Sarah
joins him

SARAH
Vell, | can’t find anything wong
with the hardware. Di agnhostic are
cl ear.



JAMES
Run it again. If nothing shows up
we' |l have to go E.V. A to check
it manually. | want an up-link to

Houston A. S. A P.

SARAH
Al right. Were are those two?

JAVES
In the Sci-nod. Hopefully nmaking
friends.

SARAH
s that wi se?

JAMES
We're going to be up here a
while. At sone point they' re
going to have to talk.

SARAH
VWhat’'s Nate's issue?

JAMES
What do ya nean?

SARAH
Way the major chip on his
shoul der and a bug up his ass
W th Sinon?

JAMES
He’'s been like that for as |ong
as |I’ve known him Not nmuch of a
peopl e person.

SARAH
That' s cl ear.

JAMES
After | married his sister we
didn’t see himfor years. Then he
gets in touch to pitch these new
sensors of his father’s to NASA

SARAH
H s father’s?

JAMES
Yeah. He’ d been working on them

SARAH
They were cl ose?

26.
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JAMVES
Cl ose? He was Nate's idol.

SARAH
| read about the incident.

JAMES
Nat e bl aned hi nsel f and j ust
ki nda wi t hdrew from ever yt hi ng.

SARAH
And Si non?

JAMES
| don’t think it’s anything
personal. |If Nate bl anes anyone

nore it’s the one percenters that
he says ruined the environnent.

SARAH
Ch.
JAMES
Yeah. Well, we’'re all up here

now. He’'s going to have to find
sonme pi ece.

SARAH
Maybe just put an override on the
ai rl ocks.
JAMES
What ?
SARAH
Not hi ng.

| NT. SPACE - | SS - SCIENCE MOD - NI GHT
Si non bounces between cabin walls as he watches Nate work.

S| MON
You don’t |ike me nuch.

W thout |ooking up fromhis sensors --

NATE
| s that a question?

SI MON
More |i ke an observati on

NATE
| like you just fine.

Si mon tugs at equi pment straps and cupboard handl es.



SI MON
You were a teacher, right?
NATE
Yup.
SI MON
Did you like it?
NATE
O course | liked it.
SI MON

So, why NASA?
Nat e pauses his worKk.

SI MON ( CONT’ D)
Your father was up here, wasn’'t
he? Some bi g-shot environnent al
scientist?

Nat e takes a deep breath.

NATE
Look Sinon, I'’mnot really al
that into sharing... | gotta get
some bi g- boy work done here.

28.

Sinmon curls his lip. Returns to browsing the cupboards.

Opens one. Recreational equipnent is inside.

SI MON
Just trying to get to know ny
roommate a little better. W
m ght be up here a while.

Long pause before Nate rel ents.

NATE
Yeah. My dad was up here. A
science officer on an expedition
during the early Cenesis
m ssi ons.

SI MON
| heard a | ot of great things
about him Sorry for your | oss.

Nat e doesn’t respond.

SI MON ( CONT’ D)
They say you took on his work.
These new sensors. They where his
idea... Oiginally, I nean.
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NATE
Ya.

Sinmon |ifts the cover on a board gane and | ooks i nsi de.

S| MON
Reentry.
NATE
What ?
S| MON
Your father. | heard there was an

i ncident during reentry.

Nate fidgets. Sinon notices. H s eyes narrow. He pulls out
a chess piece. The king. Turns it in his hand.

SI MON ( CONT’ D)
| heard he wasn’t even supposed
to be on that m ssion.

Sweat beads on Nate's tenple. Sinon’s attention is on the
chest piece.

SI MON ( CONT’ D)
They say he only accepted that
m ssi on because you --

Nate [unges at Sinon and pins himto the hull by his
t hr oat .

They stare into each other’'s eyes. A flash of fear crosses
Sinon’ s face.

Nat e recovers hinself and | oosens his grip. Sinon tears
hi nsel f away.
NATE
l"’msorry. I'"'m.. really sorry.

Si non grimaces and rubs his neck. The chess piece floats
to the "floor".

S| MON
No har m done.

He pulls hinmself over to the window. Away from Nate.
He gazes into the infinity of space.

Sonet hing catches his eye. He squints to bring the object
into focus.

S| MON
VWhat’' s that?

Nate still gathers hinself.
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NATE
VWhat ' s what ?

Si non pokes his finger at the w ndow.

SI MON
That... out there.

Nate | ooks up to see Sinobn point out into the void.

He pushes hinself over to the wi ndow. Sqgueezes up next to
Si mon. They are al nost face-to-face.

NATE ( CONT’ D)
VWher e?

Si mon prods the window with his finger.

SI MON
Ri ght there. Like a blue...star.

Nat e browses the star speckl ed sky.

NATE
It’s probably a satellite or a..

Nat e breaks off as his eyes find the blue dot, now clearly
visible once he has it fixed. He stares, confused. He
stretches for the intercom

NATE ( CONT' D)
Janes. Take a | ook out the port
wi ndow.

JAMVES (V. Q)
What ' s goi ng on?

| NT. SPACE - | SS - COVMAND MOD - NI GHT
James and Sarah cal i brate equi pnment together.

NATE (V. Q)
Just take a look. Just off the
port side. Do you see a blue
[ight?

Janes and Sarah exchange a qui zzi cal | ook.

JANMVES
Hol d on.

Janes perforns a back-flip to position hinself over the
w ndow. Scans the sky for a few seconds then stops.

JAMVES
Yeah, | see it. What is that?
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NATE (V. Q)
| have no idea. Sinobn just
spotted it.

JAVES

Way did you say "just off the

port side"? Wthout scal e that
thing could be a mllion mles
away. Probably a supernova or

sonet hi ng.

I NT. SPACE - |ISS - SCIENCE MOD - N GHT

NATE
No. It’s right there. It’s no
nmore than a click from us.

JAMES (V. Q)
Did we | ose sonething fromthe
station?

NATE

Not hi ng that | ooks |like that.

SI MON
Coul d that thing have caused the
bl ackout ? Maybe some ki nd of spy
satellite.

Nate' s face begins to twi st in reproach, but he stops.

NATE
Let’s take a | ook at the footage
fromthe externals. See if we can
figure out where this thing cane
from

JAMES (V. Q)
where it cane fronf

NATE
Coul dn't hurt.

I NT. SPACE - |ISS - COWAND MOD - N GHT

Al'l four crew are crowded around a small nonitor with
Sarah at the controls. The light fromthe screen casts an

et hereal gl ow.

JAMES
No, try another view
(beat)

(beat)

(beat)
There. Roll that back.
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The screen shows a bright BLUE DOT in the corner. The
video feed jolts when the recording is reversed.

The only indication anything is happening is a CLOCK Tl MER
in the corner that rapidly flickers backward.

The feed has wound back a coupl e hours when the bl ue dot
di sappears.

JAVES
Whoa. There. Ckay, now play it
back in real tine.

Sarah works the keyboard and the clock tinmer ticks
forward. The screen is blank. After a few seconds a bl ue
dot appears.

Sarah | ooks at Janmes who returns her gaze then | ooks to
Nat e.

SI MON
It just appears out of nowhere.

NATE
O cones right at us, fast.

Nate thi nks for a nonent.

NATE
(to Janes)
Where’ s Webb?

JAMES
Qut past the noon at F-two. Wy?

NATE
Which way is it pointing?

Janes catches on. He thrusts hinself fromthe consol e and
t hrough the nodul e tunnel. Nate at his heel. Sinon and
Sarah foll ow behi nd.

SI MON
What’ s goi ng on? Who's Web?

I NT. SPACE - |ISS - SCIENCE MOD - N GHT

James scans a sky chart. Using a slide rule he nakes a
coupl e quick calculations then refers back to the chart.

NATE

(to Sinon)
The "Janmes Webb" is the space
tel escope that replaced Hubbl e
about twenty years ago. It’s
bi gger and a | ot nore powerful.
The nmedia didn’'t cover space
| aunches nmuch back then.
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JAMES
The declination checks out. If
that thing came fromnore than a
hundred m |l es away the Webb wi ||
have picked it up -- Sarah, patch
into the Webb archi ve.

NATE

(of f Sinmon’ s | ook)
Everything the Wbb sees is
automatically transmtted here
and archived as a backup. The
Webb is constantly | ooking out
for unclassified asteroids or
astrol ogical events when it’s not
on task.

Sarah pulls up a nunber of files as they crowd around a
3-D projector. She follows a key chain to the archive.

SARAH
kay, where do we start?

NATE
Open files received between two
and three hours ago.

SARAH
Hold on. That’s weird. The | ast
file was received two hours and
el even m nutes ago. W’ ve
recei ved not hing since then.

JAMES
O course. The problemw th the
external conms nust have affected
the Webb relay too.

NATE
VWhat was the last file we
recei ved?

Sarah punches a few keys and an inmage, bl ack as night,
opens. In the corner, a distinct blue STREAK

NATE

Ckay, have the conputer grab that
i mage.

(beat)
Now have it go through all the
files that were collected while
t he Webb was at this declination
and | ook for that signature.

Sarah executes the command and files begin to mgrate into
a new fol der.
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SARAH
Fifty seven files.

S| MON
How far can the Wbb see?

JANMVES
lt'’s focus is calibrated for
infinity.

NATE
okay stack 'em and i sol ate our
friend.

The files stack and open in the hologramlike a 3-D
accordion. A series of BLUE DOTS march across the space.

NATE
Ext rapol ate

The dots are connected by a blue line, nostly straight,
but at intervals kinks a few degrees.

NATE
Can you overlay that onto a sky
map?

Sarah types the command. The conputer scrolls through star
maps.

An image of the m | ky-way appears and the blue |ine
superi nposes.

NATE
Are you sure that’s right?

SARAH
Those are the di stances that \Webb
col l ected the images.

S| MON
How far is it?

NATE
Far .

JAMES
Wiy did it stop here?

SARAH
Look, it keeps correcting it’s
trajectory. Like it’s looking for
sonet hi ng.

SI MON
Looki ng for what?



35.

NATE
| dunno.

Nat e thinks. He | ooks up at the broadcast canera. A
revel ation!

NATE
Radi o! It’s | ooking for radio
signal. Chip's broadcast.

SARAH
Yeah, the tineline checks out.

James’ brow furrows. Sinon w pes perspiration fromhis
f or ehead.

JAMES
|’ mgoing E V. A
NATE/ SARAH
What ?
JAMES

We have to figure out what that
thing is. If it’s interfering
Wi th our conms we have to try to

disable it.
NATE
Are you insane?
(beat)

VWhat ever that thing is it cane
from out si de our gal axy. W know
not hi ng about it.

JAMES
Exactly. And it’s sitting outside
the wi ndow of this station..
which I’ mresponsible for.

SARAH
Janes you don’t have cl earance
for E. V. A

NATE
" m going with you.

JAMES
No, you stay here. |’ m going
al one.

NATE
NASA regul ation
twenty-eighty-eight -- all extra

vehi cul ar activity nmust be
carried out in teans of two, with
no exceptions.
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JAMVES
That’ s not what it says.

NATE
(shrugs)
| * m par aphrasi ng. You think
menori zed that thing? Look, |’ m
com ng

JAVES
kay, fine. Let’s suit up. But
you maintain a strictly
supportive role.

NATE
Got it.

JAMES
That’ s an order. Keep your
di stance -- W don’t know whet her
we' || have comrs out there.

Nate taps his forehead in salute with a forefinger.

NATE
Affirmative, sir.

SARAH
| have a bad feeling about this.

| NT. SPACE - | SS - QUEST Al RLOCK - NI GHT
The two astronauts clinb into their spacesuits.

Sarah assists Janes. Sinon struggles with Nate's suit.
Both nmen are still agitated.

Once suited they back into their Extravehicular Mbility
Units (EMJs). A confirmatory CLICK and the packs are
securely attached. Ready to go.

Sarah and Sinpon float out of the nodule. Sarah sits at the
EVA consol e. Sinon watches through the hatch w ndow.

SARAH
| mreceiving your vitals and al
systens are go for E. V. A Be
careful out there, boys.

JAMES
Roger that.

NATE
W' Il be right back. Put sone
coffee on and hold ny nessages.
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SARAH
You want me to make you a
sandw ch, too?

NATE
Whul d you?

Sarah bl asts a pul se of feedback into his headset.

NATE ( CONT’ D)
Ahh! Shit.

