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FADE IN:

EXT.  THE TRENCH – NEAR MINSK -DAY

IVAN PROCHSHENKO a tall broad shouldered, handsome young man
in his early twenties, is awoken from his light slumber by
NIKO NASTENKIN, a tall handsome man in his early twenties
while sitting in the freezing support line trench.

NIKO
Prochshenko! Prochshenko! They’re
advancing on us, now! Up, Ivan,
up, they’re advancing on us now,
Wake up, sleeping beauty, it’s                   
time to forget the girl of your
dreams who, though I’m sure she must
have swooned while you serenaded her
with your latest love sonnet, can not
save you from the hell, this one that
Satan runs so well!

IVAN
Nice rhyming Niko... though I wonder
if you only stay close to me
because I’m such a wonder with my
gun.

NIKO
The fastest draw in the east, the
best shot in the east yes, but
also, the friend I love how could you
forget that?! But let’s not get so
deep about these things because we
are about to either die or make our
first kills.

Ivan and Niko rush toward the front line.

IVAN
Fair enough, Niko, fair enough.
I appreciate your simile, by the way.

(whispering)
I’m not going to die, today;
I will get back to my lady;
I’m not going to die, today;
I will see my unborn baby.

The weather is cold and inhumane, but not unusual for these
parts of Europe.



IVAN'S P.O.V. – THE BATTLE-FIELD

Two snow squalls twirl.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. BANQUET HALL – NIGHT (FLASHBACK)

Ivan and his wife NATASHA, a petite beautiful young girl are
dancing at their wedding-party, to Chopin’s ‘Raindrop’
Prelude, whirling together, both dressed in white, to the
awe-rocked audience of friends and relatives smiling
silently in the crowds of the banquet hall.

Niko fervently plays the Prelude on a PIANO trying to steal
the show while the wedding couple dances.  Once getting the
attention he desires, he slows down the pace at which he was
playing.

IVAN (cont'd)
You truly are the best man, Niko
Nastenkin!

CU NIKO - HIS FACE FULL OF COLOR FROM BLUSHING.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT.  TRENCH – DAY (BACK TO PRESENT)

The whirlwinds disappear in the onrush of other snows
driving through the moderate storm amid the dawning outside
Minsk. Muck is made by men’s feet, by horses’ hooves, by
wheels of the war machinery. The barren wasteland of the
battle-scene does not look hospitable to any new growth, and
only hostile to any growth already in existence.

Hundreds of Soldiers are in position with their RIFLES
hanging over the walls of the trenches, looking for the
advancing Germans.

After Ivan and Niko reach the front line, they pull out
their BAYONET RIFLES, which they then swing over the trench-
top, so they can fire upon the enemy.
Inside the trenches are scuttling black RATS.

IVAN (cont'd)
(whispering)

I’m not going to die today.
I’m not going to die today.

(MORE)
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(yells)
IVAN (cont'd)

Are you ready to drip the crimson?!

The last line of defense is a barbed wire fence.

NIKO
As ready and certain as death!
Are you ready for the dead
open eyes?

IVAN
(nodding)

Are you ready for the half a
man’s cries?

Niko nods his head ardently, too.

IVAN
(whispering)

My heart beats: I’ll kill,
I’ll kill, I’ll kill.

A bullet whistles by Niko's face, barely hitting, but
certainly grazing the soldier’s cheek.  Ivan looks deep into
Niko's eyes, as blood begins to drip down his cheek. Niko's
eyes look distressed, as he quivers in the cold wind, the
blood quickly freezing to his face.

IVAN
Niko.  Niko?

NIKO
My feet are on the ground but my head
is in the clouds, or something…
I can’t even…

IVAN
Explain it? Don’t just live it.
Take it easy but take it.
We’re at the end of dancing days.
Take it easy but take it.

Ivan quickly and unexpectedly shoots two German soldiers,
through their faces, in one exquisite motion. The sound of
SIRENS and BELLS alert the Russian soldiers to a gas attack.

IVAN (cont'd)
The standards of our spirits will
always overshadow the standards
of you soldiers!
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Ivan and Niko, both fortunate enough to have gas masks,
witness their fellow soldiers, sans the gas masks, choking,
vomiting, bending over, in agony, scratching and grabbing at
their throats, suffocating in the frost.

RUSSIAN CAPTAIN
Over the top! Over the top!

All but one slender, bespectacled soldier, go over the top
of the trench, blasting onward, against the enemy,
precipitating a massive clash.  The Russian Captain
approaches the bespectacled soldier.

RUSSIAN CAPTAIN
Over the top, I said! Over
the top!  Or I will shoot
you for mutiny!

As the Russian Captain prepares his hand to reach for the
PISTOL in his holster, the bespectacled soldier thrusts
forth with his BAYONET, yet, just as the blade is about to
enter the Russian Captain’s chest, the bespectacled soldier
is blown back by the force of a blast, which kills him
instantly.

RUSSIAN CAPTAIN
You just saved my life!

The Russian Captain smiles in relief. He is then shot
through the cheek by a sniper’s bullet, which exits the top
of his skull, blasting off his HELMET.  The Russian Captain
begins to wriggle in the muck and excrement of the Russian
trench. The Russian Captain SOILS himself as he continues to
wriggle in the muck.

IVAN
No-o-o-o-!

Ivan dives upon the Russian Captain seizing in the muck
throughout massive spasms in his legs.  As the Russian
Captain bleeds out in Ivan’s arms, Ivan lifts his gas mask,
then spits on the corpse of the bespectacled soldier. Now
that the Russian Captain has deceased.

Ivan, after first gracefully setting aside the corpse of his
captain, repeatedly kicks, then finally shoots the corpse of
the bespectacled soldier.

IVAN
Now your mother won’t be able to
mourn you right, nor with
open casket, you focking cretin.

(MORE)
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IVAN (cont'd)

Ivan gives one last kick into what is left of the face of
the mutineer.

As Ivan gets up to fire his RIFLE over the trench, he
realizes the Germans have breached the trench, which the
enemies flood, the gas no longer so thick in the air.

Ivan quickly lowers his RIFLE, running full tilt toward a
German in the trench whose RIFLE is aimed at Ivan and barely
missing him with a GUNSHOT.  Ivan rushes toward the German,
then expertly pierces him through the heart with one precise
thrust of his BAYONET.

Ivan notices another German approaching, and he,
simultaneously, can see through the other corner of his eye,
Niko fighting hand to hand with another German in the
trench.  Niko cries out amid the battle.  Ivan pulls on his
RIFLE, but the BAYONET remains stuck in the German soldier’s
chest-plate.

Niko swings his SHOTGUN BATTLE-AXE, splitting a German
soldier’s helmetless head in half (two axe-heads are welded
to either side of his shotgun’s end, and the butt of his gun
has been thinned out and elongated so it can be swung as one
would swing a bat).

He pulls out the axe-head, as another German approaches, he
under-swings the SHOTGUN BATTLE-AXE, striking a German
soldier underneath the chin, the weapon becoming stuck in
the jaw-bone.  He attempts to remove the axe-blade, but
cannot, so he pulls the TRIGGER. The German is blasted
backwards and beheaded by the shot.

Another German rushes toward Niko. He pumps the SHOTGUN
backwards and shoots, blowing the soldier in half. The
soldier remains conscious, screeching out in sheer torment
at the sight of his own legs twitching.

GERMAN SOLDIER
Kill me! Kill me-e-e-e!
Oh, please kill me!

The Soldier’s eyes glaze over in shock, his lips continue to
mutter something. Another officer approaches the Soldier and
fires twice into his forehead.

BLACK TURKEY VULTURE P.O.V - BATTLEFIELD

Massive clashes of men are fighting in close-quartered
trenches. A young Russian Soldier is stuck in the mud and is
then shot through the mouth by a sniper's bullet.
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RETURN TO SCENE

Ivan kicks at the bayonet-blade stuck in the enemy’s chest
breaking it off, just in time to use the butt of his rifle
to crush an approaching German’s face.

The German is stunned, but after a quick moment recoups and
charges again.  Ivan trips when trying to face the German by
the dead Germans legs. Ivan falls backwards but is braced by
the trench wall.  The German holds his DAGGER high, then
thrusts it down.

Ivan holds his RIFLE up to block the blow, and then swings
his RIFLE, hitting the German in the head. While doing so he
loses his rifle, the German is hurt but still holds the
DAGGER. Ivan grabs his wrists.

IVAN
I’m not going to die today.

Ivan pushes the German’s back up to the trench wall. The
DAGGER is slowly driven toward the German’s throat and he is
petrified, as Ivan’s strength is obviously greater than his
own. Ivan gets closer to the German’s throat then drives the
DAGGER up through the man’s neck and into his mouth.

The German gurgles blood, his body slumping to the ground.
Ivan pulls the DAGGER from the German’s throat and
repeatedly stabs into the German’s face and neck.  The
Germans scramble backward for their lives, in retreat.

IVAN (cont'd)
(yells)

You yellow focking bastards! You
yellow bloody Brutes! You
focking slouching barbarians!
Who miss when they shoot!

Fellow Russians cheer, but not Niko.

NIKO
I’d have imagined I’d be celebrating
right now, with knee jerk cheers,
and a smile from ear to ear.

IVAN
You feel?

NIKO
I feel like I am out of my own body,
floating above it some how?
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IVAN
Are you not ready to drip the
crimson? Come now Niko, you’re being
dramatic… I mean, have I missed
something here? I’m high and free as
lightning, and you’re low and bounded
as cattle…

(beat)
Maybe we’re reacting incompatibly to
our first kills? Our first victory!

(beat)
Come on, wake up! Snap out of it,
Niko!

Ivan places his hand upon Niko’s shoulder and then
wholeheartedly hugs Niko, who only responds halfheartedly.

NIKO
You’re right, Ivan, we’re alive!
We’re Alive!

Niko places his hands upon Ivan’s face, and smiles.

EXT.  A SNOWY TRAIL NEAR MINSK - NIGHT

An OLD RUSSIAN FARMER with a SHOTGUN, and RABBITS over his
shoulders, pushes homeward after a hunt.

OLD RUSSIAN FARMER
What the…

The Old man is tackled by a black blur that leaps upon him
in the night.

EXT.  RUSSIAN TRENCH – DAY

Ivan and Niko sit on WOODEN CRATES with a CHESSBOARD on a
CRATE between them.  Their WEAPONS are leaning against the
trench wall.

NIKO
Ha, ha!  Checkmate my friend.

IVAN
Well done.  We'll see who wins next?

NIKO
Why not?  Nothing else is going on.
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IVAN
Would you rather have bullets flying
over head?  Or better yet, have the
Germans jumping into our trench
again.

NIKO
I don’t know, if it meant we could
get out of here sooner, maybe I
would.

(beat)
What day is it today?

IVAN
Day?

NIKO
How many days have we been in this
trench?

IVAN
8, don’t worry Niko, this is our last
day in here.  4 days in the barracks
coming up.

NIKO
Oh, 4 glorious days out of this shit
hole.

Ivan gestures with his head, for Niko to look behind him.

IVAN
(laughs)

Literally.

A Soldier is with his pants down squatting.

NIKO
Honestly, I don’t think my nose works
anymore.

IVAN
That’s a good thing.

NIKO
If we’re lucky we'll get a day pass. 
My talents are being wasted in here.

(holds hands up)
So many women, so many girls. 
They're just waiting to feel my
touch.
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IVAN
Easy there, Casanova.

NIKO
I know you’re a married man now.
But what she doesn’t know wouldn’t
hurt her.

IVAN
Yes, but what she gets from me could.
I like having no burning sensation
when I piss, or worse having blisters
on my dick.

Niko grabs his groin area.

NIKO
Why do you have to ruin it for me?
It’s bad enough we’re in here.

Niko takes a stale piece of bread out of his pocket.

NIKO
And we have to eat this rock-hard
bread.

Niko bangs the bread against his WOODEN CRATE.

NIKO (CONT'D)
Once a day we get some old ass dried
meat and then you want to take away
my dreams of getting my dick wet!

IVAN
(laughs)

I’m sorry, I’m sorry.

Ivan stands and grabs some SNOW from on top of the trench.

IVAN (cont'd)
Here, some snow will soften it up.

NIKO
Oh, thanks, that makes everything
better.

Ivan sits and takes a piece of DRIED MEAT from his pocket
and starts to eat the MEAT.

IVAN
It’s not so bad.
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BOCH, tall, early 20's and ATREM, average, 19, walk by
carrying a dead SOLDIER.  Ivan looks over at the dead
SOLDIER.

IVAN (cont'd)
Poor bastard, at least we’re playing
chess, he’s going to get buried here.

