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The openi ng scene intercuts between BRUCE JOHNSON, a wel |
built black man, early 20's, an up and com ng boxer, fighting
at Caesar's Pal ace in Las Vegas and TOMW REED, (l|ater known
as Johnny Val ko) a very tall, lean, white man in his early
30's. Atough fighter fighting in a back roomin Chi nat own,
New York City. Both are m ddl ewei ghts

During the opening scenes, the voice of DAVE BONTEMPO, a
boxi ng announcer can be heard as the fight commentator.

EXT. LAS VEGAS - CAESAR S PALACE BOXI NG VENUE - NI GHT

The packed crowd CHEERS W LDLY. Bruce boxes a fighter he
clearly outcl asses.

In Bruce's corner is CARMEN GRATZI, his trainer and snal
share manager. Carnen, early 70's, is obsessed with the fact
he's yet to have a world chanpion. Also in the corner is BILL
JEFFERSQON, a skinny black man, al nost 50 but | ooks nuch
younger. Bill runs the Atlantic Gty Police Athletic League.

ROUND 3. Bruce boxes, ala Mohammed Ali in his prinme. Bruce
| ands a double left jab. Hi s opponent tries to counter with
a straight right, but is a full step too slow.

DAVE( V. Q.)
It's Iike a man agai nst a boy, although
Johnson is 8 years the junior.

I NT. NYC - BACK ROOM OF A CHI NATOMWN WAREHOUSE - NI GHT

It’s a good sized, snoke filled room packed with spectators,
very VOCAL and nostly Asian. Tommy Reed is in a small boxing
ring dimy lit by a hanging bulb. H s opponent, CARL, is a
sl oppy, but dirty fighter, outweighing Tonmy by 30 pounds.
They wear the old style boxing gloves with thunbs. The REF is
an old Asian man apparently blind.

Large suns of noney change hands as the CROAD MAKES SI DE BETS
as the fight continues.
I NT. BACK ROOM - | NSI DE THE RI NG

Tomrmy | ands a five punch conbi nation. Carl shakes it off and
smles a toothless smle.



I NT. BACK ROOM - CROWD

A FAT ASI AN MAN smiles, peels off a few nore hundred dol | ar
bills fromhis roll and holds themup. A few other spectators
rush to himto cover his bets.

EXT. LAS VEGAS - CAESAR S PALACE BOXI NG VENUE

Bruce | ands the sane five punch conbination that Tommy | anded
i n Chinatown, but drops his opponent as the BELL RINGS to end
the round. Bruce wal ks calmy to his corner where Carnen is
already in the ring waiting for him

Bill places the stool and the spit bucket in the corner.

DAVE( V. O.)
This kid is incredible! I think
Gatzi may finally have a fighter
he can take all the way.

Carnen grabs Bruce and sits himon the stool. He |ooks back
at the other fighter. Carnmen sees the other fighter’s corner
men are hel ping himup off the canvas and onto the stool. The
ref calls MOS to the doctor to cone into the ring and check
the fighter.

RING CARD G RL enters the ring carrying the "ROUND 4' card.

EXT. LAS VEGAS - CAESAR S PALACE BOXI NG RI NG

Carnmen sw pes grease off his own wist and slaps sone onto
Bruce's face. Bill places an ice bag on the back of Bruce's
neck. Bruce sits up straight. Looks at Carnen attentively.

CARVMEN
How you feeling?

Bruce takes a deep breath and blows it out, nods casually.

Carnmen | ooks back over his shoul der for a nonent, then back
at Bruce.

CARMEN
Bruce, this poor son-of-a-bitch is
SO easy to hit. Wrk that new body
shot we’ve been working on in the

gym



BRUCE
(smling and standi ng)
Step to the right and L-5?

CARMEN
Toward himand to the right.

Carmen denonstrates the techni que then shoots another squirt
of water in Bruce's nouth as the tinekeeper blows a whistle.

TI MEKEEPER( V. O.)
Seconds out!

I NT. NYC - CH NATOWN BACK ROOM - RI NG

Tomrmy is against the ropes. He and Carl are in close working
each other's bodies. After taking several shots to the
stomach, Tommy tries desperately to get away.

The BELL RINGS. Carl continues to attack the body. The ref
tries halfheartedly to break them Carl shoves the ref away.

Tommy gets angry and grabs Carl's wi ndpipe. Carl's eyes bul ge
as Tomry squeezes the air off, choking him Carl's hands
drop to his sides as Tormy wal ks Carl back to Carl's corner
to hand himover to his corner nen.

Tommy heads back to his own corner where he remains standing
bet ween rounds. A big glob of grease is on the corner pole of
the ring. Tommy dabs his glove into it and snears it onto his
face then | ooks out into the crowd. He scans the room
Tommy’ s scan stops on another man hol ding up a few hundred
dollar bills calling MOS for bets.

Tommy funbles into his sock for a few bills. He waves over a
SMALL ASIAN KID. The kid runs to him up the stairs to the
ring, and to the ropes. Tommy bends to the kid.

TOMWY
Any odds?

The kid nods his head spastically.

KI D
3 to 1 against ya.

Tommy hands the kid the bills.

TOVMY
200 for nme. 20 for yourself.



The kid smiles and runs through the cromd to the man wavi ng
hundred dol lar bills.

BACK I N THE RING Tonmy grabs a squirt bottle hanging on the
pol e and squirts down a nout hf ul

The BELL RINGS. Tommy tosses the bottle aside and wal ks
toward the center of the ring.

Carl rushes across the ring to neet him He hits Tomy wth
a barrage of punches, driving himback to the ropes. Tomy
cl enches and | ooks out over the crowd. His scan circles the
roomuntil he spots the SMALL ASI AN KID. The kid makes the
bet, turns to Tomry and holds up a paper bet slip.

I NT. CHI NATOMAN BACK ROOM

Tommy nods to the kid, grabs Carl's right el bow and spins
hi nsel f off the ropes and Carl onto them Tommy |ands a nine
punch conbo to the body and head.

Carl smles again and nods to Tommy giving himcredit for the
punches. Carl rubs his left glove on top of Tormy's head to
make fun of him

Tomrmy slaps it away. Carl puts the gl ove back on Tommy's
head. Tommy slaps it away again. Carl puts it back, turns
and smles at his corner man.

Tomrmy slips to his left, lets Carl's left hand drop down onto
Tommy' s right shoul der. Tommy throws a vicious short overhand
right striking Carl just pass the el bow, sinultaneously
| ocki ng the el bow and SNAPPING it.
Carl SCREAMS and grabs at his el bow.
Tommy throws a half dozen | eft hooks |anding flush on Carl's
jaw. Tomry throws the |ast hook with his arns bent nore than
needed, driving his elbowinto Carl's tenple instead. Carl
starts to drop. Eyes rolled back in his head.

MATCH CUT TO

Bruce's opponent drops, face down, eyes open, out cold.

EXT. LAS VEGAS - CAESAR S PALACE BOXI NG VENUE

BONTEMPQ( V. Q. )
He's never getting up!



The crowd ERUPTS. Bruce stands in a neutral corner. The ref
COUNTS TO 10 over the fallen fighter. The ref waves both
hands over the fighter signifying the end of the fight. The
doctor rushes into the ring to check the fallen fighter.

Bruce wal ks back to his corner to neet Carnen and Bill who
are junping through the ropes.

EXT. CAESAR S BOXI NG RI NG - BRUCE S CORNER

Bill checks Bruce's face for any swelling or abrasions as
Carnen pats Bruce on the back.

CARVEN
God, that was sweet.

BRUCE
I think I hurt nmy right hand.

Carnen panics, eyes wide. He rushes to the doctor who checks
the eyes of the fallen fighter with a tiny flashlight.

CARMEN
Doc, | think Bruce m ghta broke his
hand!

The doc | ooks incredulously up at Carnmen then back to the
fallen fighter

DOC

No doubt on this man's head.
CARVEN

C man, Doc, You gotta check him

out .

I NT. DRESSI NG ROOM I N CHI NATOAN BACK ROOM - AFTER FI GHT

The dimy lit dressing roomis a filthy six foot by eight
foot roomw th three netal |ocker against the wall. One

wi ndow. Peeling paint, cockroaches, and dead rats on the
floor. There are two old wooden chairs in the room One is on
its side, a leg broken, the other is upright. An enpty bucket
and a plastic jug of water rests on top of the |ockers.
Tommy's huge gymbag is piled in the corner.

The DOOR OPENS. Tommy enters wearing his fight outfit. The
gl oves are off but his hands are still wapped. Tommy SHUTS
THE DOCR. He spins the dial on a conbination lock to open it.

There's a KNOCK on the door. Tommy opens the | ocker door.



TOVMWY
Yeah?

The little Asian kid who placed the bet enters carrying a bag
of ice and noney crunpled in his fist.

Tommy | ooks to see the kid, takes the bucket fromon top of
the | ocker, and places it on the floor.

The kid lifts the bag of ice a bit and drops it onto the
floor to break it up into pieces.

Tommy takes a stiletto fromthe | ocker, picks up the ice,
cuts the bag open, and enpties it into the bucket. Tomry
tosses the enpty bag, reaches up to get the water, and starts
to pour it into the bucket.

TOMW
Get pai d?

The kid nods and starts to count the noney. Finishing, he
hands a wad of bills to Tormy, and puts the rest of the noney
in his own pocket.

Tommy tosses the enpty water bottle.

TOVMY
What did the ice cost you?

The ki d waves Tommy off signaling that the ice is his treat.
Tomrmy peels a twenty fromhis wad and stuffs it into the kids
shirt pocket, puts the rest of the wad into his gym bag as

t here’ s anot her KNOCK on the door.

TOVMY
Yeah?

A fat greasy haired PROMOTOR wal ks in chewi ng on a fat cigar.

PROMOTOR
You put on a good show, kid. | give
you a little extra. Made it an even

hundr ed.
Tommy stoically nods a thank you.
The Pronptor | ooks at the bucket of ice water.

PROMOTOR
Hands be okay for next week?



Tommy nods and the Pronotor | eaves. Wien the door closes, the
kid pulls out a butterfly knife, whips it into the air until

t he bl ade appears, then uses it to cut the waps off Tommy's
hands.

Tomrmy flexes his left hand a bit, rubs it with his right,
then plunges it into the bucket.

I NT. LAS VEGAS - LOCKER ROOM AT CAESAR S PALACE - AFTER FI GHT

The room | ooks |like a star's dressing room Very well lit.
Mrrors on the wall. Plush chairs and a nassage table. Inside
the roomis Bruce, Bill, Carnen, ROCCO DePALNMA (Bruce's

maj ority manager), the doctor, and a masseur. Rocco is in his
m d-forties, shaved head, well trimed beard.

Rocco's personality is that of a noney hungry | awer who uses
fighters |ike pieces of neat.

Bruce is laid out on the table being massaged while the
doctor checks his right hand.

Bill hangs up Bruce's trunks and robe and cleans up the room

Carnmen stands by, watching anxiously, waiting for the
doctor's diagnosis. Rocco rubs his chin.

ROCCO
Vel 1, Doc?

Doctor feels the hand, shakes his head slightly, and shrugs.

DOCTOR
We'll do sone tests. X-rays, and
MRI. 1'Il send the results back to

Atlantic Cty. You' |l have them by
the time you get back there.

Carnen nods attentively as the doctor plays with the hand
sone nore, and shrugs.

DOCTOR
And maybe rest it for a couple
nonths just to be on the safe side.

Rocco, displeased, scow s at Carmen bl am ng him

INT. NYC - OFFICE OF LE RO - AFTERNOON

The office is extravagant, alnost to the point of being
gaudy. Deep, dark red, plush carpet. A huge oak desk.



St at ues of naked women. A broken basebal |l bat, taped
together, is on a stand |ike a samurai sword. 2 baseballs are
on either side.

LE RO, 50s, Don King type, has a severe linp. He uses 2
canes pacing back and forth. The intercom CRACKLES a bit.

SECRETARY( V. O.)
M. Le Roi, it's that trainer
again. He says he really needs...

Le Roi pushes the intercombutton with his cane.

LE RO
Tell himlI'll get back to him

Le Roi sits behind his desk, LAUGHS, and lights a cigar.

EXT. ATLANTIC CITY - SKYLINE - DUSK

The sun begins to set and we see the el egance of the city as

the Casinos start to light up. The scan nmakes its way to the

seedier side of A C. and the Police Athletic League buil ding;
an old dilapidated fire station. The property surroundi ng the
PAL | ooks |i ke any war torn region.

EXT. ATLANTIC CITY - PAL

The PAL is a two story building that | ooks as though it
shoul d have been condemmed years ago. There's a netal door on
t he side where people enter. A few cars are parked outside.

Rocco' s huge bl ack Cadillac pulls up and parks. Rocco,
expensive suit and overcoat, heads to the PAL door.

I NT. ATLANTIC CITY - PAL

An office is located right passed the entrance. It's a snal
office with a desk, chair, and filing cabinet. Inside the
office is MKE and CRAI G HALL, two young bl ack brothers who
hel p run the PAL. The place has the overall feel of the
ghett o.

There is a long stairway at the other end of the building
that | eads up to the boxing gym
| NT. / EXT ATLANTIC CITY - PAL

The door opens. Rocco enters the gym snugly nods to M ke and
Craig.



Crai g sneaks a peak to make sure Rocco has wal ked on.

CRAI G
Who's the asshol e?

M KE
Bruce Johnson's manager

I NT. ATLANTIC CITY - PAL

Rocco renoves his overcoat as he wal ks to the stairway. He
stops at its base and | ooks up. Rocco shakes his head,

di sgusted, seeing the long staircase with chunks of dry wal
hangi ng fromthe ceiling.

INT. A.C. PAL - STAIRS

Rocco clinbs the stairs.

INT. AAC. PAL - TOP FLOOR

It’s a typical boxing gymone would see in any inner city. At
one end is a regulation size boxing ring. The canvas is torn
and duct taped together. A variety of speed bags and heavy
bags hang from nmetal braces and platforns scattered

t hroughout the gym A huge wooden box agai nst one of the

wal l's is used for storage.

Bill Jefferson has a small office at the far end of the gym
In front of the office is a good sized window Carnen is in
the office on the phone.
INT. AC. PAL - BILL'S OFFI CE
Carnen, angry, SLAVS DOWN THE PHONE in its cradle.
Bill walks into the office and opens the file drawer.
CARVEN
(munbl i ng)
Bl ack bast ar d!

Bill | ooks at Carnen as though to ask, "You talking to ne."

Carnmen sees Bill's | ook and shakes his head quickly.
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CARVEN
No, it's that dacmm La Roi. He won't
take ny calls and I think we'll
need himto get Bruce a shot.

Bill SLAMS the file drawer cl osed.

Bl LL
You don't need that piece of shit.

Carmen, worried, shakes his head slowy as he | eaves.

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM

In the ring two kids spar. A white haired black man is in
with themteaching them how to catch a jab

Carnmen wal ks to where Bruce works on one of the heavy bags.
Carmen | eans on the wall and watches Bruce. Bruce's |eft hand
is gloved, his injured right hand is tied to his head. Bruce
practices a left jab - double left hook to the body - left
hook to the head conbination. He's not turning his right

shoul der to the bag enough.

Car nren shakes his head as Bruce fini shes anot her conbi nati on.

CARMEN
(frustrated)
Bruce, you've got to conmt that
ri ght shoul der toward the bag.

Bruce scratches his head with the hand that's tied to it.

BRUCE
What do you nean, commit?

Carmen pushes hinself fromthe wall, gets into a fighting
stance and jabs into the bag.

CARMEN
After you throw the jab,

Carmen pivots his right hip and drives his right shoul der
until it points directly at the bag as he pulls the jab back
to his chin. Bruce watches attentively.

CARMEN
drive the right shoul der toward the
bag. Renenber, your body is like a
gi ant rubber band plane. The nore
you wind it up
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Bruce drives his right shoul der toward the bag.

BRUCE
The nore you get out of it.

Bruce yanks back a vicious |left hook and EXPLODES t he bag.

Carnmen smles as he | eans back on the wall. Bruce w nks.
Carnen | ooks passed Bruce and the bag to the stairway. He
sees Rocco pull hinself up the stairs using the bannister.

At the top of the stairs, Rocco studies the dirt on his hand
fromthe bannister. He walks to a towel hanging fromthe ring
rope and wipes his hand on it. Rocco cringes fromthe
Vaseline on the towel he just w ped his hand on. He then

wi pes his hand on the ring apron.

Rocco sees Carnen and Bruce, raises his chin, acknow edgi ng
Carnmen, and heads to them pulling a handkerchief fromhis
j acket and wi pes his sweating brow

Carnmen nods to Rocco, then redirects his attention to Bruce.

CARMEN
Change the body shot to an L-5. Wnd
t he shoul der the same, but just drive
your left hip and knee to the bag.

Carnen denonstrates and JOLTS the bag. Rocco stands back.

CARVEN
As soon as it hits, rewind and throw
it again.

Bruce imtates Carnmen and JOLTS the bag with a triple L-5.

CARVEN
You can stay in there as long as
you want. When you’' re done, then
get out with a regul ar hook.

Bruce throws a regul ar hook, pulling away fromthe bag. As he
does, he catches a glinpse of Rocco.

BRUCE
Hey Roc, what's up?

Rocco wi pes his brow again. Bruce holds a glove to Rocco to
do the fighters’ handshake. Rocco ignores it at first.

ROCCO
Christ, it nmust be 90 degrees in
her e.
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Rocco finally acknow edges Bruce and lightly hamers his fist
down on top of Bruce's gl ove.

ROCCO
How s t he hand?

Bruce waves with the hand that's tied next to his ear.
Rocco smles briefly at Bruce then | ooks to Carnen.
ROCCO
Maybe he shoul d take sone tine off,
Carnen. Wn't he heal faster?
Carnen, perturbed, closes his eyes, shaking his head.
CARVEN
He's got a bruised tendon. You act
like he’s in a body cast.

Bruce | ooks attentively at Carnmen. Carnen scow s at Bruce.

CARVEN
(1 oudly)
He's still got a lot to |earn!

Bruce smles and throws the conbination perfectly.

CARMEN
Agai n! Show ne it wasn't |uck

Rocco wi pes his brow.
ROCCO
He fights Galendez in 2 nonths.
Make sure he’ s ready.
Rocco turns and heads toward the stairway.
Carnen follows. He snmacks the bag as he passes Bruce.

CARVMEN
Keep wor ki ng, Bruce.

Carnen catches up with Rocco as he reaches the stairs.

INT. A.C. PAL - ROCCO AND CARMEN

Carnmen puts his hand on Rocco's shoul der. Rocco arrogantly
| ooks down at Carnen's hand, then at Carnen.
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CARMEN

(quiety)
We gotta get hima real fight.
These fish ain’t gonna get him
ready for the top 10.

ROCCO
| thought Gal endez was your idea.

Carmen | ooks at hi m quickly, thinking he heard wrong.

ROCCO
Vel |, anyway, it's an easy wn,

Rocco pulls away from Carnen’s hand, starts down the stairs.

ROCCO
...and an easy 10K

Carmen shakes his head knowing it's the wong fight for
Bruce.

I NT. CHI NATOWN - FI GAT VENUE - DRESSI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Tommy, dressed in his ratty boxing robe and trunks, waps his
hands with gauze and tape. He bites the tape to tear it.
There's a KNOCK on the door.

The door opens and the pronotor enters carrying a pair of
boxi ng gl oves, excited.

PROMOTOR
C nmon, kid, your up! Quys are
dropping like flies tonight.

Tommy | ooks annoyed to the pronotor and starts to run tape
around his left hand.

TOVMY
Mnd if I wap ny hands?

The pronotor points at the taped hand.

PROMOTOR
That thing awight?

Tommy opens and cl oses his hand, flexing it.

TOVMY
It'Il get the job done.

The pronotor shoves a bill into Tomry's robe pocket.
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PROMOTOR
Here's an extra twenty, don't get
the job done too fast.