James punches the depressurization valve. He pulls the
outer hatch lever. The hatch opens to reveal a star
st udded voi d.

The astronauts activate their JET PACKS and glide out into
t he vacuum of space.

EXT. SPACE - | SS

They skillfully maneuver to the port side of the ISS with
controlled bursts of gas. They round the structure and the
bl ue sphere comes into view

JANVES
Comms check

NATE
Recei vi ng.

JANMVES
Sar ah?

Si | ence.

JANMVES
Looks i ke we're on our own.

NATE
Yep. What's our play here?

JAVES
You hang back. Let me check it
out first, then make your way

out .

NATE
Affirmative. Keep an eye on your
radi ati on exposure. Jill won't be
too happy if that thing cooks

your nuts.

Nat e eases back on the gas and floats neters fromthe hul
of the I'SS. Janes throttles toward the object.
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EXT. SPACE - 500 METERS FROM I SS

James approaches the object. His suit illumnated by its
bright blue glow It’s a sphere, about the size of a large
medi cine ball, with wisps of silvery |ight.

In its beauty is harnessed i nmense energy.

JAMES
| don’t know what this is, but
it’s not a satellite.

Janmes, bathed in blue light, checks his radioneter --
Not hi ng above background radi ation. He's nesnerized. A
hand reaches out. His fingertips penetrate the surface
W t hout resistance.

Instantly the orb omts a powerful PULSE that propels
James backwards. He tunbl es head over heels. The sphere
grows to twelve feet in dianeter. As it reaches its zenith
it collapses to a singularity. It’s gone.

EXT. SPACE

Janmes tunbles towards Earth’ s atnosphere.

NATE
Shit... what was that? Janmes?
SARAH (V. Q)
Nat e!
NATE
Sar ah?
SARAH (V. Q)
" mreceiving you. |’ve |ost

Janes’ vitals.

Nate fires up his pack and jets towards Janes at ful
t hrust.

At full speed he's still going to be short. Janes is
nmoving too fast. Nate's face is set, firm

SARAH (V. Q)
Nat e, you' re not going to nmake
it. He’'s going too fast.
JET PACK READ- QUT

The pack red-lines. Fuel running out fast.
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| SS/ SPACE | NTERCUT.

SARAH
Nate stop. You can’'t reach him
You' re going to get stuck out
there with no fuel.

Nat e doesn’t respond. He's |ocked-on. His pack is close to
critical. Janmes is only 100 feet away, but it’s clear his
trajectory and velocity aren’t sufficient.

Nat e punches the rel ease control. H s pack detaches.

He plants his boots against the back of the jet pack --
and | eaps. A critical few extra feet per second.

Sarah and Sinon are snmashed up agai nst the view ng port.

SARAH
No, Nate. What are you doi ng?

Nate is ten feet away -- arns extended -- full stretch --
only one chance.

SARAH
GCet him Nate, get hini

Nat e and Janes collide. They spin together in their new
trajectory. Nate funbles to get a sure grip. He jans his
boots up under Janes’ pack and grips his harness with his
| eft hand.

Wth his right he snatches the throttle and rans it
forward. Internal gyros control jets of gas that bring
their spin under control.

Both nmen, a hapless chinera, float in open space. An epic
i mge of Earth in the b.g.

Nat e bangs on the side of James’ helnmet with his fist.

NATE
Janes? Janes?

James is unresponsive. Nate guns the throttle and flares
of gas erupt fromthe rear boosters.

NATE
|.S.S., | have him Meet us at
the airlock with a defibrillator.
SARAH (V. Q)
| s he okay?
NATE
He’ s unresponsive. | don’t think

he’ s breat hi ng.



40.

I NT. SPACE - | SS - DOCKING MOD - N GHT

James is stripped of his suit. Nate works his chest with
CPR. Sarah kneels next to the pair pulling out
defibrillator paddles fromthe wall

SARAH
Watch his head, watch his head.

NATE
| got not hing.

SARAH
Paddl es ready.

NATE
Hit him

Sarah charges the paddl es and shocks Janes. H's body jolts
in zero G No response.

SARAH
| ncreasi ng the charge.

NATE
Conme on Janes. Hit himagain.

Sarah waits for the charge and shocks Janmes again. His
body jolts. He GASPS a lung full of air. He s back.

Nat e and Sarah slunp back and I et out a |augh as the
tension is relieved.

I NT. SPACE - ISS - MED MOD - DAY

Janes is asleep. Nate sits next to him He turns his

baseball in his hand. Janes stirs.
NATE
Good norni ng sunshi ne. How you
feeling?
JAMES
(gruffly)

Terrible. Tal k about a hangover.

NATE
You gave us a bit of a scare back
t here. What happened? Do you

r enenber ?

JAMES
| have no idea. | nean, it was
beautiful. | reached out. The

next thing |I remenber, 1’ m here.



NATE
Wel |, whatever that thing was it
gave you a swft kick to the
balls then took off.

JAMES
It’s gone?
NATE
Yeah, | couldn't really see what
happened, but it sorta just
vani shed.
JAMES

W have to try to nmake contact
wi th Houston. Call this in.

NATE
They’ re back up. W' ve been on
w th Houston the whole tine
you' ve been out. Apparently they
picked it up as it entered our
sol ar system

JAMES
They knew about it?

NATE
Thought it was an asteroid. Wre
expecting an inpact, but then it
stopped. It’s got 'em al
st unped.

JAMES
Get me up. | have to talk with
them See if this thing is a
danger to the station.

I NT. SPACE - |ISS - COVWAND MOD - DAY
Everyone i s gathered together around Janes.

JAMES
Roger, Houston. We'll keep an eye
out. Let us know if you pick
anything up. 1.S. S out.

HOUSTON (V. Q)
Roger, commander. Houston out.

JAMES
(to the crew)
Ckay, that wasn’'t very
i nformative.
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NATE
What shoul d we do?

JAMES
Not rmuch we can do right now.
Let’s get sone rest...Check back
at zero nine hundred.
I NT. SPACE - |ISS - CREW QUARTERS - VARI QUS - NI GHT

Janes is fast asleep. The other crew are restless and
awake. Nate turns his ball in his palm

I NT. SPACE - |ISS - SERVI CE MODULE - DAY

The crew breakfast together.

SARAH
How s t he head?

JAMES
It’s like the forth of July in
her e.

SARAH

Didn’t your nonma ever tell you
not to go poking strange objects?

NATE
You sure you’'re up for work
t oday? Maybe you shoul d take sone

time off.
JAMES
I’mfine. | don’t do much ot her
t han keep an eye on you fools.
SI MON
What was that thing?
JAMES
No i dea.
SARAH
Look. | think we should have sone

ki nd of contingency plan in ca --

NATE
A contingency plan?

SARAH
Yeah, a plan -- in case it cones
back.

NATE

Wiy woul d you think it would cone
back? It’s gone.
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SARAH
" mjust saying we need to think
about potential risk to the

station.

JANMES
| agree. W just w tnessed
sonet hing... |

dunno. .. mracul ous. But we gotta
stay alert.

NATE
Okay. So. What’'s the plan?

JAMES
| dunno. At least let’'s keep a
watch. You and | will take first
watch in the cupola. Sinon and
Sarah can take over tonight.

NATE
And the expedition.

JAMES
We have to put everything on hold
for now Just until we know
what’ s goi ng on.

Janmes takes a spoonful of food and starts to CHOKE. The
crew | ook around at one anot her, anxious. He catches his
breath and picks up a pouch of water.

JAMVES
(of f their | o0k)
What ?
| NT. SPACE - | SS - CUPOLA OBSERVATI ON MOD - DAY

Nat e and Janes play catch with Nate's ball, each at one
end of the nodul e.

The ball sails serenely back and forth in the
wei ght | essness. They pass tine in conversation.

JAMES
| can’t believe you still carry
this thing around. You still have
the ticket too?

NATE
Yeah.

JAMES

You know she doesn’t bl ane you,
right? You shouldn’t bl ane
yoursel f, either.
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Nate’s face bruises. He shoots Janes a "don’'t go there"
| ook.

JAMES ( CONT’ D)
Sorry.

There is a pause in the conversation.

JAMES ( CONT’ D)
Hey. It’s not so bad having Sinon
on board, is it?

NATE
Conme talk to ne after a couple
nmore nonths. See if you stil
feel that way.

JAMES
Crisis brings people together.
Maybe by the end of this you guys
will be friends.

NATE
Ain’t gonna happen.

JANMVES
What sort of attitude is that?

Nat e doesn’t answer.

JAMES ( CONT' D)
What’ s your issue with hinf

NATE
You nean ot her than the obvi ous?

JAVES
Ah, it doesn’'t matter. You're
going to have to find a way to
get along. At |east
superficially.

NATE
What do you think 1’ ve been
doi ng?

JAVES

You guys are like oil and water
when you’ re around each ot her.

NATE
You know, maybe you’'re right.

JAMES
Oh?
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NATE
We did wtness sonething
m r acul ous.

James rolls his eyes. Clearly the discussion about Sinon
is over.

NATE ( CONT’ D)
That thing put out a |ot of
ener gy.

James grimaces at the rem nder.

JAMES
What’ s your point?

NATE
| dunno. You think it’s possible
you activated sone kind of worm
hol e or sonet hi ng?

JAMES
Worm hol e? W’ ve scanned the
area. It’s just enpty space --
Besi des, there isn’'t enough
negative energy in the entire
sol ar systemto open a worm hol e.

NATE
Well, the nore | think about it
the nore | feel that was just the
begi nni ng.

JAMES
Careful. You' re going to give
yoursel f space terrors --

James breaks off. The ball, which had been floating back
and forth between them now spirals off to the side.

Janmes and Nate follow it with their eyes. Loose straps on
shelving fly and their |inbs take on wei ght.

JAMVES
Do you feel that?

NATE
Yeah... gravity.

JAMES
Dd we slip out of orbit?

Both nmen spring into action. Nate logs into a console and
James nmkes for the comms.
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JAMES
Sarah, are we out of orbit?
Beat .
SARAH (V. Q)
Negative. We're flying the wire.
NATE
Confirmed. We're right where
we' re supposed to be.
SARAH (V. Q)
What’ s going on? W' re
experiencing gravity down here.
JAMES
Yeah, | know. Get on the conputer
and see if you can find out
what’ s going on... Wake up
Houst on.
The pull is now substantial. The two nmen are dunped on the
port side of the nodule. Nate slanms into the w ndow.
NATE
Ugh.
JAMES
Nat e, can you see anything out
t her e?

Nat e rotates over the wi ndow and | ooks out.

NATE
No.

The word is barely out of his nouth when a giant SH P
appears not far fromthe |SS.

The shock, conmbined with a sudden | oss of gravitational
pul | sends Nate flying backwards onto the opposite wall.

NATE
Whoa.

JAMES
Nat e?

Nat e pushes hinsel f back to the w ndow.

NATE
Holy Mot her of God.

The ship, nmuch like a giant nautilus gilt in brass and
gold, holds off the port bow of the |ISS.
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JAMES
What’ s goi ng on?
NATE
Err... we just got new nei ghbors.

Janmes | eaps for the w ndow.

SARAH (V. Q)
Conmander ?

James doesn’t tear his gaze fromthe wi ndow as he reaches
for the comm

JAMES

Sarah, get up here!
(beat)

Nate. |deas?

NATE
Well... there aren’t a |ot of
choices, so |I'"'mgoing to have to
go with... an alien spaceship.

JAMES
Can’t be.

NATE

It sure as shit is.
| NT. SPACE - ALIEN SH P - DAY
A hol ogram of the I SS hovers above a consol e.

An alien hand, simlar to a human hand but wth an al nost
translucent "skin", longer "fingers" and a "thunb" on
either side, plays with the display.

A owi ng, pulsating dots appear to represent the live crew
contrasted against the inorganic ISS. The Alien ship
probes the I SS.

The display identifies the docking port and the hol ogram
appears to gauge its dinmensions.

EXT. SPACE

A portion of the alien ship displaces and floats away from
the main ship. It noves to the ISS docking port and
| at ches on.
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INT. I'SS - CUPOLA OBSERVATI ON MOD - DAY

Janmes and Nate are pressed agai nst the wi ndow. Sinon and
Sarah join them Sarah pulls herself to the conms.

JAMES
| think that thing is heading for
t he docki ng port.

