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FADE | N:
EXT. Cl TYSCAPE - DAY
SUPER: Rone. 67 A D

Bui | di ngs pepper | andscape. Many structures are damaged due
to rampant fires.

EXT. VI A CORNELI A - DAY
Dense fog perneat es.

FABI US (early 30s), curious voyeur, loiters off roadside in
battle arnmor. His fists are clenched nore often than not.

SCOLDI ER beats nail through a MAN S wist. Ripped skin reveals
a recent flogging.

The man shri eks.

Fabi us demands hanmmer. He pummels nail three tines.
Nai | pierces wood.

He returns hanmer to sol dier.

Two additional soldiers arrive. Goup lifts cross w th Fabius
overseeing. Base sinks into a hole.

Fabi us saunters off, indifferent.
EXT. PRI SON CELLS CORRI DOR - DAY

Fabi us treks tunnel with SEPTI MJS (40s), by the book, nasty
battl e scar on right cheek proving he's a patriot.

FABI US
What does Nero hope to acconplish?

SEPTI MUS
He was hesitant to give any details.

Fabi us sneers, suspicious.
They halt near prison entrance. Two GUARDS act as sentries.

SEPTI MUS
May the gods be with you, Fabi us.



I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY

PAUL (65) the apostle, long gray beard, robes caked with
dirt, meditates in a trance while chained at ankles. Living
| egend with nost hunbl e denmeanor on record. Twi nges of
sadness pour out when he speaks.

Fabi us enters.

FABI US
I was told you belong to the Christian
sect .
Paul shies away.

Fabi us reclines beside Paul .

FABI US
| did not choose this post. In fact,
I woul d have pissed on the
opportunity. So let's talk. | may

as well enjoy ny tine.

PAUL
Looking for a new story to share
with your friends?

FABI US
Friends are a dangerous comodity.
As long as | amentertained, please,
wag your tongue.

PAUL
May | know your name?

FABI US
Fabi us Cctavi an Meri di as.

PAUL
What has happened up until now has
been in accordance with God's pl an.

Fabi us scoffs at remark.

PAUL
My education began in Tarsus of
Clicia.



FLASHBACK TO:
EXT. A TY OF JERUSALEM - DAY
SUPER: Jerusalem 25 A D.
Panoramic view (dive trees sway in w nd.
PAUL (V.O)

Tarsus was known for a strong
educational center. At an early age

| left Tarsus for Jerusalem | had
the privilege of being instructed
under Ganaliel. A wi se rabbi

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY
At wooden desks are young Jewi sh nen. Nervous. Determ ned.

GAMALI EL (50) waves a scroll. A wise nman with a hunble
approach to how he views acconplishnents and life itself.

GAMALI EL

(stammeri ng)
A Nazirite vow is not to be taken
lightly. When engaged in such a
situation one nmust consider the action
fromall angles. A usual tine
allotnent for the vowis thirty days,
although it may stand for | onger.

Ganal i el sweeps to front desk

GAMALI EL
There are certain requirenments a man
nmust abi de by.

Ganaliel notions to DAVID (early 20s) in front row

GAMALI EL
What is to be observed during a vow?

David diverts. Exam nes scroll.

GAMALI EL
How do you expect to becone a teacher?

DAVI D
A man cannot cut his hair.



GAVALI EL
What el se?

Davi d surrenders to enbarrassnent.

PAUL (OS.)
Rabbi .

GAMALI EL
Do not speak unless permtted.

PAUL
Pl ease. Allow ne to answer.

Ganul i el approaches an aisle where Paul (early 20s) awaits.

GAMALI EL
Speak.

PAUL
A person under oath is forbidden to
wal k near tonbs. He cannot use a
razor on his head and nust abstain
from anything that would drive him
drunk. Grapes, w ne, and vinegar
shoul d all be avoi ded.

GAMALI EL
Vel | done.
Ganal i el unveils scroll
GAMALI EL
We shall continue our study from

| sai ah.
EXT. COLONNADE - DAY
Students exit room Paul and Ganaliel tread a stone wal kway.
GAMALI EL

Young man, your know edge of the |aw
i's much appreci at ed.

PAUL
My goal is to one day becone a rabbi
Li ke you.

GAMALI EL

A rabbi is an ordinary nman. Never
forget this truth



PAUL
Yes, rabbi.

Ganal i el halts near end of col onnade overl ooki ng Jerusal em
GAMAL | EL

(1 ooks to city)
| believe great things are in store

for you. 1 also believe your parents
can say. .
(to Paul)

... They've brought you up bl amel ess
before the | aw

BACK TO SCENE
| NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY
Paul scratches his knee.

PAUL
The School of Hllel was life
changing. | was enriched in doctrinal
aspects of the law. Interpreting
holy scripture becane easier. Mre
nat ur al

FABI US
Interesting, but pointless if the
words are not divine.

FLASHBACK TGO
EXT. HOUSE - DAY

EXT. HOUSE - DAY

PAUL (late 20s) builds a tent in the backyard. ABIGAIL (m d-
20s), flowi ng black hair, pious jewel with a soothing aura,
enmerges froma back door

ABI GAI L
Mot her told nme you plan to join a
group of nen.

Paul doesn’t cease worKki ng.

ABI GAI L
Does fat her agree?



Paul |ays down a hamer.

ABI GAI L
Fighting them feels wong.

He wi pes his forehead with a cloth.

PAUL
Are you conpassi onate toward those
fool s?

ABI GAI L

I only question your heart.
Paul swi ngs around on his stool. He stands to approach her.

PAUL
My notives are pure.

ABI GAI L
How do you know, Saul ?

PAUL
Because | follow the word of God
Whi ch clearly describes what happens
to unbel i evers.

ABI GAI L
But they are not given a chance!

PAUL
They had anpl e opportunity! They
chose ot herwi sel!

ABI GAI L
You cannot believe that to be true.
Not for everyone.

PAUL
| do, Abigail! As should you

ABI GAI L
No! God desires us to conme to him
t hrough | ove! What you speak of is

puni shnment .

PAUL
It is not | who speaks but God!
shall do Hs will! Watever the
consequences!

Abi gai | backs away from Paul .



ABI GAI L
O course you will.

Paul sits on the stool. He picks up his hammer and a sharp
st ake.

PAUL
On the day of judgnent | wll have
not hing to hide.

ABI GAI L
What is nore inportant? Being
bl anel ess... or reaching out in |ove?

Paul | ooks off to his side.

PAUL
Al'l who stand agai nst God receive
their reward.

Paul resunes his work.

ABI GAI L
Sone people may be resisting your
interpretation of the |aw

PAUL
Let themresist. See what happens.

ABI GAI L
They shoul d be | oved. Not punished.

Paul stops the work.

PAUL
Perhaps | am bl i nd.

He scoffs with a chuckl e.

ABI GAI L
O you choose sinply not to see.

Abi gail bends down and picks up a large section of goat hair.
She drops the hair near her brother.

ABI GAI L
May God be with you in your tent
maki ng.
Abi gai | stonps away.

Paul | ooks back at her as she | eaves.



EXT. JERUSALEM GATE - DAY
CROND lingers near an outside city wall.

Bl oodt hirsty nmen drop outer garnents at Paul's feet (30s).
They join in on hurling stones at STEPHEN (30s).

PROTESTOR
Brothers, this man has done not hi ng
wr ong!

STONER 1

He has conmitted bl aspheny! In front
of everyone!

STONER 2
No one asked for your counsel!

St ephen' s bl oody knees hit the earth.

STEPHEN
Lord Jesus, receive ny spirit.

Stoner 1 picks up a large rock

STEPHEN
Do not hold this sin against theml

Rock strikes his head.

St ephen | ands on his back. Motionless.
EXT. JERUSALEM STREET - NI GHT

Ful I noon.

Paul (33) holds a torch. He flounces toward a house with an
ANGRY MOB punching air.

Paul pounds on door.

MOB MAN 1
Knock the door down!

MOB MAN 2
Drag themout, Saul!

Paul bangs tw ce nore.
PAUL

We were told this house announces
Jesus the Nazarene as nessi ah!



Paul backs away.
Mob busts through and i nvades.
| NT. HOUSE - NI GHT

Men di scover a CHRI STI AN MAN (30s), WOVAN (30s), and YOUNG
BOY (6) crouched in a closet room

They encircle the famly.

CHRI STI AN WOVAN
Pl ease! No!

They force her up. She resists. Falls.
Paul approaches fromrear, only man not | aughi ng.

CHRI STI AN WOVAN
Don't take us! Pl easel

YOUNG BOY
Mot her !

CHRI STI AN WOVAN
Keep cl ose, son.

CHRI STI AN MAN
Do no harmto ny famly! Only take
me!

MOB MAN 1
W will do as we wi sh!

PAUL
Are you of the Christ?!

Man gl ances to his wife. She nods, pursing her I|ips.

PAUL
What is your answer?!

Man squeezes his wife's hand.

CHRI STI AN MAN
W will not reject him

Paul turns for door.

Mob sei zes the man and wonan.



10.

Paul eyes the crying boy. His face is expressionless as a
man grabs the child from behi nd.

MONTAGE

- A group drags a STOUT MAN, STOUT MAN' S WFE, and TEEN
DAUGHTER from their house and onto street.

- Several CHRISTIANS in chains trudge into carriage barred
with iron poles.

Paul waves the captives.

PAUL
This is what happens to Christians
who obey Jesus of Nazareth! A false
teacher! A heretic!

END OF MONTAGE
| NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY
Paul rubs his forehead.

PAUL
| now | ook to what |ies ahead.

FABI US
Do you feel guilt?

Paul | eans agai nst rocky wall.

PAUL
I have tal ked enough.

FABI US
I'd like to hear nore.

PAUL
Pati ence, |egionary.

Fabi us punches Paul in chin. He kicks prisoner in rib cage.
Twi ce.

Paul rolls onto side.
Fabi us draws dagger. He slices across Paul's left arm

Paul yelps. He covers wound with opposite palm Huddl es
like a frightened ani nmal.



11.

FABI US
| have carried arnor up many hills!
Many nights |'ve hungered for food!
Patience is not something | |ack.

PAUL
There is sonething m ssing.

Fabi us directs dagger at Paul.

FABI US
Tell me, Christian. Prophesy. Wat
isit?

PAUL

You want to truly know?

FABI US
But of course! Wiy would | waste mny
breath?! Spit it out! What do |
| ack!?

PAUL
The bl ood of Christ.

Fabi us twi ce kicks Paul in upper back.
FABI US
No nore fresh blood is availablel A
man can only give so nmuch before he
dries up!

Fabi us sheat hes dagger. He chuckles, heading for exit.

FABI US
Your story is interesting.
Fabi us | ooks about room taking it all in.
FABI US
Pri soner.

I NT. BARRACKS - NI GHT

Fabius pulls off his breastplate. He places it on a rock
shelf wth other arnor pieces.

CASSI US (40s), craggy face, course jester in the crowd, sneaks
up behi nd Fabi us.

CASSI US
How i s your prisoner behavi ng?



12.

Fabius jolts, startled. He places sheathed sword against a
wooden bench

FABI US
Condemmed.

Cassi us cackles. He smacks Fabi us on the shoul der.

CASSI US
Di d the babbl er say anything?

FABI US
Not hi ng i nportant.

Fabi us takes off his shin pieces.

FABI US
He nostly tal ked about his past. He
is a leader for the Christians.

CASSI US
One of those, is he? Don't let him
eat your flesh. Drink your bl ood!
(snaps fingers)

Hurry up, Fabius. [|'mgrow ng old.
FABI US
Have | ever been swift at taking it
of f?
CASSI US
Never !

INT. FABIUS'S FLAT - N GHT

Not extrenely |avish, but confortable enough.

At a table, CAMLLA (24) pours salt into a jar. Sultry by
nature, she harnesses a conniving wit when a situation deens
it appropriate.

Door swi ngs open. She kneels with head bowed in reverence.

FABI US
Ri se.

Cam |l a conplies.

CAM LLA
How was your day, my |ove?