Tommy | ooks strangely at the pronotor.

The pronotor suspiciously | ooks around the room and out in
the hall as though searching for spies, then closes the door

PROVOTOR
You know, carry this guy a bit. The
crowd wants to see a show.

Tommy continues to tape his right hand. He tears the tape,
makes a fist, and PUNCHES his waiting | eft hand.

TOVMY
Send them up to Broadway.

The pronotor smiles as he shoves a gl ove on Tommy.
PROMOTCR

Hey kid, how come you never tried
for the big tinmes. You got what it

t akes.

TOVMY
Because, you're the only one who stil
calls nme kid. 1'’'m37. For sone reason

that’s old in this sport. No
| egitimate pronotor will touch ne.

The pronotor scow s and fakes hurt feelings, protesting,

PROMOTOR
Hey, I'mlegit!

The pronotor | aces the glove as Tomry smles condescendi ngly.

TOMW
Ri ght, these things are |egal.

The pronotor quickly shakes his head no.

PROMOTCR
| said legit, not |egal.

Tommy shrugs as though he could care |ess.

TOVMY
A fight's a fight.

The pronotor finishes lacing the gloves and opens the door.
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PROMOTOR
Vll, old tinmer, tine to kick ass.
Tommy heads out into the hall. The pronotor follows himout

and pulls the door SHUT.
MATCH CUT:

The DOOR OPENS into the back roomwhere the boxing ring is
| ocated. Tommy j ogs through the dense crowd and up to the
ring. The crowd is very VOCAL. Money changes hands.

I NT. CHI NATOMN BACK ROOM - RI NG

Tomy clinbs through the ropes into the ring. He | ooks across
the ring to the other corner and sees his opponent, ED, a
huge fat bl ack man, easily a heavywei ght, and two handlers in
the other corner. One nassages Ed’s arm The other w pes
grease on Ed' s face.

Tomrmy wal ks over to a neutral corner where the ref is. The
ref steps aside. Tommy stonps his feet into the rosin on the
ring canvas and grinds his feet into it.

ED
Hey, bones!

Tomrmy wal ks back to his corner, dabs at the grease on the
ring pole with his glove and starts to snmear it on his face.

ED
I"mtal king to you, bones!

Tommy finishes with the grease, turns to Ed, |ooks around,
then realize he's the subject of the verbal abuse. Tommy
i nnocently points to hinself to ask, "You talking to ne."

ED
Yeah. I'mtalking....

Tomrmy bl ows Ed a ki ss.

Ed turns to his handler, asking MOS, "Did you see that?"
Tommy turns to the pronotor and shrugs apol ogetically.

The PROMOTOR CRI NGES, then |owers his head, shaking it.

The ref calls the fighters to the center of the ring, gives

them very brief instructions MOXS, and sends them back to
their respective corners.
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RI NG I N BACK ROOM POLI CE RAID ON THE CH NATOMN FI GHTS
The foll owi ng scenes intercut between the police raid
activity taking place outside, then inside of the fight
venue, and the fight itself between Tommy and Ed.

EXT. CH NATOWN - STREET QOUTSI DE FI GHT VENUE - EVEN NG

The store where the fights are held | ooks |ike a typical
store. It's closed, one neon light is BUZZI NG and fl ashi ng.

Unmar ked police cars pull up outside the store. A police
raiding party quickly exits cars and rush toward the store.
I NT. CHI NATOMWN FI GHT VENUE - RI NG

The BELL RINGS. Ed |lunbers slowly toward the center of the
ring. Tommy approaches, holds his left glove out to touch
gl oves showi ng good sportsmanship. Ed angrily attenpts to
swat it away.

Tommy pulls his glove back quickly, and | eaps toward Ed,
| andi ng a vicious |eft hook.

Ed staggers to the corner, visibly hurt, shaking his head.

I/ E. ENTRANCE TO CHI NATOWN FI GHT VENUE
Police use a small battering ramto BURST through the door.
A small man ducks behind the desk at the entrance.

Police grab the man and drag hi mfrom behind the desk. As
t hey do, he reaches back and pushes a button under the desk.

OFFI CER
C nmon, Hopsing, let's go!
I NT. CHI NATOMWN FI GHT VENUE - BACK ROOM
Money changes hands as the fight continues. A SIREN sounds
and red lights around the roomstart flashing. The crowd
pani cs and starts to head for the doors.

I NT. CHI NATOMN BACK ROOM - RI NG

Tommy and Ed mix it up in the ring.
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Ed’s handlers run fromthe ring trying to get out.

Tomrmy realizes a raid is taking place and clinches with Ed.

TOMW
Hey, you fat bastard, the place is
bei ng rai ded!

Ed continues to hit Tomrmy as Tomry struggles to get free.

ED
Ri ght, and ny shoe's untied, too.

More police officers herd spectators against the walls.

Tommy sees 2 police officers and a plain clothes police
Captain fighting their way through the panicked crowd trying
to nake their way up to the ring.

Tomrmy frantically struggles with Ed to no avail. Seeing the
police getting closer, he grabs Ed's chin and back of the
head and turns his head, forcing himto see the police.

Ed' s eyes bul ge.

ED
Oh shit, 1I'mon parole!

The 2 fighters let go of each other as the 3 cops clinb
t hr ough the ropes.

The 2 unifornmed cops hurry toward Ed. Ed hits one with a
ri ght hand, driving himback through the ropes.

Tommy backs to the ropes. He I ooks to Ed and calls out.

TOMW
That's not going to hel p your
par ol e.

The Captain approaches Tomy.
Tommy hol ds both hands up in surrender.

The Captain spins Tommy around and pushes himto the ropes.
He grabs one of Tommy's hands and puts it behind his back.
Then SLAPS the cuffs around the wist. The Captain |eans to
Tommy' s ear and whi spers,

CAPTAI N
I lost a lot of noney on you | ast
week, punk
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Tomy’ s eyes wi den.

CAPTAI N
They' re gonna find you hanging in
your jail cell

Tommy janbs the thunb of his free hand in the Captain's eye.
The Captain SCREAMS as he rel eases his hold from Tomy.

CAPTAI N
I"mgonna kill you slow, boy!

Tommy grabs the back of the Captain's head with both hands
and simultaneously pulls the Captain's head dowmn and his knee
up, smashing the Captain's face. The Captain drops.

Tormy chews at the tape and | aces of his gloves as he foll ows
the Captain down to the canvas. Biting the gloves off, he
i medi ately searches the Captain for the handcuff keys.

Tormy finds a wad of keys inside the breast pocket of the
jacket. Tomry funbles with them for a nonent |ooking for the
handcuff key. Quickly finding it, he unlocks the cuffs.

TOMWY
Shoul dn't bet agai nst ne, Goober.

Ed is driven to the canvas by the 2 officers.

Tommy grabs his robe and | eaps over the rope to the floor. He
runs through the crowd pushing police and spectators aside as
he heads back to the dressing room

I NT. CHI NATOMWN FI GAT VENUE - DRESSI NG ROOM

Tomrmy enters the dressing roomand props one of the chairs
under the doorknob. He hurries and opens the | ocker |ock.

There's a | oud BANG on the dressing roomdoor as Tonmy shoves
his clothes into his gym bag.

OFFI CER(O. S.)
Pol i ce! Open up

THE DOCR STRAI NS AGAI NST THE CHAI R. Anot her BANG and the DOCR
CRACKS.

Tommy grabs the bucket fromatop the | ocker and SMASHES t he
window with it. He uses the bucket to snmooth the w ndow of
j agged edges. Anot her BANG on the door and it SPLITS further.
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ONE MORE BANG, the DOOR SPLITS IN TWO. The chair flies away
fromthe door, officers #1 and #2 fall inside to the floor. 4
other officers rush in, tranpling #1 and 2 on the floor. #1
and #2 SCREAM and CURSE.

Tommy tosses the bucket at the officers. Oficer #3 ducks.
The bucket hits #4 who is right behind, dropping him

Tommy tosses his bag out the wi ndow, then |eaps out hinself.

#3 offers a hel ping hand to #4 who is on the floor. #4 smacks
t he hel ping hand away. #3 gives #4 the finger then hurries to
t he wi ndow, | eans onto a jagged edge as he | eans out, then
qui ckly pulls his bloody hand back in.

#3
Son of a bitch.

#3 carefully | eans back out and watches Tommy, cradling his
gym bag, run down and out of the alley.

I NT. NYC - PENN STATI ON SUBWAY STOP - A WHI LE LATER

Typi cal subway stop activity. The train SCREECHES to a stop
and the train doors OPEN and the car enpties. Anbng the
exiting passengers is Tonmmy, wearing his robe over his
trunks, carrying his bag. No one gives hima second | ook.

Tommy casual ly wal ks up the stairs and outside to where the
buses are RUNNING He scans the buses: The destinations on
the top front of the buses; *“PROVIDENCE', “BOSTON', “WASH
D.C.", “ATLANTIC CI TY".

EXT. NYC - PENN STATI ON - ATLANTIC CITY BUS

Tomrmy takes a wad of noney fromhis sock, peels off a bill
and enters the ' ATLANTIC CI TY" bound bus.

EXT. ATLANTIC CITY - BUS DEPOT - EARLY MORNI NG AFTER

The bus from NYC has arrived and parked. Passengers unl oad.
Tommy, tired, stunbles off the bus. He has changed into
street clothes. H's gym bag hangs down by his side.

He yawns, stretches, then scans the city; The sun is just

com ng up between the casinos. To his left is a trash covered
street. To his right, in the distance, he sees Bruce Johnson
run toward him shadow boxi ng.
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EXT. ATLANTIC CITY - STREETS

Tommy squints as Bruce approaches. As Bruce passes, Tomy's
eyes widen. Tommy tosses his bag over his shoul der and runs
after Bruce.

EXT. A.C. PAL

The PAL is closed. Bruce arrives, now running in place. 10
seconds | ater Tonmmy shows up. Bruce |ooks at him

TOVMY
You' re Bruce Johnson.

Bruce takes a deep breath, blows it out, and nods casually.

TOMW
| caught the replay of your I ast
fight. You put a hurting on that guy.

BRUCE
Thanks.

Bruce shadow boxes a bit, weaves an inmagi nary hook, and
throws a vicious right hand at the air. He doesn't rotate the
ri ght hand enough to | and properly.

Tommy hel pfully points at Bruce's right hand.

TOMWY
Turn that hand over a little nore
and you Il bust it up a lot |ess.

Bruce flexes his right hand, |ooks at it, and nods slowy.

BRUCE
That's what mny trainer keeps
telling ne.

TOVMY

Gratz is one of the best. Who you
have next?

Bruce, still looking at his right hand, throws a right punch
slowy, being sure to rotate it nore

BRUCE
Gal endez.

Tommy pul | s back a bit, shocked,
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TOVMWY
OCscar Gal endez?!

Bruce | ooks up and nods innocently.

TOVMWY

Christ! | could beat him
BRUCE

You box?
TOVMWY

(shruggi ng)
| fight nore than | box.

Bruce offers his hand and hi kes his head to the gym

BRUCE
Cone back at 2, they open the gym
up then.

Tomrmy nods as he shakes Bruce's hand.

EXT. A C PAL - 2 P.M

It's a sunny day. Tormy lies on the sidewal k asl eep agai nst
the wall. He uses his gymbag for a pillow

Bill Jefferson wal ks up the street carrying a duffel bag over
his shoul der. As he approaches the gym door he is net by a
very attractive, well built LAUREN GRATZI, Carnen’ s daughter
She is a doctor and very well dressed.

Bill and Lauren talk MOS as Bill keys the |ock and swi ngs the
door open. Before entering, he kicks Tomy's foot.

TOMW opens one eye and | ooks up at Bill.

Bl LL
You here to train?
(to Lauren)
Don't worry, he'll outlive us all.

Bill walks into the building. Lauren shrugs, nods, then | ooks
down at Tommy. Tommy | ooks up at her and fluffs his bag that
doubl es as his pillow

TOVMY
Good norni ng.

Lauren smles and wal k away down the sidewal k.
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LAUREN
It's afternoon.
INT. A.C. PAL - BOXI NG GYM
Tommy drags hinsel f up the stairs.
Bill enpties the contents of the duffel bag; bag gl oves,
boxi ng gl oves, headgears, into the storage box. He finishes
and pulls the hinged flip top Iid forward, SLAMM NG it shut.

Tommy stands and watches Bill as he wal ks passed. Bill,
wi t hout | ooking at Tomry, hikes his thunb to the | ockers.

Bl LL
Lockers are back there along with
t he showers. Get changed if you're
here to work.

Tommy nods and heads for the | ockers.

INT. AC PAL - BILL'S OFFI CE

Bill walks in the office, takes an application froma drawer,
sits at the desk, and wites on the application.

INT. AC. PAL - MAIN GYM

Tommy wal ks out fromthe | ocker room He tosses his bag down,
takes a hand wap fromit, and starts to wap a hand.

Bill brings Tomy a pen and the application. Bill places the
pen and application on the ring apron.

BI LL
I need a signature.
Tommy wal ks toward Bill and | ooks at the application.
Bill | ooks suspiciously at Tomry for a nonent, pauses, then
points at the bottomof it where he wants it signed.
BI LL
(slowy)
Ri ght here.
Tommy shrugs and signs. Bill | ooks over his shoul der and

speaks inquiringly as though he knows different.
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Bl LL
That your real nane?

Tomrmy starts to read the application.

TOVMWY
Does it matter?

Bill studies hima bit nore, then shakes his head.
TOVMY

Is that all?

BI LL
That' n 25 bucks and you're set for
a year. You got 25 bucks?

Tommy reaches into his sock and pulls a wad fromit. He peels
a couple bills fromit and hands themto Bill.

Bill gingerly takes the bills between two fingers.

BI LL
G ad | caught you before you worked
up a good sweat.

Tommy takes the other wap fromhis bag and starts to w ap.

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM - ONE HOUR LATER

The gymis full of 20 fighters doing various workouts. Tommy
is the only white man there. He junps rope next to DWGHT, a
bl ack heavywei ght who al so junps rope. Tommy junps quickly,
but nothing fancy. Dwi ght is quick but also crosses over and
doubl e junps. Tommy studies himclosely.

Carnmen and Bruce come up the stairs. As they enter, nost of
the other fighters acknow edge them

INT. A.C. PAL - DWGHT AND TOMWY

junp rope. Tommy studies Dw ght's techni que. Dw ght
annoyingly scowm s at Tormy. Tonmy doesn't notice and attenpts
to copy Dwi ght and crosses the rope. The rope WH PS hi s

ankl es. Tommy painfully responds MOS. Dw ght shakes his head.
Tommy starts to junp again, studying harder this tine.
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INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM

Carnen tells Bruce MOS to get changed. Bruce heads to the
| ockers. Carnen wal ks to the office.

Tommy tries a double junp. He falls short, the rope whips
agai n.

TOMW
QUCH DAWMN!

Carnen stops at the office door, |ooks at Tommy, and shakes
his head ruefully.

INT. AC PAL - BILL'S OFFI CE
Bill files papers. Carnmen enters, hikes his thunb to Tomy.

CARMEN
Where' d you pick himup?

Bill |Iooks fromthe file cabinet out the office w ndow and
sees Tomy untangle the junp rope from around his ankles.

Bill SHUTS the file cabinet and sits behind his desk.

Bl LL
Li ke everyone el se here, he wants
to train, get a fight.

Carnmen shoots a quick | ook out the w ndow.

CARMEN
Fi ght ?! The poor bastard can't junp
the rope. And Christ, howold is
he? He’s got to be 30 if a day.

Bl LL
(under his breath)
37

CARVEN
VWhat ?

Bill slides the application toward Carnen.

Bl LL
He's 37.

Carnmen starts to | eave.
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Bl LL
Your daughter was here.

Carnmen stops at the door without |ooking back at Bill.

CARMEN
(condescendi ng)
I wish she'd get a life of her own.
What ' d she want ?

Bl LL
Just wanted to know how you were?

Carnmen | ooks at Bill disgustedly over his shoul der and hikes
his chin toward Tomy as he wal ks fromthe office.

CARVEN
That 6 o' clock's all yours.

INT. AAC. PAL - MAIN GYM - END OF DAY

The gymis enpty except for Tommy. He wal ks toward the speed
bag. Bill is in the office at his desk.

INT. A.C. PAL - BILL'S OFFI CE

Bill wites into a notebook. He hears a thunderous
BANG(O. S.), junps a tiny bit, but continues witing. A few
seconds later, BANG O S.). Bill curiously puts his pen down.

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM

Tormy works the speed bag. He touches it lightly to start it
sSwi ngi ng, then weaves it as it conmes toward his head, then
EXPLODES a vicious short right hand into it. He weaves it
again and BLAST a left hook into it.

Bill |ooks through his office window. He sticks his head out
the office door and peeks around to investigate. Another BANG
(o.s.). Wde eyed, Bill walks out of the office and heads
toward Tomry who continues to HT THE BAG

Bill leans on the wall to watch. Tomry doesn't notice him
Tommy backs up a half step and starts to POP a left jab at
the swinging bag, pinning it to the platformfor a second.
After three jabs he holds the bag with his jab then BANGS a
ri ght hand. Tomry steps closer and starts rapidly H TTI NG t he
bag the conventional way.
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Bl LL
Don't you get tired?

Tommy BANGS a | eft hook into the bag then turns to Bill
TOVMY

Getting tired is an excuse for
quitting, not a reason.

Bill grabs a towel from Tommy's bag and tosses it to him
Tomrmy towels hinself off a bit.
Bl LL
Vll, it's alnpbst 7, and that's ny
reason for quitting.
TOMW
| got a mnute for a shower?
Bill walks toward the office answering w thout turning back.
BI LL
Take 2, | got some paperwork to
finish.

I/E. A.C. PAL - BILL'S OFFICE - A WHI LE LATER

Bill wites in the notebook. Tomry, with a towel over his
head, wal ks up and KNOCKS. Bill continues to wite.
BI LL
How s a rail |ike you get that kind

of power?

Tommy tugs the towel down around his neck and enters, but
stays near the door.

TOMW

Any fights comi ng up around here?
BI LL

Sure, casinos have'mall the tine.
TOMWY

Any chance of nme getting on a card?

Tommy approaches the desk. Bill | ooks up.

BI LL

You have all your tests done?

Tommy squints questioningly at Bill as he sits in the chair.



Bl LL
Didn't think so.
TOMW
Tests for what?
Bl LL
EKG, EEG and you have to see an
eye doctor.
TOMW

Get the hell out! You serious?

Bl LL
If you wanna fight in Jersey |I am

Tommy i ncredul ously HUFFS a | augh.

TOMW

What's all that stuff about?
BI LL

The AMA is concerned for your

heal t h.
TOMWY

Are they concerned enough to foot

the bill?

Bill | ooks at Tormy as though he's | ooking at an idiot.

TOMW

Didn't think so. How about Pennsy.
What do | need there, a conplete
bl ood wor kup al ong with bi opsi es?

Bill chuckles and picks up the phone and dials.
BI LL
In Pennsylvania? If you can nake it
up to the ring without too nuch
hel p, you' re heal t hy enough.
Tommy nods qui ckly and nout hs the word, “Cool!”
The phone RINGS(V.QO.) in the receiver. Someone picks up.
BI LL
Hey, Russ, BJ here. \Wen's your
next card in Philly?

Tommy sits up attentively.

27.
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Bl LL
No way, man, the kid just finished
a five hour workout!

Tommy's eyes widen. He frantically KNOCKS on the desk to get
Bill's attention. Bill [ooks up at him Tomry nods quickly.

Bl LL
Hol d on, Russ.

Bill holds the phone to his chest.

Bl LL
Are you nuts?! The nman wants you to
fight tonight.

Tommy | ooks inquisitively and shrugs.
TOVMY
Wl |, yeah, that's soon enough
Philly s only an hour away. W'l
make it on tine.
Bill takes a deep breath, sighs it out, and sits back.