SI MON
Oh shit. What the hell are we
going to do?

JAMES
Sarah, get nme Houston.

Sarah hol ds a head-set to an ear. Shakes her head.

SARAH
Comms are down again.
JAMES
Shit.
SI MON
W' re screwed. W're totally
screwed.
NATE

Cool your boots, Sinon. Panicking
isn't going to help.

SI MON
Cool ny b--? Are you kidding ne,
hi ppy? W&’ re defensel ess up here
and there’s an alien spaceship
out si de our w ndow. Real freaking
al i ens, man.

JAMVES
Si non, please. Lemme think
(beat)
Ckay. Everyone, airl ock.
SI MON

No way. There’s no way |’ m going
down there.

NATE
Dammit Sinmon. We're floating in a
pressurized tin-can in space. |f
they wanted to harmus all they'd
have to do is poke a hole in our
hull and we’d all be popsicles --
G ow sone goddam stones, yuppie.
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INT. 1SS M SSI ON CONTROL - HUSTON - NI GHT

A TECH, PIP (20s), lounges at her station. She s engaged
on a personal conputer. Light fromthe nonitor illum nates
her face.

Around her termnals are enpty. On the walls | arge-panel
screens project internal and external views of the ISS,
bi o-netric readi ngs and station tral enatories.

The video feeds all cut to static. The tech alnost falls
backward as she junps from her chair.

Pl P
No, no, no.

Pani cked she checks her consol e and reaches for a phone.

PI P
Wake the Chief, it’s happened
agai n.

INT. 1SS M SSI ON CONTROL - HUSTON - NI GHT

The lights are on and the control room buzzes with
activity. TECHNI Cl ANS begin to arrive, sleepy-eyed.

The bustl e pauses as Chief Entega bursts through the door.
He westles his tie into a workabl e knot.

CHI EF
Ckay, where is she?
PI P
Here sir
CHI EF

Tal k us through it, Pip.

PI P
There isn’t nmuch to report, sir.
| was at ny station and
t hen. .. pow.

CHI EF
Pow?

PI P
Yeah, everything went down. Just
like last tinme.

CHI EF
Alright. Who's on the video feed?
TECH 2
Wirking on it now
(beat)

( MORE)
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TECH 2 (cont’ d)
kay, we have it.

CHI EF
Let’s see it. Punch it up there.

Video feed fromthe 1SS flicks onto the main nonitors.

Multiple internal and external angles -- then static.
CHI EF
Play it back

The feed is rewound and resunes before the interruption.

Pl P
Ther e.

CHI EF
What ?

PI P
Rewi nd and put canera seven on
t he main.

Views switch nonitors. Feed fromcanmera 7 now plays on the
| argest screen.

Pl P
There. See it?

CHI EF
See what ?

Pl P

Play it back again, but at half
speed. Watch the webbi ng and
cinch straps on the right side.

The video plays again, this tinme nuch sl ower.

The Chief and techs watch, transfixed. Whbbing and straps
lift as the feed cuts.

Pl P
Gavity.

| NT. SPACE - |SS - QUEST Al RLOCK - DAY
The crew file through the hatch into the airl ock.

SARAH
Now what ?

A pause then a TAP on the docki ng hatch.
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SI MON
Did they just knock?
Janmes and Nate exchange a | ook.
JAVES
kay, okay. Hold on. Let’s think
a nonent .

Anot her TAP on the hatch

SARAH
| think they wanna cone in
NATE
(shrugs)
Shal | we open it?
SI MON

Whoa, whoa, whoa. Hold on. No
way. We have no idea what’s out

t here.
JAMES
This is crazy.
NATE
It’s okay. | have a good feeling.

The other crew stare at him

Janes puffs his cheeks. He pulls the depressurization
| at ch and the | ocki ng mechani sm di sengages.

SARAH
Janes!

SI MON
Shit, shit, shit.

Si mon | ooks around. Grabs a solid tool and pounds it into
his pal m The door opens. The crew withdraw to the hull.

Two humanoi d ALI ENS energe into the pod. Their spacesuits
resenble the material of their ship. They are tall and
sl ender with el ongated hel nets. Humanoi d.

The aliens hold in front of the crew The first alien
produces a DEVICE. There is an audible "confirmatory"
SOUND. They reach to their helnets and deactivate the
covers.

Reveal : The aliens have oval heads, skin that resenbles a
squi d, pignented, but punctate. Their eyes are snmall, but
harbor wi sdom Their nouth is discrete.

The crew is silent. Neither species sure how to proceed.
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JAMVES
Hel | o.

The al i ens exchange a | ook. They TALK in a dial ect of HUMS
and CLICKS that resenbles Zulu nore than any ot her human
di al ect .

The second alien gestures for the crewto enter their
shi p.

NATE
| think they want us to follow
t hem

JAVES

W can’t | eave our post w thout
di scussing this wi th Houston.

NATE
Not possible. Comms are down. W
have to deal with this the best
way we can...| say we go.

JAMES
| don’t know. Sarah?

SARAH
| guess I'mwith Nate. W're on
our own here. W have to
i nprovi se. They seemfriendly. |

say we go... but it’s your call.
SI MON
Hold on. I’mnot going in there.

This seens to solidify Janmes’ decision.

JAMES
kay. Alright. You stay here and
t ake command. If anything happens
fill Houston in.

SI MON
Take command?

NATE
Ckay, boss. So we go?

JAVES
| guess.

SI MON
Whoa, wait... damm it.

Nat e | eads them through the hatch and further into the
alien ship.
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As soon as they enter the ship they are subjected to
artificial gravity.

I NT. ALIEN SH P - DAY

NATE
Gavity.

SARAH
Wi rd.

The crew wal k into the ship. Technically slick. Several
ALI ENS sit at consoles, turned to face them staring in
curiosity.

The first alien gestures at a wall DEVICE that resenbles a
comms consol e. The crew are nonpl ussed.

The alien gestures again and CLICKS sone alien "words".
Nat e catches on. He speaks into the comm

NATE
Errr... Hello?

The seated aliens turn to their consol es and busy
t hensel ves for a nonent before turning back

The first alien gestures again.

NATE
Hell o. Wel come to Earth.

Nat e | ooks over at Janes who appears to question his
choice of words. Nate shrugs it off.

The aliens again turn to their respective consoles and
busy thensel ves with hol ograns and |i ghts.

The first alien points at Nate. He hesitates then:

NATE
Man.

The alien gestures to itself.

NATE
Um .. Alien?

It points out the wi ndow towards the |ISS.

NATE
I nt ernati onal Space Station.

The alien conti nues.
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NATE
Sun. Earth.

JAMES
Nat e, what’s going on?

NATE
| mnot sure, but | think they
are establishing priners to
transl ate our | anguage.

SARAH
My knees are shaking.

The alien points to Janes and Sar ah.

NATE
Janes. Sar ah.

Now t he ship resonates with the sound of their voices. But
their voices fromearlier

RECORDI NG
Whoa. Nate? Holy Mot her of God--

The recordi ng speeds up until the voices are
unintelligible. Holograns and waveformnms dance and pl ots of
ZI PFI AN di stributions condense.

JAMES
Nat e?

NATE
(in awe)
Yeah, they’ re | ooking for
character streans and | anguage
f eat ures.

JAMES
What ?

NATE
They’'re identifying what are
wor ds and what’s non-| anguage. ..
background noi se.

The recording stops. The first alien CH RPS and CLI CKS and
the ship s overhead speaker translates it.

ALI EN 1
Vel cone.

NATE
Holy crap. Thanks.

The alien gestures towards Earth.



ALI EN 1
Alien. Meet. Earth.

NATE
Ah. That’s not such a good idea
right now. Lots... of... issues
down t here.

ALI EN 1
| ssues.

NATE

Yeah, |ssues. Lot’'s of issues. W

need to talk to Earth first, but
your ship is blocking our
conmmuni cati ons.

ALI EN 1
Man. James. Sarah. Meet. Alien.
Eart h.

NATE
Oh, ny nane’s not "man", It’'s
Nat e.

ALI EN 1

Nat e. Understood. Let’'s. Go. Man.

Sarah sni ggers.

SARAH
| Iike this guy.

NATE
What do ya say, Conmmander ?

JAMES
No, no, no. No way.

NATE
What ? Cone on James. This is
freaking historic. Once Earth is
brought into it we’'re out of the
pi cture, permanently.

JAMES
| don’t have the authority. W
have to rai se Houston

NATE
(pl eadi ng)

Sar ah?
SARAH

James, | think he’s right. Wre
of f script here. There are no
protocols for this.

55.
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Janes isn’t convi nced.

NATE
James, conme on. Don't be such a
t ool .
JAMES
Hey, I'mstill the damn ranking
of ficer here.
NATE
Not if you screw up first
contact. They’' |l bust you back to

t he corps.

As they argue, nore voices are being piped in. Human
voi ces, but not theirs. The aliens pull radio waves from
earth to feed the translator. ENG.I SH

ALI EN 2
If I may, | suggest we take a
short trip to our world, then you
can report back to your
superiors.

NATE
Damm. .. they' re good at this.

ALI EN 2
Per haps, afterwards, we can
arrange to visit your world. W
have nmuch technol ogy to share.

NATE
Janes! Cone on.

JAMES
Ugh. If I go down for this |I’'m
taki ng you with ne.

NATE
What you gonna do, put ne in
detention?

JAMVES
| don’t want Sinon |eft alone.
Sonmeone has to stay behind and
babysit him

NATE
He's an billionaire. He's
r esour cef ul

JAVES
Exactly. He's bankrolling this
m ssion. |If we abandon him he
m ght not |et us back in.
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NATE
Good point. It’s nore |like we'd
get back to find he’'s sold the
station to the Chinese.

SARAH
"1l do it.
JANVES
VWhat ?
SARAH
11l doit. I'll stay with the
station.
JANMES
You sure?
SARAH

Yeah. You should be the ones to
go. The conmander and the science

of ficer.
JAMES
kay. W're really doing this.
NATE
(to Sarah)

Remenber to give Sinon his bottle
before putting himto bed.

James cracks an uncharacteristic smle at the
unpr of essi onal conment.

SARAH
Take lots of pictures for ne.
NATE
Oh, dam.
JAMVES
What ?
NATE

Wait. Don't |eave w thout nme.
Nat e races out of the alien ship back to the airlock.
INT. ISS - QUEST Al RLOCK - CONTI NUCUS
For a nonent he forgets he's in space. The sudden | oss of
gravity catches himby surprise. He enters the ISS with
too much speed and crashes into the hull

NATE
Damm i t.
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Now acutely rem nded of his surroundings he grabs at the
handrails and pulls hinself through the station towards
t he sci ence nodul e.

NATE
Si non?

No reply.

NATE ( CONT' D)
Si non?

Nat e passes the comms nodul e as Sinon catches his eye at a
consol e. A sat-phone in his hand.

NATE ( CONT’ D)

Si non.
SI MON
(guiltily)
Yi p?
NATE
What are you doi ng.
SI MON
Oh. | was just tryin ... the
radio. Tryin’ to contact Earth.
Let them know we... they --
NATE

Ckay, Si.
Nate doesn’'t wait around to |listen further.
He reaches the sci-npd and eases out the netal case froma
storage bay. He carries it |like a precious football back
to the airl ock

As he passes the comm nod:

NATE
Sarah is com ng back on board. M
and Janes will be back in a bit.
SI MON

Back from where?
Nat e doesn’t reply.
| NT. ALIEN SHI P - CONTI NUOUS
Janes and Sarah talk with the aliens. Nate joins them

JAMES
Vel | ?
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NATE
My sensors. Mght as well coll ect
sone data while we’'re there.

JAMES
(to alien)
Wul d that be okay?

ALI EN 1
Yes, that would be quite
accept abl e.

Nate has a big grin. He's like a kid on Christms Eve.

JAMES
Ckay, Sarah. | guess this is it.
Wien we get outta here | predict
comms Wi Il conme back up. Raise
Houst on. Expl ai n everyt hi ng.

SARAH
Aye, sir.

JAMES
Nat e, you ready?

NATE
Ready.

SARAH
Be careful.

Sarah eyes linger on Nate, but his focus is el sewhere. She
| eaves the capsul e and cl oses the airl ock.

I NT. ISS - CONTI NUOUS
She pulls herself to a window with a view of the ship.

She watches as the ship detaches, glides to the |arger
shi p and docks.