FABI US
Worthy of recognition
woul d be proud.

Camilla inserts a piece of ham
i n anot her slice.

13.

M ghty Jupiter

Covers with salt. She puts

From Fabi us's forefinger conmes a gold ring.

FABI US

I heard an entertaining tale today.

He | ays ring on table.

CAM LLA
May | ask from who?

Camilla tops off jar with salt.

FABI US

A prisoner |'ve been assigned to

guard.
Fabi us reclines on a plush sofa.

FABI US

H's nane is Paul. A Hebrew. Yet he
hol ds Roman citizenship.

CAM LLA

A Hebrew wi th Roman citizenship?
What is next? Hebrews occupying

seats in the senate?

FABI US

| thought it strange mnyself.

Camilla treks to a lit candle on a stand. She sparks an

unlit candl e nearby.
Fabi us approaches Cam || a.

FABI US
You' re a goddess.

She gives Fabius a dazzling smle.

CAM LLA
O course | am

Camlla returns candl e to stand.



14.

FABI US
Hol di ng pride in your appearance?

Fingertips fondly caress his shoul der blades. Her |ips neet
his. Tenderly.

EXT. BALCONY - SAME

Fabi us | eans over rail. Urban | andscape | oons.

I NT. PRI SON CELL - SAME
Paul rolls on his side, trying to sleep. His body jerks.

FLASHBACK TGO
EXT. HOUSE - N GHT

Paul (33) grips JONASH S throat (40s). Bound Christians are
being | ed away by a group.

PAUL
What has Christ given you!? O her
than pain!? Suffering!?

JONASH
He has forgiven ny sins.

PAUL
Bl asphemy! He has done not hi ng but
poi son your m nd!
EXT. SYNAGOGUE COURT - DAY

Agai nst a wooden post Paul (43) is shackled. H's naked chest
t ouches wood.

SYNAGOGUE SERVANT (40s) possess a whip enbedded with bone
pi eces and pottery shards. Several ONLOCKERS observe.

Servant cracks whip.

Strands peel apart Paul's flesh.

Paul enbraces post. C oses eyes.

BACK TO PRESENT

Paul lays on side. A tear streans down cheek.

PAUL
Bl essed father in heaven..



15.
I NT. NERO S CHAMBER - DAY
Fi ve SOLDI ERS guard throne of NERO (30), a twi sted
nmegal omani ac with cropped bl onde hair, expensive purple robes,
and gol den crown. An expert in terror and subtle
mani pul ati on.

Septi nus bows.

NERO
Ri se.
Septi nus obeys.
NERO
Has your sol di er engaged hi nf
SEPTI MUS
Yes. The man has been retelling his
life story.
NERO
Tell the soldier...his nanme escapes
ne.
SEPTI MUS

Fabi us Meri di as.

NERO
Tell Meridias | desire conplete
know edge on where the Christians
gather. Qur livelihood, our very
survi val, decrees we destroy any
cults seen as dangerous.

SEPTI MUS
WIIl his citizenship pose a problenf?

NERO
Christians and their petty assets,
ny dear centurion.

I NT. PRI SON CELLS AREA - DAY

LINUS (35) linps to cell opening. An injured left leg, but
naturally clunsy in both speech and novenent. He peers

i nsi de. ..

I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY

Paul , against wall, |ooks up.



They hug.

PAUL
Li nus?

LI NUS
My friend!

LI NUS

I was lucky to find you!

PAUL
How are you, brother?

LI NUS
As good as can be expected.

PAUL
How about the brethren?

LI NUS
Steadfast. Doing what is right.
Qur faith is as strong as an ox! A
heal thy ox, that is.

PAUL
Good.

LI NUS
Do they treat you well?

PAUL
Vel | enough.

LI NUS
God be praised. Brother, | have

news. Your sister plans to see you.

PAUL
My sister?

LI NUS
Yes. Word reached us a few days
ago. She travels w th Barnabas.

Paul |ooks off. He regains focus.

PAUL
Pl ease tell the others | would |ike
to visit with them

16.



17.

LI NUS
| shall.

Li nus gives Paul a hug.

PAUL
Li nus, do not bribe again.

Li nus bobs a confirmation. Quilty as charged.

LI NUS
Keep strong.

I NT. PRI SON CELLS CORRI DOR - DAY
Linus exits. Two PRI SON GUARDS (30s) watch hi m hobbl e away.

Fabi us appr oaches.

FABI US
Who was that man?

PRI SON GUARD 1
He was a...record keeper.

PRI SON GUARD 2
For the prison conmander

Fabi us snorts.

Guard 1 opens the door.
Fabi us enters.

Guards shrug. Snicker

I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY
Fabi us struts inside.

Paul presses against wall.

PAUL
Good norni ng, Fabi us.

Fabi us punches Paul. Slaps him He puts Paul in a head | ock.
Squeezes tight.

FABI US
W are not friends. | amto guard
you, and you are to remain a prisoner
under my control.



18.

FABI US
Address nme as | egionary! Nothing
el se.

Fabi us rel eases | ock.
Wth both arns Paul waps his |egs.

PAUL
Very wel | .

Fabi us, bew | dered by |ack of rebuttal, screws up his face.

FLASHBACK TGO

EXT. TEMPLE - DAY
SUPER: 35 A.D. JERUSALEM

MORDECAI (50s), chief priest, hands over a packet of parchnent
letters to Paul (33).

MORDECAI
Three men wi ||l acconpany you

PAUL
Wul d you like us to bring back al
t he bl aspheners? O do you wi sh for
only a certain anount?

MORDECAI
Bring themall.

EXT. BARREN ROAD - DAY
THREE MEN travel wi th Paul .

ASSI STI NG MAN 2
Have you ever visited Damascus?

ASSI STI NG MAN 3
A few tines.

ASSI STI NG MAN 1
How | ong are we to stay?

PAUL
As long as it takes.

A BRI GHT LI GHT from heaven shi nes around them

Paul falls, covering his face. The nen follow suit.



ASSI STI NG MAN 2
Where does the Iight cone fronf!

ASSI STI NG MAN 3
What i s happeni ng?

JESUS (O S.)
Saul , Saul, why are you persecuting
me?

PAUL

Who are you, Lord?!

JESUS (O S.)
I am Jesus of Nazareth, who you are
persecuting. Rise. Enter the city.
You will be told what you nust do.

PAUL (V.Q)
He told ne | would becone a servant
and a witness. Teaching nmen and
woren about forgiveness.

Li ght vani shes.
Dazed men venture over to Paul.
Paul touches around his eyes in confusion.

ASSI STI NG MAN 2
W saw the light, Saul.

ASSI STI NG MAN 1
Are you alright?

PAUL
Did...did any of you hear hinf

ASSI STI NG MAN 1
Yes, but we could not understand
anything said. 1t was very strange.

Paul puts his arms out, stunbling in a circle.

PAUL
| can't see.

ASSI STI NG MAN 1
VWhat ?

PAUL
l...1 can't see!



ASSI STI NG MAN 3
How can t hat be?

Man 1 and 2 take hold of Paul. They | ead hi mdown road.

ASSI STI NG MAN 1
Danmascus is on the horizon, Saul.

ASSI STI NG MAN 2
W will guide you al ong.

PAUL (V.Q)
My heart was torn. | felt confused.
Scattered. M beliefs, ny lifestyle,
even ny existence | came to question.

I NT. BEDROOM - N GHT

Paul lays on a bed inside the house of JUDAS (40s), plunp.
Jagged around the edges, he showcases a friendly spirit.

JUDAS
A bright light?

ASSI STI NG MAN 1
Brighter than the sun

JUDAS
| npossi ble. You speak as if you're
drunk on w ne!

ASSI STI NG MAN 1
Wne? No. W are fully sober

JUDAS
Fine. You are sober. So why didn't
you or the others becone as he did?

ASSI STI NG MAN 1
W honestly do not know.

JUDAS
You al so said a voice was heard.

ASSI STI NG MAN 1
It was unclear, but yes, we heard
one.

ASSI STI NG MAN 2
Does he have perm ssion to stay here?



21.

JUDAS
W1l four days be I ong enough?

ASSI STI NG MAN 2
More or | ess.

ASSI STI NG MAN 1
Qur duty awaits. W nust | eave.

They | eave the hone.

JUDAS
Wul d you |like sonething to eat?

Paul rolls on his side away from Judas.

PAUL (V.Q)
For three days | was blind.

I NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Paul slowly paces. He extends his hands to make certain he
won't bunp into anything.

PAUL (V.Q)
| neither ate nor drank. Nourishnent
was the least of ny worries. | was
nmeditating on things far nore

i mportant.

Paul haphazardly steps over to a chair. He touches it.
Carefully pl ops down.

| NT. KITCHEN - N GHT
At table Judas and Paul reside.
Judas directs Paul's armto a bow filled with | eavened bread.

JUDAS
Eat sonet hi ng.

Paul recoils.

Judas si ghs.

I NT. BEDROOM - N GHT

Paul | eans agai nst bed edge. He bows in contenplation.

PAUL
Am | to continue in this condition?



PAUL
Up until now...l have lived in good
consci ence of the law. Pl ease.
@Quide nme. Show ne the righteous
path. Lead me forward. | amwlling.

Teardrops escape his eyes. He chokes up.

PAUL
I amwilling.

Paul batters the bed with fists.

PAUL
I amwilling! | amwlling, |ord!

Paul | ooks to ceiling. Yells. Lowers his face onto bed.

Sobs.

Judas encroaches.

Paul does not censor.

Judas recedes.

I NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT (VI SION)

ANANI AS (50s), superior balance in street wi sdom and the
phi | osophi cal, grey beard, lightly touches Paul's head.

PAUL (V.Q)
A vision came. | was shown a nan
He conmes into ny room Lays his
hands on me so that | mght regain

ny sight.
I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Ananias reclines in a chair. Lit candles surround him

JESUS (V.Q)
Anani as.

Anani as drops a parchment manuscript in his |ap.

ANANI AS
| am here, lord.

JESUS (V.Q)
Rise. Go to the street called
Straight. At the house of Judas
| ook for a man of Tarsus naned Saul

22.



JESUS (V.Q) ()
Behol d, he is praying. He has seen
a vision. A nman cones in and |ays
his hands on him By doing so, he
regai ns his sight.

ANANI AS
Lord, | have heard about this man.
How much evil he has done to the
saints in Jerusalem He has authority
fromthe chief priests to inprison
fromhere all who call on your nane.

JESUS (V.Q)
Go! For he is a chosen instrunent
of m ne.
EXT. HOUSE - N GHT
Anani as exits.
JESUS (O S.)

I will show hi mhow nuch he nust
suffer for my nane's sake.

| NT. HOUSEHOLD - NI GHT
Anani as taps on door. Judas answers.

JUDAS
Yes?

ANANI AS
|'mhere for Saul of Tarsus.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Judas lingers in doorway.
Anani as clutches one of Paul's arnms with both hands.

ANANI AS
Saul , the Lord Jesus, who appeared
to you on the road, has sent ne so
that you may regain your sight and
be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Bl ack scales fall fromPaul's eyes. Paul scans roomin
amazenent .

PAUL

23.



24.
Paul | ooks upon Anani as.

PAUL
| can see.

ANANI AS
Do you now see the truth?

Paul affirns with a nod.

ANANI AS
Wiy tarry any |longer? Arise and be
bapti zed.

Paul stretches out a hand.
Anani as seizes it.
EXT. R VER - N GHT

Paul dons a white robe. Ananias and himare wai st deep. He
hol ds Paul around the wai st.

Judas loiters at river bank with a fiery torch.

ANANI AS
Saul of Tarsus, do you confess Jesus
Christ as the Son of God?

PAUL
Wth all ny mnd, heart, and soul.

ANANI AS
I now baptize you in the nane of the
Fat her, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Anani as dunks Paul for a brief nonent.
Paul rises. He wi pes hair away fromhis face, shivering.

ANANI AS
Wel cone to the fold, brother.

Anani as pats Paul .

PAUL (V.Q)
I medi ately afterwards | ate bread.
Drank water.