BI LL
Aw i ght, Russ, whatta ya got?

Tommy sits casually back in the chair.
Bill shakes his head no.
BI LL
Li ght - Heavywei ght ?! No way, ny boys
only . :
Tommy | eans forward, TAPS on the desk, and nods. Bill scow s.
BI LL

Awr i ght, Russ, you got it. Can ya
tell me anything about the guy?

Tommy starts to shadow box in his seat while Bill listens.
BI LL
Hol d on.
Bill | ooks to Tomy.
BI LL

How many fights you had?

Tommy's hands freeze in md air.
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TOVMY
You nean in the ring?

Bill stoically stares.

Bl LL
What ' s your record?

TOMW
223 and 4.

Bill's eyes burst open.
TOVMY
Oh, you nean sanctioned fights. 16
and 0.

Bill stares again and he slowy shakes his head.

I NT. PHI LLY ARMORY FI GHT VENUE - LOCKER ROOM - NI GHT

The | ocker roomis the lavatory. It's filthy, paint peeling
fromthe walls. 8 fighters with their trainers get ready to
fight doing various activities from shadow boxing to praying.

Tomrmy sits on the floor, staring. The |l ook on his face is one

of a daze. Bill carries in a bag of equipnent (gauze, tape,
sci ssors, cut nedicines) |ooks around, spots Tomy and wal ks
to him Bill stops at Tommy's feet and studies himfor a

nonent. Shakes his head a bit, wondering.

Bl LL
Hey, man, you awright?

Tomy nods slowy w thout changing his expression.

Bl LL
Who wr apped your hands?
TOVMY
I did. You find anything out about
t he guy?
Bill kicks Tomrmy's foot. Tommy | ooks up at Bill. Bill hikes a

thunb to the other end of the room

Bl LL
Yeah, that's hi mover there.

Hi s opponent, EARL WLLIAMS, a very nuscular, bald, black man
who | ooks |ike he just killed his nother.
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TOVMY
He | ooks stupid.

Bl LL
Al'l power, no novenent. Can you
nove a little bit?

TOVMY
If | need to.

Earl throws a hook and KNOCKS the di spenser off the wall.
Bill cringes.

Bl LL
I think you' Il need to.

I NT. ARMORY - |INSIDE THE RING - LATER

Tomrmy and Earl fight on the inside trading PUNCHES to their
heads and bodi es. The ref watches closely. The crowd is very
NO SY. The BELL RINGS ending the round. The fighters break
and go back to their respective corners.

I NT. ARMORY - TOMWY' S CORNER

Bill slips the stool under the ropes and puts the bucket with
ice, water, and grease on the ring apron.

Tommy arrives at his corner and remains standing. He turns
around and calnmy | eans back against the ropes, puts his foot
up on the stool and takes his nouthpi ece out.

Bill frantically junps through the ropes. He grabs the grease
fromthe bucket and snears sone onto Tommy’s face.

Bl LL
(excitedly)
What the hell you doin'" on the
inside trading with this guy?

TOVMY
Resting. Son-ofa-bitch is strong.

The ring card girl enters the ring carrying the ROUND 2 card.
The crowd WH STLES and nmake | ewd REMARKS.

The ref wal ks to each of the judges and takes a slip of paper
fromthem

Tommy | ooks up at the ‘ROUND 2° CARD



31.

TOVMY
How many rounds is this set to go?
Bill squirts water into Tommy's nout h.
Bl LL

You got another 9 rounds.
A hamrer H TS THE BELL.
Tommy rans the nouth piece back into his nouth.

TOMW
Li ke hell 1 do.

Bl LL
Move with this guy!

The following is the fight scene in round 2 of the fight. The
crowd goes wi|ld, CHEERI NG and LAUGH NG during the round.

Tommy dances out to the center of the ring and sticks his
open chin out to Earl. Earl stonps out toward him scow s
angrily, and throws a vicious |eft hook. Tommy coolly weaves
to his right, under Earl's hook, and |ands a short right hand
right behind Earl's left ear.

Earl, driven back a bit, shakes it off, and |unges toward
Tommy. Tommy sidesteps |like a matador and hits Earl with a
hook in the belly as he goes by, knocking the wind from him

Earl's nmonmentum takes himto the ropes. He hits the ropes,
doubl ed over, and al nost goes over them Tommy runs to Earl
and rubs the top on Earl's head.

The ref runs over and breaks the fighters. Earl catches his
breath, swats at the ref, turns, visibly angry.

The next 20 seconds are filled with Tommy putting on a boxing
clinic making Earl mss badly and countering himw th the
pol i shed techni que ala' Sugar Ray Robi nson.

Earl, visibly hurt, is on the verge of being knocked out.
Tommy hits Earl with a 5 punch conbination. Earl staggers and
falls into Tomry, holding on to keep from goi ng down.

I NT. ARMORY - TOMWY AND EARL

in aclinch. The ref starts toward them Tomy |ooks to the

ref, sees himcomng. Tommy taps on the back of Earl's
shoul der and calls out in the direction of the ref.
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TOMW
Br eak!

I NT. ARMORY - |IN THE RI NG

Earl, in a daze, let’s go and backs up with his hands down.
As he does, Tommy hits himw th a vicious |eft hook knocki ng
Earl to the canvas. The ref rushes over and starts to COUNT

Fromthe corner Bill |ooks at the ref and Earl, and studies
Tormy with a | ook of both being inpressed and curi ous.

The ref waves over Earl to end the fight. Tommy wal ks from
the neutral corner toward Bill. As he does he chews at the
tape around his glove to bite it off.

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM - NEXT DAY
A few fighters walk fromthe | ockers carrying their bags.

Tormy is the only one left working. He is at the heavy bag.
He pushes it away, waits til it swings back at him steps
back, and throws a counter |eft hook. He repeats the drill.

Bill comes fromhis office and passes the fighters that cane
fromthe | ocker room

BI LL
See you guys later.

The | eaving fighters turn and wave as they reach the stairs.

FI GHTERS
See ya tonorrow, BJ.

Bill |ooks over at Tomrmy. Tonmy still works the left hook
counter on the bag.

Bill watches Tonmy on the bag. After Tomrmy throws three nore
step back hooks, he pivots, steps to the left and drives a
ri ght el bow into the bag.

Bill shakes his head and wal ks toward Tonmmy. Tommy repeats
the drill with the el bow.

He throws another el bow and follows up with a knee to the
side of the bag.

BI LL
Wiy you gotta do that shit?
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Tomrmy steps fromthe bag, |ooks around to see if Bill may
have been tal king to soneone el se.
Bl LL
Yeah, I'mtalking to you
TOMW
What ?
Bl LL

You know goddamm wel | what. Like
that tap on the shoul der ‘ Break
bul I shit |ast night.

Tomrmy huffs a smle.

Bl LL
You coul d have beat WIIians
wi t hout that shit.

TOMW

(shruggi ng)
Force of habit, | guess.

Bl LL
Man, you got sone sweet noves. |
haven’t seen a white boy nove |ike

that since , . . . (voice fades)
Bill | ooks curiously at Tommy and nods. Tomry interrupts,
speaki ng qui ckly as though he's trying to change the subject.
TOMW
You get me another fight yet?
Bill continues to |look curiously at Tonmy. After a pause for
a second, Bill snaps to.
BI LL
(j oki ngly)

Yeah, you're all set for tonight.
Tomrmy taps the bag with a few punches.

TOVMY
Pennsy agai n.

BI LL
That was a j oke, boy!

Bill shakes his head then squints at Tomy.
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Bl LL
Don't you ever get tired.

TOMW
How many tines are you going to ask
me that? O course | get tired.
Christ, I'"’malways tired, don’t you
see the way | train?

Bill shakes his head at Tormy as though he's an idiot.

Bl LL
Then don't you think you should get
sonme rest?

TOMW
(wi nki ng)
| rest between rounds.
Tomrmy starts to hit the bag again. Bill turns to | eave.

BI LL

VWell, ne personally, | need a

little nore rest than that. 1’ m

goi ng hone.

Tommy finishes a conbo and starts to take his gl oves off.
Bill continues to wal k away w thout turning around.

BI LL
No, you go on, keep working. You
can sleep in here tonight.
(slight pause)
Unl ess you prefer the sidewal k?

Tommy pulls his glove back on with his teeth.

I NT. A.C. TROPI CANA CASI NO - BOXI NG VENUE - N GHT

The roomis at maximum capacity. The crowd is very LOUD

BOO NG as they watch a prelimnary bout. The fighters, #1 and
#2 dance and clinch nore than fight. DAVE BONTEMPO and AL
BURNSTEI N are ringside wearing headphones as announcers for
the TV cover age.

I NT. TROPI CANA CASI NO - RI NGSI DE
Al and Dave sit in front of TV MON TORS.
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The fighters dance and don’t fight. The BELL RI NGS ending the
round. They go back to their corners.

DAVE
There's anot her one in the books.

AL
What book woul d that be, Country
Line Dancing at its best?

DAVE
We' Il be back after these nmessages.

Al tosses his headphones disgustedly onto the table.

AL
My God, who put these fights
t oget her ?

DAVE

Let's hope the main event goes the
di stance so this slop isn't used as
filler.

Al | ooks at the fight card paper, then tosses it aside.

AL
Johnson vs. Gal endez. Not a chance.

The 10 second WHI STLE BLOWS signaling the start of the round.

THE REF(Q. S.)
Seconds out!

Al replaces his headphones.

DAVE
It looks Iike Bruce is fighting the
bum of the nonth cl ub.

INT. A.C. TROPI CANA CASI NO - FI GHT VENUE

The bell RINGS. The two fighters approach the center of the
ring. The ref steps back. The fighters touch gl oves.

AL(O S.)
That's the nost contact they've
done with their gloves tonight.
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I NT. RINGSIDE - AL AND DAVE FROM BEHI ND

The nonitors are seen over their backs. The two fighters
dance. On the bottom of the nonitor screen appears the trunk
description of the fighters.

The MONI TOR reads; PRESCO - BLACK TRUNKS, SAROTA - WH TE
TRUNKS.

AL(O S.)
Pay no attention to the bottons of
your television screens, |adies and
gentlenmen, that is a msprint.

DAVE(Q. S.)
It should read; Fred Astair in the
bl ack trunks and .

MATCH CUT TO

INT. A.C. TROPI CANA - DRESSI NG ROOM - TV

DAVE( V. Q.)
G nger Rogers in the white.

CARMEN( Q. S.)
Turn that shit off.

A hand reaches up and CLICKS the TV off.

INT. A.C. TROPI CANA - BRUCE S DRESSI NG ROOM

is first class. Bill, Carnen, Rocco, and Bruce are in the
room Bruce sits on a nmassage table getting his hands w apped
by Bill.

Bruce watches Carnen. Rocco ponpously |eans on a wall
wat chi ng Carnen show Bruce a new conbi nati on. Carnen expl ai ns
as he denonstrates; He jabs straight out, pivots to the left,
as the right calf conpresses, he jabs forward again.

CARVEN
This will mesnerize GALENDEZ, that
poor son-of-a-bitch

Bill looks slightly over his shoul der at Carnen, turns back
to Bruce's hands, shaking his head.
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Bl LL
(munbl i ng)
Poor son-of-a-bitch is right.
Bruce | ooks curiously at Bill a second then back to Carnen.
CARMEN

Use that quick, snapping jab. As
soon as it touches, pivot to your
left. The nonent that right foot
t ouches back, drive another jab.

Bruce nods. Rocco pushes hinself off the wall and pours
hinsel f a glass of ice water.

ROCCO
(condescendi ng)
Whoa, a double jab.

Carmen | ooks at Rocco, shakes his head ruefully, then returns
his attention to Bruce. There's a KNOCK on the door. The door
opens. An old man carrying a pair of boxing gloves enters.

GLOVEMAN
d oves for Johnson.

CARMEN
Sign for these, Roc.

Carnen takes the gloves and puts themon his own hands as
Rocco pulls a pen fromhis pocket and signs the man’s paper.

CARMEN
Anyway, just work it a couple
times. It’I1 cone in handy for
stiffer conpetition.
Bl LL
(munbl i ng)

Instead of just stiffs.

Rocco scows at Bill as he replaces his pen. The gl ove man
| eaves and cl oses the door.

CARVEN
After you pop that jab and pivot...

Carnmen throws the jab and pivots to denonstrate.

CARVEN
he's just going to follow you with
his head. Ht himw th the second
jab on the tip of the chin.
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Carmen slaps his own chin with the glove turning his head to
imtate the effect of the second jab.

CARMEN
That' Il turn his head just right.
Drive a short right hand behind his
ear. That should end it.

Carmen SMACKS a short right into his own waiting |eft hand.
MATCH CUT TO

A boxing gl ove SMACKS into the head of Gal endez. Gal endez’
nout hpi ece flies out and Gal endez staggers to the ropes.

I NT. A.C. TROPI CANA CASI NO - FI GHT VENUE

AL(O. S.)
That's the fifth ti ne Johnson has
used that pivoting jab.

The ref picks up the nout hpiece. The crowd is very VOCAL.

DAVE(Q. S.)
That's right, Al. It looks Iike
practice. Although that tinme he did
followw th the right that sends
Gal endez into the ropes.

Bruce rushes to himw th a barrage of punches. (Gal endez
desperately grabs at Bruce and clinches. The ref touches both
fighters on the shoulders then points to a neutral corner

di recting Bruce.

REF
Break! Go to the corner, Bruce.

Bruce wal ks to the corner as the ref wal ks Galendez to his
corner to hand the nouthpiece to his handlers. Galendez is
still very dazed.

REF
Here, rinse this off.

Gal endez' handler slowy walk up the steps to the ring as
Bruce wal ks to the neutral corner and | eans back.

AL(O. S.)
This is a break for Gl endez, Dave.
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The handl er takes the nouthpiece and slowy wal ks down the
steps. Ten seconds pass as the handler squirts the nouthpiece
with the water bottle.

DAVE(Q. S.)
He needs it. And it |ooks Iike
their taking full advantage.

Dave and Al watch the nmonitor. On the nmonitor is the corner
wor ki ng on t he nout hpi ece.

AL
This is ridicul ous.
DAVE
Maybe they sent it out to be
cl eaned.
AL
Wl |, as we prolong the inevitable,

Dave, let’'s tell our viewers what’'s
comng up in the world of boxing.

INT. A.C. TROPI CANA - BRUCE S DRESSI NG ROOM

Carnen i s massagi ng Bruce's shoul ders.

CARVEN
My God, he was so easy to hit.
Bill scows as he cuts the waps off Bruce's hands.
BI LL
(angry)

Too easy to hit! Don't you think
you better get this boy sone
conpetition? How the hel

Rocco enters the dressing roomand slaps Bruce on the
shoul der .

BRUCE
Hey, Roc, you going out to
cel ebrate with us?

ROCCO
No, |'ve got sone business. |'ll
stop by the gymto see you. When do
you start training again?

Bruce | ooks over to Carnen.
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CARVEN
Take a coupl e days off, cone back
rested.

ROCCO
kay, 1'll see you then. N ce

fight, Bruce.

Rocco heads toward the door. Bruce nods a snmile as Rocco
| eaves. Carnen starts to foll ow

CARVEN
Hey, Roc, we gotta tal k about sone
things. W need to...

ROCCO
Yeah, yeah, 1'Il be in touch.
Rocco | eaves and cl oses the door. Carnen stares at the cl osed
door. Bill cuts the waps off and tosses theminto the trash.
Bl LL

Who' s pi cking the opponents for
this boy, you or DeParma?

CARVEN
That's what | wanted to talk to him
about .
Carnmen turns back to Bruce and Bill. He al nost | ooks sad.
Bill slaps Bruce on the back.
Bl LL

Ht the showers.
Bruce junps off the table and heads into the bathroom
Bill watches the door shut, then turns to Carnen.

CARMEN
(al nost apol ogeti c)
I know we need to up his
conpetition. W gotta get Bruce
ready for the top 10.

Bl LL
So he IS picking the opponents.

Carmen, | ooking both enmbarrassed and worried, speaks |ike
he's trying to convince soneone, either hinself or Bill
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CARMEN
No, no. |'ve got the final say.
Carnmen | ooks out of the corner of his eye to see Bill's
expr essi on.
Bill cocks his brow at Carmen as though he doubts him Carnen

nods quickly, trying to convince him then checks the tine.

CARMEN
|"ve got to neet soneone. See that
Bruce gets sonething to eat.

Bill nods as Carnen | eaves.

INT. NYC - OFFICE OF LE RO - EVEN NG

The office is dark except for a couple of 15 watt bul bs on
each side of the desk. Behind the desk is Don Le Roi |ighting
a fat cigar. In a large |leather chair facing Le Roi, snpke
rises fromthe cigar that soneone unknown is snoking.

Le Roi sucks on the cigar until it lights. He bell ows snoke.
LE RO
There's nothin |ike a Cuban cigar,
is there?

The snmoke fromthe | eather chair noves fromside to side as
t he man shakes his head no. Le Roi sets the |ighter down.

LE RO
We're just about ready. You all set
with his next opponent for next
nont h.

Le Roi | ooks to the chair and sm | es.

LE RO
Good. Two nore wins, and we'll nake
our nove.
(starts to chuckle)
Reality’s going to be like a kick
in the face.

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM - AFTERNOON
The gymis busy and LOUD with training. Bill holds pads for

Dwi ght in the ring. The BUZZER sounds. Bill wal ks to the
corner to get water for Dw ght
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A light-heavywei ght fighter approaches the ring apron.

L- H FI GHTER
Hey, BJ, can | get sone sparrin’
t oday?
Bill | ooks around the gym
Bl LL
I don't see anyone right now. Maybe
later, we'll see.

The 1ight-heavy nods and wal ks back to the bag. The BUZZER
sounds for the start of the round. Bill CLAPS the pads

t ogether then holds themin position for Dwm ght. Dw ght
starts to JAB at the pads and foll ows w th COVBI NATI ONS.

Tommy, carrying his bag, clinbs the stairs and heads to the
|l ockers. His lipis split and face is bruised.

The gym like a chain reaction, gets quieter and quieter.

The fighters have all stopped, staring and pointing at Tommy.
Sone SNICKER. Bill, in the ring, |owers the pads and turns,
confused, to see what caused the distraction. He sees Tonmy
and junps down fromthe ring.

Dwi ght hol ds up his hands questioningly. He is not happy.

Bill follows Tommy into the | ocker room

INT. A.C. PAL - LOCKER ROOM
Tommy tosses his bag down and unl ocks his | ocker.

BILL(Q S.)
What the hell happened to you?

Tommy pulls out his boxing shoes from his bag.
TOVMY
(calmy)
What ?
Bill turns the corner and approaches Tonmy, screeching,

Bl LL
VWhat ! ?

Bill grabs Tommy's face and turns it toward hinself.
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Bl LL
You been fighting?

Tommy | ooks at himincredul ously. Continues to speak cal my.

TOVMY
That's what | do.
Bill rips his hand fromthe face.
BI LL
| mean in the ring!?
TOVMY
This was in a ring.
Bill's voice relaxes a bit, but he still |ooks shocked.
Bl LL

Damm, boy! Wiy didn't you tell ne.

I woul d have worked with you.
(under his breath)

Looks |i ke you could have used it.

Tommy's | eft eyebrow arches as he takes waps and bag gl oves
fromhis bag.

TOVMWY
| won.

Bill's eyes wi den.
BI LL
Dam, what'd he do, head butt you?
(under his breath)

About a dozen ti nes.
Tomrmy opens his | ocker. As the | ocker opens, the next scene
is a FLASHBACK t hat appears inside the | ocker.
I NT. BACK ROOM - SMALL ROOM
Tommy and hi s opponent, MAC, who’'s nore |ike a bodybuil der,
are inthering. It is nore like a street fight than a boxing
mat ch. They are bare knuckled. Tommy's face is battered.
The following is a round of the fight:

The fighters are in a clinch. Tomry pushes his opponent away.
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The opponent, exhausted, reels back against the ropes. Tomy
rushes toward himand drives a knee into his stomach driving
hi s opponent to the point where the opponent is bent
backwar ds over the rope.