NIKO
Really assholes?  You have to bury
him that close to us.

BOCH
Yeah, we do, just keep playing your
game over there.

NIKO
What a dick!  Ivan…

Ivan gets up and walks over to the 2 Soldiers.

IVAN
Please guys, would you mind burying
him further down?

BOCH
Alright.

(yells)
For you Prochenko!  Not for that
prick down there.  He thinks he’s 
special because he can play the
piano.

Niko blows Boch a kiss.

BOCH (cont'd)
Come over here, I’ll break those
hands.  Truthfully Ivan, I didn't
take you for a stupid guy. You really
call Niko a friend?

IVAN
What was that?  Stupid?

BOCH
Yeah...?  If you call him a friend.

CU IVAN - ANGER, CRIMSON.

Ivan grabs Boch by his JACKET COLLAR, pulling him within
inches of his face.
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IVAN
Stupid, huh?

Ivan throws Boch against the Trench wall.  Ivan still holds
onto Boch's JACKET.

IVAN (cont'd)
I'll tear that tongue out!

Ivan lifts and runs Boch into the opposite Trench wall,
winding Boch.  Artem grabs Ivan's shoulder.

ARTEM
Easy Ivan, easy.

BOCH
panting( )

What the fuck, Ivan!?

IVAN
You better watch that mouth.

Ivan lets go of Boch's JACKET.

BOCH
panting( )

Shit man, we're in this together.

Artem pulls Boch towards the DEAD SOLDIER.  Boch continues
panting.

ARTEM
Come on Boch, let's get this over
with.

Boch and Artem carry the DEAD SOLDIER further down the
Trench.  Ivan lowers his head and walks back to Niko, and
sits.  Niko wears a big bright smile on his face.

NIKO
Some people right brother?  Screw
him!  We are better then that
asshole.

beat( )
You know, I'm blessed to have you
here with me.

Niko reaches over and grabs Ivan’s hand, Ivan look's
exhausted.

CU RAT - A LARGE RAT RUNS UP NIKO'S LEG.

Niko jumps off the WOOD CRATE.
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NIKO (cont'd)
Ah… You dirty rat!  Come here!

Niko grabs his SHOTGUN BATTLEAXE, knocking over the
CHESSBOARD.  Ivan stands up.  Niko swings wildly, trying to
strike the Rat.

NIKO (cont'd)
Trying to steal my food!  You little
shit. 

CU RAT - THE RAT RUNS AWAY.

Niko continually strikes the trench wall with his SHOTGUN.
Boch and Atrem stop burying the DEAD SOLDIER and watch Niko.

BOCH
They're both crazy.

Niko, exhausted, stops striking the trench wall.

IVAN
It’s going to be alright.

Ivan places his hand on Niko’s shoulders.

NIKO
We have to get out of here!  I
have to get out of here!

IVAN
We will, we will.  The day is almost
done.

Ivan, with one hand on Niko’s shoulder and his other arm
outstretched, tells the others that everything is okay.

EXT.  DIRT PATH ROAD – DAY

2 Russian Soldiers on patrol walk along a dirt road which is
lightly covered with snow that cuts through a tall wooded
forest.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #1
Thank God we got out of those
trenches.  The smell, it turns my
stomach just thinking about it.
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RUSSIAN SOLDIER #2
Don’t remind me, but thanks for
putting a word in for me.  How did
you get us out of there?

(motions with hand
blowjob)

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #1
Very funny asshole, should’ve kept my
mouth shut.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #2
(laughs)

Well obviously not, it got us out of
the trenches.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #1
I should of never mentioned your
name.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #2
Joking, it was just a joke.  God when
did you get so sensitive.

Soldier #2 walks in front of Soldier #1.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #1
It’s been so long since I got any
action.  It makes me irritable.

Soldier #1 pats Soldier #2 on the ass.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #1
Maybe you could help me out with
that?

Soldier #2 jumps forward.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #2
What the hell are you doing?

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #1
(laughs)

Joking, it was just a joke.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #2
(smiles)

You can be a real asshole you know.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #1
I know.
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RUSSIAN SOLDIER #2
Now, that’s turned my stomach.
Wait for me.

Soldier #2 runs into the forest.

(O.S) – BRANCHES BREAKING/LOUD THUD

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #1
(yells)

You done playing with yourself?

Soldier #2 grows impatient and walks into the forest.  He
follows the footprints in the snow of Soldier #2.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #1 (cont'd)
Stop screwing around, we have to get
back.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #1 P.O.V – A DEAD SOLDIER #2

Russian soldier #2 lays on the snow cover earth torn apart.
His face is unrecognizable.

RETURN TO SCENE

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #1 (cont'd)
What the fuck?

Soldier #1 turns to his right and is taken down by a BLACK
BLUR.

EXT.  THE BARRACKS - DAY

IVAN
8 days in.  Only 4 days out but I’ll
take it.

Niko sits upon a log suspended in air that the soldier’s use
as an outdoor washroom.  His bare buttocks hangs over the
log.

NIKO
Yes sir, 4 glorious days!

IVAN
I haven’t scrubbed so hard in my
life.  It took forever to get all
that filth off me.
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NIKO
I’ll have to clean up later.

IVAN
(laughs)

You’ll have to clean off that dirty
ass.

NIKO
Just give me a minute Ivan, almost
there.

2 Soldier’s walk by as Niko sits upon the log, clearly
making motions of masturbating.

NIKO (cont'd)
Yes! it’s been way to long since I
touched a girls breast.

Niko JUMPS off the LOG and pulls his pants up.

NIKO (cont'd)
You know Ivan you have to clean out
the pipes once and a while.  It isn’t
cheating if it’s your hand.

IVAN
I’m sure the day might come, when
I’ll have to, maybe just not for
everyone to see.

Ivan smiles at the prospect of spending some down time with
his best friend Niko.

NIKO
I’m going to spend some time
composing a new piece.

IVAN
On what will you compose?

NIKO
Th-th–there’s a tent, beside the
barracks, with a piano.

Ivan notices the peculiarity of Niko stuttering, but does
not address the stutter.

IVAN
Why don’t you play me a piece?
Would you honor me with a listen?
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NIKO
Of course, my good man.

INT. BARRACKS/TENT - DAY

The two soldiers enter the tent.  Niko sits down at the
piano.

NIKO
Here is a linear piece, my only
linear piece Dreams in A Minor.
Next time I’ll play you One of the
cyclical ones.

(beat)
So, Dreams in A Minor.

Niko begins to play the PIANO. Ivan pulls upon a CIGARETTE
and quietly sits upon a CRATE. He becomes so emotional that
he stands and starts swaying to the music.  He claps
fiercely for Niko after the piece is completed.  Niko bows,
half-smiling, half-frowning.

IVAN
That is what I would call a bona
fide genius! A son of a blacksmith
wrote that!
Not Stravinsky Or Mozart Or
Liszt.  You have a great
gift, yet are you feeling
all there and with it, my man?
It seems you are only half
here.  Now listen you can
tell me anything, 'cause I’ve
heard just about it all, while
keeping my left hand on the
pulse of this world-wide wound
we call earth, and keeping my
right hand’s hold on my fountain-pen.

NIKO
Easy there poetry boy.  I’m fine, but
thanks for asking. You know Ivan I
appreciate that you care.
I have been wishing that
I could of killed more German dogs.

(beat)
You’re a class act, you’ve always
had by back.  Always looking out for
me.  Wasn’t it just over a year ago
you almost took a bullet for me?
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DISSOLVE TO:

INT.  RUSSIAN CAFÉ – DAY  (FLASHBACK)

Sunlight shines through a front window, and on tables
candles burn.  Niko sits on a bar STOOL with his back to the
entrance.  The Cafe has 4 men and 2 women sitting at TABLES.

IVAN
Niko!

NIKO
Ivan!

Niko has turned around on his bar STOOL. He wears a bright
smile and has glazed drunken eyes.

NIKO
Where have you been, you’re late.
And I’ve had to drink for the both
of us.  Bartender, two more!

(beat)
Please.

The bartender, half-smiling, shakes his head at Niko and
starts to pour 2 drinks.

IVAN
I’m sorry, the world is a great
wonder and I couldn’t put my
pen down.

Ivan looks over at a girl mopping the floor.  NATASHA is a
young, petite, beautiful girl.  Ivan smiles at her, and
Natasha smiles back.  Niko gives Natasha a lustful look and
then licks his lips.  Natasha looks away.

IVAN
But I am here now, so lets have
a toast to you brother, a man who
always keeps his word.

(beat)
And who knows how to tell time.

NIKO
Shut up and drink!

Ivan and Niko clash GLASSES, then down their drinks.

NIKO
All will be forgiven if
you write me into some of your
poems.

(MORE)
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(beat)
NIKO (cont'd)

Because you are a great poet and
everyone will read your work, my
name will live on.

(beat)
And it will help me get laid.

IVAN
Well Niko you are too kind.  Of
course I’ll put you in a poem.  But I
don’t know if it will help you get
laid with a face like that.

(laughs)
Barman, two more! For me and my good
friend.

Ivan puts his arm around Niko and embraces him.

NIKO
Very funny, you know very well how
good I do with the ladies.

3 Men barge into the café, with a Woman trailing behind.
A larger set man calls out.  The 2 other men wear stern
faces whilst the Woman’s face is emotionless.

HUSBAND
Niko Nastenkin!  Where are you?
Show your face! It’s time to answer
for your sins!

Ivan and Niko turn around in their stools to see the crazed
man.

NIKO
I’m right here, fat boy!

Niko stands and stumbles forth, drunkenly.

NIKO
What do you want?

The Husband rushes towards Niko and jabs him in the face. 
Niko swings a hay-maker punch and connects, both men fall to
the ground.  Ivan grabs Niko and one of the Husbands' men
grab him.  Niko and the Husband are separated.

BARTENDER
No trouble in here, do your business
outside.
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IVAN
What is the meaning of this? Do you
know one another?

HUSBAND
No!  But he knows my wife, and for
that he must die!  I must have my
honor restored.

NIKO
Oh, I remember you.

The Wife smiles.

CU HUSBAND - FLASH OF ANGER GOES ACROSS HIS FACE.

The Husband tries to rush Niko again but is held back.

HUSBAND
You must duel me!

NIKO
Duel you?  I thought I already did
your wife.  She wasn’t even a good
lay. Too much instruction.

CU WIFE - FROWNS.

IVAN
Niko!  I’m sorry he’s drunk.

HUSBAND
I don’t care outside now!

NIKO
(interrupting)

Now her tongue, that’s a different
story.

CU WIFE - SMILES.

IVAN
Niko!  You're in no condition for a
duel.

whispers( )
Niko, really? A married woman?

NIKO
(slurring)

She didn’t wear any ring on her
finger that I could remember.

(MORE)
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(laughs)
NIKO (cont'd)

My fingers do not only work wonders
on piano keys, I’m fine.

Ivan turns to see if Natasha is listening, and begins to
speak louder.

IVAN
If you must duel, it will be me. 
Niko is my brother, so if I were to
die for his actions his guilt would
be even worse than his own death.

NIKO
(slurring)

No, Ivan I... I can do this.

HUSBAND
My honor must be met, if you want
to pay for his debt, then so be it.
Your death is upon you.  You must be
a little slow to die for this coward!
Only an idiot would risk his life.

NIKO
See you soon chubby.

IVAN
What was that you said?

HUSBAND
smiles( )

You are a little slow, or your 
hearing is off.  I said you're an
idiot!

CU IVAN - FLASH OF ANGER.

Ivan grabs his GLASS off the BAR and lunges toward the
Husband.  He smashes his GLASS over his head, the Husband
stumbles and falls on a TABLE.  Both of the Husbands' Men
rush Ivan.  Ivan turns, his fist connects to one Mans face
dropping him.  The Wife takes shelter in the corner of the
room.

Niko leaps off his STOOL, taking hold of the other Mans
legs, slowing down his forward momentum.

NIKO
I got this one!

Niko is being dragged along the floor.  The Man grabs a
STOOL and swings it at Ivan. 
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Ivan dodges and kicks upward connecting with the Mans groin,
he grabs his stomach.  Niko, kneeling, throws an upper cut
through the Mans legs. He vomits and keels over.

IVAN
yells( )

Who's the idiot now!

The Husband rises from the floor and reaches into his JACKET
to produce a PISTOL.  He takes aim at Ivan.  Ivan lunges
forward pushing the Husbands arms toward the ceiling.  The
SOUND of a GUN SHOT rings.  Ivan trips the Husband, Ivan
stumbles and falls on top, still holding onto the Husbands
hands, he begins to smash the PISTOL against the Husbands
face.

IVAN (cont'd)
yells( )

A little slow!