FABIUS (V.Q)
Sol diers go without food for days at
a tine.



FABIUS (V.0O) ()
Especially during battle, as food
can be a weakness. Makes a man
sl uggi sh.

BACK TO SCENE
I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY
Paul signals to hinself.

PAUL
Maybe | coul d pass for a soldier.

FABI US
In a dream anything is possible.

PAUL
Are you certain | cannot?

FABI US
Absolutely! You are an old man! An
old man who cannot w eld even the
smal | est of swords!

Paul chuckles in self-depreciation

PAUL
| surrender.

Fabi us motions to cell with both hands.
FABI US

Surrender? | think not. But that
does strike nmy curiosity.

PAUL
How so?
FABI US
Vll, if you are in here, where are

ot her disciples of your faith? |If
everyone was as radical as you they
woul d al so be inprisoned. Therefore,
t hey must be hiding.

PAUL

| cannot judge another person's heart.

FABI US
| wonder where they neet. Perhaps
sonewhere private.

25.



26.

Paul doesn't bite. Fabius sighs.

FLASHBACK TGO

EXT. H LLSIDE - DAY
At |ower elevation lies busy city of Danmascus.

Paul (33) reclines with his eyes closed in nmeditation. Beside
Paul is Ananias, gazing at city.

PAUL (V.Q)
| stayed with the disciples in
Damascus for several days.

FABIUS (V.Q)
When did you change your name to
Paul ?

PAUL (V.Q.)
VWiile in the city. Wich seened
proper, due to ny fierce reputation

Paul opens his eyes.

PAUL
I don't know if | have enough
strength.

Anani as showcases a qui zzi cal | ook.

PAUL

To do what nust be done.
ANANI AS

Be gentle on yourself.
PAUL

Easi er said than done.

ANANI AS
These things take tine. Something
is going to happen very soon
Sonet hi ng unpl easant .

Paul leans in, wanting nore detail.

ANANI AS
A man's deeds follow him Vet her
he wants themto or not.
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I NT. UPPER ROOM - DAY
A group of MEN | ounge in a space.
Anani as and Paul are isolated in corner. Men sneer at Paul .

PAUL (V.Q)
My reputation had preceded ne. Even
with Ananias by ny side it was
difficult to gain their trust.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Paul prays over bed.

PAUL (V.Q)
Much of ny tinme was spent seeking
gui dance.

EXT. JUPI TER TEMPLE - DAY
Peopl e nove t hrough | arge ornate entranceway.

PAUL
Ananias, the life | was
[iving...should I purge it fromny
menory?

ANANI AS
God controls our past. Learn what
| essons you can fromthere. Renenber
everything finds its place.

PAUL

I won't ever forget you.
ANANI AS

Nor will | forget you.

Anani as grabs hold of Paul's shoul der.

ANANI AS
You have increased ny faith.

EXT. DESERT - DAY
Paul rides a canel.

PAUL (V.Q)
Soon afterwards | traveled to Arabia.
For a few years | meditated on how
ny |ife had changed.



EXT.

Paul

EXT.

Paul

EXT.

Paul

BACK
I NT.

Paul

Paul

DESERT QASI S - DAY
cones upon an oasis. His beard is in ful

PAUL (V.Q)
The ri ghteousness | thought was ny
own was actually God's.

OASI S POND - DAY
spl ashes refreshing liquid onto his face.

PAUL (V.Q)
| understood what | had becone. A
chief of sinners. Yet he died for
nme.

DESERT - NI GHT
ri des canel toward a gl owi ng sunset.

PAUL (V.Q)
Wuld you like to hear a sad truth?

TO SCENE
PRI SON CELL - DAY
| eans i n near Fabi us.

PAUL
The God | thought | was fighting for
I was actually fighting against. |
feel I may never fully understand
the depth of his |ove.

FABI US
Your hatred for the Christians was
deep.

PAUL

It was beyond deep.

FABI US
| have three brothers and one sister.
How about you?

is taken aback.

PAUL
One sister.

bl oom

28.
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FABI US
Just one? In ny experience the nore
siblings there are the nore exciting
life becomes. Me, ny sister and
br ot hers shared many fond menori es.
On one occasi on ny youngest brother
crushed two fingers of mne with a

rock.
PAUL
Were you angry?
FABI US
Furious! | wanted to break two of

his fingers. Crush them
Fabi us stares into a corner. Rem niscing.

FABI US
My brothers and | were working in
the fields. A group of nen came.
Snat ched ny youngest brother. Sold
himinto slavery. He was seven years
old. W never saw hi m again.

Fabius grabs a dirt clunp. Throws it against a wall.

FABI US
For a long tinme | felt responsible.
My guilt kept the hatred at bay.
Over tine, sonething unexpected crept
in. Everything I felt becane a
di stant nmenory. Lost in tine.

PAUL
You began to feel nothing.

Fabi us acknow edges with a vul nerable glance. As soon as
Fabi us shows it, he steals it back.

PAUL
I know. All too well. M heart
goes out to you.

Fabi us rubs his watery eyes before a tear escapes.

PAUL
After Arabia, | returned to Danascus,
hopi ng nmy reputati on had becone | ess

vol atil e.

FLASHBACK TGO
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I NT. SYNAGOGUE - DAY

Paul (late 30s) preaches near a high platformwhere scripture
is read. SCRIBES, PHARI SEES, and CHI EF PRI ESTS are present.

PAUL
Believe ny words! For | do not speak
on my own authority. | amhere to

proclaimJesus the Christ is the Son
of God. The God who delivered the
Israelites out of Egypt.

BACK TO SCENE
I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY
Paul points to hinself.

PAUL
They tried to refute ny message. A
few believed. Ohers took it as
words froma fool

FABI US
W sdom of ten appears wi se to those
who give it.
FLASHBACK TO
EXT. AGORA - DAY

Paul (late 30s) has nen and wonen huddl ed around him

PAUL
The ki ngdom of God is not of this
world! It is not built with stones.

Overlaid with gold or silver. No.
The ki ngdomis everlasting!

A few nen grimace at Paul.
EXT. DAMASCUS SYNAGOGUE - DAY

Three men conspire anongst thensel ves whil e Paul speaks to a
group near entrance.

PAUL (V.Q.)
A plot soon arose. A few nen sought
to nurder ne.
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EXT. ALLEY - N CGHT
Three ASSAI LANTS hide near a gate, ready to pounce.

ASSAI LANT 1
W' ve been waiting a long tine.

ASSAI LANT 2
Si | ence yourself.

ASSAI LANT 1
How about the other gates? Perhaps
t hey caught him

ASSAI LANT 2

Qur task is to watch this one. Now

stay silent!
EXT. OUTER WALL TOP PLATFORM - NI GHT
Anani as and AARON (early 40s), crooked teeth, wiry in frame
and persona, secure a basket trolley systemin an opening
connected to outer wall.
Anani as, al ongsi de Paul, surveys area.

Aaron verifies basket is secure. He adjusts rope.

AARON
W' re ready.

ANANI AS
Paul . ..

PAUL

| stayed in Arabia far too |ong.
Pl ease forgive ne.

ANANI AS
You need not ask for forgiveness.

The two men hug.

PAUL
Thank you. For everything.
ANANI AS
May your days be fruitful in God's
Vi neyar d.
AARON

We cannot wait nuch | onger.
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PAUL
Thank you for doing this.

Aaron gives a joking smle.

AARON
It's the | east we coul d do.

Aaron pats Paul on shoul der.

AARON
Go with God.

PAUL
Say a prayer for nme. Jerusalemis
not a short wal k away.

AARON
We shal | .

Paul gets inside basket.

Aaron | owers Paul down with rope. Paul waves. Ananias
returns gesture.

FABIUS (V.0Q)
Cl ever plan.

EXT. FIELD - N GHT
Paul jogs away. Basket lifts up in background.

FABIUS (V.Q)
Did they di scover how you escaped?

PAUL (V.Q)
I never learned if they did.

BACK TO SCENE
INT. PRISON CELL - DAY

Paul picks dried dirt off his ankles.

PAUL
After an extended period | arrived
in Jerusalem | tried to join the
di sci pl es.

FABI US

Did they accept you?



PAUL
Not at first.

FABI US
| understand their reasoning. |If an
enemy swears all egiance to Rone, the
al | egi ance doesn't nean he is
truthful. 1t is words. Nothing
nore. Proof is required.

PAUL
Preci sely what | needed.

EXT. STREET - DAY

Paul

beyond neasure, maneuver through crowd.

PAUL (V.Q)
A man naned Barnabas took ne to the
apostl es and. ..

FABIUS (V.0Q)
Apostles? | don't understand the
wor d.

PAUL (V.Q)
Men chosen as representatives for
Christ during his time on Earth.
There were originally twelve.

BARNABAS

They are very eager to neet you.
PAUL

For the right reasons, | hope.
BARNABAS

Have faith, brother

I NT. UPPER ROOM - DAY

Paul

and Barnabas present before a group of nen.

BARNABAS
You nmust learn to trust in nmen
brothers. This nan saw Jesus on the
road to Damascus. Qur savior talked
with hinl Told himwhat work he
nmust do for the kingdom

33.

FLASHBACK TGO

(late 30s) and BARNABAS (30s), often carefree, courage
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BARNABAS
He has done nuch for Christ in
Damascus! Preaching the word of
God! So please. Don't count him as
an eneny. Count himas a brother.

BACK TO SCENE
| NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY
Fabi us stretches out his arns.

PAUL
Each day brought a new | evel of trust.
| was grateful for Barnabas.

FABI US
Wait, | amcurious. How did you
initially find out where they net?

PAUL
Anani as was a man of many tal ents.
Hi s connecti ons were noteworthy.

FLASHBACK TO
EXT. TEMPLE - DAY
Paul (late 30s) preaches to a group

PAUL
The sacrifice Jesus nmade does not
|ast for a year. Far be it that he
is conpared to animal sacrifices.
For his sacrifice endures forever.
Praise to our savior and his father
on hi gh!

Peopl e reason anong t hensel ves.
FABIUS (V.Q)
Once saved, is it possible for someone
to lose their salvation given by a
god?
BACK TO SCENE
I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY

Paul affirns with a nod.
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PAUL
The lord will judge everyone according
to their works.

FABI US
VWhen?

PAUL
On judgnent day. Everyone will be
there. Those small and great. The
wi se. The unw se. Kings.

FABI US
Even | 7?
PAUL
Do you fall into a category | said?
FABI US
| do.
PAUL

Then you will be there.

FABI US
Does absolute truth even exist? |If
not, what use is there for judgnment?

PAUL
We cannot save ourselves. |f we
could then there would be no need
for Christ. O God. O even a day
of judgnent.

FABI US
Fate is at ny commuand, prisoner. No
one el se.

PAUL

W all make a choice.
FLASHBACK TO:
EXT. WALKWAY - JERUSALEM - DAY
Paul (40s) paces with two nen.

PAUL (V.Q)
| spoke with the Greek Hellenists.

FABIUS (V.Q)
Most Greeks will dispute anything.
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| NT. ROOM - DAY
JAMES (30s), high strung, visits with Barnabas and Paul .

JAMES
News reached our ears earlier today.
A few Hel | enists seek to harm you.
Qur plan is to set you off to

Caesar ea.
PAUL

Are you com ng al ong, James?
JAMES

I rmust stay here.
BACK TO SCENE
I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY
Fabi us i nspects his sword's sharp netal.
FABI US
Hel ps to have friends. Especially

when nmen woul d |i ke your head on a
spear.

FLASHBACK TO:
EXT. ROAD NEAR MEDI TERRANEAN SEA - DAY
SUPER: 40 A.D.
Paul (38) hikes.

PAUL (V.Q)
| traveled to Tarsus.

I NT. HOUSE - DAY

Sunlight flows in through open wi ndows. SIMXN (60s), anger-
ri dden on his best day, paces room Paul's nother, MARTHA
(60s), submissive to a fault, watches in di smay.

PAUL
Fat her, please, heed nmy words.
SI MON
ther nust surrender to his son?