Tommy grabs the opponent behind the head and pulls their
heads together driving his forehead into his opponent’'s nose.

The opponent drops, unconscious, and everything gets dark.
MATCH CUT TO

Everything is dark.

The | ocker door SLAMS. FLASHBACK ENDS

INT. A.C. PAL - LOCKER ROOM

The SLAMM NG OF THE DOOR brings us back to the present. Tommy
starts to put on his shoes.

TOVMWY
Head butts were allowed. It was one
of those force of habit fights.

Bl LL
VWhat the fu...

TOMW
I needed cash for those tests. You
know, the ones that prove the AVA
is concerned with ny health.

Bl LL
You still shoul d' ve. ..

TOMW
Get me sonet hing next week. |If
you're not in Vegas with Bruce, 1'd
appreci ate the hel p.

Bill's deneanor changes to one of confusion and concern.

Bl LL
Ahhh, Bruce has been fighting
not hing but fish. I think it’s
Rocco, but..., | don’t know Carnen
trusts him but he's ...

TOMWY
a lawer, isn't he?
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Bl LL
Yeah, and he's slimer than nost.

Tommy starts out of the | ocker room
TOMW
I know I wouldn't bend over in
front of him

Bill chuckles and foll ows.

INT. A C. PAL - MAIN GYM
Tommy wal ks fromthe [ ocker roomw th Bill follow ng

Dwi ght | eans on the ropes staring angrily at Bill.

DW GHT
Hey, BJ, how '"bout it.
Bill | ooks up at the ring, nods, and starts up to the ring.
TOMW
Hey, Bill, don't forget about that

fight next week.

Bill leaps off the stairs and wal ks to Tormy. Dw ght takes
his gloves off and angrily throws themto the canvas. He
| eaves the ring MJUVBLI NG

INT. A C. PAL - BILL AND TOMW
Bill reaches Tommy and puts a fatherly hand on his shoul der.

Bl LL

(quietly)
Li sten, you gotta sl ow down.

Tommy turns to listen with a cocked brow.

Bl LL
You don't have to do all those
fights. You re better than that. |
know you’re better than that.

Bill | ooks around for spies.
BI LL

(nmore quietly)
I know who you are, Johnny.
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LAUREN( Q. S.)
. (angry)
Billl!l
Bill closes his eyes as though he's afraid. He nouths the
words, "Ch, Shit!" Some of the fighters WH STLE(o.s.)

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM

Tomrmy smiles just short of laughing as Bill obviously tries
to sneak to the office. Tommy foll ows.
TOMW
Friend of yours?
Lauren, visibly upset, wal ks toward Bill and Tommy.
LAUREN
Where the hell is Carnen?
BI LL
(to Tonmy)

Carnen's daughter.

Bill enters his office and | ocks the door. Lauren reaches the
door and POUNDS on it.

LAUREN( YELLI NG)
Goddamm it, Bill, he m ssed anot her
appoi nt nent !

Tomrmy leans with his back on the wall next to the door of the
office. He smles and folds his arns.

TOVMY
You call your dad by his first
name?

Lauren continues to stare angrily at the door.

TOMW
That's a ‘today’ s wonan’ thing,
huh?

Lauren turns her head to face Tommy.

LAUREN
You' re the guy who sl eeps on
si dewal ks. Sonmeone step on your
face out there?
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Tommy continues to | ean nonchal antly on the office wall. He
acts like he's ignoring her.

TOVMWY
You don't | ook |ike one of those
‘today’ s woman’ types.

Lauren's eyebrows raise inquisitively.

TOVMY
They call you people femnist,
don’t they?

Lauren smles slightly, studying him

TOMW
| heard all fem nists were carpet
munchers.

Lauren shocked, clears her throat, then conposes herself.

LAUREN
And | heard all fighters were
punchy. But you seemto handle
conpl ete sentences pretty well.

Tomrmy turns to her nonmentarily, |ooks her up and down, then
stares ahead again. After a pause,

TOVMY
Don't | ook |ike a carpet nuncher.

Lauren grabs his face, checking out the cuts.

LAUREN
And you certainly don't | ook like
much of a fighter.

TOMW
Maybe we can work with each other

Lauren sm |l es and w nks.

INT. A.C. - ANCELINO S RESTAURANT - EVEN NG

It's a quaint little place with Italian decor. SOFT

| NSTRUVENTAL MUSI C pl ays. Each table has it's own cl othes
tree. It's not too busy. The few patrons are dressed sem -
formally. Al the nen are wearing ties.
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Lauren sits by herself at a small table in the back. She is
dressed smartly. Her suit jacket hangs on the clothes tree
next to her table. She is enjoying wne.

The waiter, DOM NI C, approaches. He is a short, greasy haired
man with a thick Italian accent.

VWAl TER
Ah, it's a pleasure to serve you
once again, Dr. Gatzi. Are you
ready to order?

LAUREN
Thank you, Dom nic. The wine is
fine for now |I'mwaiting for
soneone. |'Il give him..

There is a DI STURBANCE at the door. It starts SOFTLY,
unintelligible, then gets LOUDER

MAI TRE DEE(OQ. S.)
But sir, that is our policy.

TOMW (O S.)
Wait a mnute, let ne get this
straight. You're telling me if a
crack deal er conmes in here wearing
a tux, he gets a seat?

Lauren and Domnic turn to see the problem the Mitre Dee
stands behind a podiumtal king to Tormy who can’t be seen.

TOMW (O S.)
What is it, you don't like ny
jeans? They’'re clean. | wash them
everyday.

MAI TRE DEE

I"msorry, Sir, but...

TOMWY (O S.)
Don’t apol ogi ze, it’s probably not
your stupid policy.
The waiter turns back to Lauren.

WAl TER
My apol ogies, Dr Gatzi.

Lauren | ooks at the waiter apol ogetically.

LAUREN
I think he's with ne.
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WAI TER
Ch, excuse me, M' am

Lauren puts her hand over her mouth to hide her smle as she
wat ches the waiter start toward the DI STURBANCE

The waiter wal ks to the front of the restaurant. He tal ks MOS
to the Maitre Dee, then | ooks back at Lauren, then back to
the Maitre Dee. Tommy is still not seen.

After a nonment passes, the waiter escorts Tomry to the table.
Tormy wears jeans, clean white boxing shoes, a gray pullover
crew neck, and a sport coat, a few sizes too big.

Tomrmy and Dominic reach the table. Tommy takes the jacket off
and holds it up for Lauren to see.

TOMW
Pretty nice jacket, huh?

Lauren nods and sniles, exaggerating that she's inpressed.

LAUREN
Very nice.

Tommy tosses it onto the clothes tree and sits.

TOVMY
Yeah, they were afraid | wouldn't
make it the 20 feet to your table
wi t hout of fendi ng someone.

Lauren gives Dom nic a displeased | ook. Dom nic haughtily
wal ks away.

LAUREN
Wl |, you succeeded fanpusly. You
| ook very nice.

TOMW
Yeah, | shoul d have been a nodel.

Lauren puts her hand on his as to apol ogi ze.

LAUREN
I shoul d have pick anot her place. |
shoul d have known you weren't a
jacket and tie kind of person.

TOVMWY
Yeah, | had to draw the |line at the
tie.



50.

Lauren | ooks around at the other PATRONS. They are all but
pointing as they talk MOS as they | ook at Tonmy and Lauren

LAUREN
Wul d you be nore confortable
somewher e el se?

Tomrmy waves of f the notion as ridicul ous.

TOMW
" m confortabl e wherever | happen
to be.

Tommy | ooks at the patrons and bl atantly stares back at them
The patrons cower away. Sone hi de behind their nenus.

TOMW
If they're unconfortable, let them
take their ponpous asses sonmewhere
el se. Besides,..

Tommy turns to Lauren, smiles, winks, and hike his chin to
t he j acket.

TOVMY
| rented that rag for the ful
hour. We’ve got plenty of tine.

Lauren angrily | ooks at the jacket, then stands, disgusted,

LAUREN
They nmade you pay for that? Let's
go. 1'Il get your noney back.

Lauren starts toward the door. Tomry grabs the jacket and
follows. Patrons arrogantly point and tal k MOS.

TOMW
Let them keep it, maybe they can
buy thensel ves sone manners.

They reach the Maitre Dee who stands behind the podi um

The Maitre Dee sees Lauren and Tommy. He | ooks shocked t hat
t hey are | eaving.

MAI TRE DEE
Is there a probl en?

TOVMY
Jacket doesn't fit. |'ve
enbarrassed the | ady.
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Tommy rueful ly shakes his head, faking enbarrassnment. Lauren
renoves the jacket and tosses it at the Maitre Dee.

LAUREN
Stuff that, and your Manicotti, up
your ass.

Tormy smiles, pleasantly surprised. Dom nic rushes toward
t hem wavi ng t he check.

Tommy | ooks at him then inquisitively at Lauren.

LAUREN
| had w ne.

Tommy snatches the check from Dom nic's wavi ng hand and reads
it. Tonmmy pulls out a huge wad of cash and fans through it.

Dom nic, the Maitre Dee, and Lauren study the wad of cash as
Tommy peels off a ten dollar bill and hands it to Dominic.

TOVMWY
You owe ne a buck.

Dom nic, arrogantly HUFFS his head up as he turns and wal ks.

TOVMY
Let's go.

Tommy grabs Lauren by the arm and | eads her out.

EXT. ANGELINO S - SI DEWALK

The door opens. Tommy and Lauren exit to the sidewal k. They
pause for a nonent then | ook at each other.

LAUREN
Vel l, where to?

Tommy grabs her by the arm and | eads her across the street.

EXT. A.C. - DARK STREET

Tomrmy and Lauren in the distance come up the street.

LAUREN
Were are we goi ng?
TOVMY
A place | used to go to,...seens

about a century ago.
( MORE)
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TOVMMY( cont ' d)
Good sandwi ches, good nusic, and no
j ackets required.

Lauren | ooks around nervously.

LAUREN
I don't think there's anything down
this way.

TOVMY

This is a short cut.
Tommy pauses a nonent and | ooks around.

TOMWY
At least | think this is the way.
It’s been a while.

Tomrmy wal ks. Lauren | ooks up at himwith a nore concerned
| ook as she wal ks besi de him

LAUREN
Maybe we shoul d head back to the
mai n street.

Tommy squints, intensely trying to remenber the way. They
approach an all ey.

EXT. A.C. - ALLEYWAY

The alleyway is dark except the tiny bit of |ight com ng from
a 15 watt bul b hanging froma w re hanging over a dunpster.

TOMW(O. S.)
| think it's down this way.

Tommy and Lauren turn the corner and start down the alley.

EXT. ALLEYWAY - DUMPSTER

There are 3 punks behind the dunpster passing a joint around.
They hear a BOITLE BEI NG KICKED(O. S.). One pot heads qui ckly
sneaks a | ook around the dunpster and sees Tommy and Lauren
wal ki ng toward them Lauren, frightened, clings to Tomy.

#3 slaps at 1 and 2. 3 holds a finger to his lips for
silence. 1 and 2 give 3 a dirty look. 3 notions that soneone
is comng. 2 sucks hard on the joint. 1 takes a pistol from
around his back. 3 pulls out a knife and quietly opens the
bl ade. 1,2, and 3 press thenselves to the dunpster to hide.
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Tommy and Lauren seen from behi nd, approach. The three punks
step out from behind the dunpster blocking the alleyway.

Lauren, visibly scared to death, quickly steps behind Tomy.

#1
Hey, Mama, don't be shy.

Tommy turns to Lauren who cowers behind him

TOMW
Is this your son?

#1 CHUCKLES as he turns to 2 and 3. Then back to Tommy.

#1
Oh, yeah, just call ne a notha
fucker.

Tommy stoically stares at the punks.

TOMW
How ' bout | just call you scunboy?

Lauren cl oses her eyes tight and starts to MUVMBLE prayers.

#1
Hows 'bout | call you dead white
nmeat ? Then we fuck your girl.

Lauren's eyes pop open as #1 cocks the hammer of the gun and
holds it in his right hand up to Tommy's face.

The following is the fight scene that takes a few seconds.

A) Tommy sinultaneously grabs #1's right wist with his left
hand and grabs the barrel of the gun with his right. As he
does, Lauren rel eases her hold and watches. Tommy pushes his
left hand to his right and pushes the barrel to his left. As
he does the trigger finger of #1 snaps and the gun FI RES.

B) #1 SCREAMS and cradles his finger with his other hand.
Tommy snatches the gun from#1 and is holding it by its
barrel. Tommy backhand PI STOL WVHIPS #1 in the head. Qut cold.

C) #3 rushes to Tommy. The knife is in his right hand. #3
brings the knife down in a stabbing notion toward Tonmy.

#3
Cracker not her fucker!

D) Tommy parries #3's attack by driving his left forearminto
the attacking right forearm of #3.
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As Tommy drives his left forearmup, he sinultaneously cocks
his right shoul der back and drives an uppercut into #3's
stomach, dropping him

E) #2 takes a Bruce Lee stance for a nonent and drives a left
round kick into Tomry's stomach. Tomry grabs the | eg and
pulls it, locking #2's right knee. Tommy drives a left |eg
side kick into #2's right knee and SNAPS it. #2 SCREAMS and
dr ops.

F) Lauren stands, eyes w de, and overwhel ned.

LAUREN
Oh ny God!

Tomrmy wal ks passed #3 who's still sucking wind. As he passes,
Tomrmy front kicks #3 in the face and knocks hi m unconsci ous.

Lauren nervously starts to APPLAUD, but quickly stops.

Tommy | ooks back at her strangely, smles ever so slightly,
and heads toward #2.

TOVMWY
Good attitude.

Tommy rolls #2 over, who has been reeling, holding his knee,
and kneels on #2's chest.

#2's eyes widen in fear as Tomy grabs #2's collar with his
left hand and makes a fist with his right. The right hand
qui ckly closes in on #2's face.

Tommy tosses #2's head away. It hits the alley, unconscious.
Tommy kneels by #2's side and starts through #2's pockets.

LAUREN
What ' re you doi ng?

Tommy pockets some cash from #2, gets up, and wal ks to #3.

TOMW
They're going to buy us dinner.

Tommy kneels by #3 and starts through his pockets. Lauren
goes to #1 and does the sane.

INT. A.C. - CHOO CHOO S BAR - 20 M NUTES LATER

It’s alittle hole in the wall, dingy bar, dark with 25

patrons. In the corner near the entrance way is a upright
pi ano.
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WALT JENKINS, a clean cut, 60ish, wearing a tux, SINGS
Sinatra's "ONE FOR THE ROAD." On top of the piano is a huge
brandy snifter full of dollars. The bartender behind the bar
is an old fat man dress |ike soneone fromthe 1890's.

The door opens. Lauren and Tommy enter. Tomry points to a
table next to the wall a few feet fromthe piano. Lauren
heads to the table. Tommy follows, passing Walt at the piano.

TOVMY
(nonchal ant | y)
Hey, Walt, how you been?

Walt | ooks up at Tomry for a nonent, then back at the piano
keys, then a quick double take. He hits a few BAD NOTES

The bartender, patrons, and Lauren turn to | ook at Walt.

VWALT
(shocked and | oud)
Johnny?! My God, when did..

The patrons APPLAUD. Tommy wi nks and snmiles at Walt as he
follows Lauren to the table. Lauren | ooks confused as she
takes a seat, facing Walt's back. Tommy sits facing Lauren.

Lauren | eans forward, puts her hand on Tormy's forearm and
hi kes her head toward the APPLAUDI NG cr owd.

LAUREN
Way are they doing that?

Tommy points to the snifter on top of the piano.

TOVMY
See that jar full of noney?

Lauren | ooks to the snifter of cash over Walt’'s shoul der as
he starts to PLAY again. The bartender wal ks from behind the
bar and grabs the snifter.

LAUREN
Wiy is the bartender taking it?

Lauren | ooks at Tommy waiting for the answer.
Walt watches the jar being placed on the bar.
TOVMY
Walt just bought every drink in the
house for the next hour.

Lauren, confused, shrugs.



56.

Tommy hikes a thunb to the patrons.

TOMW
Everyone in here puts a buck an
hour in Walt's jar.

Lauren squints a bit trying to see the connection.

TOMW
He plays for 5 hours straight. If
he hits a bad note or repeats a
song, he buys drinks for an hour.

Lauren sits back, somewhat surprised.

LAUREN
Coul dn't that get expensive?

Tommy confidently shakes his head 'No'.

TOVMY
He's the best there is. He could
play for a nonth and never play the
same song tw ce
(slight pause)
And you woul d be hard pressed to
hear any m st akes.

Lauren's eyes squint slyly as though she has doubts.

LAUREN
Oh yeah, so what happened toni ght?

TOVMY
I think he thought he saw a ghost.

Lauren's eyes squint as she studies Tonmy.

TOMW
He probably thought | was dead.

Lauren shakes her head and starts to ask another question but
interrupted by LOUI SE, gum chewi ng waitress stuck in the 50s.

LOUI SE
Whatta ya have?

Loui se stands poised with her pen and pad to take the order.
Lauren slightly shrugs as though anything will do.

LAUREN
Ch, uh,.... Red wi ne?
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Loui se wites in her pad.

LOUI SE
Strai ght up or on the rocks?

Lauren shoots a | ook to Louise, then HUFFS a | augh.

LAUREN
Excuse me?

LOUI SE
That neans plain or with ice.

LAUREN
I know what it neans. | just
never. ..

TOMW
Straight up...And I'll have a club
soda, orange juice, and slice of
linme.

Louise wites in her pad and | eaves.

LAUREN
What kind of a place have you
brought ne to?

Tormy DRUMS the table in time with the BLUES TUNE

TOMW
As the song says, "You neet the
|l osers in the best bars, and the
wi nners in the dives.

Lauren | ooks past Tonmy to watch Walt as she starts to dance
in her seat.

LAUREN
He is good, why is he here?

TOMW
Someti mes people just get tired of
all the bullshit.

Lauren | ooks back to Tomry and starts to ask anot her
guestion. Louise interrupts with drinks. She holds the gl ass
of wwne up in a presenting fashion for Lauren to see.

LOUI SE
You see, dearie, this is what's
called, . . .straight up.



LAUREN
(condescendi ng)
Oh, | see,

Lauren takes the wine then | eans to Tomrmy and whi spers.

LAUREN
You still have that gun you took in
the alley? 1’'mgoing to kill this

woman.
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Lauren | eans back, ponders a bit, then snaps her fingers.

LAUREN
lce cubes looks like little rocks.

LOUI SE
(smling proudly)
Now you got it, sweetie.

(to Tonmy)
You got yourself a smart one.

Tommy pulls out his wad of cash and hands Louise a twenty.

TOVMY
Oh, she's a snmart one alright.
That’s why she’s with nme, sugar

Loui se sm |l es, nakes change and | eaves.
Lauren studies the wad of cash as Tommy start to pocket

LAUREN
I was sort of wondering how smart
you were, carrying all that cash
But after your alley performance, |
guess it doesn’t really matter.

Tommy takes the cash out and holds it up.

TOMW
This? 1've got to get sone tests
done tonorrow.

LAUREN
Tests for what?

Tommy points to his face.
TOMWY

I'"d like to stay away fromthese
bare knuckle fights.

it.
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Lauren nout hs the word, bare knuckl e?

TOVMY
If I get sone tests, | can fight
here in Jersey.

Tommy hol ds the cash up, then stuffs the cash in his pocket.

TOVMY
This'|l| be gone in a couple days.
(after a pause, disgusted)
Thanks to sonme know not hi ng

doct ors.

LAUREN
Maybe they're just |ooking out for
you.