The Husband is knocked unconscious. A PISTOL is placed
against Ivan's temple.

BARTENDER
That's enough, both of you...out!

Ivan stands with his hands up.

IVAN
Sorry about that.

BARTENDER
Get out!

Ivan smiles toward Natasha, who smiles back.

NIKO
yells( )

You know he's single huh?

Natasha shakes her head and continues to smile.  Ivan and
Niko rush toward the exit. Ivan turns to smile once more at
Natasha as they leave.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT.  BARRACKS – DAY  (BACK TO PRESENT)

Soldiers in the barrack are gossiping, smoking, gambling,
some are exercising…
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CU SOLDIER - SHELL SHOCK
The Soldier portrays a thousand-mile stare frozen with a
menacing petrifying smile, and a terrifying LAUGH.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #3
Bring him Vodka.

Ivan frowns in sadness, then muses.  Niko’s eyes are glazed,
for the moment. SOLDIER #5 enters with a BOTTLE of vodka,
with SOLDIER #4 holding the shell-shocked Soldier down.
Soldier #3 then force-feeds the BOTTLE of vodka, pushing the
BOTTLE through the Soldier’s lips carefully, so as not to
break the Soldier’s front teeth.

IVAN
(whispers)

O Lord, O Stranger, where
were you when these… Men's
minds went missing?

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #3
You know, I have been hearing
many stories, accounts really
from other troops who now

(beat)
get this claim that some of us
soldiers have been mysteriously
going missing and that there is
a fear that the men have been killed
by wolves.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #4
Ha! Ha! Stories! Stories!
Are the Germans not enough
of a threat!?

EXT. OUTSIDE A SNOWY FOREST — DAY

Wolves are gorging on their own as snow squalls surround
them.

SUDDENLY -

A massive BLACK WOLF with a petrifying grin, emits a
terrifying yet soulful HOWL. He is nearly double the size of
any other wolf.  He then collides into the mass of gray and
white wolves who are eating their own.  He expresses to his
fellow wolves: WE DO NOT EAT OUR OWN.

All the blood-spattered wolves back away from the wolf
carcasses and away from the BLACK WOLF, all except for one.
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THE GREY-BLUE WOLF who is large, yet one whose hunger makes
him braver than he should be.  THE GREY-BLUE WOLF GROWLS and
rushes toward the BLACK WOLF, with one bat of its front leg
the black wolf puts his challenger down.

He thrusts his jaws into the challenger’s throat, crushing
it easily.  At least sixty wolves howl to their new Alpha. 
The BLACK WOLF HOWLS back.

EXT. FOREST – NIGHT

Russian soldiers hear HOWLS in the distance, while sitting
around a BONFIRE.  A soldier walks away from the fire to
relieve himself.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #5
(mockingly)

Howl…

Once he finishes, he sees a myriad of eyes staring from the
forest.

SUDDENLY –

He sees The Black Wolf sprinting toward him. He becomes
frozen with panic and terror and is jumped upon by the Black
Wolf, who feasts upon his prey.  Sixty wolves run by and
attack the remaining Soldiers who are sitting by the
BONFIRE.

INT. THE BARRACKS - DAY

IVAN’S P.O.V – BOOK OF HOURS – BY RAINER MARIA RILKE

RETURN TO SCENE

Ivan picks up the BOOK off the TABLE and sits in a CHAIR
putting a piece of paper between it's pages and starts to
write.

IVAN (V.O.)
My beloved Natasha how I long to feel
your touch, to feel the warmth of
your skin while we embrace.  To look
upon your radiant beauty.  Instead
though I'm trapped in this man made
hell.
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CU IVAN'S HAND - FEVERISHLY WRITING, INTENSE PRESSURE WITH
HIS PEN.

IVAN (V.O.) (cont'd)
Where untold horrors occur, where all
I see is death, wondering will this
be the day I die, never to hold you
again never to see my unborn child.

Ivan furious, crumbles up the paper and throws it, Ivan
stands knocking over his CHAIR and kicks the TABLE.

IVAN
whispers( )

I can't send her that.

He awkwardly reaches for a BOTTLE of Vodka which is nearly
emptied.  Ivan downs the rest of the vodka in one gulp.
An approaching Russian Captain notices the GERMAN BOOK.

RUSSIAN CAPTAIN #2
Can you speak German?

IVAN
Yes.

RUSSIAN CAPTAIN #2
Fluently?

IVAN
Well… I guess?

RUSSIAN CAPTAIN #2
Tonight, you are to go To Barrack 1,
at 17 hundred. For a meeting with the
colonel.

IVAN
Yes Sir!

Niko walks over to Ivan.

NIKO
What was that all about, Ivan?

IVAN
I have go to Barrack 1, at 17
hundred, tonight. He didn’t say what
for or why though?
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NIKO
Maybe these rumors about the wolves
are true.

IVAN
Really? You think.

NIKO
I've heard many are missing, and even
some say they've seen these wolves
carnage.

IVAN
We know wolves will attack, but this
boldly, seems unnatural, no?

NIKO
Ivan, everything around here is
unnatural, we're digging tunnel's in
the earth trying to kill some fools
from God knows where.

IVAN
True, this surrounding area is a
disaster.  I guess will find out soon
enough.

EXT. BESIDE A SNOWY FOREST - DAY

THE BLACK WOLF and his disciples, looking healthier and
stronger are HOWLING.  They have detected the scent of
another pack of wolves in the distance.  The Black Wolf and
his disciples sprint towards this new pack of wolves, who
stand silently awaiting.

This new pack of wolves is double in number.  The opposing
wolves GROWL gnashing their teeth with battle-ready eyes as
a large GREY AND WHITE WOLF approaches the opposing standard
of wolves.

A stare down begins between both sets of wolves.  Their eyes
are equally frightening, menacing and hungry, with their
fangs flashing like daggers in the sunlight.  Each pack
tries to encircle the other. The Black Wolf with his HOWLS
expresses: “time for a one on one battle”.

The Black Wolf charges the Grey-White Wolf who is fast and
veers to one side. The Grey-White Wolf then swats the Black
Wolf in the face drawing some BLOOD. 
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The Black Wolf lunges again but this time dodges to the side
and swats at the Grey-White Wolf’s back legs bringing the
animal down to the ground.  The Black Wolf is able to pounce
on the Grey and White Wolf, but doesn’t and let's the wolf
rise. 

The Grey and White Wolf BARKS angrily then attacks. They
fight straight on.  The Grey and White Wolf swats at the
Black Wolf and misses. The Black Wolf rams his head into the
enemy’s rear leg and bites down into a tight grip, picking
the wolf up and swinging it back and forth then throwing it
to one side.

The Black Wolf quickly leaps atop the Grey-White Wolf
looking to seize the opposing wolf’s throat, yet hesitates. 
Perhaps the Black Wolf has some respect for the Grey and
White wolf’s fighting. 

The Black Wolf takes a few steps back; the Grey-White Wolf
slowly raises her rear leg, hurt but heal-able.  The Grey-
white wolf looks at the Black Wolf then bows its head in
submission.  About a hundred and seventy wolves begin to
HOWL loudly.

EXT.  SNOWY HILLSIDE - DAY

The Grey-White Wolf nuzzles up to the Black Wolf.  The Black
Wolf with the Grey-White Wolf by his side and all his
disciples, charge and confront another pack of wolves who
stand at the bottom of the hill.

The Black Wolf and his pack encircle the other pack of
wolves but there is no fight as the other pack just bow
their heads. The pack numbers have swollen to more then 300
wolves today.  The Black Wolf HOWLS.

EXT. FOREST — DAY

Twelve German soldiers and their commander walk along the
edge of the forest-line.

We read English subtitles at the bottom of the screen.

GERMAN SOLDIER #1
What’s going on? Do you know
Why we were pulled from our duties?

GERMAN SOLDIER #2
Four of our men patrolling the area,

(MORE)
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haven’t reported back.  They were due
GERMAN SOLDIER #2 (cont'd)

12 hours ago.

GERMAN SOLDIER #1
Fuckin' Russians.

GERMAN SOLDIER #2
No, worse.

GERMAN SOLDIER #1
Worse?

GERMAN SOLDIER #2
It is believed that a pack of
Wolves have been ravaging
the area.

GERMAN SOLDIER #1
Come on, now. Wolves?

German Captain turns around and addresses the men.

GERMAN CAPTAIN
OK men, we’ll be entering the forest
here moving north-westerly. I want
20 feet between each man.  We will
be looking for 4 comrades, so proceed
with caution, and look for anything
suspicious.  Proceed!

GERMAN SOLDIERS
Yes, sir!

The German Soldiers spread out with RIFLES aiming forward. 
All 13 soldiers walk some distance and are visibly upset
with no findings.

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD - DAY

BLACK WOLF P.O.V – FOREST LINE

The Black Wolf investigates the forest.  He can hear the
BREAKING of branches and men’s feet STOMPING into the snow-
covered earth.

RETURN TO SCENE

The Black Wolf begins to GROWL, slowly walking toward the
noise of the soldiers.  The pack of wolves follow his lead,
and begin to GROWL, also.
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EXT.  FOREST – DAY

GERMAN SOLDIER #1
Do you hear that?!

GERMAN SOLDIER #2
What? I can’t hear you.

GERMAN SOLDIER #1
I hear something.

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD - DAY

The Black Wolf and his disciples are in full sprint, with
the Grey-White wolf just behind the Black Wolf.  The pack of
wolves GROWLING has only become louder.

EXT.  FOREST – DAY

GERMAN SOLDIER #2
I hear it!

German Soldier #2 stops in his tracks.

GERMAN SOLDIER #2 P.O.V – FOREST

The Soldier looks left to right for any movement.  He
intently listens but nothing can be heard.  He looks over at
Soldier #1.

SUDDENLY –

The Black Wolf comes running up a small hill and takes down
German Soldier #1, ripping his throat out.

RETURN TO SCENE

GERMAN SOLDIER #2 (cont'd)
No!

He SHOOTS his RIFLE but misses the Black Wolf. He then looks
into the forest, where he can see an endless number of
wolves charging towards the soldiers.  He reloads his RIFLE
and starts to run.

O.S - WE CAN HEAR MEN BEING EATEN ALIVE, AND THE GROWLING OF
WOLVES.

German Soldier #2 runs and trips on a branch, then crawls
toward a tree, sitting up and bracing his back against the
tree.
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GERMAN SOLDIER #2 P.O.V – FOREST

Wolves run by as men flee. He watches as the Soldiers are
taken down and savagely killed.  He hears a wolf’s footfalls
coming toward him.  He closes his eyes and starts to pray.

RETURN TO SCENE

GERMAN SOLDIER #2 (cont'd)
Holy Mary, Mother of God…

He hears movement close at hand, he looks to his left side,
with RIFLE ready.  Nothing is there.  Then he looks to the
right side and to his horror, he sees a wolf with jaws
opened GROWLING.  He FIRES, striking the wolf in the head,
only to have 3 more wolves follow and attack him.

GERMAN SOLDIER #2 (O.S.)
AH…

GROWLING of wolves as they tear apart German Soldier #2.

INT.  BARRACKS/TENT – EVENING

Ivan stands inside a tent with 50 other Soldiers.  There are 
stairs that lead up to a platform where a podium is placed.

The tent opens and in walks the COLONEL a short man with
gray hair, following behind him is CAPTAIN TURGENEV, a bull
of a man with a thick beard.  Captain Turgenev looks over
the Soldiers while smoking a CIGAR, he takes a deep pull
from the CIGAR then drops it and puts it out with his foot.

The Colonel proceeds to walk up the stairs but stumbles and
falls backwards into the arms of Captain Turgenev. The
Colonel continues like nothing happened.

The Colonel, now at the podium, salutes and the men salute
back.

COLONEL
At ease Men, you may sit.

Ivan and the other soldiers look around as there are no
chairs.

COLONEL
I said sit!

Captain Turgenev walks over and whispers into the Colonel’s
ear.
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COLONEL
Alright stand then.  Sorry for my
tardiness. Stomach issues.

The Colonel leans over, then farts.

COLONEL
(whispers)

Now why were we here again?

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
Wolves.

COLONEL
Yes wolves. Now I’m sure you’ve men
have heard rumors about wolves, man
eating wolves that is.  Well, I’m
here to tell you it’s true.  As Of
0700 tomorrow morning a cease-fire
will begin.  This is not the end of
the war but it is a new battle.

The colonel reaches in to his pocket and takes out a flask,
he takes a long pull, then places it back in his pocket.