I NT. ALIEN SHI P - CONTI NUQUS

Nat e and Janes stand anong a crowd of curios aliens. A
door opens and they are ushered into the primary ship.

The helmis occupied by as many ALI ENS again. They stare
at the hunans. Nate raises a hand in greeting.

NATE
Hel | o.

Some of the aliens raise hands in return.
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ALI EN 2
Nat e, James. Pl ease, foll ow ne.

NATE
So, how does this work. WII it
t ake | ong?

ALI EN 2
Ch, it will be instantaneous. You
will not even feel that we have
travel ed. But we will go very
far.

JAMES

How i s that possible?

ALI EN 2
There. ..

The alien points to the center of the conpartnent. An
alien activates a hol ogram and w pes its hand through the
web of dots and |ines.

A conpartnment opens and a small bright red orb, the size
of a grapefruit and simlar to the blue sphere outside the
I SS, levitates out.

ALI EN 2
We use what you would call worm
hol es.

NATE
(1 oud)

Several of the aliens are startl ed.

NATE ( CONT’ D)
| told you worm hol es.

JAMES
But that’s not possible. The
anount of negative energy
required to open a worm hol e,
much | ess keep one open, is
i nconcei vabl e.

ALI EN 1
Not i nconceivable. It is there.

JAMES
You’ re sayi ng you have enough
negati ve energy stored in that
thing to open a worm hol e?
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The hel msman pulls a slender stylus fromthe console.
a conductor he sw pes through the orb.

ALI EN 2
Yes. That is how we travel. And
how we | earned of your existence.
The probe you encountered was
desi gned by our ancestors but our
t echnol ogy has i nproved nuch.

ALI EN 1
I f you're ready we can pass
t hr ough now.

signals departure to the hel nsman.

ALI EN 1
Once a bridge has been created
between two | ocations it remains
stabl e and we can travel freely
bet ween those two points.

NATE
How does it work? Your probe
actually killed Janes for a few
m nut es and shut down our
station.

ALI EN 2
It killed you?

JAMES
He’ s exaggerating. So, how do you
activate it?

ALI EN 2
One nust sinply disrupt its
structure and the effect wll be
al nost i nstantaneous. The probe
is different. It was programed
to only activate when it contacts
organic life.

ALI EN 1
You are the first. W abandoned
the search | ong ago.

ALI EN 2
A probe returning at this stage
was a very big surprise

orb col | apses to nothing.

The hunmans wat ch,

NATE
What happened?
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Li ke

In an instant the

transfixed as the orb rapidly regrows.
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ALI EN 2

That's it. W have arrived.
NATE/ JAMES

What ?
ALI EN 2

The voyage is instantaneous. As
the structure of the wormhole is
di srupted it coll apses and we
collapse into it. It reenerges
fromthe other side and we energe
fromit.

NATE
That just blew my m nd.

ALI EN 1
This is just one of the many
t echnol ogi es we can share with
you.

ALI EN 2
Pl ease. Follow ne. You would
per haps enjoy a view.

I NT. ALI EN CORRI DOR - CONTI NUOUS

The pair follow the alien out another door and through a
curvilinear, brightly lit corridor. They enter a roomwth
a |large oval view ng w ndow.

| NT. OBSERVATI ON ROOM - ALIEN SHI P - CONTI NUQUS

The sight is nmagnificent. Another world. Three fourths of
the disk is lit by their star with a majestic bl ue

at nrospheric haze. The world | ooks just like Earth but with
al nrost the opposite ratio of |land and water.

Bl ankets of cloud drape over the | andscape.

For the observable portion not |it by the star it is
night. Sparse spider-like trails, lights, appear to
enbrace vast coastlines.

Nate is dashed up agai nst the wi ndow. One m ght al npbst
think he’s giving the planet a hug.

ALI EN 2
Take care, Nate. The wi ndow i s
not secured.
Nat e shoots hima | ook.

ALI EN 2
This is a joke, no?

Janes | aughs out | oud.
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You sure |learn fast.
ALI EN 2
W have nuch to | earn
Nate is still drinking in the view
JAMES

Can we visit the surface?

ALI EN 2
We have al ready begun our
descent. This will take a little

nmore tinme. | suggest we renmain
here. The view gets better as we
descend.

JAMES
Sounds good. Were is the other
guy?

ALI EN 2
Oh, that one remains in the
control room That one -- does

not |i ke heights.
I NT. ISS - DAY

As the alien ship disappears the radio cones alive.

sudden activity startles Sarah and Si non.

TECH (V. Q)
|.S.S. this is Houston, cone in.
|.S.S. this is Houston, cone in

Si nmon dives for the comm Sarah reaches it first.

SARAH
Houston. This is |I.S. S.

INT. 1SS M SSI ON CONTROL - HOUSTON - DAWN

TECH
(surprised)
Chief, | have them

CHI EF

Put themon the P. A

(to the roomn
Hush down. Hush.

(to the overhead PA)
|.S.S. this is Houston. Good to
hear fromyou. Wat’'s your
status?
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Its
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SARAH
This is tech officer Brockworth.
M. Skaryota and nyself are
aboard the I.S.S. -- The
commander and science officer are
currently off structure.

CHI EF
What do you nean by "off
structure". Wiere are they? Has
the station experienced anot her
mal f uncti on?

SARAH
No sir. We... we nade contact
with... well, an alien species.

CHI EF
What? -- Wait. Hold on.
(to tech)
Cut the P.A. Gve ne your
headset .

The chief slips on the headset and adjusts the mc.

CHI EF ( CONT’ D)
Say again |I.S. S
(beat)
Hol d on, Sarah.
(to the room
CGet ne the White House and

Roscosnobs on the line... Soneone
go wake Scooter and bring him
here.

(to tech)

Jones. Shut down all other
outward conmuni cati on. Put a
security detail on the door.

The staff begin to chatter anong thenselves. Their faces
are a mx of surprise and conf usi on.

CH EF ( CONT’ D)
Qui et down.
(into the mc)
Sarah. Tell ne exactly what
happened.

The Chief |istens as an arned SECURI TY DETAIL wal ks into
the room

CHI EF
(into mc)
Sarah. Hold on.



The sergeant speaks to a couple of soldiers.

CH EF
Sergeant, | need a security
detail on that door. | don't want

anyone com ng or going w thout ny
per m ssi on.

SERGEANT
Roger that.

posts outside and the doors are | ocked.

The large nonitors splutter to life.

CHI EF
(to tech)
Ckay. Punp the audi o back through
the P. A
(to Sarah over the PA)
Sar ah?

SARAH
Yes, sir. Still here.

CHI EF
|"d like you to transmt al
video files fromthe | ast
twenty-four hours.

SARAH
Roger .

CHI EF

(to tech)
When you receive the files queue
themup right before the feed was
cut.

(to Sarah)
What is the status of M.
Skar yot a?

S| MON
Get nme the hell outta here,
Chi ef .

TECH
Received the files. Queuing up.

CHI EF
Hold on M. Skaryota.
(to tech)
Let’s see it.
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They take up

Mul ti pl e angl es

inside and outside the ISS. The roomis silent, everyone
is glued to the video feed.

Then,
room

there is the alien ship. Audible GASPS perneate the
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CH EF
Mot her of. ..

All watch as a section of the ship breaks off and nopves
towards the |ISS.

CUT TGO
I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - OVAL OFFI CE - DAWN

The PRESI DENT of the United States sits behind the
Resol ute desk. Sips on a cup of coffee while he fingers
t hrough the norning reports.

There is a |loud and urgent KNOCK at the door.

PRESI DENT
Come in.

M chael Dinon, the president’s chief of staff, enters the
of fice foll owed by ANTHONY GOLDBERG the vice president
and CARL NI CHOLS, the national security advisor.

GOLDBERG
M. President. W have an urgent
situation, sir.

DI MON
We just received confirned
notification from NASA. The
|.S.S. has conme into contact with
intelligent extraterrestrial
life.

PRESI DENT
VWhat ?

GOLDBERG
Aliens, sir. The |I.S.S. crew have
been contacted by aliens.

PRESI DENT
(at Di non)
Is this verified?
DI MON
yes, sir.
PRESI DENT

This got something to do with
your visit to NASA M ke?

DI MON
We believe it’s related. NASA are
currently review ng recordings of
the alien ship arriving then
docking with the 1.S. S.
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PRESI DENT
Who's up there right now? Qur
boys or the Ruskies?

DI MON
It’s an American expedition
currently on station.

NI CHCOLS
M. President. | recomend
activation of contingency
protocols. W need to put a lid
on this and protect American
i nterest.

PRESI DENT
Alright, what’s the protocol ?

NI CHOLS
We need to isolate NASA and
transfer operational oversight to
t he White House.

PRESI DENT
(to Dinmon and VP)
M ke? Ant hony?

DI MON
| concur with the general sir. W
need to run this through the
Wi t e House.

GOLDBERG
And we need to act fast.

PRESI DENT
Ckay. Set us up in the war room
Assenbl e the security council --
Be sel ective who you bring in on
this.

I NT. HOUSTON - | SS M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY

Staff relay updates via headsets and di scuss data that
pours in over their consol es.

CHI EF
Doubl e check those pressure
readi ngs. | want to make sure

there wasn’t any kind of hul
breach when that thing attached.

All the nonitors and conputers shut off.

CHI EF
What the hell just happened?



68.

TECH 2
We've lost all feed.
CHI EF
Agai n?
TECH 2

No, This is different. W' ve been
cut off internally.

Chi ef picks up a desks phone. No dial tone. He pulls out
hi s personal phone. No reception.

CHI EF
Phones are dead. Cell phone
signal is blocked.

Several techs pull out their phones to check signal.

PI P
What’ s goi ng on?

CHI EF
| don’t know, but | think we've
been mar ooned.

The chief noves to the door and pulls at the handle.
Locked. He knocks at the door.

CHI EF
Soldier, this is Chief Entega.
Open the door.

No reply.

CHI EF ( CONT’ D)
Sol di er, open this door.

| NTERCUT.

SOLD ER 1
Sorry sir. Orders directly from
the Wiite House. Pl ease step away
from the doors.

CHI EF
Open this door.

SCOLDI ER 1
Step away fromthe door, sir

CH EF
Those ass-hol es. Sons-of -a-bitch.

TECH
Sir?



CHI EF
They’ ve marooned us -- Conpletely
cut us off.

I NT. VWH TE HOUSE - WAR ROOM - DAY

The securi
presi dent

The counci

Conf usi on

ty council has convened at the Wite House.

addresses the assenbl ed group of advisers.

PRESI DENT
Thank you all for coming. Here's
what we know. Forty-eight hours
ago we were informed by NASA of
an interstellar anomaly
approaching Earth. |npact was of
hi gh concern.

I murmur and exchange | ooks of confusion.

PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
That concern was al |l ayed when the
obj ect abruptly cane to a stop
near the space station.

shifts to distress.

PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
The White house chief of staff
has just returned from NASA where
the situation has recently
escalated. Mke. Fill us in?

DI MON
| arrived at NASA to find the
obj ect had st opped outside the
stati on and NASA had | ost cont act
with the crew. At zero siXx
hundred the conmander was
i ncapacitated by the object while
E.V.A At this point
conmmuni cati ons were
reest abl i shed.

PRESI DENT
Let’s get to the point, Mke.

DI MON
Yes, sir. At fifteen thirty the
|.S.S. nmade contact with an
extraterrestrial spacecraft.

Gasps of disbelief around the room

DI MON ( CONT’ D)
Subsequently, the commander and
science officer went aboard the
alien ship and are now believed
to be at the alien world.

69.

The



CHAI RMAN OF THE JO NT CH EFS
Where is this alien world?

DI MON
Unknown.

CHAI RVAN OF THE JO NT CHI EFS
Well, are they com ng back? Are
t hey captured?

DI MON
Unknown.

DEFENSE SECRETARY
We have confirmation that the
Krem in has disbanded |.S. S.
m ssion control at Roscosnps.

CHAl RVAN OF THE JO NT CHI EFS
The Russi ans know.

DEFENSE SECRETARY
Yes. They are aware and want in.

DI MON
The Kremin can go to hell. Qur
priority is to prevent Russian
interference and determ ne what
alien tech we m ght have access

to.

PRESI DENT
M ke.

DI MON
Sorry, sir.

PRESI DENT

Qur priority is establish

potential threats and gat her
intelligence -- It's tinme to
circle the wagons, gentlenen.