Tommy | ooks shocked. Lauren sips her w ne.

TOVMY
Yeah, right, a bunch of noney
hungry quacks who have no i dea what
fighters are about.

Lauren chokes on her w ne as she HUFFS a | augh.

LAUREN
Oh really, and just what are
fighters about?

Wal t eavesdrops.

Tommy | eans forward and | ooks into Lauren’s eyes. Lauren
returns the | ook.

TOMWY
I think Norman Mailer said it best
when speaking of the first Ali-
Frazier fight.

Lauren eyes wi den, inpressed. Walt PLAYS, 'THE GREATEST' .

LAUREN
And just what did Norman have to say?

TOMWY
He said, "Fighters are substances...

WALT
close to rock. They work on..
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Lauren | ooks past Tormy to Walt. WAlt's head is tilted up as
t hough speaking to the ceiling.

WALT
clunsy skills to hone them finer,
knowing if they can obtain parity,
bl ow for blow wi th any opponent,
they will win. They have nore guts.

TOMW
Up to a far-gone point, painis
t heir pl easure, .

Lauren | ooks strangely at Walt and turns slowy back to
Tomy.

TOMW
for their character in conbat is their
strength to trade pain for pain, |oss
of faculty for loss of faculty.

Tommy and Walt half turn to each other as though to
har noni ze. The bartender puts the enpty snifter on the piano.

TOVMY AND WALT
They have veins of unsuspected
strength and streaks when they feel
as spooked as wild horses.

Tommy turns back to Lauren. He has a proud smile on his face,

TOVMY
Did you see that fight?

Lauren | ooks into Tormy's eyes with a conbinati on of wonder
and admration. She slowy shakes her head 'No.'

TOVMY
2 great fighters traveling down...
FLASHBACK - THE FI RST ALI/FRAZI ER FI GHT
It's bits of the fight with Ali and Frazier trading
t renendous punches and ends in the fifteenth round of the

fight when Ali gets dropped.

The PI ANO and Tommy’s voice is heard as the fight is seen
The VO CES OF THE ANNOUNCERS ARE HEARD LI GHTLY.
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TOMW(O. S.)
subterranean rivers of exhaustion
and crossing nountain peaks of
agony. U timtely staring at the
[ight of their own death in the eye
of the man they re fighting.

FLASHBACK ENDS

INT. A C. CHOO CHOO S BAR
Lauren stares with the slightest of smles.

LAUREN
That sounds |ike Miler again.

Tommy smiles, nods, and still has an admring | ook on his
face as though he's watching the fight.

LAUREN
And you think that's normal ?

Tommy snaps to and | ooks at Lauren |ike she's crazy.

TOVMWY
Normal ? O&fF course it's not nornal.
W' re tal king about fighters.

Lauren finishes her wine and | eans toward Tonmmy and gently
grabs his hand and rubs it.

LAUREN
You have any words of your own?

Tormy smiles and thinks a nonent.
TOMW
You wal k into that ring and those
lights, those ring lights are so
bri ght, .

Tommy | ooks up at a faint |ight above hinself.

FANTASY - BOXI NG RI NG

The ring is viewed fromthe floor up, |ooking through the
ropes up at the ring lights. It is only seen for a second as
the ring lights flash very brightly.

FLASHBACK ENDS
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INT. AAC. - CHOO CHOO S BAR

TOVMY
nmy God, you'd swear its the sane
i ght people see when they die.

Tommy | ooks at Lauren, wanting her to understand.

TOMW
You know, that one in a tunnel or
whatever it is, and you just hope
you’' re the one com ng back

Lauren | ooks at Tommy, shakes her head spastically |ike she's
heard wrong, then |ike she's |ooking at a crazy man.

LAUREN
You're a lunatic.

Tommy | aughs MOS as he shakes his head.

LAUREN
Way woul d anyone want to go through
that? Do you hear what you're
sayi ng? You're tal king about dying!

Tommy | eans forward quickly and tightly grabs her wist.

TOVMY
(adamant | y)
I"mtal ki ng about 1iving!

Tommy | ooks at his hand hol ding Lauren's wist, releases it,
and sits back. When a nonent passes, he slowy |eans forward,
needi ng her to understand.

TOVMY
Wen we were in that alley,... or
afterward, ... anyway, when we were

wal ki ng out, didn’t you feel alive?
Lauren shrugs.

LAUREN
| felt lucky to be alive.

Tommy shakes his head ruefully, then stops, teeth cl enched.

TOVMWY
You shoul d denand to be alive.
(rel axed, slight pause)

( MORE)
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TOVMMY( cont ' d)
Because only if you' ve been in the
deepest valley,...

Lauren | eans forward and ki sses Tommy. As they part,

LAUREN
Can you ever know how magni fi cent
it is to be on the highest
nount ai n.

Tommy takes Lauren's hand and stands. Lauren joins him

TOMW
Let's get out of here.

Tormy wal ks to the piano and puts cash in Walt's jar. Valt
nods and conti nues to PLAY.

WALT
Leaving already? | wanted to talk
to you.
Tomy nods.
TOVMY
| don't have a phone, ... or even a

pl ace to stay yet.
Lauren jots her nunber on a card and places it on the piano.

Walt reads the card and | ooks inquisitively at her and asks
MOS, ' You?' Tommy shrugs and Lauren nods as they head out.

TOVMY
I"mtraining at the PAL.

Walt | ooks Lauren up and down as she wal ks away. Tonmmy | ooks
back at Walt and catches himeyeing Lauren. Tommy smles.

TOVMY
You still the best cut nan around?

Walt snaps to with a nod. Tommy and Lauren | eave.

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM - LATE AFTERNOON

Most of the fighters are gone. Bill cleans sonme of the
equi pnent and places it in the bin.

Tommy is on the heavy bag next to the ring practicing
COMBI NATI ONS, sweati ng profusely.
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Across the way a couple fighters talk MOS, |eaning agai nst
t he banni ster. FOOTSTEPS conme up the stairs. The fighters
| ook over the rail and down.

Bill wal ks toward the fighters.

The fighters’ eyes wi den and one taps Bill’s shoul der as he
passes. Bill stops as they secretly point over the edge of
t he bannister. Bill sneaks to the bannister and peaks over.
He jolts back and quickly heads to his office.

LAUREN( Q. S.)
Relax bill, I'mnot here to scream
at you about Carnen.

Bill freezes. Lauren appears as she WALKS UP THE STAI RCASE.

Bill remains notionless as Lauren approaches.
Bl LL
You' re not | ooking for your Dad?
Lauren wal ks past Bill and heads toward Tommy.
LAUREN

No, he's in Vegas.

Lauren wal ks to where Tormy is and scoots up to sit on the
ring apron. Tomry pays no attention to her.

Bill slowy, alnost sneaking, wal ks toward Lauren as she sits
and wat ches Tommy hit the bag. After a nonent passes, LAUREN
CLEARS HER THROAT. Hinting a smle

LAUREN
Oh, | see, you've had your way with
me, and now you ignore ne.
BI LL
Oh shit!
Bill sneaks away and into his office. Tommy, out of breath,
H TS THE BAG
TOVMY

That wasn't ny way. My way wi ||
| eave you wal ki ng funny.

Lauren MOANS SEDUCTI VELY as she puts one hand on her breast
and one in her crotch and cl oses her |egs on her hand.

Tommy | eans his head on the heavy bag then turns to her with
a slight smle.
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LAUREN
Maybe then, 1'll get you breathing
as hard as you are now.

Tommy shakes his head. He resunes H TTING the bag at a
furious pace. Lauren |eans back on her hands as she watches
in admration. Tonmy EXPLODES 4 |eft hooks to the body of the
bag. Lauren jolts back as though the punches are com ng at
her.

LAUREN
How can a human take that?

Tormy MACHINE GUNS | eft and right body shots to the bag.

TOVMWY
Humans can't.

Lauren junps down off the ring apron, wal ks to Tommy and taps
hi m on the shoul der. Tommy stops punching and turns to her.

Lauren waps her arns around Tomry and |icks the sweat from
hi s shoul der, then kisses him They part slowy.

LAUREN
Not human, huh?

Tomrmy scowl s as he shakes his head no.

LAUREN
Hmm G ves bestiality a whol e new
meani ng.

Tommy grabs Lauren by the shoul ders and wal ks her back to the
ring apron and lifts her onto it. He wal ks back to the bag
and starts TAPPING it with jabs. Lauren pulls her knees up to
her chest and hugs them She wonders,

LAUREN
I think you' d rather fight than fuck.

Tormy HUFFS a smile as he continues H TTI NG THE BAG

TOVMY
"1l tell you what you do. Take
your clothes off, put gloves on,
and see what we end up doi ng.

Lauren perks up quickly, smling, then cowers, |ooking at him
wi th squinting eyes.
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I would..., but I'mnot sure |
woul dn’t get punched in the nouth.

Lauren junps off the ring apron and dances around in a
fighter's stance. She punches Tonmmy in the arm

LAUREN
" manxious to see you fight. Wen
are you getting those tests done so
you can fight around here?
Tommy HI TS THE BAG as Lauren punches himin the back.

TOVMY
Tonor r ow.
I NT. LAS VEGAS - BOXI NG VENUE - NI GHT
VOCAL PACKED HOUSE. Al and Dave are the announcers. A
prelimnary bout has just ended. The 2 fighters |eave the
ring. Al and Dave read sone notes they' ve witten.

Dave, disgusted, shakes his head as he turns the page.

DAVE
Did you see who they got for Johnson?

Al flips his page. Dave tosses his notes disgustedly.

AL
Yeah, | saw.
DAVE
Anot her fish. How '"bout | just pre-

announce this fight and go get
sonmething to eat?

Al reads for a bit nore, then | ooks inquisitively at Dave.

AL
How do you nean?

DAVE

You know, something |ike, "Bruce
dances around, fires his jab like a
pi ston, sets himup for the kil
and knocks himinto next week.

(qui ckly and sarcastic)
My goodness, he’s on his way to a
world title.

66.
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Al smles and shakes his head no as the CROAD STARTS TO
RUVBLE. The fighters and their corners approach and enter the
ring. The ring announcer enters the ring. BELL RINGS tw ce.

RI NG ANNOUNCER( Q. S.)
Ladi es and Gentl enman, .
introducing in the red corner..

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM - EARLY AFTERNOON

The gymis busy with 20 fighters going through TRAI NI NG
ACTIMITIES. Bill is in the ring with two sparring fighters.

Walt Jenkins wal ks up the stairs and scans the gym After a
nonent, he talks MOS to 2 fighters. They respond MOS and
point to Bill in the ring. The BUZZER RI NGS.

Bl LL
Ti ne!

Walt wal ks to the ring and up the steps. One of the sparring
fighters taps Bill on the shoulder and points to Valt. Bill
turns, sees Walt, and wal ks to him

Bl LL
You need sonet hing?

WALT
I's Johnny around?

Bill squints suspiciously, shakes his head slightly, and
shrugs as though he has no idea what Walt is tal king about.

WALT
(quietly, leaning to Bill)
I think he goes by Tommy.

Bl LL
He had to have sone tests done. Wo
wants to know?

SERI ES OF SHOTS

The follow ng scenes are shown, | NTERCUTTING fromthe PAL
boxing gymto the ring at the Tropi cana boxing forum

At the PAL, Tommy goes through various workouts.
At the Tropi cana, Tonmy boxes DARRYL SMTH, a well built

young fighter with very good technique. The fight is in the
5th round. The crowd is LOUD AND RESPONSI VE.
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Lauren wat ches both. She is seen at various vantage points at
the PAL and ringside at the Tropicana.

A) PAL BOXI NG GYM

Tormy HI TS the heavy bag with right hand, left hook to the
body, left hook to the head. He quickly repeats the drill 2
nore tinmes. Lauren watches.

B) RING AT THE TROPI CANA BOXI NG FORUM

Tommy dances around the ring. Darryl noves well, trying to
cut off the ring. Bill and Walt, in Tommy's corner, calnly
wat ch the fight.

Tommy backs hinself into a corner. Darryl closes in. Tomry
covers up as Darryl throws 5 punches to his body. Darryl

| eans in on Tomry. Tommy grabs Darryl's right elbowwith his
| eft glove and spins Darryl onto the ropes, simnultaneously
spi nning hinmself off the ropes.

Darryl turns so his back is to the ropes. Tommy pivots to
face Darryl. Tomy throws the right hand, |left hook to the
body, left hook to the head conbo, |anding themall,
staggering Darryl as the BELL RI NGS.

The CROAD ROARS. Lauren sits ringside, kicked back in her
seat, WH STLI NG LOUDLY.

C) TOMWY' S CORNER

Tommy stands in his corner. Walt is in front of Tomy
snearing grease on Tommy's face. Bill has an ice bag on the
back of Tommy's neck and squirts water in his nouth. Walt
shoves the nout hpi ece back in Tomy's nout h.

BI LL
Listen, this kid's tired. Hs jab
is getting | azy.

Tomrmy nods as he listens, then | ooks over Walt's shoulder to
Darryl’s corner. Darryl is exhausted. H's handlers are
wor ki ng on him excitedly.

BI LL
Have some fun in there, put on a
show. When he starts to chug that
jab again, give nme that nunber 4.
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D) PAL BOXI NG GYM

Tormy wor ks on the double end ball in the corner of the gym
Lauren |lies backwards on the storage bin with her head
hangi ng over the edge.

Tommy touches the ball with a jab to get it noving back and
forth. As it springs back at his head, he rolls back then
forward throwing a straight right hand, neeting the ball wth
a SMACK. (Nunmber 4) Lauren junps a bit.

E) RING AT THE TROPI CANA BOXI NG FORUM

The round is well under way. The crowd CHEERS WLDLY. Tomy
and Darryl exchange at a good pace. Darryl clinches.

The Ref BREAKS them Darryl backs up, very tired. As Tomry
wal ks toward him Darryl throws a |azy jab. Tomry rolls back
then forward, landing a vicious right hand. Darryl's
nout hpi ece flies out of his nouth. Darryl, visibly hurt,

| unges forward and grabs hold of Tommy.

The Ref signals TIME QUT to the tinekeeper then points to a
neutral corner, directing Tormy to it. The Ref grabs onto
Darryl and | eads himback to his corner. Tommy reaches the
neutral corner and | eans on the cushi on.

REF
Where's that nout hpi ece?!

Someone ringside tosses the nouthpiece to the Ref. The Ref
hands it to Darryl's corner nen.

Bl LL
Hey, Johnny!

F) TOMW S CORNER

Bill sits outside the ring. Bill shows Tomrmy a techni que.
Bill’s left hand is straight out, his right hand cocks back
by his ear. Bill SMACKS his straight right hand into the |eft
as he nouths the word, “SPEEDBAG .

G RI NG AT TROPI CANA BOXI NG VENUE

Tommy nods quickly to Bill.

Darryl's corner man shoves the nouthpiece in. Darryl is still
a bit dazed. The ref notions to the tinekeeper for tinme in.
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E) INT. PAL BOXI NG GYM
Lauren tries to junp rope.

Tomrmy wor ks out at the speed bag. It swi ngs back and forth.
Cccasionally he hits it with a jab and traps it to the
platformfor a second, then releases it. The TIME CLOCK
BUZZES. Tommy traps the bag again then POPS it with a vicious
ri ght hand. The speed bag defl ates.

F) RING AT THE TROPI CANA BOXI NG FORUM

Darryl is against the ropes, alnost out on his feet. Tommy
throws a double jab; the second jab stays against Darryl's
face for a nonent then SMASHES a vicious right hand to
Darryl's jaw. Darryl drops unconscious. The crowd ROARS

The ref waves his hands over Darryl ending the fight. Bill
and Wlt junp into the ring to congratul ate Tommy. To

spits his nouthpiece into his glove then calmy wal ks back to
his corner biting at the tape on his gl oves.

The ref, doctor, and Darryl's corner nmen kneel around Darryl,
trying to revive him

Lauren junps up onto the ring apron and throws her arns
around Tomry. Tommy ki sses her forehead. The crowd goes W LD
INT. A C. PAL - MAIN GYM - AFTERNOON

The gymis busy with fighters. Tommy practices weaves under a
rope that is stretched froma hook in the wall to one of the
poles of the ring. Bill works with guys sparring in the ring.

Carmen, in the office, talks on the phone.

INT. AC. PAL - BILL'S OFFI CE

Carnmen is angry as he talks MOS on the phone. He SLAMS the
door cl osed.

INT. AC. PAL - MAIN GYM

The gym qui ets and nost everyone | ooks to the office. Tomy

keeps weaving and the sparring continues. Slowy the others
resunme the activities.
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INT. A.C. PAL - BILL'S OFFI CE
Carnen suddenly | ooks tired. He pleads on the phone.

CARVEN
Listen, he's not ready for a top
ten.

Carmen runs his hand through his hair, alnost pulling it.

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM

The BUZZER SOUNDS ending the round in the ring. Bill pats the
backs of the 2 fighters and they head out of the ring.

Carmen wal ks fromthe office into the gymand sits in a
folding chair. He rests his head in his hand.

Bill walks to the corner of the ring. Tommy is there drinking
water from a squeeze bottle.

Bill | eans over the rope to Tommy.

BI LL
We got a fight in 2 weeks.

TOVMY
W? You going to hold the guy while
I hit hinP

The BUZZER SOUNDS. Bill clinbs through the ropes and down the
steps. Bill pats Tormy on the back and heads to his office.
Tomrmy wor ks weaves and punches the air.

VWHI STLES AND LEWD REMARKS cone froma few of the fighters as
Lauren, dressed provocatively, conmes up the stairs. One of
the sparring fighters wal k passed the stairway as Lauren's
head first appears. He HUFFS A LAUGH.

SPARRI NG FI GHTER
(calling out)
Ch shit, Carnen, |ook out. Mdther’'s
her e.

The sparring fighter quickly sneaks away as Carnen | ooks up.
Carnmen | ooks to see Lauren at the top of the stairs. A
fighter stands in her way. She stoically |ooks himin the
eye, then waves him aside. The fighter backs off.

Carmen tries to sneak away as Lauren approaches.
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LAUREN
Rel ax, Carnen,

Carmen | ooks at her suspiciously, then plops back down.
Lauren grabs his chin and | ooks himin the face.

LAUREN
if that's possible. Dam, | ooks
i ke your BP is up 100 points.

Lauren tosses Carnen's face away. Carmen give her a dirty
| ook as Lauren scans the gym

LAUREN
But you do what you want. How are
you feeling anyway?

Lauren | ooks back at Carnen. Carnen RELEASES A S| GH and

shrugs. Lauren | ooks away again to find Tormy weaving in the
corner.

CARMEN
Oh, alright. Doctors say that. ..

Lauren smles slightly as she watches Tonmy.

LAUREN
That's ni ce.

Carnmen | ooks at her, insulted. She |ooks back at him

LAUREN
Wiy are you just sitting here?

CARVMEN
I"mwaiting for Bruce.

LAUREN
Wiy not work with someone el se?

Lauren hi kes her head toward Tomry. Carnen | ooks at Tomy as
t hough he just heard sonething disgusting.

CARVEN
6 o' clock? Too ol d.

LAUREN
He fights great!

Carnen jolts his head back to Lauren as he points to Tomy.

Bill walks fromthe office toward Carnen.
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CARMEN
6 o' clock? Wien did you see him
fight?
LAUREN

Way do you call him#6 o' clock?

Bill is close enough to listen in. The BUZZER SOUNDS. Carnen

| eans forward to | ook around Lauren to Tommy. Tommy dri nks
water from a squeeze bottle.

CARMEN

Look at him straight up and down
i ke the hands on a cl ock.

Bl LL
It's better than a quarter to 3.

Carnen sits back in his chair and looks to Bill. Lauren
continues to watch Tormmy with admration

LAUREN
Al I knowis he's got a huge
second hand that points to ten
after. Mm nmm

Bl LL
Ch shit!

Bill sneaks away as Lauren wal ks to Tomy.