COLONEL
You men are here because of your
ability to speak or understand
German.  Now tomorrow you men will be
given a piece of paper with
a number on it. This number will
indicate the German Soldier you will
be partnered with.  You will be
working with the Germans but
you are only to take orders from
Captain Turgenev.  You men will work
as the borderline between our two
forces.

Ivan and the other Soldiers look at each other in disbelief
as to what the Colonel has just said.

COLONEL (cont'd)
(slurring)

I know, I know you hate the Germans,
and I hate them too.  But we’re both
taking casualties.  So, the quicker
we kill these wolves which I hear are
massive, probably from eating so well
lately...Oh, and their supposed to be

(MORE)
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pretty smart and their numbers are so
COLONEL (cont'd)

great that their devastating nearby
forests.

CU SOLDIERS FACES - FEAR, FRIGHT.

COLONEL
The quicker we can get back to
killing each other.  I mean killing
Germans again.

The Colonel takes the flask out again and takes an even
longer pull then last time.  He fumbles putting the flask
back into his pocket.

COLONEL (cont'd)
Now men, who’s ready to kill some
wolves!

The Soldiers don’t respond.

COLONEL (cont'd)
I said!  Who’s ready to kill some
wolves!  We are Russians!  We are
Bears! Are Bears afraid of wolves?

SOLDIERS
(in unison)

No, Sir!

COLONEL
Let’s go slaughter these pigs!

Ivan and the other Soldiers cheer wildly.

COLONEL (cont'd)
(yells)

You want to go!  You want a piece of
me.  I’m right here, come and get me!

The Colonel is looking in the direction where no one stands.
An awkward silence falls over the tent.  Captain Turgenev
walks over and whispers in the Colonel’s ear.

COLONEL (cont'd)
There isn’t?  Okay, I almost forgot,
any Soldier who creates any undo
conflict with the Germans I have
instructed Captain Turgenev to shoot! 
That is all dismissed!

Ivan and the other Soldier’s start to exit the tent.  The
Colonel sways when walking over to Captain Turgenev.
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CAPTAIN TURGENEV
Are you alright sir?

COLONEL
I love you, you're my best friend.

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
(blushes)

Well, thank you.

COLONEL
I would love to just shit in my bed
and sleep in it.

The Colonel soils himself.

EXT.  SNOW COVERED FIELD – DAY

Ivan travels with 50 men, the sun shining so BRIGHTLY off
the snow that it is almost blinding.  As Ivan steps forward,
we can see 250 Russian soldiers half a mile away to his
right also marching.

While Ivan continues his march with his fellow comrades
toward the meeting point with the Germans, Niko calls out:

NIKO
(yells)

Ivan! Good luck, brother!

Ivan says nothing but salutes him back.

Captain Turgenev rides past the men on a HORSE.  He jumps
off the HORSE and SWATS the HORSE’S behind.
The HORSE runs off.

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
I won’t be needing her anymore.
Okay men, this is far enough.
As you can see this is the
meeting point with the Germans.

The captain points over at the 50 Germans walking over to
them and behind one can see another 250 German soldiers half
a mile away.

CAPTAIN TURGENEV (cont'd)
Pull your numbered paper out you have
been given. Get ready to be
partnered.

32.



EXT. SNOWY HILLTOP - DAY

The Black Wolf and the Grey and White Wolf look down upon
the assembling of the armies from a snowy hill. The Grey and
White Wolf nuzzles against the Black Wolf then heads in the
opposite direction, with more than 100 wolves following her.

EXT. OPEN FIELD — DAY

Ivan and OTTO MUELLER have recognized that they have the
same number and approach each other.  Otto Muller is a tall
ruggedly handsome man in his early 40’s.

We read English subtitles at the bottom of the screen.

IVAN
(in German)

Ivan Proschenko.

OTTO
Otto Mueller.

Otto puts out his hand for a handshake, but Ivan just stares
at his hand and does not reach out.  Some men shake hands
including Captain Turgenev and German Captain BECKER, a tall
thin man.  Most look disgruntled, they are not happy to be
working with each other.

OTTO (cont'd)
(smiling)

I always wanted a son. I think I’d be
a great Dad.  Just the attitude!  Now
my Dad, any attitude.
(gestures with arm)

IVAN
What?

OTTO
You know I don’t think I’m too
old either, I still have a lot to
offer, he could learn a few things.

IVAN
Oh shit, I’m not your son.  My Father
has sold me all I need to know.  I
don’t need an Old Krat bastard trying
to teach me any new pricks.
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OTTO
(laughs)

First off, I hope he didn’t teach you
German?

IVAN
(interrupting)

My Mother!

OTTO
(English)

Let’s just talk in your mother
tongue, your German is shit! You
should be happy that I’m going to be
your daddy on this little adventure.

IVAN
Yes, I hope we kill these wolves
quickly, so we can get back to
killing you savages!

OTTO
Well, if my death is what you
seek so badly.  Pull out your pistol
and be done with it!

Ivan steps forward, he is with inches of Otto.

IVAN
I won’t need my pistol to put you
down old man!

Captain Turgenev walks over, placing himself between Ivan
and Otto.

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
I see you two are getting on well.

A fist fight has broken out between a Russian and German
soldier.  Captain Turgenev runs over and slams his PISTOL
into the Russian Soldier’s head knocking him to the ground. 
Captain Becker has the German soldier in a bear hug.

CAPTAIN TURGENEV (cont'd)
What did the Colonel tell you men!
Get up!

The Russian Soldier #4 stands up, Captain Turgenev walks
behind him.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #4
I’m sorry sir!
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CAPTAIN TURGENEV
I’m sorry too.

Captain Turgenev holds his PISTOL to the soldier’s head,
then quickly lowers and FIRES his PISTOL into the soldier’s
leg behind his kneecap.  Captain Turgenev looks over towards
Captain Becker who nods his head. 

Captain Becker FIRES his PISTOL striking the German
soldier's foot.

We read English subtitles at the bottom of the screen.

CAPTAIN TURGENEV (cont'd)
German( )

Really?

CAPTAIN BECKER
What?

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
The foot.

Captain Becker shakes his head, and walks over to the German
soldier, in pain holding his foot laying on the snow covered
earth.

GERMAN SOLDIER #3
No. No, no sir.

The German soldier throws his hands over his face.  Captain
Becker FIRES striking his leg.

CAPTAIN BECKER
Better?

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
Yes.

CAPTAIN BECKER
As much as that pained me to do,
My leniency is over! For the next
soldier it will be in the head!

Ivan and Otto look at one another but say nothing.  HORNS
are heard.

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
English( )

All right soldiers it’s time. 
Proceed forward towards the forest. 
Remember to be on your best behavior
men!
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CAPTAIN BECKER
(German)

Company march!

The Russian and German soldiers gather their belongings and
march forward entering the forest.  250 soldiers on either
side of them proceed as well.

EXT.  FOREST – DAY

The Partnered Soldiers walk forward carrying their SUPPLIES
along the SNOW covered earth.  They are surrounded by an
endless amount of TREES with no end in sight.

OTTO
You know son, I’m sure this hunt
won’t be long and before you know it
you’ll have your chance to kill me,
us.  I don’t care to kill you though. 
I mean I’ll shoot you in the head
without hesitation on the
battlefield.  To survive.  I do hope
you young men, boys really, realize
when you reach my age we’re all just
pawns being moved around on a chess
board.

IVAN
First off I'm not a boy.  Nobody is
moving me around like a pawn! I only
have one goal, to make it out of this
war alive, to get back to my wife, to
care for my unborn child.  I don't
care about your theories or concerns
about us young men.

OTTO
Ah, you have found love, very good.

Otto pats Ivan on the shoulder.

OTTO (cont'd)
Stick with me son, and I'll see that
you make it out of here alive.  For
the almighty has given me a new lease
on life.

beat( )
Yes, yes I believe he has.

Otto walks away, Ivan stands bewildered by Otto, then
catches up.
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IVAN
You know this won't take long, then
will be sending you back to the holes
you came from.

OTTO
You mean trenches?

IVAN
No, like the holes you lived in.

OTTO
Oh, okay.  Funny though I was hoping
to breathe in some more of this fresh
air.  For I just came from a hole
already and I won't be going back.

IVAN
Already?

OTTO
Long story.

IVAN
Amuse me old man.

EXT.  FOREST (EAST) – DAY

The 250 Russian Soldiers continue their march forward in
pursuit of the wolves in the woody forest. Niko is in
conversation with ARTEM.  Boch is walking close to Niko,
eavesdropping on Niko.

NIKO
I know what you mean my legs
are killing me.

BOCH
Oh, poor princess, your legs feel
sore?  Ivan’s not here to carry you.
Like he did in the battle in the
trench.

NIKO
What are you talking about, 2 German
soldier’s are rotting right now
because of me.  I don’t recall seeing
you?  Cowering behind someone or were
you just playing dead?

Boch walks closer to Niko.
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BOCH
I’ve killed more Germans then I can
count.  I don’t hide from anyone
especially a piece of shit like you. 
Look at you, you think you're some
kind of hot shot, carrying around a
rifle and your lame ass shotgun.

Niko comes within inches of Boch.

NIKO
That’s right, I’m a hot shot Boch.

Niko pulls his BATTLEAXE SHOTGUN off his shoulder.

NIKO (CONT’D)
Still has some German blood on it.

Niko licks the AXE BLADE.

CU BOCH -DISGUSTED.

ARTEM
I think your shotgun is really cool
Niko.

NIKO
Thanks, um… What’s your name again?

ARTEM
Artem.

BOCH
See kid, this guy is an asshole. 
Don’t even waste your time talking to
him.

Niko head butts Boch.  Giving him a BLOODY nose.
Boch shakes his head and throws an upper cut punch that
strikes Niko in the stomach.

Niko is winded and drops to one knee.

ARTEM
Enough!

Artem gets in between Niko and Boch.

Russian Captain #2 has seen what has happened and walks
over.
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RUSSIAN CAPTAIN #2
That’s right, enough!  We’re hunting
man eating wolves, been at war with
the Germans, but you two want even
more action!  Niko, move 200 yards
over.  Boch, you stay here.  Artem,
report to me any more trouble.

ARTEM
Yes, sir!

BOCH
See ya later Niko.

NIKO
(smiles)

You have something coming out of your
nose.

Boch angrily wipes his nose.  Niko blows him a kiss.

EXT. FOREST (EAST) – DAY

300 yards to Niko’s right, some Russian soldiers have
spotted wolves.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #6
There, do you see them?

BOCH
Bastards! Don’t let them get away!

The two soldiers chase the wolves, with 5 soldiers following
them.

RUSSIAN CAPTIAN #2
Wait, you fools!

Boch and the other Soldiers are too far away to hear the
Russian Captain’s commands.  The Soldiers begin SHOOTING
their RIFLES at the wolves. As the Soldiers run in pursuit
they are attacked by unbeknownst wolves.  They panic and
flee, SHOOTING as they run.

EXT. FOREST (EAST) – DAY

NIKO
Look! Wolves!

Niko and some Russian Soldiers have spotted wolves in their
line of sight.  They begin to SHOOT their RIFLES. 
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Niko notices Boch ahead SHOOTING his RIFLE at attacking
wolves as he tries to flee.  Niko locks on to a wolf with
his RIFLE.

ARTEM
Stop shooting guys!

Niko quickly locks on to Boch and SHOOTS, striking him in
the head.

Niko and the Russian Soldiers continue to tear apart the
forest with their RIFLES.  GRENADES have been thrown by
Soldiers as well.

ARTEM (cont'd)
Stop!  Our men are ahead! Stop
fucking shooting!

The Russian Soldiers stop SHOOTING and walk forward to see
the carnage.  Horror and sadness are seen in the soldiers
faces, as they can see the dead men laying with the dead
wolves.

ARTEM (cont'd)
Didn’t you see them, especially Boch?
How did you miss him?

NIKO
It happened so fast I didn’t see him
just the wolves.  You think I knew?

ARTEM
No of course not, this is so messed
up!

RUSSIAN CAPTAIN#2
Fucking idiots! The next man who
doesn’t follow orders will be court-
marshaled for mutiny.

Niko looks over at Boch’s dead body, and smirks.  Artem sees
Niko’s face, Niko notices Artem looking and goes straight-
faced.

NIKO
We must put down these beasts!

Niko takes his SHOTGUN-BATTLE AXE and starts to hack away on
a dead wolf.

EXT. FOREST - DAY
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Ivan and Otto and the hundred other soldiers are still
walking northward in the forest.

OTTO
That’s why I’m here son.

IVAN
Over 15 years in a German prison, and
now you must fight in this war.
To gain your freedom.  I’d say your
prison sentence was for a nobler
cause.

OTTO
Yes, you think? but I know.

IVAN
Who would have thought a German man
goes into prison and learns Russian?