A fa
I think not!



PAUL
Do you not even seek to chal |l enge
what you believe?

SI MON
Chal | enge yours, son! \What evidence
is there?

PAUL

My evidence is clear.

SI MON
What is it? Where is it?!

PAUL
| am evi dence.

SI MON
You shoul d have kept persecuting!

Martha, in tears, vacates room

PAUL
| now know an eternal truth.

SI MON
Eternal truth?

Paul attenpts to place a hand on his father's shoul der.
Si non shrugs it off.

PAUL
W find eternal l|ife through Christ.

SI MON
Now you are boasting about eternal
life with your newfound faith!? Are

you mad! ?
PAUL
Pl ease, father..
SI MON

Leave this house! Now
EXT. HOUSE - DAY

Paul swi ngs open door. Abigail (md-30s) trudges toward
house holding a fruit basket.

ABI GAI L
Saul ?

37.



PAUL
Abi gai | ?

sets basket down. They enbrace.

ABI GAI L
It has been far too |ong, brother!

PAUL
It has indeed! How have you been?

ABI GAI L
I"ve been well. | amworking in the
mar ket pl ace. A tanner was needi ng
sone hel p.

PAUL
G ad to hear you are keepi ng busy.

ABI GAI L
What brings you back?

PAUL
| needed to speak with father and
not her. The begi nning of our visit
was a joyful reunion, but...

ABI GAI L
Di d sonet hi ng happen?

PAUL
You need not concern yourself,
Abi gai | .

ABI GAI L
| want to know.
PAUL
Then cone with ne. | wll show you
ABI GAI L
Wher e?
PAUL

Anywhere the gospel of Christ needs
to be taught.

ABI GAI L
Are you...a Christian?

PAUL
Yes.
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ABI GAl L

Now | see what troubles them
PAUL

Cone with ne, Abigail. Please.
ABI GAl L

Let me think on it, brother.

Abi gai | heads for house.

PAUL
You were right.
She turns.
PAUL
You spoke your heart. | didn't
l[isten. It was wong. All of it.

Abi gail enters house.
EXT. AGORA - DAY
SUPER: Jer usal em

Paul (38) works as a tentnaker with equipnent.

A LOCAL MAN (30s) interacts with Paul. Paul notions to

accessories and tools on table.

PAUL (V.Q)
| proclained the gospel to those who
sought ny business. If a soul wanted

to hear nore | had conpassion. An
intense desire to share with them
the crucified Christ.

EXT. AVPH THEATER OUTER CORRI DOR - DAY

Ganal i el (70s) converses with two PHARI SEES (50s).

breezes past a few pillars.
Paul slinks around a pillar to reveal hinself.

PAUL (O S.)
G eeti ngs.

They turn.

Gamal i el touches his chest.

Trio
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GAVALI EL
He desires a word with ne.

PHARI SEE 1
Very wel | .

The two Phari sees | eave.

GAMALI EL
| heard you' ve becone the very thing
you swore to destroy.

PAUL
Qur lives change.

GAMALI EL
What evi dence exists? A man hangs
on a cross for a few believers. He
is taken down. Buried in an ordinary
tonb. What else is there? Except
lies!? Deceit!

PAUL
Jesus was raised the third day.

Ganal i el shakes his head in disappointnent.

GAMALI EL
Such a pitiful waste.

PAUL
Understand this, Gamaliel. His
crucifixion is clearly seen in the
prophecies. Even his ascension to
heaven was prophesied! O course
you know this. Yet you will not

bel i eve.

GAMALI EL
If his followers possess an enpty
faith they will fail. They wll

cease to exi st!

PAUL
What if nmy brothers and | act on the
true intentions of God? What is
your response?

GAMALI EL
No response is required for
hypocri tes.



PAUL
W se teacher, please. Accept it.
Qur nmessiah lived anong us. Died on
the cross! For you and |

GAMALI EL
Bl asphenmy! He has not entered our
m dst yet!
Staring contest ensues.
PAUL
Farewel |, Gamali el .
Paul retreats.
PAUL (V.Q)

| severed ties with a nman who coul d
have acconmpli shed nmuch for Christ.

BACK TO SCENE
I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY
Fabi us spins his golden ring.

PAUL
| shall tell the rest of ny
experiences tonorrow.

FABI US
Man of Tarsus?

PAUL
Yes, |egionary?

FABI US
Where do Roman Christians neet?

PAUL
They nmove. From house to house.

FABI US
No permanent | ocation?

PAUL
Only heaven above.

Fabius smirks at witty reply.
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I NT. BARRACKS - NI GHT
Fabi us sheds his arnmor. Still slow
Cassius sips water froma clay cup.
Fabius throws a dagger into a wooden board. Twists it out.

CASSI US
Fi ni sh dressing before the night
escapes us. M stomach grow s.

FABI US
One nore throw

Fabius returns to throw ng position.
Cassi us holds up a finger.

CASSI US
Only one.

Fabi us throws. Lands dead on.

CASSI US
Learn anyt hing of interest?

FABI US
Fromthe Christian?

CASSI US
Assi gnnent you have held for what
seens a lifetinme. O course, Fabi us.

Fabi us inserts dagger into sheath. He |ays weapon on shelf.

FABI US
Not hi ng not ewort hy.

Fabi us dons outer cloak. Slips into his sandals.

CASSI US
Not surprising. A man runs out of
stories to tell sooner or |ater.
Unl ess he keeps conpany with whores!

Cassi us grabs onto Fabi us's upper arnmns.
CASSI US

Cone! Let's eat and act as gods!
Drink wi ne! Sing songs!
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FABI US
Exactly in that order

Cassius grabs his friend s cheeks.

CASSI US
Cl ever man!

Fabi us swats Cassi us's hands.
EXT. CITY - N GHT
SUPER: City of Three Inns

Bar nabas (50s) wears a ragged brown cl oak. Abigail (late
60s) has graying hair yet still holds a youthful appearance
for her age. They arrive at inn entrance.

BARNABAS
W shall | odge here.

ABI GAl L
Are we cl ose?

BARNABAS
Al nost half a day's wal k. Wen we
arrive in Rome a disciple will neet
us at the east entrance gate.

ABI GAI L
Bar nabas?
BARNABAS
Yes, Abigail?
ABI GAI L
Do you grieve for hin®
BARNABAS
God has brought Paul to where he is
for the sake of the cross. It is

honor abl e.
| NT. TAVERN - NI GHT

SCOLDI ERS enjoy festivities time with food and drink. Anobng
t hem are Cassius, Fabius, and Septi nus.

SOLDI ER 1
Gory to the gods!

All soldiers raise their drinks. Al but Fabius shout...



SOLDI ERS
G ory!

Sol diers chug liquid. Fabius eats a neat slice.

Septinus bites into a | arge chicken drunsti ck.

SOLDI ER 1
How about those wonmen outside!?
SOLDI ER 2
They | ook good enough to eat.
CASSI US
Not only for eating. Qher things
t oo!
Sol di ers | augh.
SEPTI MUS

How di d everything go today?

FABI US
He continues to share experiences
related to his spiritual crusade.

SEPTI MUS
What about their |ocation?

FABI US
He says they nove from house to house.
Meet at a certain place for a specific
amount of time. They then nove
sonewhere el se. Cycle repeats.

SEPTI MUS
Seens sporadi c.

FABI US
That's the idea.

SEPTI MUS
Caesar will not be pleased.

Cassi us over hears.

CASSI US
Go with courage, centurion!

Cassi us salutes Septinus with his drink.

44,
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SEPTI MUS
At his core, Caesar is an
under st andi ng nan.

CASSI US
He understands the road | eading to
madness! That is for certain!

Sol di ers | augh.
SEPTI MUS
Meridias, walk with me on Cornelia
Road toni ght.

FABI US
May | ask why?

SEPTI MUS
You will see.

INT. PRISON CELL - N GHT

Paul prostrates.

PAUL
Keep special watch over Tinmothy in
his work with the Ephesians. | pray

t hey continue in steadfastness.

G ve ne strength to continue on a
faithful path. Bless all the churches
in Asia Mnor, Judea, and around the
Jordan. In your son's nane, amen

EXT. VIA CORNELIA - N GHT
Torches light the path. Fabius and Septimnus stroll.

Ten bodi es, nmen and wonen, are nailed to crosses. Sone dead.
O hers barely alive.

| NT. NERO S GARDENS - NI GHT
Four Christians are nailed to crosses.

Nero marches with personal entourage of SERVANTS and GUARDS
An evil smirk spreads across his theatrically painted face.

EXT. VIA CORNELIA - N GHT
Two ROVAN SCLDI ERS |inger near crosses.



SEPTI MUS
Death lingers in the air.
FABI US
| ndeed.
SEPTI MUS
Do you know who these bodi es bel ong
to?

Fabi us doesn't answer fast enough.

SEPTI MUS
Christians. Dying for a cause.
Enduring pain for soneone who
procl ai med hinself as a god anong
men. A divine man who canme from
heaven. Sacrificed hinself. It is
a ludicrous belief. | would have to
perish for sonething nore real
Truth will always be a constant
debate. Al ways.

FABI US
My prisoner woul d disagree.

A man screans.

The sol diers cackle. They scoop water from a bucket.

t he man.

LAUGH NG SOLDI ER
Does wat er hel p!?

LAUCHI NG SOLDI ER 2
W1l your savior fly down and rescue
you! ?

LAUGH NG SOLDI ER
Only gods can fly!

SEPTI MUS
He | ooks fresh.

46.

Dr ench

Fabius stares into centurion's eyes. A Dblip of irritation.

SEPTI MUS
Sonet hi ng am ss?

Fabi us gazes at condemed nman.
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SEPTI MUS
He deserves his fate, Fabius.

EXT. BALCONY - N GHT

Cami |l a basks in the breeze. Cosing her eyes. Taking it
in.

Fabi us ki sses her on forehead. He seens distant. She picks
up on his al oof ness.

CAM LLA
What troubl es you?

FABI US
Not hi ng.

Cami|lla cricks her head, waiting for a revel ation.
Fabi us exhales. Irritated.

FABI US
At one end | see this nman in chains.
Not hing nore. On the other end |
see what he stands for.
Toni ght...watching those crucifixions.
It was nmuch to bear. Those nen and
worren were dying for ideas they
believe in. W are no different.

CAM LLA
Puni shnent is justice in their case.
If they didn't set fire to the city--

FABI US
--Believing in Nero's procl amations
IS unw se.

CAM LLA

Should | viewthemas a lie?

FABI US
Anyt hi ng but truth.

Fabi us stonps into...
| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Camilla fol |l ows.

CAM LLA
Fabi us! Renounce your treachery!
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FABI US
I will do no such thing.

Camilla clenches one of his arns.
CAM LLA
Swear loyalty to Caesar! Anything
else is a betrayal to Rone!

Fabius retreats fromCamlla's grasp

FABI US
I merely question his notives.
CAM LLA
Nero is Caesar! He can do as he
wi shes. If he wants to have an orgy
so be it. If he wants to kill a

hundred nen so be it!

FABI US
You insolent whore! It is not as
sinpl e as knowi ng where his power
lies. | have experienced things
that would turn your hair grey!
Your face white!

Cam |l a reclines beside himon bed.

CAM LLA
Tell ne.

She slides fingertips down his back.
FLASHBACK TO
I NT. VILLA ATRIUM - NI GHT

Weal t hy GUESTS converse at lively party. SERVANTS hover
with food and drink platters.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

VARI NI A (20s), long dark hair, a gentle, innocent soul, is
bl i ndf ol ded. Her body shivers. A reluctant participant.
She wears only a tunic.

Nero plays sonber tune on a fiddle in a corner.

CRUEL SOLDI ER (40s) renmpbves his body arnor and tunic.
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| NT. COLONNADE - NI GHT
Laughs resonate as Fabi us (20s) marches down corridor.

FABI US
Vari ni a?

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Sol di er renoves his sandals, now only wearing a | oincloth.
CRUEL SOLDI ER
You have been given the honor of
portraying Caesar's set piece. Only
t he nost desirabl e nobl ewonen are
chosen.
| NT. COLONNADE - NI GHT
Fabi us rounds a corner. Stunbles upon three SOLD ERS.