Tommy sprays water fromthe bottle over his head as Lauren
approaches. Wen she’s cl ose enough he squirts her.

TOMW
You're here early. No work today?

LAUREN
It's ny day off.

The BUZZER SOUNDS. Tommy starts weaving. Lauren junps up to
sit on the ring apron.

TOMWY
Oh, that's right.

No one gets sick
on Wednesdays.

Carmen | ooks fromhis watch to the stairway.
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INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM - LATER THAT DAY

Tomrmy wor ks on the speed bag. Lauren heads back toward him
carrying a freshly filled water bottle.

The BUZZER SOUNDS. Tomy HI TS the speed bag with a | eft hook.
Lauren holds the bottle up to Tommy's nouth and squeezes.

TOMW
Haven't you anything better to do?

LAUREN
Not unless you want to squirt
sonething in ny face.

Lauren turns and | eans back against the wall. She smles
innocently as she rolls her eyes. Her eyes cone to rest on
the stairway. She sees Bruce walk up the stairs carrying his
bag. A half dozen fighters walk to himand do the fighter’s
handshake as they greet each other with a RUMBLE OF HELLGCS.

Carnen sleeps in the chair. He's awaken fromthe NO SE

Carnmen stands and wal ks groggily to Bruce scattering the
other fighters with the wave of his hand. He nmassages the
back of Bruce's neck, then | ooks at his watch.

CARVEN
Bruce, where you been?

BRUCE
Rocco took me out and got me a BMW
He said it’d be okay to mss part
of the workout.

Carnen's massagi ng hand freezes as he scowl s. Lauren,
di sgust ed, watches Carnen and Bruce.

CARMEN
Didn't he tell you we got the call
You got your top 10. You can’'t...

BRUCE
Rocco said I'll walk ..

Carnmen lightly pushes Bruce toward the | ocker room and wal ks
back to his chair. Carnmen is sonewhat defl ated,

CARMEN
Get changed.
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Bruce nods as he heads to the | ockers.

BRUCE
(slowy to anyone)
ri ght through Benitez.

Lauren wat ches Bruce walk into the | ocker room

LAUREN
That pisses ne off. My dad only
working with that prim donna.

TOVMY
Bruce is good. Poor managenent, but
definitely a good fighter.

Lauren turns and | ooks angrily at Tonmy as he weaves and
t hrows conbi nati ons.

LAUREN
And you're not?

Lauren’s nood lightens with her ‘On The Waterfront’ voice.

LAUREN
What sa matta, you don't think you
coul da been a contendah’ ?

The BUZZER SOUNDS. Tommy stares stoically at Lauren

TOVMY
| was a contender.

INT. A.C. PAL - LOCKER ROOM - LATER THAT DAY

Tommy gets dressed in front of his open | ocker door. Bruce
wal ks in fromhis shower to his | ocker next to Tomy's. Bruce
has a towel around his waste and one around his neck.

TOMW
(hal f jokingly)
You actual |y break enough of a
sweat with that little bit of a
wor kout to rate a shower?

BRUCE
My manager says |'Ill be ready. How
‘bout you, what’s next?

Bill wal ks fromthe back of the | ocker roomand starts to
CLOSE LOCKER DOORS. Tommy sees him



TOVMY
Hey, who are WE fighting anyway?

Bl LL
Si nce when do you care?

Tommy buttons his jeans. Bruce towels hinself off and
listens.

TOVMWY
(to no one)
Don't know, don't care.

BI LL
Gal endez.
TOVMY
Gal endez is a fish! I'm not going
to get any work from him
Bruce | ooks at Tommy curiously. Bill closes the |ast
as he starts out of the room
BI LL
Trust me, it'll get you noticed.
Bruce watches as Bill |eaves, then speaks quietly to
TOVMY
(munbl i ng)

Noti ced? Who gives a damm about. ..

BRUCE
Bill Johnson knows his shit. He'l
get you the right fights. Maybe get
you to a title shot.

Tommy shuts his | ocker and finger conbs his hair.

TOVMY
I can't learn anything from
fighting Gal endez.

BRUCE
Don't you want to be world chanp?

Tommy heads out of the room w thout turning back.

TOVMY
Rat her be the best in the world.

76.

| ocker

Tomy.
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I NT. TROPI CANA BOXI NG FORUM - NI GHT

The ballroomis packed and set up for televised fights. 2
boxers are in the ring fighting toe to toe. Crowm is WLD.

Al and Dave are the commentators and reporting MOS.

I NT. TROPI CANA BOXI NG FORUM - DRESSI NG ROOM

is very clean and well lighted. Tomrmy, dressed in robe and
trunks, waps his hands. Walt sits quietly and watches. Bill
wal ks in. CROAD NO SES are heard as the door opens.

Bl LL
Wiy don't you let me do that?

Tommy shrugs and tears strip of tape.

TOMW
Force of habit. How | ong before
we're up?

I NT. TROPI CANA BOXI NG FORUM - HOUR LATER

The crowd is quiet, waiting for the next fight. A RUMBLI NG
starts fromthe back. Al and Dave turns to see the fighters.
Al turns back and | ooks at his notes,

AL
Gal endez, the fish, and Reed.
Anyt hi ng on Reed?

Dave shrugs and shakes his head no. He | ooks back to see the
fighters and their corner nen start to approach. Gal endez
first. When Gal endez gets half way to the ring, Tommy and his
corner start up.

Galendez is in the ring. Bill, Tomy, then Walt jog toward
the ring. It's crowded and not nmuch room between the ringside
seats and the table where Al and Dave are seated. As Tomy
approaches, Al scoots his seat in a bit. Dave | ooks to Al,
then at the approaching trio. Dave squints a bit first, then
his eyes widen. Tommy smles.

DAVE
Johnny?

TOVMY
Hey, Dave.
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Al | ooks back to his notes.

AL
Johnny? You know this guy?

DAVE
We grew up in the sanme town.

That's Johnny Val ko.
Al | ooks up at Tommy, trying to tap his nenory.

AL
Johnny V! 1’|l be damed. \Wat the
hel I brings hi mback?

Dave counts on his fingers.

DAVE
Probably sonething to do with the
statute of limtations.

Al 1 ooks inquisitively at Dave for a nonent, then, eyes wi de,
it hits him
I NT. TROPI CANA - DRESSI NG ROOM - AFTER FI GHT
TOVMY
| told you I couldn't learn
anything fromhim
Bill stops cutting the waps and scow s at Tommy.
BI LL
Maybe if you let it go for nore
t han 30 seconds .

A KNOCK on the door and Dave enters. Tommy | ooks over Bill's
shoul der to Dave.

TOMW
Bont enpo. Boxing's finest anal yst.
Shoul dn’t you still be out there

tal ki ng or sonet hi ng?

Bill turns to greet Dave. Dave nods to him Bill nods and
finishes cutting off the waps.

DAVE
The fight lasted a half mnute.
There wasn’'t a lot to tal k about.
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Bl LL
That's what | was telling him
How s Gal endez?

WALT(O. S.)
He should get an award for his
i npersonation of a PEZ di spenser.

Walt wal ks fromthe bathroom and scoots up on the table in
front of the mrror. Dave wal ks to himand shakes hands.

DAVE
M. Cutman, it's been a while.

VWALT
7 and a half years and we're
unt ouchabl e.

DAVE
You woul d have done boxing a
trenmendous favor if you would have
finished the job.

INT. DON LE RO’'S OFFI CE
is enpty and dimy illum nated by the | anps on the desk. The

PHONE RI NGS. The door opens. Le Roi enters, hobbling with his
two canes to the phone.

LE RO
Yeah! ... Beautiful... You sure he
didn't read that contract?... Yeah,

I know, no one reads 63 pages...

EXT. A C. PAL - FRONT - DAY

It's a sunny day. The usual cars along with Rocco's are

par ked outside. Rocco leans on his car. A few fighters nod as
t hey wal k inside. Rocco ignores them and | ooks at his watch.
Bruce pulls up in his BMN The wi ndows are tinted.

Rocco wal ks up to the car. The driver side wi ndow LONERS to
reveal Bruce's smling face.

BRUCE
Hey, Roc, whazup?

ROCCO
Let's take a little ride.
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Bruce, with an al nost concerned | ook, |ooks up at the second
fl oor of the PAL. Rocco | ooks up to the PAL and waves it off.

ROCCO
You're nore than ready, you've been
fighting the best there is. You'l
wal k right through Benitez, trust
ne.

Bruce thinks for a nonent then nods. Rocco heads around to
t he passenger side of the car.

ROCCO
You've got to learn to relax. Cone
on, |'ve been waiting for a ride in

your new car.

The BMW SQUEALS its tires heading away fromthe PAL.

INT. AAC. PAL - MAIN GYM - HOURS LATER

Only a few left working out. Qthers walk fromthe | ocker room
and | eave. Tommy shadowboxes. Carnen sleeps in his chair.

Lauren wal ks up the stairs and approaches Carnen. She | ooks
up at Tommy for a second, then back to Carnen.

LAUREN
Carnen, wake up

Carnmen wakes, trying to focus on his watch.

LAUREN
What the hell you doing?

CARMEN
Waiting for Bruce.

| NTERCUT:

EXT. NYC - SKYLI NE

of the George Washington Bridge. Bruce's BMWNVdrives over the
bridge toward New York

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM - 3 DAYS LATER

The gymis crowded. Tonmy spars with Dwight, mxing it up

Bill and Walt are on the ring apron, watching, |eaning on the
ropes.
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Carnmen wal ks up the stairs. A look of concern on his face as
he | ooks at his watch. The BUZZER SOUNDS

Bl LL
Ti ne!

The fighters break and return to their respective corners.

Dwi ght's handl ers give himwater and grease his face. Tomy
turns and | eans on the corner cushion. Walt gives himwater
and greases his face. Bill steps through the ropes and stands
in front of Tonmy. Bill denonstrates how Dwi ght has been
weavi ng Tommy's |eft hook.

BI LL
This guy's goi ng under every hook
you throw. Throw it a few nore
times like that, then bring it up,
i nstead of across.

TOVMY
Li ke Ray Robinson. I'msetting him
up.
Bill smles and nods as he steps out. Carnen approaches and

clinbs the steps of the ring and | eans on the ropes.
CARVEN
6 o' clock is going to get killed in
there with that heavywei ght.
Wal't SUPPRESSES A LAUGH as the BUZZER SOUNDS

Bl LL
| don't think so.

The following is the sparring scene of the round.

A) Tommy wal ks to Dwi ght and touches gl oves then start to
spar. The conbinations are plenty and defense i s good.

CARMEN( Q. S.)
He noves pretty nice.

B) Bill throws a right hand and left hook in the air as to
denonstrate.

BI LL
Set up that hook!

C Tomry, with a |ot of head novenent, noves toward Dw ght.
Dwi ght throws a series of punches, mssing with all of them
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Tomrmy throws a straight right and a | eft hook. Dw ght weaves
t he hook.

BILL(QO S.)
Coupl e nore tines.

Dwi ght and Tomrmy work on the inside. Tommy steps back and
throws a hook. Dwi ght weaves it and counters with a right
hand that Tommy rolls with.

D) Bruce wal ks up the stairs and watches.

E) They continue to spar evenly. Tommy starts to nmake Dw ght
m ss badly. DmMght's back is to Bill. Tommy sees Bill in the
corner throwi ng the Robinson hook in the air. Tommy throws a
straight right hand and follows with the Robi nson hook.

Dwi ght weaves and ducks into the hook. The hook snaps

Dwi ght's head back and he drops.

CARVEN
Damm!

Tormy offers a hand to hel p Dm ght up. Dwi ght reaches up and
Tommy pulls himup and t he BUZZER SOUNDS

BRUCE(O. S.)
Hey, Carnen, whazup?

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM

Carnen, upset, wal ks down the steps to Bruce next to the
ring. Carmen puts his arm around Bruce's shoul der.

CARVEN
Bruce, 3 days, where you been?

Bruce smles broadly as though nothing is wong. A nonent
| ater he | ooks inquisitively at Carnmen. Bill and Tommy watch
and listen. Carnen pl eads,

CARMEN
Bruce, you got the biggest fight of
your career comng up. If you..

Bruce | ooks at Carnmen |ike he's crazy.
BRUCE
Rocco says |'l| beat anyone you put
in front of ne. He says | been
trai ning too hard.

Bill AND Tommy |isten, shaking their heads.
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BRUCE
Rocco says | got to get out and |et
t he peopl e see ne. You know,
pronote nysel f.

Tommy | ooks at Bill, alnost |aughing, then quietly,

TOMW
Pronote hissel f?

Bl LL
(huffing a | augh)
Fucki ng scunbag | awyers.

TOMW
You' re being redundant.

CARVEN
Bruce, you pronote yourself every
time you get in the ring.

Bill and Tommy step out of the ring.

Bl LL
As | ong as he keeps w nni ng.

Bruce and Carnen look at Bill. Carnen is relieved to have an
ally. Bruce waves himoff.

TOMW
(rmocki ngl y)
But Rocco says, .

Bruce turns and | ooks back as he wal ks into the | ocker room

INT. AAC. PAL - BILL'S OFFI CE - END OF DAY

Bill is at his file drawer. Carnmen KNOCKS and enters. Bil
continues with his files. Carnmen plops down in a chair.

CARMEN
What the hell is he doing?

Bill ignores him Carnmen doesn't notice and continues as
t hough in deep thought.

CARVEN
He's been a little lazy, but to

Bill turns slightly and nouths the words, "a little', then
resunes with the files. Tommy appears in the doorway.
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CARMEN
take entire days off. Wat's he
t hi nki ng? What the hell’s going on?

TOMW
You need anything before | |eave?

Bill looks up fromthe files and shakes his head 'no'. Carnen
| ooks at Tommy annoyed.

CARMEN
Go clean a spit bucket or
sonmething, 6 o' 'clock, I'mtrying to
figure sonething out.

TOVMY
Funny you shoul d nention spit
bucket s.

Carnmen shakes his head, confused. Bill smles short of a
| augh. Tommy shakes his head with short, brisk shakes as
t hough the answer is obvious.

TOMW
VWhat's slimer than one? Figure
that out, and I think you ve got
your answer.

Carnmen squints to try and see the obvious.

Bl LL
The answer is, 'a |awer'.
CARMEN
Rocco?!
TOVMY
The whore | eaves a slug trail when
he wal ks.

Carnen scratches his head. Bill LAUGHS. Carnen | ooks to
Tomy.

CARMEN
Who the hell are you?

Tomrmy wal ks to Carnen and offers his hand.

TOVMY
Johnny Val ko.

Carmen shakes the hand and searches his nenory for the nane.
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Bl LL
He was the best 7 years ago and now
he's better.

Carmen | ocks onto the hand and | ooks into Tonmy’s eyes.

CARVEN
You' re the guy who busted up Le
Roi .

Carnen rel eases Tonmmy slowy and flashes back to his problem

CARVEN
You think it's Rocco?

Bill SLAMS THE DRAVWER SHUT and | ooks at Carnen incredul ously.

Bl LL
Christ, you finally get him sone
conpetition and he’s going to be in
t he worst shape of his life.

Tormy SNIFFS the air and turns his head to the gym He sees
Rocco wal ks up the stairs nmeeting Bruce who's carrying his
gym bag. Rocco takes Bruce’s bag and sl aps his shoul der.

TOMWY
Snell Iike something a | awer woul d
do.

Tomy hi kes his thunb toward Rocco and Bruce. Carnen | eans
back and | ooks around Tommy and sees Rocco and Bruce headi ng
down the stairs.
TOVMY
You better just nmake sure your ass
is covered.

Bill points at Carmen with a nod to second the notion.

I NT. LAS VEGAS BOXI NG VENUE - FI GAT NI GHT

It’s a typical fight night. Caneras are poised and ready
along with Dave and Al

I NT. LAS VEGAS VENUE - BRUCE S DRESSI NG ROOM

The | ocker room scene is intercut with FLASHBACKS of Bruce.

Bruce is in a nervous daze throughout. Voices are not heard
during fl ashbacks.
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A Boom box plays RAP MJUSIC. Rocco | eans agai nst the wall
wat chi ng Carnmen wap Bruce's hands. Bruce's body is not as
ripped as in prior fights. There are 2 other HOVEYS in the
room dancing to the MJSIC. Cccasionally, Carnen, annoyed,

| ooks at them and shakes his head. Carmen turns back and
continues to wap the hands.

CARVEN
Listen, Benitez is a SOB to hit.
Don't start too fast. If he..

FLASHBACK

O Bruce and Rocco having dinner in NYC. Rocco |aughs as the
wai ter brings 2 huge pieces of cake. Bruce holds his stomach,
t hen grabs the cake and takes a huge bite fromit.

I NT. LAS VEGAS VENUE - BRUCE S DRESSI NG ROOM

CARMEN
. . .that way you'll at least hit
sonet hi ng.

Bruce snaps to. A worried | ook covers his face.

CARVEN
You see?

Carnmen doesn't notice Bruce's blank stare as he nods.

BLACK #1
Ah, man, Bruce is gonna stonp that
wet back piece of shit.

Carnmen turns and | ooks at #1 who has his arns folded like a
Rap artist. Carmen shakes his head. Rocco pushes off the wall
and wal ks up behi nd Bruce.

ROCCO
No one's going to get in our way.

CARMEN
You just make sure you.. ..
FLASHBACK

Bruce at a large private party. Rocco pours Chanpagne into a
gl ass Bruce is holding. Bruce is drunk.
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An attractive platinumblond, waved over by Rocco, approaches
and rubs Bruce’s crotch. Bruce sl obbers Chanpagne down his
chin. The blond licks it off.

I NT. LAS VEGAS VENUE - BRUCE S DRESSI NG ROOM
Bruce, w de eyed, |ooks nore nervous.

ROCCO
He's all set, Carnen, lighten up

BLACK #2
You listen to your man, there,
Bruce, he knows what he’s doing.

Carnen finishes with the waps. Bruce is zonbie-like as
Carnen ties and tapes the gloves on. #1 & 2 continue to
dance. Rocco slyly |l ooks at Bruce and hints a smle.

FLASHBACK

Rocco cuts a line of cocaine as Bruce watches nervously.
Rocco gently taps Bruce on the back to nudge himtoward the
coke. Bruce hesitantly snorts a line.

I NT. LAS VEGAS VENUE - BRUCE S DRESSI NG ROOM

Carnmen slips on a pair of focus pads for Bruce to hit. Bruce
starts to shadowbox a bit, then TAPS the pad with a jab.
Bruce | ooks slow and | ethargic. Carnmen shows Bruce how | oose
hi s shoul ders shoul d be.

CARMEN
Bruce, you got to relax. C non, put
sone sting in that jab.

Bruce tries harder, but the JAB still sounds dull. A few
Rl GHTS and LEFT HOCKS fol |l ow just as dead. Carnen pl eads,

CARMEN
Bruce, what the hell you been
doi ng? There’s nothing there.

Rocco waves Carnen off as Bruce throws Pl TTY- PAT PUNCHES on
t he pads.

ROCCO
He's as sharp as ever!

MATCH CUT:
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To the fight. Bruce | eans on Benitez throw ng Pl TTY-PAT
PUNCHES.

AL(O S.)
Bruce Johnson is not sharp!

DAVE(Q. S.)
Not sharp?! He couldn't crack an
egg with these punches!

Beni tez sidesteps, spins Bruce to the ropes and hits himwth
a BARRAGE OF PUNCHES as the BELL RI NGS.

The ROUND 3 card girl prances around the ring as Bruce
staggers back to his corner
I NT. LAS VEGAS VENUE - RINGSIDE - AL AND DAVE
sit in front of their nonitors.
DAVE
Real ity has kicked Bruce right in

t he face.

Bruce is worked on frantically in his corner.

I NT. LAS VEGAS VENUE - MONI TOR

Bruce slunps in his corner. Carnmen pleads MOS. The two honeys
stand on the ring apron, staring.