OTTO
(laughs)

I'm sure stranger things have happen. 

IVAN
Like two opposing sides calling a
cease-fire to hunt a super pack of
wolves.

OTTO
Yeah like that.

O.S. - GUNFIRE

The soldiers stop walking as they hear Grenade BLASTS, and
the noise of heavy GUNFIRE.

IVAN
Sounds like some wolves have been
spotted.

OTTO
Hopefully they've saved some wolves
for us, eh son.

Otto slaps Ivan's back, Ivan shakes his head as Otto walks
by.

EXT.  FOREST (WEST) – DAY
A German Soldier stands high in a treetop viewing an open
field with a telescope with 250 Soldier’s spread out beneath
him.
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We read English subtitles at the bottom of the screen.

GERMAN CAPTAIN #2
(yells)

Can you see anything?

GERMAN SOLDIER #3 P.O.V. – SNOWY OPEN FIELD

40 or more wolves can be seen.

GERMAN SOLDIER #3 (O.S.)
I see them! 40 or more wolves sir!

Once the soldier has answered, the camera pans out to across
a frozen river into the forest. More wolves are there,
camouflaged by the trees.

RETURN TO SCENE

GERMAN CAPTAIN #2
There must be more out there. You
Soldier, get word to the Russians to
push north a few miles then westerly.
We have spotted the wolves.  Inform
them that we will be sending 100 men
north west.

GERMAN SOLDIER #4
Yes, sir!

EXT.  FOREST (EAST) – DAY

Russian Soldiers have lined up the dead Russian Soldiers. 
Russian Soldier #7 comes running toward Russian Captain#2.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #7
Sir, the Germans have asked us to
push north and to have our guns
aiming west as they have found a pack
of wolves.

RUSSIAN CAPTAIN #2
Alright soldiers, we'll have to leave
these men for now!  Mount up and push
North!

EXT.  FOREST – DAY

The partnered Soldiers stand among the trees in the forest,
waiting further instruction.
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CAPTAIN TURGENEV
(yells)

The Germans have found a pack.
Stay close to your partner
but spread out from each other.
We lie in wait, stay focused,
wolves could be heading our way.

Captain Becker NODS his head and agrees.

Ivan and Otto start to spread out.

EXT.  FOREST OPENING (EAST) - DAY

The Russians have located the 60 or more wolves and are
taking their positions.   Russian Captain #2 raises his arm,
then lowers it, 50 Russians Soldiers begin SHOOTING their
RIFLES.  The rest wait for their orders behind the first
line.  The Russian Soldier’s slowly walk upon the snow-
covered field.

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD - DAY

The wolves are startled and begin to run west.  Twenty
wolves break off and run south as the other wolves run west.

EXT. FOREST (WEST) – DAY

GERMAN CAPTAIN #2
Fire!

100 German Soldiers begin SHOOTING and kill 30 wolves.

Camera pans back to the Russian Soldiers, unaware that 40 or
more wolves are crossing the river to attack them.

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD – DAY

The Russian Soldiers have ceased SHOOTING, unaware that 40
wolves are crossing the frozen river in a sprint to attack
the men.

EXT. FOREST – DAY

Ivan and Otto have taken cover behind a TREE that has fallen
to the snow covered earth, they lay in wait.
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IVAN
I feel for you old man, if what you
said is true. 

beat( )
Do you see anything? 

OTTO
Patience son.

Twenty wolves are running through the forest, in Ivan and
Otto’s direction.

OTTO
There!

Ivan scopes his RIFLE onto an incoming wolf then SHOOTS.

(O.S.) – GUNSHOTS

More GUNSHOTS are being FIRED.  Ivan hits his target, the
wolf falls to the ground.

OTTO
Nice shot! 

IVAN
I've hunted woods like this with my
father...

SUDDENLY -

A Wolf is running towards Ivan and Otto.  Otto SHOOTS and
misses.

OTTO
Shit.

Ivan pulls the TRIGGER on his RIFLE but nothing happens.

OTTO (cont'd)
Fire, boy!

IVAN
It's jammed!

Ivan, visibly upset, stands to examine his RIFLE. He pulls
the bolt open.

IVAN (cont'd)
Ah... Come on!

Ivan bangs on his RIFLE.
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IVAN (cont'd)
You have a rifle as well, shoot!

Otto SHOOTS and misses again.  Ivan continues to bang on his
RIFLE. The wolf is within striking distance and leaps toward
Ivan.  Otto jumps up and knocks Ivan to the ground, as the
Wolf leaps over both men. The Wolf turns toward them.

IVAN (cont'd)
Shoot!

Otto on the ground grabs his RIFLE and FIRES.  Missing yet
again, the Wolf turns and runs away.

IVAN (cont'd)
How are you still alive?

OTTO
I just saved your life!

IVAN
You can't even fire a rifle.

OTTO
What? I scared it away!  Let me see
that.

Otto points to Ivan's RIFLE and Ivan hands his RIFLE over. 
Otto slowly pulls the BOLT back on the RIFLE and swings it
up.  A BULLET falls out.

OTTO (cont'd)
You really must watch that temper
son.

Otto puts the RIFLE down and outstretches his hands and
takes a few deep breaths.

OTTO (cont'd)
I find a few deep breaths help.

Otto pats Ivan on the back and walks away, Ivan looks to the
sky.

IVAN
Why have I been partnered with this
guy?

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD — DAY
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The Grey White Wolf leaps upon an unsuspected Russian
soldier taking him down tearing out his throat.  40 wolves
follow her lead, attacking the Russian Soldiers on the open
field.  Artem spots the wolves.

ARTEM
Niko! Wolves!

NIKO
What the fuck?  These demons appear
out of thin air!

Niko swings his SHOTGUN BATTLEAXE striking a wolf in the
head who comes to attack him.  He pulls the weapon from the
wolf’s head to notice a wolf leaping in the air in his
direction.  Niko pumps his SHOTGUN BATTLEAXE then FIRES
blowing the wolf backwards.

NIKO (cont'd)
Thank you Artem! 

salutes( )
Come on!  I’ll kill all of you.

EXT.  FOREST-LINE — DAY

Russian Soldiers are taking aim with RIFLES.

RUSSIAN CAPTAIN #2
Don’t fire 'till I give the order!
Only clear shots!

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD – DAY

One hundred Russian Soldiers are fighting with the 40
wolves.

Russian soldiers run out from the forest line.  They are
SHOOTING only at close range and using their BAYONETS to
stab the wolves.

Niko takes a swing at the Grey-White Wolf taking the tip of
her right ear off.  A SHOT hits the earth just in front of
the Grey and White Wolf.  She jumps back and runs in retreat
with TWO more SHOTS just missing her.

Three more wolves are able to make a safe retreat, with the
rest being slaughtered.  We see Niko taking swings at any
dying wolf he sees.  The fight is over.  There are 30 dead
wolves with 10 or more men killed as well.
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After the battle, Niko watches as Artem talks to an intently
listening Russian Captain #2.  Both Artem and the Russian
Captain turn their heads and look over at Niko.

EXT. FOREST - LATE AFTERNOON

The 100 partnered men push slowly forward to see the wolves
they have killed.

OTTO
Ivan, over here. This must be the
one you shot.

Ivan looks on in sympathy for the wolf, since the animal is
not dead yet.  Ivan goes over to comfort the animal, who is
WHIMPERING.

The camera pans out to show Niko beside a tree listening to
an unaware Ivan and Otto.

IVAN
I know we're hunting them right now
but I do respect them.

OTTO
They're demanding our respect right
now.

IVAN
I guess they are, they are amazing
animals. So many working together.

OTTO
You say that now, knowing it can't
rip your face off. If it was in full
health and with it's friends I'm sure
you would be cursing them.

NIKO
Ivan, I found you.

CU NIKO - SHOCK AND DISGUST.

IVAN
Niko, everything good my friend.  I
missed my mark on this one.  It still
breathes.

NIKO
Good, let it suffer!  A lot of good
men have died today because of these
beasts.  What are you doing?  Get

(MORE)
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back from that vile creature!
NIKO (cont'd)

IVAN
So much death!  Did we bring this
upon us?  I know these animals are
fierce, but these numbers, attacking
men, why?  Are we the only meal left
for these animals?

Ivan pets the Wolf, the Wolf’s eyes lock on to Ivan.

NIKO
Ivan! These wolves are not pets to be
loved.  They have taken to our flesh! 
Do you know how many men have died
today!

(beat)
Come now Ivan! Aren’t you ready to
drip the crimson!

Ivan continues to pet the Wolf in a trance.  The Wolf
whimpering in a humming HOWL.

NIKO (cont'd)
Wake up!

Niko strikes the Wolf with his SHOTGUN BATTLEAXE, cutting
the Wolf almost in half.

IVAN
Asshole!

Ivan knocks Niko’s SHOTGUN BATTLEAXE out of his hands and
grabs Niko by his JACKET collar.

IVAN (cont'd)
Couldn’t you hear it! The Soul in the
Wolfsong!

A shooting star passes above.

IVAN (cont'd)
Didn’t you feel it? The soul in the
wolfsong.

NIKO
You feel sympathy! I think you should
stop writing love sonnets for this
old German Krat!

OTTO
Really boys.  I’m not that old.
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Niko with his hands on Ivan’s jacket pulls him closer and
knees him in the groin.  Ivan lets go of Niko and winces in
pain.  Ivan recovers and grabs Niko in a tight hug, picking
him up and slamming his body to the ground.  Niko is winded,
with Ivan’s fist ready to strike Niko, but his arm is held
back by Otto.

OTTO (cont'd)
Easy there son. That’s enough!

Ivan lets go of Niko and backs away from him.

NIKO
(gasping)

There will be no sympathy from these
animals.  We’ll kill them all then
move on to the Germans.  Has working
with these fucks weakened your
senses?

IVAN
Of course not, I know who I am and
why we’re here!

Niko slowly stands up.

NIKO
I don’t even know why I came.  You
might as well put on a German
uniform!

OTTO
Well, that’s hurtful.

Niko sticks up his middle finger towards Otto.

IVAN
You're lucky this German was here!
I see this war has changed who you
are.  My friend, my best man,
wouldn’t speak to me like this!

NIKO
Yes!

(beat)
Yes, it has!

(laughs)

Niko picks up his SHOTGUN BATTLEAXE, turns and begins to
walk away.

IVAN
Niko! Wait, come back.
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DISSOLVE TO:

INT.  WEDDING HALL – NIGHT  (FLASHBACK)

Niko is walking away towards the piano.

IVAN (cont'd)
This is no time to be playing the
piano.  Come back my good man, we
need to take a picture with you.

Niko walks back to Ivan and Natasha.

CU NIKO - A LOOK OF JEALOUSY IS FLASHED TOWARDS NATASHA.

Their picture is taken, with Niko wearing half a smile.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT.  FOREST – LATE AFTERNOON  (PRESENT DAY)

Ivan begins to go after Niko when Niko turns and pulls out
his PISTOL.  Ivan throws his hands up.

OTTO
Ivan, let him go.

NIKO
Stay back!  I don’t need to kill
again, today.

IVAN
What are you doing? Put the gun down.

Niko slowly walks backwards, he lowers his PISTOL and turns
and runs away.

IVAN (cont'd)
Niko!

Otto places his hand on Ivan’s shoulder.

OTTO
Let him go.  War is ugly, some men
must turn ugly as well.  I know he
is your friend, but he acts more like
a jealous girlfriend, no?

(MORE)
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beat( )
OTTO (cont'd)

But that temper again boy.  When you
react when you're hot, it's easy to
do something you'll regret.

Otto takes a few deep breaths.

OTTO (cont'd)
Once calm then express your anger.

Ivan rolls his eyes.

IVAN
Shut up, old man.

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD – LATE AFTERNOON

Ivan and Otto stand upon the snowy open field with the other
partnered soldiers.

BLACK TURKEY VULTURE P.O.V – SNOWY OPEN FIELD

The German army, the partnered soldiers and the Russian army
stand on the open field.

RETURN TO SCENE

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
Alright men, we will be setting up
camp here for the night.  We will be
proceeding north at 0700, get to
work.

RUSSIAN SOLDIERS
Yes, sir!

CAPTAIN BECKER
Let’s get started.

GERMAN SOLDIERS
Yes, sir!

EXT.  FOREST – DAY

Natasha strolls through a forest under light snow and a
violet sky.  She senses a presence in her midst.  She sees a
twig breaking in the wind.  Her sense of insecurity
increases.  She quickens the speed of her walking.  She
turns her head to see the Black Wolf, and feverishly she
runs for her life.
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SUDDENLY –

Ivan is awake, sitting bolt upright on the snow-covered
ground.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD – EVENING

The partnered Soldiers have set up tents for the night. Ivan
has just been awoken by a bonfire laying on the snow-covered
earth, where Otto and other soldiers sit on TREE STUMPS.