FABI US
Did a woman recently pass through?

BANQUET SOLDI ER
Many women cone through here.

Guar ds chuckl e.
| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

Sol di er body slans Varinia on bed. He junps on top, grasping
her wrists.

She screans. Struggl es.

Nero switches to a fast-paced tune.
Sol dier licks Varinia s neck.

| NT. COLONNADE - NI GHT

Varinia's screans reverberate.

FABI US
Varinial Varinial

Fabius tries plow ng through, but guards restrain him

FABI US
Vari ni al



| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Nero plays fiddle Iike a madman. Quick. Mel odic.

Sol dier noves to rip apart Varinia's tunic. She slices his
face with her nails. Crinmson devel ops.

She rolls off bed. Races to door.

Locked!

Sol di er slides off bed. He stunbles. G abs dagger.
Varinia fails to open door. Just as she turns...
Dagger penetrates her stonach

Fi ddl e pl ayi ng ceases.

I NT. COLONNADE - N GHT

Fabi us grapples with soldiers.

FABI US
Vari ni al

I NT. BEDROOM - N GHT

Varinia drops to ground with knife in her gut.

VARI NI A
(whi spers)
Fabi us. ..
FABIUS (O S.)
Varinia! |'m com ng!

Bl ood forns around her torso.

NERO
| suggest you | eave.

Sol di er grabs his clothing and sandals. Opens door on far
end. Vani shes.

FABIUS (O S.)
Vari ni al

NERO
Open the door!

Door opens.
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NERO
Let himin.

Fabi us kneel s beside Varini a.
Nero paces in a circle.
Fabi us | ooks up to Nero with teary eyes.
NERO
Sight of blood. Taste of death.
Touch of |love. They add passion to
ny performance.
Nero stops behind him d aps.
NERO
Magni ficent theatrical production
with your wife. Mgnificent. For a
worman to die with such vigor
Br eat ht aki ng portrayal .
Nero snickers with delight. Exits room
Fabi us wat ches himdepart. Kisses her lips. He pulls a
golden ring off her finger. Slides ring onto his right mddle
finger. Kisses the piece.

Hi s forehead presses against her chest. Mans. Agony for
his [ ost |ove.

BACK TO PRESENT

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Cami|la waps an arm around hi s back.

CAM LLA

When your eyes close in death, you
will nmeet her in the sacred grove.
Where cornel trees grow.

He wraps an armaround Cam |l a's back.

She ki sses Fabi us on the chin.

I NT. NERO S CHAMBER - DAY

Two GUARDS al | ow Septinus passage between two large pillars.
He stops near steps leading to throne. Bows.

Nero retires to his throne.



NERO
Ri se, centurion

Septi nus obeys.

SEPTI MUS
My sol dier reports the prisoner knows
not hi ng about where the Christians
neet .

NERO
No information at all ?!

SEPTI MUS
According to Meridias, only genera
details were told. Details we already
knew.

NERO
By the power of Mnerva! Curse that
wr et ched nman!  Tonorrow norni ng nove
himto the prison near the Via Gstian.
W will provide himwith a tenporary
change of scenery.

SEPTI MUS
It shall be done.

Septinus bows. As he wal ks off...

NERO (O . S.)
Cent uri on!

Septi nus turns.
NERO
Curiosity infects ne to no end. |
woul d very much like to nmeet him

SEPTI MUS
| shall see to it personally, Caesar.

Septinus exits.
Nero cones to a bowWl on a table. He devours an olive.
NERO
An olive nore valuable than a
Christian? Surely not.

Nero grabs a few olives. Throws them across room
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EXT. PRI SON - DAY
Busi ness auction play out in background.

FABI US
Three days from now?

SEPTI MUS
When Nero wants sonet hing conplete
he picks up the pace.

I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY

Fabi us enters.

Paul kneels in prayer on top of a folded cl oak.
Fabi us studies flagellation scars on Paul's back.

PAUL
Al nmy lifel give to you. Amen

Paul puts on his cloak.

FABI US
Acquai nted with scourging, | see.

PAUL
A testanment to what |'ve experienced.
Not hi ng nore.

Fabi us rests next to Paul.

PAUL
Not arned with a dagger today?

FABI US
| have reached the concl usion you
are not a dangerous nan.

PAUL
Have | earned a legionary's trust?

Fabi us shrugs in a playful manner.

FABI US
Possi bl y.

Paul shifts against wall to get confortable.
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FABI US
Last time we spoke...| believe you
were debating with your old teacher

PAUL
You renenber well.

Paul stares at floor, renenbering.

PAUL
Bar nabas sought me out in Tarsus.

FLASHBACK TGO
EXT. TARSUS MARKETPLACE - DAY

Bar nabas (40s) scouts for Paul (40) in crowd. Paul showcases
accessories and a tent to an EAGER CUSTOMVER (50s).

PAUL
Tent should remain sturdy for at
| east five years.
Bar nabas rai ses his hands in exclanmation.

PAUL
Renmenber to keep the fabric clean

EAGER CUSTOVER
Thank you, tentnaker.

Paul rolls up nerchandi se.
Man departs.
Paul stashes a few coins in pouch.

Bar nabas sneaks up behi nd Paul .

BARNABAS
Paul !

PAUL
Bar nabas?

BARNABAS

G eetings brother!
Bar nabas and Paul hug.

PAUL
G eetings to you!



BARNABAS
How bl essed | amto find you! Mich
good has come to pass for the lord
in Antioch. Mny nmen and wonmen have
been added to the kingdom

PAUL
Wonder ful !

BARNABAS
It was a magnificent sight. Their
faith is very strong.

PAUL
If only I was there.

BARNABAS
That is why | came. Say the word
and we're of f.

Paul grabs noney pouch and work materi al s.

PAUL
| amat your nmercy, ny friend. Lead
nme on.

BARNABAS

Not hi ng has changed, | see.

PAUL
Not at all.

Paul and Barnabas share a | augh.

BACK TO SCENE

I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY

Fabius slides his ring on and off in repetition.

PAUL
W traveled to Antioch and stayed
with the brothers there. Teaching
and encouraging themfor a year.

FABI US
I"ve never pronoted ny faith. Not
even to slaves |'ve possessed.

PAUL
Speaki ng of somet hing you neither
see nor hear would be difficult.
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FABI US
You see your god?

PAUL
Faith runs deeper than what we see
with our own two eyes.

FABI US
believe I'l|l see my youngest brother

I
in the next life.

Paul waits to hear nore.

FABI US
One night, | heard ny father. He
| earned ny brother was sold to a
man. This...mn...forced young boys
to fight in gladiatorial games.

PAUL
No father should have to outlive
their child.

FLASHBACK TO
EXT. ROAD OUTSI DE ANTI OCH - DAY
Bar nabas and Paul (40s) hike.

PAUL (V.Q)
Barnabas and | traveled to several
cities preaching the gospel.
From Antioch we sailed to Cyprus.

EXT. SAILING SH P - DAY
Paul and Barnabas (40s) enjoy tranquil waves.

PAUL (V.Q.)
Soneone with ne nakes the journey
easi er.

FABIUS (V.Q)
For a Roman soldier there is always
anot her voi ce near by.

PAUL
How i s the weather in Cyprus?

BARNABAS
Warm and cl ear, | hope.



PAUL
You do not know?

BARNABAS
Must | know everythi ng?

PAUL
My m stake in believing you did,
Bar nabas.

BARNABAS
I know how to roast a goat to
perfection. That skill nust count

for sonet hi ng.
Paul and Barnabas | augh heartily.

PAUL
| have tasted the result of your
cooking skills. No one can match
you.

BARNABAS
Not even your nother?

PAUL
Not even her.

EXT. PAVED ROAD - CYPRUS - DAY

Paul and Barnabas trek through town. People buy and sel
fromvendors. Speak in cliques.

PAUL (V.Q)
Mletus, Phillipi, Derbe, Lystra.
We traveled to all these cities.

I NT. HOUSE - LIVING AREA - DAY
Paul and Barnabas | ounge at table.

PAUL (V.Q.)
God gives the increase. | amnerely
a tool.

Bar nabas consunes a pi ece of bread.
PAUL

W need to visit those we've already
proclaimed the word to.

S7.
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BARNABAS
| agree. W should al so have someone
acconpany us. How about John Mark?

PAUL
No. He left us in Panphyli a.
Di sregarded the Lord's work.

BARNABAS
Betrayi ng us was not his intention.
He | onged to see his famly.

PAUL
What shall we say then? Qur physica
famly is nore inportant than our
spiritual m ssion?

BARNABAS
John Mark is fully prepared. He is
a good choi ce.

PAUL
| cannot trust him

BARNABAS
Have you no faith in the nan?

PAUL
Apparently not.

BARNABAS
Woul d you consider letting himcone
hal fway? |I|f he shows any disloyalty
I will ask himto |eave.

PAUL
God does not ask us to only run half
the race! Wiy should he be treated
any different?

BARNABAS
Where i s your reasoning, Paul ?!

PAUL
Where is yours?!

BARNABAS
Wth forgiveness! Wth nercy!

PAUL
Both of which are m spl aced!



Bar nabas and Paul cal m down.

BARNABAS
He will come with me to Cyprus.

Paul huffs in frustration.
PAUL
(terse)
God be with you.
| NT. JERUSALEM TEMPLE - DAY
SUPER: 58 A.D.

Paul (55) converses with LOCAL MAN (30s).

PAUL (V.Q)
Al nost ten years ago | nade a visit
to Jerusalemto fulfill a vow.

Two TEMPLE MEN (50s) spot Paul. One aggressively points at
hi m

TEMPLE MAN 1
Men of Israel, help! This is the
man who teaches everyone everywhere
agai nst the people, the law and this
tenple! He even brought G eeks here.
Defiled the holy place!

TEMPLE MAN 2
He brought the uncl ean Ephesian here!
How much nore bl aspheny nmust we
endur e?!

TEMPLE MAN 1
Seize him Seize him

Men drag Paul onto tenple's nmain steps.
Gates to tenple shut. Angry nob beats Paul with fists.
ROVAN SOLDI ERS, i ncl udi ng ROVAN TRI BUNE (30s), nuscul ar, a
man with war mlage on his face, arrives. They cut through
crowd.

ROVAN TRI BUNE

(gruff voice)
Clear the way! Cear the way!
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Two soldiers carry Paul out in chains. Soldiers push back
protesters.

Guards | ead Paul fromcourtyard toward Antonia Fortress.
BACK TO SCENE

I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY

Fabi us expresses surprise.

FABI US
Roman savages rescued you?

Paul catches his sarcasm @& ns.

PAUL
Renmenber | egionary, | too ama citizen
of Rone.

FLASHBACK TGO
EXT. ANTONI A FORTRESS - DAY

Paul trudges up steps between two soldiers with tribune
| eadi ng.

PAUL
Could | address--

ROVAN TRI BUNE
--Do you speak G eek?

PAUL
(G eek | anguage)
Yes.

ROVAN TRI BUNE
(G eek | anguage)
Are you the Egyptian who recently
began a revolt?

PAUL
(G eek | anguage)
I ama Jew, from Tarsus of Cilicia
Wth your permssion, I'd like to
speak to everyone.

Tri bune stops. Paul and soldiers follow suit.

ROVAN TRI BUNE
Keep it conci se.



Tri bune notions to crowd.

Paul

f aces crowd.

PAUL
(Aramai ¢ | anguage)
Brothers and fathers! Hear ny
def ense!

Crowd qui ets down.

PAUL
| ama Jew. Born in Tarsus of
Clicia. Brought up in this city.
Educated at the feet of Gamali el
according to the strict manner of
the |aw. Zeal ous for God, as you
all are this very day. | persecuted
the way to death, binding and
delivering to prison both nmen and
worren. The high priest and el ders
can bear nme witness on this because
fromthem..| received letters. |
journeyed to Damascus with a group
of men, hoping to inprison those who
believed in Christ. At about noon
time, as we cane near the city, a
bright |ight shone all around.

