
A SHUTTLE TO GO TO THE MOON

Written by

Gabriel Bonilla

Inspired in the events during the 9/11

Draft translated into English - 13/09/2020

gbonillapuentes@gmail.com



INT. APARTMENT, KID’S ROOM - AFTERNOON

FELIPE, a 9-year-old kid, grabs his toy, a space shuttle, and 
puts in a base that is on the bed, imagining that he’s into 
the launching pad.

FELIPE
The astronauts are ready to launch. 
10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, and 
takeoff! 

The Kid is playing happily with his toy and makes many laps 
around the room, no matter that the bed is with wrinkled 
sheets and the treads of shoes.

INT. APARTMENT, LIVING ROOM - AFTERNOON

Felipe leaves the room with his arms outstretched while 
carrying his shuttle in his hand. Runs up to the living room 
and go up to the couch. He feels curious to see the clouds go 
by while the Sun is going down.

Meanwhile, LUCÍA (40) is talking on the phone. She leaves 
some papers in the dining table.

From here, this conversation is in Spanish.

LUCÍA
Long time no see us, PATRICIA. How 
are the things in the US?

PATRICIA (V.O.)
(on the phone)

Well, I feel like in Disneyland. I 
got my blue prince, a house and a 
good neighborhood. But It’s been 
diffcult to adapt since I arrived.

LUCÍA
Take it easy, Patricia. But you’ll 
get used to it.

PATRICIA (V.O.)
It’s not that easy. At least my 
husband is helping me out with the 
English.

Mom see her son who’s still looking through the window.



LUCÍA
But hey, you’re starting a nuw 
chapter of your life after you took 
care of my son while I was looking 
for a job which I appreciate you...

PATRICIA (V.O.)
By the way, how’s Felipe?

LUCÍA
I don’t know what’s wrong with him, 
but he doesn’t stop looking at the 
moon and the stars every night. 
Also, he hasn’t stopped playing 
with that strange airplane that you 
gave him.

PATRICIA (V.O.)
It’s a space shuttle. At least he’s 
entertained. So, how is school 
going, Lucy?

LUCÍA
Felipe is in Third-grade and has 
done so well with his grades. But 
what I’m impressed is with English. 
He absorbs like a sponge and knows 
so well.

PATRICIA (V.O.)
So cute. It would be ideal to be my 
professor to help me out. 

(laughs)
But seriously, I can’t wait to talk 
with him.

LUCÍA
I’ll hand it to you right away.

(talk with her son)
Felipe, it’s your friend Patricia. 
She wants to talk with you.

FELIPE
No, Mommy. I feel sorry.

LUCÍA
Come on! It’s just for a bit.

Felipe accepts the call.

FELIPE
Hello?
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PATRICIA (V.O.)
(trying to talk in 
English)

Hello, Felipe! How are you?

FELIPE
Hi, Patricia. I’m good, thanks.

PATRICIA (V.O.)
Hey, Felipe. I’m living in the 
United States and I want to say 
something, so I want you to listen 
carefully.

KID
Yes Ma’am.

PATRICIA (V.O.)
I was thinking in taking you to the 
place where the astronauts are, 
entering into the spaceships and 
explore the entire space. I hope 
you’ll love the experience in Cape 
Canaveral.

KID
For real? Great!

PATRICIA (V.O.)
But don’t get too excited if you 
keep getting good scores at the 
school. I will waiting for you with 
open arms. Now pass me on to your 
mom.

Felipe passes the phone to his mother. He kepps looking out 
the window. 

MOTHER
Ah, Patricia. Sometimes I have to 
pull the srting for him to speak.

PATRICIA (V.O.)
Well, It is not so bad, because 
he's just getting to know the 
world. By the way Lucy, I was 
thinking that you shoud visit me 
and hangout with my husband. Even I 
will be the guide.

MOTHER
I’d like to, but... I’m gonna think 
it about it.
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Lucía look at the bills that are in the dining table with 
some photos of both women, some post cards... And some work 
documents.

PATRICIA (V.O.)
“Shrimp that falls asleep, carries 
the current”. I can help you out 
with the tickets and the visa, if 
you want.