IVAN
Natasha!

OTTO
Natasha, beautiful name.
I thought it might be a bad dream,
but if it's of your wife, it had to
be good no?

IVAN
Horrible.

OTTO
Horrible?

IVAN
These wolves, getting in my head.

OTTO
Yes, it was a close call earlier, but
good thing I was there.

IVAN
Really?  This again.

OTTO
Don't worry son, you'll get back to
her.

IVAN
I can’t wait for the day when I’ll
see her again.  How about you? You
told me why you were in prison, but
nothing about your wife.

OTTO
Ah, now I’m sure your wife is
beautiful, but Eva.  I think she was
an angel, my angel sent from above. 

(MORE)
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Her face as fair as foreign gold. 
OTTO (cont'd)

Everywhere we went people
turned their heads, women and men.

(smiles)
I was never jealous, how could I
blame them.  You could imagine my
surprise when I saw her glancing my
way.  It wasn’t just her beauty; she
had so much joy and happiness that it
spilled over into me.  She believed
in me, and because of that I wanted
to do great things, to build
something, a family.

IVAN
She seemed quite the catch.

OTTO
Yes, she was.  That’s why I did what
I did.  I couldn’t let that bastard
get away with it.  I didn’t tell you
before, but Eva was with child
too as your wife is now.

(smiles)

IVAN
I am truly sorry for you Otto, I
couldn’t even think about losing
Natasha.

OTTO
Then don’t!  Use your head and focus
on how to make sure you get back to
her.

IVAN
The past is done and I can understand
why you did what you did, but didn't
the authorities do anything?

OTTO
Some people are born with a last name
that they think gives them the right
to do as they please, so I cut his
balls off and feed it to him.

(beat)
Boy or girl? What do you wish for?

IVAN
dumbfounded( )

Doesn’t every man want a boy?
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OTTO
True. I guess though they say a girl
chooses a man most like her father, I
wonder if they look up to us more?

IVAN
If that’s true I see my daughter
holding a pen in her hand.

OTTO
Writer, huh?  Poet, Novelist?

IVAN
Poet.

OTTO
Really?

(yells)
Everyone gather 'round.  Ivan is
going to recite one of his poems for
us.

EXT. SNOWY HILLTOP – EVENING

The Black Wolf, with 300 wolves on either side of him, looks
down upon the German Barracks inhabited with soldiers whose
numbers have depleted because so many of them are on the
hunt for the wolves.

The Black Wolf stealthily approaches the German barracks
picking off Two soldiers working on a TRUCK. They are jumped
upon by the Black Wolf, who rips out one of the men’s
throats. The other is tackled by 3 wolves then disemboweled
and consumed, eating him while he still SCREAMS.

The camera Pans OUT - to aerial shot of 300 wolves rushing
full speed toward the German barracks.

10 wolves invade a TENT. The wolves burst out through the
back of the TENT half-covered in BLOOD.

As the wolves approach the German support lines, 3 soldiers
who are carrying supplies suddenly see wolves approaching,
so they throw down the SUPPLIES, then scramble for their
RIFLES.

German Soldier 01 picks up his RIFLE and SHOOTS 1 of the
wolves, through the head.  German Soldier 01 still has his
RIFLE risen but is jumped on by the Black Wolf who’s jaws
lock upon the man’s head. The Black Wolf crushes the man’s
cranium with one vicious snap of his jaw.
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German Soldier 02 and German Soldier 03 are jumped upon by 5
wolves and disemboweled.

The Black Wolf proceeds to the front lines of the German
trench.  German Soldier 04 stands up and takes aim at the
Black Wolf, who then scrambles up the wall of the German
trench and leaps upon German Soldier 04.

CUT TO – 2 wolves drag Soldier 05 (who is still alive) down
the German front line trench. Soldier 05 SCREAMS in terror.

CUT TO - German Soldier 06 has his back against the wall of
the trench.  One wolf is on either side of the man’s arms
with jaws clenched around the soldier’s wrists continually
pulling, until the man’s right arm is ripped from his
socket. Soldier 06 SCREECHES in pain.

CU SOLDIER 06
Sweat and tears are running down his face.

CUT TO - German Sniper is in his turret aiming at wolves.

SUDDENLY –

A wolf bites on to the Sniper’s groin.  The German Sniper
has his genitals ripped from his crotch.  The Sniper lets
out a high-pitched SCREAM.

CUT TO - German Sniper takes aim at wolves and SHOOTS. He
kills 2 wolves.

CUT TO - 2 Russian Soldiers are talking in the Russian front
line trench.

(O.S.)  GUNFIRE.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #9
Wolves!  It must be!

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #10
We must alert the others to this
attack!

The 2 Russian Soldiers run as fast as they can to notify the
others.

PAN OUT - AERIAL shot of more than 250 wolves bursting
through the German trenches and running through No-man’s
land.

(O.S.) - SIRENS
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CUT TO -  Russian Machine Gun Operator FIRING upon the
wolves, killing 7, the wolves now easy targets, with no
barriers to defend themselves.  The Black Wolf leaps upon
the Russian Machine Gun Operator tearing him apart.

CUT TO -  Russian Soldiers pressing toward the Russian front
trench line, swinging their RIFLES over the trench wall
FIRING at wolves.

CUT TO –  Russian Soldier #10 has run out of ammo.  He
swings his RIFLE back into the trench.  He’s reloading his
gun.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #10 P.O.V – NIGHTS SKY

Wolves jump over the trench.

RETURN TO SCENE

CUT TO – 3 Russian Soldiers stab with their BAYONETS, at
wolves, leaping over the trench.  Russian Soldier pierces
and snags one of the wolves leaping through mid-air,
bringing the wolf down to the trench, Russian Soldiers stab
the wolf, mercilessly, with their BAYONETS.

CUT TO -  The Black Wolf inside the machine-gunner’s turret,
JUMPS down into the Front-line trench with 30 wolves
following at his back.

CUT TO -  Aerial shot of the Black Wolf with 30 wolves
behind him attacking and killing up to 40 men in the front-
line trench.

CUT TO - The Black Wolf and his disciples run through the
support line trench.

The last wolf notices movement further down in the trench
and slowly proceeds to walk toward a surviving Soldier.
The Russian Soldier notices there is still a wolf in the
trench. 

The Russian soldier goes for his PISTOL which he nervously
fumbles over as he walks backward from the approaching wolf
and trips over a dead Soldier at his backside.  The wolf
still approaches the weeping soldier until he is a foot
away.  The Russian soldier closes his eyes.

CUT TO - The Black Wolf is at the edge of a forest, HOWLING.

RUSSIAN SOLDIER #11 P.O.V – FRONT LINE TRENCH

The front-line trench is empty of wolves.
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RETURN TO SCENE

CUT TO -  Aerial shot of wolves running into a forest. The
Black Wolf is the last one to enter the forest looking upon
the destruction of the battle-fields, then slowly vanishes
into the forest.

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD - EVENING

20 of the partnered soldiers have gathered around the
BONFIRE to hear Ivan’s poem.

We read English subtitles at the bottom of the scene.

CAPTAIN BECKER
(German)

What’s going on here?

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
(German)

Ivan has a poem for us.

EXT.  SNOWY OPEN FIELD (EAST) - EVENING

Niko is walking back to the Russian camp.  Soldiers are busy
getting ready for their nights sleep.

ARTEM
Where did you go? We could of used
your help.

NIKO
The Captain sent me to get some info
at the partnered camp. My buddy Ivan
is over there, poor guy has to work
with a German.

ARTEM
Everything good over there?

NIKO
I would say no, would you want to
work with the Germans?

ARTEM
coughing( )

Hell no!

NIKO
Ha, soon we'll be done then will kill
all those swine.
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ARTEM
You know it.

NIKO
You sound terrible, shall we make you
a tea?

ARTEM
Tea?

NIKO
Yes, there's many things in the
forest that could help you with
that...cold, spruce, pine, you just
have to know what to look for.

ARTEM
It's getting late, no?

NIKO
Then we must move quick then.

ARTEM
Okay quickly, show me what to look
for.

NIKO
smiles( )

Of course.

EXT. FOREST  - EVENING

Niko and Artem are looking for spruce needles.

NIKO
See here, we just have to get the
snow out of the way, there's needles
there.  Any luck?  Check over there
I'll get these here.

Artem goes over to a different tree pushing snow out of the
way.

ARTEM
I'm finding some.

Niko stands up straight to walk over to Artem.

NIKO
Good.
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CU NIKO'S HAND - HOLDING DAGGER.

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD - EVENING

IVAN
(coughs)

When we received our drafts, we
smiled so wide.  We announced our
honor to the street outside.  Of
spirited homes we helped to make.

EXT.  FOREST - EVENING

Niko grabs Artem's forehead with his free hand, with the
other he tries to slice Artem's throat.

IVAN (V.O.)
Only to realize now what war will
take.

NIKO
You should of kept your mouth shut.

Niko has cut Artem's neck but Artem is able to push Niko's
DAGGER away.  Artem jumps up holding his neck. BLOOD drips
in the snow.  Niko is in pursuit.

EXT.  SNOWY OPEN FIELD - EVENING

IVAN
Wondering will my own son or
daughter, one day ask who I was
before I went away.

EXT.  FOREST - EVENING

Artem falls in the snow.  His one hand holds his wound on
his neck.

ARTEM
Why Niko? Why?

IVAN (V.O.)
Will my own wife only know me by
name?

NIKO
What did you tell the Captain?

59.



ARTEM
Nothing, only that we need more
soldiers like you.

NIKO
Liar!

IVAN (V.O.)
As a stranger returned from Lucifer's
game.

Niko stands over Artem and begins to repeatedly stab Artem.

EXT.  SNOWY OPEN FIELD - EVENING

OTTO
(clapping)

Bravo, bravo!

Some Soldiers clap.

CAPTAIN BECKER
(German)

That was pretty good.

Captain Becker hides his face from the other Soldiers and
wipes a tear from his eye.

OTTO
That was great!  I hope you’ve been
writing these on paper?

IVAN
When I find the time.

OTTO
Good!  Your name will live on through
your poems.

IVAN
(smiles)

You think?

OTTO
I know.

(O.S.) - HOWLING

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
Alright men as you can hear we have
wolves to kill tomorrow so get some
rest.

(MORE)
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CAPTAIN TURGENEV (cont'd)

The Partnered Soldiers pick up their belongs and start to
settle in for the night.

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
Ivan can I have a word with you?

IVAN
Of course, sir…

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
Don’t worry Ivan you’re not in
trouble.  I see you and the German
are working well together.

IVAN
He’s alright I guess, for a German
that is.

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
Just don’t get too comfortable. 
Before you know it we will be killing
each other once again.  We can’t let
our emotions get in the way of our
duty! Even for me, Captain Becker
seems like a good man, but we both
know this is just a small battle in a
much bigger war.

IVAN
Of course, sir, I’ve been taught at a
young age that it is honorable to die
for God and country.

CAPTAIN TURGENEV
Good, that is all. Rest up.

IVAN
Yes sir, good night.

EXT.  FOREST - NIGHT

The Black Wolf and his disciples push through the forest. 
They stop along the forest’s edge and look upon the tents
that the partnered Soldiers have assembled.

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD/FROZEN RIVER – DAY

While most of the Soldiers are asleep Ivan stands upon the
frozen RIVER where he has thrown a fishing line in a hole
he’s cut out.  The sun is dawning.
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OTTO
You're up early.  Bad dreams?

IVAN
No, no bad dreams.  I thought I
heard Natasha’s voice though.  I
couldn’t sleep after that.  And you?

OTTO
Cold.

IVAN
Cold?

OTTO
It’s so cold here, how can one sleep.
You catch anything?  Wouldn’t it
be easier to throw one of these in.

Otto points to his belt, where a grenade is placed.

IVAN
Nah, I like my knees.

OTTO
(laughs)

Me too.

IVAN
Why even bother?

OTTO
Bother?  What do you mean?

IVAN
anger( )

To get along, to pretend that
tomorrow we won’t be trying to kill
one another.

OTTO
That could be tomorrow, yes.  But
aren’t we here right now.  We are the
present, yes we’re always looking
towards the future, but
we must make the most of our day
right now!  Does a father not care
for his children any less knowing one
day they will leave him?  I’m
not going to change who I am for what
the future might hold, and neither
should you.
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IVAN
I guess there’s some truth to that.

OTTO
(laughs)

You guess?  No, you're learning
another lesson taught by Otto.