BACK TO SCENE

INT. PRISON CELL - DAY

PAUL
| told them | was present during the
stoni ng of Stephen, a man of God.
About ny neeting with Ananias. M
conver si on.

FABI US
| amsurprised they |istened for as
| ong as they did.

EXT. ANTONI A FORTRESS - DAY

Crowd | i stens.
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PAUL
Jesus Christ said to ne, 'CGo, for |
will send you far away to the
Gentiles.'
Crowd raises their voices. Thunderous cl anor.

TEMPLE PROTESTER
Away with such a nan!

TEMPLE PROTESTER 2
You should not be allowed to |ive!

Peopl e pull off their cloaks, flinging dust.
Tri bune grabs Paul under arm

ROVAN TRI BUNE
Your speech has met its end.

Paul and soldiers nove with haste en route to fortress
entrance.

I NT. ANTONI A FORTRESS - BARRACKS - DAY

Large open roomwith pillars set in a semcircle.

Paul is led into a smaller room

I NT. FLOGE NG ARENA - DAY

Muscul ar FLOGE NG SOLDI ER (30s) chains Paul to a cylindrica
gLILa&éllé CENTURI ON, (30s), blonde hair, diplomatic, |eans

Tri bune marches to Paul .

ROVAN TRI BUNE
No riots occur on my watch.

Tri bune signals to soldier.
Sol di er picks up whip with | eather straps.
ROVAN TRI BUNE
Gitting your teeth will only nmake
it worse.

PAUL
I know.

Tri bune | eaves.
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As soldier winds up to deliver first blow...

PAUL
Centurion! Is it lawmful to flog a
man who is a Roman citizen? A man
not condemmed?

CENTURI ON
Secure the whip, soldier!

Sol di er rel axes whip at his side.
Centurion rushes from room
| NT. FORTRESS OPEN ROOM - DAY

Centurion approaches Tribune who speaks with anot her SOLDI ER
(30s).

CENTURI ON
That man is a Roman citizen

Revel ation hits Tribune like a tidal wave.
| NT. FLOGGE NG ARENA - DAY
Tri bune stonps over to Paul.

ROVAN TRI BUNE
Are you indeed a Roman citizen?

PAUL
Yes.

ROVAN TRI BUNE
Lying is a capital offense.

PAUL
So is nurder.

Tri bune considers this.
ROVAN TRI BUNE
My citizenship was bought with a
| arge sum

PAUL
| ama citizen by birth.

Tri bune rubs his tenple. Sighs.
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ROVAN TRI BUNE
Unbind him Tonmorrow he shall go in
front of the council and chief
priests.

CENTURI ON
Yes, tribune.

BACK TO SCENE
| NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY
Fabius draws a circle with dirt.

FABI US
They made a m stake in not giving
you fair treatnent.

PAUL
Hi s focus was on avoiding a riot.
Not procedure.

FABI US
Dreadful politics.

FLASHBACK TGO
EXT. FI ELD QUTSI DE JERUSALEM - NI GHT

Paul rides a horse surrounded by dozens of Roman SPEARMEN
and HORSEMEN.

PAUL (V.Q.)
A threat against ne was nade known
to the tribune. Mre than forty nen
made an oath to neither to eat nor
drink until they had killed ne.
During the night, we set out for the
provincial capital, Caesarea.

FABIUS (V.Q)
If you stayed in Jerusalem a riot
may have very well started.
BACK TO SCENE
I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY

Fabi us resigns to a cross-1|egged position.
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FABI US
What happened to those nen who swore
to kill you?

PAUL

If a man learns it's an inpossible
task, special provisions can be nade
by a rabbi.

FABI US
A perm ssible way out. Good.
Oherwise it is the nurder of one's
self or starvation. Not the best of
choi ces.

FLASHBACK TGO
HOUSE - DAY

peers out w ndow. ROVAN GUARD (20s), baby face, stern
as a sentry.

PAUL (V.Q)
I found nyself under house arrest in
Caesarea. Certain privileges cane
with this predi canent.

ROVAN GUARD
Do you have a good relationship with
Felix the governor?

PAUL
| have never net the man.

BEACH - DAY
wal ks al ong coast of Mediterranean Sea with the guard.

PAUL
How woul d | go about arranging a
neeting with the governor?

PALACE COURT ROOM - DAY
is given an audi ence by Governor FELIX (40s), a man

gol den rings on every finger, and DRUSILLA (30s), bird
of a nose and ponpous royal flair. Several COUNCI LMEN

spectate circular room

FELI X
Gold and fine jewels are what |
believe in. How about you?
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PAUL
| believe in something greater than
nyself. A truth sharper than any
t wo- edged sword.

Fel i x converses with Drusill a.

PAUL
What is your decision noble Felix?

FELI X
Go away for now. Wien | find an
opportune time I will sunmon you.

PAUL
Very wel | .

Paul bows. Retreats. His guard follows.

PAUL (V.Q)
Felix wanted a bribe. It was not
mne to give. Two years |ater Festus
repl aced Felix as governor.

I NT. TRI BUNAL - DAY

FESTUS (40s), bald, politician goatee, suave in his deneanor,
resides. Councilmen surround him

Paul (58) testifies in center of room

FESTUS
Do you wish to go up to Jerusal em
and there be tried on these charges?

PAUL
| am standi ng before Caesar's
tribunal, where | ought to be tried.
To the Jews | have done no wong, as
you yoursel ves know very well. If |
am a wrongdoer and have committed
anything for which | deserve to die,
I will not seek to escape death
But if there is nothing to their
charges agai nst ne no one can give
me up to the Jews. | appeal to
Caesar .

Festus di scusses matter with council

FESTUS
To Caesar you have appeal ed.
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FESTUS
So to Caesar you shall go.

PAUL (V.Q)
Roman citizenshi p hel ped once again.

INT. PRI SON CELL - DAY

Paul rubs his tenple.

PAUL
My journey to visit Caesar becane a
reality. | was put on a cargo ship.

On the fourteenth day of our voyage,
| told the crew our |ives would be
spared but the ship would weck.

FABI US

How di d you know?
PAUL

An angel from heaven appeared to ne.
FABI US

Angel . Sure. Soon afterwards,

Jupi ter washed your buttocks. Right?
EXT. SH P DECK - DAY

A centurion, JULIUS (40s), professional, patriotic to a fault,
paces over to Paul.

Sol di ers draw their swords on prisoners.

JULI US
Order those swmworthy to junp
overboard! Any renaining prisoners
will use torn ship parts for
assi st ance.

Sol di ers focus on centurion in shock.

JULI US
I's everyone dull of hearing? Do as
I have instructed!

SH P SOLDI ER (Q. S.)
Into the water!

SHP SOLDIER 2 (OS.)
Into the water, nen



PAUL
You are a good nan.

JULI US
I"ve never understood the nature of
conplinments. But in your case, |'lI
make an excepti on.

Prisoners junp into water.

Paul catapults overboard. Splash.

EXT. BEACH - DAY

Dozens of prisoners and guards slosh through water.

PAUL (V.Q)
We | earned the island was call ed
Malta. Native tribes were living in
the area where we went ashore.

JULI US
This could have been nmuch worse.

PAUL
Shi pwecks are a part of life. At
| east in my own experience.

JULI US
This isn't your first adventure?

PAUL
My first shipweck was terrifying.
For an entire night | was adrift at
sea. | held onto a plank of wood.
Early next norning, fishermen cane
on the weckage. Brought nme to | and.

JULI US
How many shi pw ecks?

PAUL
I ncluding this one? Three.

JULI US
Fate was on your side.

PAUL
No. By the grace of Cod.
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EXT. BEACH - N GHT
NATI VES wat ch Paul from another canpfire.
PAUL (V.Q)

To our surprise, the natives showed

us ki ndness.
Sol di ers use hand signals and | anguage to try comuni cati ng.
Julius, two guards, and two natives enjoy the heat.

Paul drops a few sticks into fire.

A VI PER hi dden in nearby bush sinks its fangs into Paul's
arm

Two NATI VES gasp

NATI VE MAN
(native | anguage)
No doubt this man is a nurderer
Though he has escaped the sea, justice
has not allowed himto |ive.

Paul shakes snake into fire.

NATI VE VAN
He nust be a god.

He inspects the skin where viper struck.

PAUL
Must not have been poi sonous.
Julius glances at natives still in shock.
JULI US

Then why did they turn afraid?

PAUL
For our entertai nnment?

FABIUS (V.Q)
Cl osest you've cone to being a god?

PAUL (V.Q)
| was not worri ed.

EXT. BEACH - N GHT

Sand dunes. Paul hikes with Julius and two guards.



JULI US
My scouts found the governor's
| ocation. His nmen have al ready cane
out to greet us.

PAUL
Ronme is represented here?

JULI US
Ronme is everywhere.

INT. VILLA - N GHT

Torches |ight an open courtyard.

pl at f orm

GQuests | ounge.

FEMALE DANCERS dance on

70.

Paul |ounges with Julius, three soldiers, and PUBLIUS (40s),

bushy red beard, decked in maroon robe, flanboyant

gestures and vocal s ali ke.

Two FEMALE SERVANTS | oaf near Publi us.

Laughs.

JULI US
W are grateful for the hospitality.

PUBLI US
For fellow countrymen on a | ong
voyage? How could | refuse? A
sincere pleasure. Mst who visit
don't linger. O course, they are
not a captive audi ence either.

Paul , not anused, studi es Publi us.

PUBLI US
| am anmazed at how wel| behaved your
prisoners are. \Wat are they fed?

JULI US
They shoul d be grateful.

Julius notions to Paul.

JULI US
Mostly thanks to this man
PUBLI US
Who i s our hero?
JULI US
H's nane is Paul. He hails from

Tarsus of Cilicia.



PUBLI US
Wel cone, Paul of Tarsus.

PAUL
G eetings nobl e governor

PUBLI US
You all will have to excuse nme. |
nmust attend to ny father. He is
gravely ill.

JULI US
My synpathies. My | ask his
condi tion?

PUBLI US
Dysentery. Death sentence, |I'm
afrai d.

PAUL

Publ ius, grant me perm ssion to visit
your father.

PUBLI US
Very kind of you, but | nust deny
t he request.

JULI US
Let himgo, governor. | wll answer
for what ever happens.

Publ i us sighs, slightly annoyed.

PUBLI US
So be it.

Publ i us saunters off with two servant girls. Paul follows.

PAUL (V.Q)
He sai d not another word. W ventured
into his father's chanber
| NT. CHAMBER - NI GHT
Publius and two servants stand | oiter near door.

ALBANUS (60s), long white beard, elderly inmage of Publius,
| ays conmat ose.

Paul kneel s besi de bed. Bows head.
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PAUL
Lord, you are ever nerciful. By
your power, | ask you to heal this

man. This | ask in your son's
preci ous name. Anmen.

Paul |ays palnms on Al banus's chest.
Eyes of Al banus open. Fully alert. Less pale.
Publ i us ventures to bedsi de.

PUBLI US
Fat her ?

ALBANUS
| feel...better. Mich better.

PAUL (V.Q)
Never underestimate a person's tongue.

EXT. OUTER COURTYARD - DAY
Nat i ves and Romans crowd around Paul .
A native LEPER (ral e, 50s) approaches. Everyone scatters.
Leper kneels.
Paul touches Leper's shoul der.
PAUL

By the power vested in the Son of

God | cl eanse you
Man's skin transforms into a healthy state.
Crowd raise voices in amazenent. Anongst w tnesses is Julius.

EXT. SEA - DAY

Al exandrian ship sails. Twn figureheads of Castor and Pol | ux
are attached to stern.

Paul takes in sea air at the ship's bow.

PAUL (V.Q)
Three nonths |ater we set sail on a
ship that harbored there for the
winter. W put in at Syracuse.
Stayed three days. After a few nore
stops we arrived in Rome.
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EXT. PORT OSTIA - DAY

Shi p docks. Individuals unload cargo.
Paul exits ship with two guards.

JULIUS (O S.)
Pri soner!

Paul stops. Quards push Paul forward.

JULI US
Guards! Stop

Guards pull Paul around to neet centurion.

JULI US
Above all else, | believe in honesty.
That being said, | nmust say...| see

you as an inspiration. Wen al
hoped seenmed | ost, you hel d steadfast.

PAUL
W are not nmuch different, you and
I. W believe in sonething beyond
our sel ves.
Centurion shakes Paul's hand.

JULI US
For whatever awaits, | w sh you well.

PAUL
Grace be with you.

Guards | ead Paul al ong dock.
| NT. HOUSE - NI GHT

Paul dips pen into ink. He wites on parchment in G eek.

PAUL (V.Q)
House arrest came again for two nore
years. | was able to bring nmany to

Christ. Even nen and wonen of
Caesar's own househol d.

EXT. RIVERSI DE - DAY

Paul baptizes TEENAGE G RL. She energes fromwater. He
enbr aces her.



Men and wonen at

I NT. HOUSE - DAY

Li nus speaks with Paul.

PAUL (V.0)

river's edge clap and shout

STOCKY SOLDI ER ( 20s)

in joy.

l'i ngers.

Friends were able to visit. A Roman

guard |i ke yourself took watch over

ne.

EXT. NARROW ROAD - DAY
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Paul (early 60s) and Barnabas travels with approaching city

in view

PAUL (V.0)

No wi tnesses could be found to testify

agai nst ne. Sanme as before. After

being released | left Ronme and visited

several cities.

EXT. AGCRA - DAY

Paul and Barnabas converse with a PLUVWP MAN (30s).

PAUL
The ki ngdom of God is free to
everyone.

PLUVP NMAN
Nothing in this world is free.

BARNABAS

What we speak of does not reside in

this world.

PLUVP MAN
Stop talking to ne about this
nonsense.

PAUL
Friend, | assure you, it is not
nonsense.

PLUVP MAN

Tell that to the next person you
cone across! Wiich, hopefully,

is

an old woman. | have heard they are

easi |y swayed!

Man retreats, |aughing.
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BARNABAS
Many are called, but few are chosen

PAUL
There is always hope.

EXT. MARKET - DAY

SUPER: Troas. 64 A D.

Paul (62) preaches to spectators with Barnabas at his flank.
Hostility ensues. Boisterous shouts. Fist punps.

PAUL
To live is Christ and to die is gain!
| speak not on nmy own authority, but
of Christ. Forgiveness and eterna
life through his holy nane!

ROVAN SOLDI ERS i nvade area. They apprehend Paul. Usher him
away.

BARNABAS
Paul !  Nol

A sol di er restrai ns Barnabas.

BARNABAS
Paul !

Sol di ers throws Barnabas to ground.

Crowd i nches toward Paul, but cannot breach sol diers.
Sol di ers beat off a few persistent nen.

EXT. CTY OF ROVE - N GHT
Large city portion burns in flanes.

PAUL (V.Q)
I amnot fully convinced ny brothers
are to blane for the fires.
Nevert hel ess, Nero want ed them
capt ur ed.

EXT. PRI SON - DAY
Two SOLDI ERS escort Paul, bound, to entrance.

PAUL (V.Q.)
Shortly thereafter, | ended up here.
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PAUL (V.Q) ()
Anot her victimof Nero's crusade.

BACK TO SCENE
I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY
Fabi us searches carefully for his next words.

FABI US
If you had a chance to survive your
fate...would you take the opportunity?

PAUL
Wul d you give your life for soneone
you love? A wfe? A child?

FABI US
Death is not ny eneny.

PAUL
Not yet.

Fabi us swallows a knot in his throat.

FABI US
| woul d.

PAUL
You are an honorabl e man.

Fabi us backtracks toward exit.

PAUL
Do not forget ny words concerning
Christ. For the lifel live, | live
for him

FABI US

Thank you for sharing your story.
It was fascinating.

PAUL
You seeminterested. Beyond sinple
curiosity.

FABI US

Any assunptions of yours are
pointless. You are an eneny of the

enpire.



PAUL
I's that Rome tal king or yourself?

Fabi us grabs Paul 's cl oak.

FABI US
You think you possess all the answers,
but you do not. You are a powerless
nortal! Just |ike everyone el se!
(cal m ng down)
Bl ood and flesh. Nothing nore.

PAUL
What burns inside you?

Fabi us rel eases his hol d.
FABI US

| wish we woul d have net under
di fferent circumstances.

PAUL
You and | are exactly where we need
to be.
Paul |ends out a hand.
PAUL

A sincere pl easure.

Fabi us accepts handshake.

FABI US
You are an honorabl e man, Paul of
Tar sus.

PAUL

Die in nmy stead. Pick up your cross.
Shed your bl ood for ne.

Fabi us opens his nouth to talk, but stops short.
Paul leans in next to Fabius's ear.

PAUL
Now you under st and.

Fabi us backs away from Paul as if in a trance.
reaches the opening he departs.

When he

7.



EXT. VI A CORNELIA - N GHT

Fabi us exam nes the corpses hangi ng on crosses.
I NT. LINUS S HOUSE - N GHT

Li nus ushers Barnabas and Abigail inside.

LI NUS
You' re here!

Li nus and Abigail hug. Linus enbraces Barnabas.

BARNABAS
Hell o, my friend.

ABI GAI L
Where is he?

LI NUS

Tonorrow they are noving himto the
prison near the GOstian Road.

BARNABAS
That can nmean only one thing.

LI NUS
W will meet with himtonorrow |
proni se

ABI GAI L

Are you sure?

LI NUS
Wth all ny heart.

I NT. NERO S CHAMBER - NI GHT
Septinus escorts Paul into Caesar's presence.

SEPTI MUS
As requested, Caesar.

NERO
Wait in the courtyard.

Septinus bows. Departs. Paul, bound with chains,

with Nero and TWO SOLDI ERS.

Nero tranps down the steps.

is |left
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NERO
At | ast.

Nero ruffles Paul's hair. He paces around prisoner.

NERO
You Christians have been busy.
Entertai ning men and women in the
arenas. Being crucified.

Nero halts in front of Paul. He pokes Paul on chest.

NERO
Your kind has been sheddi ng bl ood
all over Rome. Must be a good onen
since your cult deens bl ood as
synbol i c.

Ner o noves behind Paul. H's nmouth cones close to Paul's
ear. Lays a hand on Paul's shoul der.

NERO
Al'l of you stink as wetched dogs.
| despise your kind. Men. Wnen
Children. | show no partiality.
(whi spers)
I long for an answer. Nothi ng nore.
(shouts)
Wher e does your kind congregate!?
Where! ?
(softer)
From one | eader to another, please.
Al'l ow sanity to prevail. Tell ne.
(shouts)
Where are they!?

PAUL
A man cannot destroy an eternal
ki ngdom

NERO
I amno man! | ama god! And when
| find where you Christians |urk,
which I will, I will kill everyone
who bears the name of Christ!

PAUL
The foolishness of God is wiser than
men. You will fail.

Nero grunts.

79.



PAUL
Christ awaits you. You only need to
seek him

Ner o | aughs obnoxi ously.

NERO
Seek hinfP \Were shall | find this
Jesus? |In the garden outside?

Nero al nost butts head with Paul, boring his eyes into him

NERO
Make no m stake. Your cult wll
becone a distant menory. A myth.
Not for alittle while. Forever.

PAUL
Do what you nust.

EXT. PALACE COURTYARD - NI GHT
Two PALACE SOLDI ERS | ead Paul to Septinus.

PALACE SOLDI ER 1
Caesar would |i ke an audi ence.

I NT. NERO S CHAMBER - NI GHT
Septinus arrives at bottom of steps.

NERO
I amat ny wits end! These Christians
are cunni ng, Septinus.

Nero rises fromthrone. He stonps down the steps.

NERO
Perhaps a fresh method of questioning
isinorder. A nore...sadistic
appr oach.

SEPTI MUS
What do you propose?

I NT. PRI SON - SCOURG NG ROOM - NI GHT
Paul , hal f-naked with a cloth covering his genitals and

buttocks, |eans against a wooden post. Hi s hands are tied
above his head to rope attached to the post.
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Septi nus hands Fabius a scourge. Bits of pottery shards and
bone pi eces are enbedded.

Fabi us i nspects scourge like it's a foreign object. He
gl ances at Septinus in a final effort to escape his duty.

Septinus signals to comence.

Cassius watches with his arns crossed. He yawns.

CASSI US
Scourge the animal, Fabius. | am
bor ed.
Fabi us cones up next to Paul. He peers into Paul's eyes.

Paul innocently |looks into |egionary's eyes.

Fabi us focuses on Paul's body. Guilt of |ooking Paul in eye
i S unbearabl e.

SEPTI MUS
Ask him

FABI US
Tell us the |ocation of one house.

No response. Hi s body quivers for what is to follow
FABI US
| order you in the nane of Caesar
G ve us a | ocation.
Paul closes his eyes.

SEPTI MUS
Ten | ashes. Begin.

Fabi us focuses on whip, westling with his thoughts. His
nout h opens hal fway. He exhal es sharply.

CASSI US
Bring on the bl ood.

Fabi us backs up a few steps. Raises whip over shoul der.
CRACK. Bl oody |lash forms on Paul's back.
Paul vyells.

SEPTI MUS
Agai n!



Fabi us swi ngs scour ge.

SEPTI MUS
Once nore!

A third bloody streak arrives.

FABI US
You do not have to experience this
suffering! Gve us a location

Paul remains silent. Tears stream down his face.
Fabi us brings scourge above his shoul der. Hesitates.

SEPTI MUS
VWhi p him Fabius! Show no nercy!

Fabi us shakes. Gits teeth. He whips Paul.
Septi nus bends near Paul's body, which hugs the post.

SEPTI MUS
Your pain can cease. W only want a
smal | piece of information. A
| ocation. Nane and description of
one of your friends. That is all.

Paul mpans. dinpses at Septinus before shutting his eyes.

Septi nus steps away and commands Fabius with a gesture.

Fabi us whips. A streak right bel ow neck.

FABI US
You will be spared! W give our
wor d!

SEPTI MUS
Strike!

Fabi us scourges. He quickly brushes a tear off his cheek.

SEPTI MUS
Fi nal chance to avoid further pain!
Confess to us!

Paul doesn't respond.

SEPTI MUS
Fi ve nore | ashes.
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Fabi us readi es scourge.

He may not k

O course he

He woul d hav

Get on with

FABI US
now anyt hi ng.

SEPTI MUS
does! He's their | eader!

FABI US
e said sonething by now

SEPTI MUS
it!

Fabi us gul ps. He w pes beads of sweat.

Paul |ays forehead agai nst the wood.

Fabi us scourges Paul five nore tines.

I NT. NERO S CHAMBER -

Nero plays fiddle in a

NI GHT

sl ow, sonber tune.

Septinus enters. Bows.

NERO

Did he say anything noteworthy? A

nane? Locat

No, my lord.

As expect ed.
Nero plays his fiddle.

i on?

SEPTI MUS
He said not a word.

NERO

Tenpo is nore rapid than before.

NERO

You may | eave.

INT. PRISON CELL - DAY

Paul bows his head. H

i s body shakes. Bl oody inprints of

the | ashes snear his white cl oak.

PAUL

To your kingdom be glory forever and

ever. Anen.

A pair of SOLDIERS tre
a

k into cell. One of the soldiers taps

wall with chains. &ins.
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I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

Fabi us stares at dancing flanes inside fireplace. H's callous
hands caress a | eather pouch.

Camilla cleans a table in background.
FLASHBACK TO
EXT. ROAD - DAY

Fabius (early 20s) and an OLD SOLDI ER (60), |ean and short
in stature, hike along path outside Rone's city walls.

OLD SOLDI ER
Ever heard about the man from
Nazareth? Sonme people claimed him

as a god.

FABI US
From what | have heard he was but a
man.

OLD SOLDI ER

Did you know several years ago | was
present at his crucifixion?