EXT. SPACE - ALI EN WORLD

70.

The ship, like a tiny crustacean in an ocean of stars,

drifts slowy towards the i mense and beauti f ul
| NT. ALIEN SHI P - OBSERVATI ON DECK - DAY

NATE
Wuld you mind if | collect sone
readi ngs fromthe planet?

ALI EN 2
No, please proceed. Wiat kind of
readi ngs are you interested in?

pl anet .



NATE
At nospheric and mantl e
conposi tion, tenperatures,
tectonics, that sort of thing.

ALI EN 2
From her e?

NATE
Yes.

ALI EN 2

This is interesting technol ogy.

NATE
It was designed by ny father to
study changes to the earth’s
envi ronnent. He never got the
chance to use it.

71.

Nat e renoves the delicate sensors from storage.

JAMES
It’s the first of it’'s kind. Able
to survey an entire planet. Ful
di agnostic. Don’t ask nme how it
wor ks.

NATE
Are you the only species living
here?

ALI EN 2
Oh no. Qur world is very diverse
with life.

There is a sensation of the ship picking up speed as it
drops into the atnosphere. Geol ogical features
energe fromthe | andscape and light fromtheir star
reflects in |arge | and-1ocked | akes and open seas.

Massive forests glint in the light betraying t
| agoons and shal |l ow ground waters. The pl anet

vi br ant .

begin to

hei r hi dden
is lush and

Nat e | urches between the view and the data from his

Sensors.

NATE
This is very Earth-like. Very
Earth-like. | guess there is a

tenplate for life.

JAMES
Nat e, | ook.
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As they continue to descend huge herds of beasts migrate
over vast grasslands. Flocks of flying animals sweep under
t he ship.

The ship heads toward an area w thout vegetation. Regul ar
shapes doni nate that | andscape. The structures are
congregated in | oose concentric circles. Many are

i nt er connect ed.

The ship jolts. Retro boosters slow the decent. A | anding
field cones into view Several simlar ships are docked
and sit inactive on the pad. Humanoi ds, nove anong the
shi ps.

ALI EN 2
Let us return to the comrand
deck. We are arriving.

Nat e packs up his sensors and they file back out the door.
| NT. ALIEN SHI P - COMAND DECK - DAY

The aliens are busy with their respective jobs but
continue to sneak curious |ooks at the hunans.

ALI EN 1
W have arrived. W are preparing
for your visit. You have
generated a lot of interest.

NATE
W m ssed you on the observation
deck.

ALI EN 1
Oh. | amsorry. It is not
possible for ne to go into that
roomduring travel. | feel that

ny brain falls out of ny head.
Nat e and Janes exchange a snigger.

ALI EN 2
It is tine. Let us exit to the
surface. There are many eager to
neet you.

JANMVES
W'l be okay with the air out
there? It’s the same as in here?

ALI EN 2
Ch no. This air is synthetic. The
air outside is nmuch nore
desi r abl e.
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The outer door opens and the cabin in flooded with natura
sunlight. The nen are nmet with the sweet snell of the
al i en at nosphere.

They both react in surprise by the aroma and purity in
each breath.

NATE
Ch ny God.
(breath)
Oh, wow.

Nate | ooks to Janmes for comment but he’ s stood, eyes
closed. Sunlight spills over his franme. A sm | e broadens
as he fills his lungs with long, deep breaths. A hint of
tears formin the corner of his eyes.

The aliens are nmesnerized by this. Happy to see their
worl d so well received by their guests.

Once Nate and Janes | ook ready they are invited to
di senbar k.

ALI EN 2
Pl ease foll ow ne.

They follow the alien down a ranp to the surface. Many
ALI ENS have gat hered outside the ship. A chorus of
CH RPI NG a CLI CKI NG ermanates from the crowd.

As the visitors approach they part to clear the way to a
bui | di ng ahead.

Once inside the building the conputer and audi o system
t akes over to re-enabl e conmunicati on.

ALI EN 2
This is our space travel control
center. W have nmuch to discuss
and show you.

I NT. VWHI TE HOUSE - SI TUATI ON ROOM - DAY

The president is joined by his security council at a |arge
central table. Menbers continue to arrive.

At the head of the table stands the president, arns spread
in front of him

PRESI DENT
Okay, M ke let’s get her on.

Di non | eans forward fromhis chair and pokes a finger at
the intercomin the center of the table.



Pause.

DI MON
.S.S. cone in. Are you receiving
ficer Brockworth?

SARAH (V. Q)
Affirmative Houston. |'m
recei ving. Go ahead.

PRESI| DENT
Oficer Brockworth. This is the
Pr esi dent .

SARAH (V. Q)
Pr esi dent ?

PRESI DENT
The president of the United
St at es.

| NTERCUT BETWEEN WHI TE HOUSE/ | SS.

Si | ence.

SARAH
Yes sir. Sorry sir. | wasn’t
expecting --

PRESI DENT

That’s quite all right. Now
listen. This is very inportant.
|’ m here with the national
security council

SARAH
| n Houst on?

PRESI DENT
No, the White House -- Wat |’'m
about to tell you is very
inmportant. Do | have your full
attention?

SARAH
Yes sir. Sorry sir, I'mjust a
little confused.

PRESI DENT
Yes, yes. That’'s perfectly
under st andable. The 1.S.S. and
crew are now under operationa
control of the Wite House. From
now on you will report directly
to ne.
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PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
Are you receiving ne officer?

SARAH
Yes, sir.

PRESI DENT
What you’ve reported is
m raculous. This is a truly
hi storical npnent. Anericans were
contacted for a reason and we' d
like to maintain control

DI MON
Sarah, this is chief of staff
Di non. The situation is quite
sensitive. W’ ve received word
that Moscow is attenpting to take
control of the mi ssion. The cold
war is reaching into space.
You're to ignore al
conmmuni cati ons from Russi a.

SARAH
Yes, sir. O course, sir.

DI MON
This is a natter of national
security. We are taking ful
operational control.

SARAH
Okay. What do you need nme to do?

DI MON
Are you in contact with the
conmander ?

SARAH
No, we’'ve had no contact since
they left yesterday.

DI MON
It’s inperative you have him
contact us as soon as he returns
so we can debrief him

SARAH
Yes sir.

PRESI DENT
Okay Brockworth. Thank you for
your service to your country.
Keep an open channel and don’t
comuni cate wi th anyone except
this office.
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SARAH
Affirmative sir. |1.S. S. out.
Di non exits the call.
DI MON

Sounds |i ke we have her.
| NT. HOUSTON - OUTSI DE M SSI ON CONTRCL - DAY

Scooter strides down the corridor to the arned detail at
t he door.

SCOOTER
Sol i der, open this door.

SOLDI ER 1
Sorry sir. We have orders that no
one is to | eave.

SCOOTER
Son, I'mnot trying to |eave, |
want to get in. Qpen the door

The two guards exchange a | ook of conciliation, |evel
their rifles and open the door.

There is a ruckus frominside as the door swi ngs open to
al | ow Scooter entry.

SOLDI ER 1
Back everyone, back.

CHI EF
Scoot er!

Scoot er squeezes through the door and wal ks towards the
Chief as the doors are again closed and seal ed.

SCOOTER
Chi ef. What the hell’s going on
her e?

CHI EF
W’ ve been shut out by the Wiite
House.

SCOOTER

There’s been a lot of mlitary
activity. Then | get sone crazy
call about aliens. Is this rea
worl d or an exercise?

CHI EF
Ohit’s real. Nate and Janmes went
aboard their ship and are,
apparently, on their way to the
alien world.
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SCOOTER
Dam.
(beat)
Sarah and Skaryota?

CH EF
Still aboard the |.S. S.

SCOOTER
W have to try to reestablish
contact with them Can we open a
back channel ?

CHI EF
Power and internet access is cut.
Only thing working are the lights
and A.C.

SCOOTER
You telling ne we, literally,
have a room full of rocket
scientists, but we can’t figure a
wor k around?

The Chief thinks for a noment.

CHI EF
(to room
kay, everyone, listen up. Gve
nme two teans. Team one, | want

you working a solution to sal vage
enough power to send and receive
a nmessage fromthe 1.S. S. Team
two, | want you figuring out

sol utions for maki ng contact
outside of this room-- Get on
it.

The room bustles as the techs organi ze thensel ves by their
relative skills.

SCOOTER
Here, this m ght help.

Scooter hands the Chief a pal msized, old fashi oned
battery powered radio. The chief |ooks confused.

SCOOTER ( CONT’ D)
Find a way to boost it’s power
and you m ght have a
comuni cation device. It’s the
best | could do at short notice.

CHI EF
Pip, | want you with team two.
See what you guys can do with
this.
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He tosses her the radi o and she catches it. She npbves to
join her group as she turns the obsol ete technol ogy over
in her hand.

CH EF ( CONT’ D)
(to Scooter)
Cof f ee?

SCOOTER
Sur e.

CH EF
lt's cold.

SCOOTER
Forget it.

I NT. SPACE - | SS - OBSERVATI ON MCD - DAY

Sarah and Sinon anxiously browse the sky through opposite
Vi ew ports.

Sar ah checks her watch then swi ngs herself around the
cabin to the console. She consults nonitors and types a
few commands to nake standard systens checks.

She stops and pl aces her hands on her stomach. She | ooks
at Sinmon. He feels it too. H s head snatches back to the
wi ndow. Sarah pulls herself beside him

SARAH
Ther el

Less than a mle fromthe station the sane-|ooking alien
ship snaps into view The docking section detaches and it
noves towards the | SS.

SARAH
Airlock.

The pair race through the station to the airl ock.
| NT. SPACE - |ISS - QUEST Al RLOCK - DAY

As they arrive they hear activity on the other side of the
portal .

There is a RAP on the door.

Si nron and Sarah exchange an apprehensive | ook. Sarah
reaches for the depressurization |atch and di sengages the
| ocki ng mechani sm

There is an anxi ous pause, then Nate and Janes clinb
t hrough the port.
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NATE
Eveni ng.

Sarah and Sinon exhale in relief.

SARAH
What took you sons-of-bitches so
| ong?

JAMES

Good to see you too, Sarah.

SARAH
Sorry. Just glad you're
back. It’s been a tough couple

days -- Qur guests have created a
bit if a jurisdictional nmess back
on Earth.

Nat e and Janes nove into the nodule, followed by one of
the aliens. Sinon pulls hinself towards the far wall.

ALI EN 2
Hel | o Sarah. Good to see you
agai n.
SARAH
Hey.
NATE
Sarah, Sinon. This is Ben.
SARAH
Ben?
NATE
Yeah, Ben. Jerry stayed behind
this tinme.
SARAH

Ben and Jerry?
Nate grins |ike a child.

SARAH
(to Janes)
Commander, we’ve got a situation
devel oping. You really need to
debri ef w th Washi ngton.

JAMES
Washi ngt on?

SARAH
I’1l explain, but it’s urgent you
get on the radio.
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BEN
| wll be going. | |ook forward
to arranging further visits soon,
my friends.

Ben hands Janes a netallic box.

BEN ( CONT’ D)
Aqgift.

JAMES
Thank you.

BEN

It is a bridge. You open the box
here. Activate it, as we have
shown you, then you can travel
back and fourth between our

worl ds -- We are now nei ghbors.
NATE
Great, ’'cus Janes used up all the
sugar.
BEN
A j oke?
NATE
Not ny best.
BEN

Goodbye, friends. Let us see one
anot her agai n soon.

Janmes and Nate shake hands with Ben and he exits back
t hrough the port into his ship.

SARAH
So, they' re mal e?

NATE
Actual ly, they’ re hermaphrodites.
Their biology is pretty
i nteresting.

There is a jolt as the ship detaches.

JAVES
kay, let’s go find out what’s
been goi ng on here.

NATE
Janes, please be m ndful of what
you tell them

The crew files out the airlock to the command nod. Nate
stops by the science nod to stow the case of sensors.
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| NT. WHI TE HOUSE - WAR ROOM - DAY
The president talks with Dinon. O her nenbers of the

security council are in discussion with their aids or talk
on one of the many phones that litter the central table.

Ni chols pulls the phone fromhis ear.
NI CHOLS
M. President. The Commander has
returned. He’'s on conmns.

Everyone in the roomhalts what they are doing.