Ivan smiles and shakes his head.

IVAN
When was the first lesson?

OTTO
You know I've been thinking about
this anger I see in you.

beat( )
Were your parents hard on you son?

IVAN
Oh yeah, my father was.

Otto paces back and forth with a hand on his chin.

OTTO
And?

IVAN
I had to be the best, if not it would
be your an idiot, your stupid.

OTTO
I see.

IVAN
But that wasn't the worst part. He'd
lash his tongue at my mother at
first. See he gets it from your side,
they're all losers your family.

beat( )
Then his hands would become loose and
he'd strike my mother.

beat( )
I had to jump in a few times.

Otto continues to pace, but now is taking in deep breaths.

OTTO
He liked his drink?

Ivan becomes emotional and lowers his head.
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IVAN
He did, sometimes more than us I
think.

Otto continues to take deep breaths.

OTTO
Ah... You hear someone say something,
you probably think they're putting
you down, things don't go your way
your an idiot.

yells( )
How about your father drank too much
and should of kept his fucking mouth
shut!

Otto takes more deep breaths.

CU OTTO - TEAR RUNS DOWN HIS FACE.

OTTO (cont'd)
I would of loved to have a son like
you!

beat( )
Remember deep breaths.

Otto wipes his face and walks away.

IVAN
smirks( )

Will do.

EXT. FOREST – DAY

THE BLACK WOLF P.O.V – SNOWY OPEN FIELD

The Black Wolf scopes the open field, spotting a few
Soldiers on either side of the field.  The Black Wolf stops
to glance at the middle of the armies (partner Soldiers
tents) noticing that there is less tents assembled there. 
He then fixates on Ivan and Otto.

RETURN TO SCENE

The Pack stares on in the Soldier’s direction.

EXT. SNOWY OPEN FIELD/FROZEN RIVER – DAY
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OTTO
This dawn isn’t going to capture
itself you know.  You should have
your pen out son.

IVAN
Cold.

(smiles)
My pen, it’s frozen. And to tell you
the truth Otto I'm too scared to
write.

OTTO
Scared?  To write?

IVAN
Yes, I know this fear will only cloud
my thoughts, I want to grow old Otto.
well at least your age.

smiles( )

Otto places his hand on Ivan's shoulder.

OTTO
To be scared is a gift from the
Almighty. It heightens your senses to
make sure you wouldn't get killed out
here.

IVAN
Are you scared too Otto?

OTTO
No, not really.

Ivan pulls out his pen.  A heavy wind blows through the open
field.  Heavy snow has begun to fall, causing minimal
visibility.

CUT TO - The Black Wolf stealthily approaches the partnered
soldier’s tents with 250 wolves following.

CUT TO – Russian partnered Soldier exiting his tent is
jumped upon by the Black Wolf.

CUT TO - Wolves entering tents, and blood is spattering
against the tent’s walls.

(V.O.) – SCREAMS OF SOLDIERS

CUT TO - Captain Turgenev exiting his tent with PISTOL in
hand SHOOTING at wolves.  A wolf attacks the Captain. 
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He is able to hold off the wolf with his left arm.  He
SHOOTS the wolf in the head.

CUT TO – Ivan and Otto

(O.S.) - GUNSHOTS

IVAN
Wolves!

OTTO
So many.

CUT TO - Snowy open field (east).  A Russian Soldier notices
wolves have attacked the partnered Soldiers tents.  He takes
aim with his RIFLE and SHOOTS as a wolf attacks him.  His
RIFLE is SHOT higher than intended.

CUT TO - Snowy open field (west). 2 German soldiers have
just exited their tent, one of whom is struck by the Russian
Soldiers bullet.

GERMAN SOLDIER #4
Mikhail!

German Soldier #4 reacts, and fires his RIFLE multiple
times, at the Russian Camp.

CUT TO - Russian Camp.  Russian soldier waking to SCREAMS.

(O.S.) – SOLDIERS SCREAMS

Exiting his tent to be hit by GUNFIRE.  3 Russian Soldiers
see him fall and begin SHOOTING their RIFLES at the German
camp.

CUT TO - Ivan and Otto

IVAN
We must help them!

Ivan runs to grab his RIFLE, which is 100 feet away.

OTTO
Wait, there’s no time!

CUT TO - Aerial shot of wolves and partnered Soldiers
fighting on the Snowy Open Field.

CUT TO - Ivan runs to grab his RIFLE.  A wolf runs toward
Ivan.  The wolf LEAPS at Ivan, but is SHOT in the head mid-
air, by Otto.
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CUT TO - Otto kneeling with his RIFLE.

CUT TO – German Camp

We read English subtitles at the bottom of the scene.

GERMAN SOLDIER #4
The Russians are attacking!

CUT TO - German Soldiers running toward the forest SHOOTING
as they run.

As the German soldiers run, they notice wolves attacking the
partnered soldiers.

GERMAN SOLDIER #5
Wolves!

The German Soldiers begin SHOOTING at the wolves, as well. 
Wolves are being struck and killed.

CUT TO – Captain Becker with a PISTOL in each hand SHOOTING
at wolves.  He is SHOT in the head.

CUT TO - Russian Soldiers running toward the forest SHOOTING
their RIFLES while they run.

CUT TO - Ivan and Otto

OTTO
Did you see that?  I hit 'em, I
really did.

beat( )
Run Ivan, run!

Otto grabs Ivan by the collar and starts pulling him toward
the frozen river SHOOTING his RIFLE as he pulls Ivan
backwards.

CUT TO – Captain Turgenev has run out of bullets for his
PISTOL. He throws it to the ground, picks up a RIFLE and
STABS a wolf with it’s BAYONET.  He is attacked by 3 wolves
and is killed.

CUT TO - Ivan and Otto start to run across the river, when
Otto notices 7 wolves in pursuit.

CUT TO - NIKO is SHOOTING upon the wolves, who are near the
partnered soldier’s tents when he notices Ivan and Otto
running across the river.  He runs out of bullets and throws
his RIFLE to the ground.
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NIKO
These wolves are like a plague that
keeps spreading!

CUT TO - 7 Wolves are in pursuit of Ivan and Otto.

Otto grabs his GRENADE and throws it in the wolves'
direction. The BLAST of the GRENADE breaks the river ice. 
Wolves are hit with SHRAPNEL.  The BLAST creates a HOLE in
the river ice.  All of the wolves fall into the water.

CUT TO - The Black Wolf stands upon a dead Russian Soldier
looking at Ivan and Otto.  He proceeds to give chase with 4
other wolves behind him.

CUT TO – Ivan and Otto have run into an upward sloping wood,
which faces the foot of a mountain.

EXT. FOREST/MOUNTAIN – DAY

Ivan and Otto climb higher within the woods.  They can see
the carnage on the snowy open field. Russian and German
Soldier’s scurry to the forest, SHOOTING their RIFLES at one
another.

IVAN
What are they doing, the wolves are
the enemy!

OTTO
We know that, the snow must have
blinded them!  We can’t panic now, we
must use our heads.

(points to Ivan’s
head)

Look!

OTTO’S P.O.V. – FROZEN RIVER

The Black Wolf and 3 other wolves are crossing the river
running in the direction of Ivan and Otto.

RETURN TO SCENE

OTTO (cont'd)
We’re only going to be able to
run so far son.  How many bullets
do you have?

Ivan checks the clip on his belt.
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IVAN
Four and 2 in the rifle.

OTTO
I’ve got 5, my knife too.

IVAN
I’ve got mine as well.

OTTO
Let’s get to higher ground and find
a good vantage point to shoot at
these fucks.  Look for some bigger
branches. We can sharpen them to
create a barrier between us.  Let
them come, we’ll be ready!
They have size and numbers, but we’re
smarter, aren’t we son?

IVAN
(yells)

We are!  Come for us if you dare.
Will filet your meat, will wear your
hair!

OTTO
(laughs)

That’s my boy!

Otto places his hand on Ivan’s shoulder.

OTTO (cont'd)
Let’s keep moving, they’ll be on
us soon enough and we’ll be ready.

Ivan and Otto continue walking up the mountain, picking up
large BRANCHES and breaking twigs off and sharpening the
BRANCHES with their DAGGERS.

EXT.  FOREST/MOUNTAIN – DAY

The Black Wolf stops with the other 3 wolves following his
lead.  He looks up at the mountain and SNIFFS, smelling a
scent. The Black Wolf proceeds up the mountain with the 3
wolves beside him.

EXT.  FOREST (WEST) – DAY

German Captain #2 is taking cover behind a TREE, 10 other
Soldiers are taking cover as well.

We read English subtitles at the bottom of the scene.
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GERMAN CAPTAIN #2
Who fired first?

(yells)
Don’t worry about the Russians!
Keep your eyes open for the wolves!
Their still out there!

10 wolves are walking in the forest.  They are stalking the
Soldiers.

EXT.  FOREST/MOUNTAIN - DAY

Niko walking, then braces himself against a TREE.

NIKO
gasping( )

Don't worry Ivan, his dogs won't harm
you.

EXT.  FOREST/MOUNTAIN - DAY

Ivan and Otto continue moving further up the Mountain,
sharpening BRANCHES as they walk.

OTTO
We have to stay calm and cool here
son.

IVAN
I'll do my best.

OTTO
Good, if we lose are temper we lose.

EXT. FOREST (EAST) – DAY

Russian Captain #2 and 10 Russian Soldiers are taking cover
behind trees.  The Soldiers are SHOOTING at attacking
wolves.

SERIES OF SHOTS – FOREST (east)

A. Russian Soldier standing behind a tree SHOOTS a wolf in
the head.

B. A Wolf leaps upon an unsuspecting Russian Soldier, 2 more
wolves attack.
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C. Russian Soldier running away is tackled by a Wolf.

D. Russian Soldier is STABBING with his BAYONET while wolves
bite another Russian Soldier.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT.  MOUNTAIN – DAY

Ivan and Otto have reached a plateau on the mountain.  They
can still climb up if they use their hands and feet.  Trees
still cover the sloping mountain.  There is a BOULDER the 2
men can use for cover.

OTTO (cont'd)
This is it son.  We’ll place the
spikes in the ground back there.

(laughs)

IVAN
What is it?

Otto continues to laugh uncontrollably.

IVAN (cont'd)
What’s so funny?  This could be it.
Aren't you ready for this, come on!

OTTO
That’s just it son.  I am.  I could
be sitting in a jail cell right now
with no wolves hunting me down!  But
if I had a choice, I would choose to
be here right now every time!
I haven’t felt alive like this…

Ivan notices something behind Otto.

SUDDENLY –

Otto is SMASHED in the back of the head with the BUTT of the
SHOTGUN BATTLEAXE.  Otto falls forward and he is knocked
unconscious.

NIKO
Don’t worry brother I’ve come for
you.

IVAN
What are you doing?
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Ivan goes over to Otto to see if he’s okay.

NIKO
Get away from that demon!

Niko aims his SHOTGUN at Ivan.  Niko grabs Otto’s RIFLE and
throws it down the sloping mountain.

IVAN
Niko relax, we’re in this together.
He’s not the enemy right now.
The wolves are and they're coming!

Ivan slowly stands and walks a couple feet away from Otto. 
Niko now aims his RIFLE at Otto.

IVAN (cont'd)
Don’t shoot, he’s with us!
Don’t shoot!

NIKO
They’ve tricked us! They tried
to kill us while we sleep,
couldn’t you see!

IVAN
There must be some reason for that
madness.  Some miscommunication, an
accident.  Otto would have killed me
already.  Wolves! Niko, the wolves
are the enemy now.

NIKO
Yes, the wolves, they must have
trained them!  They must have!

IVAN
Come on Niko trained them.
Really that’s what you believe,
how?

NIKO
It doesn’t matter I just know!

IVAN
Niko put the gun down. You
don’t need to shoot anybody.

NIKO
Not me Ivan, you must kill
the German.

Niko aims the SHOTGUN at Ivan.
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IVAN
I can’t do that, I won’t!

Otto has regained consciousness.  He opens his eye and
listens to the conversation.

IVAN (cont'd)
Niko we’ll get out of this.

NIKO
No, we won’t, we’re surrounded by
these demons and their dogs.

IVAN
We will!  We must!  Put the shotgun
down!  We’re going to make it back
home Niko, we will.

NIKO
(crying)

I want to go home Ivan, I want to go
home.

SUDDENLY-

A wolf jumps onto Niko's back.  Niko SHOOTS his SHOTGUN
BATTLEAXE just missing Ivan.  Niko aims his SHOTGUN
backwards and SHOOTS missing the wolf. Niko tries to hit the
wolf with his SHOTGUN but it slips out of his hands.