FABI US
So he wasn't a god.

OLD SOLDI ER
Per haps not. But the whole | and
becane dark when there shoul d have
been daylight. Large earthquakes
came to pass. Even runors of nen
rising fromthe dead.

FABI US
Nonsense. Only the mighty Mars can
per form such wonders.
BACK TO PRESENT
I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Fabi us studies firepl ace.

Camilla reclines on couch. She pulls her dress up, revealing
three quarters of her thighs. She strokes a thigh.

Fabi us peers over.



Her eyes spell
[ ust ful nanner.

Fabi us | eaves ar ea.

Defeated, Cam|la grunts

fl esh.
EXT. VI A OSTI AN PRI SON -

Abi gai | , Barnabas,
hol di ng spears tarry.

seducti on.

and Li nus hide in shrubs.

She sticks out her tongue in a

She tugs her dress over exposed

NI GHT

Two GUARDS

LI NUS

(whi spers)
not have nuch tine.

Ve will

ABI GAI L

(whi spers)
What

if they catch us?

BARNABAS

(whi spers)
They won't.

ABI GAI L
How can you be sure?

BARNABAS

"' m not.

Guards | eave posts.

LI NUS

Go!  Go!

Abi gai | , Barnabas,

Bar nabas tries door.

and Linus sprint to entrance.

Locked.

BARNABAS

Qui ck.
They search ground.

Abigail is w nner

Fi nd a rock.

She hands rock to Barnabas.

BARNABAS

Step back

Bar nabas jabs rock agai nst

br eaks.

| ock.

After five attenpts, |ock
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INT. VI A OGSTI AN PRI SON - N GHT

They search cells.

LI NUS
Paul ?

Bar nabas spots cell. Paul scans outside via a barred w ndow.
Bar nabas di sl odges | ock. Tosses rock.

Paul turns to bars.

Cel | door opens.

Abi gail and Linus team up w th Barnabas.

ABI GAI L
Br ot her!
PAUL
Abi gai | .
Paul hugs her.
PAUL

Hell o, my friends.

BARNABAS
Surprised to see ne?

PAUL
Not at all.

INT. FABIUS'S FLAT - N GHT
Fabius wites a letter on parchnent.

Cam ||l a breezes by.

CAM LLA
What are you doi ng?
FABI US
Not hi ng.
Cam |l a doesn't buy it.
FABI US

It's a report. To ny commuander.



CAM LLA
Good | uck.

Fabi us nods affirnation.
| NT. PRI SON CELL - LATER - N GHT

Paul lays his hands on Linus's shoul ders.

PAUL
You cannot stay long. |If they catch
you --

LI NUS

There is tine.
Paul rel axes. Takes a deep breath. Renobves his hands.
PAUL
You' ve served Christ with an eager
spirit.
Li nus chokes up. He gives Paul a hug, beating on his back.

LI NUS
I will mss you, brother.

Li nus steps back.

LI NUS
Farewel | .

PAUL
Until we neet again.

I NT. PRISON CELL - LATER - N GHT
Bar nabas paces cell.

Paul strokes his beard.

BARNABAS
Trials we go through are full of
peril.
Paul crosses his arns.
PAUL
Qur savior was on trial. Never once

did he call on God or the angels to
save him



Bar nabas st ops paci ng.

BARNABAS
Have you thought of what we will
feel ? How our hearts will break?
PAUL

Quilt arrives on its own. At the
end, when our tine has cone, we owe
it all to him

BARNABAS
I will mss you. Your encouraging
words. Your exanple. | will mss
it all.

PAUL
Remain sad for only a season. | am
going to a place where | want to
dwell. M/ love will |inger on.

Bar nabas enbraces Paul .
BARNABAS

| amsorry. For the disagreenents.
The lost tinme we could have shared.
Pl ease. Forgive ne.

PAUL
Al ready done. | hope, in tine, you
can forgive ne.

Bar nabas rel eases fromhug. He steps toward door.

BARNABAS
It has been a blessing to have you
as a friend. A brother.

PAUL
Grace and peace be with you, Barnabas
W will see one anot her again.
CELL CORRI DOR

Abigail waits her turn. Barnabas stunbles over.
down his face.

She pats Barnabas on shoul der.

PRI SON CELL

88.
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Paul and Abigail enbrace. Paul w nces due to pain fromrecent
fl ogging. She recedes from hug, keeping close to his face.

ABI GAI L
Renmenber the time you broke your
leg? Waile clinbing the tree? W
were so young. Feels like alifetine

ago.
PAUL
| remenber.
ABI GAI L
Vel |, sonmething in me is now broken.
My pain...cuts deeper than any sword.
PAUL
Sister...
ABI GAI L

Wiy now? I n these cruel days why
nmust you | eave ne?

Abi gail beats on his chest with fists.

ABI GAI L
Plead for mercy! Just this once!
Plead for themto give you nercy!
Do it for those you love! For ne!

PAUL
| cannot.
Paul grips her arns.
PAUL
| cannot!
ABI GAI L

Escape with us! W can run away.
Far from here. Were Rone cannot
find us.

PAUL
But God will.

ABI GAI L
God wants you to live! God..

Abigail cries in agony. She places her forehead agai nst Paul's
chest.
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ABI GAI L
(softly)
God wants you to live.

PAUL
Abigail ..

Abigail lifts her head to gaze into Paul's eyes.
Paul chokes up. Tears cone.
PAUL
Life does not ask forgiveness for
the trials we experience.

EXT. OSTI AN ROAD - DAY

Three SOLDI ERS | ead Paul in shackles. Fabius is anong a
SQUAD OF SOLDI ERS in L-shaped Iine formation.

An EXECUTER (40s), enjoys occupation, Coliath-sized, awaits
with a | ong sword.

PAUL (V.Q)

The time for my departure has cone.

| have fought the good fight. |

have finished the race. | have kept

the faith.
Paul anbles up to Executer.
Across road anmong crowd of onl ookers are Linus, Barnabas,
and Abigail. Sad faces envel ope them Barnabas, behind
Abigail, holds onto the top of her shoul ders.
A sol dier kicks the back of Paul's right knee.
Paul falls.

Anot her sol dier yanks off Paul's cloak to reveal his scar-
ri dden skin.

Executor stonps toward Paul. Exam nes his body.
Paul gl ances at Executor.

Executer chuckles with dark pleasure. He retreats a few
st eps.

Sol diers hurl small stones. A few spit on Paul.



RI DI CULI NG SOLDI ER 1
I gnorant Christian!

RI DI CULING SOLDIER 1 2
Tell your god to save you!

RI DI CULING SOLDIER 1 3
What god woul d save this man?!

Al'l soldiers, except Fabius, Iaugh.
Paul glinpses to the three across road.
Cat ching Paul's gl ance, Fabius sneaks a | ook at group.

EXECUTOR
Are you ready to die?

PAUL
| amnot ready to die, but to live.

Sol di ers | augh even harder.
A sol dier kicks Paul in rib cage.

EXECUTOR
Back in formati on!

Sol di er scranbl es back to position.

EXECUTOR
Renounce your god. Bow down to
Caesar. Worship him [|f you obey,
your life may be spared.

PAUL
Tell Nero...|l forgive him

Execut or unsheat hes his sword.
EXECUTOR

Does the prisoner wish to say anything
before I cut himfromthe world?

PAUL
| do.

EXECUTOR
Pr oceed.

PAUL

W fail to grasp a sinple truth.
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PAUL

That Christ would die for us. Yet
he did! For you! For nme! For the
poor man. Rich man. Wman. Child.
Sl ave. Everyone. Each person has
the ability to choose! It is a gift
no man can take away. More powerful
than fear.

(To Executer)
| ask nercy fromno one. Only God
shows rmercy.

Paul | owers head.

PAUL
To live is Christ. To die is gain.

MONTAGE - SLOW MOTI ON

- Executor raises sword into air with both hands.

- Fabius watches Paul with a dreadful, synpathetic stare.
- Three observe from opposite street side.

- Paul rotates his head and stares into eyes of Fabi us.

- Sword descends upon neck of Paul

- Paul's body falls on the dusty earth. Head rolls. Stops.
- Fabius ogles sky. He closes his eyes in disnmay.

- Executor inserts sword into sheat he.

END OF MONTAGE

EXT. OSTI AN ROAD - DAY

Fabi us marches with squad. He steals a glance at those...
ACROSS ROAD

Abigail's knees hit the earth. Barnabas consol es her.

I NT. FABIUS'S FLAT - EVEN NG

When passing by table Camlla notices a letter witten on

parchnent. Fabius's golden ring acts as a paperwei ght. She
pi cks up parchnent and ring. Reads.



93.
I NT. LINUS'S HOUSE - EVEN NG
Abi gai |l studies parchment letter by candlelight. Her index
finger touches inscribed words. Remants of a courageous
man.
I NT. FABIUS'S FLAT - EVEN NG
Parchrment and ring plunges to floor.
Cam |l a wobbles to chair. Her body trenbles. She stretches
her arms. Her nails scrape wood. She bangs two fists.
Grabs hair. Sobs with all her being
EXT. OSTI AN ROAD - GARBAGE DUMP - EVEN NG
Sun drops on hori zon.

Bar nabas and Linus spy two SOLDI ERS carrying a corpse. A
third SOLDI ER hol ds a severed HEAD

They arrive at a pile. Bodies deconpose at different rates.
No respect for the dead.

Men toss body and head onto nound. Depart.

Bar nabas and Linus spring over.

Li nus places long white cloth on ground.

Bar nabas conceal s severed head with smaller white cloth.
The two enshroud corpse in cloth.

Bar nabas stashes head between corpse's legs. They hoist it
into air, transporting wth head between the |egs.

I NT. FABIUS'S FLAT - BALCONY - EVEN NG

Camilla inserts ring into pouch. Overlooks city. A faint
sm | e devel ops. She now understands Fabi us nore than she
ever did.

I NT. NERO S CHAMBER - EVEN NG

Septinus speaks with Nero MOS. Nero nods sternly.

Bowi ng, Septinus | eaves.

Nero stonps over to a table. He grabs a bow full of olives.

Throws bowl onto floor, which shatters into pieces. Aives
scatter.
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Ner o pushes additional bow's, plates, and goblets off table.
Rage consumes him

INT. LINUS S HOUSE - EVEN NG

Li nus, Abigail, and Barnabas wash corpse with sponges. Head
i s positioned near neck.

Abi gail drips ointnent over corpse.
Trio waps body with strips of cloth.
DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. LINUS S HOUSE - EVEN NG
Cloth strips encl ose corpse.
Bar nabas | eads a prayer.
EXT. VI A CORNELI A - EVEN NG

Fabius sits on a rock slab situated off roadsi de. He observes
various crosses and hangi ng bodi es.

EXT. GARDEN - EVEN NG

Bar nabas and Linus carry corpse on pallet. Abigail |eads
with a fiery torch.

EXT. VI A CORNELI A - EVEN NG

Fabi us renoves his breastplate, |leg guards, and helnmet with
absol ute ease. He stows itens against the rock.

| NT. TOVMB - EVEN NG
A rock slab cut out of wall.

Li nus and Barnabas gently insert corpse. Linus situates
head agai nst the neck.

They join Abigail. Her torch illum nates sadness in their
eyes.

EXT. VI A CORNELI A - EVEN NG

Fabi us |lays his spear and sword beside him He sheds his
red cloak and spreads it over the weapons.
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INT. TOVB - EVEN NG

Abi gail places a rolled parchment on corpse. She squeezes
her brother's right hand.

EXT. VI A CORNELI A - EVEN NG

Fabius only wears a seam ess tunic. Carrying a sack over
hi s shoul der, he journeys on road with setting sun before
hi m

INT. TOVB - EVEN NG

Abi gail sings an ancient choral hymm. Mdway into verse,
Li nus and Barnabas join in by singing bass.

EXT. VIA CORNELI A - EVEN NG

He doesn't dare | ook back at his previous possessions. A
newf ound destiny awaits Fabius, ready to usher himtoward an
unknown tinme and pl ace.

FADE QUT
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