AL
I think the only thing Benitez
HASN'T hit Bruce with is a kick.

SUPER: ROUND 6 CARD

is seen nonentarily during Round 6 action.

Bruce noves sluggishly. Hs left eye is conpletely closed and
his right eye is closing fast.

Benitez picks himapart.

AL(O. S.)
Apparently only one thing can stop
Bruce Johnson from becom ng a great
fighter, ...
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DAVE(Q. S.)
Yeah, his opponents.

The BELL RINGS and Bruce starts to walk to Benitez' corner.
Benitez hel ps himback to his own corner.

Le Roi appears in the doorway of the ballroom

Rocco stands at his ringside seat. He | ooks up at Bruce
slunped in the corner with the corner nen working on his
eyes. Rocco turns to the doorway and smles slightly at Le
Roi. Le Roi smiles just short of |aughing, nods and hobbl es
away.

I NT. LAS VEGAS VENUE - RI NG

The doctor is on the ring apron closely |ooking at Bruce.

AL(O S.)
This may be it, Dave. He's taking a
| ong | ook.

DAVE(Q. S.)

It's obvious Bruce hasn't seen
anything that’s hit himin the |ast
round and a hal f.

The Doctor steps off the apron. The BELL RINGS. Bruce is slow
getting off the stool.

DAVE(Q. S.)
| can't believe they're letting him
conti nue!

AL(O S.)

This is WRONG Johnson coul d get
seriously injured!

I NT. LAS VEGAS VENUE - BRUCE' S DRESSI NG ROOM - AFTER FI GAT

The door opens. Bruce, in very bad shape, is being hel ped by
hi s Homeys on each side. Carnmen is frantic. Carnen clears

items off the massage table. Bruce is dragged to it and laid
down, virtually unconscious. Carnen straightens Bruce's head.

CARMEN
Rel ax, the doctor will be right in.

The DOOR OPENS and SLAMS. Carnen doesn’t turn,
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CARVEN
Is he going to be okay, Doc?

ROCCO( O. S. )

This is your fault!

Carnmen junps, startled, and turns to the door. He sees Rocco
poi nting at him Carmen | ooks angry.

CARMEN
My fault?!

Rocco wal ks toward Carmen and points at Bruce.

ROCCO
You were suppose to train himn

CARVEN
He's got to cone to the gymfor ne
to be able to train hin

ROCCO
That's it, you're out!

The two homeys sneak out of the room Carnen squints,
conf used,

CARMEN
What the hell you tal king about?

Rocco takes a contract out of his pocket and tosses it at
Car men.

ROCCO
Bott om of page 47.

Carnmen flips through, then reads. Carnen, eyes wide and in
shock, |ooks up at Rocco.
INT. LE RO"S OFFICE - N GHT

Le Roi sits behind his desk reading a contract. The intercom
on his desk BUZZES. He pushes a button on it.

LE RO
Yes?

SECRETARY( V. O.)
M. DeParma and M. Johnson to see
you.
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LE RO
Send them i n.

Le Roi releases the button, sits back, and sm es.

The door sw ngs open. Bruce, swollen face and wearing sun
gl asses, enters with Rocco behind him

LE RO
Bruce, cone in. Sit down. It's tine
you were treated |ike the chanpion
you' I | be.

INT. A C - LAUREN S APARTMENT - N GHT

The place is clean, quaint, and sonewhat void of furniture.
There is a brick face fireplace with a gas fire going. Tomry
lies in front of it doing crunches. The DOOR OPENS and
CLOSES.

LAUREN( Q. S.)
You here?

Tommy continues to do the crunches.

TOVMY
(grunting)
By the fire. You find out what
happened to your Father?
Lauren enters and kneel s al ong side of Tommy.

LAUREN
A clause in the contract. Sonething
to do with Bruce losing a fight.

TOVMY
In small print, no doubt. Wat's he
going to do now?

Lauren starts H TTI NG Tormy's stomach with hammer fists every
ti me he crunches.

LAUREN
Fi nd soneone el se to train.
INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM - AFTERNOON
Tommy is in the ring with Bill H TTI NG FOCUS PADS

Carmen teaches a newconer how to throw a left jab
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Bruce ascends the stairs with his new TRAI NER, MJHAMVED
HABEB, a very Muslim |l ooking black man with authentic African
garb and accent. Habeb is arrogant to the point of being
rude.

Many of the other fighters walk to Bruce to say hell o MOS and
tap fists together.

Tormy H TS THE PADS

Carmen sees Bruce. Confused and hurt, Carnen tells his
trainee to keep working MOS, and wal ks toward Bruce as Bruce
and Habeb wal k toward the | ockers. Carnen heads them of f and
puts his hand on Bruce’ s shoul der

CARVEN
Bruce, what the hell

Habeb rips Carnmen's hand from Bruce's shoul der.

HABEB
(1 oudly)
Get your hands off ny fighter, old

man!

Tormy and Bill turn to them They see Carnen scow at Habeb.
Habeb cool |y stares back.

Tommy, with an angry | ook, starts toward them Bill, using
t he focus pad stops Tonmmy.
BI LL
If Carnmen wants, he'll knock that

pi ece of shit out.
Habeb puts his hand on Bruce's shoul der and guides himto the
| ockers. Habeb holds Carnen's stare. When Bruce enters the
| ocker room Carnen returns to his trainee.
Bill holds up the pads. Tommy hits themw th a couple LIGHT
JABS as he wat ches Car nen.
INT. A.C. PAL - BUZZER ON WALL
SOUNDS and the RED LI GHT BULB il |l um nates.

Bl LL
Ti me!l!

MATCH CUT:
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INT. A.C. PAL - BUZZER ON WALL
SOUNDS and the GREEN LI GHT BULB il |l um nat es.

BILL(O. S.)
Ti ne! !

INT. AAC. PAL - MAIN GYM - RI NG

TYRONE and LEWS, 2 m ddl eweights, spar. Bill stands on the
ring apron in Tyrone's corner. ARCH E ALBERTS, a m ddl e aged
trainer with little know edge about training tends the other.

Bruce, still alittle flabby, shadowboxes. Habeb watches him
Tommy practices novenent around a heavy bag near the ring.

Tyrone gets the best of Lewis. Lewis is tired fromtaking a
beating. Al berts keeps waving for Lewis to cone forward.
Tyrone continues to pick himapart until he drops Lew s.
Lewis lies on the canvas.

BI LL
That's enough!

Al berts looks angrily at Lewis and throws a towel at him

ALBERTS
He's alright! Get up, you bum

Tyrone | ooks maliciously at Alberts and says "Asshol e" as
Bill clinbs through the ropes and hel ps Lew s up.

Habeb approaches as Bill hel ps Lewis through the ropes.

HABEB
Hey Brother, can | get sone work
for ny fighter?

Bill | ooks strangely at Habeb.

BI LL
| don't renmenber nma mentioning you.

Habeb, confused, | ooks around, then back at Bill.
Bl LL

| ain't your brother. But | I|ike
Bruce, so I'Il give him3
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INT. A-C. PAL - INSIDE RING - 20 M NUTES LATER

The sparring is even. Every tine Bruce throws a left jab, his
ri ght el bow cones up a bit.

Carmen, leaning on the ring apron, and Tonmy, |ightly working
on the bag next to the ring watch.

BRUCE

over extends to try and reach Tyrone with a jab. The right
el bow cones up slightly. Tyrone catches the jab.

TOMWY( Q. S.)
He still lifts that el bow when he
throws the jab.

INT. AAC. PAL - MAIN GYM - CARMEN AND TOVMY

wat ch the sparring. The BUZZER SOUNDS. Tommy wal ks to
Tyrone's corner where Bill gives himwater.

CARVEN
He didn't always do that.

Tommy shakes his head YES to Carnen saying, "Sure he did."
Carmen watches as Tomrmy talks MOS to Bill and Tyrone, then
shows Tyrone how to slip the jab and throw a hook to the
l[iver.

Habeb scowl s over at Tommy as Tommy denonstrates. Tomry junps
off the ring and wal ks back to Carnen.

INT. AA.C. PAL - MAIN GYM - |INSIDE THE RI NG

Bill shoves the nouthpiece into Tyrone's nouth and pats him
on the back. The BUZZER SOUNDS. Tyrone and Bruce touch gl oves
and spar. Bruce throws sonme jabs. His elbow lifts as he does.

BI LL
There it is.

The fighters dance a bit nore. Bruce tries to reach Tyrone
with a jab. Tyrone slips to his left and drives a vicious
left to Bruce's liver. Bruce crunbles to the canvas. Carnen
smles as he slaps Tommy on the back.

CARVEN
Good cal |, kid.
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INT. A .C. PAL - DOMNSTAI RS

is enpty. Habeb lurks by the side of the bottom of the
stairwell. Tommy wal ks down. As he get to the bottom Habeb
steps out fromthe shadows and grabs Tommy's shoul der. Tomry
drops his bag and cocks a brow at Habeb.

HABEB
I don't like people fucking with ny
fighter, white boy. Knock it off or
you' re going to get busted up.

Tommy snmacks Habeb's hand off his shoul der, grabs Habeb's
chin with his left and drives his right thunb behi nd Habeb's
ear. Habeb, in excruciating pain, drops to his knees.

TOVMY
You listen to nme, Malcolm Your
fighter’s going to have trouble
dancing pretty like he does with
two broken knees. You got that?

Tommy tosses the head away, grabs his bag, and wal ks away.

INT. LE RO’'S OFFI CE - EVEN NG

Le Roi sits behind his desk and hangs up his phone. Habeb is
in the chair opposite himwaiting, fidgeting. Habeb
frantically nops his brow with a silk handkerchief.

LE RO
Now, where were we?
HABEB
M. Le Roi, | really think it best

if we get himout of there. It is
not conducive to training.

Le Roi, smling, waves off the notion as being ridicul ous.
Habeb stares confused for a nonent, eyeing Le Roi's smle.

LE RO
The facility in which his
proficiency excels is not of
consequence, mny brother.

HABEB
Thi s neans he stays where he is,
does it not?
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LE RO
Not only does he stay there, but we
may pick up other fighters fromthe
potentate purveyor of pugilistic
pranks, Carmen G atzi.

Habeb wi pes his brow and | eans forward. Le Roi grabs a cigar
and his lighter. He's in deep thought as he lights his cigar.

HABEB
There is only one there of any
consi deration. And | do believe he
is of an independent nature and not
capabl e of persuasion.

Habeb’ s haughty attitude is starting to show. Le Roi eyes him
with a | ook of disbelief.

LE RO
No one turns down a title shot.
HABEB
(al nost i nsul ted)
You don't understand. | refuse to

train him
Le Roi ROARS W TH LAUGHTER

LE RO
You refuse?! What do you have to do
with it? | nake the chanpions, not
you.

Habeb | ooks totally lost as Le Roi continues to LAUGH
LE RO
Don't tell me you're starting to
believe the press releases | tel
themto wite?

Habeb sinks down in his seat and Le Roi grabs the phone.

INT. A-C. PAL - BILL'S OFFI CE - EARLY AFTERNOON

Bill works in his office. A KNOCK ON THE DOOR causes himto
| ook up from his work.

Bl LL
Cone in.

The DOOR OPENS AND SHUTS.
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LE RO (O S.)
M. Jefferson, | would appreciate a
word with you if you d be so kind.

Bill's head jolts up to | ook over his desk top and sees Le
Roi, smling broadly, standing in front of the door.

Bill finishes up behind the desk.

Bl LL
(munbl i ng)
Let me get off this floor and get
some hip boots on first.

Bill takes his seat, cautiously eyeing the smling Le Roi.
LE RO
My Brother, may | have a seat?
BI LL
(munbl i ng)
Fam |y gets bigger all the tine.
Bill holds a hand out offering a seat. Le Roi nods and sits.
LE RO

| understand you train a very
tal ented young brother named Reed?

Bill CHOKES A LAUGH Le Roi |ooks at himstrangely.

LE RO
Per haps you woul d share the hunor?

Bl LL
He ain't young. He ain't a brother.
H's nane ain't Reed. And he trains
his own danmm sel f.

Le Roi bolts up fromhis chair.

LE RO
He's not African American!?
Bl LL
O Dbl ack.
Bill presses a button on the intercomon his desk.
Bl LL

Craig, tell Johnny, ah Tommy, to
cone to ny office when he gets in.
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CRAIG V. 0O)
He just wal ked by. I'Il tell him
Bill releases the button and waves Le Roi back in his seat.
Bl LL
He did take out Galendez in a half
m nut e.
Le Roi relaxes a bit, thinks, then slowy sits. Bill |ooks

over Le Roi's shoulder into the gymand sees Tomry com ng up
the stairs carrying his bag.

BI LL
(munbl i ng)
This is going to be good.

Le Roi smiles, hands folded in his |lap. He seens content,
then a thought hits him Tommy is approaching.

LE RO
You said his nane is not Reed?

Tommy KNOCKS on the door. Bill waves himin.

Bl LL
May | present to you, Johnny Val ko.

Le Roi repeats the nane MOS. Hi s eyes burst open, he death
grips the chair as he swing around to | ook at Tommy.

Tommy stoically stares at him

FLASHBACK

O the first neeting between Le Roi and Tommy and Valt at Le
Roi’s office 7 and a half years earlier. The flashback ends
with the match cut.

Le Roi, with a snug deneanor, sits behind his desk. Walt,
trying to remain calm sits in a chair opposite Le Roi. Tommy
is angry, pacing the room Walt |eans forward.

WALT
He's earn a shot.

Le Roi ROARS W TH LAUGHTER

LE RO
(smugly)
You speak as though earn has
sonmething to do with it.
( MORE)
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LE RO (cont'd)

Val ko will fight Selton, put on a
good show, and |ose a cl ose
deci si on.

Tomrmy turns with fire in his eyes. Le Roi sobers just a bit.

LE RO
Maybe | ater sonmething will cone up
Maybe | ater

Tommy points at Le Roi with righteous indignation, furious,
TOMW
Wo are you to tell me who and when
I can fight?

Le Roi raises and pounds his chest.

LE RO
| am Don Le Roi! | AM boxing! If
you don't fall in line, you ll

never fight again!

Tommy grabs the baseball bat fromits sanmurai sword stand.
Tomy points the bat at Le Roi.

TOVMY
If you don't sit your fat ass down,
I’mgoing to be fighting sooner
than either one of us expected.

Le Roi starts toward Tommy. Valt sinks down into his chair.

LE RO
You nust be punchy, you cracker
not her fucker!

As Le Roi gets within range, Tommy swi ngs the bat, STRI KI NG
Le Roi in the knees. Le Roi SCREAMS and drops. Tommy
continues to BEAT Le Roi’s knees. Tommy, hol ding the bat,
stands over Le Roi

TOMW stares coldly at Le Roi.

MATCH CUT:
TOMW stares coldly at Le Roi.

LE RO
Keep himaway from ne!
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INT. AAC. PAL - BILL'S OFFI CE

Bill smles broadly. Le Roi cowers in his seat. Tommy HUFFS
di sgust ed and shakes his head as he backs out of the office.

Le Roi, nervously cowers fromthe office. As he does, he
shakes an angry finger at Bill.

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM

Le Roi quickly makes his way to the stairway. He is net at
the top of the stair by Bruce and Habeb. Bruce and Habeb
stare at himstrangely.

HABEB
What is wong?

LE RO
You're right. This place is no good
for him Bad atnosphere. W' || get
himhis owm gym

Bruce | ooks around the gym confused as Le Roi rushes passed
hi m and down the stairs. Habeb slaps Bruce on the back.

HABEB
You heard M. Le Roi. Go clear your
| ocker out.

Bruce shrugs and heads to the | ocker room

INT. A.C. PAL - LOCKER ROOM

Tommy | aces his shoes as Bruce enters and unl ocks his | ocker.
Bruce takes his equi pnent out and stuffs it into his bag.

TOVMY
It's wong what you did to Carnen.
Your probl emwas your nanagenent,
not your training.

Bruce stops packing a second, |ooks around, then at Tomy.

BRUCE
Who the fuck are you to tell ne
what ny problemis? Wat the fuck
you care, anyway? That old man
didn’t give 2 fucks about you.

Tommy finishes lacing his shoes and SLAMS his | ocker shut.
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TOMW
But he did for you

Tommy wal ks out of the | ocker room

INT. A.C. PAL - MAIN GYM

Habeb stands close to the | ocker room door. Tonmy cones out
and wal ks close to him As Tommy passes, he quickly lifts his
armup to finger conb his hair. Habeb thinks the hand is
coming at himand fearfully junps back. Tomrmy sm | es.

TOMW
How you doi ng there, Aukned?

Habeb | eans into the | ocker room

HABEB
Bruce, cone, we nust | eavel

Tomrmy grabs a junp rope as Habeb and Bruce | eave the Gym The
other fighters, not too happy, watch as Bruce | eaves.

BRUCE

(quietly)
Fuck yous’ all.

TOMW AND BRUCE

The followi ng scene intercuts between Tommy and Bruce in
their respective dressing roons before their fights at
di fferent venues. The Intercutting is followed by a nontage.

I NT. LAS VEGAS VENUE - TOVMY' S DRESSI NG ROOM

is top class. Bill and Wlt sit, watching Tomry, dressed in
robe and trunks, taping his hands.

TOVMWY
Who do we have next?

Bl LL
Frazier. He's ranked 13 by the |BF.
And we’ ve got a top 10 every nonth
after.

The GLOVE MAN OPENS THE DOOR and hands Walt the gloves. Walt
nods to the man and the man | eaves. Walt puts the gl oves on
and POUNDS theminto his hands.



VWALT
How ' bout we worry about this one
first?

Tommy bites the tape to break it off then nods agreeably.

I NT. A . C CASINO - BRUCE S DRESSI NG ROOM

A masseur massages Bruce. The DOOR OPENS. Le Roi

LE RO

How are you feeling, Chanp?
HABEB

He's fine, M. Le Roi
BRUCE

I"ve never heard of this guy |I'm

fighting.

I NT. LAS VEGAS - TOMMY' S DRESSI NG ROOM

TOMWY
He' s suppose to be tough, huh.

Tommy stands and throws a few punches in the air.

BI LL
You seen his tapes.

TOMW
Yeah, he chugs his jab.

Walt rolls back and throws a right in the air.
WALT
#4.
I NT. A C CASINO - BRUCE S DRESSI NG ROOM

BRUCE
Do we know anyt hi ng about hin®

Habeb | ooks to Le Roi. Le Roi waves the question off.

LE RO
Just know you're on your way to a
world title.
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and Habeb
enter. CROAD NO SES are heard until the DOOR SHUTS.
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I NT. LAS VEGAS VENUE - RI NG

Tommy is in the ring with Frazier, a class fighter. They nove
around the ring, exchanging evenly. Frazier throws a couple
jabs. The jabs drop after he throws them Bill is seen
getting Tommy’ s attention and denonstrating the #4.

VWALT
There it is!

Frazier throws a jab. Tommy rolls back and counters with a
ri ght hand, dropping Frazier. The CROAND GOES WLD
INT. A.C. CASINO - RING

Bruce is in the ring with BERT VEI STRUM a fl abby
m ddl eweight with little talent. The crowd is quiet.

Bert throws a wildly, sloppy overhand right that falls way

short. The CROAD LAUGHS. Bruce counters with a lightning 4
punch conbi nati on knocki ng Bert out.

INT. A.C. CASINO - HALL TO BRUCE' S DRESSI NG ROOM
The door to the hallway opens revealing the LAUGH NG CROND
Bruce enters the hallway being escorted by Le Roi and Habeb

who are smling broadly. Bruce is not pleased.

BRUCE
VWhat the hell was that?

LE RO
Your first step to a title.

Bruce | ooks at Le Roi out of the corner of his eye.

BRUCE
Who do | have next?
HABEB
(shruggi ng)
We' Il get soneone.