CU NIKO’S SHOTGUN-BATTLEAXE
Slides down the mountain.

Niko falls face forward with the wolf on his back biting his
neck.

NIKO (cont'd)
(screams)

Aah… Ivan help!

Ivan quickly brings his RIFLE around his shoulder and SHOOTS
twice striking the wolf in the head.  Niko and the wolf lay
motionless as a SMALL pool of BLOOD spills out around Niko’s
neck.

IVAN
Niko!  No!

Ivan runs over to Niko to check on him.  Otto jumps up and
goes over to Ivan.
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OTTO’S P.O.V. – SLOPING MOUNTAIN

The Black Wolf and 3 other wolves are running up the
mountain.

RETURN TO SCENE

OTTO
Ivan, he’s gone!  Ivan!
Wolves!

Otto grabs Ivan by his shoulders, pulls him up and pushes
him toward the mountain.

OTTO (cont'd)
Climb! Quickly.

Ivan looks down the mountain and sees the wolves coming. 
Ivan runs to the mountain wall and starts to climb.

IVAN
Come on Otto!

OTTO
My rifle!

Otto sees the wolves are close, the RIFLE is too far away. 
He looks and sees a BRANCH SPEAR they have made.  He grabs
it and places it behind his back and secures it to his belt.

EXT.  FOREST (WEST) – DAY

It has stopped snowing and the German Soldier’s visibility
has improved.  They await the wolves attack.

A wolf SNIFFS the air, then is SHOT in the head.

GERMAN CAPTAIN #2
Fire!

10 German Soldiers SHOOT in unison at the stalking wolves.
They have killed 8 wolves, 2 wolves make a safe retreat.

The German Soldiers walk over towards the dead wolves.  The
German Captain places his BOOT on a dead wolf’s head.

We see English subtitles at the bottom of the scene.

GERMAN CAPTAIN #2 (cont'd)
We have to get word to the
others to stop shooting at the

(MORE)
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Russians.  These wolves caught us off
GERMAN CAPTAIN #2 (cont'd)

guard.

EXT.  FOREST (EAST) – DAY

The Russian Captain #2 and 10 Russian Soldiers are still
fighting with the wolves.

SUDDENLY –

20 running Russian Soldiers are SHOOTING their RIFLES at the
wolves killing all of them.

RUSSIAN CAPTAIN #2
Nice timing boys! What a mess
this day turned out to be.
What am I going to tell the Colonel?
Put out a flag of truce, and get me
a bottle of vodka!

EXT.  MOUNTAIN – DAY

Ivan and Otto continue to climb the mountain wall.  The
Black Wolf leaps and just misses Otto’s boot.

OTTO
Climb!  Climb!

IVAN
Almost, are they still there?

Otto looks behind, and sees the wolves moving up around the
mountain.

OTTO
No, they're going the long way!
I don’t think your friend liked
me too much.  That boy had too much
rage! It blinded him.

IVAN
His mind must have snapped.

Ivan reaches the top, which is not the peak of the mountain,
but spreads out into a flat landing covered with rock and
ice. The mountain peak can be seen.  Ivan quickly swings his
RIFLE around.  He spots the wolves and SHOOTS his RIFLE. 
His shots strike 2 of the wolves.  Otto is close to the top
and helped up by Ivan.
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OTTO
Did you hit anything?

IVAN
I’m pretty sure I hit two of them.

OTTO
(smiles)

Nice shooting son, keep it up. We’ll
get out of here, you'll see.  How
many bullets do you have left?

IVAN
Two.  One for each wolf!

OTTO
I like your confidence.  This is it
son! Our final stand.

(yells)
We’re here! No more running!  We’re
going to get you home.  Come on big
bad wolves.

Ivan and Otto look over the side of the mountain.  No wolves
in sight.  They look out to the snowy open field.  The open
field is covered in BLOOD.  Dead Soldiers and dead wolves
scatter the snowy open field.

OTTO (cont'd)
Looks like they’ve stopped killing
one another.  I see your comrades are
waving the flag of truce.

IVAN’S P.O.V. – SNOWY OPEN FIELD

A German Soldier walks out from the forest line waving a
FLAG.

RETURN TO SCENE

IVAN
Yes, look your brother’s have as
well.  It looks like a massacre.  How
could this of happened?

OTTO
No time for that.  We have our own
war! Look!

Otto points to his side. The Black Wolf and his companion
are close at hand.  It will only be a matter of time until
they have made it to the landing.
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IVAN
Come on!

OTTO’S P.O.V. – PLATEAU

Niko’s body is not there.

RETURN TO SCENE

OTTO
Ivan, where’s Niko?

IVAN
What?

Ivan turns around to look.

SUDDENLY –

Ivan is grabbed by his ankle by Niko, BLOOD drips down
Niko's neck.  He has made it up the mountain wall grabbing
with both hands onto Ivan. He tries to pull Ivan over the
side of the mountain.

NIKO
You betrayed me!  First with her,
now with this German! You sent
his dog after me!

IVAN
Niko, no!

Niko pulls hard on Ivan’s ankle and slips back down the
mountain. Niko hangs off of Ivan’s ankle which is the only
thing stopping him from falling.  Otto grabs Ivan's waist
with one hand, stopping them from going over the side of the
mountain.

IVAN (cont'd)
Let me help you!

Ivan drops his RIFLE.

NIKO
No Ivan it’s me and you.  It’s
always been you and me.

Otto STABS Niko in the arms repeatedly with the BRANCH
SPEAR. Otto pulls on Ivan hard with his other hand.  Niko is
still holding on.  Otto has pulled Ivan far enough away from
the mountain side, and then gives a side kick that strikes
Niko hard in the face.  Niko's hands slip from Ivan’s ankle
and he falls over the side of the mountain.
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IVAN
Niko!

OTTO
I’m sorry, I had too.

IVAN
I know, I don’t understand, how
he…

OTTO
No time for tears son.  Let’s get
away from this cliff, before it turns
into a bad ending of a story.

(O.S.) – HOWLING/GROWLS

Ivan and Otto turn around to see the 2 wolves 100 yards away
and approaching.

Ivan picks up his RIFLE.  Otto has his SPEAR in hand.  Ivan
takes aim.

OTTO (cont'd)
Kill ’em!

IVAN
(whispering)

I’m not going to die today,
I’m not going to die today.

OTTO
No pressure, whenever you want to
shoot.

The Black Wolf and his companion slowly walk forward
GROWLING as they walk.

Ivan locks onto the Black Wolf and pulls the TRIGGER. 
Nothing happens.

IVAN
Shit!

OTTO
What?

IVAN
My rifle’s jammed.

OTTO
Hasn't this already happen? 

(MORE)
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looks up( )
OTTO (cont'd)

You just couldn’t make this easy.

Ivan takes a few deep breaths.

CU IVAN’S RIFLE - IVAN SLOWLY PULLS THE BOLT ON HIS RIFLE
AND DISCHARGES THE CARTRIDGE.

OTTO
Ivan, try to hit the bigger one. 
He's a monster.

The Black Wolf and his companion criss-cross as they walk
towards Ivan and Otto.

Ivan tries to lock on to the Black Wolf.  Ivan SHOOTS his
RIFLE, missing his mark, but he has shot The Black Wolf’s
companion.  The wolf falls to its side.

IVAN
Fuck!

OTTO
I said the bigger one.

IVAN
I tried Dad.

OTTO
(smiles)

Today would be a good day to die.

Ivan continues take deep breaths.

IVAN
We’re not going to die today!
We’re not going to die today!

Ivan and Otto move further away from the cliffs edge.  The
Black Wolf has picked up his pace.

Ivan and Otto are now back to back, Ivan holding his
BAYONETED RIFLE and Otto holding his BRANCH SPEAR.  The
Black Wolf is within striking distance.

OTTO
Don’t let him strike our backside.

The Black Wolf encircles Ivan and Otto, GROWLING as he
walks.

OTTO
He’s a big bastard isn’t he.
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IVAN
And he knows it too.  He’s playing
with us.

Ivan jabs his BAYONET RIFLE.

IVAN (cont'd)
What are you waiting for, come on!

Otto stumbles while the 2 men slowly move back to back.  The
Black Wolf pounces and rams his way through Ivan and Otto.

Otto crashes to the ground. His BRANCH SPEAR falls a few
feet away from his reach.  Ivan stumbles forward. The 2 men
have been separated.

IVAN (cont'd)
Old man get up!

The Black Wolf sees Otto on the ground and lunges on top of
him.  Otto is able turn onto his back.  He raises his left
arm in time, so the Black Wolf can not seize his neck.

OTTO
Aha… Get this thing off me.

IVAN
I'm coming.

yells( )
Ah...

BLOOD pours from Otto’s left arm.  Ivan rushes with his
BAYONET RIFLE, striking The Black Wolf, and rams his body
into the wolf, causing him to do a somersault over The Black
Wolf, landing flat on his back.

IVAN (cont'd)
(gasping)

Otto… Otto…

The Black Wolf is knocked off Otto and has fallen over to
his side.  BLOOD spills from his stab wound.  He sees Ivan
on the ground a few feet away.  The Black Wolf gets up on
all fours and runs toward Ivan.

OTTO’S P.O.V. – BRANCH SPEAR

RETURN TO SCENE

Otto turns over and crawls toward the BRANCH SPEAR.
The Black Wolf leaps in the air.

80.



OTTO
(yells)

Here son!

Otto slides the BRANCH SPEAR along the rocky mountain floor.

The BRANCH SPEAR touches Ivan’s left hand.  Ivan grabs hold
of the SPEAR with both hands and holds it up in the
direction of The Black Wolf.

The spear penetrates The Black Wolf’s right front shoulder.

The Black Wolf is suspended in the air by the BRANCH SPEAR. 
Ivan has secured the SPEAR on the ground and holds on with
both hands.

The Black Wolf swats his left paw at Ivan’s head, his nails
grazing Ivan’s forehead. Four lines of BLOOD are formed. 
The Black Wolf tries to bite Ivan but is too far away.

The Black Wolf starts to slide down the BRANCH SPEAR, his
teeth coming within inches of Ivan.

IVAN’S P.O.V. – DAGGER
The DAGGER is attached to his belt.

RETURN TO SCENE

Ivan fumbles for his DAGGER with his right hand. Ivan is
able to grasp the DAGGER.  The Black Wolf opens his jaw for
a fatal bite.

Ivan raises the DAGGER.

SUDDENLY -

Otto’s DAGGER STABS The Black Wolf in the head, followed by
Ivan’s DAGGER STABBING the Wolf in the head as well.

The Black Wolf lays his head on Ivan.

IVAN
Get this beast off me.

Otto kicks The Black Wolf off of Ivan.

OTTO
He’s huge!

IVAN
And heavy. 

Ivan stands.  Otto slaps Ivan on the shoulder.
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OTTO
I told you didn't I!  We're going to
get you home boy!

Ivan smiles.

IVAN
Yes you did!  But look at that arm,
we have to bandage that, first though
come here you.

Ivan and Otto embrace in tight hug.  A BLACK TURKEY VULTURE
flies over the two Men.

BLACK TURKEY VULTURE P.O.V. – MOUNTAIN/SNOWY OPEN FIELD/
FOREST

Ivan and Otto embracing, the mountain slope on to the hole
in the frozen river.  The Blood-stained snowy field, over
the forest.

DISSOLVE TO:

We read a subtitle in the sky.

                       “3 DAYS LATER”

EXT.  GERMAN BARRACKS – DAY

(O.S.) – GUNFIRE

Otto stands in the German Barracks, with his arm in a sling
smoking a cigarette.

CU OTTO - LOOKS OUT UPON THE BATTLEFIELD, WITH AN
EMOTIONLESS FACE.

EXT.  RUSSIAN TRENCH – DAY

(O.S.) - GUNFIRE

Ivan stands in the front-line trench with his RIFLE in his
hands.  3 Soldiers stand next to him.

RUSSIAN CAPTAIN #3
Over the top!  Over the top!

The 3 Soldiers scramble over the top of the trench.  Ivan
doesn’t move.
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RUSSIAN CAPTAIN #3
I said over the top soldier!

Ivan still doesn’t move.  The Captain puts his hand on his
PISTOL.  Ivan takes a few deep breathes.

IVAN
(yells)

Ahhhh!

CAMERA PANS OUT above Ivan over the Russian Trench, over the
barracks to a side of a mountain, tightening in to reveal:

The Grey White Wolf raises her head.

(O.S.) – GUNSHOT

Beside The Grey White Wolf lays her pups.

CU BLACK PUP - WHICH IS TWICE THE SIZE OF THE OTHER PUPS.

FADE OUT:

THE END.
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