PRESI| DENT
Put hi mon speaker.
(beat)
Commander. \Wel cone back. This is
the President. I’"'mhere with the

security counci l

JAMES (V. Q)
M. President. It’s an honor.

PRESI DENT
The honor is m ne, Communder. So,
what news from space?

| NTERCUT BETWEEN WH/ | SS.

JAMES
Vell sir. W have successfully
establ i shed contact with an
intelligent alien species.

PRESI DENT
That’'s certainly a headline. Wat
can you tell us about thenf Do
t hey pose any imediate threat to
our security?

JAMES
No sir. | would say none at all.
They’ re a very peaceful species.
They have no militarily or any
weapons of any kind, as far as we
could tell.

At this the nenbers of the room exchange gl ances. The
presi dent | ooks to D non and Nichol s.

PRESI DENT
No mlitary you say?

JAMES
No sir. Aremarkably friendly and
i nqui sitive speci es.



PRESI DENT
Well that is reassuring,
commander. Were you able to
coll ect nmuch data about them and
their technol ogy.

JAMES
Some sir. Mostly atnospheric and
geol ogi cal data collected by the
sci ence officer.

PRESI DENT
Very good. |I'mgoing to ask you
to conpile all your data and
transmt everything to us as soon
as possible.

JAMES
Yes, sSir.

PRESI DENT
Ri ght away, Commander.

JAMES
Affirmative, sir.

DI MON
M ke Di non. Under no
circunstances are you to
comruni cate with the Russi ans.

JANMES
Sir?

DI MON
O ficer Brockworth can fill you
in on that.

JAMES
And NASA? What’'s happening with
M ssion control ?

DI MON
The White House has operationa
control noving forward. For now
just focus on conpiling that data
and sendi ng us everything you
can. CQut.

JAMES
Yes, sir. 1.S.S. Cut.
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| NT. SPACE - | SS - COVWAND MOD - DAY
Nate enters just as they end the transm ssion.
NATE

It snmells worse here than
remenber. What did | m ss?

JAMES
The White House has m ssi on
over si ght .

NATE

VWher e’ s NASA?

SARAH
They’ ve been of f coms since the
Wi t e House took over.

NATE
VWhat ?

JAMES

(to Nate)
| m gonna need your data fromthe
sensors. The President has
requested the audi o and vi deo
files too.

(to Sarah)
| need you to upload everything
to them as soon as you can.

NATE
VWait. VWhat? Janes, hold on. W
tal ked about this.

JANMVES
This is direct fromthe President
himsel f. The files, go get them

NATE
Can we talk for a nonent? In
private.

Wth reluctance Janes signals to the exit and pulls
himsel f toward the portal. Nate foll ows.

JAMES
(to Sarah)
Pool the audio and video files
fromthe E.V.A and the trip.
Prepare to receive additiona
files. 1 want everything upl oaded
as soon as possi bl e.

Sarah busies herself with the files as Sinon slips quietly
out of the nodul e.
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I NT. 1SS - SCI ENCE MOD - DAY

Janes and Nate are hunkered in the corner.

NATE

What have you already told thenf
JAMES

He’'s the President. | answered

hi s questi ons.

NATE
Think Janmes. We can’t trust the
politicians with this. You saw
the data. Fresh water, unlimted
resources, precious netals. If
they find out how nmuch oil is
down there it’'s over

JANMVES
You don’t know t hat.

NATE
They have no protection. If our
governnment, or any government,
uses a bridge to get down there
it’s over for them

JAMES
He’s ny commander-in-chief. This
is nowa mlitary operation. It’'s
a direct order.

NATE
We can't tell them Just give ne
sonme tinme to change the data.

JANMVES
| can’t do that. This is not our
cal | .

James noves to | eave, but Nate thrusts himback into the
wal | .

NATE
Don't do this.

JANMVES
Move asi de.

NATE
Janes, you do this and there’ s no
goi ng back.

James pushes past Nate who doesn’t resist further.
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JAMES
| want a copy of the data files
right now. The President wll
deci de how best to use the

information. Get themor 1'Il do
it and revoke your mi ssion
st at us.

Janes hands Nate a USB stick

JAMES
Now.

Nate grudgingly retrieves the case, inserts the data stick
and pulls the data.

NATE
This is wong. And you know it.

Wt hout another word Janes pushes his way out of the
sci -nod. Sinon, who has overheard this exchange, sul ks
into the shadows to avoid being seen as Janes passes by.

Nate works out his anger on sone equi pnment. He pulls
hi msel f out of the opposite exit towards his quarters.

Si non sei zes the opportunity. He rolls into the sci-nod
and retrieves a USB froma drawer. He inserts it into the
case and filches a copy of the data.

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - WAR ROOM - DAY

The council are busy on phones. The president watches a
| arge nmonitor, coffee in hand.

COVMUNI CATI ON OFFI CER
M. President. W’'ve received the

files fromthe I.S.S. 1t'Il take
sone tinme to analyze all the
dat a.

PRESI DENT

What information did they send?

COVMUNI CATI ON OFFI CER
Looks Ii ke a bunch atnospheric
and geol ogi cal scans.

PRESI DENT
kay, let's see it. Put it on the
bi g screen.

Soon the nonitor is full of raw data. Percentages of al
el enents in the periodic table.
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DI MON
What does any of this nean?

COVMUNI CATI ON OFFI CER
Hold on sir, let nme clean it up.

Monments |ater the raw data streamis replaced with nore
| egible information in easy to read rows.

COMMUNI CATI ON OFFI CER
| can run a programto conpare
this to Earth's el ements.

The programruns and it’s clear that the conposition is
al nost identical to earth. Wth a few significant
di ff erences.

El ements |like Gold, Rhodium Platinumare vastly increased
in the Alien crust. Huge underground | akes, the size of
continents, full of oil. Much of the carbon is in the form
of dianbnd. The roomstarts to buzz.

This newworld is a treasure trove. Unlimted fresh water
breathable air, fertile land and riches beyond anyt hi ng
the Earth coul d provide.

DI MON
M. President. | believe this has
taken a nore urgent turn.
(beat)

|f these data are correct this
new worl d hol ds nore val ue than
just alien technology. Wth these
riches we could dom nate the
wor | d econony for generations.

NI CHCOLS
| f the Russians don't get there
first.

PRESI DENT

What do you nean? W’ ve al ready
got our boys up there.

NI CHOLS
Sir, we’ve picking up a lot of
chatter fromthe Chinese and
Russi ans. The word is that the
Russi ans are preparing a |aunch
within a few days.

PRESI DENT
What ? What ki nd of | aunch?

NI CHOLS
It’s unclear, but they appear
determ ned to take point on the
alien front.



GOLDBERG
Once they get wind of this new
data they're going to nake a grab
for it.

DI MON
We can’'t allow that to happen.
(to president)
Sir. W need to get sone
firepower up there. Four or five
marines. W can’t afford to |et
t he Russians secure the 1.S.S.

PRESI DENT
Ch. wWll, yes. O course. How
long until we can nmake a | aunch?

DI MON
It’s going to be close sir. Say,
five days if we go private. Maybe
four if we reengage NASA.

NI CHCOLS
The Russi ans coul d be ready about
the sane time. W have no inte
on the Chi nese response.

The president thinks this over for a nonent.

PRESI DENT
Ckay. | want you all working
every angle you have to sl ow
t hese Russians down. | don’t want

their launch goi ng ahead any tine
soon. Let’s get a team of our
boys up there before anyone gets
a sniff of this.

DI MON
You heard him Let’'s go people.

I NT. CHI NA - BEIJI NG - ZHONGNANHAI - HEADQUARTERS OF THE

COMMUNI ST PARTY OF CHI NA - EVEN NG

A dar kened room |Indistinct FI GQURES stand around a central

desk. A PHONE RINGS and is answered by a dark,
FI GURE.

SEATED FI GURE
(in mandarin, English
subtitles)
Yes. Send the file.

He hangs up the phone.

87.

seat ed
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SEATED FI GURE ( CONT' D)

(in mandarin to room

English subtitles)
CGentl enmen. Qur asset within the
Wi te House has confirned the
report. We can not allowthe
Ameri cans to nonopolize the
resources of this new world.
Deploy the mlitary.

I NT. SPACE - |ISS - QUARTERS - DAY

Sinon sits alone on his bunk. He connects the USB to a
conputer. Conplex data streans over the nonitor

Sonme details catch his eye. Gold, mnerals and | ots of
oil. Sinon's face bruises with excitenent.

He's salivating. He opens a bag and retrieves a sat phone
and keys the pad.

The phone is answered by an indistinct voice. [In Russian
with English subtitles].

SI MON

Yakov, put Abram on the phone.

(pause)
| don’t care who he’s with, put
hi m on the damm phone.

(pause)
|’ mgoing to punch you in the
throat if you don’t go and get
hi mright now.

(1 ong pause)
Yes, it’'s ne.

(pause)

Didn't you tell himwhere | was?
(pause)

Well, he’s a noron. Listen. |’ve

got a business proposition --
Tal k to nme about Russi an hardware
up here.

I NT. SPACE - |ISS - QUARTERS - DAY

Si non pokes his head out of the roomthen pulls hinself
t hough the nodules to the Russian half of the station.

RUSSI AN SCI ENCE MODULE

He enters the nodul e and opens a storage unit. Pulls out a
| arge case. In Russian a | abel reads "Mars M ssion Supply
iv'. He dials the conbination and is shocked to di scover

t he contents.
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He renoves an energency 2 cani ster and mask, a |arge
hunting knife and a mlitary-issue MP-443 Grach and three
clips of 9x19mm parabel | um rounds. There are several

smal | vials, perhaps cyanide. In the bottomthere is a
conceal ed conpartnent.

| nsi de the conpartnment are six sticks of TNT and a timer
attached to a detonator. He enpties a nearby case and
repacks the itens into it. He exits the nodul e.

I NT. RUSSIA - KREMLIN - CORRIDOR - EVEN NG

A Russian in a suit hangs up a sat phone. This is ABRAM
60s, ex-mlitary/ K@, businessman. He wal ks down an
echoing hallway to a | arge set of doors.

Wt hout knocking he enters into the office of the Russian
security council. Conversations stop as the nenbers of the
Russi an governnent stare.

ABRAM
Gent |l enen. W& have a new
si tuation.

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - MEN S TO LET - DAWN

Expensi ve suit-pants sag around ankles inside a cubicle. A
phone RI NGS.

Funmbling to pull up his pants. The phone drops and breaks.
The stall door opens and Di non catapults out.

He's down the hall and slides into the war room door with
a BANG that quiets the room Inside everyone's attention
is now on the door as Di nbn enters.

I NT. VWHI TE HOUSE - WAR ROOM - DUSK

The council | ook worn. Ties are renoved and shirt sleeves
roll ed up. Coffee cups and fast food containers litter the
t abl e.

DI MON
The Russi ans have noved up their
| aunch. They’'re T-m nus siX
hour s.

PRESI DENT
How s that possible?

DI MON
It seens their shuttle program
was never fully abandoned.
They’ ve purpose nodified sone
equi pment to transport troops to
the 1.S. S
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GOLDBERG
They know. Sonehow t hey know.
PRESI DENT
How many troops?
DI MON
That’s all the information |
have.
PRESI DENT
(enraged)
Well find out. And task a damm
satellite.

EXT. RUSS|I A - PLESETSK COSMODROME - DAWN

A Russian shuttle sits on the pad being fuel ed. Cool ant

vents fromthe tanks |ike a sleeping giant breathing in

the norning frost. Snow bl ankets the ground. The new sun
pokes holes in the dense conifer tree |line.

| NT. PLESETSK COSMODROVE - PREP HANGER - DAWN

A dozen nenbers of the Russian Aerospace Force ready
tactical gear and stock provision crates. Around them
support staff prep twelve |aunch suits.

An engi neering marvel . The Russians have stripped and
retrofitted an I SS resupply nodule with twel ve surplus
Soviet MG pilot seats.

I NT. CHI NESE NUCLEAR SUB - VWH TE SEA - DAWN

A Chinese crew work silently at their respective stations,
lights dimred to red. The vessel is in stealth node. [In
Mandarin, English subtitles].

NAVI GATOR
Captain, we have arrived. Fifty
mles to target.

CAPTAI N
(to first officer)
Prepare the payl oad.

FI RST OFFI CER
(into com)

Weapons, con.

VEAPONS OFFI CER
Con, weapons.