MONTAGE - SPLIT SCREEN

The nontage i s SUPERI MPOSED over the 'R NG MAGAZI NE FI GHTER
RATI NGS' showi ng both Bruce and Tonmmy rising in the ratings.
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The nontage is a condensation of a series of fights of Bruce
and Tommy agai nst vari ous opponents and other activities
outside the ring. The fights take place at many different
venues. Cccasionally, A and Dave are heard and seen
conmmenting on the fights.

-Bruce fights another bum The crowd is bored.

-Tomry trades punches with a contender.

AL
Nei t her man has taken a backward
step, Dave.

DAVE

They coul d have fought this one in
a phone boot h.

-Bruce does the Ali shuffle in front of his opponent.

-Tomry gets beaten against the ropes. After Tommy takes a
dozen punches, he spins his opponent into the ropes and
pounds the body until his opponent crunbl es.

-Dave interviews Bruce with Habeb and Le Roi standing by.

DAVE
Thank you, Bruce. Now if | could
have a word wi th your manager.

Le Roi, with a broad smle, steps up to the m crophone.

LE RO
David, did ya see the nellifluous
ef fectiveness with which Bruce
destroyed hi s opponent?

Dave gives Le Roi a strange | ook.

DAVE
It is quite obvious that Bruce's,
(clears throat)
opponents are carefully chosen. Do
you. .

LE RO
Wel |, David, years ago soneone
hepped nme. | figured if | could
find soneone to hep, it would be
i ke repaying that man that hepped
me. That’s what |’ m doing for
Bruce. Don’t you wi sh you had
someone to hep, David?
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DAVE
| can start by telling you there's
an ‘L’ in that word.

Habeb and Bruce scow at Dave.

-Le Roi escorts Bruce and Habeb to a party. Le Roi waves a
call girl over for Bruce. She cuddles up to Bruce. Behind
Bruce's back, Le Roi hands the girl a packet of cocai ne.

-Lauren swi ngs her apartnent door open and grabs one of
Tommy' s bags. Tommy has his duffel bag over his shoul der.
They enter. Tommy tosses his bag down and plops onto the
floor. Lauren walks to the fridge and opens the freezer.
Inside are a dozen | arge paper cups filled with ice. She
peel s sone of the paper down as she wal ks to Tomy. She hands
the cup to Tommy. He lifts his shirt and places the cup on
his bruised rib.

-Bruce trains at a very l|avish gym Habeb watches himhit the
heavy bag. Bruce's technic is snooth and fl uid.

HABEB
Very good, Bruce, very good.

BRUCE
Who do | have next? Shouldn't | be
fighting some contenders?

Habeb notions for Bruce to continue to hit the bag.
HABEB
M. Le Roi is taking care of that
as we speak.

-At Le Roi's office a man accepts an envel ope from Le Roi

LE RO
W have an under st andi ng?

The man opens the envel ope and | ook inside. He smles.

MANAGER
Oh yeah, M. Le Roi.
-Tormy at the PAL training. Bill is in the office on the
phone tal king MOS. Carnen hurries up the stairs and into the
office. Bill listens to him M3 for a nonent, then hangs up

t he phone. Bill wal ks out of the office to Tomy. Carnen
follows. Tomry stops hitting the bag as Bill approaches.
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TOMW
What ' s up?

Bl LL
Ri chardson's opponent overdosed.
He’'s #3 and ours if we want him
Carnen set it up

-Tormy in the ring with Richardson. They're trading and the
CROND IS WLD. Bill, Walt, and Carnen are in his corner.

- AL AND DAVE
ANNOUNCE the fight as it continues in the b.g.

AL
My God, Johnny Val ko has not made
this an easy tour for hinself.

DAVE
| believe he's fighting hinself
into a title shot.

AL
Oh yeah, that's right. That's how
they used to do it.

DAVE
Nost al gi a's a wonderful thing.

Ri chardson drops unconsci ous.
-Bruce in the ring with Pryor. They are both noving snoothly.

Pryor, in control, has Bruce up against the ropes. The fina
BELL RINGS. The fighters hug. Al and Dave are announci ng.

AL(O S.)
Vel |, Dave, Johnson finally gets in
with another contender. | think it

was | ong overdue.

DAVE(Q. S.)
Overdue and desperately needed to
prove himworthy of a title shot.

-AL AND DAVE

Announci ng the fight.
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AL
Wrthy or not, he's already signed.
That title was vacated and is up
for grabs. But personally, Dave, |
think Bruce’'s effort tonight was
too little too | ate.

DAVE
If the decision doesn't go his way,
Le Roi will have to ..

RI NG ANNOUNCER( O S.)
And the winner, in the red corner,
Bruce Johnson

I NSI DE RI NG

Bruce and Pryor in the ring. The ref holds up Bruce’s hand in
victory. The CROAD BQOOCS.

DAVE(Q. S.)
Managenent is a wonderful thing,

AL(O. S.)
So are eyegl asses. Apparently the
judges left theirs at hone tonight.

-Tomry is in the ring with Pryor going toe to toe, banging.
Tommy drives Pryor back to the ropes and attacks. The ref
steps in and stops the fight.

END MONTAGE

I NT. LAS VEGAS VENUE - TOVMMY’ S DRESSI NG ROOM - AFTER FI GAT

Walt sits on a chair in the corner with his eyes cl osed.
Carnmen and Bill pace, angrily.

Tommy cuts the waps off. A doctor stands by, waiting to
check the hand.

TOMW
The hand's fine.

The doctor grabs the swollen hand, squeezes, and checks it.
The doc makes an unpl easant face.

DOC
I think this thing is broken. You
better get an x-ray.
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Tommy yanks the hand away and shoves it into a bucket of ice.
The doc shrugs and | eaves. Wien the DOOR CLOSES, Carmen
poi nts at Tonmy.

CARVEN
He shoul d be fighting for the
title, not Bruce!

Bl LL
Le Roi's got everything tied up.

Tommy pulls the hand out, nakes a fist a couple of tines,
shrugs, and sticks it back in the bucket of ice.

CARMEN
Hs last 6 fights he beat 6
contenders. What's that tell you?

WALT
Sane thing it tells everyone el se.
He's the best. He doesn’t need a
belt to prove that.

Bill thinks for a nonment, then nods understandably. Carnen is
still visibly upset. Tormy smles and | eans back.

INT. A.C. LAUREN S APARTMENT - N GHT

The fire roars. Lauren lies in front of it while Tonmmy gives
her a massage with one hand. Lauren turns slightly to him

LAUREN
This is backwards. | should be
gi ving you the nmassage.

Tommy SMACKS her on the butt with his bad hand and wi nces.

LAUREN
How s your hand?

TOVMY
(hopeful ly)
| don't think it's broke.
Lauren rolls over and gently grabs his hand.

LAUREN
You should | et soneone | ook at it.

TOMWY
One of those quack doctors?
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Lauren scow s and squeezes his hand. Tommy w nces and pulls
t he hand away.

TOMW
Present conpany excl uded.

LAUREN
This mean you're taking sone tine
off fromfighting?

Lauren takes the hand back, kisses it, and plays with it with
her tongue.

TOMW
Thi s happened 3 fights ago.

Lauren | ooks at himlike he's a nut.

LAUREN
You're a lunatic.

TOMW
You a psychiatrist now?

Lauren sucks on a couple fingers for a bit. She licks them
wi th her tongue as she renoves them

LAUREN
CNo, but | do know what you need. A
little noist heat.

Lauren takes the hand and slides it down her body into her
crotch.

INT. LE RO’S OFFICE - N GHT

Ri ng Magazi ne on Le Roi's desk opened to the top 10
contender's page. Le Roi lights his cigar. Bruce, Rocco, and
Habeb sit opposite him Their faces are full of concern.

HABEB
What do we do. They'll cancel the
fight if we don’t find a
repl acement .

BRUCE
What's the matter with that Hol mes?
Can’'t he get a woman wi thout raping
the bitch?

Habeb slides the "RI NG MAGAZI NE' toward hinsel f.
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INT. LE RO’'S OFFICE - TOP TEN LI ST

shows the top 10 m ddl ewei ght contenders. Johnny Val ko is #2.
Bruce is #1.

HABEB( Q. S.)
No one here wishes to fight for the
world s title?

LE RO (O S.)
Not on 3 days notice. They're
afraid of losing their rating.

INT. LE RO’'S OFFI CE

Rocco | ooks at the ratings. Bruce funmes. Le Roi angrily chews
on his cigar. Rocco points at the list.

ROCCO
Way not Val ko. | understand he
never turns down a fight
(pause)
On any noti ce.

Habeb and Bruce | ook worried and sit up.

BRUCE
That's because he's al ways
training. Besides, he just fought
Pryor last Saturday. | really
don't...

The | NTERCOM BUZZES. Le Roi | eans forward and hits a button

LE RO
Yes?

SECRETARY(V. O.)
Doct or Cunni ngham |ine 2.

Le Roi hits a button on the phone and picks up and tal ks MOS.
Bruce | eans to Habeb and whi spers.

BRUCE
He's a dirty fighter. 1'd rather
get sonmeone nore conventi onal

ROCCO
This is for the world title.
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Le Roi hangs up the phone. He sits back, puffs on his cigar,
smles, and CLEARS H S THROAT. Al look to him

LE RO
We' Il get Val ko.

Rocco smles. Bruce |ooks worried. Le Roi points at the
phone.

LE RO
That was the ring doctor fromhis
| ast fight. He virtually guaranteed
me his hand was broke.

They all smle.

I NTERCUTTI NG

The followi ng scene intercut from Tomry and his people to
Bruce and his to Al and Dave at their announcing table.

I NT. FIGHT VENUE - TOVMY' S DRESSI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Walt, Carnen, and Bill watch Tormmy wap his hands. Tonmy
flinches in pain as he pulls the tape across the back of his
hand as tight as he can.

Carnmen pulls a syringe out of his little bag.

CARVEN
How ' bout a shot of Novocai ne.

Tormy scowl s at Carnen. Carnen shrugs. The DOOR OPENS and
Carnmen quickly puts the syringe away. The gl ove nman enters.

GLOVE MAN
You have to sign for these.

Walt signs and takes the gloves. The gl ove man | eaves.

CARVEN
I'"l'l take those.

Carnen takes the gloves and starts to rub themon the wall.

WALT
What ' re you doi ng?

CARMEN
Roughi ng them up. They'll cut his
face easier.
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Walt takes the gloves from Carnen.

VWALT
He's fighting a has-been that never
was. He doesn’t need that.

I NT. FIGHT VENUE - BRUCE' S DRESSI NG ROOM

Rocco sits back watching Bruce get a nmassage. Habeb paces
nervously. The DOOR OPENS. Le Roi enters.

LE RO
How are you feeling?

BRUCE
Alittle nervous, but OK

Le Roi takes a small bottle fromhis pocket, opens it, and
shakes a tablet fromit. Le Roi hands the tablet to Bruce.

LE RO
Take this. It'Il help your nerves.

Bruce tosses the tablet into his mouth and washes it down.

BRUCE
VWat is it?

LE RO
Alittle pick nme up.

Bruce bolts up. The masseur junps back.

BRUCE
VWhat about the urine test?!

Rocco hol ds up a specinen bottle.

ROCCO
Taken care of.

I NT. FIGHT VENUE - ANNCUNCER S TABLE AT RI NGSI DE

Al and Dave do the prefight hype. The crowd MUMBLES AND | S
RESTLESS. Lauren is right behind the table.

AL
Well, Dave, it took a series of
m shaps, but it |ooks like we've
got ourselves a fight.
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DAVE
A real fight. A fight that
epitom zes the best of boxing vs.
what threatens to be the downfal
of boxi ng.

AL
That's right. A man of conviction,
Johnny Val ko, 8 years ago gave up
his dreamto be chanpi on when he
refused to play the ganes that are
now common in the world of boxing.

CROND GETS LOUDER Al and Dave turn to the back of the room
and see Tommy and his handl ers making their way toward the
ring.

Monments | ater Bruce and his handl ers approach.

Both fighters enter the ring on opposite sides. They dance
around the ring to | oosen up.

I NT. FIGHT VENUE - RI NG

The ref checks on the fighters for groin protection and
gl oves. RI NG ANNOUNCER, M CHAEL BUFFER enters the ring. He
points at the tine keeper who DI NGS THE BELL TW CE

BUFFER
Ladi es and gentl enen, we present
for you 12 rounds of boxing in the
m ddl ewei ght di vision for the
vacant IBF world title. Now,
wi t hout further delay, “LET' S GET
READY TO RUMBLE!”

The CROAD GOES WLD. Tommy shivers then | ooks down at his
arms.

TOMW
God, | get goose bunps when he says
t hat .

Carnmen | ooks at Tommy out of the corner of his eye, shakes
his head then | ooks up in a praying manner.

BUFFER
Introducing first, fighting out of
t he blue corner, wearing the bl ack,
wei ghing in at 159 pounds, the #2
m ddl ewei ght in the world,
Johnny Val ko.
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The CROAD ROARS.

BUFFER
And in the red corner, wearing red,
green, and bl ack, weighing in at an
even 160 pounds. He is ranked #1 in
the world by the IBF, Bruce
Johnson.

The CROAD ROARS.

I NT. FIGHT VENUE - RI NG S| DE

Al and Dave from behind. The ref calls the fighters to the
center and gives instructions MOS.

AL
Wel |, Dave, the noment of truth
appr oaches.

The fighters go back to their corners.

I NT. FIGHT VENUE - TOVMY’ S CORNER

Tommy stands in his corner. Walt slides his nouthpiece in and
sl aps Tonmmy on the back.

VWALT
Do what you do best.

SERI ES OF SHOTS
The foll owi ng scene shows segnents of the rounds.

BELL RINGS. The ref notions for the fighters to fight. Habeb
| eans on the ropes as Bruce noves to the center of the ring.

HABEB
Move to your left! That right hand
i s broke!

Tommy stops in his tracks. A strange ook is on his face as
he | ooks over to Habeb. Tommy backs up, dances, and fires
| eft jabs at Bruce. Bruce bl ocks them

Bruce fires conbinations. Tommy uses his right hand for
defense only as the BELL RI NGS.
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TOMWY’ S CORNER

Tomrmy calmy stands. Carnen junps through the ropes. Walt
hol ds the ice bag on Tommy's back. Bill is on the ring apron.

CARMEN
(frantic)
What're you waiting on the right
hand for? You said it wasn't hurt!

TOVMY
They think it's broke.

Bill I|eans inside the ropes.

BI LL
K. Hold off on it another couple
rounds. Lull theminto a fal se
sense of security.

Walt squirts a blast of water into Tonmy's nouth.

VWALT
I love this kind of stuff!

The BELL RINGS and Walt pushes Tommy back out into the ring.

SPFX

The next couple rounds are SUPERI MPOSED over the ring card
girls carrying the ROUND 2,3, and 4 CARDS. The rounds are
filled with action of Tommy throwi ng a barrage of left jabs
and hooks. Bruce fights back beautifully, always noving to
his left. Bruce wins the rounds.

AL(O S.)
Dave, Val ko is not throwing his
right hand. Could it be hurt?

DAVE(Q. S.)
| don't see how. | don't think he's
thrown it yet.
The BELL RINGS. Bruce raises his hands as he wal ks back to
hi s corner.

I NT. FIGHT VENUE - BRUCE S CORNER

Is relaxed as Bruce sits on his stool. Habeb clinbs through
the ropes. 2 Muslins are on the ring apron.
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HABEB
Beautiful. Keep noving to your
left. You re naturally rolling with
hi s hook.

I NT. FIGHT VENUE - MONI TOR
in front of Al showi ng Tommy standing in his corner.

AL
Johnny "V did take this fight on 3
days noti ce.

DAVE
But there's no question he's in
shape. He discarded Pryor in a cold
bl ooded fashion just |ast week.

AL
I think there in lies the problem
Johnny took out Pryor wth vicious
right hands. That may explain its
| ack of use agai nst Johnson
t oni ght .

I NT. FIGHT VENUE - RI NG

BELL RINGS. Valt slaps Tommy on the back shoving himout.
Carnmen clinbs out of the ropes and turns to Tonmy.

CARMEN
He's ready. We'll let you know
when.

Tommy dances out toward Bruce. Bruce noves to his own |eft
and throws a right hand catching Tomy on the chin.

Tommy smiles and nods to Bruce. Bruce | ooks angry and throws
a vicious right hand. Tomry weaves it. Bruce falls into him
Tommy bulls Bruce back into the ropes and drives a series of
| eft hooks to the body. Bruce fights back.

AL(O S.)
They stand and trade nuch to the
delight of this crowd.

The ref steps in to break the fighters.
DAVE(Q. S.)

It appears the fight plans have
gone right out the w ndow.



The ti mekeeper
war ni ng. Bruce approaches,

Bill

Tomrmy throws a right hand to Bruce's face,

into the ropes. Tomry charges and Bruce clinches.

BELL RINGS and Bruce staggers back to his corner.

and Carnmen are POUNDI NG on the apron

Bl LL AND CARMEN
Now! Nowl

AL(O S.)
O have they!? This may have been a
new version of the rope-a-dope.

smles and wi nks to Dave.

AL AND DAVE

DAVE
I think you're right, Al. My God,
t hought he was slick 8 years ago,
but that was sweet!

AL
Let's go into Johnson's corner and
check out the panic.

I NT. FIGHT VENUE - MONI TOR

POUNDS the ring apron for the 10 second
noving to Tommy's right.

Tommy

shows Habeb frantically slapping Bruce in the face. One
the Muslins is pouring water on Bruce’s head.

HABEB( V. O.)
Bruce, you nust listen. Ht and
don’t get hit!

AL(O. S.)
Wl |, Dave, there you have it.
Muhamred Habeb has broken the codel

DAVE(Q. S.)
It's obvious now why Bruce traded
Gratzi for this man. A brilliant

managenent nove by Rocco DePar ma

I NT. FIGHT VENUE - RI NG

The BELL RI NGS. Habeb lifts Bruce off his stool.

dazed, shakes his head and dances sloppily away from Tonmy.

Br uce,
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staggering him

of

still
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Bl LL
Take that | oser out.

Tommy triple jabs Bruce back into the ropes. Tonmy foll ows
and shifts to his right. Tomrmy drives a left L-5 to Bruce's
body, doubling himover, and quickly throws a vicious right
hand behind Bruce's ear, driving Bruce to slunp against the
ropes.

DAVE(Q. S.)
It looks |ike Carnen Gratzi may
have finally associ ated hinsel f
with a world chanpi on.

TOMW AND BRUCE mix it up. Tommy throws another right and
drives Bruce to the canvas.

AL(O. S.)
Don't jinx him Dave. This is
boxi ng where things can change at a
nonent’s noti ce.

The ref steps in, points Tormy to a neutral corner, then
starts to COUNT.

Tommy spits out his nouthpiece and chews at the tape on his
gl oves as he wal ks toward his corner.

The ref | ooks back at himand stops counting.

REF
Back in that corner

DAVE( O. S.)
O w thout notice! Johnny is
| eaving the ring.

AL(O S.)
He' || be disqualified!
I NT. FI GHT VENUE - ARENA

The NO SE OF THE CROAD is nuffled as Tommy slowy wal ks out
of the ring and down the steps. Carnen screans at hi m MOS

Tommy wal ks passed the announcer's table and pats Dave on the
shoul der, smling. Lauren stands to neet himand hug him
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I NT. FIGHT VENUE - TOVMY’ S CORNER

Bill and Carnen are dunbfounded. Walt smiles slightly. The
crowd CHANTS “VALKO' . Carnen screans at Tomy.

CARMEN
What the hell are you doi ng?!

Tomy | ooks to Carnen.
TOMW
I"mthe best there is, old man,
that’s all they need to know.

Tommy and Lauren wal k through the crowd. The crowd conti nues
to CHANT and sl ap himon the back.

In the ring Le Roi junps through the ropes and holds Bruce's
hand up as the doctor checks on him

THE END