LUCÍA
Patricia. Look. I’m struggling with 
an audit that I’m part of; and the 
money I earn each month leaves in a 
heartbeat. But I going to do my 
best I can. Undoubtedly.

PATRICIA (V.O.)
OK. Promise me. Bye.

MOTHER
Bye. Take care.

Lucía hangs up the phone while she looks the mess in the 
dining table. Felipe gets off the couch with his toy and 
comes to see his Mother.

KID
Mommy, I can’t see the Moon. Can 
you help me?

MOTHER
The Moon doesn’t always have to 
pass every night. I saw it this 
morning in the kitchen.

Lucía gasps when Felipe is about to throw a tantrum. But she 
doesn’t get carried away when she looks at him 
empathetically, calming him down.

MOTHER (CONT’D)
There’s no reason to cry, Felipe. 
Rather, we take take advantage to 
practice for the English 
presentation, if you want. Do you 
think?

Felipe goes with the space shuttle to his room. Lucía frowns 
at her son.

CUT TO:

4.



INT. APARTMENT, LIVING ROOM - TWO DAYS LATER - DAY

Lucía wears a formal suit to go to work. She’s rushed as she 
looks her wrist watch. Felipe is wearing the school uniform, 
but he still kepps looking at the window to see the blue sky. 

MOTHER
Can you give me a hand, Felipe?

Felipe see his Mom putting her heels in one hand, while in 
the other has the bag. He goes to help her.

MOTHER (CONT’D)
Did you have everything in your 
backpack?

KID
Yeah.

MOTHER
“Yes, Mommy”. It takes longer, but 
less exposed.

Pass the bag to Felipe, which is a little bit heavy.

MOTHER (CONT’D)
I did my part in taking the English 
lesson and I want you to do well in 
the presentation. And I don’t want 
to hear complaints from your 
teacher. But, before you go...

Lucía finally adjust the heels. Then, she takes her bag, 
taking some keys and hands them to the Kid.

MOTHER (CONT’D)
Put them in your pocket, please.

KID
Won’t you accompany me?

MOTHER
I can’t. I have to work and I can 
possibly be late.

KID
But I’m very afraid to go alone.

MOTHER
You were already with me when I 
took you since Kidergarten. This 
time you have to face your fears, 
Felipe. Don’t get carried away by 
it.
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KID
Mom, will we finally go to the 
place where the astronauts live? 
I’m going to show the shuttle to 
the class.

MOTHER
I’ll take you with the astronauts, 
If you get a good grade. I promise. 
And take care of that plane.

FELIPE
It’s a space shuttle.

Lucía gives him a kiss on the cheek. Looks her watch.

LUCÍA
OK, the same thing.

(gasp)
It’s quarter to 6!

CUT TO:

EXT. STREET - DAY

Felipe waves his hand to his Mother. He crosses the street 
when there are no cars. He has the shuttle in both hands.

Behind him, see a Renault 4 car passing by reducing the 
speed. Then, breaks. Open the car’s window where ANDRÉS (10) 
is inside with his brother and parents.

ANDRÉS
What’s up, Felipe! ¿Your mom?

KID
She had to go to work.

ANDRÉS
We can go in my dad’s car to arrive 
early to the school, if you want. 
Do it, without fear.

KID
No. Thanks.

Felipe scratches his head, feeling suspicious. Andrés looks 
the shuttle. 

ANDRÉS
Hey, you ready for the 
presentation?
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KID
Well, of course. And you, Andrés?

ANDRÉS
I’m more prepared than a yougurt. 
Well, see ya!

Andrés close the window and the car begins to walk. Felipe 
continues walking with no rush.

CUT TO:

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY

The school is simply a house adequated for the occasion, 
being part of a residential complex. There are some children 
and parents who are just arriving.

The teachers greet the students from the entrance.

ENGLISH TEACHER
Good morning. Ready for the 
presentation? Wow, al least you 
have something to show.

The kid nods to the ENGLISH TEACHER (around 40’s). Behind the 
door is Andrés who’s looking at him.

CUT TO:

INT. SCHOOL, CLASSROOM - DAY

The classroom is the size of a bedroom. All the children are 
sitting in their seats, most of them are talking and playing 
for a while. Suddenly, somebody opens the door. Is the 
English Teacher who just arrives and greet their students. 

The dialog of this scene will be in English to certain point.

ENGLISH TEACHER
Good morning, students.

The children stand up form their seats and answering him with 
“Good morning, teacher”. EVERYONE sits down again.

ENGLISH TEACHER (CONT’D)
OK.Today we have the speaking 
presentation, and I’ll choose the 
couples to share with the rest of 
the class.
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The entire classroom is in silence. The Teacher scans each 
student.

ENGLISH TEACHER (CONT’D)
Let’s see...

(points to the Kid and 
Andrés)

You two. Come. Time is golden.

The rest of the class watch their two classmates who sit up 
from the chairs to pass on the whiteboard. Andrés swallows 
his own salive. Felipe takes his space shuttle and passes in 
front of the Teacher.

ENGLISH TEACHER (CONT’D)
Let’s hear the presentation of 
these two students, starting with 
him. And tell to the class what’s 
your biggest wish.

FELIPE
(hesitates)

Uh... I... Want to go to the moon 
and... Be the astronaut... And... I 
want to... be in the... Space...

Andrés doesn’t stop closing his eyes, feeling sorry with his 
partner. The students start to laugh a bit. One of the kids 
tears off a sheet of paper and biuld a plane.

ENGLISH TEACHER
Silence, please. Enough. Now let 
Andrés talk. So, go ahead.

From here, the dialog will be in Spanish.

ANDRÉS
No, teacher. I won’t talk. Sorry.

The kid throws the paper plane, hitting on Felipe’s head. The 
English teacher notices.

ENGLISH TEACHER
You, the plane. Go and pick it up.

KAREN (about the same age as the two kids) raises her hand.

KAREN
Teacher, can I go to the bathroom?

ENGLISH TEACHER
(sighs)

Go ahead.
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Karen leaves the classroom by closing the door. 

ENGLISH TEACHER (CONT’D)
Hey, what happened? Didn’t you do 
the homework?

FELIPE
Yeah... I feel sorry to speak in 
public.

ENGLISH TEACHER
But that’s not an excuse of what 
happened.

KID
Well...

ANDRÉS
It seems like he wants to be an 
alien, after all.

Another kid pulls out a pack of popato chips and crushes it 
with his palm, which almost scares Felipe and accidentally 
falls the space shuttle breaking in two. The rest of the kids 
laugh when the desk is covered with chips.

KAREN (O.S.)
(screams)

Two buildings in New York are in 
flames.

The whole classroom is confused after hearing the scream. 
Felipe open the door and see Karen who’s in the Principal’s 
room. The TV is on and shows the image of the World Trade 
Center in FLAMES. 

He sees the plane hitting the other tower with his own eyes, 
leaving a trail of fire and smoke. The Teacher takes both 
students out.

JUMP CUT TO:

Back to the classroom, the English Teacher face is pale. See 
the students who are still confused.

ENGLISH TEACHER
Kids, the Principal called us to 
talk about whats happening. But 
what I’m going to say is very 
delicate. This morning the United 
States is under attack by we don’t 
know who. As a techer, we give a 
minute of silence for the victims.
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The classroom is silent until CHRISTIAN gets up the chair.

CHRISTIAN
(shout)

WE’RE GOING TO DIE! IT’S THE END OF 
THE WORLD!

The students starts yelling and make a mess, except Felipe 
who is shocked, watching the shuttle broken. Andrés see his 
friend and swallows his own saline again.

CUT TO:

EXT. STREET - AFTERNOON

Felipe leaves the school. Around him see the parents and 
other adults who are impatienly waiting while others are 
talking. Andrés follows him but he doesn’t pay any attention 
because he still stunned. The world is now in slow motion.

CUT TO:

INT. APARTMENT, MOTHER’S ROOM - AFTERNOON

Felipe grabs the remote control to do zapping on TV.

In one channel shows many camera angles of the WTC getting 
hit bt both planes. ZAP.

On the other channel, the Pentagon can only see the smoke 
coming from afar. Zap. There’s a black smoke in a country 
yard. Is surrounded by many cars.

The Kid gasps with distress to see such images. Next to him 
is the shuttle. He stops when he sees that the sky is setting 
the Sun, but begins to realize something ...

FELIPE
Patricia!

INT. APARTMENT, LIVING ROOM - AFTERNOON

There are papers and other objects scattered on the floor. 
Felipe opens all the bifet drawers unitil he finds something: 
a phone boook. 

Look page by page, finding the name of “Patricia” with a 
number. With the phone in hand, dial that number many times 
but it hears the wrong tone. Felipe gasps with more distress.
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The Mother open the door being tired, when see the mess of 
the living room.

LUCÍA
Felipe, what are you doing?

FELIPE
I wanna talk with Patricia. She’s 
in danger.

LUCÍA
What? Don’t tell me that... Oh my 
God. Gimme that phone book.

Lucía looks the number of Patricia on that phone book. But 
she frowns.

LUCÍA (CONT’D)
This is not the number.

Mom leaves the old phone number to pick up the new one from 
her bag. Search on each page until find the right one. 

LUCÍA (CONT’D)
Gimme me the phone. 

Dial the number. Waits.

BRANDON (V.O.)
This is Walker’s house. Please 
leave your message, name and number 
after the tone. Thank you.

LUCÍA
Hi, Patricia. I wanted to know how 
are you. We’re very concerned about 
what happened in New York this 
morning. I want you to call me back 
to see if you’re okay, please. Bye.

FELIPE
Mommy, I want to talk with her. 
Please.

Felipe come to see Lucía, whose eyes are watery. Lucía pass 
the phone to him.

FELIPE (CONT’D)
Hi, Patricia. It’s Felipe. I want 
to go the place where the 
astronauts are. I don’t want the 
bad guys to hurt you.

Mom is surpised to see Felipe talking on the phone.
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MOTHER
It won’t be possible, Felipe. I 
can’t afford the trip for us. 
Sorry.

Tries to hug him, but Felipe yells loudly and runs to his 
bedroom. The door slams. The broken space shuttle is now on 
the floor.

INT. APARTMENT, MOTHER'S ROOM - AFTERNOON

The TV is tills on when the images of the WTC are collapsed, 
one by one, leaving a big column of smoke covering the city 
of New York.

CUT TO:

INT. APARTMENT, LIVING ROOM - FOUR DAYS LATER - MORNING

The Kid is in the living room, looking out the window at the 
clouds coming out the sky. Suddenly the phone starts ringing.

FELIPE
Hello? 

BRANDON
Hi. Uh, I’m Patricia’s husband. 
Yesterday you left me a voice 
message and I want to talk with 
Lucía. 

FELIPE
My mom is not present. 

BRANDON
OK. I’ll call you later.

FELIPE
(in English)

Sir, can I talk with Patricia, 
please?

BRANDON
Wow. You speak English. Impressive. 
Please hold on.

PATRICIA (V.O.)
Hello?

FELIPE
(in Spanish)

Patricia, it’s me, Felipe.
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PATRICIA (V.O.)
Hi! What a coincidence that you 
call me. How are you? Well, it was 
a terrible week for me and Brandon.

KID
I want to ask you something. Can I 
meet finally meet the astronauts? 
Because my shuttle broke in two and 
I need a new one. 

PATRICIA (V.O.)
Well, it will be another time. But 
don’t worry. The astronauts will be 
still waiting for you. 

The that moment Mom arrives with a few plastic bags. 

KID
Mommy, it’s Patricia.

MOTHER
What? Is she OK? Gimme me the phone

The Kid pass the phone to his Mother. She’s excites when she 
talks with her friend.

EXT. RESIDENTIAL COMPLEX - CONTINUOUS

Lucía and Felipe leaves the building. Andrés sees his friend 
and greet him. 

ANDRÉS
Hi, Felipe. Wiil you finally go to 
the Moon?

FELIPE
When I get a new shuttle.

Felipe looks the sky. The moon is in the waxing phase, 
showing some craters.

CREDITS

THE END
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