FI RST OFFI CER
Prepare for |aunch.
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WEAPONS OFFI CER
Yes, sir.

FI RST OFFI CER
(to captain)
Weapon i s being readied, sir.

CAPTAI' N
Bring us to periscope depth.

FI RST OFFI CER
Peri scope depth, yes sir.

The First officer grunts at the hel nsman and the ship
begins to slowy rise fromthe depths.

EXT. RUSSI A - VWH TE SEA - DAWN

A steal eye breaks the surface of the calm frigid
bl ackness. Street lights glisten over the snow northern
coast. Plesetsk Cosnodrone glows fifty mles inland.

EXT. RUSSI A - PLESETSK COSMODROVE - LAUNCH PAD - DAY
The armof a netallic Titan raises a crew pod froma
flatbed. It swings into the gaping nouth of the verti cal
shuttl e cargo hol d.

The ship exhal es a vaporous breath in anticipation of the
clinb ahead.

CREW POD.

Stern faces. Experienced and professional. The soldiers
focus on their internal preparations as the pod SLAVS
home, secure within the shuttle cargo hol d.

LAUNCH PAD

Calm A picture postcard winter scene. A belch of snoke. A
PONERFUL BLAST from rocket engi nes shakes snow from
surrounding trees. A dragons breath - fire on ice.

The shuttle pulls for the sky, toasted terrain below. A
dense bl ack tail follows her arc out over the sea.

EXT. RUSSI A - WH TE SEA - DAY
Si | ence.

A ROAR of blinding light trails a streak of gray snoke
upward from sl ate-bl ack waters.
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I NT. VWH TE HOUSE - WAR ROOM - NI GHT

The faces of the security council are | ocked on the main
screen. A satellite inage of a shuttle lifting froma
snowy pl at eau.

The shuttle begins its roll as it throttles-up over the
sea.

At the top of the screen the conputer identifies a new
target. Slow at first, but with rapid acceleration. It
cl oses on the shuttle.

DI MON
VWhat... is... that?

EXT. Al RSPACE ABOVE VWH TE SEA - DAY

The shuttle pitches. Punching through the atnosphere. A
second trail raises fromthe sea. Collision course. The
shuttle rockets forward on a deadly trajectory. The two
conver ge.

A MASSI VE EXPLCOSION. Fire and debris swell like a raw
blister. Annihilation.

WAR ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Shock. Surprise. Relief. A stunned silence is broken wth:

SECRETARY FOR DEFENSE
VWhooooo!

Cheers and jubilation. Hi gh-fives and handshakes. D non
notices an incomng call. He picks up the receiver. H's
face contorts.

DI MON
M. President.

He’s voice is lost in the cacophony of self
congrat ul ati on.

DI MON ( CONT’ D)
M. President.

The cel ebrati on conti nues.

- DI MON ( CONT’ D)
| I!

The raucous cedes to silence.

PRESI DENT
M ke. What is it?
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DI MON

| have the Chinese... they say

t hey shot down the shuttle.
PRESI DENT

Well, send them a box of cigars.
DI MON

They say they used an Anerican
mssile, sir. They ve forwarded
evi dence to the Russians that you
gave the strike order.

PRESI DENT
VWhat ? What are they up to?

He returns to the phone. A shadow falls over his face.

DI MON
They say they will actuate a
tactical nuclear strike on
Roscosnos under fal se flag unl ess
we transfer all mssion protocols
to them

SECRETARY FOR DEFENSE
They’ re bl uffing.

DI MON
They just blew a Russian shuttle
out of the sky with one of our
m ssi | es.

PRESI DENT
Are they trying to start world
war three?

GOLDBERG
They’ ve been left out of the
ganme. Now they want it all

PRESI DENT
Cet ne the Russians on the phone.
Now.

CHAI RVAN OF THE JO NT CHI EFS
(on phone)
Sir. It may be too late. |I'm
receiving word that the Russians
are fueling their |.C. B. M.

PRESI DENT
What ? How many?

CHAl RMAN OF THE JO NT CHI EFS
Appears to be everything.
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GOLDBERG
Oh, Cod.

DI MON
The Chinese are playing both
si des.

SECRETARY FOR DEFENSE
We are under inmnent threat. W
must act preenptively.

The roomis plunged into darkness. Backup power kicks in.
There is a rush to the phones. Lights flicker.

DI MON
(on phone, to roon)
Sir, we’ve been breached. .. An
active hack.

CHAI RVAN OF THE JO NT CHI EFS
We are exposed. This represents a
cl ear and present danger. W rmnust
act .

PRESI DENT
NATO. Get ne NATO

I NT. HOUSTON - M SSI ON CONTRCL - DAY

NASA techs are busy on task. A group kneel around a
monitor. Its guts are out and connected to a nest of
wres. It flickers to life.

TECH
That’s it. We got it.

PI P
Chief. W’ re breathing over here.

The Chief and Scooter |ean over a group at the other end
of the room The Chief wheels around.

CHI EF
What you got, Pip?

Pl P
Internet. Well, sort of. Not nuch
bandw dt h, but shoul d be enough
to send an emil .

CHI EF
You beauty. Let’s find out what
the hell is going on.

The Chi ef squeezes in between the eager, yet fatigued
faces of the techs. He raps on the keyboard.



VWH TE HOUSE - WAR ROOM

The White House Chief of Staff’s assistant,

an i ncomng email

covert reply.

M SSI ON CONTRCL.

The bl ood drains fromthe Chief’s face.

techs are i mobili zed.

The Chi ef

SCOOTER
Bob, we gotta get a nessage up to
them We gotta let 'em know.

grabs the old radio.

CHI EF
Does this work?

Pl P
Yeah, it works, but | can't see
how it can hel p.

CHI EF
It's designed to receive radio
signals, right?

PI P
Yes.
CHI EF
Well, if we reverse the polarity
on the coil could we --
PI P
-- send a signal.
CHI EF
Exactly.
Pl P

But it would be very weak. It
woul dn’t transmt further than a
coupl e bl ocks. And we’d not be
abl e to send anything nore than,
per haps, a binary signal.

CHI EF
Do you think you coul d reprogram
the al pha array to receive a | ow
frequency radi o signal and
broadcast it to the ultra-Iow
frequency antenna aboard the
|.S. S.?

Darr en,
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checks

Wt hout drawing attention he types a

The surroundi ng
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Pl P
| guess it’s possible, but not
fromin here. 1'd have to be
i nside the room

CHI EF
Qut st andi ng.
(to the room
Ckay people. Drop everything.
Sci ence class is over. You' ve al
graduated to drama school .

The Chi ef hands Scooter a piece of paper and a pen.
| NT. HOUSTON - QUTSI DE M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY

The security detail |ooks ragged. One soldier half dozes,
chin on chest. The other rests against a wall.

There’s a COVWOTI ON, YELLING frominside the room The
soldiers snap alert. Disoriented they | ook to each other
for an explanation.

The cacophony gets |ouder. Furniture is broken agai nst
wal | s. SHOUTS for help.

The sol di ers open the door, the business end of their
rifles | ead the way.

At the far side of the rooma dozen techs are engaged in a
weak tussle, like a poorly choreographed western
bar-fight. The roomis in ruin.

SOLD ER 1
Hey! Hey! Stop that!

SOLDI ER 2
Quit it! Now

The techs, ruffled, stop and stare at the soldiers. P
slips frombehind the door. Cat-like she swoops out in
the corridor. Once clear she sprints for a side exit |

she was running on hot coals.

p
to
i ke
The techs break and go back to their stations. The

sol di ers exchange a confused | ook. Content the event is
over they | eave the roomand | ock the doors.

Chi ef and Scooter exchange a relieved | ook.

| NT. ARRAY CONTROL ROOM - DAY

Pip runs up to a door and | ooks in through the wi ndow. The
roomis enpty. She pulls from her pocket the piece of
paper Chief had handed to Scooter.

She punches the series of nunbers hand witten on the note
into the keypad. The override opens the door.
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She takes the console. A sleeping systemblinks to life.
On the nonitor a radi o waveform

PI P
Ckay- dokay.

She inputs a few choi ce commands and the waveform
stretches and contracts into a rudinmentary series or |ong
and short pul ses. Mrse code.

| nto anot her consol e she keys further commands.

EXT. ALPHA ARRAY - HUSTON - DAY

A small array of three dishes set between buil di ngs nove
in sync to align at a new point in the sky.

I NT. SPACE - ISS - SCIENCE MOD - N GHT

Nate | ays on his bunk. He pounds his baseball into his
pal m Tears streak his face.

He stuffs the ball under his pillow and pulls for the
conmand nod

COVIVAND MOD.
Janmes and Sarah are hunkered together as Nate enters.

NATE
Janes.

James holds up a finger to silence him

NATE ( CONT’ D)
W need to tal k.

JANMVES
Come | ook at this.

Nate is caught off guard. He approaches the pair.

NATE
What ?
JAMES
What does that | ook |like to you?
NATE
Static.
JAMES
Wait. Watch.

Nate watches as the radi o waves dip and spike in an
artificial rhythm
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NATE
Morse. That's Morse code.

SARAH
Wiy is the V.L.F. picking up
Mor se?

JAMES
(to Nate)
Can you transl ate?

NATE
Sonething. Errr. | need paper and
pencil .

Sarah hands Nate a small pencil and a pad of paper.

Nate scribbl es, unblinking as the signal scrolls by on the
monitor. Janes cranes his neck to see.

JAMES
Vel | ?

NATE
Hol d on.

More scribbling then the pencil stops. Nate reads the
nmessage. Hi s jaw clenches. He slans the notepad down on
t he console. James scranbles for the pad as Nate hurls
hi nsel f out of the nodul e.

JAMES
Nat e?

Janmes reads the nessage.

JAMES
Ch God.

JAMES BERTH

Nat e | ocates the box containing the bridge.

He returns to the science nod and pulls the scanner case
fromthe rack. He wenches a power cord fromthe wall and
jams it into the up-link port of the case.

Sparks and a puff of snoke and the scanners are junked
along with their data.

Al RLOCK.

He maneuvers through the station to the airlock. He pulls
on a space suit and locks into an EMJ. He purges the
airlock with an emergency override. The outer door opens
and Nate fires up the thrusters.



COVVAND  MOD.

An ALARM i nforns Janes and sarah of the exposed port.

SARAH

Airlock in the E. V. A MD.

JAMES

VWhere’'s Nate?

James keys the comm

No reply.

JAMVES ( CONT’ D)
Nat e?

JAMES ( CONT’ D)
Nat e. Report.

SARAH
| have himon the externals. He's
E. V. A

JAMVES
Nat e. What the hell are you
doi ng?

NATE (V. Q)
|"msorry Janmes. | can’t let you
gi ve the governnent access to
this planet. | have to do
sonet hi ng.

JAMES

Are you out of your m nd? Turn
around now and get back inside.
We’re under Presidential order.

EXT. SPACE - 500 METERS FROM | SS

NATE
The President can go to hell.
|"ve gotta warn them It’s
spiraling out of control down
t here--

JAMES
Nat e!

NATE
Maybe Dad coul dn’t save our
pl anet, but | can save theirs.

Nate is half a mle fromthe ISS. He throttl es back.
activates the lid of the box and a beauti f ul

| evitates out.

bathed in red |ight.

red orb

99.

He

Fromthe I SS Janes and Ryan can see Nate
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JAMES (V.0Q)
Don’t you do it.

Nat e reaches out and grabs at the orb |like he’'s squeezing
an orange.

EXT. ALI EN PLANET - CONTI NUOUS

The 1SS is gone and Nate floats in space with the alien
pl anet in the b.g.

The shock causes himto gasp for breath then vomt inside
hi s hel net.

He gathers hinself and evaluates his isolation.
NATE
(to self)
Well, you didn't think that
t hrough, did you?

There is nothing for himto do but float above the pl anet
with a visor covered in puke and a waning O2 supply.

I NT. 1SS. COMVAND MOD.

Janes is furious.

JAMES
Dammit. Sarah, go find Sinon. |
want everyone up here. | have to

radi o Washi ngt on.
I NT. 1SS - VARI QUS LOCATI ONS.

Sarah searches for Sinon. She reaches his berth. He's
absent. An open bag catches her eye. She | ooks inside and
pulls out a pistol. Studies it in disbelief. She repl aces
it and pulls out a knife. A voice behind her:

S| MON
Well, this is unfortunate.

She wheel s around, knife in hand.

SARAH
What is this, Sinon? Did you
bring this on-board?

S| MON
No. | found it.

SARAH
You found it? You' re joking? I
have to take this to Janes.
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SI MON
| can’t let you do that.

SARAH
CGet the fuck out of nmy way.

Si non nmakes a grab for the knife. The sheath slides off in
hi s hand, exposing the blade. They grapple.

Sarah receives a savage blow to the stomach. Sinon thrusts
her up against the wall by her throat. Sinon is suddenly a
nmonster and she’s in a fight for her life.

Wth a pivot she delivers an elbow to his jaw. She breaks
free, but he’s on her instantly.

Locked in battle in zero-G No up nor down, they bounce
off the walls of the nodul e disoriented and conf used.

A deadly jolt. The conbatants stare into one another’s
eyes, both caught by the surprise of this fatal nonent.
Mar bl es of bl ood boil away fromthe pair.

Sarah’s eyes roll back in her head as her body peels away
fromSinmon, linp and lifeless.

Sinon stares at the knife, buried to the hilt between
Sarah’s ribs. He grabs his bag and bolts for the door.

EXT. SPACE - ABOVE ALI EN WORLD

Nate floats hel pl ess. He struggles to focus. A faint glow
rises fromthe planet surface. He slips into

unconsci ousness.

A ship arrives. A port opens and swal | ows Nate.

| NT. ALIEN SH P - DAY

Ben and his crew tend to Nate. They renove his hel net and
clean his face. He's out cold.

Ben barks an order. The hel msman depl oys a red sphere. The
bridge is activated. The ship appears next to:

| SS - VARI QUS LOCATI ONS - DAY
Janes hurries to the airlock and keys the comm

JAMVES
Sarah, Sinpon. airlock. Now.

Janes rel eases the airlock and enters the ship.
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ALI EN SHI P - CONTI NUQUS
He finds Nate stripped of his suit, but still unconscious.

JAVES
Ben. |Is he okay?

BEN
The bridge is not designed for
i ndi vi dual use. There is too nuch
energy. He's lucky to be alive. |
shoul d have perhaps warned of
this.

JAMES
You can’t expect to predict Nate.

BEN
OCh, hell o Sinon.

Janes turns on his heel to see Sinon standing behind him

JAMVES
Si nron. Where' s Sarah?

He notices the pistol gripped between white knuckl es.

JAMVES
VWhat the hell is that?

SI MON
Hand ne the bridge.

JAMES
Are you out of your m nd? Wiy do
you have a gun?

SI MON
Hand it over or | blow the whol e
pl ace.

Sinon jiggles the bag in his hand.

JAMES
You have expl osives here? Aboard
the station? Are you insane?

S| MON
There’s enough T.N.T. in here to
turn this shit-hole station into
confetti. Hand over the bridge!

Janes turns to Ben who holds out the box. Janes accepts it
and skids it over the floor to Sinon.

Si non tosses the bag to the side and picks up the box.
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SI MON
This planet is mne. If you were
smart you' d do the sane.

JAVES
What are you tal king about ?

SI MON
This planet will nmake ne a
superpower in my own right. Wen
| secure the surface with the
Russians 1’11 have excl usive
access to all of its wealth.
| magi ne arriving at the begi nning
of the gold rush or before the
oi |l industry began and cl ai m ng
excl usive rights. I nmagi ne being
t here, but know ng what we know
now. | nmagine owning all the |and
rights to build and |ive there.

This place is mne. |'’mthe new
lord of this land. Every liter of
oil will flow through nme. Every

precious netal and mneral wll
be stanmped with ny nane. 1’1
build cities and the people w ||
come. The Earth is dying. | own
t he future!

NATE
| told you he was an asshol e.

Si non registers the now consci ous Nate. He grinaces,
| evel s the gun and squeezes the trigger. CLICK Janes
rushes Sinmon as he funbles with the safety.

BANG. Janes shields Nate with his body and takes the round
to the stomach

Sinmon turns on his heel and flees back into the |ISS.
Janes lifts hinself fromthe floor. He linps to the bag
and | ooks inside. Sticks of TNT are strapped to a tiner.
The counter shows three minutes. Seconds tick down.
Wth a groan Janes shoul ders the bag and pursues Sinon.

Nate struggles to rise. He calls out to Janes as he
di sappears into the ISS. Streaks of blood snear the floor.

NATE
Janes!
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AMERI CAN SOYUZ - MOMENTS LATER
Si non punches the entry hatch control and dives in.
INT. 1SS - VARI QUS LOCATI ONS - CONTI NUQUS

James noves fromhand rail to hand rail. He henorrhages a
floating trail of claret-red spheres.

He reaches the Soyuz to see Sinon working the | aunch
controls. He pounds a fist on the wi ndow and | eaves a
snmudge of bl ood.

JAMES
CGet out of there, you
son-of -a-bitch

Sinon ignores him Wrks on the conmands for detachnent.

Janes, in agony, reaches for the external hatch | ock. He
pries it open. Sinon | ooks up to see James throw the bag
into the Soyuz. The hatch cl oses again.

Si non grabs the bag, opens the hatch and tosses it back
into the ISS. Tine is running out. Janes seizes the bag,
plants his feet against the wall and | aunches towards the
hat ch. He passes the | ock and snmacks the hatch open.

Janes flies into the Soyuz and crashes into Sinon. The
bullet in his gut causes himto cringe in pain.

Sinmon is manic. He throws punches at Janes’ face with a
bl oody fury. James reaches for the energency rel ease and
t ugs.

The hatch closes and the Soyuz is ejected fromthe |ISS
with a massive jolt. Janes cl oses his bl oodied eyes, arms
drift open, cruciform Sinon panics.

An EXPLOSION -- reduced to a singularly.
EXT. SPACE - ABOVE ALI EN WORLD

At the other end of space a ball of FIRE erupts over the
alien world. Debris fromthe Soyuz is vaporized in the
pl anet’ s at nosphere.

INT. 1SS - VARI QUS LOCATI ONS - CONTI NUCUS

Ben hel ps Nate navigate through the ISS in search of
Janes. A trail of blood-drops cling to the hull towards a
vacat ed docking port. On the wi ndow a bl oody hand print
and beyond, space.

NATE
Janes!

Nate pulls for the cupol a observati on pod.



105.

I NT. CUPOLA - CONTI NUQUS

Nat e and Ben scan the sky for the Soyuz. Earth | oons, but
no sign of the Soyuz.

Somet hi ng catches Nate’'s eye. A bright flash on the
Eastern seaboard of the US. Another.

He cranes at the window. The flashes are replaced by |arge
red disks. Mdre flashes. More. Now in Europe. The land is
peppered with flashes, |ike a dance of fireflies. Too nmany
to count. Unendi ng.

Nat e eyes are wild.

NATE
No. No! No!

The scene escal ates. South Anerica and the visible parts
of West Africa begin to |ight up.

Eart h has engaged i n gl obal nuclear war.

Ben | ooks to his friend for an explanation. Nate's
expression is sufficient comrunication.

Ben | owers hinself fromthe cupola and pulls hinself back
to his ship.

The aliens disengage fromthe ISS and return to the nain
ship. In a blink the ship is drawn into a singularity.

| SS - CUPCLA - MJCH LATER

Nate still stares at his hone. COccasional |ights flash

t hough a dense cover of black soot. As the Earth turns he
sees that Asia has not escaped the devastation.

Nat e hol ds his head. Devast at ed.

He sits up. Tears in his eyes.

NATE
Ben?

Si | ence.

NATE ( CONT’ D)
Sar ah?

He pulls fromthe cupol a.

NATE ( CONT’ D)
Sar ah?

He turns into Chip’s berth where he finds Sarah’s |ifeless
body.
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Then a famliar sensation. He pulls for the port w ndow.
EXT. SPACE THROUGH W NDOW - CONTI NUQUS
Beyond the wi ndow a Bl ack desert. Desol ate. Lonely.

Nate blinks as a shiny nautilus ship appears. A tearful
sm |l e breaks through the disrepair.

Anot her ship arrives. ldentical. Another. And Another. In
a flash dozens of ships fill the view ng port.

INT. 1SS - QUEST Al RLOCK - MOVENTS LATER

Nat e opens the airlock to find Ben and Jerry in front of
hi m

BEN
Let’s go. W don’t have nuch
tinme.

Wthout a word Nate junps through the airlock into their
shi p.

As they wal k:

JERRY
We have been able to anal yze what
has happened. A | arge nunber of
hi gh energy fusion events have
caused severe damage to the

pl anet .

BEN
By our cal cul ations the
devastation will lead to the
extinction of seventy one percent
of the |ife on earth. I'msorry
to say, ny friend. This includes
humans.

JERRY

However, if we act fast we may be
abl e to sal vage a nunber of
humans from areas not yet

af fected by the radiation.

NATE
What ?

JERRY
But we nust act quick. The
radi ation is spreading fast.

They enter the main ship. The crew are busy at their
stati ons.
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EXT. SPACE - ABOVE EARTH

Dozens of alien ships descend into Earth's atnosphere.
They di sperse. Each on a specific trajectory.

I NT. ALIEN SHI P 1 - OBSERVATI ON DECK - DAY

The view clears as the ship descends through stratospheric
snoke and soot. Nate points.

NATE
There! Can we try there?

The remains of a vaporized city loons in the distance.
East of the city the ship approaches a | ake upw nd of a
pl unme of super-heated radioactive cloud.

The ship touches down. A | ake house dom nates a clearing.
Nate and the aliens rush out --

NATE
Jill? Jill?

JILL HAM LTON (30s), long dark hair and famliar features,
pokes out of the front door. She | ooks confused,
terrified. Achild-in-arns clings to her and cowers.

JILL
Nate! Is it you?
NATE
Yes. Quick, get on board.
JILL
That t hi ng?
NATE
Yes, no time to explain. W gotta

go.
Once on-board the door closes with a CLANK of finality.

The ship rises. Buffeted heavily by turbul ence. Snoke and
ci nders obscure the view.

Nate sits upfront with Ben, while Jill and the child
huddl e in the back. He | ooks over his shoulder to check on
t hem

JILL
VWhere’'s James?

Nat e’ s expression says nore than words could. Jil
breaks-down. Pulls the child in closer.

A smal|l eye finds an opening through Jill’s clothes. The
child and Nate exchange a silent nonent.
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EXT. EARTH - ABOVE THE AMERI CAS - DAY

Ships Iift fromthe ground. Their precious human cargo
aboard. They fight to gain altitude. Over a hill in South
America an i nage of a soapstone statue, arnms outstretched,
comes into view

I NT. ALIEN SHI P 2 - OBSERVATI ON DECK - DAY

Upon seeing this fromthe w ndow passengers prostrate and
cross thenselves. Snoke and fire envelops Christ The
Redeener .

EXT. SPACE - ABOVE EARTH - MOVENTS LATER

Many ships sail away from an unrecogni zabl e Earth. One by
one they nake the junp and di sappear.

EXT. ALI EN PLANET - DAWN

Nate’s ship descends to a clearing surrounded by | ush
vegetation. He helps Jill to her feet and ushers themonto
t he new worl d.

O her ships followinto the clearing.
EXT. CLEARI NG NEAR WOODS - DAWN

As they alight the ships, people react to their new hone
W th expressions as varied as their backgrounds. Sone
excited and expectant. O hers confused and afraid.

Nate notices the child with Jill is overwhel ned. She sobs
into her nothers arns.

NATE
Hey. Hi. Everything is going to
be okay. You nust be Isabelle.
| " myour uncle, Nate.

The child cowers further into her nothers arns.

NATE
Hey, do you I|ike baseball?

She sniffs and rolls her swollen eyes towards Nate.

NATE
Look. You know what the World
Series is?

| sabel l e nods. Clearly interested in this distraction.

NATE
This here is a gane ball fromthe
twenty-twenty World Series. Your
grandad caught it and gave it to
me when | was about your age.
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She | ooks down at the ball. The sobbi ng has subsi ded.

NATE
Wul d you like to have it?

She |1 ooks to her nother for a confirmatory smle then
slow y reaches out her hand.

Nat e stares at her open pal m

A pause for several beats.

He | ooks at the ball and rubs his thunb over the soft

| eather. Nate places the ball in her hand and is instantly
rewarded with a smle.

FADE OUT:



